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on the bank of the River Wye in Herfordshire, Wales. The founder 
of the family in the new world was William Goodrich, who was born 
at Bury St. Edmonds in Suffolk County, England. He came to 
America in 1631 and settled in Wethersfield, Connecticut. He is 
officially mentioned in the Colonial Records of Connecticut, Volume 
II, as Ensign William Goodrich and he was A E819$2 of the General 


‘Assembly at Hartford in 1663. 


Dr. Henry Goodrich, grandfather of UL Le mar- 
ried Thankful Watson, a daughter of Timothy Watson, and in 1832 
Doctor Goodrich brought his family to the Middle West. They were 
six months in making the trip by way of the Great Lakes and the 
Ohio River. The Black Hawk War in Illinois forced them to remain 
in Ohio for some time before they felt safe to continue their Journey 
to Chicago, and from there the family went to Naperville, near which 
place Doctor Goodrich purchased a farm and lived there the rest 
of his life. 

His son, Timothy Watson Goodrich, was born in Benson, Vermont, 
in 1820 and was, therefore, twelve years of age at the time of the 
removal of his parents to Chicago. There the remainder of his 
youth was passed and in 1850 he was married to Miss Gertrude 
Hunter, who was born in New York in 1830. She was a daughter 
of the Rev. Dr. Eli S. Hunter, at one time president of a theological 
seminary at Poughkeepsie, New York, later called Vassar College. 
Subsequently he was called to the pastorate of a church in Chicago, 
and it was there that his daughter Gertrude met and married '‘im- 
othy Watson Goodrich. They continued to reside in Chicago until 
1857, when they moved to Milwaukee and built their home on a 
bluff overlooking Lake Michigan, and there reared a family of eight 
children. That home was their place of residence for fifty years 
and the grounds are now a part of Juneau Park. 

Timothy W. Goodrich had been a partner of T. B. Carter in the 
wholesale dry goods firm of Carter & Goodrich in Chicago and after 
coming to Milwaukee was agent for the Belcher Sugar Refining Com- 
pany of St. Louis, Missouri. In 1860 he established the wholesale 
grocery house of Goodrich & Terry, which thus continued until 
1870, when E. P. Bacon purchased the interest of Mr. Terry, the 
new partnership continuing until 1875, under the name of Bacon, 
Goodrich & Company. In the same year Mr. Goodrich established, 
with General Charles S. Hamilton, a co-partnership under the name 
of Hamilton & Goodrich for the manufacture of linseed oil. With 
the death of General Hamilton the business was continued as that 
of T. W. Goodrich & Son Company and Mr. T. W. Goodrich was 
actively associated with the enterprise until he withdrew from active 
business life in 1894. He died in Milwaukee in 1906. 

William O. Goodrich as a boy was intensely interested in music, 
so much so that after his early education was received at Markham 
Academy in Milwaukee he went abroad for further study in music 
and lived for several years in London, Paris and Berlin, studying 
with the greatest masters there obtainable. About this time his 
father’s failing health made it impossible for him to continue as 
head of the linseed oil business and, feeling it his duty to relieve 
his father, he returned to Milwaukee ‘and joined the company, which 
afterwards was known as the Wm. O. Goodrich Company. After 
his father’s death he continued the business and built the fine plant 
at Thirtieth and Hopkins Road in 1907. The business developed 
rapidly and substantially under his management and became one of 
the most important individually owned linseed oil plants in the 
United States. Eventually it was absorbed by the Archer-Daniels- 
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Midland Company of Minneapolis and today his son Hunter is man- | 


ager of their New York plant. 


! 


j 
1 
} 
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Since retiring from commercial life Mr. Goodrich has given his | 
time only to the management of his personal affairs. He has never | 


entirely given up his interest in music, which remains his chief 


form of recreation. During his active business life he was a director | 
of the Marine National Exchange Bank, the Northwestern National | 


Insurance Company, the Pabst Brewing Company and other impor- 
tant business concerns. All of these various positions he resigned 
because of health. | 

Mr. Goodrich has long manifested a kind and helpful interest in 
civic affairs as well as in the musical development of Milwaukee 
and.has made liberal contribution of his time and means to the 
cultural uplift of the city. He has been a lifelong resident of Mil- 
waukee but has always spent a considerable portion of his time in 
Xurope. He now-resides at 1413 East Goodrich Lane in Fox Point, 
one of the beautiful suburbs of the city. 


BERNARD J. PAULSON is the president of Paulson-Gerlach & Asso- 
ciates, Inc., of Milwaukee, conducting an advertising agency ranking 
among the first hundred of the 1800 advertising agencies in the 
United States, in the placement of industrial business paper adver- 
tising. At the time of this writing Mr. Paulson’s agency was supply- 
ing complete advertising service for some forty manufacturers in 
the Milwaukee area, as well as several “up state,” and one as far 
distant as Watertown, New York. Included in this list of clients are 
several world leaders in their respective fields, as well as a number of 
national leaders. 

In addition to his advertising vocation Mr. Paulson has done some 
publication writing as an avocation or hobby, and is the inventor 
of a nationally established wood construction toy known as “Arki- 
toy,” employing a unique, patented mathematical structural formula 
which permits an amazing co-ordination of the four basic sizes of ma- 
terials used. Upward of $400,000 worth of these toys, at retail, have 
been sold through toy departments in the United States and Canada. 

Mr. Paulson was born in Minneapolis, Minnesota, February 18, 
1889, the youngest son of John and Mariah (Hansen) Paulson, both 
of whom have now departed this life (the mother in 1931, the father 
in 1933). His parents were natives of Norway. The father was 
born in 1850, on a sea-coast farm near Trondhjem, and his mother 
was born in 1846, on a farm in the “Highlands,” also near Trondhjem, 
in the land of the midnight sun and majestic fjords. This ancestral 
background has given Mr. Paulson a love of nature and “the land,” 
which has been reflected throughout his life and in his present place 
of residence on a three-acre country place four miles east of 
Waukesha, rustically replete with trees, shrubbery, flowers, an ancient 
apple orchard and small fruit of various kinds. 

His parents settled in Minneapolis, on the east side of the Mis- 
sissippi River, at that time known as the town of “St. Anthony,” 
named for the falls of St. Anthony, which supplied water power for 
the great flour mills. The mother came to St. Anthony in 1870 and 
the father in 1872, while this was still a pioneer settlement, six 
and four years, respectively, before the Custer massacre on the Little 
Big Horn, less than a thousand miles to the west. Bernard Paulson 
was the youngest of three children, one sister and a brother. The 
father engaged in carpentry and farming and the family lived vari- 
ously on farms and in the southeast suburbs of Minneapolis, where 
the children were reared and educated. 
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Mr. Paulson’s formal education was limited to the public schools 
of Minneapolis and three years as a student at East Side high school, 
Minneapolis, followed several years later by a “business college” 
course in bookkeeping. His practical education was obtained the 
hard way, through highly diversified occupational experience and 
extensive, omniverous reading. He left school at the age of seventeen 
and began his industrial career as a berry-box maker, carpenter’s 
helper (working with his father), assistant paperhanger, factory 
worker, farm hand, day laborer and anything else that would enable 
him to earn an honest dollar. 

At eighteen he was employed as a “copy chaser”? on the Minne- 
apolis Morning Tribune. In connection with this job he also edited 
the Northwest page of the Morning Tribune, served as assistant 
telegraph editor one night a week (the telegraph editor’s night 
“off’’?), and made up the nightly space rates records for Northwest 
mail correspondents, as well as editing their skeletonized telegraphic 
news stories. His salary was twenty dollars per month, and when 
the young and budding “newspaper man” presented an ultimation 
to his chief, the day news editor, in which he requested an increase 
of five dollars per month in salary, “or else,” the news editor, who 
functioned on the day shift and was apparently unfamiliar with 
Bernard’s manifold activities on the night shift, accepted the ‘or 
else” phase of the raise demand... and thus ended what promised 
to be an interesting newspaper career. Mr. Paulson states that he 
was so fascinated with this work that he never took “time out” to 
eat a midnight lunch but would munch a sandwich while he continued 
to work. 

Subsequently Mr. Paulson decided to learn the retail drug trade 
and become a pharmacist. He secured a position with a leading 
Minneapolis downtown druggist, where he worked seven days a 
week, including Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Years, averaging 
eighty-four hours per week for a wage of thirty dollars per month. 
Mr. Paulson recalls that his week-day hours, every other day, were 
from 7:30 A. M. until midnight, with half an hour at noon for lunch 
and half an hour at six o’clock for “supper.” At midnight he would 
start cleaning up the soda fountain for the early morning shift, so 
finished his work at approximately 12:30 on these nights. On Sun- 
days he worked from 7:30 to 4 P. M. one Sunday and 4 P. M. until 
midnight the next Sunday. After three months of this unremunera- 
tive activity Mr. Paulson suddenly decided that he was not cut out 
to be a druggist and on a pay day a few days before his twentieth 
birthday asserted his independence by “forgetting” to return to 
work. 

A month later, March, 1909, Mr. Paulson borrowed three hundred 
dollars from his older brother, bought a multigraph for this sum of 
money, opened an office in the old Globe building in Minneapolis, pur- 
chased some office furniture on a five dollars down and five dollars 
per month basis, and set himself up in business as an independent 
business man. Before the Multigraph Company’s “expert” showed 
up to instruct Mr. Paulson in the operation of the machine he had 
already assembled it and set up a letter to advertise his new business. 

During sixteen months of “form letter service,” operated under 
the impressive name of “Paulson Multigraphing Co.,” Mr. Paulson 
unconsciously laid the foundation for his future advertising career. 
When a client was too busy to write a sales letter Mr. Paulson oblig- 
ingly undertook this additional chore without any thought of com- 
pensation for “creative work,” depending upon quantity reproduction 
of the letter, via his multigraph, for his rather meager profit return. 
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This business brought him in contact with wholesale and manufactur- 
ing concerns, insurance companies and a variety of ‘promotional 
schemes.” 

In the summer of 1910 Mr. Paulson recalls that he became filled 
with an irresistible urge to “Go West.” He traded his multigraph 
for twenty-one shares of common stock in the business of one of his 
clients (which several years later netted him twenty-nine cents in 
a liquidation settlement), sold his typewriter and other office equip- 
ment for eighty dollars cash, purchased a ninety-day return ticket 
to Portland, Oregon, and when the eighty dollars had been completely 
exhausted found himself working in construction camps, saw. mills 
and the hop fields of the West Coast. For a period of two weeks he 
recalls that he was “the Pieless Piper of Portland,” endeavoring, 
without much success, to rid the city of rats. In one construction 
camp he was promoted in two days from dish-washer to timekeeper, 
“the softest job in the camp,” says Mr. Paulson. 

In the fall of 1910 Mr. Paulson returned to Minneapolis (in order 
not to waste his “return” railroad ticket). He tried to trade his 
former multigraphing client out of the stock-transaction sale of 
his old multigraphing machine (without success), and then accepted 
employment with this same “‘ex-client” as bookkeeper, typist (at 
which he was self-taught and not too proficient), Twin City salesman 
and window-trimmer, calling on the drug trade. Again he was 
unpremeditatedly paving the way for a future career in advertising 
and merchandising. 

Two years later found him ‘on the road” selling advertising 
novelties and headed once more for the West Coast. He ran out of 
sales prospects and funds at Helena, Montana, invested thirty-five 
cents of his last thirty-six cents capital in a “sumptuous” Thanks- 
giving Day dinner at a hole-in-the-wall lunch counter and remained 
in Montana for six years. Four years of this period were spent as 
branch house advertising man and saies correspondent at the Helena 
office of the International Harvester Company of America, at that 
time heading the national honor roll in the sale of farm tractors. 

There was a brief interlude in 1915 during which Mr. Paulson 
resigned and again set himself’ up in business, this time as “The 
Treasure State Supply Co., B. J. Paulson, Manager,” covering the 
State of Montana as a manufacturers’ agent, handling a diversity 
of lines ranging from Old Country Green Soap to portable steel build- 
ings and jack screws. 

Lacking adequate funds to travel his territory, which comprised 
147,000 square miles, Mr. Paulson subsequently responded to the 
urgings of his old employers, The International Harvester Company 
(including a solicitation from the “Big Chief’? himself—none other 
than the advertising manager at Chicago headquarters) and returned 
to the IHC. But two years later he resigned again, to “go into busi- 
ness for himself”? once more, this time as a partner in an advertising 
service enterprise in Helena. His associates disagreed among them- 
selves and Mr. Paulson was left holding the proverbial “bag.” 

Again placed on his own resources, Mr. Paulson served as a book- 
keeper for a large oil company and shortly thereafter secured an 
appointment as assistant secretary-manager of the Montana State 
Fair and Exposition, a position which he held through two fairs, 
during which he handled state fair publicity, edited a house organ, 
acted as superintendent of the farm machinery and automobile shows, 
kept the books and handled the financial details of the Fair. Mr. 
Paulson recalls that Mr. Chester C. Davis, later AAA Administrator 
at Washington during the first two “New Deal” administrations, 
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was on the State Fair payroll as “superintendent of swine” at that 
time, during the active period of the Fair, although regularly em- 
ployed as editor and publisher of a farm publication at Great Falls, 
Montana. 

Recalled by the International Harvester Company in the winter 
of 1919, Mr. Paulson accepted a position in the advertising depart- 
ment at Chicago, wheer he spent two years writing farm paper 
advertisements, booklets and by-line articles for the various IHC 
house organs, farm and implement trade publications. 

In the fall of 1920 he was offered, and accepted, a position at 
Racine, Wisconsin, with the Western Advertising Agency as copy 
writer on the J. I. Case Threshing Machine account. He has re- 
mained in advertising agency work ever since, with the exception 
of an interlude of two years (1932-34) during which he organized 
a small manufacturing business in Milwaukee for the production and 
sale of toys and novelties, including several items of his own invention 
and design, but was forced to give up the ghost early in 1934 due 
to the adverse depression economic factors which prevailed at that 
time. 

During the three years he spent in Racine, Mr. Paulson became 
one of the charter incorporators of Smith-McCrory Advertising 
Agency, which later met with reverses and resulted in dissolution. 
He joined the staff of Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap Associates, Mil- 
waukee advertising agency, in the fall of 1923 and remained with 
that company for nine years in the capacity of copy writer, contact 
man and latterly as secretary of the company. In the fall of 1936 
Mr. Paulson purchased the advertising business of W. L. McCrory, 
Milwaukee, changed the name to B. J. Paulson & Associates, and in 
1940 incorporated as Paulson-Gerlach & Associates, operating under 
that name ever since. 

Belated success, in a reasonable measure, came to Mr. Paulson 
in this culmination of a varied career, and among his more recent 
activities of an “extra-curricular”? nature may be mentioned a new 
recruit campaign of the Wisconsin State Guard during the spring 
and summer of 1944, planned and executed by Mr. Paulson and his 
organization in cooperation with a Milwaukee advertising club com- 
mittee and Lt. Col. Harry E. Stanz, commanding officer of the First 
Battalion of the First Regiment. During a critical period of the 
State Guard the ranks were filled with new recruits on a state-wide 
scale, at a time when this organization was at low ebb due to induc- 
tions of enlisted personnel and officers into war service. 

In 1941 Mr. Paulson and an associate, Mr. Harold P. Sigwalt, 

developed a “Repair for Defense” program for American war indus- 
tries, and a “Fair Play” ideal in the form of a creed and a promotional 
campaign to create national unity at a time when this was badly 
needed . . . six months prior to Pearl Harbor. These plans, un- 
fortunately, were never carried through to actual execution but 
received the thoughtful and interested consideration of some of the 
top-ranking industrial executives of the country. 
- In the fall of 1942 Mr. Paulson presented to the National Associa- 
tion of Manufacturers, the War Advertising Council and the War 
Production Board a plan for postwar employment which received 
many favorable comments. 

Mr. Paulson was married to Franc Huber in Helena, Montana, in 
1915. Mrs. Paulson was born in Stratford, Ontario, was reared and 
educated in Port Huron, Michigan, and Minneapolis, Minnesota. She 
studied and took up nursing in Montana and was so employed at 
the time of her marriage to Mr. Paulson. There are no children. 
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Mr. Paulson is a member of the City Club of Milwaukee, The 
Milwaukee Advertising Club, Wauwatosa Curling Club and the 
Waukesha County Conservation Association. His hobbies include | 
writing, invention, photography and “watching things grow.” 

Looking back over thirty-eight years of heterogeneous experience | 
and ups and downs, peppered by more failures than successes, Mr. 
Paulson believes that a sense of humor has been his most valuable | 
asset; the ability to grin and take it, no matter how bad the immedi- | 
ate outlook seemed. | 

Hanging on the wall of Mr. Paulson’s pleasant, airy office on the, 
sixteenth floor of the Wisconsin Tower building in Milwaukee, where | 
he can sit at his desk and “look halfway across Lake Michigan,” is‘ 
a colored print of an oil painting by ‘‘a demised post-client,” as Mr... 
Paulson puts it. This picture depicts an ancient, resembling Father | 
Time, bending over the shoulder of a corpulent medieval Roman and) 
pointing to a parchment scroll. The legend reads as follows: ‘This,’ | 
said the Ancient, “is the most precious precept of them all’—and > 
bending forward, the successful man read in letters of gold: ‘Don’t 
take yourself too damned seriously!” : 

This, perhaps better than anything else, sums up Mr. Paulson’s 
philosophy of life. He maintains that if more people followed this_ 
precept there would be fewer “stuffed shirts’ in the world, less| 
strife and a more amiable and general spirit of mutual helpfulness | 
and sympathetic understanding among the peoples and nations of 
the world. 


Rev. OTto ANTHONY HAERTLE is pastor of St. Sabastian’s Cath- 
olic Church at West Washington and North Fifty-fifth Street in 
Milwaukee, of which city he is a native son. He was born October 
15, 1885, his parents being Joseph and Ann (Menne) Haertle, and 
he is of the fourth generation of the family represented in this 
state, his great-grandfather having been one of the earliest of the 
pioneers. He came from Germany, his native land, to the United _ 
States and continued his westward journey to Wisconsin, where his 
remaining days were passed. The family is noted for longevity. 
Anthony Haertle, grandfather of Rev. Haertle, was born in May- 
ville, Wisconsin, and was well known in his section of the state. He 
took active part in public affairs and served for several years as 
sheriff of Sauk County. He died in 1903. Joseph Haertle, son of 
Anthony Haertle, was born in Madison, Wisconsin, and always re- | 
mained a resident of the state, spending many years in Milwaukee, 
where he died in 1940. He had been a bookkeeper and clerk. His 
wife, who was born on Twelfth Street in Milwaukee, was a daughter 
of Jacob Menne, who arrived in Wisconsin in the early 1840s, so 
that the family has been represented here for about a century. Jacob 
Menne was engaged in the tanning business in Milwaukee for a long 
period and died in this city in 1905, when he had reached the eighty- 
fourth milestone on life’s journey. 

In the family of Joseph and Ann (Menne) Haertle were thirteen 
children, eight sons and five daughters. All but one of those now 
living reside in Wisconsin. Eleven of the number are yet living. 
Two of the brothers were soldiers of the first World War, serving 
with Wisconsin outfits. Raymond Haertle was a member of the 
Forty-second Division, of which only twenty-five of the original mem- 
bers returned.. Anthony Haertle was a member of the United States 
Navy. Another brother, Father Joseph Haertle, is a priest of the 
Catholic church now serving Holy Redeemer Church in Detroit. Al] 
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of the sons of the family with the exception of him whose name intro- 
duces this record attended Marquette University. 

Father Otto A. Haertle acquired his early education in St. 
Joseph’s parochial school in Milwaukee and then, having decided 
to devote his life to the church, entered St. Francis Seminary, where 
he continued his studies until he was ordained to the priesthood in 
1909. He served for a time as professor in Pio Nono College and 
contributed much to educational progress there. He was appointed 
pastor of a church in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and for thirteen years 
he served St. Mary’s Church at Sullivan. He was also pastor of the 
Holy Redeemer Church in Madison for a time and likewise filled a 
pastorate in South Milwaukee before he was appointed rector of St. 
Sabastian’s, where he has remained for thirteen years. This parish 
was established in 1912 and St. Sabastian’s is a beautiful new church 
which was dedicated in 1928. There is also an excellent school in 
connection with the parish and the work of the church is well or- 
ganized and functioning effectively in all of its departments. There 
is a large congregation each Sunday and Father Haertle has the 
confidence and cooperation of his people in an unusual degree. 

Father Haertle has always been interested in athletics and in his 
college days participated in the baseball and football activities and at 
one time he served as president of the Tri-County League. While 
pastor at St. Mary’s at Sullivan, he acted as coach of the high school 
basketball team, and he has done much to encourage clean sports 
among the boys of his parish, knowing how much this does to develop 
high standards of manhood and fairness. 


Rev. EDMUND J. GorBEL, PH. D., archdiocesan superintendent 
of Catholic schools, with offices at 625 North Milwaukee Avenue 
in the city of Milwaukee, was born April 4, 1896, in Caledonia, Wis- 
consin, a son of August F. and Rose A. (Babe) Goebel, both of whom 
were born in Racine County, Wisconsin. The father, now deceased, 
was a son of Peter Joseph Goebel, who was born in Germany and 
became a resident of Wisconsin in the late 1830s. i.e cast in his loc 
with the pioneer residents of Racine County, where he enzaged in 
tilling the soil, and his son, August IF. Goebel, also devoted his life 
to agricultural pursuits in that county. Mrs. Rose A. Goebel is sull 
living and occupies the old home which her father erected in pioneer 
times. She is a daughter of Patrick Babe, who was born in frelang 
and arrived in Wisconsin during the latter part of the decade between 
1830 and 1840. He purchased land in Racine County and gave his 
attention to its cultivation and improvement throughout his remain- 
ing days. 

Father Goebel received his elementary education in Sts. Peter 
and Paul School, Mankato, Minnesota, and St. Louis School in 
Caledonia. Having determined to devote his life to the work of the 
church, he entered St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis, Wisconsin, 
where he received the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1920 and the Master 
of Arts degree in 1924. It was here that he was ordained to the 
priesthood on February 2, 1924. During the summers of 1925 and 
1926 at the University of Wisconsin and 1927 and 1928 at Marquette 
University in Milwaukee he took special work, and in 1929 he enrolled 
for the summer term at McGill University in Montreal, Canada. In 
1936 he won the degree of Doctor of Philosophy at the Catholic Uni- 
versity of America in Washington, D. C. 

Father Goebel entered the work of the church when appointed 
curate of St. Mary’s Church in Janesville, Wisconsin, where he con- 
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tinued his labors in 1924 and 1925. In the latter year he was trans- 
ferred to Pio Nomo high school at St. Francis, Wisconsin, as vice 
rector, there continuing from 1925 until 1929, when he became presi- 
dent of Messmer high school of Milwaukee. He directed the edu- 
cational interests of that institution from 1929 until 1934, when he 
went.to the national capital and entered the Catholic University of 
America, continuing his studies there for two years. 

In 1937 Father Goebel was appointed archdiocesan superintend- 
ent of schools at Milwaukee and has since occupied this responsible 
position. He is regarded as one of the foremost exponents of Catho- 
lic education in the state and he is now serving as president of the 
Catholic Secondary schools department of the National Catholic Edu- 
cation. Association, and he is likewise a member of its commission 
on religion in the same department. He has been appointed and is 
ably serving on Milwaukee’s crime commission; is on the advisory 
board of the Catholic Hospital Association and is a member of the 
Catholic school board of the archdiocese of Milwaukee. He is now 
acting as county chairman of war savings in the field of education 
and he is a member of the State Advisory Board of the High School 
Victory Corps. He is hkewise serving on the State Advisory Board 
of the National Youth Administration, and he belongs to the Knights 
of Columbus. 

Father Goebel is widely known through his writings, among 
which are Paw Christi, published in 1929; A Work Book in Church 
History, issued in 1982; A History of Catholic Secondary Education 
in the United States up to 1852, 1986; Saints to Help the Sick and 
Dying, 1987; and many contributions to The Journal of Religious 
Instruction and The Catholic School Jowrnal. He has ever shown 
exceptional interest in the history of secondary education as carried 
on by the Catholic church and in the education of the exceptional 
child. His achievements of general interest cover his service as a 
director of the Hospital Training School and his survey in the arch- 
diocese of Milwaukee in 1986 and 1937. He is also an honorary mem- 
ber of the Hugene Field Society, to which he was elected in 1939. 


ST. FRANCIS SEMINARY, which has played an important part in 
the educational development of Milwaukee as well as of the Catholic 
church, was opened on January 29, 1856. Bishop Henni in a letter 
{to the Archbishop of Vienna dated December 18, 1845, speaks of a 
Provisional seminary he had established under the patronage of 
St. Francis de Sales located at 116 North Jefferson Street in Mil- 
waukee. From 1849 to 1850 the foregoing seminary was closed 
while Bishop Henni was in Europe but upon his return the major 
seminary was opened. It was closed the following year but reopened 
in 1851. Father Heiss opened a theological school in- the Brothers 
House at St. Francis and teaching was begun here in September, 
1854. Two years before, when Archbishop Bedini, a papal envoy, 
visited Milwaukee and was taken by Father Heiss to the site of St. 
Francis, he Was so impressed with its beauty that he exclaimed ‘““make 
the spot holy,” and not long afterward the land was cleared, and 
in September, 1854, ground was broken for what is now the central 
building of the seminary. Progress was slow because of the dif- 
ficulty of obtaining funds to defray the expenses. A Brothers House, 
a small orphanage and a convent had previously been built near 
the seminary site. Father Joseph Salzmann, who was a professor 
in the seminary from 1856 until 1868, when he became its second 
rector, urged the continuance of the building program through the 
winter season so it could be opened on January 29, 1856, Father 
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Michael Heiss was appointed its first rector, and in addition to 
Doctor Salzmann, there was a second professor, Bernard Durward, 
an artist and poet. In the first scholastic year two others were 
added to the faculty. Through the period of early struggle Father 


'Salzmann was one of its best supporters. He went to Europe to 


secure substantial funds to aid the school and also rare copies of 
books for the new library. Upon his return to Milwaukee after 
thirteen months abroad he was accompanied by fourteen candidates 
for the seminary. In 1867 Father Salzmann celebrated the silver 


jubilee of his ordination to the priesthood and the following year 
- Was named rector of the seminary. He immediately laid plans for 


building an addition to the seminary, now known as the classics 
wing, which was ready for occupancy in December, 1869. The Gov- 
ernment had established a postoffice at the seminary the preceding 
year. About this same time the Chapel-in-the-woods was built, 
although it has since been replaced by a beautiful modern structure. 
Father Salzmann remained rector until his death on January 14, 1874. 

In 1908 the new Salzmann Library was under construction, named 
in honor of him who had done so much to develop and upbuild the 
seminary. It is today one of the outstanding libraries of the country, 
containing forty thousand volumes, including some of priceless value 
published before 1500, when printing was a new art. It is housed 
in the classic building, erected in 1908, and contains in addition to 
the book rooms a commodious reading room and a large attractive 
museum in which are found most interesting geological and biological 
specimens. The building was erected at a cost of thirty thousand 
dollars, contributed by the alumni of the seminary, and was dedicated 
July 15, 1909, by Archbishop Messmer. 

Those at all familiar with the history of the Milwaukee area 
know the story of the steady growth and development of St. Francis 
Seminary, which has enlarged its properties from time to time and 
broadened its curriculum to meet the demands for Catholic education, 
while at all times there has been a carefully trained and competent 
faculty, now numbering eighteen members. 

In 1941 the seminary was reorganized and remodeled. Its pre- 
paratory department, consisting of the high school and junior college 
sections, were transferred to the erstwhile Pio Nono high school 
buildings. The seminary itself retained the last two years of college, 
which are devoted to philosophy, and the final four years in which 
theology is studied. 


BENJAMIN Woopson HUISKAMP is an attorney who throughout 
his professional career, beginning in 1927, has practiced in Madison, 
and step by step has advanced in his chosen calling, occupying today 
a most creditable position among the lawyers of Wisconsin’s capital 
city. He was born in Keokuk, Iowa, December 19, 1899, and comes 
of Holland lineage. His grandfather, Henry C. Huiskamp, was born 
in Holland and on coming to the new world in 1844 settled in St. 
Louis, Missouri. In 1854 with his brothers, Captain Herman and 
Gerard, he entered the shoe manufacturing business and became well 
to do, richly meriting the proud American title of “a self-made man,” 
for he started in the business world empty-handed and through dili- 
gence, determination and force of character worked his way steadily 
upward until he became a substantial citizen. He married Julia 
Worth, a native of St. Louis. 

Their son, Henry W. Huiskamp, father of Benjamin W. Huis- 
kamp, also became a shoe manufacturer, continuing in the business 
established by his father. He also engaged in the banking business, 
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being president of the State Central Savings Bank of Keokuk for 
over ten years at the time of his demise in 1940. He married An- 
neckstein Norton, who was a daughter of Elijah H. and Anna 
(Wilson) Norton, both of whom were from the Platte City section 
of Missouri. Elijah H. Norton was one of the distinguished men of 
Missouri, serving as a member of the constitutional convention of 
1875, while from 1876 until 1889 he was a justice of the Missouri 
Supreme Court and ranked with the leading and influential residents 
of the state. The Huiskamp shoe factory in Keokuk, Iowa, formerly 
owned by the father, was liquidated in 1929. The business was 
reorganized by his son, Gerard L. Huiskamp, in 1938, Benjamin W. 
Huiskamp re-incorporating the company, which is now operated by 
Gerard and his brother Henry under the original name of Huiskamp 
Brothers Company. There were only three children in the parents’ 
family—Henry, Gerard and Benjamin. 

Benjamin W. Huiskamp began his education in the grade schools 
of Keokuk and afterward attended Phillips Academy at Andover, 
Massachusetts, where he completed the high school course in 1919. He 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree as a Harvard student in 1923, 
and there continued as a law student, winning his LL.B. degree in 
1926. The following year he was admitted to the Wisconsin bar. 
Early in his career he had decided to locate somewhere in a capital 
city of the Middle West. He was always an admirer of La Follette, 
and this decided him to come to Madison and look over the prospects 
here. In 1926 he became associated with the firm of La Follette, 
Rogers & Roberts, where he remained for three years. In 1928 he 
served as assistant district attorney under Glenn D. Roberts of his 
firm who had been made district attorney. In 1930 he was in the 
campaign for district attorney on his own account. In November, 
1929, Mr. Huiskamp began practicing independently and remained 
alone until 1933, when he admitted John I. Karn as an associate. 
He has his offices in the First National Bank building and is accorded 
a large clientage, whereby he is connected with much of the important 
work done in the courts here. He belongs to the Dane County Bar 
Association and has served for three years on its grievance com- 
mittee, of which he is now chairman. He is also a member of the 
Wisconsin State and American Bar associations, and the public and 
the profession acknowledge his right to the high rating that is 
accorded him as a member of the Wisconsin bar. 

Mr. Huiskamp has been one of the organizers in the cooperative 
field in which he is much interested. He is now actively associated 
with the Consumers Cooperative Services of Madison and the Co- 
operative Cleaners Association. 

In politics Mr. Huiskamp is a Progressive and is deeply interested 
in the vital problems before the country and a firm believer in co- 
operation in business. He has membership in the Mendota Yacht 
Club of which he has served as secretary, vice commodore and com- 
modore, and derives much pleasure from yachting, tennis, squash and 
handball. He is a Master Mason, belonging to lodge No. 325 and the 
consistory and Zor Temple of the Mystic Shrine. For ten years he 
served on the board of directors of the Madison Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association, being president for two years and is now chairman 
of the Y.M.C.A. physical education committee. He is a member of 
the Christ Presbyterian Church. 

It was on December 27, 1924, that Mr. Huiskamp married Dorothy 
Norton, of Keokuk, lowa, a daughter of John E. and Ada (Jewett) 
Norton, of that city. Her father was a traffic manager of the Santa 
Fe Railroad system but died when his daughter Dorothy was but 
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eighteen months old. Mrs. Huiskamp was a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa and belonged to Pi Beta Phi sorority and the hon- 
orary society of Phi Beta Kappa. She was very active in the Madison 
Parent-Teacher Association and in the American Association of 
University Women of Madison. She died June 21, 1940, leaving her 
husband’ and three young daughters: Lucretia, who was born in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and is now in Carleton College, and Janet 
and Margaret, both born in Madison. On June 14, 1942, Mr. Huis- 
kamp married Mrs. Janet (Marshall) Millar, widow of Dr. Malcolm 
Millar, of Madison, Wisconsin. Doctor Millar served in the United 
States Navy and had subsequently established his practice at Aber- 
deen, South Dakota. Her parents were Eder B. and Harriett (Green- 
ing) Marshall, of Milwaukee, where the father owned and operated 
the E. B. Marshall Company, manufacturers of farm stock foods. 
After the death of Doctor Millar, Mis. Millar returned to her pro- 
fession of teaching and joined the staff of the Madison public schools, 
where after a few years she became director of curriculum and for 
one year just prior to her marriage to Mr. Huiskamp served as prin- 
cipal of the Marquette School of Madison. By her first marriage 
she became the mother of two boys, Malcolm G., born August 19, 
1928, and David C., born April 22, 1933. By her second marriage 
she has one daughter, Susan, born March 15, 1945. 


Dr. Haroutp E. Housrook is of the third generation of the Hol- 
brook family to engage in the practice of dentistry, his father and 
grandfather having also been representatives of the profession. It 
was in 1905 that he took up the work in Milwaukee, his native city, 
and he has long occupied an enviable position in dental circles here. 
He was born June 30, 1880, a son of Dr. Arthur and Josephine 
(Tenney) Holbrook and a grandson of Dr. Edwin A. Holbrook, who 
for fifty years engaged in the practice of dentistry in Watertown, 
New York. He was born in St. Lawrence County, New York, in 
1817 and married Lucinda Richardson, who was born in the same 
county in 1815. Both were of English descent, the Holbrook family 
being founded in America in 1624 and the Richardson family in 
1626. Both families have been represented in every war in which 
this country has been engaged. The grandfather of Dr. Arthur 
Holbrook in the paternal line was born in New. England, whence he 
removed to St. Lawrence County, New York, where his son, Dr. 
Edwin Holbrook, took up the practice of dentistry, which he followed 
in Watertown for a half century, his death there occurring April 21, 
1897, when he was eighty years of age. He possessed literary ability 
and was the author of Life Thoughts, a widely read book of verse. 
He was also an active member of the Universalist Church. 

Dr. Arthur Holbrook was born in Madrid, St. Lawrence County, 
New York, June 4, 1842, and attended the public schools of Water- 
town and the Jefferson County Institute. He first studied dentistry 
under the direction of his father, later under his uncle at Waukesha, 
Wisconsin, and was graduated from the Philadelphia Dental College 
in 1867. With the outbreak of the Civil War he had enlisted at the 
first call for ninety day men and then re-enlisted for three years. 
As sergeant of Company F, Fifth Wisconsin Infantry, he participated 
in the Potomac campaign from July, 1861, to the fall of 1862. He 
won several promotions and was assistant adjutant general of the 
Fourth Brigade when General Forrest made his raid at Memphis, 
Tennessee. In the fall of 1864 he was honorably discharged and 
returned to Waukesha, where he engaged in dental practice with his 
uncle, Dr. William D. Holbrook, until 1872, when he removed to 


abou! dvote iti “lo” eawston time. aoegeno) Hadeas 
ran soceot Yo (eeh ot +ottA 
Poodve oldu mopiindé ol} Lo fete ont boing fis paiilsead te abtezs? 


Hg #8 bev, dodo Mh of} apaivinnm red of sobng len; yeoy ono 
omarvista tow) ed ot dete Jo tocda@ atone edt WO (rein 
AT seuguAy weod is) slot evod, ows Yo. sodtors oft sepgeed: ode 
vasa broke sok at AAT BS fisqh nod.) bivel bow RSet 

; Ch OT oasi inod anae4 sstduont one eee opie 


49H ol) to-sopnsecga hid ont Yo xi HOOMMAGH “A axonett ad 


Bi 
bite “tail el oymeiineh ta sottteig “alt ai sneuns of vticet dood — Ba rae 
H ieee S43 36 eevidoinewitas nom eala anived qiidtethrars cee 
‘Oty svited ebf aedirew ith at tor “att qos doot on ted) BOGE wl amw ; weal eg 
et zelviio Tete ti notieoyp oldnivns wa Heian wef ain oo hits . | ee 
wridgsael bas apiitA 6 Yo ote OBI 8 one, riod eaw oH ‘ai 
ow AeonHtol, A niwhh AC te qoshkeere «har sowatioht CwansT) ) has 
HWE a yateticas Io aytseny od) ni hegeges aupey EAA tot oer 
RE of ne abe sansa Je ot onied sev of shee wen ite 
eitas ot i aod enw CNW aebordata shiiont bebvrnie fata Tet ae 
Vitis? dleowdlall ot ,tnosush seed Ye) avaw diod .df8k ni vonnos ia 
ai vRiet copbighaid sf) his 2808 fi aottmA oi bohuwet aaiod {= 


fisiithy ai teow, yrove ne Dotnodsas? woud avedt e9ilinagt Wot SOL 
sdite AC 9 modish aT. esis noad ead Mud alit 
on sonstiw. bas wor a irivd gaw anil Iniertey od? gt dobadloH 
AL sine ct ctor Gok ve puteueD sowerread 12 of Hever: 
bawotiot of doidw viletinel to sofvery adt 1 toot olooMell nivba 


USTs yobtigen srt dash ab Yauniise Yet ys 102 ty aw si 
thinla Wise ieeoeog SH aa to es tityio enw gif, 
MBS AG He Yshre a Aagnod “id | 


A . 
a ai ¥ Dg Eis 


» 
ao) % 
a ae > ¢ 
wihe 3 iy 
Ss ~. mh “? Lats 
JUNG Ft fae 7 a) 
‘ het “ae, 48, 
> > > J 
wage 3p - ‘ 4 ; j 
aed a 
WJ , 
_ q 


. ti ARs to tonjus 
lows) Dellgecrivis } aif So malas Wiitoa 


ae. ae * — a ‘4 ais “i : aA” 
Bee tae pide de ddhin 
4 c p o "rs 4 rb , 
r ee om was ; P 


346 WISCONSIN 


Milwaukee, where he practiced until his death in January, 1917, 
always holding high place in professional circles. He was the author 
of a valuable work Practical Information About the Teeth and was 
a frequent contributor to dental publications. In Masonry he took 
the degrees of lodge, chapter and commandery, and he belonged to 
EK. B. Wolcott Post No. 1, G. A. R., while at one time he was com- 
mander of the Wisconsin branch of the Loyal Legion. He also be- 
longed to the Association of the Twenty-eighth Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. On the 2d of January, 1868, he married Josephine Tenney, 
daughter of HE. P. and Abbie (Heath) Tenney, of Waukesha. Her 
father went to Racine, Wisconsin, in the early 1860s and afterward 
engaged in the leather business in Waukesha. Dr. Arthur and 
Josephine (Tenney) Holbrook had two sons and two daughters: 
Florence, who became the wife of B. G. Poucher and died in New 
York in 1921; Dr. Arthur Tenney Holbrook, a practicing physician 
of Milwaukee; Hortense, now Mrs. T. H. Spence, of Milwaukee; and 
Harold E. 

After attending the public schools of Milwaukee, Doctor Harold 
Holbrook won his Bachelor of Science degree at Harvard University 
in 1908, and was graduated from the Chicago College of Dentistry 
in 1905 at which time the degree of Doctor of Dental Surgery was 
conferred on him. He began practicing in association with his 
father. He has made steady progress in his profession, at all times 
keeping in touch with every modern improvement in dentistry, and 
has a well equipped office in which he renders valuable service to his 
patients. He belongs to the American Dental Association and has 
held official positions in the Wisconsin State and Milwaukee County 
Dental societies. He is likwise a member of the Odontological Acad- 
emy and at all times he has been actuated by a laudable ambition 
to hold a foremost position in professional circles. 

Doctor Holbrook married Enid E. Scott, a native of Atlanta, 
Georgia, who when fourteen years of age came to Wisconsin with 
her parents, Fred M. and Mary (Caswell) Scott, both of whom were 
born in Wisconsin and belonged to old pioneer families of the state. 
Doctor and Mrs. Holbrook are parents of two sons and a daughter: 
Harold E. Jr., who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is 
now with the Cleaver-Brooks Company, located in North Carolina, 
where he is doing experimental work with dehydrated foods and 
managing an experimental farm. He married Jane Brooks and they 
have three children, Patricia, Sandra and Harold III. John Scott, 
the younger son, is now a lieutenant (j. g.) in the armed guard, 
U. S. Navy. He attended Harvard and the University of North 
Carolina and engaged in the insurance business in Milwaukee. He 
married Francesca Eschweiler and has three children, Anne Chad- 
bourne, John Scott Jr. and Thomas Lincoln. Josephine Tenney 
Holbrook became the wife of William M. Pickslay Jr., of Milwaukee, 
and their three children are William M. III, Peter and Mary. 

Doctor and Mrs. Holbrook are members of the Plymouth Congre- 
gational Church, of which he has been a trustee, and he is interested 
in all that makes for progressive citizenship. He obtains his recrea- 
tion through fishing and outdoor activities and he makes his home 
in River Hills on the North River Road, outside of Milwaukee. 


ARTHUR J. GERLACH, vice president and treasurer of Paulson- 
Gerlach & Associates of Milwaukee, an advertising agency with 
offices at 606 West Wisconsin Avenue, was born in this city, January 
30, 1897, a son of Herman and Jenny (Kluiver) Gerlach, both of 
whom have passed away. Both his paternal and maternal grand- 
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fathers were natives of Germany and became identified with farm- 
ing interests in Wisconsin during the period of early development 
in this state. The Gerlach family was established in Sheboygan 
County, where Herman Gerlach was born and reared. He was a 
graduate of the Oshkosh Normal School and became a teacher in the 
German parochial schools of Milwaukee, where he died in 1910, at 
the age of forty-nine years, having been born in 1861. His wife was 
born in Emden, Germany, and was brought to the United States by 
her parents when only four years of age. By her marriage to Her- 
man Gerlach she became the mother of four children, of whom 
Arthur J. is the youngest, the others being: Mrs. A. H. Marquardt, 
of Milwaukee; and Herman H. and Hugo A., who likewise reside in 
Milwaukee. 

Arthur J. Gerlach pursued his early education in the Milwaukee 
schools and was graduated from the North Division high school. 
He then secured a position as an office boy, later was bookkeeper 
and afterward was office manager in a wholesale grocery house. fle 
worked for four years and then enlisted for service in the first 
World War, joining the United States Navy, in which he was com- 
missioned an ensign. When hostilities had ended he returned home 
and soon afterward enrolled as a student in the University of Wis- 
consin, where he was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree 
in 1924. He started in the advertising business as assistant adver- 
tising manager with the Kearney & Trecker Corporation and later 
became advertising manager for the Sterling Motor ‘Truck Company 
and advertising manager for the T. L. Smith Company. For a time 
he was also a free lance advertising man. In 1931 he joined Bernard 
J. Paulson in organizing their present advertising business under 
the name of Paulson-Gerlach & Associates, and through the inter- 
vening years their patronage has steadily increased, so that they 
now handle the business for many large and important corporations. 

At one time Mr. Gerlach was president of the Milwaukee Associa- 
tion of Industrial Advertisers. He has been active in the Milwaukee 
Cosmopolitan Club, of which he was the president in 1942, atter 
having’ previously served as secretary and vice president. He 1s 
connected with the American Legion as a member of Alonzo Cud- 
worth Post No. 23 and with the Masonic order as a member ot 
Henry L. Palmer Lodge No. 301, F. & A. M. He is a member ot 
the Milwaukee Camp of Gideons, was formerly active in the work 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association, is a sustaining member 
of the Boy Scouts of America and a member of the Milwaukee Ad- 
vertising Club, the Association of Commerce and the Wisconsin Uni- 
versity Alumni Association. He belongs to Grace Kvangelical 
Reform Church and is interested in all that tends to uplift the 
individual or advance the welfare and betterment of the community 
at large. 

Mr. Gerlach makes his home at 8422 Jackson Park Boulevard. 
He married Margaret Williamson, a native of Youngstown, Ohio, 
and a daughter of Alfred and Elizabeth (Royer) Williamson, who 
are still living in the vicinity of Youngstown. Mrs. Gerlach’s grand- 
father, Clarence Williamson, is also living and he and Alfred Wil- 
liamson own Rowilla Glenn, a notable fruit farm near Youngstown. 
The grandfather was a pioneer resident of the Buckeye State and 
developed there this famous fruit farm, which is known throughout 
the country. Mrs. Gerlach supplemented her early education by 
study in the University of Wisconsin and before her marriage was a 
teacher in the schools of Sebring, Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Gerlach have 
become parents of two sons and two daughters, namely: Mary 
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Ellen, sixteen years of age, now attending the Wauwatosa high 
school; Lloyd, fourteen years of age and a student in the junior 
high school of Wauwatosa; Barbara Jean, aged eight years; and 
Frederick, a lad of six. 


Dr. J. GURNEY TAYLOR, who has always displayed high talent, 
broad intelligence and keen discernment in the practice of medicine 
during the thirty-one years in which he has lived in Milwaukee, is 
a partner in the firm of Drs. Gray, Taylor, and Pink, and is largely 
concentrating his time and attention upon internal medicine and 
pediatrics. He came to Wisconsin from the eastern seaboard, for 
he was born in Burlington, New Jersey, May 23, 1872, a son of 
William Shipley and Julia (Kirkbride) Taylor. His ancestors were 
members of the Society of Friends or Quakers. His father was a 
well known business man of Philadelphia, and his great uncle, Dr. 
Joseph W. Taylor, was the founder of Bryn Mawr College for Women 
at Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. 

After completing his preliminary studies Doctor Taylor attended 
Haverford College of Haverford, Pennsylvania. He matriculated in 
the medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, where his 
professional degree was bestowed on him in 1895. His internships 
included Mercer Memorial Hospital, Atlantic City, New Jersey; St. 
Christopher’s Hospital for Children, Philadelphia; and Pennsylvania 
Hospital, Philadelphia. He took postgraduate work in London, 
England. 

Doctor Taylor remained in practice in Philadelphia until 1912. 
During that time he was a member of the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society, the Pennsylvania State Medical Society, Philadelphia 
Pediatric Society, a member of their Certified Milk Commission, the 
Philadelphia Pathological Society, a fellow of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Physicians, member of the Pennsylvania State Tuberculosis 
Association and treasurer, director of the Philadelphia County Medi- 
cal Society. He was secretary of the Philadelphia Medical Club for 
eight years and secretary of the Physician’s Motor Club of Phila- 
delphia for eight years. He served as attending physician to Penn- 
sylvania Hospital (Out-Patient Department) ; St. Christopher’s Hos- 
pital, also chief of staff for a term of years; the Pennsylvania Insti- 
tution for Instruction of the Blind; the Philadelphia Orphanage, and 
Out-Patient Departments of St. Joseph’s and Union Mission hos- 
pitals. He was a member of the vestry of St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, Overbrook, Pennsylvania, and secretary for ten years, also 
secretary of the Landholders’ Club, Overbrook, Pennsylvania; treas- 
urer of the Overbrook Golf Club; and assistant treasurer, Fentress 
Coal and Coke Company, Philadelphia, also a member of Union 
League and University clubs of Philadelphia. 

Doctor Taylor’s record of activities from 1913 in Wisconsin is 
as follows: Member, Wisconsin State Board of Medical Examiners, 
president two terms; member, Wisconsin State Medical Society, vice- 
president one term; member, Milwaukee County Medical Society; 
member, Milwaukee Academy of Medicine; member, Milwaukee 
Pediatric Society, president three terms and member of executive 
committee three years; member, Milwaukee Internists’ Club; ex- 
member, Milwaukee City Club and chairman of public health com- 
mittee; at one time lecturer on pediatrics at University of Wisconsin 
Medical Extension Division (10 years) ; chief of staff of Milwaukee 
Infants’ Hospital seven years; attending physician, consultant and 
member of executive committee of Milwaukee Children’s Hospital; 
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consultant at Johnston Emergency Hospital, president of staff for 
one term; attending physician, Columbia Hospital, member of gov- 
erning staff, chairman of intern committee from 1930 to date; mem- 
ber of medical milk commission of the Milwaukee Academy of Medi- 
cine from 1915 to date, secretary over a period of years and at present 
chairman for seven years; member Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis. 
Association, recording secretary for twelve years, director from 1934 
to date, president from 1932 to 1934, member of executive committee 
from 1935 to date. From 1927 to date he has been a member of 
the council of Boy Scouts of Milwaukee; 1930 to 1939, chairman of 
health and safety committee of Boy Scouts; 1917 to date, a member 
of the Milwaukee Rotary Club; 1939, director of Milwaukee Rotary 
Club ;member of the Milwaukee University Club; attending physician, 
Milwaukee Downer College; attending physician, Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary; 1939, director, Associated Hospital Service, Inc.; 1942,, 
special committee on procurement and assignment, Milwaukee County 
Medical.Society. } 

His national activities are as follows: 1929, president, Central 
States Pediatric Society; 1930-32, member executive committee, 
Central States Pediatric Society, three years; 1934-38, director, 
National Tuberculosis Association; nine years, director American 
Child Health Association; 1907 to date, active member, now emeritus, 
American Clinical and Climatological Association; fellow of Ameri- 
can Medical Association ; 1928-38, delegate to American Medical As- 
sociation from Wisconsin; 1938, member of council on scientific 
assembly, American Medical Association ; 1939-44, member of council 
on scientific assembly, American Medical Association; 1930-42, mem- 
ber of the National Board of Medical Examiners; 1935 to 1942, mem- 
ber of executive committee of the National Board of Medical Examin- 
ers; member of The Federated Board of Medical Examiners; one of 
the founders of the Medical Inter-Fraternity Conference, secretary 
for ten years and chairman for four years. 

He is a member of Phi Gamma Delta, member of Alpha Mu Pi 
Omega medical fraternity; a past president of Philadelphia and 
Milwaukee chapters of Alpha Mu Pi Omega medical fraternity, grand 
president three terms, grand secretary many years, 1927 to date, 
fellow, American College of Physicians; certified for specialty of 
internal medicine by the American Board of Internal Medicine; fellow 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics; 1938-44, member of council 
of American Association of Medical Milk Commissions. 

Over a period of years Doctor Taylor has been active in the 
organizations of the University of Pennsylvania, holding the follow- 
ing appointments: Director, University of Pennsylvania Medical 
Alumni, member of central committee of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, director of General Alumni, member of committee of LOO 
vice-president, Philadelphia Alumni Society of medical department 
of University of Pennsylvania, 1910-12, past vice president of 
Associated Club of University of Pennsylvania, past president of 
Wisconsin University of Pennsylvania Alumni, member of the welfare 
committee of the University of Pennsylvania Associated Alumni, 
member of the bicentennial committee of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania and local chairman. 

During the first World War Doctor Taylor entered the army as 
contract surgeon and was discharged with the rank of captain, during 
which time he was on the heart and tuberculosis examining boards, 
commanding officer of three boards, also commanding officer of Base 
Hospital No. 130, and after the Armistice served in the surgeon 
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general’s office in Washington in the division of reconstruction under 
Colonel Billings, and obtained the rank of lieutenant-colonel in the 
Medical Reserve Corps. 

In 1899 Doctor Taylor married Mary Richards, and they had 
two children. J. Gurney Taylor Jr., born September 21, 1902, is a 
graduate of Williams College and spent his first two years of medicine 
at the University of Wisconsin, finishing same at the University of 
Pennsylvania, where he gained his M. D. degree in 1930. He is now 
a lieutenant colonel with Evacuation Hospital No. 9 on foreign shores. 
He married Renée Brébion. The daughter is Ann Richards Taylor, 
born February 13, 1900. For his second wife Doctor Taylor married 
Elizabeth Broughton, and they reside at 845 East Glen Avenue, while 
the Doctor has his office at 324 East Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee. 


JAMES W. HEIBERING, filling the office of county coroner of Racine 
County and also well known in business circles through his connection 
with the Heibering Funeral Home, of which he is one of the owners, 
has been a lifelong resident of the city of Racine, where he was born 
July 29, 1907, a son of Philip and Mildred (Black) Heibering, the 
latter also a native of Racine. The father, who was born at Mineral 
Point, Wisconsin, has been a funeral director of Racine for nearly 
thirty-five years. 

After acquiring his education in the public schools of his native 
city James W. Heibering joined his father in the undertaking business 
and became a licensed embalmer in 1930. He has since engaged in 
this line of business, and the house is accorded a liberal patronage 
because of its reliable methods and enterprising spirit. In November, 
1942, he was elected to the office of coroner of Racine County and 
took over the duties of the position in January, 1943. 

Mr. Heibering was married on the 19th of October, 1927, to 
Hazel Benson, a daughter of Louis and Ida (Fries) Benson, the 
former born in Racine and the latter in the State of Nebraska. Mr. 
Benson was a stationary engineer and millwright who for many 
years was in the employ of the Horlick Malted Milk Company. He 
died March 4, 1936, and is still survived by his widow, who yet 
makes her home in Racine. The family of Mr. and Mrs. Heibering 
now numbers two children, namely: Marilyn M., who was born May 
20, 1928, and Sally J., born August 31, 1933. Mrs. Heibering has 
always been much interested in music and is serving as church 
organist in the Plymouth Congregational Church, in which Mr. and 
Mrs. Heibering have membership. She is a member of the Eastern 
Star and of the White Shrine, while Mr. Heibering, long a loyal 
follower of Masonry, has membership in the Blue Lodge, the Royal 
Arch Chapter, the Knight Templar Commandery and in the Ancient 
Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, being at all times 
a loyal follower of the teachings and high purposes of the craft. 
He has membership in the Kiwanis Club and he belongs to the Wis- 
consin Funeral Directors Association and the National Funeral Di- 
rectors Association. Politically he has always been a stalwart Re- 
publican, giving unfaltering allegiance to the principles of the party 
and working earnestly for its support. He and his family reside at 
1501 Maple Street and, being a lifelong resident of Racine, he is 
well known here, having a large circle of warm friends who have 
known him from his boyhood days to the present—their high regard 
being indicative of the fact that at all times he has measured up to 
the advanced standards of manhood and citizenship. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


“Tf a builder build a house for someone, even though 
he has not yet completed it; if then the walls seem 
toppling, the builder must make the walls solid from 
his own means.” 


CODE OF HAM MURABI—KING OF BABYLONIA, 
TWENTY-THIRD CENTURY B. C. 

The story of the life and times of Lyle H. Olson might well be 
called “The Building of a Profession.” Few men in all history have 
been given the opportunity to take an active part in laying the founda- 
tion stones of a true profession, and perhaps to that extent he was 
born under a “lucky star’’—his time was right. For when he entered 
upon his calling at the dawn of the present century, appraising as a 
profession was little more than an idea. Granted the accident of his 
period, he truly lived up to his opportunity. 

Lyle Olson was a builder by instinct. As did the earlier architects 
of history, he considered the design as of the greatest significance, but 
felt that the true architect must also be a builder—his design must 
attain substance and reality in stone, brick and mortar, and he must 
personally wield the chisel and the trowel if the finished work was to 
serve human needs adequately and attain some measure of perfection 
and beauty in the process. 

The character of the man may well be summed up in his strict 
adherence to the extract from the Code of Hammurabi, which intro- 
duces this tribute. He, himself, quoted the words in one of his recent 
addressses, but little realized that they so well expressed his own 
guiding philosophy. He held with Ruskin that “when we build, let 
us think that we build forever’’—and should the structure later fail 
from any cause, then the builder must indeed go back and ‘‘make the 
walls solid from his own means.” It was his credo. 

Lyle Olson was possessed of a remarkably analytical mind, and 
a liberal outlook toward life and business. Born in the small village 
of Mount Morris, Wisconsin, his father shortly removed the family 
to the town of Berlin, where he conducted a commercial hotel. The 
natural beauties of Wisconsin’s countryside, together with the ob- 
viously rigorous exigencies of running a small-town hotel in the 
eighties and nineties had a great influence upon the boy’s life. He 
retained always his love for the finer things tempered with the neces- 
sity for hard and continued effort. 

Upon finishing his high school education he turned his natural 
talents in design for the moment to interior decoration. Then followed 
a correspondence course in architecture and an affiliation with an 
architectural firm in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Assigned to a cooperative 
engagement with The American Appraisal Company, he decided that 
herein lay the field for his talents, and joined its then limited staff 
in the year 1898. 

That he had chosen wisely was apparent. He soon sensed the 
tremendous power of organized effort. He was a champion for the 
“American Way” and the sanctity of the rights of the individual to 
freedom of thought and action, but believed that the greatest expres- 
sion of such rights could best result through group endeavor. The 
sincerity of his belief in this doctrine and the inherent humbleness of 
the man are clearly evidenced in his own words: 


“Hor more than forty years I have been a part of the evolution 
that started with the untrained individual and—by the trial and 
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error method and some constructive planning—has developed 
into a coordinated organization with the experience and resources 
to appraise the varied types of properties throughout the United 
States and in other parts of the world. In this type of appraising, 
the individual to some extent subordinates himself to the or- 
ganization, or—stated another way—the individual is reinforced 
by the resources and controlling influence of the organization. 
As a part of such an organization I am an appraiser of ability, 
wide experience and resourcefulness; but divorced from this 
organization I would have but the limited capacity of an ordinary 
individual.” 


Lyle Olson’s success and his great contributions to the raising of 
the standards of appraisal thought and practice in America may be 
attributed largely to his unalterable adherence to this doctrine. It was 
his idea that the accurate valuation of construction and of the vast 
and increasing lines of mechanical equipment could only be accom- 
plished through tested formule, research, and statistical analysis. 
This led to the growth of the profession through the creation of 
technical and research divisions, and the beginning of a sound litera- 
ture covering the wide field of appraisal activity. 

He sensed the need for the perpetuation of appraisal service to 
business—and thus was largely responsible for the introduction and 
development of Continuous Service as practiced in the appraisal field 
today. 

He developed empirical data used for the benefit of industry 
covering property lives and depreciation, control, and standards of 
performance. He was constantly alert to new problems and oppor- 
tunities in the field and, when the income tax laws attained greater 
and greater complexities, he laid the foundation for the many related 
services now being rendered to industry by the appraisal profession. 

In the year 1915 he was advanced to the position of general 
manager. In the early 1920s he was elected as a vice president, and 
shortly thereafter removed to New York City, where he could be 
closer to the financial scene. He rose to this opportunity and broad- 
ened his horizons by building strong and lasting friendships among 
bankers, accountants, lawyers and educators—usually to take an active 
part in strengthening the advantages gained by association within 
the many professional groups. 

Lyle Olson was a prolific writer in the field of property economics. 
He was also a member of various engineering, accounting, and eco- 
nomic groups. He organized the Association of Appraisal Executives 
and served throughout as chairman. He held various offices in the 
Controllers Institute of America, National Association of Cost Ac- 
countants, Association for the Advancement of Management, and, in 
the past year or two, he had been active and was currently serving 
as president of the Technical Valuation Society. 

But those of us who knew him best and worked with him through 
the years—we loved him for his human qualities, his idealism, his 
unquenchable spirit, and his abiding faith in the integrity of and 
strength within the souls of human beings, regardless of their indi- 
vidual capacities. We may well close an all too inadequate tribute 
to a great friend and coworker with a quotation from one of his 
recent letters: 


“Life is full of actual and potential tragedy and woe throughout 
the world in general, and also in modified degree in our immediate 
environment. I do not think we should be too well satisfied, easy 
going or indifferent because it has not directly assailed us. How- 
ever, my personal philosophy is to accept the conditions as they 
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exist, with faith that the better qualities of mankind will ulti- 
mately govern our progress. In the meantime, our best influences 
should be in that direction.” 


Lyle Olson, the builder and the philosopher, but the appraiser 
first, last and foremost! In the trying times that lie ahead we shall 
miss him. 

Mr. Olson is survived by his wife, Flora Tuchel Olson, and three 
daughters: Eleanor; Meredith, wife of Major Kenneth Schwartz, 
ie S. A., and Ruth, wife of Captain Clarke Taplan, United States 

rmy. 


LYLE HOWARD OLSON 


“Spread the thin oar, and catch the driving gale.” 
—ALEXANDER POPE. 


They say that Lyle is gone. 

Not so! to us who labored by his side 
And laughed and cried 

And grew 

In strength and stature too 

And loved him move as day by day 

He steered the ship along the way. 

No! Steady on! 

He is not gone. 


When came a troubel sea 

Self-fettered in the bowels of the ship 

He pulled an oar with ever stronger grip. 
And laughed with glee 

At you and me 

The weaker souls who would abandon ship 
When the tide was at its rip. 


He isn’t gone! 

But carries on 

To guide us to our final destiny 

Where’er it be 

By true and fathom tested chart 

Tis full enough to cheer the faintest heart. 
And those of us who loved him through the years 
Must put apart our tears. 

We too will carry on 

And he will guide us—set aside our fears. 
Lyle is not gone! 


Frep §. OLSON heads the largest organization in the world 
devoted exclusively to property analysis and valuation—the American 
Appraisal Company of Milwaukee, of which he is the president. 
Throughout his entire business career he has been associated with 
this organization, and ability and merit, based upon indefatigable 
industry and enterprise, are the basis of his notable success. 

Wisconsin proudly claims him as a native son. He was born in 
Waukau, Winnebago County, September 19, 1879, a son of the late 
H. H. and Lillian (Carter) Olson. His father, a native of Norway, 
was a lad of ten years when he accompanied his parents on the trip 
across the Atlantic, with Mount Morris, Wisconsin, as their desti- 
nation. Although self educated, Hans H. Olson was well informed 
and in early manhood engaged in school teaching, while later he 
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conducted a lumber business and afterward was proprietor of a hotel 
in Berlin, Wisconsin. He likewise represented his district in the 
State Legislature. His wife, following his death some twenty years 
prior, made her home with their son Lyle H. in New Rochelle, New 
York, and passed away in 1948. She was of English lineage, although 
the family was early established in Vermont. Of their children, 
Lyle H., who died January 14, 1944, was for many years a partner 
in the American Appraisal Company, and Myron C., who resided 
in Hinsdale, Illinois, died in 1938. 

The third son, Fred S$. Olson, was a public school pupil in Berlin, 
Wisconsin, until he had completed the three years of high school 
and at the age of seventeen he started out in the business world by 
becoming an employe of the American Appraisal Company. The 
years have chronicled his steady progress. His diligence and deter- 
mination carried him steadily forward and in 1922 he was elected 
to the presidency, which office he has now filled for twenty-one years. 
The business was founded in 1896, when a lawyer and a contractor 
recognized the need for accurate, impartial and dependable property 
facts and estimates, and with a rented typewriter as equipment they 
began business. 

During the 1920s, the organization numbered a thousand persons. 
Its main operating, research and statistical divisions occupy seven 
floors of a large office building at 525 East Michigan Street in Mil- 
waukee, while district offices are maintained in many industrial 
centers of the country, with executive and administrative depart- 
ments in New York, Chicago, Cleveland and San Francisco, as well 
as Milwaukee. Offices were also maintained in London, England, 
and Berlin, Germany, prior to the War. As early as 1899 the com- 
pany numbered among its clients corporations of national magnitude, 
and its clientele includes today hundreds of the most important 
business concerns of the country. While the early appraisals of the 
company were of the “personal opinion type,” with the growth of 
the business to a national and then an international scale came the 
development of uniform standards of practice and the creation and 
utilization of research and statistical divisions which maintain a 
large technical library and probably the largest single collection of 
price and other labor, material, machinery, and equipment valuation 
data. It originated the concept of organized, provable property 
analysis and valuation work as opposed to personal opinion or 
haphazard estimate appraisals. Its record covers appraisals in 
Alaska, Hawaii, Mexico, Patagonia, Cuba, Porto Rico, Jamaica, 
Bermuda, Newfoundland, Germany, France, Switzerland, Norway 
and of underocean telephone cables, as well as of practically every 
line of business in the United States and Canada. It has also served 
various municipalities, counties, states and countries. Mr. Olson 
has long been a most prominent factor in the development and stabili- 
zation of the business and is outstanding in appraisal circles, heading 
a business that has its representatives in every important city of 
the United States and Canada. He has also been interested, and to 
some extent still is, in other business concerns. 

In Masonry Mr. Olson has taken the degrees of lodge, chapter, 
commandery, consistory and the Shrine and also has membership 
with the Elks. He has belonged to the Milwaukee Club, the Mil- 
waukee Athletic, City and Wisconsin clubs, the Chenequa Country 
Club, the Duquesne Club of Pennsylvania, the Bankers Club of New 
York City, the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce, and the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers, but has ceased active connection 
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with many of these because of the demands of his business. His 
political endorsement has always been given the Republican party. 
On the 10th of August, 1910, Mr. Olson married Adeline Shepherd, 
of Milwaukee, a daughter of Charles W.and Ella (Thissell) Shepherd. 
They were residents of Algona, Iowa, when Mrs. Olson was born 
but soon afterward came to Milwaukee e, where her father lived 
retired until his death. Through the maternal line she traces her 
ancestry back to the Mayflower. She has always taken an active 
part in the literary and cultural life of the city and was given a 
very liberal education in music, developing her native talent in that 
field, which was later expressed in musical composition, one of which 
s “Pickles and Peppers” that gained her much more than local 
note. “She is eligible to membership in the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and she belongs to the Milwaukee Art Club and the 
Milwaukee Literary Society, while of the Milwaukee University 
school she served as secretary for a number of years. The children 
of Mr. and Mrs. Olson are Dorothy and Fred S. Jr. The daughter 
is now the wife of Gerald Holtz, of Milwaukee. The son, who married 
Betty Crottey, attended Cornell University and was a student in 
Purdue University when he enlisted for service in World War II 
and became a pilot with the Army Air Corps. He was reported 
missing in action June 3, 1942. He was operating out of India. 


LAWRENCE A. HAUTZ has most creditable rating in business 
circles in Milwaukee, where he is engaged in the general insurance 
business, with offices at 735 North Water Street. He has made steady 
advancement since he entered this field of activity, but he is perhaps 
even more widely known through his efforts in behalf of wild life 
conservation in Wisconsin, particularly in connection with bird life. 

Born at Bay View, Milwaukee County, August 19, 1908, Lawrence 
A. Hautz is a son of Lorenz and Caroline Hautz, who are now resid- 
ing at Hartland, Waukesha County, Wisconsin. The father has 
been proprietor of a barber shop on South Kinnickinnic Street in 
Milwaukee for forty years. Both he and his wite were born in 
Mansfield, Ohio. In the family of Lorenz and Caroline Hautz are 
four children, of whom Lawrence is the youngest, the others being 
Helen, Lillian M. and Esther G. 

Pursuing his early education in Milwaukee, Lawrence A. Hautz 
attended the Dover Street school and afterward entered the Bay 
View high school, from which he was graduated in 1926. He after- 
ward studied law in connection with the University of Wisconsin 
extension course. His initial step in the business world was made as 
an assistant in the advertising department of the Holeproof Hosiery 
Company and he was subsequently a salesman with the Addresso- 
graph Company. For sixteen years he has been engaged in the insur- 
ance business, representing the Travellers Insurance Company, and 
his course has been one of steady progression. He keeps abreast of 
the times in every particular bearing upon insurance, and his modern 
agency facilities offer the following services: life insurance, cover- 
ing protection, annuities and trust agreements; fire and marine 
insurance, with an engineering service; automobile insurance with a 
claim service from the Atlantic to the Pacific; income insurance, 
with disability payments for life; bonds, both fidelity and surety; 
and policy surveys, with rate and coverage analysis. 

Mr. Hautz’ chief activity outside of the insurance field has been 
in connection with conservation interests in Wisconsin. He has 
taught conservation in the schools of Milwaukee and he has con- 
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tributed many articles on birds and other wild life to the Milwaukee 
Journal. We has established a bird refuge and sanctuary on land 
which he owns at Rhinelander, Oneida County, Wisconsin. Here he 
has many large and small bird houses and in summer has a large 
colony of martins and hundreds of song birds. A large number of 
squirrels and pheasants have been released in the vicinity. He has 
planted thirty-five thousand evergreens and numerous other trees 
and shrubs. The State Conservation Commission on hearing of 
the project cooperated in many of the experimental projects. Mr, 
tlautz is the author of a book on Bird Houses for Wisconsin, which 
he has distributed to the manual training departments of public 
schools of Wisconsin. He sponsored the program of feeding wild 
ducks “in the Lincoln Memorial Park and he received the William 
T. Hornaday gold medal in 1929 as an award for outstanding con- 
servation service in the United States. While in high school he was 
also awarded the Bay View High gold medal for scholarship and all 
around school leadership. He is an Kagle Scout and managed the 
Milwaukee Boy Scout Bugle and Drum Corps for five years. 

In 1934 Mr. Hautz was appointed to the Milwaukee Jowrnal’s out- 
door advisory staff. Three years before, in 1931, he was appointed 
to the Marquette University faculty as a conservation teacher. He 
was a member of the Wisconsin Humane Society board of directors 
for many years. 

Mr. Hautz married Caroline Nachtmann, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Nachtmann. She ac- 
quired her early education in the Keystone State and attended schools 
in Milwaukee and Europe. 


Grorce A. BOWMAN for almost a third of a century a member 
of the Wisconsin bar, having practiced in Milwaukee since 1912, 
has a large clientele that indicates his ability in finding correct solu- 
tion for the intricate and involved problems of the law. He is a 
native of the neighboring State of Illinois, having been born in 
Shelbyville, May 29, 1890, his parents being Dr. Jesse and Anna 
(Reiss) Bowman. His grandfather on the paternal side was the 
first dentist of Shelby County to win the degree of Doctor of Dental 
Surgery, and he not only practiced dentistry but was also a physician 
of local note. The family is of Scotch-Irish lineage and was estab- 
lished in Shelby County at an early period of the development of 
that section of the state. 

Dr. Jesse Bowman was born in Shelbyville in 1862 and during 
his youthful days attended the public and high schools there, after 
which he enrolled as a student in the Indianapolis School of Dentistry. 
On his return home he practiced in connection with his father, remain- 
ing in Shelbyville until 1906. The year 1908 witnessed his arrival 
in Milwaukee, where he continued in the active work of his pro- 
fession until his death in December, 1928. He was a member of 
the Shelbyville Lutheran Church and served as superintendent of 
its Sunday school, and it was in that church that he married Anna 
Reiss, who was born, reared and educated in Shelbyville, where her 
parents had settled in the early 1860s, having come to the United 
States from their native city of Leipzig, Germany. Dr. Jesse and 
Anna (Reiss) Bowman had a family of three sons and a daughter: 
Fred H., who is practicing dentistry in Milwaukee; Carl R., who 
died in Milwaukee in November, 1928; George A., of this review; 
and Floy E., who is the widow of Lawrence Ford, who was a drug- 
gist of Chicago. 
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George A. Bowman is indebted to the public school system of 
Shelbyville, Illinois, for his early educational opportunities, and 
after his graduation from high school with the class of 1908 he 
attended Sparks Business College in his native city. He pursued his 
law course in Marquette University, winning his LL. B. degree in 
1912, and for two years thereafter was in the law office of William L. 
Tibbs, since which time he has practiced independently. While 
advancement at the bar is proverbially slow, he closely apphed him- 
self, prepared his cases with thoroughness and care and made steady 
progress. In 1924 he was appointed district attorney and the excel- 
lent record he made in his four years’ service in that position is 
indicated in the fact that he was elected district attorney in 1928, 
yemaining in the office until 1933. He was again made district 
deputy in 1936 and continued in the office until 1943. He was also 
chosen one of the lawmakers of the state in 1919, serving in the 
Legislature through the following term. Since attaining his majority 
he has given his political support to the Republican party and has 
worked earnestly for its success and the adoption of its principles. 
On his retirement from office he resumed the private practice of 
law and he belongs to the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Milwaukee 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association. 

In Shelby County, Illinois, June 30, 1914, Mr. Bowman married 
Edna Hunter, who was born and reared in that district, a daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hunter, whose people were pioneer residents 
of Shelby County. Following her graduation from the Shelbyville 
high school Mrs. Bowman attended Oberlin College of Ohio. Their 
family now numbers two sons and a daughter. William H., the 
eldest, now twenty-seven years of age, was graduated from Mar- 
quette University with the Bachelor of Arts degree and from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1939 with the Bachelor of Laws degree. 
He was engaged in law practice in association with his father for 
two years and then enlisted, being now an ensign in the navy, an 
officer on a communications gunnery destroyer escort. George A. 
Bowman Jr., twenty-five years of age, also gained his Bachelor of 
Arts degree at Marquette University, which likewise conferred on 
him the Bachelor of Laws degree in 1948. He was admitted to 
practice on the 16th of June of that year and on July 7, 1943, joined 
the naval aviation service, being now in training at DePauw Uni- 
versity in Greencastle, Indiana. LaVone E., born August 23, 1919, 
received her degree in dietetics from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1942 and her Master’s degree in biological chemistry. in October, 
1943. Mrs. Bowman is a member of the Delphian Club, while fra- 
ternally Mr. Bowman is connected with the Masons, the Elks and 
the Eagles. He is a member of Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He 
also belongs to the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the City Club and 
is an active worker in the Steuben Club. 


CuDAHY PuBLIc SCHOOLS. It has been said that the most vital 
element in community life is the educational system. Almost since 
the inception of the village as the seat of the meat packing industry 
of Patrick Cudahy this place has had reason to boast of its schools, 
and with the steady yet rapid development of the town the schools 
have ever kept pace. Today on the shore of Lake Michigan there 
stands at 4903 South Lake Drive a handsome high school building 
in the midst of spacious grounds with wide open spaces beyond. The 
first building housed the seventh, eighth and ninth grades as a junior 
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high school. It was built in 1919, when there were one hundred and 
forty-five pupils in attendance. Since then three additions have been 
made to the building which now includes the senior high school, where 
the work of the ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades is taught. 
The Cudahy schools include three grade school buildings, the voca- 
tional school and the high school and instruction is here given accord- 
ing to the most modern and progressive methods of education. 

For about seven years the schools have been under the direction 
of John E. Jones, an efficient superintendent, who has handled well 
the school work during the period of fluctuating attendance caused by 
war conditions. The normal attendance is seven hundred and eighty. 

John EK. Jones was born May 15, 1888, on a farm near Algoma 
in Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, a son of Anton and Antonia Jones, 
the former a native of England and the latter of Austria. They were 
identified with the early farming interests of Kewaunee County and 
both have now passed from this life. Their son began his education 
in the Lincoln Township country school near his father’s farm and 
afterward mastered the work of the grades and the high school as 
taught in Kewaunee, while later he was a student in the training 
school for teachers at Door, Kewaunee County, and in the Oshkosh 
Normal School. He received his Bachelor of Philosophy degree from 
Marquette University in 1931 and his Master’s degree from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin in 1938. While pursuing his education he taught 
periodically, taking his first teaching position in 1911 in the rural 
school in which he first received instruction. He has always confined 
his teaching to Wisconsin and was connected with the grade schools 
in Casco, Kewaunee County, and was principal of the high school at 
Mishicot, Manitowoc County, in 1917. His professional career, how- 
ever, was interrupted by his service in the first World War, in which 
he was with the field artillery replacement unit and later was trans- 
ferred to the Officers Training Camp, where he was on duty when 
the Armistice was signed. 

After his military duties were ended Mr. Jones was employed 
for a short time in the office of the secretary of state at Madison and 
later he accepted the position of superintendent of schools of Kewau- 
nee County, resigning that position to become principal of the Almond 
school in Portage County. Later he was identified with a business 
institution at Green Bay as administrator and superintendent of the 
music department. He afterward served as a high school principal at 
Merrimac, Wisconsin, and later taught in the vocational school of South 
Milwaukee for four years, while for a similar period he was associated 
with the vocational school of Cudahy. He was next made principal 
of the Washington school in Cudahy, remaining there for four years, 
at the end of which time he became superintendent of the Cudahy 
schools and has so continued to the present time. He keeps in touch 
with the latest advances made in teaching, and he inspires pupils and 
teachers under him with the zeal and interest which he feels in his 
chosen calling. He is constantly thinking along broadening lines 
of usefulness and his long connection with the educational system 
here has been of much worth in the general progress that has been 
made. He belongs to the Wisconsin Educational Association, in which 
he has served on various committees, and his college fraternity is 
Phi Delta Kappa. 

In 1925 Mr. Jones married Myranda Hunsader, a native of Algoma, 
this state, and they have a family of three sons, of whom John E. 
Jr., now nineteen years of age, is the eldest. He is a graduate of the 
Cudahy high school and attended the University of Wisconsin before 
he joined the army and is now missing in action in Europe. Leonard, 
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who is a youth of seventeen, was graduated from the Cudahy high 
school and is now attending Marquette University, and working part 
time at the Milwaukee Post Office. He enlisted in the Air Corps. 
Richard, a lad of twelve, is a pupil in the Lincoln school. 


WALTER F. DUNLAP is president of Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap, 
Inc., conducting an advertising business that was founded March 
13, 1908. Aside from the advertising agency he is doing an outstand- 
ing and notable work in connection with the “Logan Way” of ena- 
bling farmers to purchase land and earn a living therefrom while 
saving payments toward the purchase price. In a word, Mr. Dunlap 
possesses marked initiative and enterprise and he never stops short 
of the successful accomplishment of his purpose. 

A native of Wisconsin, Mr. Dunlap was born at Princeton, Green 
Lake County, October 27, 1879, a son of August EK. and Jessie 
(Cooke) Dunlap, who were also natives of Wisconsin and are now 
deceased. August E. Dunlap was born on his father’s farm in Au- 
roraville, Waushara County, Wisconsin, became a lawyer and for 
many years engaged in the practice of his profession at Ripon, Fond 
du Lac County. He also filled the office of county clerk of Green 
Lake County and was city judge for a number of terms. He served 
as a soldier in the Union Army, going to the front with a Wisconsin 
regiment, and he died many years ago. His wife, Jessie (Cooke) 
Dunlap, was born in Princeton, Wisconsin, a daughter of Frederick 
W. Cooke, who was one of the earliest settlers of Fond du Lac Coun- 
ty and a member of the “Long House Association” at Ripon, which 
was composed of a colony of Scotch people who built a long house 
capable of accommodating several families, this being a community 
project, which played an important part in that section of the state. 
Later Frederick W. Cooke served for four terms as sheriff of Green 
Lake County and also engaged in farming and stockraising. His daugh- 
ter Jessie became the wife of August IE. Dunlap and they had a 
family of a daughter and three sons, as follows: Mable, who is the 
wite of G. F. Loomis, superintendent of schools at Kenosha, Wis- 
consin, who is active in the State Teachers Association, of which he 
is now serving as treasurer; Walter F’.; James E., who is filling the 
chair of Latin and Greek at the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor; and Keith D., who is a practicing dentist at La Jolla, Cali- 
fornia. 

After attending the grade schools of Ripon and completing his 
high school course there, Walter F’. Dunlap attended Wayland Acad- 
emy. While still in high school he worked for a real estate firm and 
after his textbooks were put aside he secured a position as otfice boy 
with an insurance company, thus entering upon the line of activity 
that in time brought him to the advertising business. For a time he 
was superintendent of agencies for the National Life insurance 

Company and later became state agent for the Fidelity Mutual Lite 
Insurance Company, with oflice in Milwaukee, In 1908 he joined the 
Klau-Van Pietersom firm of advertisers. The business had been es- 
tablished in 1906 by Anthony Van Pietersom and Gustave W. Klau 
and in 1908 it was incorporated as Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap, Inc. 
Mr. Dunlap became the vice president and general manager. Mr. 
Klau died in 1925 and Mr. Van Pietersom passed away in 1940, 
since which time Mr. Dunlap has been president and general man- 
ager. In advertising circles the company has achieved a national 
reputation. As early as 1922 a contemporary writer said, “As gen- 
eral manager Mr. Dunlap has demonstrated his keen business abil- 
ity and genius for devising the right thing at the right time and 
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is recognized as an important factor in the continued success of the 
business. The firm handles the advertising for some of the largest 
firms in Milwaukee and outside of this city has the patronage of 
nationally known concerns.” Each step in Mr. Dunlap’s life has 
been a forward one and he has recognized and utilized opportunities 
that others have heedlessly passed by. 

Many projects and enterprises have felt the stimulus and profited 
by the efforts of Mr. Dunlap. He is now one of the directors of the 
Logan Way, Inc., of Port Washington, Wisconsin, an organization 
which was formed for placing families on well equipped farms and 
then supervising their management until the property is paid 
for. This organization buys the land, pays the taxes and insurance 
and pufchases the farm equipment and livestock, supplies fertilizer 
and has the soil analyzed to see for what it is best suited in the way 
of crop production. Then they place on the farm preferably a happy 
married couple who must prove beforehand that they understand 
farming and are industrious and willing to work. The plan ar- 
ranged is that the occupant must use one-half the crop and dairy 
products to pay the Logan Way Corporation until the entire purchase 
price is met. The company has been operating for ten years and so 
fay there has never been a failure to meet the obligation, most of 
the farms having been paid for in five, six or seven years, although 
a liberal allowance of fifteen years is made. The plan is to start a 
capable farmer in a’ way that he can make money, for Mr. Logan had 
seen many an energetic and ambitious farmer fail because after pur- 
chasing his land he would be handicapped by not having proper 
equipment and stock whereby he could make the farm a paying in- 
vestment. His plan was written up in full in The Country Gentleman 
and the Farm Journal and today the company has more applicants 
than they can accommodate and has never met with losses through 
the assistance they have rendered to worthy and industrious agri- 
culturists. 

Mr. Dunlap is a most worthy, loyal and public-spirited citizen 
in every sense of the term. He is now an active member and a past 
director of the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce. He is a Rotarian 
who formerly served as president of the Milwaukee Rotary Club 
and as chairman of the magazine committee of Rotary International. 
He was also at one time president of the Sales Managers Club of Mil- 
waukee and he is a past president of the Izaak Walton League. He 
is a member of the National Outdoor Bureau, the A. N. A., the Peri- 
odical Publishers Association and the American Business Periodical 
Association and an honorary member of the Milwaukee Press Club. 
He is likewise a director of the Globe Union, Inc., of Milwaukee, 
manufacturers of radio equipment. He belongs to the Wisconsin 
Utilities Association, the Milwaukee Executives Association and the 
Washington Park Zoological Club, the Blue Mound Country Club, 
the Wisconsin Club of Milwaukee and the Milwaukee Athletic Club, 
while in fraternal circles he is known as a member: of Kenwood 
Lodge No. 303, F. & A. M., as a Consistory Mason and as a member 
of the Royal Order of Jesters. Along all lines of activity to which he 
has given his attention the public has been a benefactor, for he is 
continually seeking the general good. 

On the 2d of May, 1900, Mr. Dunlap married Miss Edith Meyer, 
a native of Ripon, Wisconsin, and a daughter of August Meyer, a 
cigar manufacturer of that city, but both he and his wife have long 
since passed away. Mr. and Mrs. Dunlap have one daughter, Mil- 
dred, who is the wife of Carl F. Kuepper, of Milwaukee, and the 
mother of two children, Lucyann and Richard Walter. 
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LAWRENCE CLARKE WHITTET, who has devoted much of his life 
to public service, is now supervisor of the State Inspection Bureau. 
Wisconsin claims him as a native son, for he was born on a farm 
near Albion, June 16, 1871, his parents being James D. and Louisa 
(Clarke) Whittet. James D. Whittet was born in Perth, Scotland, 
and was brought to America when four years old by his parents, 
James and Margaret (Dunbar) Whittet, who were pioneer settlers 
near Busseyville, Jefferson County, Wisconsin. James D. Whittet 
devoted his earlier manhood to agricultural pursuits and about 1882 
removed with his family to Edgerton, Wisconsin, where he became 
a dealer in lumber, grain and coal, continuing active along those 
lines until his death in 1902. He was always interested in the wel- 
fare- and upbuilding of his community, stanchly supporting all 
progressive measures, and for eight years served as a member of 
the school board. His wife survived him for more than a third of 
a century, being called from this life in 1986. In their family were 
eight children: Lawrence Clarke; Effie, who first married Kdwin 
Lord, of Edgerton, by whom she had one son, Donald, and who later 
became the wife of Frank Williams, also deceased, now resides 
on the old Whittet homestead; James, of Edgerton, who died in 
1941; Thomas, also of Edgerton, died in 1904; and Rosamond, the 
wife of Clouden Farrnan, of Edgerton, while three sons died in 
infancy. 

Lawrence Clarke Whittet began his education in a country school 
of Jefferson County and afterward passed through the grades in 
the public schools of Edgerton and in 1889 was graduated from 
high school there. Desirous of further broadening his education, 
he entered the University of Wisconsin. 

After completing his studies Mr. Whittet joined his father in 
business and remained his assistant until the father’s death, when 
he and his brother Thomas took charge, carrying on the business 
until Thomas died, when Lawrence C. Whittet continued alone. He 
thus remained active in the commercial interests of Edgerton until 
1913, when he sold the business and for several years lived retired 
from active work because of ill health. In the meantime he had 
become a factor in the public affairs of the state, having been elected 
to the General Assembly in 1909 and again in 1915 and 1917, serving 
as speaker of the House during the last two terms. He presided 
with fairness and impartiality over its deliberations and sought 
always the public good of the commonwealth. His justice, skill and 
unerringly correct parliamentarian management of the business 
of the assembly was always a matter of favorable comment and 
admiration. 

In 1915 Mr. Whittet was appointed executive secretary by Gov. 
E. L. Philipp and continued to serve in that capacity until 1921. 
The following year Governor Philipp was made. president of the 
Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce and insisted that Mr. Whittet join 
him as secretary, which he did, thus serving until Governor Philipp’s 
death in 1925. Having been named by Governor Philipp in his will 
as one of his administrators, he retired from his position in 
Milwaukee and assumed his duties as administrator of the estate. 

In 1932 Mr. Whittet was appointed federal and state director 
of the National Recovery Administration (NRA) and filled that 
position until 1987. Under civil service in the following year he 
was named head of the enforcement and inspection department of 
the state but the act creating that department was repealed in 1939. 
He continued as supervisor of the State Inspection Bureau and was 
placed in charge of the Trade Practice Commission. Av the present 
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time his office is that of supervisor of the State Inspection Bureau, 
and in this, as in all others he has filled, he is discharging his 
duties with marked promptness and fidelity, his record being at all 
times one over which there falls no shadow of wrong or suspicion 
of evil. He has always regarded a public office as a public trust, 
and it is well known that no trust reposed in Lawrence C. Whittet 
has ever been betrayed in the slightest degree. 

Mr. Whittet belongs to the Masonic order, has attained the Knight 
Templar degree in the Scottish Rite and the Consistory in the York 
Rite and is a member of the Shrine. He also belongs to the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks and was formerly a member of 
the Knights of Pythias. While in Milwaukee he was active in the 
Kiwanis and served as state secretary of the Kiwanis clubs. In 
religious faith he is a Congregationalist. In 1896 he married Cath- 
erine Hain, daughter of James D. and Catherine (Kind) ‘Hain, of 
Iidgerton. Mrs. Whittet died in 1938. She was a graduate of the 
Edgerton high school and all her life was very active in the civic 
and social affairs of Edgerton, where Mr. Whittet still owns real 
estate. ‘They were the parents of one son, James Lowell, born in 
September, 1897. He is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
and now resides in Milwaukee, where he holds an executive position 
with the Schuster Store. He married Leona Post, a daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Post, of Fulton, Rock County, Wisconsin. 
They have four children: Mary Jean, now serving in the WAVES 
during the second World War; Lawrence Post, a member of the 
United States Navy; Dorothy Catherine, a student at the University 
of Wisconsin; and James Lowell, attending high school. 


Harry C. BROCKEL, director of the port of Milwaukee and secre- 
tary of the Milwaukee harbor commission, with offices in the City 
Hall, has a most thorough and comprehensive understanding of the 
duties of this position, having been connected with the port in one 
phase or another since leaving high school when a youth of seven- 
teen years. He was born in Chicago, Ilinois, September 18, 1908, 
a son of Thomas J. and Margaret (Strachan) Brockel. The father, 
who died in 1928, was a native of Milwaukee, his father having been 
Nicholas Lrockel, who was born in Germany and came to Wisconsin 
in 1850. He served with the Union Army in the Givil War as a 
member of a Wisconsin company. His son, Thomas J. Brockel, was 
a railroad employe and married Margaret Strachan, who is still 
living in Milwaukee. She was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1874, 
and came with her parents to this state in 1888, the family home 
being established in Racine. Her father, William Strachan, engaged 
in the tailoring business in Racine, Milwaukee and Waukesha to 
the time of his death, which occurred many years ago. In the 
family of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. Brockel were fourteen children, 
all of whom are yet living, eleven of the number being still residents 
of Wisconsin. 

Harry C. Brockel was educated in the public schools of Mil- 
waukee, being graduated from the Lincoln high school with the 
class of 1926. He has worked with the harbor commission since 
that time, covering a period of eighteen years. After acting as 
junior clerk or office boy for a time he was promoted in 1928 to the 
position of assistant to the traffic director and in 1936 he was made 
secretary to the commission, which position he still fills. In Septem- 
ber, 1942, he was appointed municipal director of the Milwaukee 
port and was given the highest rating in the competitive examina- 
tion held by the city service commission among those desiring the 
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appointment. The duties of director of the port include the con- 
struction of dock facilities, dredging, transportation and planning 
public port improvements. Milwaukee has a port of diversified 
commerce and facilities. The geographic condition affords splendid 
opportunities for the development of a port, with three rivers pro- 
viding an inner harbor of great length and space, providing for 
efficient handling and prompt dispatch for vessel and cargo. There 
are modern municipal outer harbor facilities for bulk and package 
freight and municipal terminals are open to all shippers on equal 
terms, while modern handling equipment and methods are in use. 
The development of the port has been conducted along most pro- 
gressive lines. Modern port facilities have been built and much new 
commerce for the port has been secured, its commerce averaging 
annually more than seven million tons. Vessels of every description 
put into Milwaukee and here find the desired service, so that the 
city has won its title of “the most progressive port on the Great 
Lakes.” 

Much has been accomplished under the capable management and 
direction of Mr. Brockel, who not only thoroughly understands con- 
ditions and opportunities here, but has made a close study of other 
ports by trips around the lakes to Canada, England, Mexico and the 
eastern seaboard. In 1928 he took a three months’ leave of absence 
to work as a deckhand on an ocean freighter sailing between New 
Orleans and English ports. thus gaining knowledge that has 
been of much value to him in connection with his work in Milwaukee 
harbor. 

Mr. Brockel is well known in port circles and is now the secre- 
tary of the Great Lakes Harbors Association and a director of the 
American Association of Port Authorities. He also has membership 
in the Milwaukee Traffic Club, the Chicago Traflie Club, the Munic- 
ipal Engineers’ Association, American Society of Military Engineers 
and the Milwaukee Government Service League, of which he is a 
director, and in all of these he has been quite active. He also belongs 
to the Milwaukee Yacht Club, Lafayette Lodge No. 265, F. and A. M., 
and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He served in the United States 
Coast Guard Reserve during World War IT. 

Mr. Brockel married Ella M. Searth, a native of Sturgeon Bay, 
Wisconsin, and descended from English and German ancestry. Her 
parents are William and Augusta (Wiegand) Searth, both residents 
of Sturgeon Bay. 


CADWELL A. Foster is the manager of the home insulation division 
of the Johns-Manville Sales Corporation at’ Milwaukee and has 
been associated with this company since 1925. He was born in 
Fairchild, Eau Claire County, Wisconsin, August 16, 1899, a son of 
Gilbert A. and Claire (Bradley) Foster, also natives. of this state and 
both now deceased. The father was born at Duck Creck on the Indian 
reservation in Brown County and represented one of the early and 
well known pioneer families of Wisconsin, his father having been 
Nathaniel Cadwell Foster, who was born in Owego, Tioga County, 
New York, January 6, 1834, his parents being Willard and Lovicea 
Foster, who were natives of Vermont and New York, respectively. 
Removing to the Empire State, Willard loster there enyaged in 
farming and in the lumber business until his death. 

Nathaniel GC. Foster came west in 1855, settling in Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, where he was employed in a sawmill for several years 
and then purchased an interest in the mill of C. R. Tyler, which he 
operated for a time. Subsequently, at Fort Howard, he was a 
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partner of G. R. Cooks in a mill about fourteen miles west of Green 
Bay and also one on the Oneida Indian reservation. When the timber 
was largely cut there he bought forty-five hundred acres of white 
pine timber land near Fairchild and later acquired twenty thousand 
acres In Eau Claire and Clark counties. In 1877 he built several 
large sawmills at Fairchild and to these made additions from time 
to time. He was one of the largest operators in the woods and built 
the first railroad from Fairchild to Magenta to be used for hauling 
lumber. He introduced the first steam railroad in any logging camp 
in the state, this being built to supplant the old skid roads. He 
carried on the business of hauling logs on shares in connection with 
General Marshall and was also a friend and business associate of 
Senator-Ike Stevenson and Robert La Follette as well as other prom- 
inent pioneers. He was unique in building two railroads without 
one cent of outside money, nor did he place any mortgage on the 
line, but financed it entirely himself. One still operates as the Mon- 
dori branch of the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, having 
been acquired by that road in 1891. He likewise built the Fairchild 
& Northeastern Railroad. Originally a logging road, it was after- 
wards extended to Owen on the Soo Line and in 1912 to Cleghorn 
in western Eau Claire County. The advent of good roads and truck- 
ing sounded the death knell of ‘‘short lines’? so it was torn up in 
1920. Asin the case of the Mondovi branch Foster built and operated 
the 65-mile F. & N. E. without one cent of borrowed capital. 
Nathaniel Foster was also heavily interested in copper mines in New 
Mexico and timberlands in California and British Columbia. He built 
Resthaven at Waukesha, planning on making it an outstanding spa. 
It is now a veterans hospital. 

In 1858 he married Esther Stearn, and they had seven children. 
His death occurred at Fairchild in 1923. Of that family Gilbert A. 
Foster, father of C. A. Foster, was admitted to a partnership in his 
father’s business under the name of N. C. Foster & Son, and he be- 
came vice president and treasurer of the company. Following the 
closing of the sawmill in 1905, Gilbert A. Foster disposed of the 
lumber business and went to Chicago, where he organized the Gar- 
field Park Storage Company. He established an enviable reputation 
on Chicago’s west side. His crews were the first to wear distinctive 
uniforms and his immaculate teams of Belgians pulling their big 
vans were known all over the city. The G. P. S. Company now after 
forty-one years still operates under the direction of his eldest son, 
L. N. C. Foster, and two other sons, Herbert B. and Bruce G. He 
was a charter member of Allied Van Lines, Inc., with offices in all 
principal American cities. His wife was in her maidenhood Miss 
Claire Bradley, of Oshkosh. 

Cad A. Foster pursued his early education in the schools of Fair- 
child and Chicago, afterward attended the Shattuck Military Acad- 
emy at Faribault, Minnesota, and also studied agriculture at the 
University of Wisconsin and commerce at the University of Chicago. 
He started in the business world with his father as the manager 
of the latter’s large stock farm at Fairchild. They featured Hereford 
beef cattle, shipping their breeding stock into many states. While there 
he was elected a trustee of the town, although only twenty-one years 
of age, being the youngest to ever hold the office there. His grandfather 
had been the owner of several elevators in Eau Claire County which he 
sold to a group of farmers and Cad A. Foster became the president and 
manager of the company which was formed. He also helped organize 
the Farmers Equity Association of Kau Claire County. In 1925 he 
became identified with the Johns-Manville Corporation, with which 
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he has since been connected save for three years when he served as 
superintendent of the O. & N. Lumber Company’s paint department, 
a chain organization of thirty-five years’ standing in northwestern 
Wisconsin. In 1932 he rejoined Johns-Manville at Minneapolis and 
in 1938 became manager of the Milwaukee unit of the home insula- 
tion division, the newest, largest and fastest growing department in 
Johns-Manville. 

It is a matter of interest to Wisconsin citizens that Charles B. 
Manville, founder of the insulating branch of the business, was a 
pioneer of this state. He conducted a general merchandise business 
at Neenah and in 1886 came to Milwaukee, where he and his three 
sons organized the Manville Covering Company. In 1901 this business 
was merged with that of the H. W. Manufacturing Company under the 
name of the H. W. Johns-Manville Company and in 1920 the name was 
changed to the Johns-Manville Company. Home insulation was begun 
only about fifteen years ago and its development is a most interesting 
history, Today contractors and builders regard this insulation as 
necessary in constructing a building as to install a heating plant. 
Marvelous improvements have been made and the insulation today 
results in a great saving of fuel and much greater comfort in the 
home in both winter and summer. The rock wool which is used is 
“blown” into the walls by workmen thoroughly trained for the task 
and time has shown that there is no sagging of the material and no 
detriment of any kind to the building. Myr. Foster is thoroughly 
conversant with this branch of the business, and as manager of the 
Milwaukee unit has built up for the company a patronage of extensive 
and gratifying proportions. 

Mr. Foster married Fern Horel, a native of Wisconsin and a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Horel. Her grandfather and four 
of his brothers came to Wisconsin in 1854 from England and were 
well known early jobbers in lumber in this state. Mrs. Foster was 
graduated from the Superior Normal School and for a time engaged 
successfully in teaching in Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Foster have a 
son and daughter. Gilbert served in the Twenty-eighth Division 
Medical Corps which as a part of the American First Army accom- 
plished the break through at St. Lo. He was wounded during this 
campaign and received the Purple Heart. He was graduated from 
the Wauwatosa high school and was attending Lawrence College at 
Appleton when he joined the service. He married Audrey Esters, of 
Milwaukee. The daughter, Audrey Foster, also a graduate of the 
Wauwatosa high school, is now the wife of Roger Woboril, and they 
have a son, Richard L. Woboril. 

Mr. Foster is a Mason of high rank. He became a charter mem- 
ber of Sanctuary Lodge of Eau Claire, the Royal Arch Chapter of 
Neillsville and the Temple at Eau Claire. He belongs to the Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity and is a member of the Milwaukee Sales Managers 
Association. He thrills to the opportunities offered in the rapidly 
developing insulation business and is_well qualified for leadership 
in this field of industry. 20634 O92 


Dr. Davip Er1c WILLIAM WENSTRAND, the medical director of The 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, with offices at 720 
East Wisconsin Street, Milwaukee, was born May 6, 1876, in central 
Sweden, a son of the Rev. Andrew Eric and Ida Wilhelmina Wen- 
strand. The father; who was a minister of the Evangelical Mission 
Covenant Church of America, was one of the pioneer preachers of 
that denomination in this country and a prominent representative 
of its clergy. He first came to the United States in 1854, when about 
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wenty years of age, the spirit of adventure carrying him beyond the 
\tlantic when he left his native land. He remained for five years, 
naking some money during his sojourn here, after which he re- 
urned to Sweden. He expected again to come to America immedi- 
itely but twenty-one years elapsed before he again crossed the ocean. 
n the meantime he had resumed his studies and prepared for the 
ninistry. He also married in Sweden and about 1880 he again 
started for the United States with his family, his little son, David, 
-elebrating his fourth birthday in Liverpool, England. The voyage 
sompleted, Reverend Wenstrand first entered upon ministerial la- 
sors in Bishop Hill, Illinois, and afterward served churches in Rock- 
ford, Paxton and Chicago. He died in 1920, and his wife in 1918. 

Doctor Wenstrand, who was an only child, pursued his educa- 
tion in Illinois, attending high school in Chicago and then entering 
Northwestern University in preparation for his professional career. 
He was graduated in 1900, receiving his M. D. degree, after whicl. 
he served as interne in the Cook County Hospital, where he contin- 
ued from 1900 until 1902. He was awarded a fellowship in pathol- 
ogy at Rush Medical College from 1902 until 1903 under Dr. Ludvig 
Hektoen, a famous pathologist, who was a native of Wisconsin. 

On the 1st of October, 1908, Doctor Wenstrand became identified 
with The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company as assistant 
medical director and on the 1st of August, 1936, he was advanced 
to the position of medical director, in which important capacity he 
has since served. He is a fellow of the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Milwaukee Medi- 
cal Society and he was at one time the president of the Milwaukee 
Academy of Medicine. He is a member of the Association of Life 
Insurance Medical Directors, of which he was president in 1942, 
presiding over the fifty-third annual meeting, which was held in 
New York City. In December, 1943, he was elected a director of Mar- 
quette University School of Medicine. He was formerly active in 
fraternal organizations. He held various offices in the Phi Rho 
Sigma medical fraternity and served as its president from 1912 
until 1916, and in the former year he prepared a history of the fra- 
ternity. He was also active at one time in Sigma Alpha Epsilon. He 
now has membership in the University Club and in the North Shore 
Country Club and is a member of Plymouth Congregational Church. 

On the Ist of January, 1907, Doctor Wenstrand married Ger- 
trude Walters, who died in 1934, leaving two children: Janet, who is 
now the wife of Howard S. Hatfield, a resident of Sioux City, lowa; 
and David Eric William Wenstrand Jr., who was born in 1911 and 
attended the University of Wisconsin, after which he studied in the 
Art Institute of Chicago. He now lives in Chicago. For his second 
wife Doctor Wenstrand married Margaret Letchworth October 9, 
1937, and they reside at 2201 East Glendale Street, Milwaukee. 


FRANK J. O’BRIEN is a director and the vice president in charge 
of sales of the Globe Steel Tubes Company of Milwaukee. He was 
born in Avondale, Pennsylvania, in 1885, a son of John J. and Wini- 
fred (O’Neil) O’Brien, both of whom were of Irish descent. They 
moved to Chicago, where the father became a foreman with the Pull- 
man Car Company, but both he and his wife are now deceased. 

Frank J. O’Brien, who was one of a family of six children, 
obtained a grade and high school education in Chicago and when 
quite young started to work for the Pullman Car Company, with 
which he remained for twelve years, beginning as an office boy and 
working his way upward through various positions until he became 
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assistant sales manager. In 1906 he entered into association with 
the Kirby Equipment Company of Chicago as its vice president, 
thus continuing until 1910, when he became associated with the 
Globe Seamless Steel Tube Company, a Wisconsin corporation which 
had been organized in 1911 and which was taken over by the Globe 
Steel Tubes Company in 1922, which in that year was incorporated 
under the laws of Delaware. He has since been a strong factor in 
the growth and development of the business, with which he is thor- 
oughly familiar in every department. He has served as works man- 
ager and as sales manager and as vice president and is now vice 
president in charge of sales and a member of the board of directors. 
They are seamless steel tube manufacturers, the plant having a 
capacity of sixty thousand tons annually and they handle all grades 
of tubes, including stainless and alloys. Their product includes both 
hot finished and cold drawn tubes and their sales cover a wide ter- 
ritory from coast to coast. In fact this is one of the important 
industries of the continent, with offices in all the large cities of 
the United States and Canada, and the Milwaukee plant, covering 
thirty-seven acres of ground, is most splendidly equipped. At Wash- 
ington, D. C., in 1941 Mr. O’Brien was appointed a member of a 
sub-committee of the iron and steel defense advisory committee of 
the Office of Production Management and in March, 1943, he was 
appointed a member of the steel tubing advisory committee of the 
Office of Price Administration. 

Aside from his connection with the Globe Steel Tubes Company, 
Mr. O’Brien is the chairman of the Steel & Tube Products Company 
of Milwaukee, and his prominence in trade circles is widely ac- 
knowledged. He is now a director of the Railway Supply Manu- 
facturers Association and a member of the American Iron and Steel 
Institute. He is also serving as a director of the Milwaukee Asso- 
ciation of Commerce and his club connections are with the Milwaukee 
Country and University clubs of Milwaukee and the Chicago Athletic 
Association. He also belongs to St. Robert’s Catholic Church. 

Mr. O’Brien married Pauline McGuire, who was born at St. 
Catherines, Ontario, Canada, a daughter of D. C. and Anna (McCol- 
lum) McGuire, who were of Scotch and Irish ancestry and belonged 
to well known families of New York State. Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien 
have four children: Frank J. Jr., who is attending the Milwaukee 
Country day school;, Winifred, who is now Mrs. W. R. Webster, 
living in Southport, Connecticut, and who has two children, Diana 
and Brian; Charles F.; and Pauline, who attended Smith College for 
two years and is now the wife of John H. Kopmeier, who is vice 
president of the Wisconsin Ice and Coal Company. They have two 
children, Mary and Ann Kopmeier. 


JOHN A. FLEISSNER, Milwaukee’s twenty-second postmaster, was 
born in this city on June 21, 1882. He is the oldest son of George 
and Barbara Fleissner, both natives of Austria, who came to Mil- 
waukee just prior to the eighties. He has three brothers living, 
George F., Albert J. and Frank J., as well as one sister, Barbara. 
Another brother and sister, William M. and Anna, are deceased. 

Although engaged in the automobile tire and servicing business 
at the time of his appointment to the postmastership in 1936, John A. 
Fleissner originally chose railroading as his profession. After the 
completion of his studies in Milwaukee parochial and public schools 
and high schools he undertook a number of specialist courses in elec- 
trical engineering and kindred topics, following which he became a 
signal inspector for the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Rail- 
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road. He remained with this corporation for twelve years. During 
this time he was designated as one of an engineering staff that was 
to plan and estimate the Milwaukee Road’s famous extension to the 
Pacific Coast about four decades ago. He still retains his member- 
ship in the Brotherhood of Railway Signalmen. 

After completing the coast extension surveys John A. Fleissner 
accepted an offer to become affiliated with the Standard Oil Company 
of Indiana, first as departmental manager and later as traveling 
manager. His duties in the latter capacity carried him into every 
state of the Union. 

Finally, in 1920, after nearly twenty years of constant traveling, 
he decided to establish himself permanently in business in Milwaukee. 
At that time he decided to take over the affairs of the Milwaukee 
Rubber Works, a firm he had been interested in for a number of 
years—one of Wisconsin’s first tire and tire-service organizations. 
With his younger brother, Frank J. Fleissner, he reorganized the 
company into a partnership to be known as Fleissner Brothers, a 
business which has since constantly prospered, and which is today 
one of the largest independent tire dealer concerns in the Middle 
West. John A. Fleissner served as president from 1920 to 1936. 

Always active in civic and political problems, he was elected to 
the Milwaukee common council in 1928. He remained an alderman for 
eight years, being regarded as one of the most outstanding council 
members to serve the city in decades, and best remembered for his 
sterling work as chairman of the city’s finance committee. 

In 1936, upon recommendation of Senator F. Ryan Duffy, Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt appointed John A. Fleissner as postmaster 
of Milwaukee, subsequently reappointing him for an indefinite or 
career period in 1940. His record as postmaster has been impressive. 
Immediately following his original appointment he dedicated himself 
to the task of improving the city’s mail facilities, including air mail, 
with remarkable success. His efforts to have rural residents of Mil- 
waukee County adopt street and number addresses have set an epoch- 
making movement in motion. His relations with his employees are 
regarded as both cordial and effective. 

He is a member of the Rotary Club, Old Settlers Club, the B. P. O. 
Elks, the Knights of Columbus and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 


MILWAUKEE Post OFFICE. If one could turn back the hour glass 
of time until two centuries and a half had been blotted out, Father 
Marquette might be found standing on the bank of the Bay of Mel- 
leoki, where the stately city of Milwaukee has since risen. There in 
1673 the valiant missionary explorer drew a map of the district which 
may now be seen in a Quebec library. There through the succeeding 
century lived the Potawatami Indians, occasionally visited by a 
French trader, but no permanent white settlement was established 
until 1818, when Solomon Juneau built a little log cabin on the 
east bank of the Milwaukee River. Juneau married the daughter 
of a French trader, Vieau, and took over the latter’s business, but 
it was not until 1833 and 1834 that a white settlement was established 
on the site of the future Wisconsin metropolis. With the settling of 
the district there naturally came the desire for contact with relatives 
and friends left behind, and the mail system resulted, although most 
primitive in the beginning. Juneau’s trading post, built of logs, after 
the primitive manner of the times, became also the first post office. 
The village was organized in 1838 and called Milwaukee, corruption 
of the Indian name Milleoki. The post office stood at the corner of 
East Water and Wisconsin streets. 
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A half-breed, John Baptiste Levigne, of Green Bay, who made 
occasional trips from here to Chicago, brought the mail, which ar- 
rived about once a month, whereupon the settlers would gather and 
informally sort over the mail, each taking what was addressed to 
him. Later there came a weekly delivery of mail from Chicago ‘“‘and 
from other places when convenient.” From the original log post 
office various removals were made to buildings that for the moment 
seemed a convenient place to house the mails, and thus the years 
went on until May 1, 1856, when the work of having a federal build- 
ing was begun—a building that would be adequate for the needs of 
the now rapidly growing city. There is nothing that indicates more 
clearly the development of Milwaukee than the post office statistics, 
showing the increase in volume of the mail that was being received | 
daily at this period. The post office was built of marble from the 
quarries at Athens, Illinois, and was ready for occupancy January 1, 
1858, having been erected at a cost of $161,779, while a further sum 
of almost $60,000 was expended for improvements at a later date. 

Today the Milwaukee post office is a stately structure occupying 
an entire block on Wisconsin Street, built in the form of a hollow 
square with a one hundred and fifty foot tower rising on the Wis- 
consin Street front, while the four corners are ornamented with 
round towers, and the equipment meets all modern requirements of 
mail service. It has been occupied since 1898, with additions made 
in 1930 and 1938. Since 1936 John A. Fleissner has been postmaster, 
his predecessors, with dates of service being: Solomon Juneau, 1835 
to 1843; Josiah A. Noonan, 1848-1849; Elisha Starr, 1849 to 1851; 
John H. Tweedy, 1851; James D. Merrill, 1851-1853; Josiah A. 
Noonan, 1853-1857; John R. Sharpstein, 1857-1858 ; Mitchell Steever, 
1858-1861; William A. Bryant, special agent; John Lockwood, 1861- 
1864; C. K. Wells, 1864-1868; Henry A. Starr, 1868-1870; Samuel C. 
West, 1870-1876; Henry C. Payne, 1876-1885; George H. Paul, 1885- 
1889; Win A. Nowell, 1889-1894; George W. Porth, 1894 to 1898; 
E. R. Stillman, 1898-1906; David C. Owen, 1896-1913; Frank B. 
Schutz, 1913-1923; and Peter F. Piasecki, 1923 to 1936, when John A. 
Fleissner took charge. 

While Milwaukee is mainly a manufacturing city rather than a 
jobbing and mail order center, its postal receipts have risen in leaps 
and bounds, reaching nearly six and one half million dollars in 1943. 
Its regular personnel totals more than 1,500. Regular scheduled air 
mail service was established for the city on June 7, 1926. 

It is also interesting to note that in 1889, during the G. A. R. con- 
vention, the National Association of Letter Carriers was organized 
in Milwaukee. In 1939, fifty years later, the organization came back 
to Milwaukee with its Golden Jubilee Convention, which is. still 
talked of as the most successful and entertaining convention experi- 
enced by the city or the organization. Milwaukee’s post office clerks 
were also instrumental in forming the National Federation of Post 
Office Clerks in 1905-1906, its local being known as local No. 8. The 
1946 national convention of the National Federation of Post Office 
Clerks has been awarded to Milwaukee. 


BERNARD V. BRADY, lawyer, senior member of Olwell & Brady, 
299 Fast Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, was born in Winneconne, 
Winnebago County, Wisconsin, February 24, 1891. His father, Owen 
W. Brady, born in Ontario, Canada, came to Dane County, Wisconsin, 
in 1855. He was by occupation a farmer. During the Civil War he 
served as a member of Company I, Second Wisconsin Cavalry. The 
mother, Mary (Roddy) Brady, was born in Dane County, Wisconsin. 
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Bernard V. Brady received his education in the Winneconne high 
school and Marquette University Law School. He was admitted to 
the Wisconsin bar in 1918 and except for eighteen months’ military 
service in World War I, practiced continuously at Milwaukee in asso- 
clation with Lawrence A. Olwell from 1913 until the latter’s death 
in 1939, and since that time under the same firm name in general 
practice. Mr. Brady is general counsel of the Old Line Life Insurance 
Company of America. His professional memberships include the 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin and American Bar associations; Association 
of Life Insurance Counsel, and Legal Division of American Life 
Convention. His club memberships are the Milwaukee Club, Univer- 
sity Club, Milwaukee Country Club, Blue Mound Country Club, Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club. He is a member of Santa Monica Catholic 
Church. 

Mr. Brady married Amybelle Halbert, a daughter of Samuel 
Walter Halbert and Margaret (Smith) Halbert. Mrs. Brady is a 
graduate of Augusta, Wisconsin, high school, Milwaukee Normal 
School and Sargent’s School of Physical Education, Boston, Massa- 
chusetts and holds the B.S. and Master’s degrees of Marquette Uni- 
versity. She taught in the Milwaukee grade and high schools. The 
Brady residence is located at 4732 North Wilshire Road, Whitefish 
Bay. 


ROBERT JOHN KIECKHEFER is the president of the American Lace 
Paper Company, one of the important manufacturing concerns of 
Milwaukee, engaged in making paper specialties. He is also the vice 
president of the Old Line Insurance Company of Milwaukee. His 
interests feature largely in the commercial and financial development 
of the city, and his efforts have been crowned with a measure of 
success that gives proof of his capability and enterprising spirit. 

Born in Milwaukee, April 17, 1882, Mr. Kieckhefer is the son 
of William H. J. and Louise (Schroeder) Kieckhefer, who were also 
natives of this city and have now. passed from this life. His grand- 
father in the paternal line was Charles Kieckhefer, a native of Ger- 
many, who came to Milwaukee when this city was but a small village 
on the western frontier, arriving here about 1848. Here he conducted 
a retail mercantile establishment, and he died in Milwaukee at the 
age of eighty-six years. His son, William IL. J. Kieckhefer, died in 
1913. He and his brother, Ferdinand, organized the Kieckhefer 
Brothers Company for the manufacture of tin and enamel ware, and 
their business is now one of the branches of the National Enameling 
Company, one of the most extensive enterprises of this kind in the 
country. The two brothers were prominently identified with the 
business development of Milwaukee for many years. Mrs. Louise 
Kieckhefer, wife of William H. J. Kieckhefer, survived her husband 
for about three years, passing away in 1916. She was a daughter of 
John Schroeder, who was also a pioneer resident of Wisconsin. He 
was born in St. Louis, Mo., and as a boy came to Milwaukee, where 
in later life he founded the John Schroeder Lumber Company. ‘The 
business is still carried on by his descendants, his grandson, John 
Schroeder being now the president. John Schroeder, the grandfather, 
married Margaretta Luehring, a daughter of Henry Luehring, who 
was one of the first to engage in farming in this locality, his land 
lying within what is now the city limits of Milwaukee. He came 
here in 18386, long before the admission of the state to the Union. 
His daughter, Mrs. Schroeder, died in 1912, at the age of seventy- 
four years. 
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In the family of Mr. and Mrs. William H. J. Kieckhefer were 
eight children, six of whom are yet living: Robert John, who is the 
eldest; John W., who is president of the Kieckhefer Container Com- 
pany and is now living in Prescott, Arizona; Martha, the wife of 
Gustave R. Seeger, of St. Paul, Minnesota ; William H., who is con- 
nected with the Kieckhefer Box & Lumber Company of Milwau- 
kee; Herbert, who is with the Kieckhefer Container Company and 
is now a resident of Riverton, New Jersey; and Walter F*., who is 
with the Kieckhefer Container Company in Milwaukee. 

Robert J. Kieckhefer acquired his early education in the Milwau- 
kee public schools and afterward attended the Milwaukee Academy 
and the Spencerian Business College. He started out in the business 
world with the Kieckhefer Box Company, which was originally the 
Enterprise Box & Lumber Company, and was active in the develop- 
ment of that business from 1899 to 1915, when he severed his rela- 
tions with that organization. In 1916 he promoted the American 
Lace Paper Company, which he has developed until its business is 
one of the largest of the kind in the United States. 

Robert J. Kieckhefer is also the vice president of the Old Line 
Insurance Company of Milwaukee. He is a trustee of the Milwaukee 
Downer College and he has membership in the National Association 
of Manufacturers, the Wisconsin Association of Manufacturers, the 
Milwaukee Association of Commerce and the City Club. He greatly 
enjoys out-of-door activities, especially canoeing, and he makes his 
home in Brookfield, where he owns a farm devoted entirely to alfalfa 
and grains. : 

Mr. Kieckhefer married Mata Stark, who died in 1923, and his 
second marriage was with Grace Norton. He has three children; 
Robert John Jr., who is now attending the California School of 
Technology at Pasadena; George Norton, a student in the Milwau- 
kee Country Day School; and Elizabeth, who is a pupil in Milwau- 
kee Downer Seminary. 


BERNARD M. JANZER is president and manager of the Church 
Mart, Inc., at 779 North Water Street in Milwaukee, where he has 
a thoroughly modern church and religious supply house that consti- 
tutes one of the leading commercial enterprises of the city and is 
one of the finest establishments of this character in the Middle West. 
Born in Milwaukee, January 7, 1897, Mr. Janzer is a son of Gustave 
and Barbara (Pfeiffenberger) Janzer, both of whom have now 
passed from this life. They were natives of Milwaukee. ‘The father, 
who was born about 1862, was a son of George Janzer, who came to 
Wisconsin before the Civil War and after the outbreak of hostilities 
between the states joined the Union Army as a member of a Wis- 
consin regiment and rendered active service in the preservation of 
the Union. Gustave engaged in the printing business in Milwaukee 
for many years and died in 1930, while his wife, who was born in 
this city about 1864, passed away here in 1926. They had a family 
of five children: Gustave, who is supervisor of the city bureau of 
building and elevator inspection ; Edward, who is with the depart- 
ment of public works of Milwaukee; Julia, the wife of Peter M. 
Volkert, of Milwaukee; and Isabelle, who is now Mrs. Anthony 
Gengler, also living in Milwaukee. 

The other member of the family is Bernard M. Janzer, who pur- 
sued his education in parochial schools of Milwaukee and the Mar- 
quette high school, where he was a member of the class of 1917. He 
also attended Marquette University and attended evening school in 
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connection with the extension courses of the University of Wisconsin. 
He first obtained employment in a church goods house of this city, 
there gaining familiarity with the trade and its requirements and 
thus obtaining experience that has been of great worth to him 
since he started out in business on his own account by establishing 
the Church Mart, Inc., in 1934. From the beginning he has been 
the president and manager of the company and has most wisely 
directed its interests. The business has expanded rapidly and he 
carries a mammoth stock. There is a large manufacturing depart- 
ment in which are made vestments and all sanctuary necessities, 
the designs being in keeping with the dignity and symbolism of the 
church, the workmanship being unexcelled, while materials of the 
highest grade are used. The house also handles mission supplies in 
addition to its large line of church goods and religious articles. 
There are steel censer cabinets and steel cabinets built especially 
for the care of vestments. In fact the stock meets every conceivable 
demand of the trade, handling church furnishings, portable altars, 
mass kits, all church furnishings, baptismal shells, ablution cups, 
host boxes, candles and a mammoth line of books, written by Catholic 
clergy and laymen. Something of the immense volume of the trade 
of the house is indicated in the large catalogues which they issue 
annually, some containing one hundred pages, while their catalogue 
of selected books contains twenty-eight pages. The business has 
grown year by year until it is now one of extensive proportions, its 
patronage coming from all sections of the country, the mammoth 
stock meeting practically all requirements of those connected with 
the church work in any way. 

Mr. Janzer married Leona Wiesner, who was born in Waubeka, 
Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, and is a daughter of Philip and Anna 
(Retzer) Wiesner, who are now residents of Milwaukee. The family 
of Mr. and Mrs. Janzer now numbers three children: Ronald, fifteen 
years of age, who is attending the Messmer high school; Joan and 
Barbara. The family residence is at 2241 North Fifty-second Street. 
Mr. and Mrs. Janzer attend St. Catherine’s Catholic Church and he 
is a member of the Knights of Columbus, in which he has recently 
taken the work of the fourth degree. Throughout his entire life 
he has been identified with the same line of business and analysis 
of his record shows that his success is the direct outcome of per- 
severance, enterprise and reliability. 


HIRAM EDWARD MANVILLE, who for many years was a prominent 
factor in manufacturing circles of Milwaukee as an official of the 
Johns-Manville Corporation, was born in Neenah, Wisconsin, in 1872, 
a son of Charles B. Manville, who from pioneer times was a resident 
of this state, having traveled westward with team and covered wagon 
in 1857. He made Sheboygan his destination and having previously 
served as a grocery clerk, he hoped to obtain similar employment in 
his adopted city, but turned instead to tintype photography, traveling 
by wagon over the countryside. While thus engaged he met and 
married Jennie Long, the daughter of a ship’s captain, and soon 
afterward they established their home in Neenah. Later Charles B. 
Manville discontinued his photographic work and went in search of 
gold to the Black Hills of South Dakota, where he lost all that he had 
and eventually the family came to Milwaukee. 

Hiram E. Manville, who was the youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles B. Manville, was still a young lad when they came to Milwau- 
kee and here he obtained a position as errand boy. It was in 1880 
that, desirous of finding a way to cover heating pipes so that the heat 
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would not be wasted in transmission, he made a paste of wool felt 
and clay, which met his purpose and constituted the foundation upon 
which was built the great industry that now reaches out to every part 
of the country. He founded the Manville Covering Company and 
recognition of the value of his invention led to a steady growth in 
the business. In 1901 his company was merged with the H. W. Johns 
Manufacturing Company of New York under the name of the Johns- 
Manville Corporation. They pioneered in the use of asbestos and 
factory after factory was started for manufacturing purposes until 
there were twelve in number. Hiram Manville became the secretary 
of the corporation and successively served as vice president, president 
and chairman of the board, and while he headed the company it 
became a thirty-two million dollar concern. After his father died 
in 1927 Hiram Manville sold the controlling interest in the business 
to J. P. Morgan & Company but remained a large individual stock- 
holder. At one time the company operated two plants in Milwaukee 
but disposed of them and removed to Waukegan to secure direct 
railroad facilities to Chicago. 

In 1890 Mr. Manville married Miss Estelle Romaine, of New 
York. They had two children. The daughter, Estelle, is now Countess 
Estelle Bernadotte of Wisberg, whose husband is a nephew of the 
king of Sweden, and lives in Stockholm. The son, H. Edward Jr., is 
serving his country during the second World War as a lieutenant 
in the Army Air Corps. 

When Hiram Manville died in Pleasantville, New York, on the 
27th of June, 1944, he had become one of the wealthiest men in the 
country, and he was widely known for his benefactions, giving liber- 
ally to philanthropic organizations and to various charities of far 
reaching extent. His contribution to Milwaukee’s manufacturing 
interests constitutes his life activity a valuable element in the history 
of the city. 


FRANK F. Mour, sales manager in Milwaukee for the Johns- 
Manville Corporation, with offices at 757 Broadway, is also vice 
president of Country Gardens, Inc., and is identified with several 
other important business interests of the state, all of which have felt 
the stimulus of his sound judgment, keen perception and indefatigable 
effort. Born in La Valle, Sauk County, Wisconsin, on the 15th of 
October, 1883, he is a son of Anthony and Marie (Ruskauf) Mohr, 
both natives of Wisconsin and both now deceased. The father was 
born in Cazenovia, Richland County, his parents having settled there 
at a very early period in the development of that part of the state, 
when many Indians still lived in that area and when oxcarts were 
the principal means of transportation. 

Frank F. Mohr pursued his education to the fifth grade in the 
public schools of Milwaukee and in his early youth, when but thirteen 
years of age, entered the employ of the Johns-Manville Company. 
Mr. Manville became interested in him because of his industry and 
his eagerness to make his efforts count for the utmost and arranged 
for him to take a commercial course in the Spencerian Business Col- 
lege while still working for the corporation. His close application to 
the duties of his position and his ready adaptability in mastering the 
tasks assigned him won him recognition and step by step he was 
advanced until he reached the position of sales manager, in which 
connection he still continues, directing the work of this department 
of the corporation, whose business reaches to every part of the 
United States. Moreover the capital he acquired through his industry 
and economy enabled him to become a stockholder in various profitable 
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business concerns in Wisconsin, the trade relations of which he has 
been largely instrumental in developing. Today he is a director of 
the Fort Howard Paper Company of Green Bay and of the Young 
Radiator Company of Racine, and he is also the president and a 
director of the Gillette Canning Company of Gillette, this state, and 
of the Coleman Canning Company of Coleman, Wisconsin. More 
recently he has become one of the founders and is now the vice 
president of the Country Gardens, Inc., which was organized in 1939 
and is a million dollar corporation. It is a sales organization, the 
purpose of which is to introduce to the public and get on the market 
Wisconsin grown and canned fruits and vegetables through a system 
of national advertising and radio broadcasting. At present there are 
five Wisconsin canning factories comprised in Country Gardens, Inc., 
including the Gillette Canning Company, the Coleman Canning Com- 
pany and the three plants of the Rockfield Canning Company. The 
company is now considering the inclusion of more canning factories 
and an increased output for Wisconsin canned fruits and vegetables. 
Mr. Mohr has been the moving factor in this organization, which 
already is producing far-reaching and beneficial results. 

Mr. Mohr married Margaret Elizabeth Winn, of Milwaukee, who 
was born in Washington, D. C., and is a daughter of Charles F. and 
Lillie May (Philips) Winn. Her father was a master mechanic with 
the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad Company, and died in 1942. Mr. 
and Mrs. Mohr have two children. The daughter, Virginia Lois, is a 
graduate of the Milwaukee Downer Seminary and the Lake School 
for Girls, and is now attending the National Park Seminary at Forest 
Glen, Maryland. The son, Frank F. Mohr Jr., is a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Country Day School and is now a student at St. John’s 
Military Academy in Delafield, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Mohr is identified with the social life of Milwaukee through 
his membership in the Wisconsin Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club 
and the Blue Mound Country Club. He also belongs to the Old Settlers 
Club, for practically his entire life has been spent in this city. He 
maintains a summer home at Hayward, Wisconsin, where he greatly 
enjoys fishing, to which sport he largely devotes his leisure time. 


ELIZABETH BUEHLER, directing head of the Wisconsin School of 
Music, an institution of which Madison has every reason to be 
proud, is a native of Monroe, Wisconsin, a daughter of Andrew and 
Catherine Bleiler Buehler, both natives of Germany, who had come 
to America as children. They became the parents of four children: 
George, who died when nine years old; Fred W., now a resident of 
Madison; Henry A., who was for many years state geologist of 
Missouri and who died in 1944; and Elizabeth. 

Miss Buehler attended the public schools of Monroe and very 
early displayed a decided talent in music. She is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin, where she completed a course in the 
College of Letters and Science with the class of 1905, and in 1906 
she was graduated from its school of music. She also studied abroad 
under some of the finest teachers of London and Vienna and now, 
in addition to acting as directing head of the Wisconsin School of 
Music, she teaches piano. 

The school, founded by Ada Bird in 1909, had a very modest. 
beginning at 433 State Street. Miss Bird, a native of Sun Prairie, 
Wisconsin, after studying several years in Chicago, went to Ger- 
many to study at the Leipsic Conservatory, the leading conservatory 
of the time. The Wisconsin School of Music was an ambitious ven- 
ture for a woman director, but the school gradually grew and 
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expanded under Miss Bird’s direction until death called her in 1914, 
after she had given five years to the establishment of the institution. 

Miss Buehler was on the teaching staff of the University of 
Wisconsin at the time of the organization of the Wisconsin School 
of Music. On invitation of Miss Bird she joined the staff of the 
new school when its facilities were offered to the public. Upon 
the death of Miss Bird, Miss Buehler was made directing head of 
the school, whose enrollment at that time was about 250 students. 
The present average enrollment is well over a thousand, with a 
faculty of about thirty men and women. During the thirty years of 
inspired direction by Miss Buehler the school has developed steadily 
and widely to its present acknowledged position as one of the leading 
music schools in the state. The curriculum now encompasses instruc- 
tion on all musical instruments, theory and composition, voice, speech 
and dramatic art. The school awards certificates and diplomas. and 
confers the degree of Bachelor of Music. 

The members of its faculty are a carefully selected group of 
men and women, for Miss Buehler believes the strength of . any 
institution lies in the quality of its faculty. Ranging in age from 
four to seventy-two, the personnel of the school includes both child 
and adult beginners as well as the trained and accomplished 
musician. 

Miss Buehler’s contribution in the field of music to her com- 
munity in particular and to the people at large lies not only in her 
understanding direction of the Wisconsin School of Music, but also 
in her gifted teaching of the piano. Many of her students have won 
scholarships and entered the best music schools of the country, 
including the Curtis School of Music at Philadelphia, the Juilliard 
School of Music, New York City, and the Eastman School of Music, 
Rochester, New York. 

Miss Buehler is an honorary member of Sigma Alpha Iota, 
national music sorority, a member of the American Association of 
University Women, of National Pen Women, of International 
Altrusa, and belongs to the Woman’s Club of Madison, She is a 
woman of great charm and ability who moves in the leading social 
circles of the capital city, those circles which make for intellectual 
and cultural supremacy, and to that end her life work has been a 
large contributing factor. 


ELLIOTT MATTHEWS OGDEN. More than a century ago the Ogden 
family, now represented by Elliott Matthews Ogden of the real es- 
tate firm of Ogden & Company, Inc., was established in Milwaukee 
and since that time representatives of the name have been closely 
associated with the manufacturing, industrial and financial interests 
of the city. It was in 1835 that John Ogden arrived here after a 
brief period spent in Illinois, where he first went on coming from 
the East. He was born on a farm in Essex County, New Jersey, 
February 18, 1801, and in early manhood learned the trade of coach 
building or carriage manufacturing, although later he turned his 
attention to the banking business. When in 1835 he came to the 
Middle West he brought with him a sum of money which had been 
given him to purchase land at the Government price. He made Chi- 
cago his destination and there purchased land, as he did at other 
points in Illinois, and the same year he came to Milwaukee, which 
was then a small town, but one that he considered had a promising 
future. When in Illinois he became acquainted with Jane Gray, 
whom he married September 21, 1836, after which he returned with 
his bride to Milwaukee and later he acquired two hundred acres of 
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land on Deer Creek in the town of Lake, which he converted into a 
productive farm. While residing thereon he opened a tavern at 
Walker’s Point, which was known as Deacon Ogden’s tavern. Later 
he discontinued the cultivation of his farm and took up his residence 
in Milwaukee, where he purchased real estate and eventually became 
the owner of a quarter of the block on which now stands the Wis- 
consin Hotel. There he built his home and in it all of his children 
were born. He became a successful carriage manufacturer of this 
city, his shop occupying a site for which he paid a thousand dollars. 
He was spoken of as “a man of strong religious character and un- 
questioned integrity.” He became one of the founders of the first 
Presbyterian church in Wisconsin, and he was always called ‘‘Dea- 
con Ogden” by his pioneer friends and neighbors. His wife was 
born in Sherburne, Chenango County, New York, December 7, 1810, 
and they had three sons, John Gray, George W. and Henry Martyn, 
who became interested in carriage building in Milwaukee and also 
carried on shoe manufacturing under the name of George W. Ogden 
& Company. 

The third son, Henry Martyn Ogden, was born in Milwaukee 
in 1853 and early became associated with both the carriage making 
and shoe manufacturing business. For an extended period he was 
actively identified with the George W. Ogden Manufacturing Com- 
pany, but retired some years prior to his death, which occurred May 
26, 1921. He was a consistent member of the Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church, as was his wife, who in her maidenhood was Minnie 
Matthews. She was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of Alonzo R. 
and Belle (Elliott) Matthews, whose families had come to Mi)waukee 
in the 1850s. Her father and his brother, E. P. Matthews, estab- 
lished a furniture store and later expanded their business to include 
furniture manufacturing on what is now North Water Street, and in 
time theirs became a nationally known cabinet-making concern. Min- 
nie Matthews Ogden was reared and educated in Milwaukee and 
aside from her active work in the church she was a member of the 
Colonial Dames of America and the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin. 
She passed away at the age of eighty years, leaving a son and daugh- 
ter, Alice, still living in Milwaukee. 

The son, Elliott Matthews Ogden, was born in Milwaukee, where 
he attended the public schools until he had completed the course 
in the West Side high school, after which he became a student in 
Princeton University, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree on 
his graduation in 1909. Returning home, he entered business circles 
in connection with the Matthews Brothers Manufacturing Company, 
in which his maternal grandfather was a partner and the treasurer. 
Later he was associated with the Ogden Shoe Manufacturing Com- 
pany for eight years and in 1921 he entered the real estate business, 
in which he has now engaged for twenty-two years, being the presi- 
dent of Ogden & Company, Inc., which handles residence sales, coun- 
try property, commercial and industrial sales, commercial and indus- 
trial leasing, residence renting, management, appraisals and mort- 
gages. 

Mr. Ogden married Hedwig Penshorn, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Carl and Helena (Kern) Penshorn, who were early 
residents of this city, where their marriage occurred. Mr. and Mrs. 
Ogden have two sons and a daughter. John, the eldest, is a graduate 
of Milwaukee Country Day School and received his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at Cornell University in 1939. He was with the Statler Hotels 
organization for two years, until he enlisted in the army and is now 
a lieutenant in the Army Air Corps, stationed in New Guinea and 
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a skipper on a rescue boat. Mary, a graduate of Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary and of Pine Manor Junior College, is now the wife of 
Robert W. Kasten, of Milwaukee, who has the rank of lieutenant 
and is at present instructing army pilots at a training field near 
Stuttgart, Arkansas. Elliott M. Ogden Jr. isa graduate of Milwaukee 
Country Day School and enlisted during his junior year at Princeton 
University. He is at present stationed in England in the intelligence 
department of the Army Air Corps. 

Mr. Ogden has taken an active and helpful interest in commu- 
nity welfare and in charitable activities and drives, has long shown 
strong humanitarian impulses and has again and again extended 
a helping hand where aid has been sorely needed. He is a member 
of the University Club and of the Fox Point Club. He makes his 
home at 1562 East Goodrich Lane, Fox Point, and has his offices 
at 110 East Wisconsin Avenue. He has long been regarded as a 
valued representative of a‘family that for almost a century and a 
decade has been identified with Milwaukee’s upbuilding. 


HAMPTON B. LEEDOM, treasurer of Leedom, O’Connor & Noyes, 
one of the strong insurance firms of Milwaukee, with offices at 825 
North Jefferson, was born April 23, 1886, in the city which is still 
his home, his parents being James and Katherine (Blayney) Leedom, 
who were natives of Dublin, Ireland, and have now passed away. 
The father, who was born in 1841, was a son of Hampton and Erina 
(O’Connor) Leedom, of Dublin, and acquired his education in the 
schools of that city and of London. At the age of nineteen years 
he crossed the Atlantic and a year after his arrival in this country 
came to Milwaukee, where from 1861 until 1866 he was connected 
with the manufacture of lard oil. He then removed to Chicago and 
afterward was employed in making tow from flax, first in Kankakee 
and then in Decatur, Illinois. From 1876 until his death he resided 
in Milwaukee and was connected with the packing industry. He 
belonged to the Unitarian church and he was interested in all that 
pertained to the public welfare. He was married June 380, 1869, 
to Katherine Blayney, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Blayney, 
of Chicago. Both Mr. and Mrs. James Leedom have departed this 
life, and of their family of nine children three are yet living. The 
eldest brother, James Blayney Leedom, was for many years a prom- 
inent insurance man in Milwaukee, where he died March 3, 19383. 
A daughter, Mary Edith Leedom, now living in Milwaukee, was a 
representative of the Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany for forty years and made a remarkable success in the business 
and also took an active and helpful part in civic affairs. Another 
daughter of the James Leedom family is Louise, now Mrs. G. F. 
Bartlett, a resident of Denver, Colorado, where she has lived for 
many years. 

At the usual age Hampton B. Leedom became a_ pupil in the 
Milwaukee puplic schools and passed through consecutive grades to 
his graduation from the West Side high school. Later he entered 
the University of Wisconsin as a member of the class of 1908, but 
left college in his sophomore year in order to make his initial step 
in business circles. He has been continuously connected with the 
insurance business, starting out in connection with his brother, 
James B. Leedom, with whom he remained until the brother’s death 
in 1933. He thoroughly mastered the business in all its different 
phases and his growing usefulness and expanding knowledge of the 
business resulted in his steady advancement toward the goal of 
success. Today he heads the firm of Leedom, O’Connor & Noyes, 
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which has high rating among the insurance firms of the state and is 
doing a business of gratifying proportions. 

In the year 1916 Mr. Leedom was married in Milwaukee to Miss 
Maud Christensen, of New York, a daughter of A. J. and Elisabeth 
Christensen, who are now living in Milwaukee. The father is presi- 
dent and treasurer of A. J. Christensen, Inc., furriers, having one 
of the leading business concerns of this character in the city. Mr. 
and Mrs. Leedom have become parents of three sons. Hampton 
Anders Leedom, the eldest, now twenty-five years of age, is a grad- 
uate of the Milwaukee Country day school and Cornell University, 
and is now a lieutenant in the United States Army Air Corps. John 
R. Leedom, twenty-three years of age, is also a graduate of the 
Milwaukee Country day school and completed a course in the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin in 1948, since which time he has become an 
ensign in the navy. James Blayney Leedom II, eighteen years of 
age, like his brothers, is a graduate of the Milwaukee Country day 
school and is now with the armed forces as a member of the United 
States Marines. 

Mr. Leedom is now vice president of the Milwaukee Casualty 
Insurance Underwriters and he is well known in the club circles of 
his native city, having membership in the University Club, the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Gyro Club, of which he was the 
vice president. He also has membership in the Unitarian church, 
and he is interested in all that pertains to the material, social, cul- 
tural and moral uplift and progress of the community. 


JOHN W. B. VAN HOUTEN, a prominent figure in Milwaukee’s 
real estate circles, is now secretary of the Wells Building Company 
and manager of the Wells building, one of the fine office structures 
of the city. He is truly a self-made man in the best and highest sense 
of the term, for when a young lad he went to work and has since 
won his advancement through earnest and persistent effort. He 
learned the value of time and of industry and found that the secret 
of success lies in common sense and close application, 

Mr. Van Houten was born in Waupun, Fond du Lac County, 
Wisconsin, on the 21st of November, 1874, his parents being Henry 
and Hannah (Boink) Van Houten, both of whom were born in Hol- 
land and are now deceased. His grandfather, Dr. Frederick Van 
Houten, brought his family from Holland to America in i847 and 
made his way directly to Milwaukee, becoming one of the early physi- 
cians of the city. John W. B. Van Houten is the possessor of a city 
directory of 1857 in which Doctor Van Houten is listed as having 
an office “on Fifteenth Street, between Galena and Walnut,” which 
was then the method of listing in those days instead of by number 
as at present. 

The doctor’s son, Henry Van Houten, was born in Holland and 
was a youth of fourteen years when the family crossed the Atlantic. 
He reached his majority in this state and afterward owned and 
operated a blacksmith shop in Waupun, but at the time of the Civil 
War he put aside all business and personal considerations and went 
forth to battle for the Union with a Wisconsin regiment. He died 
in 1907. His wife, who also was born in Holland, came to the United 
States when thirteen years of age and her father, William Boink, 
was numbered among the pioneer farmers of Waukesha County, Wis- 
consin. Mr. and Mrs. Henry Van Houten were married in Waupun 
and became the parents of twelve children, only two of whom are 
now living, a daughter, Gertrude, the wife of William L. Alban, of 
St. Paul, Minnesota, and the subject of this sketch. 
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John W. B. Van Houten obtained a limited education in the grade 
schools of Milwaukee, but all through his life he has peen an apt 
student in the school of experience, mastering lessons day by day 
that have brought him to a foremost position among the business 
men of the city. When quite young he was employed as office boy 
in the law office of Robert N. Austin, afterward Superior Court judge 
of Wisconsin. His next position was with the law firm of Wells, 
Brigham & Upham, which was his initial step toward the place that 
he now occupies. Daniel Wells Jr., a client of the firm, was the builder 
of the Wells building, which was erected in 1902, being one of the 
finest of the office buildings of the city. Mr. Van Houten continued 
with the successors of the original firm and for thirty-five years he 
has now been engaged in real estate management in Milwaukee and 
since 1930 has been manager of the Wells building at 324 East Wis- 
consin Avenue and also is manager of the Wells Building Company 
Safety Deposit Vaults. The building is leased by many fine tenants 
and contact with them makes Mr. Van Houten’s business an interest- 
ing one. He also manages several estates of former clients of Wells, 
Brigham & Upham and their successors, that include various valu- 
able properties. He is a man of the utmost reliability, whose word 
is aS good as any bond ever solemnized by signature or seal. 

Mr. Van Houten has always been interested in the public welfare, 
and that he is constantly seeking to assist his fellowmen is shown in 
the fact that he is serving as a trustee of the Goodwill Industries of 
Milwaukee. He has membership in the Kingsley Methodist Episcopal 
Church and formerly served on the board. 

Mr. Van Houten married Miss Mary L. Macarty, who was born 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and in 1876, when but five years of age, 
was brought to Milwaukee by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Isaiah Ma- 
carty. Her father engaged in the cigar manufacturing business in 
Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Van Houten have one son, Dr. Richard 
W. Van Houten, who is now a successful practicing physician at 
Oakes, North Dakota. He is a graduate of the Milwaukee high 
school, attended the University of Wisconsin for four years and then 
completed a medical course at Marquette University, where his M. D. 
degree was conferred on him. He married Evelyn Geisinger, otf 
Milwaukee, and they have two children, Jane Evelyn, sixteen years 
of age, and Carol May, twelve years old. 


AUGUST REISWEBER, president of the Wright Dental Supply Com- 
pany, at 152 West Wisconsin Avenue in Milwaukee, was born in 
Germany, December 9, 1877, his parents being Joseph and Anna 
(Hamm) Reisweber, who were also natives of Germany and came to 
the United States in the 1870s. The father was a cooper by trade and 
supplied the Blatz and Schlitz breweries with cooperage products. 
He died in Milwaukee in 1918, while his wife survived until July 5, 
1925. In the family were three sons and two daughters: Mrs. Frank 
Timmerman, of Milwaukee; August; Philip, living in Milwaukee; 
Leonard, a resident of Gary, Indiana; and Mrs. Winifred Jacoby, 
who died in 1942. 

August Reisweber pursued his education in St. Mary’s parochial 
school and when a young lad entered the employ of the Wright Dental 
Supply Company, starting as a messenger boy on May 28, 1891. He 
has since been with the business, covering a period of more than 
fifty-two years, gradually working his way upward as clerk, city 
salesman, traveling salesman and manager, while in 1912 he became 
owner of the business. The Wright Dental Supply Company is one 
of the older business concerns of the city, having been established in 


oie ots Vay ul. 
VES A ADO 
ree a's ‘eines » of. ae 
witusubs botizil » berttatdo nota 
9 end on & i ei nword? fis» . Pe ys Bi Bee 
goael yahsotesem weastoqzs Ld hs 249 Pade, ens 
“yuioure. noi fi49g, setvagosor a at mn y 1. ehedthed #: pie ; 
y hevoldse ese of ane, iian a9 Yio i t9 mm 
ry hai Pia Pavisss spe prswews ta ayer A. A Ra) ary t tg ohh) Y weil amt i ; 
ee iS ER veil ark ot iyy BAS (0: SBOG Jeo d rbehcy vis ; 
a" riaets sake sts Danweb yes Ani fale git pays Ree eag | Phas 
solshodl ott esw av tll gly Fo: jinelfs 3 olla eye 6 A9KYsIS90 wort 
edt Ya se sétisut SOOr ai: bolssaw cae (vider <eabtiial stew of) to 
beytifines mato asV sh osetia oft t > egntbind oplite att) Yo deouit 
nt array OM-vanisth a0 fig ‘eee fs sor MB % ont oe 
ints Seder i ab trermeurisiy otsias five a) hedge used vrort cael 


2044 Je FSG Is yniblind <loW sili lo asuedaen bad antl, GER E a 


@ 
- De 


da 
.) 


vag ® é at Sn ahead 
y 4 


(ipa waibdint HiaW 9 ag te Wycdgm ». d ela bibs get inte 

aan eMtATo. Gi Vast Va Bee! oi oy er ud) oY tagoge otek 4 

: ~Lerohtet 4g ates tel po eye Ol hip (14 weapdheres pee os it ding tine hia 
Hol! to eines snirol te eohelys As Vt. ORE DR SEL conto yeti 


tev sudiatiy shila isdd jerbeaseoue ited? fut t mtg 2 comfyied - 
iriow sch . biledittsy loontgn “dat 4e “aes a ay, OEE ead ty payy olds 
dose we saimigie (i hoxinerding ioe bao be boon a 
oIehew sitog add ni balesital note eccwis end We a AM 
fa avd et iedeirailyl eit dete at Sn bio. “Eas. eek pat bere 
hy aol heb) Hiwbad rons ta Jie) s wa udivise Bf af gad? tet oft 
Laryotmin ll detoatie We! yf uitia@ od) Soainorisduion aba oe. reaAywowlt 
Hike 8a to. boy ie Vise } ele AoA 
mod zee ote NITE | ess uit anil b Bebe astvokt aa ih 
48 tu 2369678 fort aod ayBt ab fey . “acinel seat ab 
Meh teh een BlE Soet ys mire “Teh ya REP wl dilguosd siew 
rt Seetledd mistoe dy SAG ‘MS SAT. ver be eye rate! cerhs be it tof. ws 


© 

bistaidt AD ee eno evan sot aa Jai hen ae SeAluwwhM f° 

rij 1A Wilson [ets hotles SE ORT a ote olyokh mV WwW an Cy 
iyinl ssf why alt Yu sii oad AA ¥y Amt dev «oda | es 
AIS Ils eTRMe aNOE NOt DIRE To diese off bata ty yoorlse | uy 
({ Ah wilt ‘ean & ABI Y nee 5 bh bs & ivi ives Sth: itt baie b hosalanage y) 
To viuaieies iiovll: bFiiga Si id eee “ave othe } 

CURIE Nel Ae AON L diol: ypotblivte Geek ov gone Degas’ 8: niaaswhi he 


ee 
= 


dite. 2g bulwtid teh one) bar Ps Ld i 


Png 


~via) Leh 


a Abe Jyis'W Ad to Gpiieoncys eaiiugean Teva , 
Hi Wx estar oan: ‘ee gars. ype Ye sew eet Ju. BALL o 
BAF, eek Hisavol Rui: ise ait PRRL: 0 gaia BE tas yt 


Of oc tesa 60 cayetnie ots oe WH OP wart (canes) “ 
bie ie a 8 20% THE SAT 20% at oat MVESHOE BiIi et ) gt 


(esl: O39 SRN Mb gavesyT aid saivit ie ips Sele galt: hevayne >? 
& vised Site Dopey ateN eh Obitor ALO gL: hag owhunrilh, ti beathy: f° ae ae 
| ABT, at jp Mrodd uate wd Ben agton sort 34500. | Hicks) offi ah. ay) 
; eeadawils al sitll qitht sieyues ; nodW 1S Ganveoucnie. 
aay Moon boii vik ares moc eiouel vty to Ricihic eae ds ‘Peesisrany ae 
Pee, 00 “ i Oy hin’ Fu bysihs uke Br 
Bog eee tinithco rang “yy sp oak Nedtedates ne baer roxddw Bicgok 
.~ fashatt 4 aint ee To. vol (ats ont botsine Defy HO’ g i ty bins london 
‘Are h oh [ee Be £hi de. vod “rsungesotey eran Qaidteye mei 
Baie Asild viogs. ko y aero yiltovoy eotsiasd Sri. aie 
io diols ee baw, Yew git gaitisow'’ yiiaeiaee 
one srtunaed on 2G! st oftedw onsen Bak hantasles, digongslae 
a gO at vei) vig Tesitotl daar os 3 HLeN) oni to. AWO. 
9. th bodeildsies used yaivad’ otis om iy eertyontoD- eo , Ault sable a Yo 


ae Taree oe 
, ee, - 


‘gone ~~ 
Nt ows 


y] 


380 WISCONSIN 


1858 as the Northwestern Dental Depot, founded by I. N. Morton. 
In 1875 George Wright became owner and president and the name 
was changed to the Wright Dental Depot. In 1907, when the business 
was incorporated, the name became the Wright Dental Supply Com- 
pany, which has since been retained. Mr. Reisweber acquired the 
business by purchase in 1912 and has since successfully conducted it, 
at all times keeping in touch with modern, progressive commercial 
methods and keeping in stock all that is required by the dental pro- 
fession, so that he has been able to build up and maintain a very 
substantial patronage. 

On the 2d of October, 1901, Mr. Reisweber married Anna Benz- 
ing, a daughter of John and Kathryn Benzing. She was born in 
Germany but her parents came with their family to Milwaukee when 
she was very young and she was educated in the schools of this city. 
Mr. and Mrs. Reisweber have a family of three children: Edna is 
now Mrs. Roland J. Schroeder and has two children, Jean and Neal. 
Winifred is the wife of Harold J. Schedler, of Milwaukee, and has 
two daughters, Helen Ann and Mary. Arthur, the only son, died in 
1923, at the age of nineteen years. 

Mr. Reisweber has long been active and prominent in civic affairs 
and in church work and kindred interests. Always an adherent of 
the Catholic faith, he is vice president of the board of governors of 
Mount Mary College of Milwaukee; president of the St. Sebastian 
school board; president of the Catholic Service Bureau; a past faithful 
navigator, past grand knight, past state deputy and now state chair- 
man of the Catholic interest committee of the Knights of Columbus; 
and vice chairman of the Archdiocese Charities Council and the Mil- 
waukee unit of the National Conference of Jews and Christians. He 
is also a member of the Holy Name Lecture Bureau. He is president 
of the Good Government League; a member of the Metropolitan 
Crime Prevention Commission of Milwaukee County; a member of 
the board of directors of the Community War Chest Fund; a member 
of the Fire and Police Commission; and a member of the Milwaukee 
Chamber of Commerce. He is likewise a past president of the Serra 
Club, and all these connections show the nature of his interests and 
the excellent service he has rendered to the city along many lines. 


WALTER O. SCHWARZ. For forty-four years Walter O. Schwarz 
has been connected with Patek Brothers, Inc., of which he is now 
president and treasurer. Their location is at 226 North Water Street, 
where they are carrying on business as paint makers and glass dis- 
tributors. In connection with this undertaking Mr. Schwarz has 
steadily worked his way upward through industry and merit until 
he is now the chief executive of a business whose ramifying trade 
relations cover almost every section of the country. Born in Ger- 
many, December 15, 1884, he is a son of Oscar and Anna (QGuelnel) 
Schwarz, who brought their family to Wisconsin in 1893. The father 
was a landscape gardener who died in Milwaukee in July, 1936, 
having for about two years survived his wife, who died in 1934. 

Walter O. Schwarz, who was one of a family of four children, 
pursued his education in the Milwaukee public schools, having been 
but eight years of age when he accompanied his parents to the new 
world, and he also attended night school in order to broaden his 
knowledge and become better qualified for the duties and responsi- 
bilities of business life. He thus continued his studies until he 
reached the age of twenty-one and in the meantime was earning 
his living by working in the daytime. He entered the employ of 
Patek Brothers Company in 1900, when not yet sixteen years of age, 
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and has since been with the house, winning promotions from time to 
time until he has filled practically every position with the business 
from that of oflice boy to his present official position as president 
and treasurer. 

The Patek Brothers Company was founded by the two brothers, 
Mark L. and George W. Patek, both of whom were born in Milwaukee, 
their father having arrived in this city in 1850. Here he became a 
dealer in net and twine. The paint business was established in 1895 
and has been carried on continuously since, covering almost a half 
century. They are makers of paint and distributors of glass, and 
theirs has become a nationally known business, their products being 
sent to all parts of the country. Mr. Schwarz deserves much credit 
for the success of the business, for during the forty-four years of 
his association therewith he has worked in every department and 
has thus gained the comprehensive knowledge of the industry that 
enables him wisely to direct the efforts and operation of those in his 
service and to carefully plan the expansion of the business, which 
has grown year by year until it now is one of extensive proportions. 

That Mr. Schwarz is well known to the trade is indicated in the 
fact that he has been chosen to serve as a director of the National 
Paint and Varnish Association for eight years and he is likewise a 
director of the Old Line Insurance Company of America. He meas- 
ures up to all modern requirements in the matter of sound judgment 
and enterprise in methods in connection with civic as well as busi- 
ness interests and for six years he has served as a director of the 
Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce and has been a stimulating force 
in directing the progressive measures which it sanctions. He is a 
member of the Rotary Club and a member of the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club, of which he has also been a director. He has member- 
ship in the Wisconsin Club, the Milwaukee Country Club and in 
Plymouth Congregational Church, and he has assisted in the civic 
and charitable drives that have built up the community fund and 
promoted many other philanthropic undertakings. Fishing and golf 
constitute his recreational interests. 

Mr. Schwarz married Lala Gorder, who was born in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin, and comes of Norwegian ancestry. Her parents, Charles 
and Anna Gorder, are still living. Mr. and Mrs. Schwarz have one 
daughter, Louise, who is a graduate of the Milwaukee Downer Col- 
lege and is now attending the Connecticut College for Women. Mr. 
Schwarz has now made his home in Milwaukee for fifty years, and 
feels proud that he is a citizen of what he says is “the grandest 
country in the world.” Here he found opportunities and advantages, 
and through the wise use he has made of his time and talents he has 
won a most creditable place as a citizen and as a business man in 
the city whose people have largely come from or are descended from 
those who came from Germany, feeling that this was the land that 
would give them chance for advancement. 


THe RACINE PuBLIC LIBRARY had its inception in the public- 
spirited activities of a small group of people who were much inter- 
ested in the intellectual and moral development of the city and was 
largely instituted by E. G. Durant, a prominent business man and 
manufacturer who headed the Kenosha Hardware Company on its 
removal to Racine. He saw the necessity of having a Sunday school 
at Racine Junction, for a large area there was destitute of all re- 
ligious observance save for one small chapel, and he and several 
others projected a movement among the young people to form a 
Union Sunday school. Their cooperative work in that organization 
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led to their efforts, two years later, to found a library, having 
cherished this hope throughout the period. At that time Racine’s 
only library consisted of the remnants of the old public library, which 
had once been a part of the first high school, and which contained but 
few books. The little group of interested people, however, secured 
gifts of lumber and the young men of the organization built shelves 
in the Sunday school building which had previously been secured. 

An entertainment was given to provide funds and from that time 
forward whenever they gave an entertainment the proceeds were 
divided equally between the Sunday school and the Library. A rental 
fee of five cents per week was charged for the books and the fund 
thus acquired was used to buy new books. The Library was opened 
on Wednesday nights and Saturday afternoons and soon had a 
large following. 

Leading workers in the Sunday school continued to develop the 
Library, including Alice Hamilton and Ella Phelps, both now de- 
ceased, and Mrs. Lura Cogswell Torrey, now of Vermont, each of 
whom served faithfully for several years as librarian, receiving no 
salary beyond the privilege of reading the books. At that time this 
was the only library maintained in Racine and its contents included 
the best standard works as well as the popular fiction of the day.. 

In those early days those in charge often found it impossible to 
buy more than two new books at a time but when the treasury badly 
needed replenishing they would again resort to entertainments to 
secure the necessary funds and the proceeds would again be invested 
in additions to the Library shelves. The utmost enthusiasm prevailed 
amony the promoters and supporters of the Library and after an 
entertainment was given they would not return home until the money 
was counted and plans were made for further purchases. 

The original workers continued their labors until 1895 without 
active cooperation on the part of the public for the Library’s support, 
but in November of that year invitations were issued to all interested 
to attend a meeting in the home of Mrs. A. W. Guilbert to consider 
the question of establishing a public library. The Racine Business 
Men’s Association gave assurance of their support of the project and 
2a committee of three ladies, Mrs. W. W. Dingee, Mrs. J. 8S. Clement 
and Mrs. GC. S. Beebe, was appointed to confer with the men, with 
the result that they decided that financial conditions would prevent 
the promotion of a library at that time. The following year, however, 
increased interest in the plan resulted in the organization of the 
Racine Library Association, with a membership of two hundred and 
eighteen. The first officers were: Charles H. Miner, president; Mrs. 
J. C. MeMurphy, vice president; Charles Carpenter, treasurer; and 
Mrs. C. 8. Beebe, secretary. 

On January 27, 1896, at its first meeting, the Library board 
decided to ask the public to support the Library by voting a fourth- 
mill tax. The work seemed now well under way and received the 
endorsement of the State Library Association and the newly organized 
Woman’s Club. The election returns showed a majority of about one 
thousand in favor of the tax measure, whereupon the city council, 
on April 18, 1896, passed the resolution to levy the required amount 
and the mayor, in accordance with the library law, appointed nine 
directors. Charles H. Lee was elected president at the first meeting 
of this board, July 24, 1896, Charles Giessler becoming treasurer 
and Mrs. C. S. Beebe, secretary. The tax allotment was barely 
sufficient to meet the running expenses of the room and provide the 
necessary equipment, leaving nothing for the purchase of books, but 
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generous citizens pledged twenty-five hundred dollars on condition 
that an equal amount be raised elsewhere. 

Through the untiring efforts of certain friends of the Library 
the board at length found itself in possession of fifty-one hundred 
dollars for book purchases. The formal opening of the Racine Public 
Library was held in the room that had been secured at Third and 
Main streets, when four thousand volumes met the gaze of the 
visitors. Miss Elizabeth Clarke, who had been engaged as librarian 
in May, 1896, resigned in the summer and was succeeded by Miss 
Mary J. Calkins, who with two assistants prepared about thirty-five 
hundred volumes for distribution. By 1898 there were four thousand 
six hundred and three books, but by 1900 the city had never bought 
a book, its library tax barely covering other expenses. An attempt 
to secure West Park as a library site proved futile in 1901 and those 
interested then turned to Andrew Carnegie. But more than a year 
passed before a favorable response was secured, arranging for a gift 
of fifty.thousand dollars, the city to furnish a suitable site and guar- 
antee five thousand dollars annually for the Library’s support. The 
city council accepted the gift and arranged for the maintenance. 

Thomas M. Kearney was appointed chairman of a committee to 
secure a suitable site but it was not until some time later that Mrs. 
Mary E. Hall sold to the city the present site for fifteen thousand 
dollars, of which she donated a thousand. Plans were then made 
and the contract let for forty-one thousand dollars, the cornerstone 
being laid on May 30, 1903, while the completed building was pre- 
sented to the city March 8, 1904. Since then the North side branch 
was established in 1906 and the Washington branch in 1922. A 
branch in the Lincoln school was opened in 1909 and in 1915 was 
transferred to the Central Association as the Central branch. Seven 
other branches have been opened, thus caring for the library needs 
of all sections of the city and in 1923 the county board of supervisors 
signed a contract by which the Library board agreed to furnish 
library service to county residents, the county board appropriating 
two thousand dollars annually for the work and agreeing to a charge 
of ten cents per circulation to borrowers. By 1943 more than fifty 
thousand books were thus being circulated by the rural community. 
From its establishment the Racine Library has enjoyed a steady 
growth and substantial development and is an institution of great 
pride to both city and county. 


MARTHA BRooKS MERRELL, now serving as librarian of the Racine 
Public Library, is a native of Superior, Wisconsin, where she was 
reared, spending her girlhood in the home of her parents, Benajah D. 
and Martha H. (Reed) Merrell, the latter born in Portage, Wisconsin, 
and the father born at Fort Winnebago, this state, a son of Henry 
Merrell, a settler. Having completed the work of the grades in the 
Nelson Dewey school and graduating from the high school of Superior, 
Martha B. Merrell then enrolled as a student in the State Teachers 
College there, attending from 1916 to 1918. She next entered Rad- 
cliffe College of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and there won her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1922, while in 1927 she completed a course 
in the Wisconsin University Library School. 

After completing her work at Radcliffe, Miss Merrell taught in 
the high school of Stoughton, Wisconsin, in 1923-24, and was general 
assistant at the Radcliffe College library in 1925-26, after which she 
served as reference librarian of the Oshkosh Public Library from 
1927 until 1929. Coming to Racine, she accepted the appointment 
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of head of the adult department of the Public Library, acting in that 
capacity from 1929 to 1931, and from 1932 until 1940 she was head 
librarian of the Superior Public Library, after which she returned 
to Racine and has since been head librarian. 

Miss Merrell belongs to the American Library Association and 
the Wisconsin Library Association, of which she was president in 
1938-39; the American Association of University Women; the Wis- 
consin Academy of Science, Arts and Letters; the Wisconsin His- 
torical Society, of which she has been curator since 1939; the Racine 
Theater Guild; the Racine Art Association, of which she has been 
secretary since 1942; the Racine Council of Social Agencies; the 
Racine Woman’s Club; the League of Women Voters; the Business 
and Professional Women’s Club; and the Association of Commerce. 
She has membership in the Episcopal church and her chief recrea- 
tional interests are reading, gardening, travel and outdoor sports. 


RICHARD HANLON TYRELL, attorney, of the firm of Wood, Warner, 
Tyrrell & Bruce of Milwaukee, where he has practiced since 1922, 
was born at Lake Geneva, Walworth County, Wisconsin, January 
24, 1898, a son of Franklin Jones and Edith R. (Hanlon) Tyrrell, 
both natives of Wisconsin, the father of English descent while the 
mother was of Irish lineage. Franklin J. Tyrrell was born in Racine 
County, his parents being Franklin and Helen Ann (Jones) Tyrrell, 
who came to Wisconsin at a very early epoch in the history of the 
state. 

Franklin J. Tyrrell became a member of the bar and practiced at 
Lake Geneva for many years. He was a graduate of the high school 
at Burlington, Wisconsin, and studied law at the University of Wis- 
consin, where the LL. B. degree was conferred on him in 1889. Dur- 
ing his college days he became a member of Sigma Chi fraternity. 
For several terms he filled the office of city attorney of Lake Geneva 
and he built up a large private practice there, the public recognizing 
his ability to capably handle important and involved legal questions. 
He was also active in the Young Men’s Christian Association and 
for a quarter of a century was a member of its board of directors. 
He was likewise a loyal member and earnest worker in the Episcopal 
church, in the faith of which he passed away April 5, 1939. His wife, 
who was born in Milwaukee, had died in 1903. They had been mar- 
ried in 1891 and they became parents of three sons and a daughter, 
as follows: Franklin E., who was engaged in the real estate business 
at Forest Hills, Long Island, and is now serving in the United States 
Navy; Donald William, who is executive vice president of Ray-O-Vac 
Company in Madison, Wisconsin; Richard H.; and Helen Edith, the 
wife of Luke S. Ollis, living in Miami, Florida. 

After completing his early education in Lake Geneva, where he 
was graduated from high school, Richard Hanlon Tyrrell spent two 
years as a student of arts and letters at the University of Wisconsin. 
At that time the country became involved in the first World War and 
he then enlisted, going to the Officers Training Camp at Fort Sheri- 
dan, Illinois, where he was commissioned a second lieutenant of in- 
fantry, but the Armistice was signed before he could get across. He 
then returned to the University of Wisconsin as a law student and 
won his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1922. The same year he began 
practice in Milwaukee, as an associate of Edgar L. Wood, and in 
1927 the firm of Wood, Warner & Tyrrell was formed and so con- 
tinued over a period of sixteen years. In 1943 the firm name was 
changed to Wood, Warner, Tyrrell & Bruce. Mr. Tyrrell has a good 
practice and that he has won many favorable decisions is attested by 
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the court records. He early recognized the necessity of thoroughly 
preparing his cases and his reasoning has always been clear, his de- 
ductions sound and logical. He belongs to the Milwaukee Bar Asso- 
ciation, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association, and his close conformity to high professional standards 
has gained him the confidence and good will of his contemporaries 
and colleagues in law practice. 

Mr. Tyrrell married Helen Jeanette Castell, a native of Michigan 
and a daughter of Dr. Francis and Maude (Lonsbury) Castell, the 
latter now deceased, while her father is a practicing physician at 
Pontiac, Michigan. Mrs. Tyrrell is a registered nurse, having grad- 
uated from the Nurses School of the University of Michigan. Mr. 
and Mrs. Tyrrell have one daughter, Nancy Jean, eleven years of 
age, who is attending school in Shorewood. 

The family residence is at 2521 Hast Newton Avenue in Shore- 
wood and Mr. Tyrrell has his office at 213 West Wisconsin Avenue 
in Milwaukee. He has served as a vestryman of St. Mark’s Episco- 
pal Church and he has served two terms as a member of the Shore- 
wood school board. He is a member of the Sigma Chi college frater- 
nity and of Phi Delta Phi law fraternity. He is a Mason and he is 
well known as a member of the University Club and of the City Club 
of Milwaukee, but his chief recreational interest comes through his 
membership in the Milwaukee Yacht Club, in which he is a past 
member of the board of directors. He takes a very active interest 
in this club and he spends some of his happiest hours on the water. 


CLIFFORD A. RANDALL is well established in a successful and 
growing law practice in Milwaukee as a member of the firm of Zim- 
mers, Randall & Zimmers, with offices at 135 West Wells Street. He 
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, September 16, 1904, his parents being 
Edward and Amelia (Schiappacasse) Randall. The father, who was 
the proprietor of the Edward Randall Company, dealer in food prod- 
ucts, died in the year in which his son was born. The mother, who 
was born in Cleveland and was of Italian descent, brought her only 
child to Wisconsin when he was very young and in this state she 
spent her remaining days, passing away in. Milwaukee in 1929. 

Clifford A. Randall received his early educational training in a 
parochial school in Milwaukee, afterward attended the Marquette 
University high school and later entered Notre Dame, where he com- 
pleted the equivalent of a high school course at Carroll Hall. He won 
his Bachelor of Arts degree at Dartmouth College as a member of 
the class of 1927, and after carefully considering the many changes 
of business life, decided upon a professional career, to which end 
he enrolled as a law student in Marquette University and was grad- 
uated with the class of 1935. He at once began practice in Milwaukee, 
where he has since continued and after practicing independently for 
some time he became a member of the firm of Zimmers, Randall & 
Zimmers in 1939. They largely engage in corporation work, and 
among their clients are some of the important business concerns of 
the city. Mr. Randall has membership in the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar 
Association, in which he serves as a member of the executive com- 
mittee. 

A civic-minded man, Mr. Randall has done much to further pub- 
lic welfare and advance the interests of those who need assistance. 
He is active in Red Cross work and served as chairman of the Mil- 
waukee chapter in 1936-37. He has given effective aid to the Com- 
munity Fund drives and to the War Chest campaigns. An active 


omeA twat! 
Sete] tis, Ths ia The 
abusbiisty t4 


eae Leer ver 
SM PAITOTN 


¥ 
PT 


Galeton {0 yiveoven ad hasimgoont 

~ab ei as naod ewawts sad sah(mEao7 
oo duvet Sf ot 
off) frig 


Tae “sTisig 


| edpzioves 


sah = oh 
d ire & 
‘eine Bi WIDE 5 
ints icnedanmy q ay of hoisio 4 
“t2@ ie) att hon Molicioodel — : 
o> OM sith bonisy ead 

val ob ugestias bas I 


i 


Pal Thity : PY | 
ut wisGkedé nul 
Aygut «oj ; 
uit ta Brive. 


si aN 
Be | Lit be LS 


' 
Fok oe 8 10) chy 2 | 


oeyidg! VL tu avitsa ea iste) eiterast, 11) =) eyes fy Hora T Mt 
43 iloten) (vindsmmlp stad tars eioruad 4 Seeeitheeb «& bre 
j yo - i> Ibs. BS Pisagad ran Ate Leagsogb won yotig! ; 
~ Let GH. Sine cA pase re i’ 1} T 29th ight abhi , 
; i io Wi te Valea ¢LJ {i to foolog vara Say (mtoxt botau 
ie (j feeds tart Jtyeit os Cand 9 ree Ju oy act Hycoee aah bouts 
ways Pras fs TOOrtoe auib (oF al ork ous 
-s10HG gt sbaow A noiWwe dau ASGS dy <i sone ‘y Virad af? 
wivA Hienosat weW BLE dn adic zid zen oer? 2 hep hoow 
- }. Aik 36 4 oedivtwes? ne hove: 23 SH Sthinawif at co 
wie off 34 «acaién SINT Ww : aie ont bite sexiotD leg ‘Ar rf 
tol ogaffes iy withie ol) Yo todtmeaut & ai ST bebed iddsieoa foow ‘a hdte io, 
C98 bna Wea & al eth .yguemietl wel 1f4 WSO I epee aes «Se 7 
Gal!) vif olf? F dil. 3 Novi) of ) (SUAS £ BR 1 Howie llow 7 
siti Aqueatt ff Wieter teaugnari tonio aid pud> sali ho a. 
deat 4i ott lotto, nb det toe Y acstu actiy> ‘Sih ae eiterdeoan mar 
beyveatot ay Tee eee ae? ol foj29 Lb To bred oft ltd a5dinem 9 F) ee 
sige aiton ort Jasierissy nov ebinuge ot fias dado shay et aa 
7 - . “athe 
bine ly}eesieur H ‘henetidgizs / th IGLOWAR. A pomenih 2 
HES LY ors SAT to Haine ae sadop whee isons wil guiwory ees 
64 Re boa? 2 | 2 et rea i) ch, ; iti. Tih] ob) ep x Usbnaeh OTS ; ae 
eed atten wok abUCT 04 (melas iQ .bitstevel- a aad amw eee 
Har oslty ihe ah f KORN), SHeatA boy triawbal en 
bry sever h ah mw) With Svs br yi on] tes SOF ASG Og eh) he Swe 
ryt" eroegh ou i {9G ie THF, a foylyeog ee A oikd Ri Vesey ato t . | 
+ Tysuprid ye ob teh d | eit. Livi Lets n i nso asw tia 
; j r} e. 
tx othe eee hii ani et asst teh ope: Ga ditto f . 
: RE MN Aen ttev7iilt wi wen eiteney, eval i ag ti tet Kise i: } 
a pile Tinie ioby -itee cin’ paginas Nebo AL Tie Git ye 
Siawvinls sh hehehe byawealhi EAD RY ap rr iges 132 feitions a ) 
Hod sh Stee srg ocho Bice ose ‘ys tiet bi U4 104 niga Ysa Lbieiogial ibe 
AGA hast tharedss) mina th (iad 610 Lash chips ‘aN batvig: 
to SEO Mos sh Asteria rt de oie. Ith ap het asset ai 
A604 fA Nett ity Shas: 19 thy OAD RY toe ay ee Ag 2: ah) ody 
$Ey: Ot SSSI) tao aa iy Me TO Be ‘ibid Sr Sesh ead to.) - 
Situ : iS YG eA ty J meas set yer) OE. 10; ibe Wepie ets 0 ast a2 
[Sao rat tun itr at vi Wy if ; SRY WE. ona» es 7 1h Gr? basis ie ae ee 4 
Se Sea belie Seth Day py beak yffus fs, sit hits ies ges Ht 5 
\Aallatri dl: ersmasiz ‘ hou) Fo sodinors & sons oi es Bi erOe - 
lure, How elintogans “in taal rti, Vigstab yodT OSL wi eons y 
i WO abcicuiiys Pesaiand Ide hreqins oA Bo sige GARE nee kal Biot 


oe tiukh We 


te oe 


. ix wba 42a Bhat 
the ; “ts 


_ avites ah. 


OSM “add- treme hevigigl ese anrotntevoahasie 
oo “6 evidiggxo ‘ort} to TSUN & 26 eo 79a, 0% iy 


-duq tobe? of dou anol ad Pligg «th , ie . 


pitt Io ngeurints ai Leia tye bby ts ye 
“sO vt? OF eink acti ft A ay iit nt : 


Fioiiee Git at yiteradssre ket 


jie ie 


Gibyy seat! te besacaiidnk: ae 5am | 


386 WISCONSIN 


member of the Rotary Club, he served as its president in 1941. He 
is particularly interested in the Milwaukee Friends of Music, a so- 
ciety which was founded in 1940 and which is sponsoring a symphony 
orchestra, which gave its first concert in 1948. He is a great lover 
of music and keenly appreciative of its uplifting influence. Mr. Ran- 
dall has also taken a helpful part in Boy Scout work and has served 
as president of the Milwaukee Council of the Boy Scouts of America. 
He belongs to the Catholic church and has served as speaker for the 
Holy Name Society on various occasions. He is also a member of 
the American Motion Picture Panel of Arbiters, all of which shows 
his deep interest in everything that benefits and uplifts his fellow- 
men and promotes a spirit of humanitarianism. While he holds to 
high ‘ideals, his methods are practical and resultant and the worth 
of his work is widely recognized in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Randall makes his home at 3539 Shepard Avenue. He was 
married in 1929 to Miss Renate M. Zimmers, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of William J. and Meta (Borchert) Zimmers. Her 
father, who has been engaged in law practice in Wisconsin for many 
years, is now the head of the firm of Zimmers, Randall & Zimmers, 
and is mentioned at length on another page of this work. His wife, 
who was born in Milwaukee, was a daughter of Ernst Borchert, who 
was connected with the brewery business here in an early day, being 
a member of the firm of Jung & Borchert. Mr. and Mrs. Randall 
have become parents of a son and daughter, William Louis and 
Judith Ann, aged respectively twelve and nine years and now attend- 
ing the Milwaukee University school. 


FRANK NEWMAN FERGUSON is the vice president and secretary 
of the Dunn & Stringer Investment Company and also owner of the 
Frank N. Ferguson Insurance Agency of Milwaukee, with offices at 
767 North Water Street. Born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, April 18, 
1891, he is a son of Theodore J. and Emma (Newman) Ferguson, 
both now deceased. The father was born in Pennsylvania, June 18, 
1850, his parents having been Phineas C. and Malissa (Mershon) 
Ferguson, who, like their son, were natives of Springfield, Pennsyl- 
vania, the former devoting his life to the occupation of farming. 
Theodore J. Ferguson pursued his education in the rural school near 
his father’s farm and assisted in the work of the fields and other 
farm tasks, but on reaching adult age he went upon the road as a 
traveling salesman, devoting fifteen years to the sale of nursery 
stock. In 1899 he joined Charles H. Hawks in organizing a com- 
pany, which two years later was incorporated under the name of 
the Hawks Nursery Company, with its main offices in Rochester, 
New York. In March, 1893, a branch of the business was estab- 
lished in Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, with Mr. Ferguson in charge. The 
company had a forty-acre nursery of shade trees, also handled 
shrubs and ornamental stock and the business was developed to 
large proportions. Mr. Ferguson was united in marriage to Miss 
Emma Newman, of Elkhart, Indiana, and they became the parents 
of a son, Frank N., and two daughters, Edna R. and Dorothy. Edna 
attended the Milwaukee State Teachers College and is now a teacher 
of music, living in Wauwatosa. Dorothy is now the wife of Robert 
M. Owen, of Wauwatosa. 

The public school system of Wauwatosa provided Frank N. 
Ferguson with his educational opportunities and after completing 
a course in the high school he started out in the business world, 
securing a position in the First National Bank of Wauwatosa, where 
he remained as cashier for two years. In 1928, having gained 
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valuable experience in financial matters, he joined the Dunn & 
Stringer Investment Company, with which he has filled various posi- 
tions, eventually becoming vice president and secretary, in which 
dual position he still continues. This firm handles mortgage loans 
and real estate and a growing and substantial business has been 
developed. He also established the Frank N. Ferguson Insurance 
Agency, handling general insurance, and his comprehensive under- 
standing of all kinds of insurance, combined with his close applica- 
tion and attitude of helpful service, has brought him a liberal patron- 
age. He was president of the Milwaukee Mortgage Bankers’ Asso- 
ciation for the year 1942-43 and he has been chosen to address meet- 
ings of that organization. 

Mr. Ferguson married Miss Gladys Paull, who was born in Mil- 
waukee and is a daughter of Harvey S. and Eunice (Shimmin) Paull, 
the latter now deceased. The father has been president of the 
Milwaukee Cold Storage Company for the extended period of fifty- 
two years and makes his home in Wauwatosa. Mr. and Mrs. Fer- 
guson are the parents of two sons, of whom they have every reason 
to be proud, for both are with the United States Army. ‘The elder, 
Donald Sheldon, twenty-four years of age, is a graduate of the Wau- 
watosa high school and spent two years in Lawrence College at 
Appleton, Wisconsin, before joining the armed forces, with which 
he holds the rank of first lieutenant. Ray Gaylord Ferguson, twenty- 
two years of age, is also an alumnus of the Wauwatosa high school 
and is now on duty with the transport service branch of the Air 
Corps in World War II, being in Africa. Mr. Ferguson’s father was 
a member of the Old Settlers’ Club, while he belongs to the Wauwa- 
tosa. Club. Their home is on Pewaukee Lake in Waukesha County 
and he finds his recreation on the lake, enjoying the ice sports in 
winter and boating, fishing and swimming in summer, while the 
days, with exception of occasional brief periods, find him busily 
engaged at his office, where he is winning a well merited success. 


JUDGE JEFFERSON ALLAN SIMPSON, who since 1929 has occupied 
the bench of the County Court of Racine County, has been a repre- 
sentative of the legal profession in Wisconsin since 1913, when he 
began the practice of law in Shullsburg, his native city. He was 
born November 25, 1889, and his ancestral record is given in connec- 
tion with the history of his parents, Jefferson B. and Luella (Allan) 
Simpson, on another page of this work. They are still residents of 
Shullsburg and the father reached the age of eighty-six in June, 
1945, and the mother eighty-five in May, 1945. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Judge 
Simpson entered the public schools of his native town and passed on 
to his graduation from the high school with the class of 1906. He 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Wisconsin in 
1910 and then continued as a law student there, completing his course 
in 1913, when the LL.B. degree was conferred on him. During his 
college days he became a member of the baseball team, which in 1909 
went to Japan and there won a majority of the games in which they 
participated. 

With the completion of his law course Judge Simpson entered upon 
the active practice of his profession in Shullsburg in connection with 
his father, and there continued until the first World War, when he 
volunteered for military service on April 6, 1917, and entered the 
First Officers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, where he was 
commissioned a captain of infantry. He served overseas for fourteen 
months, mostly on staff duty, but was in the zone of advance during 
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the battle of San Mihiel. He first served with the Three Hundred and 
Thirty-seventh Infantry of the Eighty-fifth Division, with which he 
was commanding officer of Company M. It was in that connection 
that he went to France and later he was made supply officer at the 
Second Army Headquarters at Toul. Subsequently he was on military 
duty for a time in Germany and also in Scotland. During this period 
he was in command of a detachment of fifty-five officers and non- 
commissioned officers at the University in Aberdeen, Scotland, re- 
maining there from February until July, 1919. 

In August of that year Judge Simpson, having received his dis- 
charge, returned to his home in Shullsburg, where he resumed the 
practice of law. Some time later he spent a year as chief United 
States prohibition officer for the western district of Wisconsin, with 
headquarters in Madison, and after retiring from that position came 
to Racine in 1921 as assistant district attorney, and at the same time 
became a partner in the law firm of Beck & Simpson, which later 
became Beck, Simpson & Smalley. Following his withdrawal from 
the latter connection in 1926, he practiced independently until Sep- 
tember, 1929, when he was appointed county judge and in the spring 
of 1930 was elected to the office to fill out the unexpired term. He 
early gave evidence of possessing the judicial qualities of fairness 
and impartiality, joined to a comprehensive understanding of legal 
principles and a broad knowledge of precedent, and in 1931 he was 
elected for the regular six years term, followed by reelection in 1937 
and again in 1948, so that his tenure of office will continue until 1949. 
His entire record on the bench is one that reflects credit and honor 
upon the judicial history of the state, and that his service has the 
high endorsement of the general public is shown in his frequent 
reelections. 

On the 1st of September, 1923, Judge Simpson married Jessie 
Allen, a daughter of Amos and Isabella (Dow) Allen. Her father was 
born in New York State, while her mother was born in Cambridge, 
Wisconsin, as was Mrs. Simpson. Mr. Allen engaged in the lumber 
business at Cambridge for many years, but at length retired and 
removed to California, where he spent his remaining days, his death 
occurring in 1918, when he had reached the age of seventy-two years. 
His widow died in Cambridge in February, 1944, at the age of 
elghty-nine. Judge and Mrs. Simpson were classmates at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and she too was graduated with the class of 
1910, and received the Bachelor of Arts degree. She afterward 
engaged in teaching school in Milwaukee and Racine, Wisconsin, in 
California and in Colorado. Judge and Mrs. Simpson have one son, 
Jefferson Allan Jr., who was born November 9, 1924, and is a 
graduate of the Horlick high school of Racine. He was attending 
the University of Wisconsin when he enlisted in the Army Air Corps, 
February 21, 1943. He received his bombardier wings in July, 1945, 
and was transferred to the United States Military Academy, Pro- 
visional, at Amherst College in Amherst, Massachusetts. He is now 
at West Point Military Academy. 

The family residence is at 988 Lake Avenue in Racine. Fraternally 
Judge Simpson is a thirty-second degree Mason and also has member- 
ship in the Elks and Odd Fellows lodges, in the American Legion 
and the 40 and 8. He likewise belongs to the Rotary Club and his 
religious faith is that of the Presbyterian church, while politically 
he maintains an independent course, voting for men and measures 
rather than party, yet never remiss in the duties and obligations of 
citizenship. He is rendering valuable service in his official capacity 
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and he has membership in the Racine County Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 


Dr. WILLIAM M. JERMAIN, a Milwaukee physician who specializes 
in internal medicine and whose ability is widely recognized, was 
born September 29, 1896, in the city which is still his place of resi- 
dence, his parents being Dr. Louis Francis and Rose (Barth) Jer- 
main. The father was born in Meeme, Manitowoc County, Wiscon- 
sin, October 10, 1867, a son of George and Laura (Simone) Jermain, 
the former a native of Switzerland, while the latter was born at Aix- 
la-Chapelle in Rhenish Prussia. In tracing the ancestry still further 
back it is found that John Jermain, great-grandfather of Dr. Wil- 
liam Jermain, was an attache of the consulate in Berne, Switzerland, 
and spent his last days in his native land. 

George Jermain, son of John Jermain, was a youth of fifteen 
years when he bade adieu to his old home and crossed the Atlantic, 
making his way westward to Manitowoc County, Wisconsin. There 
he took up the business of contracting and mill building, and many 
of the mills erected in that section of the state were his handiwork. 
He took an active interest in politics and always voted with the 
Democratic party, no one ever questioning the integrity of his po- 
litical opinions. He did much to further public welfare and not 
only cooperated in all movements for the public good but oft’times 
was a leader in projects of importance to the community. Not only 
did many mills of this section express his handiwork, but he was 
also the builder of various churches of the early day. To him and 
his wite were born seven sons and three daughters. George Jermain 
married Laura Simone, a daughter of Hubert and Theresa Simone, 
who were natives of Aix-la-Chapelle and in 1845 came to the new 
world, establishing their home in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, in 
1845, Hubert Simone there following the occupation of farming. 
Both he and his wife died in Manitowoc County. 

After attending the public schools Dr. Louis Francis Jermain 
continued his education in the Oshkosh State Normal and thus quali- 
fied for the profession of teaching, in which he engaged for seven 
years. Consideration of the vast professional field, however, brought 
him to the conclusion that he would like to take up the study and 
practice of medicine and accordingly he enrolled as a student in the 
medical department of Northwestern University at Chicago, being 
there graduated with the class of 1894. He then opened an oftice 
in Milwaukee and for a long period specialized in internal medicine. 
Ile won distinction in that field and was an honored and successful 
member of the profession to the time of his death, which occurred 
in July, 1935. tle also was a medical professor in Marquette Uni- 
versity for some years and was the first dean of Marquette Univer- 
sity Medical School. He belonged to the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the Central Wisconsin 
Medical Society, the Milwaukee Medical Society and was also a fel- 
low of the American College of Physicians. He was likewise affil- 
iated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
Knights of Columbus and he belonged to the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club, while politically he was a supporter of the Democratic party 
and in religious faith was a Catholic. He was married June 26, 1894, 
to Rose Barth, who was born in Kentucky and was a daughter of 
Paul and Theresa K. Barth, of Louisville, Kentucky, where the fa- 
ther died, while the mother spent her last days with Mrs. Jermain, 
passing away in Milwaukee in 1915, at the advanced age of ninety 
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years. Dr. Louis Francis and Rose (Barth) Jermain had a family 
of two daughters and a son, Theresa, William and Angeline. Mrs. 
Jermain died December 24, 1936. In the passing of Doctor Jermain 
Wisconsin lost one of her most prominent physicians. He had been 
honored with the presidency of the State Medical Society in 1916, 
after having served as president of the Milwaukee County Medical 
Society in 1910 and of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine in 1912, 
and he was created a Knight of St. Gregory by Pope Pius XI in 1927. 
Of the two daughters of the family, Mrs. Theresa Jackels, now a 
widow, is living in Milwaukee, and Angeline is the wife of Cyril Boe- 
mer of St. Paul, Minnesota. 

Dr. William M. Jermain acquired his early education in the paro- 
chial schools of Milwaukee, afterward attended Marquette Academy 
and then prepared for the medical profession in Marquette Univer- 
sity Medical School, from which he was graduated with the class of 
1922. He served his interneship in the Milwaukee County Hospital 
and then joined his father in practice, both specializing in internal 
medicine.’ Doctor Jermain, like his father, has always kept in touch 
with the trend of modern thought and research and is well versed on 
the latest methods and procedure of his chosen calling. For fifteen 
years he served on the staff of the Milwaukee County Hospital and 
has also been a member of the staffs of St. Mary Hospital and the 
Columbia Hospital and he is now assoviate professor of internal 
medicine at Marquette University. He belongs to the American 
Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the Mil- 
waukee County Medical Society, of which he was president in 1940, 
the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine and the American College of 
Physicians and he is also a diplomate of the American Board of In- 
ternal Medicine. He is likewise identified with the Rotary Club and is 
a member of the Shorewood board of health. 

Doctor Jermain resides at 2736 East Newton Avenue in Shore- 
wood. He married Katherine Schmitt, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Frank J. Schmitt, founder of the business of H. 
Schmitt & Son, contractors and builders of Milwaukee. Mr. 
Schmitt’s wife, who bore the maiden name of Katherine Wengler, 
is still living in Milwaukee, and her daughter, Mrs. Jermain, was 
educated in the Milwaukee Downer Seminary. Doctor and Mrs. 
Jermain have four children: Louis Francis Jermain II, who is now 
at Marquette University; Elizabeth Ann, attending Downer College; 
William Michael Jr., who is attending the Marquette University high 
school; and Mary Katherine, a pupil in St. Roberts school in Shore- 
wood. 


FRANK M. SuRGES is a partner in the firm of Surges Brothers, 
decorating contractors of Milwaukee, with offices at 2516 West 
Greenfield Avenue, and is of the second generation of the family to 
carry on this business, which was established by his father almost 
seventy years ago. His father, Joseph P. Surges Sr., was born in 
Milwaukee in 1855 and died here in 1927, when he had passed the 
seventy-second milestone on life’s journey. He always remained 
active as a decorating contractor and as his sons were ready for 
the business they joined him under the firm style of Joseph P. Surges 
& Sons. He married Amelia Busch, also a native of Milwaukee, and 
they became the parents of nine children, six of whom are still living 
in this city. 

Frank M. Surges pursued his education in St. Anthony’s parochial 
school of Milwaukee, where he has made his home during the greater 
part of his life. He was born here July 4, 1894, and in early man- 
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hood, after completing his studies, he went upon the stage with the 
Orpheum circuit as a vocalist, devoting four years to that work, 
during which time he traveled all over the United States and other 
countries as well. This was a valuable experience for a young man, 
as it brought him an intimate knowledge of his native land and 
other countries. On his return to Milwaukee he became a partner in 
the firm of Joseph P. Surges & Sons, decorating contractors, and 
since his father’s death the business has been carried on under the 
firm name of Surges Brothers, his partner being Joseph P. Surges 
Jr. Their work includes the decorating of the interiors and exteriors 
of homes, stores, factories, theaters, churches and offices, and they 
are accorded a large patronage, the business being one of extensive 
proportions. 

After his return to Milwaukee, Frank M. Surges was married 
May 6, 1919, to Sophia Tessmer, a native of this city, and they now 
have a son and two daughters, the eldest being Richard, who was 
born in 1921, and was a law student in Marquette University until 
he enlisted for service in World War II. He is now a member of 
the United States Naval Reserves on duty in foreign waters. Lois, 
who was born in 1925, is now serving with the United States Mili- 
tary Nurses Corps. Nancy, who was born in 1929, is attending 
school, St. Mary’s of the Springs at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 

Mr. Surges is serving on the board of directors of the United 
Community and War Fund, Inc. He has served as state chairman 
of the legislative committee of the Master and Journeymen Painters 
and Decorators and has been a member of the advisory and examin- 
ing boards of the painting and decorating division of the Industrial 
Commission of Wisconsin. He is vice president of the Columbus 
Institute of Milwaukee and was chairman of the Painting Code 
Authority of Wisconsin in 1934-85. He also belongs to the Mil- 
waukee County Painting and Decorating Contractors’ Association, 
of which he was president from 19383 to 1935. He is particularly 
prominent in connection with the work of the Catholic church and 
has been general chairman of the Catholic Charities campaign for 
the last twelve years and his efforts for this cause have been crowned 
with.a high measure of success. He is chairman of the Catholic 
Charities Council of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. He belongs to 
the Knights of Columbus, of which he was lecturer in 1924, deputy 
grand knight in 1926 and grand knight in 1927. He was faithful 
navigator of the highest degree of the Knights of Columbus during 
the years of 1942 and 19438. He is also a park commissioner of the 
city of Wauwatosa, and his other affiliations are the Milwaukee Ath- 
letic Club, the Association of Commerce, the Elks and -the [agles. 
He has been untiring in his efforts to promote the work of the church 
and its kindred organizations, while at the same time he has gained 
an enviable position in the business circles of the city in which he 
has always lived. 


Dr. HARRY J. HEEB, who specializes in the treatment of diseases 
of the eye, ear, nose and throat, and who is clinical professor of 
ophthalmology at Marquette University, has practiced in Milwaukee 
since 1904. He was born in this city, September 29, 1882, a son of 
Adam and Louise (Hercher) Heeb, both now deceased. The father 
was born in New York City, a son of Lorenz Heeb, a native of Ger- 
many, who learned the carpenter’s trade in that country and after- 
ward came to America. For a time he resided in New York and 
then brought his family to Milwaukee, his son Adam being then 
a young lad, who was afterward to become a well known photogra- 
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pher of this city. He died in Milwaukee in 1926. His wife, who 
was born in Peoria, Illinois, was a daughter of Daniel Hercher, who 
brought his family to Wisconsin, settling at Kilbourn, Columbia 
County, where he followed the occupation of farming. 

Doctor Heeb, who was an only child, attended the public schools 
of Milwaukee and the West Side high school, after which he studied 
in the Spencerian Business College. Having determined to make 
the practice of medicine his life work, he enrolled as a Marquette 
student in the Wisconsin College of Physicians and Surgeons, now 
the Marquette University Medical School, from which he was gradu- 
ated with the M.D. degree in 1904. He has since taken postgraduate 
work in Vienna and London and at all times has eagerly embraced 
every opportunity for broadening his knowledge and promoting his 
efficiency in his chosen calling. Hs is now giving his attention to 
diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, being particularly skilled 
in this branch of practice, and he is associated with different 
hospitals. ‘He was formerly chief of the staff of St. Joseph’s hospital 
and is a past president of the board of trustees of the old Johnston 
Emergency Hospital. For many years he has been clinical pro- 
fessor of ophthalmology at Marquette University and as an educator 
imparts clearly and readily his knowledge to his students. He belongs 
to the American Medical Association and to the Wisconsin State 
and Milwaukee County Medical societies, and he has membership 
in the American Academy of Ophthalmology, Otology, Laryngology 
and Rhinology and the Milwaukee Oto Ophthalmic Society. 

Doctor Heeb married Amanda Schroeder, who was born in 
Milwaukee and is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Chris Schroeder. She 
is amember of Grace Lutheran Church, a member of the Eastern Star 
and is active in medical auxiliary societies and has served as presi- 
dent of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Milwaukee County Medical 
Society. Doctor Heeb has membership in the Congregational 
church, in which he formerly served as a trustee. He takes 
an interest in outdoor sports and while attending high school and 
college played baseball, football and basketball. He also enjoys 
bowling. He has attained the thirty-second degree of Scottish Rite 
Masonry, is a Shriner with membership in Tripoli Temple of Mil- 
waukee, is president of the Consistory class and belongs to the 
Jesters, of which he was a director, and is a member of El Hajj. 
Doctor Heeb is a member of Phi Rho Sigma medical fraternity and 
Theta Nu Epsilon, of which he served as grand president. He also 
has membership relations with the Kiwanis Club and Tripoli Country 
Club. In his business relations he is serving as president of the 
James Shoe Manufacturing Company of Milwaukee, treasurer of 
the Schroeder Hotel of Milwaukee and vice president of Schroeder 
Hotels, Inc. This last named company operates nine hotels. 

It is a matter of interest in connection with his family history 
to know that Mr. Haaf, his great-grandmother’s uncle, introduced 
grapes into New York State. He had been growing grapes near 
Heidelberg, Germany, and after coming to America started the 
first vineyard along the Hudson River in New York. 


JOSEPH HENRY MARTIN, who is vice president of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Racine and has devoted almost his entire life to 
financial affairs, was born August 21, 1879, in Union Grove, Racine 
County, Wisconsin, a son of John and Helena (Munroe) Martin. 
The father, who was born in Cornwall, England, August 11, 1849, 
came to America in 1868, when a youth of nineteen years, and settled 
in Racine County, where he took up the occupation of farming. He 
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was quite successful, owning and operating more than five hundred 
acres of land, and he was also one of the pioneers in the dairy business 
in this state. Extending his efforts into still other lines of activity, 
he became a director in the State Bank of Union Grove and was like- 
wise a director of the Yorkville-Mount Pleasant Farmers Mutual 
Association for many years. Interested in the public affairs of his 
community, he served as a member of the town board for many years 
and following his retirement from active business life he filled the 
office of village president of Union Grove for twelve years, and was 
regarded as one of the most respected and valued residents of his 
community. He died January 25, 1935, having for almost five years 
survived his wife, who was born in Yorkville, Racine County, Novem- 
ber 16, 1850, and passed away March 25, 1930. Five children were 
born to John and Helena Martin: James Munroe, Joseph Henry, 
Arthur William, Donald Urquhart and Mark Harold. 

Joseph Henry Martin pursued his early education in the schools 
of his native village, being graduated from high school with the class 
of 1899, after which he entered Lawrence College at Appleton, Wis- 
consin, where he gained his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1904. He 
afterward became a teacher in the high school at Necedah, Wisconsin, 
and later was with the State Bank of Union Grove for several years, 
thus gaining his initial experience in the banking business. After 
serving as assessor of incomes for Racine County for three years he 
obtained the position of teller in the First National Bank of Racine 
in December, 1914, and has since been connected with this institution, 
in which he has held various official positions. He was assistant 
cashier and cashier for a period of ten years and in 1929 was elected 
to the vice presidency, which office he still fills and he has also been 
a member of its board of directors for fifteen years. The First Na- 
tional had its beginning in 1853, when it was established as the 
Racine County Bank, but in 1864 the name was changed to its present 
form on receipt of charter No. 457. It is a member of the Federal 
Reserve Bank under Government supervision and it has resources 
amounting to almost $40,000,000. It has common stock to the value 
of $800,000, a surplus of equal amount, and undivided profits of 
more than $350,000, and general, United States Government and 
public deposits aggregating more than $38,000,000. It has most 
efficient and reliable officers, together with a capable board of direc- 
tors, and the excellent record that has always been maintained insures 
a liberal patronage that has made this one of the strong financial 
institutions of the state. 

The marriage of Mr. Martin and Miss Laura Sears occurred May 
22,1911. She is a daughter of Martin L. and Julia (Burhans) Sears, 
both natives of Racine County, where the father followed farming 
during the greater part of his life. He was a son of William Sears, 
one of the earliest settlers of Racine County, having come here from 
Massachusetts in 1836. Martin L. Sears died in 1906 and his wife’s 
death occurred March 27, 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Martin are the parents 
of a son and a daughter. The former, John Henry, born in Racine, 
April 15, 1913, was graduated from Beloit College with the A.B. 
degree in 1934 and from the Harvard Business School in 1989. He 
is now a member of the faculty of the Harvard Business School, on 
leave of absence serving on the War Production Board in Washington, 
D. GC. On June 28, 1941, he married Jane Taylor, of Racine, and they 
have one child, Lynne, born April 6, 1942. The daughter, Dorothy 
Jean, born August 18, 1918, is a graduate of Lawrence College, Apple- 
ton, Wisconsin, where she won her A.B. degree in 1940, after which 
she taught school for a year. She then married Stanley C. Cole, of 
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Wausau, Wisconsin, who is a naval lieutenant, junior grade, and is 
overseas with the One Hundred Eleventh Battalion of Seabees. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin hold membership in the Grange Avenue 
Methodist Church, in which she is active in the Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service, while he is president of the board of trustees. Mrs. 
Martin is also active in the American Association of University 
Women and belongs to the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
the Racine Woman’s Club and the Eastern Star. Mr. Martin is a life 
member of the Wisconsin State Historical Society, is president of 
the Racine Library board, has been a director of the Y. M. GC. A. for 
a number of years and for an extended period has served on its boys’ 
committee. He also belongs to the Masonic order, in which he has 
attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is a Shriner. 
His name is on the membership list of the Knights of Pythias lodge 
and the Kiwanis Club and his college fraternity is Delta Tau Delta. 
Politically he has long been a Republican. The family residence is at 
2526 Washington Avenue. Mr. Martin’s life activities have gained 
him place with the honored and valued residents of Racine County, 
where he has made his home for sixty-five years. 


WASHINGTON IRVING ROSENHEIMER, who since 1920 has been an 
active member of the Milwaukee bar, was born in the Ninth ward of 
this city in 1894, a son of Dr. Meyer and Emma (Nicolai) Rosen- 
heimer and a grandson of Lehman Rosenheimer, who was born in 
Dormetz, Bavaria, Germany, June 12, 1821, and there acquired his 
early education. He had reached the age of nineteen years when he 
determined to try his fortune in the new world and in 1840 sailed 
for the United States. After two years spent in New York he came 
to Wisconsin, settling in Milwaukee, where he conducted a German 
tavern where the Chicago & North Western Railroad station now 
stands. In 1845 he married Barbara Herbst, of Milwaukee, and 
about that time purchased a tract of land in Washington County, 
this state, on which he took up his abode. He brought the fields 
under a high state of cultivation and he also purchased cattle and 
engaged in the butchering business. In 1856 he built a store in 
Slinger and for many years it was known as “The New Store.” The 
first story was used for mercantile purposes, while the second story 
was made into a hall for public meetings. Many of the early gover- 
nors of the state spoke there in connection with political meetings 
and the building is still standing as one of the landmarks of that 
early period. For some years he also conducted what was known 
as the Jesse Woods Tavern, this being a stage coach stop between 
Milwaukee and Fond du Lac. His death occurred in 1878. Arriv- 
ing here in territorial days, he lived to witness many of the changes 
which brought about the development and progress of the state. 
Further delving into the history of the past shows that the great- 
grandmother of W. I. Rosenheimer was a lady in waiting in the 
German court and that his great-grandfather made shoes for the 
court. The grandfather, prompted by ambition and the spirit of 
adventure, had come to the new world and had gained a prominent 
position in business circles of Washington County, being known as 
the merchant king of that county. The large farm which he acquired 
is still in the possession of his descendants, a cousin of W. I. Rosen- 
heimer now living there, and the land which the grandfather set 
aside for cemetery purposes is still used as a family burying ground 
and is known as the Rosenheimer cemetery. The grandfather also 
planted a long row of trees leading to this burial lot and many of 
these are still standing. To Lehman and Barbara (Herbst) Rosen- 
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heimer were born eight children. The mother survived her husband 
from 1878 until 1887, and thus the county lost two of its most re- 
spected pioneer residents. 

Dr. Meyer Rosenheimer, son of Lehman and Barbara Rosenhei- 
mer, was born November 15, 1863, in what was then Schleisinger- 
ville, Wisconsin, but is now called Slinger. He attended the public 
schools of Washington County and subsequently entered Northwest- 
ern University at Watertown, Wisconsin, which was founded by the 
Evangelical Synod in 1863. Having completed his classical course 
he began preparation for a professional career by entering the medi- 
cal school of the University of Michigan, where he studied for two 
years and then went to the Bellevue Hospital Medical College in 
New York City, where he was graduated in 1884. Returning to 
Wisconsin, he began practicing in Slinger, where he remained for 
about seven years, and in 1890 he entered professional circles in Mil- 
waukee, where his ability and talent were soon recognized and a 
liberal patronage was therefore accorded him. He always closely 
observed the ethical standards of his chosen calling and through 
reading and study he kept in touch with all that modern science and 
research brought to light concerning medical practice. 

On the 4th of June, 1884, Doctor Rosenheimer married Miss 
Emma Nicolai, daughter of Theodore and Matilda Nicolai, who be- 
came residents of Milwaukee at an early period in the settlement 
of the city. Doctor and Mrs. Rosenheimer became parents of two 
sons. M. Victor Hugo graduated from the Milwaukee Medical Col- 
lege and received his M. D. degree from Marquette University in 
1908. He married Myrtle Seaman and had one son, Robert Rosen- 
heimer. Dr. Meyer V. H. Rosenheimer Jr. died in 1935. After his 
graduation he had joined his father in practice and they were thus 
associated until the father’s death on December 23, 1928. The mother 
survived for eleven years, passing away in 1939. 

After attending the public schools of Milwaukee until he was 
graduated from the North Division high school, W. I. Rosenheimer 
enrolled as a student in the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, 
and afterward received his Bachelor of Laws degree from Marquette 
University as a member of the class of 1917. Later he took a special 
course in military law at Georgetown University. He entered the 
service in the first World War, being assigned to the judge advocate 
general’s department at Washington, D. C., and he there served 
until 1920. Returning to Milwaukee at that time, he opened an office 
and has since engaged in law practice, winning for himself a cred- 
itable position at the bar. He now gives his attention largely to in- 
surance law, to automobile financing and to casualty practice of all 
sorts for many large business enterprises. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the Milwaukee County Bar Association. Fraternally he is a 
Mason, with membership in Kenwood Lodge No. 803, I. & A. M., and 
he also belongs to the North Shore Post No. 1 of the American Legion, 
to the Wisconsin Club and to the Lutheran church. 

Mr. Rosenheimer married Alma Simonsen, a native of Witten- 
berg, Shawano County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Martin Simonsen, who were very early settlers of Wisconsin. Her 
father, who had a farm near. Wittenberg, died in 1937, at the ven- 
erable age of ninety years, and his wite died at Wittenberg, Wiscon- 
sin, at the age of eighty-nine. Mrs. Rosenheimer is a graduate of 
the Milwaukee State Teachers College and taught school in Shore- 
wood, Milwaukee County, for several years. Mr. and Mrs. Rosen- 
heimer have one child, W. Irving Jr., who is now attending River- 
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side high school. Dating from the time when Wisconsin was under 
territorial rule the Rosenheimer family has been identified with the 
upbuilding and progress of Wisconsin and in each generation the 
bearers of the name have played an important part in Wisconsin’s 
development. 


GERALD BROWNE ATHEY is the resident manager of the investment 
banking house of Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane of Mil- 
waukee, with offices at 710 North Water Street. Born in Cambridge, 
Ohio, November 1, 1891, he is a son of Leslie G. and Frances (Krig- 
baum) Athey, both now deceased. They came of Irish and German 
ancestry, he being descended from one of the thirteen tribes of 
Galway. At an early period in the colonization of the new world 
the family was established in Virginia, while later representatives 
of the name removed to Ohio, in which state Leslie G. Athey was 
born and.reared, becoming a stationary engineer. He married 
Frances Krigbaum, also a native of Ohio and a daughter of Conrad 
Krigbaum, who belonged to one of the early American families of 
German lineage.’ Mr. Athey was also a direct descendant of the 
Kendall who was listed among the passengers on the Mayflower. 
The name Kendall has been carried down in the family and is now 
borne by a son of Gerald B. Athey. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. 
Leslie Athey were four children, three of whom are still living, the 
oldest, Hazel, having died at the age of three. The brother of 
Gerald Browne is Lawrence, who is now living in Circleville, Ohio, 
while the sister is Audrey, who is now Mrs. Chester Cooke, of 
Marietta, Ohio. 

Gerald B. Athey acquired his grade and high school education 
at several different places in Ohio, because his father’s business took 
him to various locations, including Marietta, Newcomerstown, Canal 
Dover and still other places, finishing his high school training at 
Doane Academy, Granville, Ohio, and graduating in 1913. He 
secured a position whereby he might support himself while he 
attended the Academy and also while attending Denison University. 
He pursued his advanced studies in Denison University, where he 
won his Bachelor of Science degree as a member of the class of 1917. 
He then started out in business circles as an employe of the Citizens 
Savings & Trust Company of Cleveland, Ohio, where he remained 
for a short time and then enlisted for service in the United States 
Army during the first World War. He joined the air service and 
became a pilot. Lieutenant Athey finished as the personnel adjutant 
of Love Field, Dallas, Texas, in charge of all help at that camp, 
receiving his discharge in 1919. 

After leaving the army Mr. Athey returned to Cleveland, where 
he became associated with Otis & Company, investment bankers, in 
the sales department. By that company he was sent to Wisconsin 
to open their Milwaukee office in 1928, and he continued with that 
house for three years, when, in 1931, he became associated with 
E. A. Pierce & Company, with which firm and its successors he has 
been continuously connected to the present time. There have been 
several changes in the partnership. For a time the business was 
earried on as Merrill, Lynch, E. A. Pierce & Cassatt. All of the 
members of the company as it now exists had headed big financial 
firms and they joined their interests to make one of the largest and 
soundest financial investment brokerage firms of the country, the 
name of Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Beane being known 
throughout financial circles everywhere in the United States. 
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Mr. Athey married Genevieve Holmes Cathcart, who was born 
in Cleveland, Ohio, a daughter of Wallace Hugh and Florence 
(Holmes) Cathcart. Her father, who died in September, 1942, was 
born in Elyria, Ohio, April 2, 1865, a son of Salmon Hart and Eliza 
(Chamberlain) Catheart. He won his Bachelor of Science degree 
at his graduation from Denison University at Granville, Ohio, in 
1890, and his L. H. D. degree was awarded him in 1926. He engaged 
in the book business at Elyria from 1881 until 1886, and was librarian 
at Denison University through the four succeeding years, while 
during the same period he was custodian of the Granville Historical 
Society. He was then secretary of the Taylor Austin Company from 
1890 until 1897 and secretary and later vice president and general 
manager of the Burrows Bros. Company, publishers of Cleveland, 
from 1897 to 1914. He served as president of the Western Reserve 
Historical Society from 1905 until 1912, and from 1913 was vice 
president and a director and trustee. At the time of his demise he 
was the oldest member of the board of Denison University. He was 
well known as the author of A Biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
and he also wrote The Association in Baptist History. At one time 
he was president of the Cleveland Baptist Missionary Society and 
was vice president of the American Booksellers and Publishers Asso- 
ciation for seven years. He had membership in the American Anti- 
quarian Society, the American Numismatic Society, the American 
Geographical Society, the American Historical Society, the American 
Philatelic Society, the Association of American Museums, the Nan- 
tucket Historical Society, the Firelands Historical Society, the 
Western Reserve Numismatic Society and Phi Gamma Delta. He 
was always a Republican in his political views. He had member- 
ship in the Baptist church and the Rotary, Mid-Day, Rowfant and 
Shaker Heights clubs. He was married August 8, 1898, to Florence 
Holmes, and their children are: Genevieve, now Mrs. Athey, and 
Evelyn Mae, the wife of Ira John Witmer. Mr. Cathcart’s second 
marriage was with Ellen Douglas Hamilton on February 11, 1918. 

Mrs. Athey was graduated from Pine Manor at Wellesley, Massa- 
chusetts, and from Denison University. While in the University 
she became a member of the Kappa Alpha Theta sorority, to which 
her oldest daughter also belongs. Mr. and Mrs. Athey have become 
parents of six children. Gerald Brown Jr., a graduate of the Shore- 
wood high school, was a senior in Denison University when he 
enlisted in the Army Air Corps and is now with the HKighth Air 
Force in England. While attending high school and the University 
he was a member of the football teams and since joining the army 
has played football. Lieutenant Wallace Cathcart Athey, also a 
graduate of the Shorewood high school, was a junior at Denison 
University when he enlisted, being now a pilot in the Air Corps. 
He married Isla Lou Carey of Harlingen, Texas. Lieutenant Howard 
Kendall Athey, the third son, attended Denison University and is 
now a command pilot, A. A. F., in foreign service. He married Mary 
M. Waters of Harrodsburg, Kentucky. Florence Holmes is a grad- 
uate of the Whitefish Bay high school and entered Denison, where 
she became a member of Kappa Alpha Theta, but she has delayed 
her education to do war work. Ann is a student of the Whitefish 
Bay high school. Francis Leslie attends the Milwaukee Country 
day school. Mr. Athey and his three eldest sons are members of 
Sigma Chi fraternity. Mr. Athey is also a member of the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and belongs to and is president of the Milwaukee Bond 
Club. He is very active in the work of the Baptist denomination, 
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to which he belongs, is chairman of the Baptist Laymen, and has 
served on the national beard of the Baptist church. 


THORWALD MARTIN BECK, senior member of the law firm of Beck, 
Heft & DuRocher of Racine, with offices in the James Block, has 
engaged in practice here for almost thirty years, having entered 
upon the work of the profession in 1915. Born in Flenstedt, Den- 
mark, on the 7th of July, 1889, he is a son of Thomas C. and Bodel 
Marie Beck, who also were natives of Denmark, where they were 
reared, educated and married, Thorwald Martin Beck being their 
eleventh and youngest child and their seventh son. In 1889 the 
parents immigrated with their family to the United States and made 
their way westward to the town of Erin, Washington County, Wis- 
consin, where the father purchased land. He cultivated this land 
for a number of years or until 1910, when he retired from active 
business and removed to Racine, where his remaining days were 
passed. He had served as an officer of the Danish army against the 
German troops under Bismarck, and died in 1924 at the advanced 
age of eighty-four years, while his wife survived him until 1927. 

Thorwald M. Beck began his education in the Erin country school, 
having been brought to America during his infancy. Later he at- 
tended Thiel College in Greenville, Pennsylvania, and afterward 
matriculated in the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated 
with the class of 1918, receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree at that 
time. He continued in the University during the next two years as a 
law student and the Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on him 
at his graduation in 1915. He then opened an office in Racine, where 
he has since practiced and has long maintained a most creditable and 
enviable position at the bar of this city. He became the junior partner 
in the firm of Storms, Foley & Beck, with which he continued until 
1920, when he was elected district attorney, serving in that position 
for four years, from 1921 until 1925. Later he headed the firm of 
Beck, Simpson, Smalley & Smith until 1927, when changes in the 
partnership led to the adoption of the firm style of Beck, Smith & Heft. 
This firm continued its existence until 1944, since which time Mr. Beck 
has been senior partner of the present firm of Beck, Heft & DuRocher. 
His practice has long been extensive and important in character, 
connecting him with much of the notable litigation heard in the 
courts of the district, and he has always been careful to conform his 
work to the highest standards of legal procedure. He is a member 
of the Racine County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association and the American Bar Association and he belongs to 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and a legal fraternity, Phi Alpha Delta. 

The life record of Mr. Beck contains a military chapter, for in 
1917 he enlisted for service in the United States Army in the first 
World War and in 1918 was commissioned a lieutenant of infantry, 
with which official rank he engaged in training troops as one of the 
instructors at Camp Pike, Arkansas. He has always been interested 
in progressive civic measures and has cooperated in many move- 
ments for the general good. He is now a member of the University 
of Wisconsin board of visitors through appointment of Governor 
Heil. In politics a stalwart supporter of Republican principles, he 
has served as chairman of the First congressional district committee 
for the party for many years and his efforts in its behalf are far- 
reaching and resultant. He is a charter member of Racine Post No. 
76 of the American Legion and he belongs to the Masonic order, in 
which he has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite 
in the consistory and has also become a member of the Shrine. He is 
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likewise affiliated with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and he belongs to the Kiwanis Club, of which he is a past president, 
the Racine Country Club and the Danish Fraternal Societies. His 
religious belief is indicated in his connection ‘with the Lutheran 
church. He resides at Hotel Racine. He finds his recreation largely 
in hunting and fishing, turning to outdoor life when his professional 
duties and responsibilities permit. 


JAMES MONROE MCLAUGHLIN, whose substantial business success 
is based upon marked initiative that has given him leadership in the 
development of the oil industry in Milwaukee and the state, is now 
the president of the Wadhams Oil Company and general manager of 
the Wadhams division of the Socony Vacuum Oil Co. His Milwaukee 
offices are located at 907 South First Street, and no name is more 
familiar to the oil trade than the one which he represents. 

Born in Chicago, Illinois, August 2, 1887, Mr. McLaughlin is a son 
of James Monroe and Teresa (Connelly) McLaughlin. ‘The father, 
who was engaged in the electrical business in Chicago and had charge 
of all electrical work in the Chicago city parks, died in 1915, while 
his wife survived until 1928, passing away in Milwaukee. 

The public school system of Chicago afforded James M. McLaugh- 
lin his educational opportunities and after his school days were over 
he filled various sales promotion positions with leading companies 
operating out of Chicago. He was afterward connected with the 
A. H. Andrews Co., for which he managed four branches on the 
Pacific coast. In 1918 he became identified with the Thomas Edison 
Company, East Orange, New Jersey, which sent him to New London, 
Wisconsin, in 1921 to manage the Wisconsin Cabinet & Panel Manu- 
facturing Company, a woodworking division of the Edison Company 
engaged in the manufacture of phonograph cabinets, theater chairs 
and various other wood products. He remained with the company 
until 1924 and then joined the O’Neil Oil & Paint Company, of which 
he was made vice president. Later he became vice president of the 
Bartles-Maguire Oil Company. The Bartles-Maguire Oil Company 
had been started in Milwaukee some time before and later became a 
division of the Bartles Oil Corporation, while subsequently the Bar- 
tles-Maguire Company was merged with the Wadhams Oil Company, 
of which Mr. McLaughlin became a director and the vice president. 
The Wadhams Oil Company has been operating in Milwaukee for a 
half century, and from time to time other companies have been 
merged with it, while in 1930 it became a division of the Socony 
Vacuum Oil Company. The Wadhams Oil Company has to its credit 
many “firsts’—in other words it has been the leader in many im- 
provements and developments that have had to do with the oil 
business. It began the sale of petroleum products in Milwaukee long 
before the automobile was a familiar sight on the streets of the city 
and the management also was first to recognize that in the increasing 
press of competition that the motorists were going to select and 
patronize the oil stations that gave superior service for crankcase, 
radiator, windshield, tires, etc. Again they were leaders in that line. 
The company has never sacrificed the quality of its products in order 
to decrease the price, but has maintained a standard of quality that 
has insured a desirable patronage from those who want the best. 
The Company also introduced the drain pit for lubrication service, 
and the seasonal change of oils, and was the first to enter the field of 
sports broadcasting. Mr. McLaughlin has always maintained the 
progressive policy since he became associated with the Wadhams Oil 
Company and has done much to further its interests since becoming 
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president. Since 1930, he has served as general manager of their 
division of the Socony Vacuum Oil Co. and the vast volume of busi- 
ness now enjoyed has largely been secured through his intelligently 
directed efforts. 

Mr. McLaughlin was at one time president of the Wisconsin 
Petroleum Association and also occupied the presidency of the Sales 
Managers Organization of Milwaukee. Public-spirited in a high 
degree, he is now serving as a trustee of the Milwaukee University 
school and has been active in connection with community fund drives. 
He was a helpful factor in raising money for the Engineers building 
of Marquette University and he was recently honored as “the man 
of the month” by the Milwaukee Advertising Club, the choice being 
based on his company’s extensive radio sponsorship of the University 
of Wisconsin’s athletic events and the Green Bay Packer games. Mr. 
McLaughlin has for several terms been president of the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club and he has membership in the Milwaukee Country Club, 
Milwaukee Club, the Oconomowoe Country Club and the Oconomowoc 
Golf Club. 

Mr. McLaughlin was married in Seattle, Washington, to Dorothy 
Louise Underhill, a native of Batavia, New York, and they became 
parents of two sons. The elder, James Monroe, who was a graduate 
of the Milwaukee University school, was attending Colgate University 
when he met death in an automobile accident, when twenty years of 
age. The second son, Lieutenant Mano McLaughlin, is a graduate of 
the Milwaukee University school and of Amherst College of Massa- 
chusetts and is now a first lieutenant of the First Marine Amphibious 
Corps. He is connected with combat intelligence service and is sta- 
tioned on Guadalcanal. 


Howarp T. OTt, president of the Wisconsin Memorial Park of 
Milwaukee, was born in 1894, in the city which is still his place of 
residence, a son of William F, Ott and Matilda (Anderson) Ott. The 
father was for many years a guard at the First National Bank of 
Milwaukee. He was born in Germany, in 1857, and when a lad of 
twelve years crossed the Atlantic and made his way to Wisconsin. 
He spent seventy-three years in Milwaukee, up to the time of his 
death, which occurred December 30, 1943. He was married here in 
Milwaukee to Matilda Anderson, who was born in Norway but in 
early life came to Milwaukee, where her death occurred in 1927. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof How- 
ard T. Ott attended school in Milwaukee and when a youth of seven- 
teen started out in the business world by securing a position as sales- 
man with the Beals Torrey Shoe Manufacturing Company. He trav- 
eled the states of Kansas and Missouri for two years. His training 
there gave him experience and confidence, as expressed in his grow- 
ing powers. He accepted a position with the U. 8. Rubber Company 
as traveling salesman and in a period of ten years was elevated to 
general manager of the Wisconsin and Michigan division. He served 
as general manager for six years and then accepted a position with 
Nash Sales Incorporated, as its vice president and general manager, 
for five years. In 1983 he accepted a position as vice president in 
charge of sales for the Wisconsin Memorial Park and, in 1940 the 
board of directors elected him to president and general manager, 
in which capacity he is serving today. 

The Wisconsin Memorial Park was established in 1929 and is 
considered one of the most beautiful burial grounds in the North- 
west. The vast acreage included within the park is beautifully land- 
scaped and each year additional trees and shrubs are planted, to- 


p Ser + or wel 
it) ral 


* 


_, 


_ isnboal WN. aff Jo Inebizeay: amid ono de saw adh 
| yole@ sdf ho oponghiesay orf) Loidinoy oaln baa aOlee 
| git ep gi Ketiniyseatany  saidawlil? to foltet 
| ““iervinly ssdvewt lh, odt Yo GASES) & Zi poivige We z 
eavith baal Wwituaiaoy dtw dutisotatog at ethan yok Bi 
gitiviad srwarteth sito) socom uae) ie Boe ads 3 ar’ ; ae a2 ee 
rnaaidé oii’ as Aasonod ito 94% as. of fish iiierteva in) elie ijrewh ee fed ty “ 
-' gated gofods oft ald giitivioylsk sol vt ihe ond vi ‘Sebanerer adit Yo > 1% MH 
¥rerevin d oad To difizjorteqe citier svmnsnm 3 {neo ae ae boasd 
| AM ,2odnrgradon'T cathngsi ot bag! xs seit ot hoi lhe: a niaonalW be | ; we) 
was WTA sift To deabicdng (ged ~ SIO) inowe aod asin ‘itidiquntoM ‘hi 
oul’? ydanad ssolitase! FE ont. oi 4h tvs lreoret Unit ork Deg na) eitottha 
rovIneOoH Of Bag chit ) Wino). sowomameu? oxi) hie Fs adsl ie. 


| vgtoro of sreborifed VW oldimee ol bettenns eau Hale: (gugcel. ah * 

wrnood ¥ sti Bsr om” ry Wy vi vitae he 10: 3 itty » A peobeaty. ‘auc 
Javiheie sean ory sOsOM, aomisl Abie ol? sco out te ah0s 
Whine prin ccd « tytloty peTE eR y; SARE oy Bik svar ses with ot 6 iW 
to 29h) Ath hij ashy jiohigjs atGormaas 030 Prine fare ok reoner 

te. Steciin: fy Bak ant) WutmloM oavtf Jannsiu: Ag ya beige okt: sya! 
heist ta. saaliod Garcimeé Yo ‘bus loutox bah lf Oost verwlinl » P 
eholdingnt a ariPiath ted ond ta hienetieodt tei & wORreaas sate ; ht 
~efe at bane dofvibee ystrouifleias Judnting Asie Loi sda wet oft” org 


janns hia i) $10 » Hane: © 


lo wrist Taine pense ott to tebe ote Tro , K dad 
to. Souk ati de gi doit ytio-3itt di bee! iticeadd) ae 
oT 390) 1 (No“ts nes) BBL) dA has “yTu). WT ecistliy A Loy tg j 
te Sati i" ffs eY SHAE oft Ja Hino gl ehvs mn Y raktth ORE e ws 1 
bg jo Bal-e wad bee vA Cat (th Witkin ion) al (todayy obk audi” 
Jedd i pa eich ol as ti bade UIA of beeen erro one 
' vid ty saat} it pur ad Gu. sotunveltt! “i dee cond Sg tan an Sage: ) 
a 4, oto Laverna Bae? | 4 oe hte Ph Doki woo baviade 5 ie Pai 
op iy hi 3G (Eerie (te vised the GY VA G erotik cng oe ? fier. 
; ASA art poringoo niws)b: toi saul Sea mace leh fig, 
| an dy fous ipideny Gam 4qohity rgb Jatt tory ehh eh oie 4 
‘ “NPE sx 1 ECR ot binky oo WE nt Rode © bob eh 
(ees nailiatyu salen. vipiaounhepn elie 9A ig Vs, 
, 7e4) ob “aay Rabuschiy intaMy oc ee 0 & 
rina “il Ping OMI Met rien Mie siren A To a9dot 
. ‘mtg iii itt. boderttj 74 ‘Hi soeiinge % Shay strys rf 7 i sve y= y 
TG MD rT a SA) Gish a7 Miaic a i920 bE “ais 
" i aia AL Me) 16. tp mG). Kot Bien copra) Mis: 4 -guitevert ois ie ote. 
Pg SX tibet anne) that Sin ih EDA 5 W StF tae asm ae, oe Beers 
 neist: tif gs Te SGao-ue apo eh xies “10 an Meise EB oh ey 
“6 9QAL eet RI foy bits pina se Mo liee: ; dD Os cs si ie A 
; il aio, ty sot Of NOLO of ibe ‘Di: ee ae, t it "ve 
pei OPEL isi Aan bast ars Wad, aenonel'? fuse 
.. Aioignbiiger” Ea 98 bea firsbineay’ ok Hise a OR pole 
~~ arabod -yubetive et if aioiaghe 
| #t- fins (Seb ni fradefidisua ese Hee ‘Isivontat la reget BE ae 
| Gite ods nt pbodody Told tat Lanse Thode ot. ite hey 
Ayton “dintiunst &¢ Aone ebb relpbtie hibwlant ompaag ge 
cnet, ae mld Dat aot lanoetthe 9 fe 


> 


f 


Gh dalle alan Gat Te 
ar aor? eae Pdi Ts: a e 
b Bsa ate we he aa ee =v ie 


PARE I TT RTE I 


2 RET ETO 


BIOGRAPHY AOL 


gether with flowers that secure a continual blooming from early 
spring until late autumn. A large lagoon adds to the beauty of the 
place and there is an air of serenity, rest and peace, that is most 
comforting to those who have laid their loved ones there. The mas- 
sive entrance is an architectural gem and the Memorial building is 
lovely in every way, from the dignified exterior to the Chapel, the 
comfortable lounge, the beautiful foyer and the mausoleum, which is 
the most thoroughly constructed in this part of the country. The 
Wisconsin Memorial Park Company provides the use of the chapel, 
the use of erypts for temporary entombment and the use of the Me- 
morial building, and the Park is dedicated: 


To loving memory, not grief 
To faith, not despair 
To serenity, not sorrow 


The Wisconsin Memorial Park is situated on West Capitol Drive and 
Mr. Ott has his offices in the Century building. 

Aside from business Mr. Howard Ott’s interests center perhaps 
in his fraternal connections: He is prominent in the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and three times he has served as exalted 
ruler of the Milwaukee lodge, while he is now chairman of the board 
of trustees of the Elks Club. He has served as great ruler of the 
mystic Order of Bagmen, which is a traveling men’s organization, 
and for two terms he has been president of the Milwaukee Sales 
Managers Club. He was senior councilor of the United Commercial 
Travelers of America and he was formerly a director of the Mil- 
waukee Advertising Club. He is a member and was formerly on 
the board of directors of the Milwaukee Rotary Club and he served 
as the first president of the church council of the Church of the 
Redeemer. He served twice as president of the Wisconsin Cemetery 
Officials: Organization and on September 26, 1944, he was elected 
national president of the Cemetery Owners Association. 

Mr. Ott married Elsie Grace Gouin, a native of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, who was reared and educated in Wisconsin and also attended 
a girls’ school in the East. Her father, Frank Gouin, is now de- 
ceased, but her mother is still living in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Ott have one daughter, Elizabeth Ann, now attending high 
school. 


4 


Dr. WILLIAM JAMES CARSON. The reputation of Dr. William J. 
Carson is not limited by the confines of Wisconsin, for he is widely 
known as an eminent surgeon through various sections of the coun- 
try. His broad knowledge, technical skill and practical methods 
have brought results that have eained him wide attention, while his 
contributions to the literature of the profession have done much to 
promoie skill in surgery among his contemporaries over a wide field. 

Doctor Carson was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, February 
23, 1892, a son of James Allingham and Martha (Boyle) Carson, 
who also were natives of the Keystone State, where they were mar- 
ried in 1877. The father devoted his attention to the occupation of 
farming and died in the year 1892, while his wife survived until 
1897. The Doctor was less than a year old at the time of his father’s 
death and was only five years of age when his mother passed away, 
after which he was reared by his mother’s sister, Miss Emma Boyle. 

In the public schools of his native city Doctor Carson acquired 
his early education and afterward pursued a pre-medical course in 
the University of Pittsburgh, after which he took the regular course 
in the Maryland Medical College as a member of the class of 19138, 
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in which year his professional degree was conferred on him. For a} 
year he served as interne in the Franklin Square Hospital of Balti-| 
more, then spent a year in the Presbyterian Hospital of Pittsburgh, | 
Pennsylvania, and eighteen months in the City and County Hospital | 
of St. Paul, Minnesota. For twenty-two months in 1917 and 1918 
he served in the Medical Corps of the United States Army, with 
the rank of first lieutenant, and was on duty overseas with the: 
Seventy- eighth Division of the American Expeditionary Forces, re- 
ceiving his discharge after the close of hostilities. ) 

In 1919 and 1920 Doctor Carson served as an instructor of 
pathology in the University of Maryland, was an associate in 1920-21) 
and from 1921 until 1926 was associate professor of pathology in 
the same institution and during the same period also served as in- 
structor in surgery. In 1926 he came to Wisconsin, arriving in 
Milwaukee on the 1st of July, after which he accepted the position 
of ‘instructor in surgery in the medical department of Marquette 
University and also entered upon the private practice of surgery, 
in which he has continued throughout the intervening years and 
has occupied the same office throughout the entire period. He has 
served as surgeon at St. Luke’s Hospital, St. Joseph’s Hospital, John- 
ston Emergency Hospital, Milwaukee County Dispensary, and as 
consultant for the A. O. Smith Corporation. 

Doctor Carson’s postgraduate training was in pathology at the 
University of Pennsylvania and at Yale University he did advanced 
work in bacteriology in the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research. 
He is a diplomate of the American Board of Surgery, a fellow of: 
American Medical Association, American College of Surgeons, Ameri- 
can Association for the Advancement of Science, American Urological 
Association, Western Surgical Association, American Association 
of Traumatic Surgery, Association of Military Surgeons, International 
College of Surgeons, of which he was regent for Wisconsin from 
1940 to 1945, Wisconsin Academy of Surgeons, of which he was 
president in 1938, American Association for the History of Medicine, 
American Medical Editors and Authors Association, History of 
Science Society and the American Interprofessional Institute, of 
which he was made president in 1948. He has also been preceptor 
of surgery at the University of Wisconsin. He is also a member 
of the board of editors of the Journal of the International College 
of Surgery and is the author of ninety-five papers, all on surgery or 
surgical pathology. 

In religious faith the Doctor is a Presbyterian. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Masonic order as a Knight Templar and Con- 
sistory Mason, and with Alpha Kappa Kappa. He belongs to the 
University Club of Milwaukee and to the Walrus Club. 

On the 4th of May, 1915, Doctor Carson married Elizabeth Gun- 
ning, who was born and reared in Baltimore, Maryland, where they 
were married. She is a daughter of William and Margaret (Price) 
Gunning, both of whom have passed away. Her father was a grad- 
uate of Edinburgh University of Scotland and became a prominent 
engineer. 


MILTON J. KNOBLOCK. who through the steps of an orderly pro- 
gression has reached an enviable position as a member of the Racine 
bar, is also associated with business interests which feature largely 
in the development and progress of the city and has been a strong 
factor in the civie and philanthropic activities here. Born in Indiana- 
polis, Indiana, November 2, 1883, he is a son of Charles and Ida 
(Oetking) Knoblock. The father was born in Ohio and when a 
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small boy accompanied his parents on their removal from the Buck- 
eye State to Bremen, Indiana, where he was reared and educated. He 
was a traveling salesman, handling agricultural implements for many 
years, and in 1888 he came to Racine, where he became associated 
with the Racine Malleable Iron Company, holding the offices of vice 
president and sales manager for a number of years. Eventually he 
sold his interest in the business and for an extended period there- 
after was connected with the J. I. Case Company. Subsequently he 
organized the Citizens Telephone Company of Racine, selling the 
stock and promoting the enterprise, and later he purchased and 
operated the West Side Laundry Company for three years. On the 
expiration of that period he returned to the Case Plow Works, with 
which he continued until his death, which occurred in San Antonio, 
Texas, in June, 1904, he having gone south for the benefit of his 
health. His wife, who was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, died in 
her native city in September, 1934, having survived her husband 
for about a third of a century. 

Milton J. Knoblock was educated in Racine until graduated from 
high school as a member of the class of 1902, after which he spent 
two years as a student in the University of Wisconsin. He then be- 
came advertising manager for the Racine News, a daily paper, in 
1904, and while thus engaged studied stenographic reporting. After 
two and a half years’ connection with the newspaper he was ap- 
pointed official reporter for the Municipal Court of Racine and dur- 
ing the five years in which he occupied that position he devoted his 
leisure hours to the study of law and was admitted to practice in 
the Wisconsin courts in 1910. For five years he followed his profes- 
sion in connection with Martin J. Gillen, after which he practiced 
independently until 1934, when Harold A. Konnak became his associ- 
ate and was admitted to a partnership in 1935, under the firm style 
of Knoblock & Konnak, which still exists. From the beginning Mr. 
Knoblock has enjoyed a growing practice that now connects him 
with much of the important legal work of this district, and in pro- 
fessional circles he is recognized as an untiring worker who in the 
preparation of his cases anticipates not only the expected but also 
the unexpected, which happens quite as frequently in the courts as 
in other walks of life. 

Other important business connections and interests claim the 
attention and efforts of Mr. Knoblock, who is the secretary-treasurer 
and the manager of the Wisconsin Agriculturist and Farmer, which 
has been published in Racine for ninety-five years and has a circula- 
tion of 188,000, being one of the leading farm journals of the United 
States. From 1914 until 1940 Mr. Knoblock served as referee in bank- 
ruptcy and he is a director of the Zahn Drygoods Company, owning 
a large department store in Racine. For a number of years he was 
a director and the legal counsel for the Manufacturers National Bank 


‘and is now counsel for the trust department of the First National 


Bank. In his law practice he has directed his efforts largely to cor- 
poration and probate law. He is a member of the Racine County, 
Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations. 

On the 28th of January, 1920, Mr. Knoblock married Verna Eliza- 
beth Gillen, a daughter of Edward and Elizabeth (Killoran) Gillen. 
Her mother was born at Whitewater, Wisconsin, while her parents 
were traveling by team and wagon from the East to Sturgeon Bay, 
where they took up their residence. The father of Mrs. Knoblock 
was born in Mentor, Ohio, and when a small boy came with his 
parents to Racine, about 1850. He became a marine contractor and 
built many of the bridges and breakwaters along Lake Michigan. 
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He also served as a soldier of the Civil War and was captured and 
incarcerated for a time in Libby Prison at Richmond, Virginia. He 
was a notable character of Racine for many years and here died in 
1920, at the age of seventy-seven years. 

Aside from his professional, business and home interests Mr. 
Knoblock has taken active part in fraternal, club and civic affairs. 
He is a Mason with membership in the lodge, chapter, council and 
commandery, and he belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. For more than twenty 
years he has been active in the local Rotary Club, of which he is a 
past president, and he is also a past president of the Racine County 
Bar Association. He belongs to the University Club of Milwaukee, 
the Milwaukee Press Club, the Somerset Club of Racine and the 
Racine Country Club and he is president of the Racine Community 
War Chest. His principal activities, however, have been in support 
of community and social welfare and for two years, 1932 and 1933, 
he directed the entire relief program in Racine, which included the 
expenditure of $1,250,000 annually. For many years he has also 
worked indefatigably in connection with the Racine chapter of the 
American Red Cross and has been its vice chairman for the past 
three years. He is likewise a member of the advisory council of the 
Wisconsin branch of the National War Fund. His political endorse- 
ment is given the Republican party and his religious faith is indicated 
in his membership in the Presbyterian church. Mrs. Knoblock belongs 
to St. Rose’s Catholic Church and she is active in the Racine Woman’s 
Club, and fer many years has been an earnest worker in the Red 
Cross and is county chairman of the committee for volunteer Red 
Cross aids, this requiring much of her time. Mr. and Mrs. Knoblock 
make their home at 306 De Koven Avenue, Racine, and he finds his 
recreation in golf. 


EDWARD GILLEN, who died at his home in: Racine, September 3, 
1920, at the age of seventy-seven years, was one of the oldest and 
best known citizens and marine contractors in southern Wisconsin. 
He had made his home in Racine for more than sixty years and his 
name was a familiar one throughout the country in connection with 
bridge, breakwater and dock construction, while at the time of his 
demise he was undoubtedly the oldest active marine contractor in 
the United States. To the call of opportunity he ever made immediate 
response, and he was recognized as one whose mechanical and scien- 
tific skill and knowledge in his particular field could scarcely be sur- 
passed. 

Mr. Gillen was born in Mentor, Ohio, February 22, 1843, a son 
of Hugh and Sarah A. (McCullum) Gillen. When eighteen years of 
age he came to Racine and attended the public schools until, at the 
age of nineteen, he enlisted for service in the United States Army 
in connection with the Civil War. He was assigned to Company F, 
Twenty-second Wisconsin Infantry and was in active service from 
the beginning of hostilities until the battle of Stone Harbor, when 
he was taken prisoner by the Confederate forces and confined in Libby 
prison. He was then a non-commissioned officer. On the 6th of May, 
1863, he was exchanged and rejoined his regiment, after which he 
participated in the celebrated march from Atlanta to the sea under 
General Sherman. He was mustered out of service in Washington, 
D. C., receiving his discharge on the 12th of June, 1865, having been 
on active duty throughout almost the entire period of hostilities be- 
tween the states, 
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Mr. Gillen learned shipbuilding in Holland, Michigan, and after 
his return from the war he engaged in a contracting business with 
the late Frederick M. Knapp. During his active business career of 
more than a half century Mr. Gillen built many of the most important 
harbors, breakwaters and lighthouses along the Great Lakes, having 
secured and executed over seventy contracts for the United States 
Government, in addition to a large number of private contracts. At 
the time of his death he was the president of the Edward Gillen 
Dock, Dredge & Construction Company and was engaged in drainage 
work along the Illinois River in southern Illinois. He was a recog- 
nized authority on marine contracting problems and particularly the 
rubble mound breakwater, which was and is widely used and is con- 
sidered-the best and most substantial type of breakwater. He found 
ready and correct solution for difficult conditions in relation to his 
work and his opinions and advice were often sought by those active 
along similar lines of work. 

Mr. Gillen married Elizabeth Killoran, and they were the parents 
of six sons and four daughters, namely, Martin J., Edward E., Harry 
E., Ira E., Frank P., George W., Mrs. Kenneth E. Higby, Mrs. George 
D. Bailey, Mrs. C. B. Tremain and Mrs. Milton J. Knoblock of Racine. 
Although nearly a quarter of a century has passed since Mr. Gillen 
was called from this life he is yet remembered by many of the older 
residents of Racine as a citizen of sterling worth and a business man 
who always displayed the most sulstantial and reliable qualities, 
meriting the confidence and trust which were always reposed in him 
by those with whom he was associated. 


Dr. LEMUEL DAVID SMITH, orthopaedic surgeon of Milwaukee, 
where he has practiced since 1925, was born in Pittsford in the Gene- 
see Valley of New York, February 19, 1883, a son of Stephen M. 
and Addie (Du Rell) Smith. The father was a contractor and 
builder. Both he and his wife are now deceased. 

Doctor Smith, after moving to Spokane, Washington, attended 
grammer and high school there. He pursued his classical course in 
Swarthmore College of Pennsylvania and then entered the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology at Boston. At Marquette University 
in Milwaukee he gained the Bachelor of Literature degree in 1918. 
the Bachelor of Science degree in medicine in 1921 as well as his 
professional degree. He began the active practice of his profession 
in Milwaukee in 1925. Doctor Smith has taken postgraduate work 
in the New York Lying-In Hospital, New York Post Graduate Hos- 
pital, the Massachusetts General Hospital, the Boston Children’s 
Hospital, the Massachusetts State Hospital at Canton and Harvard 
Medical School. He embraces every opportunity to broaden his pro- 
fessional knowledge and thereby increase his efficiency. He has 
remained a student of the science of medicine and surgery and has 
steadily climbed to the heights of prominence and success. He is 
regarded as one of the outstanding orthopaedists of Milwaukee and 
the state. Aside from his private practice Doctor Smith is teaching 
orthopaedic surgery and anatomy in the Marquette School of Medi- 
cine, a position he has held for fifteen years. He is also a member 
of the staff at Miseracordia Hospital, the Milwaukee County General 
Hospital, the Milwaukee County Dispensary, the Milwaukee Chil- 
dren’s Hospital, St. Luke’s, St. Joseph and St. Michael hospitals. 

Doctor Smith has membership in the Milwaukee County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society, the American Medical 
Association, the Clinical Orthopaedic Society, the American Academy 
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of Orthopaedic Surgery, the American Academy of Orthopaedic Sur- 

geons, the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, the Milwaukee Society | 
of Clinical Surgeons, Wisconsin Society of Orthopaedic Surgeons | 
and he is a diplomate of the American Board of Orthopaedic Sur- ! 
geons. He is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons and the |} 
International College of Surgeons and he belongs to the Association 
of Military Surgeons of the United States. | 

The Doctor is president of the Alumni Association of the Mas- | 
sachusetts Institute of Technology. He is a lieutenant colonel of | 
the Medical Corps of the Wisconsin National Guard. During the | 
first World War he was with the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
at Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and became a lieutenant colonel of the | 
One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Medical Regiment, U. S. A., C. B. M., . 
U. S. Coast Guard R. (T.) His membership relations also extend | 
to the Kiwanis Club and the Wisconsin Club, to four fraternities— 
Alpha Kappa Kappa, Theta Nu Epsilon, Alpha Sigma Tau and Zeta _ 
Kappa Gamma—the Milwaukee and South Shore Yacht Clubs and | 
to the Masonic order, his connection being with Lafayette Lodge, | 
IF. & A. M., Milwaukee Chapter, R. A. M., and Kenwood Council, | 
Wisconsin Consistory, Ivanhoe Commandery. He is very much inter- 
ested in flying and owns and pilots a plane and is owner and skipper 
of the yacht Polaris. 

All this would seem to make Doctor Smith’s life an intensely 
busy one and yet he has managed to arrange for many a quiet 
hour in which he has given his attention to writing upon professional 
themes. His authorship includes A Knee Straightening Device, Hip 
Flexion Deformity and Extension Frame for Its Correction; Tuber- 
culosis of the Hip in Children; Crushed Fracture of the Spine; 
Immediate Treatment and Manipulation, With Report of Cases; 
Accessory Patella; the Double Figure of the Hight Bandage for the 
Klbow; and Patella Bipartite, his writings being at all times con- 
sidered a valuable addition to what has been written on orthopaedic 
subjects. 

Doctor Smith married Nellie Hodgson in September, 1913, and 
they have one son, Du Rell Smith, who attended Kenyon and Swarth- 
more colleges and also studied in France, Italy and Germany. He 
is now serving with the rank of lieutenant in the regular United 
States Army. 
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COLONEL PHILLIP C. WESTFAHL was for almost three decades 
associated with the business interests of Milwaukee as a file manu- 
facturer and he has made an equally creditable record in military 
life, while as a public officer his course has reflected credit upon 
those who have placed him in office. He is now serving Milwaukee 
County as her register of deeds. 

Colonel Westfahl was born December 21, 1875, in a house that 
is still occupied by members of the family and which stands on the 
rear of what was then 1215 Cold Spring Avenue, but is now McKin- 
ley Avenue. Ilis parents were Frederick C. and Catherine (Freitag) 
Westfahl. The father, who was born in Mecklenburg, Germany, in 
1851, was but three years of age when brought to the United States 
by his foster parents, who also bore the name of Westfahl. It was 
in the early 1860s when they made the voyage across the Atlantic 
and at once proceeded westward to Milwaukee, where the boy was 
reared and attended school. After reaching adult age he took up 
the business of manufacturing files, having the first enterprise of 
the kind in this section of the country. He conducted the business 
under the name of the Westfahl File Company and continued in that 
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line of activity until August, 1912, when he passed from this life 
at the age of sixty-one years.. He was a loyal member of the Evan- 
gelical church and was widely recognized as a man of sterling char- 
acter. His wife, Catherine (Freitag) Westfahl, was born in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, March 24, 1854, a daughter of John and Cath- 
erine Freitag, both of whom were of German descent. John Freitag 
brought his family to Milwaukee and here engaged in the business of 
boring wells. His daughter, Mrs. Westfahl, was then but a year 
old and for eighty-two years she resided in this city, enjoying the 
esteem of all who knew her. She lived to witness the great changes 
that here occurred as Milwaukee emerged from villagehood and took 
on all the aspects of a great and thriving metropolis. Mrs. West- 
fahl belonged to the Friedens Evangelical Church and it was there 
that the last rites were held for her ere she was laid to rest in 
Union cemetery. She had reared a family of four sons, all of whom 
became prominent in public life, and four daughters. These are: 
Phillip C.; Fred C., who was formerly referee in bankruptcy here; 
Bernard H., clerk of the United States District Court of Milwaukee ; 
Charles F., who is serving as a member of the State Legislature ; 
Sophie; Mrs. Mathilda Mai; Mrs. Elsie Bode; and Mrs. Adele Sand- 
ner. At the time of her death in November, 1942, Mrs. Westfahl had 
reached the age of eighty-eight years. 

Colonel Westfahl is indebted to the public school system ot Mil- 
waukee for the educational training that prepared him for lfe’s 
responsible duties, and at the age of seventeen he started out in the 
business world by entering his father’s employ in the file factory, 
where he mastered every detail of the work from the receipt of the 
raw product until the finished files were put on the market. He was 
closely associated with the business for twenty-nine years or until 
1921, and during the last ten years of that period was president of 
the corporation, which had the only plant of the kind in the North- 
west. He was a most reliable and enterprising manufacturer and 
it was his excellent qualities as a business man that recommended 
him for office. 

It was in 1922 that he was elected sheriff of Milwaukee County, 
serving until December 31, 1924, when he became register of deeds. 
He was reelected in 1930 and the stanch support that has since been 
given him has retained him in this position, the duties of which he 
discharges with marked capability and fidelity. He has always voted 
with the Republican party and upon its ticket has been chosen for 
the public service that has now claimed his attention for more than 
twenty years. 

The military record in the life history of Colonel Westfahl is a 
most interesting one. Ever valiant and loyal, he served on the Mex- 
ican border with the First Wisconsin Artillery, holding the rank of 
captain. He graduated at the Fort Riley School and the school at 
Fort Sill, Oklahoma, in 1912. After the United States entered the 
first World War he enlisted and was commissioned colonel of the 
One Hundred and Twenty-first United States Field Artillery. He 
went overseas and participated in the Argonne offensive with the 
Thirty-second Division. For a quarter of a century he was « mem- 
ber of the National Guard and was discharged from the service 
July 10, 1919, with the rank of colonel. One of his cherished posses- 
sions is a photograph in which he appears with General Pershing 
and another general of the first World War. While he has given 
up active military service he is still rendering valuable aid to his 
country in connection with recruiting of troops, and he has received 
letters of appreciation from officials in Washington, D. C., for his 
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assistance in the army air force recruiting program. He exhibits 
moving pictures which he has collected to help him in this work 
and he was awarded the Victory medal, conferred by the United 
States Navy for the aid he has rendered in recruiting. 

On the 10th of August, 1894, in Milwaukee, Colonel Westfahl 
married Elizabeth Bahr, who was born and reared in Milwaukee and 
was a daughter of Hugo Bahr, a member of one of the old families 
of this city of German lineage. Four children were born of this 
marriage: Florence, who is now the wife of Mdwin Blech, of Milwau- 
kee, and the mother of three children, Ervin, Loraine and Eunice; 
Harold, a prominent contractor of Milwaukee who has recently com- 
pleted a large building contract at Camp McCoy; Elvira, now Mrs. 
Keith Marshall; and Viola, the wife of Erwin J. Rose. Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Westfahl passed away in 1939 and the colonel has since mar- 
ried Mrs. Anna Dies Murtens. 

Colonel Westfahl has membership in various fraternal and _ so- 
cial orders. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal Order of Moose, the Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles, the American Legion, the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars, the Army and Navy Union and the Military Order of 
Foreign Wars and back of all this is his firm belief in the teachings 
of the Evangelical Lutheran church. He is a man who in every 
relation of life has measured up to high standards and his record 
is that of a man whom to know is to esteem and honor, so that Mil- 
waukee is proud to number him among her native sons. 


RITTER FUNERAL HOME of Milwaukee, located at 5310 West North 
Avenue, has been conducted by three generations of the family and 
is now being carried on by three brothers, Walter, Arnold F. and 
Frank C. Ritter, who are worthy successors of their father and 
grandfather. Christian Ritter, founder of the business, was born 
in Ehrfurt, Germany, in 1846, and was there reared and educated, 
learning the cabinetmaker’s trade in his native land. In 1868 he bade 
adieu to his boyhood’s home and friends and came to the United 
States, arriving in Milwaukee when a young man of twenty-two 
years. He worked at cabinetmaking until 1871, when, with his 
brother Louis, he engaged in the furniture business at West Water 
and Third streets, their establishment being known as the L. & C. 
Ritter Furniture Store. Later they built a factory at 270 Fifth 
Street and engaged in the manufacture as well as the sale of furni- 
ture, and they had only been engaged in business a short time when, 
in 1871, they added an undertaking department. In 1893 the part- 
nership between the two brothers was dissolved, Louis Ritter con- 
tinuing the furniture business while Christian took over the under- 
taking establishment and admitted his son Fred Ritter to a partner- 
ship, the business being continued under the old name of C. Ritter 
& Son. In 1916 they built a modern funeral home, containing a 
commodious chapel, at 1807 State Street, this being the first chapel 
in any funeral home in Milwaukee. Christian Ritter died February 
8, 1917, at the age of seventy-one years, while his wife passed away 
January 5, 1916, at the age of eighty-six years. 

Fred Ritter, who had joined his father in 18938, continued to 
conduct the funeral home, assisted by his oldest son, Walter, and 
a spirit of enterprise and progress was manifest in all they did. 
In 1982 the first unit of the present spacious establishment was built 
at 5310 West North Street. It was in the following year when Fred 
Ritter departed this life, being then sixty-two years of age. He was 
born in Milwaukee March 28, 1871, was reared and educated in this 
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city and died here July 7, 19383. His wife, whom he married June 19, 
1895, was in her maidenhood Alma Austermann, a daughter of Fred 
and Helena (Colman) Austermann, both of whom were natives of 
Germany and became early residents of Milwaukee. Unto Fred and 
Alma (Austermann) Ritter were born four children, three sons and 
a daughter, and with the death of the father the eldest son, already 
active in the business, was joined by his two younger brothers, Frank 
C. and Arnold F., who have since continued in the business. In 1940 
they made an addition to the home, which was thus greatly enlarged 
and now occupies one full block on North Avenue, between N. Fifty- 
third and N. Fifty-fourth streets. It is one of the best equipped 
and commodious funeral homes of the city, furnished with taste and 
dignity, and contains three chapels and two pipe organs. The broth- 
ers thoroughly understand the needs and requirements of a modern 
funeral home and everything necessary is here found, in keeping 
with present day demands. 

Walter Ritter, the eldest brother, born in Milwaukee on August 
21, 1896, has now been associated with the business for thirty years. 
In 1918 he married Gertrude Gaenslen, and they have one son, 
Robert Charles, who was born in 1920 and is a graduate of the medi- 
cal school of the University of Minnesota. He is now a member 
of the United States Navy, holding the rating of pharmacist 
mate, 1/c. 

Frank C. and Arnold F. Ritter are twins, born in 1910. Both 
are graduates of the West Division high school and while in school 
they devoted their leisure time to assisting their father and brother 
in the conduct of the business in which they have been associated 
as partners since the father’s death in 1933. They, too, have mem- 
bership in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin State and the National Funeral 
Directors associations and in 1943 Frank C. was serving as president 
of the state organization. Their father was regarded not only as 
a reliable and progressive business man but also as a most public- 
spirited citizen and he was a loyal member of many organizations 
and lodges. He belonged to McKinley Lodge No. 307, F. & A. M., 
and all three of his sons hold membership in the same lodge, of which 
Walter Ritter is a past master. The three brothers are likewise 
members of the Order of the Eastern Star and. Arnold is a past 
patron of Nettie V. Kenny Chapter No. 268, O. E. 8S. The brothers 
are also members of the other Masonic bodies, namely, the chapter, 


-council, commandery, consistory and Tripoli Shrine. Walter is a 


member of the Fraternal Order of Eagles and of the Wisconsin Club, 
while both he and Arnold are members of the Milwaukee Athletic 
Club and all three brothers have membership in the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks. Arnold Ritter is likewise a member of 
the Washington Park Presbyterian Church. 

Frank C. Ritter married Cecille Kluchesky, and they have two 
children, Judith Elaine and Karen Ruth. Arnold F. Ritter married 
Jessie Mae Rockmann. Their sister, Viola Ritter, is the wife of 
Anthony Taege, of Milwaukee. The family is prominent in business 
circles of the city in which four generations of the Ritter name 
have lived. 


GWYNETTE E. SMALLEY. For almost a half century the name of 
Smalley has been associated with the history of the bench and bar 
of Wisconsin, and its present representative in Racine is Gwynette 
E. Smalley, who opened an office here in February, 1922. The passing 
years have chronicled his growing success, and public commendation 
has been his because of his fidelity to high professional standards. 
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Born in Cuba City, Grant County, Wisconsin, March 18, 1898, 
he is a son of Judge Sherman E. and Polly (Rogers) Smalley, the 
former a native of Marengo, Illinois, while the mother was born in 
England. Sherman E. Smalley was brought to Wisconsin by his 
parents during his childhood days and has since remained a resident 
of this state. He became manager of a lumber yard in Cuba City, 
remaining in charge for several years, and at the same time he 
studied law, being admitted to the bar about 1896, after which he 
opened an office and continued in practice in Cuba City until 1921, 
when he was elected judge of the Fifth Circuit Court, and remained 
on the bench for about twenty-two years, or until January 1, 1948, 
when he retired. His entire record is one that reflects credit and 
honor upon the judicial history of the state by reason of his fairness 
and impartiality and that when circumstances merited he tempered 
justice with mercy, making appeal to the better elements of the one 
on trial. He was also numbered among the lawmakers of Wisconsin, 
having served as a member of the State Legislature from 1901 to 1903 
and he is a member of the Grant County Bar Association, the Wis- 
consin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. He 
is now living retired from professional cares and still makes his 
home in Cuba City, at the age of seventy-eight years, but his wife 
passed from this life in December, 1940, at the age of seventy-seven. 

Pursuing his education in the public schools of Cuba City, 
Gwynette E. Smalley completed the work of successive grades until 
he was graduated from high school with the class of 1914. He after- 
ward attended the University of Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of 
Arts degree was conferred on him in 1918. In February of that 
year he joined the United States Army and went overseas, remaining 
for fifteen months, and in 1919 he attended Trinity College in Dublin, 
Ireland, where he studied law and attended lectures on legal subjects 
until July, 1919. He received his discharge from the army in August, 
1919, after having served as a sergeant through the time of his 
enlistment. 

With his return to his native land Mr. Smalley again entered 
the University of Wisconsin and won his Bachelor of Laws degree 
with the class of February, 1922. He then began practice with 
Thorwald M. Beck, who was district attorney, and Mr. Smalley was 
made assistant district attorney, thus serving for three years, when 
the firm of Beck, Simpson & Smalley was formed. This later became 
Beck, Smalley & Smith and in that connection he practiced until 1927, 
since which time he has followed his profession independently of 
partnership relations. He has been associated with much important 
litigation as the years have passed, including the Mabel Horlick 
Sidley will contest, which received considerable publicity throughout 
the country. He is logical in his deductions, strong in argument and 
clear in his reasoning, and his ability is attested by the many favorable 
verdicts he has won and the large clientage now accorded him. He has 
served as Circnit Court commissioner since 1929, first through ap- 
pointment of Judge Belden and later by Judge Drury. He belongs 
to the Racine County Bar Association, of which he has been president, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Associa- 
tion, and of the State Society he has been a member of the board 
of governors. 

Mr. Smalley is likewise a member of Racine Post No. 76 of the 
American Legion and was active with the national professional foot- 
ball team of the Legion when he first came to Racine. He has mem- 
bership in the Masonic fraternity, the Knights of Pythias and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and is a member of the 
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board of trustees of the Elks Lodge, having thus served for a number 
of years. With the Racine Country Club he has long been associated 
and for an extended period has served on its board. He makes his 
home at the Elks Club. Religiously he is connected with the Methodist 
church and politically he is identified with the Republican party, 
which he has supported since he attained his majority. He finds his 
recreation in various sports. He is well known in the social and 
fraternal as well as in the professional circles of Racine, and his 
sterling qualities of manhood and citizenship have made him a person 


whom to know is to esteem and honor. 


Jupce ADELBERT J. HEDDING. The life record of Judge Adelbert 
J. Hedding covers broad experience as a lawyer, a lawmaker and 
now as a member of the judiciary, for he is presiding over branch 
No. 1 of the Civil Court of Milwaukee County, having been called to 
the bench in 1915. Few have longer remained at the head of one 
court than he and his is an honored name on the judicial roster of 
Wisconsin, for he has held to the highest ideals of service in meting 
out justice according to the laws of state and nation. 

His life story has its beginning in Port Washington, Ozaukee 
County, Wisconsin, May 29, 1883. His parents, Adelbert and Anna 
(Mamer) Hedding, were also natives of Port Washington, the fa- 
ther born in 1861, a son of James Hedding, who was born in New 
York. He was one of the early members of the Wisconsin bar and 
at the time of the Civil War he stood faithfully for the defense of 
the Union as a member of the famous lron Brigade, composed of 
Wisconsin troops. He died in 1896 and his son, Adelbert Hedding, 
who had learned and followed veterinary surgery as a life work, 
survived only until 1897, passing away at the age of thirty-six years. 
His wife, Mrs. Anna Hedding, was a daughter of Nicholas Mamer, 
who was born in Luxembourg, there learned the carpenter’s trade 
and came to Wisconsin in 1845. Mrs. Hedding passed away in 1916. 
To Adelbert and Anna Hedding were born a son and two daughters, 
the sisters of the judge being Olive K., now living in Milwaukee, 
and Rosamond, who is now Mrs. William H. Tietjen of Milwaukee. 

Having attended the Port Washington public schools until grad- 
uated from high school as a member of the class of 1902, Judge 
Hedding then enrolled as a law student in the University of Wiscon- 
sin, where he completed his course and was awarded his Bachelor 
of Laws degree in 1906. While a university student he was an active 
participant in athletics and debating, the latter indicating his nat- 
ural talent for public expression, his opinions being clearly and 
forcefully spoken. 

Coming to Milwaukee, Judge Hedding here opened his law office 
and he also worked in those early days on various newspapers and 
became a member of the Milwaukee Press Club, with which he is 
still identified. He also became interested in politics and became 
an active worker in the Democratic party, acting as secretary of 
the platform committee of the Democratic party in 1912. In the 
same year he was the party’s nominee from his district to the State 
Legislature and his election in 1912 was followed by reelection in 
1914, so that for four years he was a member of the law-making 
body of that state. When he had practiced law for nine years he 
was appointed judge of the Civil Court of Milwaukee County by 
Governor Philipp and took his place on the bench in 1915. Here 
he has since remained, covering a period of twenty-eight years, in 
which his has been an unblemished record, his course receiving the 
high commendation and endorsement of his fellow representatives 
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of Wisconsin’s judiciary, of the members of the bar and of the gen- 

eral public. While a member of the 1913 Legislature he prepared 

a bill to regulate boxing in this state. This bill became a law and 

has since been copied by twenty-seven states of this country. It was 

ee first law regulating boxing by a commission passed in the United 
tates. 

Judge Hedding is a member of the Catholic church and belongs 
to the Knights of Columbus and the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks. He has always been interested in athletics, baseball and 
outdoor sports since he won his ‘“W” in baseball while attending the 
State University. 

Judge Hedding married Anna Thill, a native of Port Washington, 
Wisconsin, and a daughter of John B. and Anna Thill. The family 
circle now includes a son and daughter, James Adelbert and Jane A. 
The former, who was graduated from Marquette University in 1937, 
was attending the Law School of Columbia University until he 
entered the army and is now serving in the quartermasters corps. 
The daughter is a graduate of Mount Mary College and is now en- 
gaged in secretarial work. 


RALPH C. FEERICK, who is at the head of the Feerick Funeral 
Service of Milwaukee, being president of a business long established 
and successfully conducted, was born in this city August 21, 1896, 
and is a representative of one of the oldest of the pioneer families 
of Wisconsin. His great-grandfather, Michael Feerick, a native of 
Ireland, came when this state was still under territorial rule and 
with his wife, whose maiden name was Margaret Feeney, settled in 
what is now Hartford, Washington County, Wisconsin, since which 
time members of the family have contributed to the substantial 
development of this commonwealth. 

Michael Feerick, son of Michael and Margaret (Feeney) Feerick, 
was born in County Mayo, Ireland, in 1825 and was quite young 
when the family arrived in Wisconsin, where he was reared amid 
the hardships and privations of pioneer life. In 1847 he migrated 
to Canada and the following year returned to this state, taking up 
his residence in Wauwatosa. In 1852 he married Catherine Zimmer- 
man, daughter of Philip Zimmerman, who was born in Germany and 
came to Milwaukee County before the admission of Wisconsin into 
the Union. In 1867 Michael Feerick, grandfather of Ralph Feerick, 
purchased a farm of one hundred and fifty acres on the Lisbon road 
from Mr. Monroe, the earliest pioneer of that district, who had built 
the stone house which is still occupied. The land has since been 
platted and is the site of many beautiful residences. In his business 
affairs he had prospered because of his sound judgment and thorough 
reliability in all transactions, and with the passing years he acquired 
considerable property, including, in addition to his farm, real estate 
in Hartford and in Milwaukee. He realized the value of education 
and as he prospered he provided his family, consisting of five sons 
and five daughters, of whom only Herbert is now living, with the 
opportunity of having liberal school training. He died May 1, 1907, 
at the age of eighty-one years, while his wife passed away in 1891, 
when fifty-eight years of age. 

One of the sons of this family was William C. Feerick, who was 
born in the town of Wauwatosa, March 29, 1865, and spent his entire 
life in Milwaukee County. After attending the public schools he 
studied for a time in Mayer’s Business College, after which he devoted 
his attention to farm work on the old homestead until he attained 
his majority, when he came to Milwaukee and established an under- 
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taking and livery business, which steadily increased with the passing 
years. He made his start in 1886 and to the time of his death 
remained at his original location, purchasing the property in 1900. 
In connection with his undertaking he owned a hearse, horses and 
a carriage and complete funeral equipment, and his success was 
the direct result of his perseverance, energy and trustworthiness. He 
belonged to the Wisconsin Funeral Directors and Embalmers Associa- 
tion and the National Liverymens Association. He had membership 
in St. Michael’s Catholic Church and politically he maintained an 
independent course, voting according to the dictates of his judgment 
and not according to party ties. In 1894 William C. Feerick married 
Miss Henrietta Schmitt, a daughter of Peter and Wilhelmina (Ben- 
stein) Schmitt. He died March 14, 1937, at the age of seventy-two 
years. 

Ralph C. Feerick, the only child born to William and Henrietta 
(Schmitt) Feerick, pursued his education in his native city and is 
a graduate of the Milwaukee University School. In his youth he 
became the assistant of his father in the undertaking business and 
has since been active along this line, being now president of the 
Feerick Funeral Service, in connection with which he maintains two 
places of business, one at 2025 East Capitol Drive and the other 
at 4620 West North Avenue. He belongs to the National Selected 
Morticians, an organization that maintains the highest standards 
in its particular field. His establishments are completely modern 
and sanitary in every respect and he has a large selection of caskets 
and quality merchandise where prices are plainly marked, so that — 
all patrons receive the same advantages in purchasing. He is a man 
of business integrity, ethical in all his practices and his is a well 
ordered business procedure at all times. All matters are directed 
with tact and dignity and the excellent service rendered accounts for 
the continual expansion of the business. 

Mr. Feerick married Sylvia Koosch, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Henry and Margaret (Waedekin) Koosch, who are 
still residents of Milwaukee and are representatives of early families 
of the state. Mr. and Mrs. Feerick have become parents of five 
children, namely: Ralph (Jim) Feerick, who is now the vice presi- 
dent of the Feerick Funeral Home; Robert H., who is a graduate of 
the Whitefish Bay high school and is now connected with his father 
in the business; Joy L., who is a student in St. Clara’s Academy at 
Sinsinawa; Michael L., attending St. Robert’s parochial school; and 
William C. II. The parents are communicants of St. Robert’s Catho- 
lic church and Mr. Feerick also belongs to the Knights of Columbus, 
while in the Wisconsin Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club he 
likewise has membership. 


Dr. JAMES K. ROBINSON, of Milwaukee, who since 1916 has 
engaged in the practice of dentistry, was born at Manistee, Michigan, 
in 1895, being one of the ten children of Captain Thomas and 
Johanna Robinson, the father a native of England, the mother of 
Ireland, and both have now passed away. Captain Robinson was 
keeper of the lighthouse at Manistee, at which time lighthouse keep- 
ers performed the services that are now done by the Coast Guards. 
Captain Robinson received a congressional medal in recognition of 
his bravery in the performance of duty. His son, William Robinson, 
now living retired in South Haven, Michigan, formerly served as 
captain of the Coast Guard on Lake Michigan. A cousin of the 
doctor, Captain Dave Robinson, is captain of the United States Coast 
Guard at Washington. 


a e 
a ae 
y “7 . 


i jena: estates pa add fad Hin yy a agen 


> Sete ot fa 
SR, GND SUSIE BS 5 sala, pak Sih off bes, Cart"): alas srw MY td ti. 


Lead O10L site otfw dunn to ADE UIOE a 


Be boise yhsqtiot Wag Saevelt Webs 


yA boca ed edi tty atenaiea vicoirt wi a to 9 a] 
ee Dake eid Lid vO pS. ies hard é cen ey ifn we sahbrapd 
: Ce Rey? | a itll al ‘% Bens E : cin vas 1S: 
: see Ay aie ee re ae rah 6 ; fs oF 
tifarenlosiue hed 4 ‘1 AC ‘ af wes tS f 
be hou steriam Sef Siemens % te dood) oil re aati 3 
tranrgbot abit to sol gioi, add Oo} core netitow (98 iF hol 
heftinnt Asigo% 2 SME W 1OBF nk eat ytd. ot . oo 
194) srimlotlliW’ tug: tsioT to aotteeab 6 Jie es troll aei ine 
owl) vins752 TO snug BA) 3n VSOE 4 font Deb ot Sit malo® — A be Nea, 
wae ¢ 
oe highs MiP bi od” ‘fini ube Md sont 9 A Ag 
vi hike ly vided Bil et puldeonhe aif bove 
ai dhe eb al fone? ‘theta ba. | god tnehiTi 
ban veodanc Qabtetiobirs off Hy Ae) Ma We Senge isan 
bay ti doshigou wpm uated. onl stds anus oie gee mole 5 
ott) noininioat af dot bay abt hola Roy i owrieg inal adores 
ref oid bits ‘rrivth Tetigud dagct C8OS js ony eeeniawd Yo ive 
f joalse PMT) Ber 4) O41 sesralod ob “nt dicot tue W O80. ja 
ufvenpgude Jeorigid: a} RUE Rae Leyety ‘ania itegte, 7a anpioitzoM 
nrhem goto ots. eiisniittitinies art bist, salaslinag esi tt he | 
sjavtbey 10-stofioslye Swyhi ze Hal oA Low, TOG eg “hee Mt “tatings bus 
belt ae askoan ¥ gag VE BIS Be ato atone ‘gtilanp bas a, 
tent & alee conladdarst dy saad #1468 mate 2 oi? syteoey abortag ‘tie 2 a 
UST eel ath. Tras esol sat sit Ls: utes, ibys ‘iu rigel tguieud to | 
teil sts eanignillaA saa The te spt 22014 @apttad owsbto 
ToT wliatuash hotshot 5irise tpila xo 40) Lite yee hae Jon) cliw - a 
| roy) BF tl Srl) to eobiiCnaay Dat ye Sel 
hay osylvawhil to avis aK i retest iviyas bata r 4 


Sis omw ot OA (ai bor ft) ajnsrestt boise yar: ae 
2ST AS 10 BOO e BR es ob dks sole %y pie ese 
vii Te einopur semaned, 3 Net Agreed th tae vane hide od) 
~Tanry ests SAY Wd ei Coe Maks) ris (att) eee Comer tre 

th slau bate eee coe 349 acto elt least) dotsoo"t “Ons te to dat me 
‘seh oid sy, fAlsondos aura se footing duit qa Adtodid ont i. aa 
$45, Wi osha A doth Web Sabre as one’ A eaensiniid ont © oe ie 
jewaunisonk a ie i} 4 


+ hubooradq «) Fisdodt ag stb ba pee it 
oh le aat der tc armote shes Sie ghourisal, Cv anne 8 | | mgd? 
eerie) Toes yt iA ot” 0S SSnO15i 1 si5hs Plein tlh one dirissifo: 


alent ooiweatil 4 


a ij 
> 


ua iateh pstelagtt J ried Zig estate VW, wg 
fasts | Samrcuet T tigedeaelly by’ Worhiins od ost Fen one) 

‘ sotioed atid fcont gst, io s7itpn » ‘vadtiet oot. 
2 mato wine) aie wedur won ovell a 
Cat BB5h: odie api dobre dx SadetinM te cutesy 
Pie Jesey fied souk wor ou dest Cain pe aif 
to ist isi Labsrt: Tetroien Aad + Bevngo 
Aoartoh msi oe a . -a6b Ww esasand 


ott te viniey & 68 Lege “oibink aa iain 


5g a. 
” s 7’ me 


diag Hi Woe: vm ile 


414 WISCONSIN 


When but eight years of age Doctor Robinson became water boy 
for the longshoremen on the Manistee docks, where the sailing ves- 
sels came into port, and when a youth of fifteen he began working 
with the commercial fishermen, handling gangnets. Already he had 
decided that he wished to join the dental fraternity and when he 
found it possible he put aside some of his earnings to aid him in 
pursuing a course in dentistry after he completed his high school 
studies. Later he worked at nights to eke out his financial resources 
while attending dental college at the University of Michigan, where 
he won his professional degree in 1916. He then began practice, in 
which he has since continued, covering a period of more than 
twenty-seven years, this time being spent in Milwaukee, where for a 
long period he has been accorded a practice of very gratifying pro- 
portions. In 1926 he organized the first pre-school dental clinic, 
and he has ever contributed to promoting knowledge and efficiency 
among the followers of the profession and at the same time has 
kept in touch with the scientific investigations that have brought to 
light many truths that bear upon the successful practice of dentistry. 
He has a well equipped office, supplied with all modern appliances, 
and his work receives the endorsement of his professional colleagues 
and contemporaries as well as of his many patients and the general 
public. 

In the year in which he completed his dental course Doctor Robin- 
son married Lucille Kerley, who, like her husband, had attended 
the University of Michigan, and removing to Milwaukee they have 
since. here made their home. They have become parents of four 
children, of whom the eldest, Lucille, known as Peggy, is a graduate 
of the Milwaukee State Teachers College and was formerly a teacher 
in Appleton, Wisconsin. She is now the wife of Norberg Bush, of 
Milwaukee, and both are now teaching in the Airplane School at 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. They have one daughter, Polly Ann. The second 
member of the family, Jo Ann, attended Marquette University and 
is now the wife of Rev. Walter Frederick Alwin. They also are 
teaching in the Airplane School of Tulsa, and they have two chil- 
dren, Gabriel, known as Gay, and Pamella, who is called Penny. 
Harry, the elder son of Doctor and Mrs. Robinson, was graduated 
from the Washington high school and the Milwaukee Boys Technical 
School and is now in the United States Navy, serving in World War 
II as a first class petty officer, stationed in the South Pacific. Jim 
Jr., the youngest of the family, is now four years of age. 

Doctor Robinson has long been deeply interested in civic and 
political affairs. In early manhood he was connected with the 
Parent-Teacher Association work at the Neeskara school in Mil- 
waukee and he was also citizen chairman of a Boy Scout Troop. 
He entered the political field as a candidate for committeeman on 
the Progressive ticket, was elected and was soon made secretary of 
the party in Milwaukee County. Later, however, becoming dis- 
satisfied with some of the party measures, he withdrew and organized 
the Progressive Republican National and State Committee and 
became its first chairman. As such in 1937 and 1988 he took an 
active part in the campaign which resulted in the election of seven 
Republican congressmen, a United States senator and a Republican 
state administration. He was instrumental in the election of twenty- 
four delegates to the convention pledged to support Thomas E. 
Dewey for the presidency. He has twice been a candidate for the 
nomination for governor, and while he lost in the primaries he 
received a very flattering vote that was an acknowledgment of his 
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leadership and popularity. After the nomination of Governor Heil, 
and to acknowledge the word which he sent to his competitor, he 
received the following: 

“Received your courteous wire. It shows the good sportsman- 
ship in your makeup. You are interested more in the people as a 
whole than in your own individual self. Men of your kind is what 
makes up our great Wisconsin and great America. I’m sure the 
citizens of our whole state will appreciate your fine attitude toward 
me. I want to further comment on the clean and gentlemanly 
campaign you put up to win the nomination for governor. With 
best wishes for your continued good health and long life, 

Julius Heil.” 

Doctor Robinson is of that nature that will never cease to feel 
the deep interest of a progressive and public-spirited citizen in all 
that pertains to the welfare of community, commonwealth and 
country. For several years he has taken active part in the work 
of fraternal organizations to which he belongs and for considerably 
more than a quarter of a century he has been a helpful representa- 
tive of the Wisconsin State Dental Association. He has ever been 
fearless in the expression of his honest convictions and nothing can 
swerve him from a course that he believes to be right. 


Prerer J. Myers. The life record of Peter J. Myers forms an 
integral part of the history of southeastern Wisconsin because of 
the active part which he took in the development of the natural 
resources of this section of the state, as well as the important part 
which he displayed as a representative of professional and fraternal 
interests. For forty-four years he engaged in the practice of law in 
Racine and was accounted one of the foremost attorneys of the district. 

Mr. Myers was born in Somers, Kenosha County, Wisconsin, Sep- 
tember 19, 1876, a son of Peter J. and Dorothea (Mohr) Myers, who 
became residents of Kenosha County during the period of its early 
settlement and development. While spending his youthful days under 
the parental roof their son laid the foundation for the liberal educa- 
tion that he acquired by attending the district schools until 1891, 
when he came to Racine, continuing his studies in the old high school 
until his graduation with the class of 1896. His interest centered 
upon professional life and he began reading law in the office of 
Kearney & Thompson, well known attorneys of that day, while later 
he matriculated as a law student in the University of Wisconsin in 
1897. He was admitted to the bar two years later and within a few 
months was made a junior partner of the law firm with which he had 
previously studied and which then became Kearney, Thompson & 
Myers. A subsequent change led to the adoption of the firm name of 
Thompson, Myers & Helm, which has been retained to the present 
time, although the original partners have now all passed away. Mr. 
Myers was not long in demonstrating his ability to -suecessfully cope 
with the intricate problems of the law and the more involved they 

were the more earnest effort he applied to their solution. He thought 
clearly, his deductions were logical and the strength of his position 
was always shown in any argument which he might present to the 
court. He was a wise counselor and at all times was most loyal to the 
advanced standards of the profession, so that in unusual manner he 
enjoyed the respect and confidence of those with whom he crossed 
swords in forensic combat. 

On Christmas day of 1900 Mr. Myers was married in Mount 
Pleasant, Wisconsin, to Miss Eda Mathilde Hansche, who was born 
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in the town of Mount Pleasant, April 16, 1880, a daughter of Frederick 
and Fredericka Hansche, who were natives of Germany and on 
coming to the new world made their way at once across the country 
to Wisconsin, casting in their lot with the earliest settlers of Racine 
County, where Mr. Hansche continued to follow the occupation of 
farming until his life’s labors were ended. The children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Myers were two daughters and five sons, of whom Leona, the 
wife of Dr. T. H. Vinke, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Paul Edward Myers 
preceded their father in death. The surviving members of the family 
are: Miss Ellen Myers, of Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana; Samuel 
P., a member of the Racine bar; Alfred R., also living in Racine; 
George W., who makes his home in Muskegon, Michigan; and Captain 
Gordon R. Myers, who is being held as a prisoner of the Japanese 
in the Philippines. 

Mr. Myers was always keenly interested in the welfare and up- 
building of his section of the state and in his younger manhood he 
was active in organizing drainage districts in southeastern Wisconsin 
and was also connected with the Horicon Marsh Company, large land 
owners. Farming was his hobby and he had many warm and loyal 
friends among the farming folk of this section. While he never sought 
to become a political leader or desired office, he manifested a strong 
civic spirit and his aid and counsel were often sought in regard to 
vital public measures that had to do with the upbuilding and advance- 
ment of city and county. A prominent figure in Masonic circles, he 
served as president of the Masonic Temple Association and was 
largely instrumental in promoting the construction of the Temple of 
which Racine has every reason to be proud, and was instrumental in 
securing the old Wilson home on Main and Tenth streets, which the 
association proposed converting into a park adjoining the Temple, 
but Mr. Myers successfully promoted the idea of making the residence 
a home for the cadet nurses of St. Luke’s Hospital. His Masonic 
membership connections were with Racine Lodge No. 18, F. & A. M.; 
Orient Chapter No. 12, R. A. M., and the Knight Templar Com- 
mandery, and he also belonged to the Elks Lodge. St. Luke’s Hospital 
retained him on its board of directors for a considerable period and 
he did much to aid in its philanthropie work. He had membership in 
the First Methodist Church and along professional lines was con- 
nected with the Racine County Bar Association, which called him to 
its presidency. He was only sixty-seven years of age at the time of 
his death, which occurred December 15, 1943. His death was a 
matter of deep regret throughout the circle of his friends, which was 
almost co-extensive with the circle of his acquaintance. All recognized 
his worthwhile contribution to the advancement of the public welfare, 
his high professional attainment and his devotion to the advanced 
ideals of citizenship, all of which will cause his memory to be enshrined 
in the hearts of his associates for years to come. 


SAMUEL P. MYERS, who since 1931 has been a partner in the law 
firm of Thompson, Myers & Helm of Racine, occupying a suite of 
rooms in the First National Bank building, was born May 4, 1908, 
in the city where he now resides, his parents being Peter J. and Eda 
(Hansche) Myers. The father, who was born in the town of Somers, 
Kenosha County, Wisconsin, September 19, 1876, died December Lay; 
19438, and his life story is given elsewhere in this publication. His 
wife was born in the town of Mount Pleasant, Racine County, April 
16, 1880, her people having been pioneers of this section of the state, 
coming here in 1855. Her parents were Frederick and Fredericka 
Hansche, both born in Germany, whence they came direct to Racine 
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County after crossing the Atlantic, and here Mr. Hansche devoted 
his remaining days to farming. 

The public school system afforded Samuel P. Myers his educational 
opportunities until he had completed the high school course as a mem- 
ber of the class of 1921. He then attended Ripon College, where he 
obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree with the class of 1925 and he 
was graduated on the completion of a course of law at the University 
of Wisconsin in 1928, on which day he became associated with the 
law firm of Thompson, Myers & Helm, of which his father was a part- 
ner. In this connection he received his elementary experience as a 
member of the bar and in 1931 he was admitted to a partnership in 
the firm, which still practices under the original name. His work has: 
demonstrated that he finds ready and correct solution for difficult 
and involved legal problems and that he prepares his cases with thor- 
oughness and care before presenting his cause in the courts, where 
he has won various favorable verdicts, as attested by the court records. 
He belongs to the Racine County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association, the American Bar Association and the International 
Association of Insurance Counsel. 

Mr. Myers is also well known in fraternal circles, having member- 
ship in the Masonic lodge, of which he is a past master, in the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and in the Optomists Inter- 
national, in which he was district governor in 1986. His religious 
views coincide with the teachings of the Congregational church, in 
which he has membership. Politically he is not bound by party ties, 
but votes according to the dictates of his judgment, and in matters 
of citizenship is never remiss. When leisure hours permit he enjoys 
hunting, fishing and hiking, but his professional and business and 
public activities make heavy demand upon his time and energies, for 
in addition to his practice he is serving as the president of the 
Somers Farms Company, which cultivates two hundred and forty 
acres of land in Kenosha County, specializing in the production of 
vegetables and hybrid seed corn. He has also taken active part in 
furthering educational interests and for the past eight years has 
served as a member of the school board, of which he was president 
for two years, while also for two years, in 1941 and 1942, he was 
president of the State Association of School Boards. He is likewise a 
member of the board of trustees of the Racine-Kenosha County Nor- 
mal School and of the Young Women’s Christian Association and is 
an active member of the Boy Scouts Council. His interests and ac- 
tivities are thus broad and varied and are always exerted along con- 
structive lines whereby the public is the beneficiary. 

Mr. Myers resides at 1908 Carlisle Avenue in Racine. He was 
married October 5, 1929, to Margaret Caverno, a daughter of 
Xenophon and Louise (Lay) Caverno, the father a native of Wis- 
consin, while the mother was born in Kewanee, Illinois, and now 
resides in Canalou, Missouri. Mr. Caverno was a mechanical en- 
gineer, was graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1890 and 
followed his profession for thirty years, after which, in 1920, he 
turned his attention to farming at Canalou, Missouri, where he died 
September 14, 1942. Mr. and Mrs. Myers had a family of three 
children: Peter C., born January 14, 1931; Margaret L., born Feb- 
ruary 3, 1933; and Judith L., born February 138, 1935. The wife and 
mother, Mrs. Margaret Myers, died February 17, 1985. Mr. Myers 
was married again June 27, 1936, when Margaret Cooley became his 
wife. She is a daughter of Robert L. and Carrie (Ide) Cooley, the 
former a native of Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, and the latter of 
Milwaukee. Mr. Cooley devoted his life to activities in the educational 
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field and was the builder of the Milwaukee Vocational School. He | 
taught in various high schools in his earlier manhood and then became - | 
director of the Milwaukee Vocational School, which has an enrollment 
of sixteen thousand students and is open for instruction twenty-four 
hours per day. In 1941 he retired from that position and was made 
director emeritus. He died in May of 1943. Mr. Myers and his second 
wife have one child, Katharine A., born April 21, 1938. Mrs. Myers 
is an active member of the Racine Woman’s Club and the Parent- 
Teachers Association, is much interested in the Girl Scouts and is 
eligible to membership in the Daughters of the American Revolution 
by reason of some of her ancestors having served in the struggle for 
American independence. 


Jupce JoHN C. KLEczKA. Called to preside over the sixth branch 
of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, Judge Kleczka has re- 
mained on the bench continuously since 1930 and his record is one 
which reflects credit and honor upon the judicial history of the 
state. His mind is keenly analytical and he readily recognizes the 
relation of facts, while his application of legal principles is always 
sound. Earnest purpose has brought him to his present creditable 
position. Born in Milwaukee, May 6, 1885, he is a son of Michael 
and Agnes (Wiza) Kleczka, both of whom were born in Posen, Po- 
land, and were among the first residents in Milwaukee who were of 
Polish extraction. They had a family of six children, of whom the 
judge is the eldest, the others being Edmund, Mary, Leonard, Helen 
and Casimir Kleczka. 

In acquiring his education Judge Kleczka first attended the St. 
Stanislaus parochial school and after mastering the elementary 
branches of learning became a student in Marquette University, 
where the Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred on him at his 
graduation in 1905. He won his Bachelor of Laws degree at Mar- 
quette and he supplemented his studies there by attending the Cath- 
olic University of America at Washington, D. C., where he received 
his Master of Arts degree in June, 1906. He likewise took advanced 
work at the University of Wisconsin and ever being of a studious 
nature has constantly broadened his knowledge by reading and in- 
vestigation. His has been an active professional career. 

In early manhood Judge Kleczka was appointed deputy clerk of 
the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County, and his record in that posi- 
tion was one of capability. Continuing his preparation for the bar, 
he was admitted to practice in 1909 and immediately after began 
private practice as a member of the firm of Kleczka & Kleczka. 
While advancement in the legal profession is proverbially slow he 
soon demonstrated his ability to correctly solve intricate problems 
of law and his clientele became a large and representative one. For 
many years he devoted considerable time and study to political 
questions and stanchly supported the Republican party from the 
time he attained his majority. On the 1st of September, 1908, he 
received his party’s nomination for state senator in the Kighth dis- 
trict and was elected in the following November, notwithstanding 
Bryan received the presidential vote and many other Democrats on 
the ticket were elected, the support given him being proof of the 
public confidence in his ability and his devotion to high standards 
of citizenship. In 1912 he was elected a delegate from the Fourth 
congressional district to the Republican national convention, and his 
influence was becoming more and more potent in party circles. In 
1914 he received appointment from the circuit judges to the office 
of court commissioner of the circuit courts of Milwaukee County, and 
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his connection with the courts was bringing him knowledge of great 
worth after he took his place on the bench. 

In 1918 Judge Kleczka was elected to Congress, followed by re- 
election two years later and he proved an eflicient working member 
of the national law-making body. He voluntarily withdrew from 
public office at the close of his second term in order that he might 
resume the private practice of law, in which he was engaged when 
Governor Kohler offered him appointment to the bench of the sixth 
branch of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County to succeed Judge 
Edward T. Fairchild, who was advanced to the State Supreme bench. 
On April 28, 1925, President Harding appointed him major advo- 
cate general of the United States Army for a five year term and 
he was reappointed by President Hoover for another five year pe- 
riod, but resigned the commission before he assumed the duties of 
circuit judge. He took his place on the bench well equipped by 
study, training and experience for the duties which have since de- 
volved upon him. His wide and accurate knowledge of the law and 
the impartiality of his opinions are acknowledged by all who have 
dealings with his court and he is today numbered among the promi- 
nent members of Wisconsin’s judiciary. He belongs to the Milwaukee 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association. 

Judge Klecza has also been a leader in various movements of 
public worth and benefit. He was one of the founders of the Pulaski 
Council in May, 1928, and was chosen its first president. This so- 
ciety is composed of the officers of one hundred fraternal, civic and 
religious organizations of the south side and has proved a beneficial 
element in community welfare, maintaining a lecture course for the 
advancement of knowledge in civics, physical hygiene, the care of 
children and other subjects of vital importance to the general good 
and provides competent speakers on many subjects. It also gives aid 
to needy students in securing educational training and aids desery- 
ing families who are in want. He was also president of the Arch- 
diocesan Union of Holy Name Societies. 

The home life of Judge Kleczka has provided the needed quiet 
and contentment that has proven the even balance to his profes- 
sional and public life. He was married October 18, 1911, to Wanda 
Helen Lukomski of Milwaukee, and they have a family of two daugh- 
ters and two sons, as follows: Rosemary, a graduate of Marquette 
University and now the wife of John H. Hennessey; Elenore, who is 
a graduate of Marquette University, where she majored in the speech 
arts and who has been engaged in editorial work; John C. Jr., who 
was graduated from Marquette University in 1940 with the LL. b. 
degree, and is now a practicing lawyer of Chicago, and who mar- 
ried Jane Benson; and Daniel Edward, who attended Marquette and 
is now an engineer with the United States forces in Italy. With 
his elevation to the bench the judge retired from active connection 
with politics but he still retains his membership in the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Columbus, the Polish 
National Alliance and other fraternal and civic organizations. 


ARTHUR J. RAASCH is a representative of one of the old families 
of Milwaukee and is of the third generation to engage in the under- 
taking business, which has been carried on since 1875, having been 
founded by his grandfather, Ferdinand Raasch, who was a native 
of Germany. He was a cabinetmaker by trade, in which connection 
he built caskets and from that branched into funeral directing, 
establishing the business which has since been carried on by his 


72 a4 
y Ge = 


| > hari te ot binee wadiht “vlad 
ia or ened old ps weal ert Ph aa ha a 


my yal ie nolley ts) a} botvah wir sHsoul?d nt Bi aL 
asdeneint gutthwoyr idviails ie bevolg off bee oats’ my ows i 
nie vesiittiwn ibatiuloy 8 hod weir 

hata: of fad valao’ ae grist Nieves cid lo ahs 
Rati bar sit ene Od Hotel: ai wil Fo satus ate . wXUeSt 6} ' 
i ante vty ba flott ad nde a? dt SHIT MT byl hersie 5k ema See bo oe 


f-*. 


what Dowdy bi ig ue) asaliinwil he Yea dca) jiaowey oft? te do mrt fel i —F.. 
| fy Est jot eybastes at). ol baomew ba uty i ow Ree @ T biaw : as a 

ibs “lent Ai Hrotetiorsy wikis his eet | Sut Be fisqga 20 

\ bite 79) The av WU “arty, —S3G he bativd) edt Wh Igtmeney $349 nat ai 
i OG They, OFF Serio At cmyeuh “te spiaot) ve hadiroga net ad od ee " 
& . te coliph Seth bumimes ond sO oteeineioy of} enyizss jaied boi) 7 me 
aes ah pagetune Towemaped adt 6 reagig sit doot ofl subnet fiuwsio fe 
i: ab 548i gvad dati hollaly si Yoh sor Drie hw yirtatnd huts ' A 
=r hak wal ats WO. : et hyn aseriesin lye whi ett. eit enya heviov . | 


. ull odw HA vd bogbolwoudan win <aniahyo se Te werieae one 
cps rks ty “hi ay Ott erisaitin yehod a ont Die ce wal tin wnuilaed 
souk Pl atte eugilod oil ye thal a ttt Ye engehorets: aoe ; 
hoe nei tse wih Oise ated a tT thir Ushonwk wi yi 
! aras | On ita YH cop tonn a Fe spade 
in Atginivem, suoliBay di “shel nosed ole eel eP soba 
| erties sae to wrobiepul sit te cde cew oh Ronse eur aow oie . 
| “8, 250] nahi: rit} yh ree ti if; Seth) Bisve tte Rigs eu. ai tigress ms 7 5 
bith otvio Jeestint beybusred iro 4- eeditlo i je hae WitOy wt yteis ey 
: iyi Mh ie ae yr ee FANG Pati | tithes sisi eS nsbbtie 2 sat uid 2vorusbarges ewipigilen wi 
\ oT 7 SHES ArEndor 4 ssetetiiaaet| i Soltlew widainiie: at Inastote ¥ i a 
| to otai oft shotevn [goede eytvid i ahora Yo ping vb ft 
beOs orem ey ate od osname Ditey ¥% ~Tooiehie Tagito frrtss 
babis: ese ry vis Oh &iooi dive UTE WY BIBS Hage Iovacpales, 28 ery ordi ; 
“ns dash chip pie ucdhthaldspovevushe euliises at aesiine’ ybsea ae pe 
doi & off to Hestieoig: oels paw a hres 1 Soe. Cee: wotliasnt m ee | is bi fe 
AB so sleneys V1 viet 1a. aes pal BS : 
iginp bebe otly bobbyatd rate Axel -ogbil to aL i ott 
sien <i oj sonwstnd oes. 4 iovaig. ~aph, Hi 1) Fits 
shui ot LTE Bt aod D ly Pair HOW Ohh ich ote 
+O LBD avd. 16 ¥iteant BOY yA sf} tir ik (S510 mM: ‘to Dye 
piel. Te shady bas tat gh ; ‘awnoliad 1 ind 
ee TION hy yore AL AF fete L 10 iy} oe idle 
rave add hl Bioiaia ade eta? *hewaw ill, of touyrin 40 Sixebety a 
(Ot WS a Obie yeiadibe (i iene teed vedomw hit_ atte 9 
Pp MLD Sat dt UCT Live saute he a i tines OW bytsrherg A 2s! : 
¢ 2 Ary abit Dia: eae: Yo" to rwres agitto fiw: “Ek Maier ind pe 
ipa ‘sap ni bubtadtis ole. nas “Ti ct teney Sine A oni b wt 
inte 2 hls’ ast tyr sori we 
LSS ted au seust halon ont: dy doy 
“oe pers ery (i. qatar bs res 
RETA ght edo g) to dt nae 
7 Teen S HOST HOE WED het 


Sigil itl ESD HT 


Jae ctiaga isle ‘ont to i ay “aie i 4 sunTaA 
Pi mead Pear afd: 1 aaa ae , Sak rts ge 
iit oat’ Sai by iat ee { See en Te Ei dus bape 
ay % : Lf oR ye 


ee gar Ss, EA os Hees salvie pre ouhy 
sted ai ee ‘4 vi voc 


Beets 
sis wee 


yin 4 or 

aa we 0. i” rise sii? 

iy 7 ; : bare aT" i eg tea cd sigan: 
re. a: a, ; ‘ An : - 7 oe ay 
oy he ts a! os os oe ‘ty aa i rek ee ; ; \ 7 


420 WISCONSIN 


son, William M. Raasch, and his grandson, Arthur J. Raasch. The 
grandfather also conducted a livery business, which was utilized by 
funeral directors in the days before it was customary for under- 
takers to own their own hearses and teams. Ferdinand Raasch car- 
ried on his business within a block of the present site of the Raasch 
Funeral Home, and continued active up to the time of his death in 
1918. 

William M. Raasch, son of Ferdinand Raasch, was born in Mil- 
waukee, at the corner of North Avenue and Twelfth Street, only a 
block from the present funeral home, and spent his entire life in 
that locality. His natal day was March 20, 1875, the year in which 
his father began funeral directing, so that he was familiar with 
the business from his early youth. He succeeded to the ownership 
of the funeral parlor and remained at its head until his demise, 
which occurred on December 24, 1937. In 1900 he had married 
Ella Kuhn, who was born in Milwaukee, where she still makes her 
home. Her father, B. W. Kuhn, learned the trade of hat making, 
which he made his life work. He was connected as silk hatmaker 
with the Pantke-Harpke Company, which had begun business in 
Milwaukee in 1860. They were exclusive hatters, being numbered 
among the foremost manufacturers in their line in all the world and 
Mr. Kuhn, who was a famed workman in his particular field, made 
the silk hats for eight of the earlier presidents of the United States. 
He died in Milwaukee in 1927. His daughter, Mrs. Raasch, is a 
member of St. Matthews Lutheran Church and has served as presi- 
dent of its Ladies’ Aid Society. 

Arthur J. Raasch, who was the only child born to William M. 
and Ella (Kuhn) Raasch, has been a life long resident of Milwaukee, 
born December 14, 1908. At the usual age he was enrolled as a pupil 
in the grade schools and after completing his preliminary studies 
entered the North Division high school. Subsequently he took a 
course in mortuary science and qualified for the active work to which 
he has since given his attention. Three generations have now carried 
on the business which was founded by his grandfather and have 
ever maintained the highest standards in funeral service. Theirs 
is a service of dignity and beauty, meeting every modern requirement 
demanded by good taste as well as by the law, and the house enjoys 
a high reputation for thoughtful consideration. An atmosphere of 
dignity that is quietly appropriate pervades the place and the staff 
of trained attendants are ready to respond to any call, day or night. 
Improvements have been made in the funeral home from time to time 
in accord with public needs, and conditions here are of the most 
sanitary and satisfactory character. The original name of Raasch 
& Son, which was adopted when William Raasch joined his father 
in the business, was continued after Arthur Raasch entered the firm, 
but the name of Raasch Funeral Home is now used. ‘The building 
has been recently remodeled, redecorated and recarpeted and presents 
an air of quiet beauty and solemnity that is most restful. Arthur 
J. Raasch is a member of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin State and 
National Funeral Directors, and of the first named has served as 
vice president. Hethus always keeps in touch with the advancement 
that is being made in funeral procedure and conduct and he has thus 
been able to win a liberal and deserved patronage. 

Mr. Raasch was united in marriage to Miss Ruth Moll, a native 
of Milwaukee and a daughter of Otto and Ethel (Conrad) Moll, 
who are now residents of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. Mr. and 
Mrs. Raasch attend and have membership in the Sherman Park 
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Lutheran Church and they reside at No. 2157 North Twelfth Street, 
Milwaukee, both having been life long residents here. 


ALEXANDER WALTER SEILER, president of The Cramer-Krasselt 
Advertising Company of Milwaukee, was born in Arlington, Columbia 
County, Wisconsin, April 21, 1885, and comes of a family connected 
with the state from an early epoch in its settlement, his grandfather, 
Alexander J. Seiler, having become a pioneer farmer of Dane County. 
His son, Alexander Jacob Seiler, was born in Roxbury, Dane County, 
in 1851 and became a carriage manufacturer. He married Clara 
Susan Pritchett, also a native of Roxbury, and a daughter of Willard 
Pritchett, who began farming in Wisconsin when the work of settle- 
ment and development had scarcely been begun here. His daughter, 
Mrs. Seiler, passed from this life May 10, 19138, while Alexander Jacob 
Seiler survived until April 30, 1940, spending his last days in Madison, 
where he reached the advanced age of eighty-nine years. Their 
daughter, Clara Ethel Seiler, remains a resident of Madison. 

Their son, A. Walter Seiler, attended the public schools of Arling- 
ton, pursued his high school course at Poynette, Wisconsin, and then 
entered the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 
1907 with the Bachelor of Arts degree. His business record might 
be told in the single sentence that he has since been with The Cramer- 
Krasselt Advertising Company of Milwaukee. He was copy writer 
in 1907-08 and was then advanced to the position of department 
manager, in which connection he continued for ten years. From 1918 
until 1934 he was manager of service and contact. In the latter year 
he was elected to the presidency. 

The Cramer-Krasselt Advertising Company has been a business 
institution of Milwaukee since 1895 and in 1896 brought out its first 
publication, the Wisconsin Cyclist. In 1899 articles of incorporation 
were taken out and at that time the name was changed to the Pneu- 
matic Press, under which style operations were carried on until 1900, 
when the name of The Cramer-Krasselt Company was adopted and 
the scope of the business was changed to that of a general advertising 
agency. 

Walter Seiler received his training under the able tutelage of the 
officials of the organization. After the death of Mr. Cramer in 1934 
Mr. Seiler was chosen president and has since remained the executive 
head of the business. Quiet in manner, courteous in his treatment, 
he has met business men from all parts of the country and with no 
spectacular methods or pretense of any kind he has convinced them 
of the value of advertising, and of advertising with the firm of which 
he has now been a representative for thirty-six years. He is well 
poised, with an even-balanced mind, clear vision and determined pur- 
pose, and it is his sound judgment rather than modern methods of 
pressure salesmanship that convinces his clients that he has something 
to give them that is worthwhile. He has made it his purpose to learn 
from all men with whom he has been brought in contact and his view- 
point has continually broadened. He has had a broad background of 
advertising agency practice and is often in attendance at sales meet- 
ings, gaining from the experience of others and giving from his own. 
He works in a conscientious and fairminded way that inspires con- 
fidence and makes common sense the basis of business growth for 
The Cramer-Krasselt Company. Since 1928 he has been a director 
and treasurer of the Magnetic Realty Company. He was one of the 
organizers of the Milwaukee Better Business Bureau and his promi- 
nence in business circles is indicated in the fact that he was the first 
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president of the Bureau. He is also the vice president of the Wiscon- 
sin War Finance Committee, in charge of publicity, and when duty 
calls in matters of citizenship he makes ready response. He is presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Advertising Club and a member of the Univer- 
sity Club, the Wisconsin Club, The Milwaukee Club and the Town 
Club. He is a thirty-second degree Mason. 


JEROME J. FOLEY, since 1918 an active member of the Racine bar, 
has constantly forged forward until he stands ina prominent position 
among the city’s capable attorneys, now practicing as the senior part- 
ner in the firm of Foley & Brach. He was born November 14, 1886, 
in the city which is still his place of residence, his parents being 
Edmond and Mary (Rooney) Foley, the mother also a native of 
Racine. The father was born in County Limerick, Ireland, and in 
young manhood came to America, arriving in Wisconsin in 1876. 
For a time he made his home in Linden and later joined a brother 
on a farm in Minnesota. He was a boilermaker by trade and after 
living in Minnesota he returned to Wisconsin and worked as a 
mechanic in Appleton, where he spent two years, after which he 
removed to Racine and here followed his trade throughout his remain- 
ing days. He died in 1924, at the age of sixty-eight years, while his 
wife, surviving him for a decade, passed away in 1934, at the age 
of seventy-four years. 

The Racine schools furnished Jerome J. Foley his educational 
opportunities until he was graduated from the high school in 1904, 
after which he entered the employ of the J. I. Case Threshing Machine 
Company, with which he remained for nine years, but during the 
time a laudable ambition prompted him to prepare for a professional 
career. He attended the night sessions of the law school of Mar- 
quette University and was admitted to the bar in 1913. He has since 
practiced in Racine and step by step has advanced until he is ac- 
corded a prominent place in the ranks of the well qualified attorneys 
of the city. He first became a partner in the firm of Storms, Foley & 
Beck, which thus existed until 1920. Changes in the partnership 
then led to the adoption of the firm style of Storms & Foley, which 
relation was maintained until the death of the senior partner in 1920, 
when Mr. Foley became head of the firm of Foley, Brach & Colbert, 
which since 1929 has been Foley & Brach. He has always made his 
professional interests foremost in his life and he has served as court 
commissioner for ten years, while in the early years of his practice 
he was assistant district attorney from 1913 to 1916. 

Mr. Foley is a member of the Racine County Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association, the American Bar Association 
and the American Judicature Society, and he is accorded the confidence 
and good will of his professional brethren, who recognize his fidelity 
to the interests of his clients and his loyalty to the interests of justice. 
Aside from his professional activities he is a director of the Western 
Printing & Lithographing Company, which operates a plant in Racine 
and one in Poughkeepsie, New York, and something of the volume of 
their business is indicated in the fact that they employ sixteen hun- 
dred people. 

In May, 1917, Mr. Foley married Rose I. Welden, a daughter of 
John and Bridget (Thornton) Welden. The father was born in Eng- 
land while his parents were enroute from Ireland to America. He be- 
came a steel worker and was employed in the steel mills of Youngs- 
town, Ohio, and of Chicago. He passed from this life some years ago 
and his wife, who was a native of the Emerald Isle, has also 
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passed away. Of the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Foley five children 
have been born, the eldest being Jerome J. Jr., who was born 
February 10, 1918, and was graduated from the Marquette University 
Law School with the class of 1941, and before receiving his LL.B. 
degree he had gained the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy in 1989. 
Admitted to the bar, he went into his father’s office for a few months 
and then enlisted in the Marine Reserves in March, 1941, and is now 
a captain in the Marine Corps. He served twenty-five months in the 
South Pacific, and is now stationed in the U. S. A. Rosemary, born 
September 5, 1921, graduated from Marquette University with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in education in June, 1943, and is now 
teaching in the Milwaukee schools. Margaret M., born June 10, 1923, 
is a graduate of St. Mary’s Academy of Milwaukee and also spent 
a year in St. Clara College. She is now in the Nurses Training School 
of St. Joseph’s Hospital in Marshfield, Wisconsin. Edmund J., the 
fourth of the family, was born July 12, 1925, was graduated from 
the William Horlick high school of Racine on a Friday and the next 
day he received his notice to join the Marine Corps, in which he is 
now a corporal, having shipped out on Tuesday, after receiving his 
instructions to report for duty. John, the youngest of the family, 
was born July 31, 1929, and is now in school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foley belong to the Catholic church and she is a 
past president of the Martha Club of Catholic Women, while Mr. 
Foley belongs to the Holy Name Society and to the Knights of 
Columbus, which draws its membership from only those of Catholic 
faith. Politically he is a Democrat and has served on various party 
committees. He was one of the organizers of the Boy Scouts in 
Racine, has served as a member of its executive committee for 
twenty-five years and for five years was chairman of the boy life 
committee of the State Council of the Knights of Columbus. These 
last two organizations represent what is probably his chief interest 
outside of his profession and his home, for he feels that it should be 
a matter of deep concern to all that youth should be properly trained 
as to their civic and social obligations and that they should be 
impressed with the principles which make for upright manhood and 
citizenship. He and his family reside at 2300 North Main Street 
and Mr. Foley finds his recreation largely in golf. 


Hon. DANIEL W. SULLIVAN. The word justice, fh the highest 
and best sense of the term, finds expression in the judicial service of 
Judge Daniel W. Sullivan, who has occupied the bench of the second 
branch of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County for fourteen years, 
having been appointed to the office in 1929 and elected at each six 
year period since that time, his present term to expire in 1948. 

Menasha, Wisconsin, claims him as a native son, for he was born 
there September 5, 1879, his parents being Charles and Elizabeth 
(Duningan) Sullivan, who were early residents of that section of 
the state. The father died in 1881 but the mother is yet living. She 
was born in Akron, Ohio, and came to Wisconsin when fourteen years 
of age, since which time she has lived in the state, having now passed 
the ninety-first milestone on life’s journey. 

Early public school training was the foundation for Judge Sul- 
livan’s intellectual progress. He passed through consecutive grades 
in the Menasha schools until he reached his graduation from the 
high school in 1897. Later he entered Lawrence College at Appleton, 
where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1901 and upon the 
broad foundation of his science course he began to build the super- 
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structure of his professional knowledge by becoming a law student 
in the office of James C. Kerwin of Neenah, Wisconsin, who was a 
justice of the State Supreme Court. He completed his law studies 
in the University of Wisconsin, whereupon he passed the required 
bar examination and was licensed to practice in 1906. He then took 
up active practice in Neenah and Green Bay, where he continued his 
professional work from 1907 until 1910. 

Wishing to secure a broader field for his effort Judge Sullivan 
then removed to Milwaukee and has since been identified with the 
legal profession here. He became a member of the firm of Nath, 
Pereles & Sons and soon demonstrated his adaptability, his knowl- 
‘edge and his resourcefulness in handling the interests entrusted to 
his care. He continued with the firm for five years and in 1915 
entered the district attorney’s office as third assistant, in charge of 
corporation interests, while in 1921 he was made county corporation 
counsel and so continued until 1929. It was on the 9th of September 
of that year that he received appointment to the bench of the sec- 
ond division of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee County and the fol- 
lowing year brought him election to the office, to which he has since 
been reelected in 1936 and 1942. His mind is judicial in its trend, 
for he carefully weighs all evidence and his deductions are sound and 
logical, while his application of legal principles is always accurate. 
Moreover he knows how to temper justice with mercy and it is ever 
his purpose to render unbiased decisions—a goal which the public 
feels that he always reaches. The bar on the whole has given him 
strong endorsement and feels that his has been a most helpful and 
creditable judicial career. 

Judge Sullivan has membership with the Milwaukee County Bar 
Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American 
Bar Association and his legal fraternity is Phi Alpha Delta. He is like- 
wise connected with the Elks lodge, the Fraternal Order of Eagles, 
the Milwaukee City Club, the Knights of Columbus and the Catholic 
church, all of which indicate the nature of his interests and the 
rules that have governed his life’s relations. 

The marriage of Judge Sullivan and Marie B. Debois, of Neenah, 
was celebrated October 28, 1908. She is a daughter of Louis G. and 
Matilda (Allo) Debois, who early became residents of Neenah. The 
judge and his wife now have two children. The daughter, Elizabeth, 
known as Betty, was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, is a graduate of 
St. Mary’s College, and is now the wife of Dr. W. T. Caster, a leu- 
tenant, senior grade, in the Naval Reserves Medical Corps. Daniel 
D. Sullivan Jr. was born in Milwaukee, January 19, 1921, is a grad- 
uate of the Shorewood high school and was attending the engineering 
school of Marquette University when he entered military service, 
going to the aviation naval training station at Glenview, Illinois, in 
October, 1942, and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
marines in 1948. 


DONALD STEWART MONTGOMERY. There is perhaps no name better 
known in lumber trade circles today than that of Donald 8. Mont- 
gomery, who not only has been connected with the lumber industry 
since his boyhood days but for thirty years has been the secretary 
of the Wisconsin Retail Lumbermens Association, and is also the 
supreme snark of the International Concatenated Order of Hoo-Hoo, 
which draws its membership only from representatives of the lumber 
business. He is an exponent of the genial fellowship of the order 
as well as of the high standards of modern trade, and in both fields 
his activities have been an inspiration and incentive to others. 
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Mr. Montgomery was born October 8, 1886, in Wausau, Marathon 
County, then a leading lumber district of Wisconsin, a son of James 
and Elizabeth (Yost) Montgomery, both of whom have now passed 
from this life. The father, who was born in Lafayette, Indiana, came 
to Wisconsin in 1881 and entered the hardware business in Wausau, 
where he was also one of the early active workers in the Presbyterian 
church. He took a keen and helpful interest in the building of the 
house of worship for that denomination and for forty years served 
as an elder of his church. He died in Wausau in 1923. He was 
married to Elizabeth Yost of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, who after 
many years’ residence in Wisconsin died in Berkeley, California, in 
1937. In their family were three sons and a daughter, the latter 
being Mrs. William R. Coke, a resident of San Francisco, California. 
Two of the sons are now deceased. John McVey Montgomery, twin 
brother of Don S., died in Berkeley, California, November 10, 1943. 
For ten years he had been engaged in the medical supply business 
in San.Francisco and was well known to the wholesale trade through- 
out Colorado, Oregon, Idaho and the Northwest, and for several 
years before going to California had lived at Sand Point, Idaho. 
The other brother, Frank T. Montgomery, lost his life in the first 
World War, when in action in the Argonne Forest in France. He 
was a second lieutenant in Machine Gun Company No. 305 of the 
Seventy-seventh Division, and died October 4, 1918. 

Spending his youthful days in Wausau, Don S. Montgomery there 
attended the public schools until he had completed the high school 
course, after which he entered Carroll College at Waukesha, Wiscon- 
sin, where he was graduated as a member of the class of 1908. He 
has never ceased to feel a deep interest in his alma mater and has 
been a trustee of Carroll for many years. Since entering business 
circles he has been connected with the lumber industry and even in 
his boyhood days, during vacation periods, he worked in the lumber 
industry as an employee in the sawmills and yards. After finishing 
his college course he spent four more years in the mills of northern 
Wisconsin and Minnesota as tallyman and inspector of northern soft- 
woods and hardwoods, after which he devoted six years to selling 
lumber in southeastern Wisconsin for a well known lumber manu- 
facturing company of that day—the Virginia and Rainy Lake Com- 
pany, which had a capacity of a million feet of lumber daily. During 
a continuous residence in Milwaukee of about thirty years he has 
been the secretary of the Wisconsin Retail Lumbermens Association 
and is familiar with the conditions and the opportunities that affect 
the industry in its various forms and branches. He located in Mil- 
waukee in 1917. To him has been accorded elegtion to the office of 
supreme snark of Hoo-Hoo, the fraternal order of lumbermen, and he 
has since presided over its meetings. The fifty-second annual con- 
vention was held in Milwaukee in September, 1943, at which time 
reports showed the excellent financial condition of the order and its 
continuous increase in membership, even during these troublous 
times, when the lumber business has largely ceased to be in the control 
of private concerns by reason of the many governmental war-time 
regulations. The dues of every service man who is in Hoo-Hoo have 
been waived for the duration, and the Order is largely following out 
the plan of the clubs planting Victory trees in honor of those who 
are wearing their country’s uniform. 

Mr. Montgomery is also well known to the members of the 
Masonic fraternity, being affiliated with Crandon Lodge No. 287, 
F. & A. M.; Madison Chapter No. 4, R. A. M.; Robert Macoy Com- 
mandery, No. 3, K. T.; and Wisconsin Consistory, 8S. P. R. 8. He 
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is also a life member of Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He has 
life membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club and belongs to the 
Plymouth Congregational Church. 

Mr. Montgomery married Louise Sproesser, a native of Water- 
town, Wisconsin, a daughter of William D. and Marie (Webber) 
Sproesser, both of whom are now deceased. Her father was presi- 
dent of the Merchants National Bank at Watertown. Mr. and Mrs. 
Montgomery have two daughters. Mary Louise is the wife of Lieu- 
tenant William J. Iber, and they have two children, Ellen and Susan. 
They were residents of Evanston, Illinois, until his enlistment in the 
service and he is now a lieutenant in the navy, serving as com- 
munications officer on a troop transport. Elizabeth Jean Montgom- 
ery is the wife of Lieutenant George B. Nelson Jr., a son of the late 
Judge George B. Nelson, who from 1930 until his death in 19438 
had been a justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. Lieutenant 
Nelson and his wife were married in Washington, D. C., while he 
was stationed there and he is now in army service in the South 
Pacific. 


LOUIS HERBERT HAMILTON is president of The Dumore Company 
of Racine. He was born in Toronto, Canada, January 15, 1882, a 
son of Edgar and Mary (Gentlemen) Hamilton, the former an 
agriculturist by occupation. 

Mr. Hamilton acquired his education in the public schools of 
New York and in St. Bonaventure College of that state. In 1900, 
when a lad of eighteen, he came to Racine, where he attended business 
school. His first position was that of cashier for the Barry Brothers 
Transportation Company, where he remained for a few years. Follow- 
ing this he worked in the advertising and sales department of the 
Arnold Electric Company of Racine. In 1910 he became associated 
with Chester H. Beach of Racine in the organization and promotion 
of the Hamilton-Beach Company, engaged in the manufacture of 
electrical appliances and motors. Three years later (1913) they left 
this business and the two partners founded a new organization, the 
Wisconsin Electric Company, similarly engaged in the production 
of electrical apphances, with L. H. Hamilton as president and general 
manager and Chester H. Beach as vice president. 

In 1929 the name of the Wisconsin Electric Company was offi- 
cially changed to The, Dumore Company, making use of the trade 
name by which the products of the Wisconsin Electric Company had 
become widely known. The main Dumore lines were at that time and 
have since been precision tools and grinders and fractional horse- 
power motors. 

Mr. Hamilton was married in Racine on September 2, 1908, to 
Miss Marie Federspiel, of Racine. Their sons, Robert Louis and 
James Matthew, joined their father in business after graduating 
from the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana, and are 
today executive vice president and works manager respectively. 

Some conception of the volume of Dumore production may be 
drawn from the fact that nearly twenty-five percent of the national 
production of fractional horsepower geared motors and better than 
eleven percent of the non-geared motors come from Dumore alone. 
Thousands have been manufactured for aircraft applications during 
the war years. Dumore grinders, too, have played an important role 
in precision production of war material, for there is scarcely a metal 
working plant in the country without one of these tools, while many 
hundreds are used by the army, navy and air corps in maintenance 
operations. 
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Mr. Hamilton holds membership in the Chamber of Commerce 
and is vice president of the Racine Manufacturers Association and 
manifests his interest and concern in Racine’s civic betterment in 
other practical activities. However, he has never sought political 
office nor a place in the public eye outside his business interests, for 
he has found that the development of a vigorous and progressive 
manufacturing organization is a full time career in itself and con- 
stitutes the best fundamental contribution to a community’s well- 
being and prosperity. The established position of The Dumore Com- 
pany today in the tool and electrical industry, its employment of 
nearly six hundred men and women in Racine, its wartime production 
record and the respect which the company and its president command 
in the community and nation-wide business circles provide convincing 
vindication of the civic and business philosophy of L. H. Hamilton— 
an outstanding leader of Wisconsin industry. 


WILLIAM J. ZIMMERS. In the annals of the legal profession in 
Milwaukee the name of William J. Zimmers has appeared for forty- 
three years, and he is not only one of the older attorneys of the city 
but also one of the most capable and distinguished, his entire course 
being marked by a steady progress that has merited the success that 
is his. 

Mr. Zimmers was born in Racine, Wisconsin, May 21, 1875, a son 
of John Peter and Mary Ann (Palskill) Zimmers, both of whom were 
natives of Germany, the father born in Cologne and the mother in 
Trier. They came to the United States in 1849 and were married in 
Racine soon after their arrival. The father Jearned the machinist’s 
trade in early life and for fifty-one years was in the employ of the 
J. I. Case Thrasher Company, being one of its oldest and most trusted 
representatives. He died in 1905. 

William J. Zimmers is one of a family of seven children, six of 
whom are yet living. He began his education in the public schools 
of Racine, was graduated from high school there and afterward 
enrolled as a student in the University of Michigan, where he won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree, while in 1900 the University conferred on 
him the degree of Doctor of Laws. Returning to Wisconsin, he has 
now been engaged in practice in Milwaukee for forty-three years 
and is considered an outstanding exponent of corporation law, al- 
though well versed on various other branches of legal work. He has 
been the organizer and has served as a director and as legal counsel 
for many large industrial and commercial enterprises of the city and 
is the president of the Zimmers Company, while in his law practice 
he heads the firm of Zimmers, Randall & Zimmers, with offices at 
135 West Wells Street. After the {first World War he went. abroad 
as representative of various business concerns, introducing their goods 
to the European markets, particularly in connection with railway con- 
struction. 

On the 30th of November, 1903, Mr. Zimmers married Meta Bor- 
chert, a native of Milwaukee, and they have one daughter, Renate M., 
the wife of Clifford A. Randall, whose life story is given elsewhere 
in this publication. Mr. and Mrs. Zimmers reside at 2663 North 
Wahl Avenue. 

Aside from his profession Mr. Zimmers has led a most busy and 
useful life through service that he has rendered to community and 
to commonwealth and also to individuals. He became one of the 
organizers of the Milwaukee Rotary Club, served as one of its first 
presidents and was the first district governor here of Rotary Inter- 
national. He also introduced into the local organization the work 
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for boys in the matter of assisting them along educational lines. Mr 
Zimmers has always been interested in giving youth the opportunity 
needed for physical, mental and moral development and aside from 
organizations he has carried on work independently, for in 1920 he 
brought over boys from various countries and placed them in educa- 
tional institutions at his own expense. He is active in the work of 
the Knights of Columbus, to which he belongs, and he is often called 
upon by that society for addresses on special occasions. He has always 
been most loyal to the Catholic church and its purposes. He has also 
been active in the work of the Association of Commerce and is its 
counsel, as well as a member of the board of directors. His aid and 
cooperation are withheld from no public plan or movement which 
he deems of worth to his fellowmen, and he is a strong, purposeful 
man whose intelligently directed effort is fruitful of beneficial results. 
His social qualities are greatly appreciated in the Wisconsin Club, 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Milwaukee Country Club, in which 
he has membership, and in every relation of life he has manifested 
those sterling traits of character which have gained him the highest 
respect in his home city. 


Dr. ARTHUR C. HANSEN, a Milwaukee physician with offices at 
4730 West Lisbon, and now assistant surgeon to the A. O. Smith 
Corporation, was born in Racine, Wisconsin, October 8, 1902, a son 
of Lund and Caroline (Nelsen) Hansen, who are still residents of 
Racine. Both were born in Denmark, where they were reared and 
educated, coming from that country to the United States when about 
eighteen years of age. They were married in Racine, where for many 
years they made their home. Both are still living. 

Doctor Hansen is their only child. He acquired his early educa- 
tion in the schools of his native city, passing through consecutive 
grades to the high school, after which he enrolled at the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1926. 
He continued there as a medical student and gained his professional 
degree at his graduation as a member of the class of 1929. He was 
then named interne at the Milwaukee Hospital and later served as 
house physician of that institution, after which he began the private 
practice of medicine and surgery in this city, largely giving his 
attention, however, to surgical work. Since 1931 he has filled the 
position of assistant surgeon with the A. O. Smith Corporation and 
his thirteen years in this connection have made him widely known 
and gained him wide recognition for the skill he has displayed in 
his practice. He keeps in touch with the latest advances made 
in medical science and methods of procedure through his member- 
ship in the American Medical Association, the Wisconsin State Medi- 
cal Society and the Milwaukee Medical Society, and he was at one 
time an assistant editor of the Milwaukee Medical Journal. 

In 1930 Doctor Hansen married Sophia Ann Wiegand, a native 
of Racine and a daughter of Henry C. and Ann (Burkert) Wiegand, 
both of whom are now deceased. Doctor and Mrs. Hansen have one 
child, Suzanne Carol, twelve years of age and a pupil in the Wauwa- 
tosa schools. The family residence is at 2565 EHighty-fourth Street, 
Wauwatosa 13, where the Doctor has a most interesting collection 
of Lincolniana, devoting one room entirely to items concerning Lin- 
coln. He is a member of the Abraham Lincoln Association and an 
associate member of the Lincoln Fellowship of Southern California. 
He has served as vice president and is now president of the Lincoln 
Fellowship of Wisconsin and in 1948 delivered the annual address 
before that body at its yearly meeting held February 12 in Madison, 
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He has visited most of the Lincoln shrines—the birthplace at Hodgen- 
ville, Kentucky, and the places where Lincoln lived in Indiana, as 
well as Salem and Springfield, Illinois. On the walls of his room 
hang more than one hundred pictures of Lincoln, and he has more 
than five hundred volumes concerning him. The Doctor’s further 
study of the martyred President constitutes one of the chief interests 
of his life. Masonry also claims considerable of his time. He has 
membership in Bell City Lodge No. 92, F. & A. M.; McKinley Chapter, 
R. A. M.; Wisconsin Consistory, S. P. R. S., and Tripoli Temple, 
A. A.O. N. M.S. He is also deeply interested in the youths’ auxiliary 
of Masonry and is on the advisory board of the Washington Park 
Chapter of DeMolay. His religious affiliation is with St. Matthew’s 
Lutheran Church. 


FREDERICK PETER HELM, member of the law firm of Thompson, 
Myers & Helm, with offices in the First National Bank building in 
Racine and active in connection with the civic projects of the city, ' 
was here born April 1, 1897, a son of James Edward and Lucy (Olle) 
Helm. The father, who was born in Bloomington, Illinois, learned 
and followed the millwright’s trade and for many years was con- 
nected with the Racine Sattley Company, manufacturers of buggies 
and carriages, but retired from active business in 1928. He is still 
living in Racine at the age of sixty-three years, but his wife, a native 
of this city, died in January, 1928, at the age of fifty-two years. Her 
parents were early settlers here and contributed to the upbuilding 
of the city. 

Pursuing his early education through the work of the grades 
Frederick P. Helm passed to the high school, from which he was 
graduated as a member of the class of 1915, and later he attended 
Ripon College at Ripon, Wisconsin, where the Bachelor of Arts degree 
was conferred on him in 1922. He had not pursued his studies un- 
interruptedly, however, for in 1918 he left college to enter the army, 
becoming a sergeant. He was on duty for five months, stationed at 
Camp Grant, Rockford, Illinois, and received his discharge in March, 
1919. He then resumed his studies and by special dispensation was 
graduated from Ripon College June 18, 1922, while three days later, 
on the 16th of June, he was graduated from Marquette University, 
where he had studied law and had devoted one year to the study of 
foreign languages, Marquette conferring on him the Bachelor of 
Laws degree. He was admitted to the bar on the 3d of August of the 
same year, and on the 1st of September, 1922, began the practice of 
his profession in Racine, joining the law firm of Thompson, Myers & 
Kearney in September, 1924, when the present firm style of Thompson, 
Myers & Helm was adopted. Throughout all the intervening years 
Mr. Helm has occupied the same offices, and step by step he has 
advanced in his chosen calling, as he has demonstrated his ability to 
cope with the involved problems that arise in connection with the 
work of the courts. The thoroughness with which he prepares his 
cases is manifest in the clear and logical manner in which he presents 
the evidence and the law applicable thereto and the court records 
bear testimony to the many favorable verdicts he has won, so that 
he now occupies an enviable position at the bar of this district. It 
was a laudable ambition that carried him forward to his present 
place in the legal profession, for in early life he learned the trade 
of barbering, at which he worked for ten years. This enabled him to 
meet the expenses of his later education and by barbering he worked 
his way through Ripon College. While studying there he took an 
active interest in debate and oratorical work and represented the 
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college in several state and interstate oratorical contests, in which 
he displayed the talent that is manifest in his legal activities. Thus 
proving his powers, he prepared for the bar, with results that his 
fellow citizens well know. He is a member and a past president of 
the Racine County Bar Association and belongs to the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 

On the 6th of June, 1922, Mr. Helm was married to Helen Henken, 
a daughter of Jacob F. and Helen Henken, both natives of Racine, 
while the mother’s parents were numbered among the pioneer resi- 
dents here. Her father, who was with the Racine Sattley Carriage 
Company as a carriage builder for some years, passed away in 1931 
and his wife is also deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Helm are parents of a 
son and daughter. Frederick Peter Jr., born January 8, 1924, is a 


graduate of the Racine high school, attended Marquette University . 


and then entered the United States Army Air Corps. He is now a 
flight officer. The daughter, Carol Helen, born February 7, 1934, 
is now in school. 

Always interested in the civic development of the city, Mr. Helm 
has served for two years, 1943-44, as president of the Racine Associa- 
tion of Commerce and has done effective work in promoting the 
upbuilding of the city in various ways. He is a past commander of 
Racine Post of the American Legion, having served in 1928-29, and 
he belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Loyal 
Order of Moose and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He has been 
particularly active and prominent in the last named, served as presi- 
dent of the local organization for eight years and was state president 
for one year. Since 1934 he has been chairman of the old age and 
social security committee of the Eagles and is secretary of the na- 
tional old age and social security commission of the Grand Aerie of 
Eagles. Since 1924 he has been chairman of the service and relief 
committee of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and of the American 
Legion and is chairman of the home service section of the Racine 
chapter of the American Red Cross, having occupied this position for 
several years. Any good work done in the name of charity receives 
his endorsement and support, for he is a man of broad philanthropic 
spirit. He belongs to St. Rose’s Catholic Church and politically he 
has always been a stalwart Republican. His wife is president of the 
American Legion Auxiliary, belongs to the Florence Nightingale 
Society, to St. Mary’s Hospital Aid Society and to St. Michael’s So- 
ciety. Mr. Helm has traveled all over the country in the interests of 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, from September until June, making 
speeches for and in behalf of the society, and greatly enjoys the 
warm comradeship thus engendered. He and his wife reside at 1104 
Park Avenue in Racine. 


GROVER F. KNOERNSCHILD is the president of White Fish Bay and 
in insurance circles he has a wide acquaintance, being the assistant 
state manager of the Prudential Insurance Company of America, 
with offices in Milwaukee. He started out in the business world in 
a humble capacity and with little more than a public school education 
but his inherent qualities were such as enabled him to wisely use 
his time and opportunities and he readily recognized chances for 
advancement that others passed heedlessly by. 

Born in Milwaukee, February 27, 1890, Mr. Knoernschild is a 
son of Jacob and Mary (Ruesch) Knoernschild, both now deceased. 
The father was born in Germany, September 27, 1841, and came 
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Knoernschild, to the United 
States in 1857, the voyage being made on one of the old time sailing 
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vessels which was fifty-one days on the passage. Jacob Knoernschild 
completed his education in the schools of Milwaukee, to which place 
the family had come immediately after landing on the eastern coast, 
and when he had finished his studies learned the tinsmith’s trade. 
Eventually he engaged in the hardware business and developed the 
largest hardware trade in the city, his store being located at Twelfth 
and Cherry streets. He not only gained a prominent place in busi- 
ness circles but also was helpfully interested in civic affairs. He 
served as a member of the first board of fire and police commissioners, 
being called to the office in 1885, and he was also a member of the 
board of election counselors for two years, representing the old Ninth 
ward of Milwaukee. In 1874 that system was changed and that 
board became the board of aldermen, or the common council, and 
Mr. Knoernschild continued in office as an alderman. He was also 
one of the organizers of the Light Horse ‘Squadron of the State 
Militia, which was called out by the governor to subdue the riot of 
1886, and he remained a member of the Squadron for eight years. 
He served as a member of the school board from 1875 until 1880 
and was then reelected to the common council for the term from 
1880 until 18838. He died in March, 1918, after a residence of more 
than sixty-one years in Milwaukee, and in his passing the city lost 
one of its most substantial and valued residents. 

It was on the 6th of August, 1867, that Jacob Knoernschild 
wedded Mary Ruesch, who was born in Milwaukee November 17, 1850, 
a daughter of. Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Ruesch, the father, who was of 
German ancestry, having been one of the early settlers of Milwaukee. 
In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Knoernschild were thirteen 
children, of whom two died in infancy, while eight sons and three 
daughters reached adult age and seven are yet living, as follows: 
Mrs. Ella Kersting, a resident of Clinton, Iowa; Edwin C., living 
in Milwaukee; Alfred A., of Kingston, Washington; Mrs. Clara Graf, 
a widow, living in Milwaukee; Bertha, of the same city; Grover F.; 
and Elmer, who makes his home in Clinton, Iowa. 

Grover F. Knoernschild obtained his early education in the Mil- 
waukee public schools and also attended the Spencerian Business 
College under Professor Herbert Spencer, the originator of the system 
of schools which were founded in various parts of the country. He 
likewise pursued a general business course in the night sessions of 
Marquette University. He then deliberately went from job to job, 
learning and studying the: problems of help and labor, working as 
a bank messenger, in the credit branch of a department store, and 
as assistant superintendent and bookkeeper he studied mining and the 
separation of mining products at a Grant County, Wisconsin, separa- 
tion plant. He also learned the trades of a baker and confectioner, 
and all during this time he was storing up knowledge of business 
conditions and of human nature that has been of immense value to 
him in later business life. 

On the 16th of March, 1910, Mr. Knoernschild entered the insur- 
ance field in connection with the Prudential. Insurance Company, 
with which he has now been identified for a third of a century, and 
during this period he has been advanced through various positions 
until he is now assistant state manager of the corporation. He is 
widely known among the insurance men of the state, at one time 
served as secretary of the Milwaukee Life Underwriters and is now 
chairman of the Business Practice Council of the Milwaukee Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters, which is the real court of the Associa- 
tion. In addition to his insurance interests he is a member of the 
board of the Sterling Savings & Loan Association of Milwaukee and 
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he is the secretary and treasurer of the Jardith Company, manufac- 
turers of fibre products. He invented a fiber product which this 
company manufactures from pulp and which is used in many ways. 

Notwithstanding his intense activity in the field of business Mr. 
Knoernschild has found time for participation in public affairs and 
has ever recognized the duties and responsibilities as well as the priv- 
ileges of citizenship. For eight years he has been a member of the 
board of trustees of the village of Whitefish Bay and during his sec- 
ond term in the office his fellow trustees chose him to serve as presi- 
dent, following the death of Harold W. Connell in 1986. He has twice 
been reelected for terms of three years each, and as president he is 
closely studying the possibilities for improvement and progress in the 
village. He is also deputy chief air raid warden of Milwaukee County, 
a member of the county council of defense and commander of civil 
defense in Whitefish Bay. He has long closely studied government 
affairs and has said that his greatest concern is over the laxity shown 
on the part of the people in governmental matters, best described by 
their laxity in exercising one of the greatest privileges they have—the 
exercise of franchise. 

Mr. Knoernschild is also actively interested in those forces which 
make for intellectual and cultural progress and for two terms he 
served as president of the Seven Arts Society. He was also chairman 
of the board of St. Joseph’s Hospital when the building was opened 
for occupancy in Milwaukee. In the Knights of Columbus he has 
been deputy grand knight. His hobby of converting discarded ma- 
terial into something useful and beautiful was expressed in collecting 
marble slabs from junk heaps and using them in the construction 
of a floor in the office which he has built and furnished in the basement 
of his home at 5101 North Cumberland Boulevard, Whitefish Bay. 

In 1917 Mr. Knoernschild married Florence M. Anderson, who was 
born in Milwaukee and is a daughter of David and Anna (Kottke) 
Anderson, both now deceased. Her father was born in Stockholm, 
Sweden, and came to Wisconsin in his boyhood days, here meeting and 
later marrying Anna Kottke, who was born in Rock County, this 
state. Mrs. Knoernschild is a graduate of the West Division high 
school of Milwaukee. Of this marriage have been born three children, 
but the elder son, Edward, died November 18, 1927, at the age of 
ten years. Ralph Paul, the second son, is a graduate of the Milwaukee 
University School, of the class of 1941, and then took up industrial 
work to qualify himself for the position of personnel director, but on 
May 27, 1942, he enlisted in the Naval Air Corps for service in World 
War II and is now training with the Flying Tornadoes at Glenview, 
Illinois. The daughter, Marian, is a graduate of Holy Angels Acad- 
emy and attended Marquette University for two years. 


WILLIAM J. CHADWICK, city engineer of Racine, was born in Des 
Moines, Iowa, September 25, 1904, a son of Benjamin W. and Leonie 
(Mohr) Chadwick, both natives of Racine. The father, who was 
connected with the J. I. Case Company in the capacity of auditor 
for about thirty years, died in March, 1981, at the age of fifty-three 
years, while the mother passed away in April, 1932, when fifty-one 
years of age. The ancestral line on the Chadwick side is traced back 
to England, whence came the great-grandfather of William J. Chad- 
wick. He arrived in the United States in 1840 and in 1848 established 
his residence in Racine. 

The family has since been represented in this city and William J. 
Chadwick here obtained. his early education, being graduated from 
the Racine high school as a member of the class of 1922. He afterward 


—— 


i a 
{ i? ‘ wan) j 
ts * ame need 
ig Le dai. ’ ve ¥ <— * 7 "7 7 ? t 1 war 
a 4 a 7 pa Fi y! cfg 3 ei p>° 
} a 7 os ‘Sete Mn GVA. ve 
4 A Laat mil —"* 
"s } i a ' % - 


wl ) 
* pe ae Peart): : i Ne: 
! eu il: nrtee a 2 i ee ori & Ba 
(OH, esi seri v.al ni Montive dave ate sOTk« 
fa eantiond To bhett a) ni vwivitsa ovuplii vith 'g 
| | hee acinithy ooldivgy a, aoihagisitrag 967 agri ino 
; ee sq. silt 28 liswe ap Ruy estt Feats 91 bats asides ortt 
ot tu sole ed aod on wtesy tadyis 104 oan l 
“OME sift will Wb bia vindk netiaticl yt Ay omelliv ott X 
| ake ey Ha v98 Obeid Seo gee} wotlo? abd eal 
Ghin! anal ‘ol ACL ne Hai) a bioxnd to disob gi 
bi ait trahiestg 26 hem ,avng tiapy dott te nga 
es TH 2° Fr rh Sits Yorngay Trt . SIT ieROg off Mi rr ra 
. ihn!) soe te nobiaw bins tie Mids evap agln hs 
livie io do bi seiion fk eegoleh to fiantios <teie weld i 
| 


7 | Jreurectves’ belbote sideels nant aad oH re iat 
OW One Gen any TAv0 ar aenas Ieotesiy aid jedé ia 
| dl ideal 4: mabe jes easdjadt ferrragyeevos +i olqood 
} aiid ANAL eens eopulind iseiisary att te ety, cae 
the 
. . ti en -4o0toT waonld vt bedesystid Yovison orks ok iene 
. ad cing). ows Mob baa Masui beiitlio bre Lanai 
| nhan? teWo oelss ate ath - Miphot kts teved odd to 3 WN 
|  Beaaqo euyr yall ini4l out’ fs! 4, Aistigiao nh tety ly 121 to ba , a 
| Bit SA malt ilo. 0 hy Pass i in GAs ti) .90%u wet k aecr 
~uftt boiriasciigiidvavites To wided. vill er Dawiy viueps 
yotsies at homtad aw iWiiwpesd ins iateen nish ego oa 
debian aos oP leh enold antes big aqgaatl > 
| | 0s ve we ond af yori: aby? biti thd end of ili ia at 
at elisha brevalidd bagtasdtcnd ili: uM for pint 
saw Ody io reid oN antral by Cote a Hittosirroona AM PS 
' psto ZL) SOR Lets high tw “PG hy us! Tae anes | buds 6S ‘Gus 
5 HOLS We AD ALG SEH CONT) 8 Dome. 296 B- yw 
. bars gph tt Sige v2 uch f beodyod nit it mignon ad otek? b 
so nl testi > Tago. avod as adler «nite «age yn ae 
duit aadivitl Jaw ad aq etavbeiww @ al bit ieee 
is sibilities wun ‘ted rood yan baat et¢ iit! wield ty Ran doy 1 
le ayn aly 9s PSCT St dior, beih bh rawbSh apie pte is 
Solio ih ont te stupa 2 “i oe Aiosse ott ines shegdin f A Ly 
fatdcuhind gi geol modd Sire 1h) to vant act te hae aa, 
Rena 0 Miva th | Fanatoe (oe Te OE OU: Mit “£04 Yeates 
BOW inieeteaee 64 R109 ss 4 va Bagh hoieines {3 
Ges) je yepinre) yee s, oat Mdivy wirindagtt wean a 
Sash, aloo Veet, Ay stauheka hi if deste, Satay 
ey ound (OP MRI 35 douwiall | 


—_—~ 
>, 
= 


(CO alueted eam jociegst to teanthiia gis), wo CATED 

\otites DBs - OM isting a1 0er to ado BEE ae " vinatd he 
on roiled 4AT oh awl To vavkkeit does ok ivi = a “i 

iiss. to gioiges cdf of vega? san.) J ie 
wie yo ¥o9 o4t 46  L00 ey tehe i Rey Rayer 
Sito Gait Host. Seat Shusa ai vewa bores raed 
Aon Love's ct-otile alos ets? 3i13 uo oil ie aes 
“Deak AL naif WE tin tee ace 2 I wed ORM M1EDS- har 
faduilinicy 208 bat bite tS hau sete, hetind vad boyit 
SR ISBR 
A eeu, hoe yield) oi hednseoups momlss i a 
ott Pah) are t Buje, Wolitashe “hao. aut bee uate “Pi 
hsawiatte oft sset ta gents Sot To vers al foorla v4 fia « 
4 < 


- 


(Gimbels, Milwaukee.) 


~. 


‘emitter ON NET I AOTC TCN 


eh te” 
: 9 RSE sa 


iuta 4, 


iv 


» 7 tian sen 
¥ < _ 


oh) 


é » 


BIOGRAPHY 433 


entered the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of 
Science degree in civil engineering in 1927. Following his graduation 
he entered the employ of the city of Racine, obtaining the position of 
instrument man in the engineering department, with which he has 
since been associated. Appreciation of his faithfulness and his pro- 
fessional ability came in his promotion to the position of assistant 
city engineer in 1928 and he continued to serve in that capacity until 
1942. During the succeeding year of 1942-43 he was acting city en- 
gineer and in 1943 was made city engineer, so that his connection with 
the office now covers seventeen years. 

On the 30th of August, 1930, Mr. Chadwick was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Edna Trumbull, a daughter of Frederick M. and Jennie 
(Worcester) Trumbull, both of whom were born in Illinois. The 
father was identified with educational interests, being the vocational 
guidance director of the schools of Rockford, Illinois, from 1920 
until 1937. He received his Master’s degree from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1927. He passed from this life October 1, 1937, at the 
age of fifty-eight years, and his widow now resides on a farm in 
Illinois, although retaining Racine as her legal residence. Mr. and 
Mrs. Chadwick have become the parents of three children, namely: 
William Richard, who was born June 38, 1935; Jeanette, born February 
26, 1938; and Benjamin T., born August 1, 1940. 

The family residence is at 1709 Park Avenue in Racine. Mrs. 
Chadwick is descended from one of the old Colonial families. She 
is a past president of the local society of the American Association 
of University Women and she formerly served as secretary of the 
Wisconsin State American Association of University Women. Mr. 
Chadwick is a member and past master of the Masonic lodge, belongs 
to the Rotary Club and is an associate member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers and a member of the Wisconsin Society of 
Professional Engineers, while politically he maintains an independent 
course, voting for the measures which he deems essential to the public 
welfare and supporting the candidates whom he regards as_ best 
qualified to serve the general good. His hobbies are touring and color 
photography and he often combines the two in pleasurable trips 
over the country. 


WALTER E. LANGE. The commercial history of Milwaukee con- 
tains the name of no one who was more highly respected than 
Walter E. Lange, who was a most enterprising and progressive 
merchant up to the time of his sudden death on July 20, 1948. For 
some years he was the president of Smartwear-Emma. Lange, Inc., 
having one of the finest and most exclusive ladies’ wear establish- 
ments of the city. Mr. Lange was born in Berlin, Green Lake 
County, Wisconsin, April 24, 1886, a son of Michael and Louise 
(Kakuschke) Lange, both natives of Germany, whence the father 
was brought to the United States by his parents when but two 
years of age. He early learned the shoemaker’s trade, which he 
followed until the country became involved in the Civil War, when 
he enlisted and until the end was an active defender of the Union 
cause. After the close of his military experience he removed to 
3erlin, where he engaged in making shoes until his death in 1908. 
His wife, also a native of Germany, was nineteen years of age when 
she came to the new world. 

Walter Lange largely received his educational training in the 
schools of Berlin and experience taught him valuable lessons from 
which he greatly profited. When seventeen years of age he became 
the junior partner in the firm of Botz & Lange, meat dealers of 
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Berlin, but about 1919 he sold his business there and came to 
Milwaukee, where he joined his sister, Emma Lange, in establishing 
and conducting a fine store handling ladies wearing apparel. The 
business was first carried on in the Pfister Hotel. Emma Lange was 
extremely artistic, as shown not only in the selection of her stock, 
but in the adornment and furnishings of the store, which soon 
gained the patronage of Milwaukee’s leading people and was re- 
garded as one of the finest exclusive shops in this part of the 
country. Miss Lange previously had seventeen years of experience 
in the women’s ready-to-wear departments of the Chapman and 
Gimbel stores and added to her excellent judgment in selection and 
ability in salesmanship were the business-like qualities of Walter. E. 
Lange, who proved a valuable asset in the conduct of their interest. 
In 1926 they opened the Smartwear shop, and conducted it, in 
addition to the Pfister Hotel store, until 1932, when the two were 
merged and incorporated under the name of Smartwear-Emma 
Lange, Inc., this being one of the leading establishments of the kind 
in Wisconsin’s metropolis. Emma Lange died in December, 1936, 
after which Walter Lange continued the successful management 
and control of the business until his own demise. : 

Mr. Lange occupied a very prominent position in the mercantile 
circles of the city and he was at one time president of the Down- 
town Association and served on its board of directors. He was also 
a member of the Better Business Bureau and was constantly study- 
ing methods to improve business conditions in the city, not only for 
his own benefit but for the benefit of others as well. He was 
popular, too, in the social life of the community and had member- 
ship in the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Blue Mound Country 
Club. He likewise belonged to the Milwaukee Association of Com- 
merce and at all times cooperated in the plans and measures for 
the upbuilding of the city and the promotion of the public welfare. 

On the third of December, 1912, Mr. Lange married Ina Walker 

Angle, a daughter of Spencer and Sarah (Walker) Angle, both of 
whom were descended from Pennsylvania Dutch ancestry. Mr. Angle 
followed the occupation of farming, and his interest in civie affairs 
was indicated in the fact that he filled a number of local offices. 
Both he and his wife have now passed away. Mr. and Mrs. Lange 
became parents of two sons and a daughter. Spencer S., who was 
born May 14, 1915, is a graduate of the Milwaukee University School 
and Cornell University. He married Alice Shaughnessy, of Mil- 
aukee, June 18, 1941, and they have one child, David Spencer 
Lange. Spencer Lange was connected with his father’s business 
until he entered military service and is now in World War II. Fred- 
erick Lange, born March 7, 1917, the younger son, is a graduate 
of the Milwaukee University School and spent two years in the 
Wharton business School of the University of Pennsylvania, after 
which he was graduated from the Babson School of Business at 
Boston, Massachusetts. Frederick Lange married Doris Van Deman, 
of Milwaukee, in October, 1943, and has been occupying the position 
of general manager and secretary-treasurer of the business since 
his father’s death. H. Ruth is likewise an alumnus of the Milwaukee 
University School and of Downer Seminary and attended Bennett 
Jr. College. She was born April 15, 1928, and is now working in 
the store. Mrs. W. KE. Lange, since her husband’s death, has been 
president of the company and is active in the management. 

Mr. Lange belonged to the National Retail Dry Goods Association 
and gave most of his time to business but he greatly enjoyed out- 
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door life, particularly fishing, and for some years maintained a 
summer home at Egg Harbor in Door County, Wisconsin, where he 
was vacationing when he became ill and a few days later passed 
from this life. Those who knew him, and he had a wide acquaintance, 
felt the deepest regret at his death, for he had made for himself 
an enviable position in the social, commercial and civic life of the 
city, and all whom he contacted recognized his sterling worth and 
honorable manhood. 


JUDGE THADDEUS J. PRuss had the distinction of being the young- 
est judge in Milwaukee County when he was appointed to the bench 
of the Civil Court in 1932. Endorsement of his faithful and excellent 
service has come in his three subsequent elections since he first took 
his place on the bench. He was then thirty-four years of age, having 
been born in Milwaukee, August 12, 1898. His parents, Joseph and 
Frances (Ceglarski) Pruss, were natives of Poland and are now 
living in.Milwaukee. The father, who was born in 1875, came to 
the United States in 1890, when a youth of fifteen years, in order to 
avoid going into military training, as he would have been forced to 
do had he remained in Europe. In Milwaukee he reached adult age 
and was married. His wife came to this city when about eight years 
of age with her parents and the family. Her father was Joseph 
Ceglarski, a plumber’s helper. Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pruss became 
the parents of four children, of whom the Judge is the eldest, the 
others being: Alois; Adelaide, the wife of John Kane; and Scholastica, 
the wife of Otto Suhr. All are living in Milwaukee. 

Judge Pruss received his early education in the 8. 8. Cyril and 
Methodius parochial school and later attended South Division high 
school. His interest seemed to center in the legal profession and 
he studied law in the night sessions of Marquette University. In 
1922 he successfully passed the required examination that brought 
him license to practice in the courts of Wisconsin and thus neared 
the goal that had long been before him. In the meantime he had 
worked as a reporter on a Polish newspaper from the time he was 
seventeen years of age and he also occupied a position on the Mil- 
waukee Journal, Sentinel and Wisconsin News. He also acted as 
court reporter and interpreter. His fundamental work on news- 
papers proved a most valuable training, greatly broadening his 
knowledge and experience, and in those early days he became a mem- 
ber of the Milwaukee Press Club, with which he is now identified. 

Following his admission to the bar Judge Pruss began practicing 
law in Milwaukee and continued active as an advocate before the 
courts until 1932, when he was appointed by Governor LaF ollette to 
fill the vacancy on the Civil Court bench caused by the death of Judge 


“Michael F. Blenski. A year later Judge Pruss was elected to the 


position and reelected in 1937 and 1943, at which times he was a 
candidate, without opposition, a fact indicative of the public confi- 
dence he has inspired and the excellent record he has made in dis- 
pensing justice. He became the twenty-second judge of the Civil Court 
and the second to preside over branch 3, over which Judge Blenski 
had presided from 1910, when that branch was established. Judge 
Pruss was the first to occupy the bench of this branch in the new 
county courthouse. The civil courts are in closer touch with the people 
than any other court and therefore this is the most important division 
of the judiciary of Milwaukee County. The Judge has closely studied 
the social and economic phases of the law and concentrates on meting 
out real justice in his decisions, which are based upon common sense 
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as well as a comprehensive understanding of legal principles and 
precedents. His work has received high commendation from both 
bench and bar of Wisconsin and reflects credit upon the judicial his- 
tory of the state. 

Judge Pruss has also been active in the leading Polish organiza- 
tions of the city—those that seek public progress and improvement 
and the adoption of higher standards of citizenship. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Loyal Order of Moose and he also has member- 
ship in the Tuckaway Country Club. 

Judge Pruss married Sophie Maychrzycki, a daughter of Valen- 
tine and Victoria Maychrzycki, both of whom were born in Poland 
but came to America when young children. The father was a printer 
by trade, became the owner of a print shop and was one of the organ- 
izers of the daily paper Kuryer Polski of Milwaukee, which was estab- 
lished in 1886 and is the oldest Polish daily paper published in the 
United States. Both he and his wife are now deceased. Mrs. Pruss 
completed her education at the University of Michigan. The Judge 
and his wife have one daughter, Camille, who is a graduate of St. 
Mary’s Academy and is now a student at Mount Mary College. 


GEORGE L. WEIAND is the funeral director of the Weiand Funeral 
Home of Milwaukee, at 3412 West Center Street and is thus con- 
nected with one of the old business houses of the city, it having been 
established eighty-five years ago by his grandfather, so that he is 
of the third generation of the family in the business. He was born 
in Milwaukee, June 20, 1896, a son of Nicholas and Margaret (Jonen) 
Weiand, both natives of Wisconsin. The father, who was born in 
Milwaukee, June 30, 1860, and died in this city December 26, 1917, 
was a son of Nicholas Weiand, who was born in Germany and came 
to this city many years ago. He was a cabinetmaker by trade and 
he also conducted a livery business in that era before funeral direct- 
ors owned their own hearses and carriages. In the early period of 
his residence here he made caskets and eventually he entered the 
undertaking business, in which he continued for a number of years, 
his death occurring in Milwaukee in 1909. His son, Nicholas Weiand, 
learned embalming under his father’s direction and entered the 
business with him, remaining in active association with the funeral 
home until his demise. His wife, who was born near the town of 
Granville in Milwaukee County, died March 4, 1924. She was a 
daughter of Henry Jonen, who was born in Germany and on coming 
to the United States cast in his lot with the pioneer farmers of 
Milwaukee County. In the family of Nicholas and Margaret (Jonen) 
Weiand are five sons, all living in Milwaukee, as follows: Nic, who 
is a funeral director of this city; Henry, who is the vice president of 
the Drake Brothers Company, wholesale dealers in drugs; John A., 
who is a salesman with the Cream City Casket Company; George, 
who is the fourth in order of birth; and Alois J., who is connected 
with the city engineering department of Milwaukee. 

In the pursuit of his education George L. Weiand attended the 
Marquette high school and the Marquette University School of Km- 
balming and for a time was a student in the Cream City Business 
College. He received his early business experience and training 
under his father’s direction, joining the business as a representative 
of the family in the third generation. He early displayed skill and 
knowledge of the work and he has always continued along this line. 
The Weiand Funeral Home was originally on Eleventh, near Cherry 
street and later at Twenty-fourth and Lisbon, where his elder brother, 
Nic, is now carrying on the business. George L. Weiand built the 
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present funeral home at 3412 Center Street in 1925. It is attractive 
and dignified, both as to interior and exterior finishing and is well 
arranged, so that he can give to the public the service desired. He 
belongs to the National Funeral Directors Association, the Wisconsin 
State Funeral Directors Association and the Milwaukee County 
Funeral Directors Association, and of the last named has served as 
secretary, filling that office for six years. 

Mr. Weiand married Albina Forster, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Joseph and Albina (Dagelen) Forster, who were also 
natives of this city. Her father is now deceased, but her mother 
is still living in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Weiand are now the 
parents of two daughters and a son. The eldest, Margaret, a grad- 
uate of’ Holy Angels Academy, is now the wife of Hugo Masuhr, 
of Milwaukee, and they have one son, Mark Masuhr. Leroy Weiand 
is now in military service as a member of the Army Air Corps, 
attached to the military police. He was graduated from the Mar- 
quette high school and spent two years as a student in Marquette 
University before joining the service. He is now twenty-one years 
of age. The youngest of the family is Shirley, eleven years of age. 
Mr. Weiand is a member of the Catholic church and of St. Joseph’s 
Society. He is also connected with the Schwaben Society and St. 
Michael’s Society, and he is a member of St. Joseph’s bowling team. 
His favorite recreation is bowling, which he greatly enjoys in his 
leisure hours, but he allows nothing to interfere with the faithful 
performance of his business duties. 


STANLEY B. SHERMAN, the vice president and general manager of 
the Wisconsin Gas & Electric Company of Racine, with which busi- 
ness he has been identified since 1919, was born in Salem, New York, 
October 11, 1881, a son of Daniel E. and Janet (Braymer) Sherman, 
the latter a native of Hebron, Vermont. The father, who was born in 
Salem, New York, became a potato and wool buyer, a rancher and a 
merchant, carrying on business in Kansas and in Colorado. He also 
served as postmaster at Montrose, Colorado, under the administration 
of President William McKinley, and he died in 1920, having long 
survived his wife, who passed away in 1888, at the comparatively 
early age of twenty- nine years. 

Stanley B. Sherman pursued his early education in the schools 
of his native city, in Hebron, Vermont, and in Montrose, Colorado, 
being graduated from the high school of Montrose as a member of 
the class of 1897. He also spent one year as a student in the Colorado 
Agricultural College at Fort Collins, Colorado. Later he was gradu- 
ated from the Armour Institute of Chicago, now the Illinois School 
of Technology, on the completion of a course in electrical engineering, 
and then became associated with the Saginaw City Gas Company, 
while later he also was identified with the Bay City Gas Company, 
both of Michigan, operating the plants in the two cities for a period 
of seven years. He was then transferred to the Flint Gas Company 
of Flint, Michigan, which was under the same ownership as the two 
plants with which he was formerly connected and operated the Flint 
plant, while his next transfer took him to the Peoria Gas & Electric 
Company, all of these properties becoming a part of the Common- 
wealth Southern Company. All through these years he was gaining 
added valuable experience and knowledge, making him an active 
factor in the control of important public utilities. 

In 1919 he became identified with the Wisconsin Gas & Electric 
Company as superintendent of the gas plant at Racine and subse- 
quently he was made gas engineer and next chief engineer of the gas 
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and electric plants. In November, 1938, he was advanced to the! 
responsible position of general manager of the company, and on the! 
Ist of May, 1940, his duties were further expanded to include those of! 
vice president as well as general manager. The business in Racine 
was established in 1858, under the name of the Racine Gas Light) 
Company, and has since been carried on. In 1912 the Wisconsin Gas 
& Electric Company absorbed several smaller companies and the 
Racine company, now a part of the Wisconsin Gas & Electric Com-| 
pany, is a subsidiary of the Wisconsin Electric Power Company of 
Milwaukee. Mr. Sherman is familiar with every phase of the business 
in its practical operation and along scientific lines as well, for he is a 
registered engineer and has had broad and varied experience in his 
chosen field from the days of his early manhood to the present time. 

The 21st of June, 1907, was the wedding day of Stanley B. Sher- 
man and Adelaide Smith, a daughter of George E. and Anna Smith. | 
Her father was a patternmaker by trade, following that business in 
Saginaw and in Flint, Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Sherman have one 
son, S. Braymer Sherman, who was born July 15, 1910. He was 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin with the Bachelor of 
Arts degree and is now connected with the Western Printing & 
Lithographing Company of Racine. He married Camilla Burrows, 
and they have one child, Camilla Adelaide, who was born September 
4, 1942. Mrs. Adelaide (Smith) Sherman died April 19, 1938, and 
Mr. Sherman was again married December 28, 1943, when Mrs. 
Elaine Marshall became his wife. She is a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Freeman, her father having been the owner of the Freeman 
Manufacturing Company for many years and a well known resident 
of Racine. Mr. and Mrs. Sherman reside at 5664 North Bay Drive 
in Racine. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and a member of the 
Shrine, and he is a communicant of the Episcopal church, while 
politically he votes with the Republican party, having always sup- 
ported its principles since attaining his majority. His leisure hours 
are devoted to golf and fishing but his business affairs make heavy 
demand upon his time and energies, and it has been through his close 
application and well developed capability that he has risen to the 
creditable place which he now occupies in the business circles of 
southeastern Wisconsin. 


JOHN S. BEST, a member of the Wisconsin bar, practicing in Mil- 
waukee, where he largely gives his attention to tax matters, is asso- 
ciated with the well known law firm of Lecher, Michael, Spohn & 
Best, with offices at 110 East Wisconsin Avenue. He was born at 
Arlington Heights, Illinois, May 18, 1906, and is a son of Dr. Bruce 
and Genevieve (Stevens) Best, who are still residents of Arlington 
Heights, where the father was born and where he has been a prac- 
ticing physician for many years. He and his father, Dr. John E. Best, 
have had their office on the same site for more than a half century 
and both have occupied high place in professional circles. Dr. Bruce 
Best married Genevieve Stevens, who was born in Lake County, Illi- 
nois, a daughter of Dr. John V. Stevens, a descendant of a very early 
American family that was established in the Empire State when the 
Dutch and English were first settling there and representatives of 
. the Stevens family served in the Revolutionary War and the War 
of 1812. When in the early 1850s the Stevens family removed to the 
West they located in Lake County, Illinois, and in 1877 removed to 
Jefferson County, Wisconsin. The maternal grandfather of Mr. Best 
became a practicing physician in several places in this state, including 
Prairie du Sac, Jefferson and Janesville, and he also taught medicine 
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in a Chicago school. His last days were spent in Janesville, Rock 
County, where he passed away in 1938. In the family of Dr. Bruce 


and Genevieve (Stevens) Best are two sons, the brother of John 38. 


Best being Richard Best, who attended the University of Wisconsin 
as a member of the class of 1934, and is now engaged in the adver- 
tising business. 

John S. Best received his early educational training in the schools 


of Arlington Heights, Illinois, and was graduated from the Carl 


Schurz high school in Chicago with the class of 1924. He won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree on graduating from the school of commerce 
of the University of Wisconsin in 1928 and then took up the study 
of law there, gaining the LL.B. degree in 1930. The following year 
the degree of Certified Public Accountant was bestowed on him. Fol- 
lowing his admission to the bar in 19380 he immediately became income 
tax counsel for the Wisconsin Tax Commission, with which he was 
connected for eight years or until 1938. He then became an associate 
of the law firm of Lecher, Michael, Whyte & Spohn, and, in 1948, a 
member of the successor firm, Lecher, Michael, Spohn & Best. - He 
has given special attention to tax law, on which subject he is par- 
ticularly well versed. His opinions indicate clear and comprehensive 
understanding of tax matters and are strongly endorsed by others 
prominent in this branch of legal work. 

In his college days Mr. Best became a member of Sigma Nu, Phi 
Alpha Delta and Alpha Kappa Psi and was elected to membership in 
Beta Gamma Sigma, as well as the Order of the Coif. Along strictly 
professional lines his connection is with the American Bar Associa- 
tion, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar 
Association. He likewise belongs to the Wisconsin Society of Certified 
Public Accountants, of which he was formerly a director. His reli- 
gious faith is that of the Methodist church and his recreational inter- 
ests are indicated in the fact that he is a member of the South Shore 
Yacht Club. 

Mr. Best married Pamelia Laurence, a native of Memphis, Ten- 
nessee, who was reared and married in Delavan, Wisconsin. She is a 
daughter of A. A. and Mary (Sage) Laurence, the father now de- 
ceased, while the mother is living in California. Mrs. Best is a grad- 
uate of the University of Wisconsin, of the class of 1929, at which 
time she received her Bachelor of Arts degree. Mr. and Mrs. Best 
have three children: Pamelia, who was born in Madison, Wisconsin, 
in 1986; Bruce, who was born in Milwaukee in 1939; and Mary, born 
in Milwaukee in 1940. 


CHARLES I. WESLEY, president of the Wesley Steel Treating Com- 
pany of Milwaukee and identified with other important industrial 
enterprises of the state, was born May 23, 1893, in the city where he 
now makes his home, his parents having come from Czechoslovakia. 
He supplemented his preliminary educational training, received in 
the grade schools, by study at the South Division high school, from 
which he received his diploma in 1918. This was followed by two 
years at the Milwaukee State Normal School, for his first ambition 
was to be a teacher. Both in high school and at normal he served 
as president of his class. He took work from Purdue and Marquette 
universities and also took a series of courses through the extension 
division of the University of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Wesley forsook the teaching profession upon graduation. He 
and his father thereupon organized the Milwaukee Heat Treating 
Company, which two years later became the Wesley Steel Treating 
Company. Organization plans were effected on July 12, 1915. De- 
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termined to succeed in this new venture, Charles I. Wesley steadily 
acquired new friends through his aggressive nature and natural busi- 
ness ability, with the result that commercial metal treating brought 
fame to the Wesley name, and the Wesley tradition of sound business 
practice was mentioned wherever steel treating was discussed. Not 
least among the reasons for conducting a successful enterprise for 
twenty-nine years has been the ability of Mr. Wesley to understand 
the problems of and promote harmony with and among the men who 
worked under him, the result being that labor relations in his plants 
have continuously set a standard that industry may well follow. 

After fifteen years spent in the shop Charles I. Wesley accepted 
the managerial and financial responsibility of the business, while his 
father, a tower of strength, brought confidence and satisfaction to the 
trade through his knowledge of good heat-treating practice. Today 
the Wesley interests comprise three active and progressive piants in 
Wisconsin, along Lake Michigan’s shores, including the Wesley Steel 
Treating Company of Milwaukee, of which Charles I. Wesley has 
been president since the death of his father in March, 1937; the Wes- 
ley Metal Treating Company of Racine, and the Wesley Heat Treating 
Company of Manitowoc. Mr. Wesley is general manager of the latter 
two plants. 

The active participation of Mr. Wesley in public, civic and busi- 
ness affairs of Milwaukee covers a wide scope. His interest in matters 
of citizenship is manifested in the active and effective support he has 
given to the Republican party. He has closely studied the vital prob- 
lems before the country and has sought to assist the small business 
man in improving his status and opportunities for survival in the 
support of legislative measures to ease the tax burden. 

Mr. Wesley became a candidate for the office of lieutenant gover- 
nor of Wisconsin in 1942, seeking to emulate Karel Jonas, the only 
man of Czech descent ever to occupy that high state office. Although 
defeated in his first political venture, he polled a large vote. He be- 
longs to the Twenty-fourth Ward Republican Club of Milwaukee and 
was serving on the State Central Statutory Committee of the Repub- 
lican party, of which he was treasurer, but resi:ned that position when 
he decided to announce his candidacy for the office of lieutenant gov- 
ernor. He is also connected with the Fourth Congressional District 
Republican Club. 

As a civic and community leader Mr. Wesley ranks high in Mil- 
waukee. He served as a member of the Milwaukee Midsummer Festi- 
val Commission and is a member of the Milwaukee Board of Harbor 
Commissioners. He belongs to the Milwaukee Association of 
Commerce, is a director of the South Division Civic Association and 
has served as chairman of the American-Czech Civic Council of Mil- 
waukee. Any project which he believes will promote the general good 
receives his endorsement and support. His interest in South Division 
high school, of which he is an alumnus, was manifest in his service 
to advance the plans for the celebration of the school’s fiftieth anni- 
versary in 19438. 

Charles I. Wesley is a trustee of the Town Hall of Milwaukee and 
is secretary of selective service board No, 24. He is serving on the 
board of the Salvation Army of Milwaukee, is a sustaining member 
of the Boy Scouts of America and belongs to Garrison No. 90 of the 
Army and Navy Union. Mr. Wesley holds memberships in the South 
Side Old Settlers Club, the Sokols, the National Czech Alliance, the 
National Small Business Men’s Association, the National Manufac- 
turers Association and the Wisconsin Manufacturers Association. 
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The breadth of Mr. Wesley’s interests and his broad humanitarian 
spirit are manifested by his membership in the Milwaukee Round 
Table of Christians and Jews, the Loyal Order of Moose, the Benev- 
olent and Protective Order of Elks and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. 
He is a Rotarian and a member of the Wisconsin Club, City Club and 
Milwaukee Athletic Club. His business interests are represented by 
his membership in the American Society for Testing Materials, the 
American Society for Metals, the American Foundrymen’s Associa- 
tion and the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical Engi- 
neers. His leadership in the field of commercial metal treating is 
evidenced by the fact that he has just completed his third term as 
president of the Metal Treating Institute. 

Charles I. Wesley married Ann Frances Smejkal, and with their 
two children, Nancy Ann and Charles Robert, they reside at 3445 
South Thirty-eighth Street in Milwaukee. Harold Ray Wesley, now 
serving as a gunner on a B24 bomber, was born on June 4, 1924, and 
is the third child, of Mr. Wesley’s first marriage to Lauretta Thiessen- 
husen Wesley, who died on June 9, 1924. 


JOHN WILLIAM MICHAEL, largely devoting his attention to patent 
law, is associated with the firm of Lecher, Michael, Spohn & Best 
of Milwaukee. A native of Pennsylvania, he was born at Columbia, 
Lancaster County, August 14, 1891, a son of John W. and Mary 
(Young) Michael, who were also natives of the Keystone State and 
representatives of early American families, one of the ancestors in 
the paternal line having served as a chaplain in the Revolutionary 
War. 

John W. Michael, father of him whose name introduces this review, 
was a newspaper man in Pennsylvania and in Syracuse, New York, 
and later was in the printing office of the United States Government 
in Washington, D. C., where his death occurred in 1933. His wife 
has also passed away. In the family were two sons and a daughter: 
Spencer B., who is now a lawyer of Washington; Pauline, the wife 
of Harry Harrison and also living in the national capital; and John W. 

The last named was but a small boy when the family removed to 
Washington, where he was reared and educated, enjoying and ben- 
efiting by the privileges of the capital city, where consciously and un- 
consciously a child always acquires broad knowledge of governmental 
affairs and political conditions. He pursued a preparatory course in 
the Technical high school and then took up engineering in George 
Washington University, where he also studied law for a time. He 
completed his preparation for the bar in the Kent College of Law in 
Chicago, there winning his LL.B. degree in 1918. In the same year 
he was admitted to the practice of law in the courts of Illinois and 
six years later was admitted to the Wisconsin bar. 

Mr. Michael began practice in Chicago with the firm of Sheridan, 
Jones, Sheridan & Smith, and since his removal to Milwaukee in 
1924 he has been associated with the firm of Bottom, Hudenall, Lecher, 
Michael & Whyte and its successor, the present firm of Lecher, 
Michael, Spohn & Best. He has largely confined his attention to 
patent law, and his engineering course in George Washington Uni- 
versity has been of immense benefit to him in this field. He had 
also been a student in the Columbia School of Drafting in Washing- 
ton, and the knowledge thus acquired is continually being drawn upon 
in his patent law work. He is president of the Milwaukee Patent 
Bar Association. He is a member of the American, Chicago and 
Milwaukee (president 1944) Patent Law Associations and he also 
belongs to the American Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar 
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Association and the Milwaukee County Bar Association, and his 
fellow members of the legal profession recognize his ability and attest 
his superior worth in the branch of law which claims the major part 
of his time and attention. Over a period of several years Mr. Michael 
served as special master in chancery in patent cases under Judge 
Geiger in the United States District Court, Milwaukee. He has 
served on the legislative committees of the American and Chicago 
Patents Bar associations, the legal advisory board of the Selective 
Service Administration, and has served as chairman of the Milwaukee 
County war price and rationing board 40-10. 

Mr. Michael married Frances Pound, of Chicago, a daughter of 
Ernst and Minnie (Campbell) Pound. They have four children. 
John, the eldest, received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Beloit 
College, also studied at Dartmouth and was preparing for his Master’s 
degree at Northwestern University when he left school to enter 
service in World War IJ, in which he is now a sergeant with the 
infantry forces. Robert, the second son, was graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania with a degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Economics and he is now corporal in the United States Army Air 
Corps, stationed in India. He married Patricia Hale, a daughter of 
Colonel J. Tracy and Caroline H. Hale, the former one of the founders 
and the vice president of the Milwaukee Company. Bayard, the third 
son, is an instructor in engineering at Brown University at Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. Nancy, the only daughter in the family, is at- 
tending Downer Seminary of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Michael’s legal fraternity is Phi Delta Phi. He belongs to 
the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Wisconsin Club, the Milwaukee 
Country Club, which indicates his appreciation of the social amenities 
of life. He has membership in St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, in which 
he is serving as a vestryman, and for recreation he turns to golf 
and fishing. 


JOSEPH T. JOHNSON, the president of the Milwaukee Company, 
handling investment securities, with offices at 207 East Michigan 
Street in Milwaukee, was one of the organizers of this corporation 
and has been continuously identified therewith as an official. Born 
at Laurens, South Carolina, May 28,:1894, he is a son of Joseph T. 
and Sarah (Anderson) Johnson, who were also natives. of South 
Carolina and representatives of old southern families. Among the 
ancestors of the family were those who served in the Revolutionary 
War and in the Civil War. His father, who was a native of Laurens 
County, was a member of Congress for many years and United States 
district judge of the western district of South Carolina at Spartan- 
burg. He died in 1919. His mother is still living in Spartanburg, 
and all of the seven children of the family, with the exception of 
Mr. Johnson of this review, are still residents of South Carolina. 

Joseph Travis Johnson supplemented his preliminary education 
by study in Wofford College at Spartanburg from 1910 until 1912 
and attended George Washington University in 1914. The follow- 
ing year he started in the financial field as an internal revenue agent 
and in 1916 he came to Wisconsin, being sent here by the United 
States treasury department as an agent for the internal revenue 
service, in which capacity he continued until January 1, 1923. He 
served as Internal Revenue Agent in charge of the Wisconsin Division 
from October, 1920, to March, 1923. He resigned to become identified 
with the Second Ward Securities Company of Milwaukee. He was 
manager of its municipal bond department from 1926 until 1928. 
He became one of the organizers of the Milwaukee Company in Janu- 
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ary, 1929, and was one of its vice presidents, filling that office until 
1934, when he was elected to the presidency and has since been 
retained in this official connection. Throughout his business career 
he has been associated with financial affairs and in addition to this 
business he is a director of Northwest Air Lines, Inc., and is much 
interested in the progress of aerial transportation. 

Mr. Johnson was married July 5, 1917, to Miss Ruth Hennessey. 
He belongs to the Methodist church and is widely known in club 
circles, where his social qualities make for friendship and popularity. 
He has membership in the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, University, and 
Milwaukee Country Clubs, Milwaukee Yacht Club, all of Milwaukee 
and The Wings Club of New York. His college fraternity is Delta 
Tau Delta and he is an independent in his political opinions. His 
hobbies are sailing and flying. 


JAMES S. FORNARY. It may be a trite saying that America is the 
land of opportunity, but it is a fact of which every citizen is proud, 
and there is no more enviable term heard in this country than that 
of “‘a self-made man.” This title has been won by James S. Fornary, 
who at the early age of eleven years started out to provide for his 
own support and who today ranks with the representative lawyers 
of Racine, enjoying an extensive, growing and important practice, 
with offices at 215 Sixth Street. 

Mr. Fornary was born in Italy, April 24, 1905, a son of Giulio 
and Matilda (Chevoli) Fornary, who were also of Italian birth. The 
father died in his native land in 1911 and in 1914 the mother came 
to the United States, later establishing her home in Racine, where 
she is still living at the advanced age of eighty-three years. 

James 8. Fornary attended school in Italy for a year and at the 
age of nine accompanied his mother and brother to the new world. 
They located first in Elgin, Illinois, and in 1919 removed to Racine, 
where James Fornary completed a public school education by gradua- 
tion from the high school, having completed the four-year course 
in three years, graduating with the February, 1924, class. He next 
attended the Marquette University Law School and the Bachelor of 
Laws degree was conferred on him in June, 1929. He had depended 
upon his own resources for a living from the age of eleven, working 
in various ways to provide for his support, and he had married and 
had a son two years of age when he completed his law course. All 
through his life, however, he has been actuated by a laudable ambition 
that has carried him steadily forward, enabling him to overcome all 
the obstacles and difficulties that have beset his path, and the wise 
use he has made of his opportunities has established him in a creditable 
and enviable position at the bar. He began practice in Racine follow- 
ing the completion of his studies in Milwaukee and here he has 
steadily advanced, winning many notable cases before the courts. 

At all times Mr. Fornary has been deeply interested in civie affairs 
affecting the welfare of city and state. He served as a member of the 
Racine library board for a number of years and in October, 1939, 
became connected with the governor’s office as counsel and director 
for the research department, spending three and a half days each 
week in the governor’s office. He resigned from that position on 
January 1, 1945. He is also a very close friend and confidant of 
Governor Goodland. In addition to his professional and official ac- 
tivities he has farming interests, having made investment in land 
near Racine that is carefully cultivated under his supervision. 

On the 22d of May, 1926, Mr. Fornary married Helen Snead, a 
daughter of Arthur and Fannie (Ford) Snead, both natives of Craw- 
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ford County, Wisconsin, while for many years her father has been 
a stationary engineer of Racine. Mr. and Mrs. Fornary have two 
children: Giulio J. A., who was born June 21, 1927; and Jill La Vette, 
born July 4, 1931. The family are members of the Methodist church 
and Mr. Fornary belongs to the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
His wife is very active in the Red Cross and has been captain of the 
Red Cross Motor Corps for eight years. She is also eligible to mem- 
bership in the Daughters of the American Revolution and she takes 
a very helpful part in church work. 

Mr. Fornary’s hobbies are politics and Boy Scout work. Politically 
he has always been a stanch Republican, has attended many conven- 
tions of the party, is at all times well informed concerning the vital 
goyernmental problems before community, commonwealth or country, 
and served as chairman of the Republican Voluntary Club of Racine 
County for two years and as chairman of. the Statutory Club of 
Racine for the past three years. His interest in the welfare of youth 
is shown in the fact that he is serving on the executive committee of 
the Racine County Council of Boy Scouts of America and was chair- 
man of the cubbing committee and field commissioner of the county 
organization for a number of years. He belongs to the Royal Arcanum, 
the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Sons of Italy and the Masons, 
while along strictly professional lines he is connected with the 
Racine County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the American Bar Association. The family residence is at No. 1318 
Quincy Avenue in Racine. 


HARRY B. HALL, executive vice president of Klau-Van Pietersom- 
Dunlap Associates, Inc., conducting an advertising and merchandis- 
ing business in Milwaukee, was born in Wellington, Ohio, October 
10, 1884, a son of Herbert W. and Eva (Sage) Hall. On both the 
paternal and maternal sides he is descended from English ancestors 
who came to America at a very early era in the settlement of this 
country and both families were represented in the Colonial Army 
in its struggle for national independence. Lyman Hall, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, was also a direct ancestor 
of Harry B. Hall. His parents are now deceased. Harry B. Hall 
was one of three children. A sister, Miss Bessie EK. Hall, was former 
executive director of the Social Service Clearing House, Cleveland, 
Ohio, and is now retired; a brother, Warren S. Hall, is chief engineer 
of Carnegie-Ilinois Steel Company at Chicago. 

Harry Bb, Hall obtained his preliminary education in the schools 
of Wellington, where he attended high school. At nineteen years of 
age he inherited his father’s grocery store and took charge of the 
business, which he conducted successfully. After a time he became 
interested in the manufacturing and marketing of storage batteries, 
and that business took him to Cleveland, Ohio. Later he became 
associated with the American Multigraph Company, also of Cleve- 
land. In 1916 he joined the organization of the American Appraisal 
Company, and with that company became successively manager of 
the company’s St. Louis and Cincinnati offices and general sales and 
advertising manager and member of the board of directors located at 
the company’s home office in Milwaukee. In 1935 he became the 
executive vice president of Klau-Van Pietersom-Dunlap Associates, 
Inc., having purchased the interest of Mr. Klau from his estate. In 
1932 he was elected to the presidency of the Milwaukee Association 
of Commerce. He has also served as president of the Rotary Club 
of Milwaukee and of the Milwaukee University School, has been a 


a) 


iar 
woud Bast roittnd ee me 


nina To did Nie huh pevidiaadl oft to cpantiesdty uh boven f 


“anes od} Yo royisiketonis ‘fl ie bus ‘ys de Trt 7r0) ivicehita ott Yo. 


ee oe Tuanete ais HOT) nplek: A te: daortadasi oh sett 


a ar ae ‘or 
Bort a), | 


AAS wae. oy 

cual i bl wa Rey 
wv sl ooalW .yseiuo) brsot 

fut “Oe “oniMRA Yo rer iacioitate 2 


ated ii > : 


ove ova cayeie’d 2H 
ote? sl Chik iowa Per i erart. nved cuw otw ,A 6 onthe wapaboe! 
‘ionuriy daivoddeNe ot Yo exadmantare ylietat sf. hdtat irc 
wolintexn!A napeiathe & “aos gout “ty alt negra ony tat | 
ai? to re haert k usr ange ime eap41) hod oat Bi tied ae 
<meta 2 ahs ‘33 io oule al ode .eiday dilis 11 eqaod Ie 
szoded de Des welloterodt tebsrionet. oil) to & voirigneG poe we i f 
stove dodo. a Pak ly 
qHavitiol ltrow Joe Yoel bie asiiion are wei anet 
“Aovane is BOB aan dipoidoqyn Honeta 6 woad rei 
lofiv olf. ooinadao baetebed Wow noid fe ty at eng . 
fo Fach omtimop AAG as 9 rol: Si urmotetersey | HOetIet y 


4 1079 
baa 
4%" v4 e 


i, doi? vote oat to. hnectiany 4s bac etbey Oe Ot ER 


* a } 
djde', 40 Stsitow a wi tearwaiul eiti <asoy sould Joga, ol? tor. onions 


as pert jits oo) 019) Tue “Oo oat iy QHi¥ [9H 2! ast Jasls ra Ter aid mi wwore 
tied aw ag TEENA 10 e510 2 you Jo lewmed tawo0 otto edt” 
> A ¥ 


maneik laveotl a, Seandiad oll .s1a97 to toda rete 
cuoesnlly ori Wiis’ 4¥ tid Yo HIIOG of). waren) Ye sgh Jats ort : 
ady (iw Ales ay On dott Lisito ipasioig. vilortte a ide 
yothelsowed’ ‘oll afahenieiiouet! ond ,notlaeioer A Hel 


GIRS of do «i sondebieet uimes adl .nonsmoes A tel Be nancy po : 2. 
vit ois OL sl pati ws 
Al) ‘ 


oer wy ¥-Uapb io Inaiiesta ak ovijpnon A a Peta @ 
sibaadoien: bie walenievba: hh sitorbae) , onl ae 4 pl 
cadets wit) “Aetilet al ied enw senrevelltt ae 3 
eft aiod (Or (Hel Copel avth oak ry ott 4G Woe 

esgeooin deiterGl cot bobastash et oeot ie) Laity ee 
aid} do duSorealtige ed ah ao Pinar ey ai ee cul tant ks | ‘of ost 
vintth tatnolood ait ini bajuaoonyp wie aoilizant i be 

f)? Toone fim aac. «owshe eet eB ccphins vas ty 


isht a yaseht ~ bveusnot woe yt pier at 
A of eet ake Vioteie A 
irs Pee. 2 ' ‘F* UL 8 Like pes: jas C4 
WSs THils Tabs9 Bl Tutt Pe” srt W atte ql A ORAS Y. GH 
ne opr aid) Ja ogame): Laghe 2108 
gloudo. adlt-eb sorts occu iia eis fractiadclen: Ut 
fo nese nosis ” jen Varco ist lp: Lenght Ah aot ef 
aly ao wus font UUA DIDS CRIS soil aba 
heed sal stanokne hr rit é. rehee io AY De is toubr Oo a 
pated s463as4 16 7 i tye Wih Bet Si) a Se ET 8 
biti aif inl. JoldOsbanivels ide oh 
Swigkd. te onli. nau (uo ere ts ists, pe 
Deibigad, unptemdk ott to ablesrtie ony | Bey 
Yo Noeguant MiSvimesaaus, gine woraoios: dt 
huts: Sa Liteitep’ hes eesihe seni, bay aliiDs AG AN 
1S Lah. ant ahutos vith ce basen! Arrkt day RMA, itis pie wu nere 
oii ited of Gee. oat unlans nR ot eather GOR 
‘eottd oihege fe quite meesasis te 2gHT a. a bt 3 


pogabidca “oiAmgas | M gt Nu Wrst cot | 
Ol: YT RUA SAT Te St ceshfiersg Bas. Das" Yer 
a sae autt Bi bia ‘Wifestoy itt Je eine dy ay : 


TON ESTIMA! TSP oO 


BIOGRAPHY 445 


director of the Milwaukee county community fund and served in 
many other community service organizations and activities. 

In 1904 Mr. Hall married Grace Daniels, of Mansfield, Ohio. They 
have two children. The son, Herbert W. Hall, born in 1916, is a 
graduate of Milwaukee University School, attended the University 
of Chicago and Princeton University and also studied at Oxtord Uni- 
versity in England. He is now editor of the Wisconsin farm paper 
Dairyland News, published at Lake Mills, Wisconsin, where he resides 
with his wife, the former Eileen Sylvester, of Ripon, Wisconsin, and 
two sons, Harry Gordon Hall, now about four years of age, and 
David, one and one-half years old. The daughter, Marjorie, born 
in 1905, attended Northwestern University, Evanston, illinois, and 
is now the wife of Oliver Petran, of Milwaukee, and the mother of 
one daughter, Nancy Perry Petran, ten years of age. 


Louris A. Fons, president of Fons & Company of Milwaukee, was 
born in that city August 24, 1878. He was the eldest child of Frank 
and Mary (Piszezek) Fons, both natives of Poland, who came to 
America in 1871. The father was employed as a blacksmith by an 
iron company for many years. . 

Mr. Fons received his elementary education in the parochial 
schools of Milwaukee. Family circumstances made it necessary for 
him to assume responsibilities early in life. Although his formal 
training ended when he took his first job at the age of fourteen, he 
continued his education by reading and observation in the school of 
life. Working twelve to fifteen hours a day for six days a-week in 
the real estate office of M. J. Wawrzyniakowski, he received two dol- 
lars a week. In 1894 he accepted employment with the C. J. Smith 
Manufacturing Company and three years later with the Milwaukee 
Fire Insurance Company but retained his association at all times with 
the real estate firm by working evenings. 

His interest in baseball in those early days was to be the means 
of starting him on the road to success. Playing semi-professional 
baseball, he was able to save three hundred dollars by the time he 
reached his twenty-first birthday. With these savings and borrowing 
an equal sum he became a partner-in the real estate business, the 
firm title being Wawrzyniakowski & Fons. In 1897 the office was 
located in a small building on South Fifth Street just north of West 
Mitchell Street. The office furniture consisted of one second-hand 
desk, a kitchen table used as a desk, a few kitchen chairs, a pine- 
matched counter and a plank bench for customers. With Mr. Fons 
as manager the business grew rapidly and by 1910 the firm moved to 
more spacious quarters at the northwest corner of Mitchell and South 
Sixth streets. | 

About this time Mr. Fons bought the interest of his partner, Mr. 
Wawrzyniakowski, and took his brothers, Edward and Frank, into 
the business. It was then that the company became Fons & Company. 
In 1919 the firm was incorporated and Louis A. Fons became presi- 
dent. His younger brothers, John and Stephen, were also admitted 
as members of the corporation. Six years later the company moved 
to its present location at 929 West Mitchell Street. 

During the career Fons & Company platted seventeen subdivisions, 
fourteen plats of which are recorded. The firm has built more than 
one thousand homes, mostly on the south side of Milwaukee. Their 
most important development was in the section south of Oklahoma 
Avenue to Morgan Avenue, west of South Eighth to South Eighteenth 
streets. Due entirely to the efforts of Louis A. Fons this section has 
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been transformed from farm land into a beautiful residential section 
and will stand as a lasting monument to the enterprising spirit of its 
creator. 

In 1903 Mr. Fons took over the management of the National Sav- 
ings & Loan Association. It then had assets of eighty thousand dollars 
but its condition was not very satisfactory, for the Wisconsin Bank- 
ing Commission was considering the liquidation of the association. 
He held the offices of secretary and treasurer of the association until 
1939, when he became president, a position he still retains. The results 
of his efforts can be seen in the balance sheet of the association. In 
1930 the assets reached the seven million mark but during the de- 
pression years (1930-39) these assets shrunk to two million. The 
last five years show a steady gain in assets and reserves. The asso- 
ciation is federally insured. 

Mr. Fons takes his civic responsibilities seriously and served his 
country as a member of the Wisconsin State Legislature as senator 
from the Highth district during the 1918 term. His son, Leonard, was 
later elected to the same office. In 1916 Mr. Fons was elected a dele- 
gate to the national Republican convention. He has membership in 
the Polish National Alliance, the Polish Association of America, the 
Catholic Order of Foresters and the Knights of Columbus. 

On September 23, 1902, Mr. Fons married Celia Sonnenberg. They 
have a family of three sons and one daughter. Leonard, the eldest, 
was graduated from Marquette University law school and finished 
his postgraduate work at the Catholic University of America and 
Georgetown University at Washington, D. C. He ig mentioned else- 
where in this publication. Al, the second son, was graduated from 
Holy Cross College at Worcester, Massachusetts, and earned fame 
as a professional baseball player. He is now secretary and treasurer 
of the National Savings & Loan Association. Louis attended Mar- 
quette University of Milwaukee, and is associated with the National 
Savings & Loan Association as bookkeeper. The daughter, Esther 
Louise, after attending Marquette University became the wife of 
3runo Hibner. 


WILLIAM C. BUCHANAN, president of Globe Steel Tubes Company, 
one of the important industrial enterprises of Milwaukee, was born 
in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, May 8, 1888, a son of Joseph William 
and Clara A. (Unruh) Buchanan, both representatives of early east- 
ern families and both now deceased. The father was engaged in 
the steel business. 

William C. Buchanan obtained his education in the schools of 
his native city, where at an early age he began working in the steel 
mills. During the course of an active business career he has been 
connected in official capacities with the Cambria Steel Company of 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania; the Donnor Steel Corporation of Buffalo, 
New York; the American Tube & Stamping Company of Bridgeport, 
Connecticut; the Bethlehem Steel Company and the Trumbull Steel 
Company of Warren, Ohio. 

Mr. Buchanan entered the financial field in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
in 1929 moved to Peoria, Illinois, where he became identified as an 
official with the Keystone Steel & Wire Company. Since 1936 
he has been with the Globe Steel Tubes Company, of which he 
is the president, and in January, 1942, he was made president of 
the Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company of Milwaukee, but 
resigned in April of that year although retaining his membership 
on the board of directors of that company. He is likewise on the 
board of the Milwaukee Gas Light Company, and is a director and 
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member of the executive committees of the Athey Truss Wheel Com- 
pany, Chicago, the Wisconsin Citizens Public Expenditure Survey 
and the Globe Steel Tubes Company. 

His membership relations are with the Mechanical Kngineers 
Society of America, the American Iron and Steel Institute, the Creve 
Couer and Country clubs of Peoria, and the Milwaukee Country 
Club. He is also a thirty-second degree Mason, still retaining his 
connection with the lodge at Johnstown, Pennsylvania, and is a 
Shriner of Mohammedan Temple of Peoria. He also belongs to the 
Presbyterian church. 

Mr. Buchanan married Pansy Vera Blough, and they have two 
sons: William Paul, who attended the University of South Dakota 
and won his Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of Illinois, 
is now an attorney of Peoria and supervisor of the liquor commission 
of Illinois, is married to Imogene Squire and has a son, Paul William; 
and Earl Unruh, a graduate of the University of [Illinois and now 
with the Globe Steel Tubes Company, married to Jacqueline 
MeDonald, and who has two sons, Earl and Ronald. 

Mr. Buchanan’s hobby is saddle horses and he finds relaxation 
from business cares in horseback riding while in Peoria, where he 
still maintains his home. He is interested in Wisconsin’s develop- 
ment and in 1942 was one of three Milwaukee men named as members 
of the honorary advisory committee for the dedication of the new 
theological institute of Northwestern University on June 15-16 at 
Evanston, Illinois. 


WALTER A. PEIRCE, who since 1928 has been manager of the water 
department of Racine, his efficient service being indicated in his 
seventeen years’ retention in the office, was born in Polo, Illinois, 
March 29, 1888, a son of Walter Ward and Jeanette (Anderson) 
Peirce. The father, who was born in Putney, Vermont, in 1834, was 
for many years a resident of Polo, Ilinois, where he conducted busi- 
ness as a dry goods merchant, while subsequently he ope sated a grain 
elevator there. He died in 1896, at the age of sixty-two years. He 
was one of the substantial and helpful residents of Polo and had 
served the city as its mayor. His wife, who was born near Polo in 
1847, removed to Madison, Wisconsin, and there spent her last days, 
her death occurring in May, 1923, when she was seventy-six years 
of age. 

The public school system of Polo, [linois, provided Walter A. 
Peirce with his early educational opportunities and following his 
graduation from high school in 1908 he entered the University of 
Wisconsin, where he studied for three years and later did the 
equivalent of the senior year work in sanitary engineering. In 1912 
he was called to the position of city engineer at Columbus, Wisconsin, 
where he remained until 1916, after which he spent six months in the 
employ of the Green Bay & Western Railway. He was next with 
Walter F. Reichardt at Watertown, Wisconsin, and did engineering 
work for a number of cities throughout Wisconsin, ultimately be- 
coming a partner of Mr. Reichardt under the firm name of Reichardt 
& Peirce. From 1919 until 1923 Mr. Peirce was city engineer at 
Delavan, Wisconsin, and at the same time did private engineering 
work. On the Ist of August, 1928, he went to Madison, where he 
was in charge of design and construction of the Nine Springs sewage 
disposal works under City Engineer E. E. Parker, continuing in the 
position until June 1, 1928. 

It was then that Mr. Peirce came to Racine as manager of the city 
water department and has since served in this connection, The water 


an 


teh 
me 


o on § 6. s . 
japon 
3! v is ore cing vite at 
a dubai’) ere ont adials 
H1291 ay is cab ar ti 965 anoOUsISt uf 
. vet) ci eluate wars a a nevis Milt ornare . 
. gino at aes wt be wolroo'l te editte thse!) ba ‘a 
Bid wiulitiiiot, Hite teal: wipe busas-visih a oan: ai off. Oe 
Bai, ihe hGahenaae araeado’ In ogbel. add difiw. soloed 
adr ot Seno eel hiaged do ofp T paige 3227-9 Yo nina 4 a - 
| hata eal diowits naivorgdesrd po 
ovit auad, ii bin land wie yeas! herria gadatbontt ait, ce ie aw 
sient Ae ty vlan iuall wad hal ulin ort fend mailiW. ‘tenoe ’ Fam 
| cio ill Vee gia rig) 3 1A’ oepsty zvencl te volodond tial wow baa | a or 
r ane: HM SAS ta tive gaps baw acest to yorrteis te won ab > as 
ge ois i i iY use i. ghtiae KR anal fire UE IS Sasgernl 2 boitisan vi elondith 
a non Dud ehh to iste ‘iw oid to Sechary 8 vlad fall fines: 
al We st “Ot Siding, oeiegine’) wet hed odolo: ond” div | 
ae Lctuhlone hag Fit, ose 6x aeh oalwe Rene: biscotioM 
| nSiisciloy abet at tie voerod hha ei vdded “nacdoud Mh a 
Mi Od, sine ib slow “aibi, duptisniod Af ae eeoniqnd mon 
Toloval. eaaRiR EEA 1 Ly jteoiotdi ai of osmee ab eettatadian lide © 
| easton) ae Batis (taney) an ti esadi lo ome any sates serhey parr 23h 
"sit 9} " lo foligatheb ei 4“ SoMa ¥Tder rhe Mery Cr dé Yo : 
Gl SIAR sits *Mteasgilll tater mow do oli tidessi:, furinoloadd 4 
| ioctl votenevG |} 


ia silt to wget peed, 4d S8Or conse on eRe A HATA W 
ald nt boj@mhnt waiod anivise treioiie cid snedh Bo saswmdsaqeb 
Hor. ho) yr midd eave cethin uf af collagen ‘SInOY, #5a3s9V"0R © 
UiomaAbiAl. ohisitivh prs haavt ate W lo noe 2 ELE OR loreal iar) 
| A ie a ae peel wh aed) ene ores wilde: on orist | y L~ 
él) Duly bitte sat ool >taagitl offi" to indhieene eresy yaa rot of 
bieTs « betewdo sd vlasnossdizs attics Jcocrwer shooy (ib @ ab-eaen - 
atl cesnoy ade A lo sgn 83 Js ORL at Detbosh welt améavels. | 
| Hail bay Ghee vhiess Intigled bes leitegtadine oft To sor ABW Z 
in OOt whet Wn Awe oll) “aii sh soviud ahi Ag oi om) boywe - 
| av5U Jel abniagy etal? bare idiocy et foshe as heveutan eel id 
| EOE RI ETON, ein Silex iSsifey 04 “ei if nf witiaHioe dinsh tod 
, 9 lege tor « 
A atisW bobivorg iol oP fo poh loortua, sib adh): 
¥id pee bats ~1} MIMS IUGEO Ole tbe Vie eid iow Ssle 
| a etic aAt betdid or 40iit (1 lowe iyot Got gobleabe 
| oh Bib “rabyi Wns EARN eid wrk tothe: ‘od orotu eenagel 
| | [ SICL id gartesdivee we a Niinae ni dipyy iasy tol 4 Ht te rate eaprvn ies 
| theo. 2alhangy tx - His: Qin ws Ottiong ot bafias enw off r*, 
| \ sft (Parlinem #te iin ort ilaish “ rite aiey ire honinary od oredw | 
; A Wiwixor zee 6H vawen Arai A wae aso) sit} te yolq ae 
| ‘ad Vari: MICRA hep hits; ite aa ftrody hs 7 iad oa mi sain 
: 


Ma faust WE ne 


eos sas tS 


ad’, F a? {54 wiih ideas Me ie iB aiscrcsts alii ts. ts wr ow 

mae | tSrsinoies “1 ho pire init oh webaw IhisdsisH ae . 
| “¥ tn Wortinas Yile tay oye mM SSCL tite. ney 4 
t ee entrant iis dtaviry his coil oetee oth te hte ., 
: = / rf muha (meiball, of dase on Yeas <a hy det nore 
ou oer a Noe eT ase oabi te sri oveanoo rte mM we 

‘f pen : a ne yniVdies das lt Ao te: Tes a np 

: ‘ A Ve ig ; _ Vi 

¢ 


Yio adt te TORAH Hh HLT By oreo gore 
Sew wil NOTIN MOD Ef ml im bovied oSthin ap 


; 


448 WISCONSIN | 
plant was started in 1924 and the major part of the plant has been 
built under his direct supervision and rates with the best plants of | 
the kind in the United States. The department employs fifty people 
and is under the administration of the board of water commissioners, | 
consisting of three citizens, who are elected by the city council, | 
together with the mayor and one alderman, who is appointed by 
the mayor. Mr. Peirce has always embraced every opportunity to | 
broaden his knowledge and promote his skill in his chosen field of | 
labor and he is now a member of the American Society of Civil En- 
gineers, the American Water Works Association, the Central States 
Sewage Works Association, the Wisconsin Society of Professional 
Engineers, of which he is a director, and the Engineers Society of 
Milwaukee. 

On the 30th of October, 1915, Mr. Peirce married Fayetta Beers, 
a daughter of Edwin E. and Theda (Smith) Beers. Her father was 
born in the town of Sun Prairie, Dane County, Wisconsin, while the 
mother was a native of Ticonderoga, New York. He was engaged in 
the insurance and real estate business in Sun Prairie for many years 
and was also prominent and active in the civil life of his community, 
serving for a number of years as village treasurer and also as a 
member of the village board. He died in 1942 and his wife is still 
living in Sun Prairie. Their daughter, Mrs. Peirce, is active in the 
Racine Woman’s Club and the Federation of Wisconsin Garden Clubs 
and she belongs to the Eastern Star. Mr. Peirce is a Mason, with 
membership in the lodge, chapter, council, commandery and the 
Eastern Star and he also belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, 
the Kiwanis Club, of which he was formerly a director, and the 
Association of Commerce. His interest in the welfare of the com- 
munity is further shown in the fact that he is a member of the 
county staff and also zone water supply coordinator for Civilian 
Defense. He has membership in the American Red Cross and has 
served on various special committees which have worked for the 
benefit and upbuilding of this section. He finds recreation through 
his connection with the Racine Yacht Club and the Racine Camera 
Club. He is a popular citizen, widely known and esteemed by all. 
He resides at 2335 Carmel Avenue. 


Dr. GEORGE ARTHUR CARHART, a leading physician of Milwaukee, 
largely specializing in internal medicine, was born June 6, 1873, in 
the city which is still his home, a son of Alfred and Jane L. (Brown) 
Carhart. The father, who was born in New York City, October 16, 
1838, spent most of his life in Milwaukee, being brought here when 
about nine years of age. After reaching adult age he became a mer- 
chandise broker, establishing a substantial business along that line. 
He belonged to St. James Episcopal Church, in which he served as 
senior warden for many years, and he was also a loyal member of 
the Masonic fraternity. He married Jane L. Brown, of Berlin, Wis- 
consin, who was also from the East, having been born in Vermont 
in 1839, and from New England she was brought to this state in her 
early girlhood. Mr. Carhart died December 30, 1890, while his wife 
survived for more than thirty-one years, passing away May 28, 1922. 

Doctor Carhart, an only child, acquired his preliminary education 
in the Milwaukee public schools, being graduated from the East Side 
high school. He next attended the University of Wisconsin, where 
he won the degree of Bachelor of Science in 1895. He prepared for 
his professional career as a student in the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, the medical department of Columbia University in New 
York City, winning his M.D. degree in 1899, after which he interned 
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in Bellevue Hospital of New York, being connected with the fourth 
medical division from 1899 until 1901. Returning to Milwaukee, he 
opened his office and has continued in the general practice of medicine 
here for forty-two years, giving special attention to internal medicine. 
He has been medical director for the Wisconsin Telephone Company 
since 1913 and is a member of the staff of Columbia Hospital and of 
the Columbia Hospital governing staff and medical council. He 
belongs to the American Medical Association, the Milwaukee County 
Medical Society, the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, of which he 
was president in 1927, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the 
American College of Internists. 

Doctor Carhart’s membership relations also include Iota Chapter 
of Chi Psi fraternity and the A. M. P. O. medical fraternity, serving 
as president of its Milwaukee chapter in 19338. He belongs to the 
Milwaukee University Club and the Milwaukee Country Club and he 
has long been a member of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church of Milwaukee. 
His political support is given the Republican party and at all times 
he gives earnest allegiance to those plans and projects which make 
for community betterment. During the first World War he served as 
a member of the draft board and at this writing, 1945, is a member 
of the selective service board in connection with World War II. 

On the 6th of May, 1902, in St. Mark’s Church, Doctor Carhart 
wedded Sara Weston Kimball, daughter of Mather Dean and Anna 
(Lewis) Kimball. She was born in Green Bay, Wisconsin, and is a 
graduate of Milwaukee Downer Seminary, while her musical educa- 
tion was pursued in Boston. She is prominently known in the social 
and cultural circles of Milwaukee. She seems to have inherited the 
literary taste and ability of her father, who was well known as a 
writer and editor and who also was with The Northwestern Mutual 
Insurance Company for several years. Mrs. Carhart is a member of 
the state organization of the Colonial Dames and is serving as its 
historian and on its board of managers. She is also a member of the 
Wisconsin Woman’s Club. She possesses marked poetic talent and 
her gift in this direction was manifest in connection with the pageant 
“Under Three Flags,” for which she wrote the verses, while the his- 
torical episodes were written by Dr. Louise Phelps Kellogg to com- 
memorate the tercentennial of the State of Wisconsin, given at Green 
Bay during the summer of 1934. Mrs. Carhart wrote after the style 
of “Hiawatha” and the beauty of this historical poem and her sense 
of poetic appreciation is well shown in the Prologue, in which she 
calls forth the Past. 

“T the Spirit of Wisconsin, 
I, who wander through the woodlands, 
Greet, and welcome you to Green Bay. 
For your coming has a purpose. 
You are here to pay high tribute 
To the memory of a Frenchman. 
He, the first white man to land here. 
Would that I could now recall him! 
I would turn the pages backward, 
Through the History of Wisconsin ; 
Would bring back the glow to campfires, 
Bring back chiefs to their lost councils.” 

Doctor and Mrs. Carhart have one son, Kimball Lewis Carhart, 
who attended the University of Wisconsin. He married Isabell Little, 
of Fond du Lac, and they have two children: Catherine Little and 
David, aged respectively eight and five years. 
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Roy A. JOHNSON. After twenty-five years’ experience with the 
Roundy, Peckham & Dexter Company of Milwaukee as an employe 
and official, Roy A. Johnson was elected to the presidency of this 
wholesale grocery firm, which in many respects is accorded leader- 
ship in its line in Wisconsin. Mr. Johnson accordingly took his 
place as a leading executive in commercial circles, and the course 
which he has since followed shows that his selection for the position 
on the part of the board of directors was fully justified. When fifteen 
years of age he entered the employ of the firm, which was founded in 
1872 by William E. Smith, afterward governor of Wisconsin, in 
association with J. A. Roundy and Sidney Hauxhurst. Six years 
passed and Mr. Smith then retired in 1878, at which time Mee F 
Peckham was admitted to a partnership, while on the Ist of Febru- 
ary, 1880, Charles J. Dexter acquired an interest in the business 
and was connected therewith as the last of the partners, his death 
occurring March 15, 1939, after he had passed the ninety-second 
milestone on life’s journey. In 1902 he had become president of 
the company and so continued until 1938, when he was made chair- 
man of the board, at which time Mr. Johnson succeeded him in the 

-presidency. 

Mr. Dexter was one of the most honored business men and valued 
citizens of Milwaukee, who not only possessed keen business sagacity 
and enterprise but was a Christian gentleman of most kindly dis- 
position and lovable qualities, of whom Mr. Johnson said: “Mr. 
Dexter never commanded his employes. He never issued orders. 
Always direction was by courteous suggestion. In the twenty-five 
years I have been with the company he has never spoken a harsh 
word to me, a policy he has always followed. This kindness was 
translated to all his business dealings. He never set up a set of 
rules; always steered away from being dogmatic.” 

Such was the example and the training which Roy A. Johnson 
received, and the course followed by Mr. Dexter has ever been a 
stimulating influence in his career. Mr. Johnson is a native Mil- 
waukeean, born August 8, 1897, a son of Charles and Katherine 
(Brown) Johnson. The father, who was born in England, came to 
Wisconsin in early boyhood. He is now deceased, but his widow 
survives and yet makes her home in Milwaukee. 

The public school system here afforded Roy A. Johnson his edu- 
cational training and when fifteen years of age he started out in 
the business world as an employe of Roundy, Peckham & Dexter. 
His business connection has never changed in all the years which 
have since elapsed. He early recognized that industry, adaptability 
and loyalty are basic elements of success and has always cultivated 
those qualities. His progress naturally followed and after spending 
five years in the sales department he was made canned foods buyer, 
a position which he had filled for eighteen years when he was elected 
to the presidency and he still continues to serve the organization in 
that capacity. He had been elected to the board of directors in 
1926, was chosen vice president in 1931 and was sales manager for 
a number of years. Taking over the duties of chief executive, he has 
measured up in this office, just as he had previously done, and has 
displayed initiative that has broadened the policy of the house and 
maintained its leadership as one of the most important wholesale 
grocery companies of the state. He is always at his desk during 
business hours, watchful of all opportunities pointing to legitimate 
success and effectively planning to meet modern business conditions 
in a manner to win maximum results at the minimum expenditure of 
time, labor and material, which is always the basis of business pros- 
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perity. His standing in trade circles is indicated in the fact that 
he was elected and formerly served as president of the Wisconsin 
Wholesale Grocers Association and was also at one time vice presi- 
dent of the United States Wholesale Grocers Association. He has 
long been active in grocers and food associations and his advanced 
ideas have proven valuable to the trade. 

Mr. Johnson is likewise an officer of the Milwaukee Better Busi- 
ness Bureau and he is also serving on the mayor’s committee for 
cooperation with the office of price administration. Appreciative 
of the social aspects of life, he has membership in the Milwaukee 
Athletic Club. 

In 1918 Mr. Johnson married Eleanor Lochemes, a native of 
Milwaukee and a daughter of William P. and Mary (Stettner) 
Lochemes, the mother now living in this city, but the father has 
passed from this life. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have a family of two 
daughters: Joy, now attending Milwaukee Downer Seminary, and 
Eunice, a pupil in the Wauwatosa schools. The family residence 
is at 622 North Seventy-seventh Street, while the business is carried 
on at 241 North Broadway, with Mr. Johnson as the forceful and 
resourceful head of a concern with which he was a humble employe 
about a third of a century ago. 


NorRMAN J. KOPMEIER, as president of Wisconsin Ice & Coal 
Company, heads an organization that came into existence almost 
a century ago—not as an ice company but as a milk company. 

Way back in 1829 Mr. Kopmeier’s great-grandfather brought 
his family from Germany to the United States. Upon their arrival 
in Milwaukee he set about establishing a milk company. Soon his 
son, John Theodore, joined him in this enterprise and together they 
would drive along the street, ringing a little bell to let their cus- 
tomers know it was time to come out for their day’s supply of milk. 
During the winter young John Theodore cut ice along the river, 
carefully stored it, and then used it on hot summer days to. pack 
around the milk containers to keep the milk from souring. Because 
so frequently housewives asked for some of this ice the idea occurred 
to him that it might be profitable to cut enough ice in the winter 
for sale during the hot months of the year. Thus the John T. 
Kopmeier Ice Company, forerunner of the Wisconsin Ice & Coal 
Company, was formed. 

Sometime prior to this Mr. Kopmeier married Mary Adelaide 
Allen, and on February 16, 1854, a son, John Henry, was born. He 
and his brother, Gerhard J., born January 28, 1861, were educated 
in the city’s parochial sckools—John later also attending Spencerian - 
Business College. Although he had been assisting his father since 
he was thirteen, it was not until he married Dorothy M. Knurr, 
February 26, 1878, that he took over the business entirely. For ten 
years he conducted it as sole owner, but then decided to form a 
partnership with his brother, Gerhard. Some years later they 
purchased several of the other ice firms of the city, merged them 
with their own, and formed the Wisconsin Lakes Ice & Cartage 
Company—a company which grew and developed rapidly. 

John Henry Kopmeier at the time of his death on February 24, 
1923, was not only one of Milwaukee’s outstanding business men, 
but a prominent philanthropist as well. He was president of the 
Milwaukee Home Finding Association, the Citizens Business League 
and the Knights of Columbus, a member of the Milwaukee Tubercu- 
losis Sanitarium Association, the Italian Mission in the Third ward, 
the Humane Society, the Common Council, serving on its health com- 
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mittee, the Merchants and Manufacturers Association, the Travelers 
Protective Association, and of the Milwaukee Athletic, Calumet, 
Millioki and Deutscher clubs. 

The John Henry Kopmeiers had four children. Two sons, Nor- 
man J., born July 5, 1879, and Waldemar S. J., December 26, 1882, 
both present oflicials of the Wisconsin Ice & Coal Company, took 
over their father’s interests after his death. 

The present president of the Wisconsin Ice & Coal Company, 
Norman J. Kopmeier, married Loretta Miller, and they have two 
children and one grandson: Rosemary Anne, born March 18, 1919, 
now the wife of Lieutenant Robert A. Bradford and the mother of 
David Robert, and Norman J. Jr. who claims May 16, 1925, as his 
birth date. | 

Waldemar, secretary and treasurer of the company (his son, 
John H. is vice president), married Meta Uihlein. They have five 
children, one of whom, William George, died in 1935. The eldest is 
John H., born February 11, 1909, married Pauline O’Brien, and is 
the father of two daughters. Dorothy Helen, wife of Major Gordon 
E. Kummer, is the mother of William Gordon and Wendy Ann. 
Marguerite Mary, wife of Abram J. Rose Jr., Cleveland, Ohio, has 
two sons, Jonathan William and Timothy Lawrence. Alice Eliza- 
beth, now Mrs. Brooks Stevens, is the mother of David Brooks and 
William Clifford. 

This, then, is the history not only of a family which came to 
Wisconsin as pioneer settlers long before Milwaukee was ever incor- 
porated as a city, but also of a company that has been in existence 
for almost one hundred years. A company which, all through the 
years, has constantly endeavored to meet the needs of Milwaukee 
homes and industries through ever-expanding service—service which 
today includes not only ice and fuel, but refrigeration and heating 
equipment of all kinds. 


JOHN HERSCHELL CAMPBELL is the city assessor of Racine and is 
proving a competent official. He has long been known for his civic 
spirit, which has prompted his hearty cooperation in many projects 
and measures for the general good and he has exerted a strong in- 
fluence for the benefit and upbuilding of the city. Born at Lynedoch, 
Ontario, Canada, October 7, 1890, he is a son of William H. and 
Katherine K. (Van Steinberg) Campbell, the latter, a native of New 
York City, now residing in Flint, Michigan. William H. Campbell, 
like his son, was born in Lynedoch, Ontario, and followed the occupa- 
tion of farming. He was also a machinist by trade and in 1911 
removed from Canada to Flint, Michigan, where he established a 
business of his own, operating a machine shop there throughout the 
remainder of his days. He had served as township assessor of Nor- 
folk County, Ontario, and he continued his farming operations and 
his conduct of his machine shop there until 1911. His death occurred 
April 4, 1938, when he had reached the age of seventy-nine years 
and six months. 

John H. Campbell began his education in the schools of his native 
town and then attended high school in Tilsonburg, Ontario, for two 
years, after which he was called home because of his father’s ill 
health. Thereafter he operated the home farm until seventeen years 
of age, when he spent a year in a business college and at the same 
time studied telegraphy at a night school in St. Thomas, Ontario. 
He then worked as a telegraph operator until 1909, when he came to 
Racine and here spent six months in the office of the Railway Express 
Company. He was next with the Mitchell Motor Company, engaged 
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in office work for six months, and on the expiration of that period 
entered the service of a steamship company, serving in 1910-1911 as 
assistant purser on the steamship Northland running from Chicago to 
Buffalo,.New York. He then entered the office of the Goodrich Steam- 
ship Company at Racine as ticket agent, thus continuing from 1911 
until 1917. In the latter year he became factory superintendent for 
the Horlick Malted Milk Company and his capability and faithfulness 
are evidenced by the fact that he remained with that corporation 
from 1917 to 1939, a period of twenty-two years. For a year there- 
after he managed the Masonic Club and in 1942 he was elected city 
assessor to fill out a year of the unexpired term of the late Walter 
I). Hood. His efficient performance of the duties of the office led to 
his reelection in April, 1943, for the regular term. 

On the 17th of June, 1913, Mr. Campbell married Emma H. Boggs, 
a daughter of Herman and Bertha (Boehm) Boggs, both of whom 
were born in Germany, although her father was of Irish descent. 
Both came to America in their childhood days with their respective 
parents and after reaching adult age Herman Boggs became a con- 
tractor, carrying on that business at Milwaukee for many years. He 
also took a very active interest in politics, worked earnestly for his 
party and served as sheriff of Milwaukee County for one term and 
for three terms filled the position of county jailer. He died in 1935 
and is survived by his wife, who lives in Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. 
Campbell lost their only child, who died at birth. 

Fraternally Mr. Campbell is a Royal Arch Mason and a member 
of the Eastern Star and the White Shrine. His wife is a past matron 
of the Eastern Star and also a former officer in the White Shrine. 
Mr. Campbell’s interests are also indicated in his connection with the 
Wisconsin Home, the Property Owners Association of Racine County, 
the Racine County Humane Society, the Racine Zoological Society, 
the Racine Citizens Garden Organization, the G Men’s Club of New 
York, and the National Association of Assessing Officers. His po- 
litical faith is that of the Republican party, which he has supported 
since becoming an American citizen, and his religious belief is that 
of the Christian Science church. His hobbies are gardening and 
fishing. His activities have always been along constructive and up- 
building lines, and the sterling worth of his character has gained him 
the unqualified respect of those with whom he has been associated. 


JOHN MESSMER. Since 1928 John Messmer has been superin- 
tendent of construction and custodian of public property for Mil- 
waukee County, this following broad experience as a builder in 
Milwaukee, while his work also called him to other parts of the 
state. He ranks with Wisconsin’s most prominent and capable repre- 
sentatives in this field of labor and many of the finest public strue- 
tures are as monuments to his skill and handiwork. 

Mr. Messmer was born in Milwaukee, September 23, 1884, his 
parents being Henry and Barbara (Rick) Messmer, the latter a 
native of Germuny. The father, who was born in Switzerland, was 
graduated from Zurich University, and his college and_ practical 
training well prepared him for advancement in the field of archi- 
tecture. For many years he was a well known and prominent 
architect of Milwaukee, having an office for forty years in the triangle 
formed of North Market and Water streets. He was one of the 
designers of the old county courthouse and was connected with the 
work of making the plans and supervising the construction of many 
of the finer buildings of Milwaukee in the earlier days. He was like- 
wise the architect and builder of many of the older churches through- 


i. : ‘ 

nom xa LOT Wt 
‘gidenniota 46 SSE 
a syaokd ost si uy cea seh Gidetrhate oat i 0 
-itgate (ottheng saad lg syilin oly howstite rsd} oY 
Lit rhe = ee yah ob it a todd ax omondl $i 
“i hpob nh: nue sithoat of “boy toftal off. bs 
amfashity ig jdt ¥ di! vfsp aid boi Yany iio) iM ra ee 
noltesoo5 fet: Ate Porrtncnuys | Jad? tos odd yd 
ayisd? sn £1 een Obits Jo boiseq 8 OBGE ot TIL rnrera 
iis balvel saw on GREE fut te i GAY vince ort hsyaoem of a9dIg 
ywatisW? alah of) Yo snvet hotiixeds odt Jo 1a9% 2 Jd TR OF toevoegen 
Gs ft ‘ sihito Siti fo. 2 heya sie ig.4 cg aes: iistoiis at booH a @ 

tad, taliges ott rol Skolt finagA ai wolfosioet aid, 
sanod 1 ania holtcrany tad sss ) a0A Aue i: oust to ATE oft WO. 
aviv ko Hind @aguth “Gindeust ) de hin his social to yoidguab g 
fauueab seid Jo saw wadtet ied iquodtic »neotee) af mtad saw 
wiiliedeon eulf dite eyuh boodbiiils vad ot avivemA of ons dio — 
(49 8 Opeaaed a aol mitiahk «on Wi (bis 5 ustioney Yetta bir doaviag ~~ 
i ainoy fishutss UP Soi yi ty; evorrieny i Fc dy te) queria pWsoss = 
4it wot yleatstge baltiaw otzile i i Jeoustnl ovitos yov e@ Aood off— .” FP 
Dik. Sa aio BOT aed sane WIL to Niveds: «= beviss bag yltaq- | 
écer at both OM c2othah viru to aoiheod off fol aniael sorts 10% he 
ert hee 1M aotu@etit wh esvil ode shi aid 4d boviveue ai baa f 
Hist iaedsth att iil view “edt geal lisdqmg')” a) 


“odaion c hip none aowA lavodk is af Hod {en 7h vilunisiant 
mintsfo teat sel stiw ei .owitioc she) of} bow wie irretenl ed¥ To 
feng facta 94) Ni Teme veniet a oats feta: rR Gee adr odd to. 

vid saa (its ninos ant gi hoiadthal cule ois sleoregek ets agree) a 
Safed spre te aetinmaeeak sien aoe oy soit wietostW ‘ 


Waing 2 taal ioloat Soriek Fh gilt JSivee day a) UI Ysinod StioaH sid 
wot te dumb alaeM: Deeds iotlesia i n> ives! yh x) “aeRO oniseH oft 
-O9. BIT 2yaafhO mireesecA to woiisivoees* lanonteyt od? Bap aeoy 
botrotane aged Ht: sity WOT 0a ae A ot 30 jul) BE diet lesitit | bi 

Pats HS 1esronA ie uiinrowed oonue iF, » 
bis ~nichhren on -esttdini eid “alotisds 4 Haale m ikea off To 
“uy iit Reha oN ian yisbias ol eYovwis avert saiviane aid pitidet 7 
aint boding ced sojonisde aid Jo thin atibote oft he jest einbiiod 
iia noo Gant Ai finiive AHN eeollt Ty ipsa “ia beitlisuyny oft 


*s ~ fm 
berth? Ai it vil ato) ot a | airt 


Ay 


i, s 
Z ” r.% 
-avage Getd eal wnieeot ‘itll, 68 p. vote seaieneaths viel : Nes 

(whe a aa ty) hi Wu fea colereinags: Yo javbned _ 
S\an Sonim Daond aceaitol eit eter dew © 
oti Wooutekg WWAIaToI muief sbi daly iow eit ality ,otoawil 
/ Busy ality bie Hiss ssi fra me eee riteenls 7 aiw vale oH ee Man 
x 2 otklid deont pit} hy CdG bis 1odel te high eis} at eevantss | i 


bir) 
ao 


patti! 


vhiouibied bak lite 26 of atone 4A 94% aves 

if PHBL US cediestn osiea i ce rete ‘pew teste, an” 
e midnl off etrenalh (Ib), BIBITEM tira ets pied eto 
exe hui anh went nied ew Ghw) 1ediet ofl Atta! ‘tev oe 
bistfaaeg bet aysiion aid bite yer hit aired reer botaul 
Hives bialt ti vit Jaga garb Ol atic frvkinegivl tow nines) 
aoe ereh ip Din owe Hor on Baw Sih aieeeg pec gb 
“igo ont pe eboy YAO OL SiNe ne if sonny 
aide 7 «io PRY OH Seaside a4 Gigi . 20} 
wt! atin Sasoeiiies suey? bus sachet rsh as 
quar io HOLS Uses 9) -guteiy 
-il-agn 4 ult, Po es BAe I ihe. 


; “Ayaan 1d eos ible ad} Yo Viet Yo ae 


454 WISCONSIN 


out Wisconsin. His death occurred in 1898, while his widow survived 
him until 1937, her death occurring when she had reached the age 
of eighty-six years. They were parents of four sons, Robert, Dr. 
Clemens Messmer, Henry and John. ‘The eldest son, Robert, joined 
his father in business in 1887 and some time after his father’s death 
Robert A. Messmer was joined by his brother Henry in a partnership 
that continued until Robert’s death, January 17, 1943, business 
being carried on under the name of Robert A. Messmer & Brother 
Company. Robert A. Messmer was the architect and supervised 
the building of many of the leading structures owned by the county 
and of many hospitals and other public buildings, together with the 
Elks Club of Milwaukee and the Wisconsin Building at the San 
Francisco Fair in 1915. He was awarded third place in a national 
competition for plans for the Milwaukee County courthouse. Although 
born in Madison, Wisconsin, he lived in Milwaukee from early boy- 
hood and was a life member of the Elks Club and was prominent 
in Masonry, with membership in Milwaukee Lodge No. 261, F. & 
A. M.; Calumet Chapter No. 73, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Commandery 
No. 24, K. T.; Wisconsin Consistory, 8S. P. R. 8.; and Tripoli Temple 
of the Shrine. He was also a member of Lake Park Lutheran 
Church. 

In the acquirement of his education John Messmer mastered 
the work of the grades and of the East Division high school and 
then worked his way through the University of Wisconsin, where 
he won the Bachelor of Science degree with the class of 1909. While 
in the University, because of his restricted funds, he joined no fra- 
ternities, but a group of fifteen boys who were working organized 
a little group, calling themselves “The Barbs” and this later became 
the Sigma Phi Epsilon, a national fraternity. He participated 
actively in college athletics, playing on the varsity football team, 
of which he was captain in 1908, and he was also a member of the 
track team and its captain in 1908. He was likewise a member of 
the baseball team, with which he went to Japan in 1909, spending 
three months there in playing American baseball with native teams, 
and winning eight out of fifteen games. This team was the second 
ever to cross the Pacific. Most of the members of the team are now 
prominent business men but they have maintained a close friendship 
through the years. Mr. Messmer was one of the few University 
men to win nine letters and he was chosen a member of the All 
American and All Western teams when he wore the cardinal and 
white of the University of Wisconsin. 

Having completed a four years’ course in three and a half years, 
Mr. Messmer then went to Montana, where he spent a year and a 
half on a surveying expedition with the Bitter Root Valley Irrigation 
Company. Following his return he joined the supervising and build- 
ing business, becoming associated with his brothers Robert and 
Henry under the firm style of Robert A. Messmer & Brother Com- 
pany. In this connection he did a large amount of public and private 
construction work, supervising the erection of many school buildings 
in the state, together with practically every large school in Mil- 
waukee County, the City Hall at West Allis and in other towns and 
various other public buildings. He has been connected with the 
erection of every public building in Milwaukee County since 1913, 
all of which have been created at a vast outlay of money and are a 
credit to the district. It was his broad experience and expert skill 
that led to his appointment in June, 1928, to the position of county 
superintendent ef construction, this coming to him entirely unsolic- 
ited. He has now served for fifteen years and receives high commenda- 
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tion for the worth and value of his services. He has had supervision 
over the county’s part of the Public Safety Building, the new County 
building, the General Hospital, the Emergency Hospital, an addition 
to the House of Correction and the work on the airport, together with 
other important. public projects. He and his brothers drew the 
plans for the hospital at Union Grove, the Muirdale Sanitarium, 
the Children’s Home and Hospital, and John Messmer stands today 
as one of the leading supervising architects in the state. 

Mr. Messmer belongs to the State Association of Architects and 
the American Institute of Architects, and his professional record 
is one of continuous progress, crowned by notable achievements. 
Outside of his chosen life work he has membership connection with 
the Milavaukee Wisconsin Alumni Club and he belongs to Plymouth 
Congregational Church. He makes the construction of furniture in 
unusual woods and design his hobby and he also finds recreation in 
horticultural pursuits. 

On the Ist of June, 1911, Mr. Messmer married Louise Jahns, of 
Milwaukee, a daughter of the late Herman Jahns, who was head of 
the H. Stearn Jr., Brother & Company wholesale dry goods house. 
Mrs. Messmer was graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 
1908. She majored in chemistry and afterward was Government 
soil chemist for three years prior to her marriage. She belongs to 
the College Women’s Club, of which she has served as chairman. 
Mr. and Mrs. Messmer have two daughters: Mary Lou, who was 
born in 1914 and is the wife of John Coleman, of Waukegan, Illinois; 
and Barbara Jeanne, who was born in 1919 and is now the wife of 
George Lipman and the mother of one son, John Messmer Lipman. 

3oth daughters are graduates of Beloit College. 


St. Mary’s ACADEMY. On the shores of Lake Michigan, near the 
southern boundary of the city of Milwaukee, stands St. Mary’s 
Academy. The location is ideal for a school of this character, with 
its attractive scenic surroundings and with its beautiful and well 
kept lawns. It is both a resident and day school for girls and was 
established by Mother Mary Thecla Thren, the superior general of 
the Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi, in the year 1904, Since then 
its history has been one of steady growth and Srreep mate until now 
five hundred and fifty students are enrolled. 

The Most Rev. Sebastian G. Messmer, archbishop of Milwaukee, 
officiated at the dedication when the Academy was placed under the 
patronage of the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady of the Presentation. The 
original purpose of the school was to Ere iaicdate girls who lived 
some distance from a Catholic school, providing them “with Christian 
training and instructing them also in the branches of elementary 
and secondary education. The first graduation exercises were held 
in 1906, two years after the school was founded, when three girls 
completed the commercial course and were awarded diplomas. With 
the passing years the attendance gradually increased until the 
quarters became too small to meet the demands for classrooms and 
other necessary accommodation, so that in 1920 plans were made for 
the building of Loretta Hall, which is the north wing of the school, 
providing residence quarters for both faculty and students. Con- 
tinued expansion of the school led to the erection of the present 
high school building, Rosary Hall, which is most modernly equipped 
with its gymnasium, its attractive library, spacious auditorium and 
well supplied laboratories. 

In the early days the school specialized in courses in domestic 
science, commercial work, music and academic branches, since which 
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time a steady development has been carried on in accordance with 
modern educational methods so that the Academy now offers college 
preparatory, stenographic and general courses with excellent instruc- 
tion in music, handicrafts, fine arts and dramatics. That the stand- 
ards of the school have reached and maintain a high level is indicated 
by the numerous scholastic awards that have been gained by members 
of the student body in regional and national contests. In the arts 
division of the National Scholastic Awards contest, which was held 
in Carnegie Institute at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1948, con- 
testants from St. Mary’s Academy carried off prizes. 

Among the schools of Milwaukee the Academy holds a unique 
place from the fact that it teaches home nursing in connection with 
the home economics course, the students receiving fifteen hours’ 
instruction from a regular Red Cross nurse, while the matter of 
foods and nutrition are taught by one of the Sister instructors and 
certificates are issued for those who have made the grade in home 
nursing, standard Red Cross nutrition and Red Cross canteen service. 
The Academy was instrumental in giving impetus to the movement 
that resulted in the organization of the Catholic secondary schools’ 
Junior Red Cross unit, a member of the Academy faculty becoming 
the first moderator, while one of the student body was chosen the 
first president of the organization. This proved the focal idea in 
the establishment of a Red Cross unit among the public high schools 
of Milwaukee County. 

The entire student body of St. Mary’s Academy participates in 
the activities of the Catholic Students Mission Crusade and the 
Sodality Union of the Milwaukee Archdiocese. Fiovetti, the school 
publication, during recent years has achieved excellent rating. This 
includes all Catholic honors since 1936; all America honors for the 
same length of time; and international honors since 1937. 

Fine arts constitute one of the outstanding departments of the 
school as opportunity for outdoor sketching is provided in the beauti- 
fully landscaped areas surrounding the Academy. When the weather 
is favorable a large campus serves as an outdoor gymnasium and 
health conditions are at all times an emphasized feature. Growing 
steadily in attendance with the passing years, St. Mary’s has been 
obliged to increase its faculty from time to time until there are 
now three priests, twenty-six Sisters of St. Francis, and two lay 
instructors. (The whole atmosphere of the school is one of zeal, 
interest and happiness, for the Academy has at all times expressed 
the modern educational trend. 


ANDREW MATSON. Business constituted only one phase of the 
active life of Andrew Matson, who died February 12, 1930, in Racine, 
where he had for many years been the president and owner of the 
Racine Storage & Transfer Company, but more than this he was a 
philanthropist, a generous benefactor and above all a Christian gentle- 
man whose service for his fellowmen was prompted by the Golden 
Rule. Born in Seim, Jutland, Denmark, May 21, 1872, he was a son 
of Peter and Ann (Skriver) Matson, who were also of Danish birth. 

Educated in the schools of his native land, Andrew Matson there 
remained to the age of nineteen years, when he crossed the Atlantic, 
attracted to American shores by the reports which he had heard 
concerning the opportunities to be found in this country. He believed, 
therefore, that he might better his condition in the United States, 
and for a year he resided in Menominee, Michigan. Coming to Racine 
in 1892, Mr. Matson continued his residence in this city for thirty- 
eight years and contributed in notable measure to the material, civic, 
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social and moral progress of the city. For a time he was employed 
by the Horlick Malted Milk Company and later secured a position 
with the Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company in Racine, 
remaining with that corporation for twelve years. On the expiration 
of that period he started out independently by establishing a moving 
and storage business, erecting a large warehouse on Liberty Street 
in 1915. He had the distinction of having brought the first motor 
moving van to Racine and at all times he followed most enterprising 
and progressive business methods, striving always to give his patrons 
the best possible service that could be rendered through man power 
or machine power. He demanded the utmost care of his employes in 
handling the personal effects of those who engaged him, and with the 
passing’ years his business grew and prospered and he became widely 
known as the president of the Racine Storage & Transfer Company. 

All through his life, however, Mr. Matson made business sub- 
servient to Christian service, which constituted the chief element of 
his daily living and he could truthfully say “For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to 
him that believeth.”’ He never hesitated to present the gospel message 
to all with whom he came in contact, whether in his home or office or 
on the street, if he believed the Word would prove an influencing 
factor in the lives of others, and his own Christian faith found 
expression in a helping hand to the needy, a word of good counsel 
to the poor, the sick, the unfortunate and the discouraged individual. 
Business engagements were never so important with him that they 
would prevent his answering a call for assistance to those in need 
or distress. Closely allied with mission work, he carried his activities 
of this nature to the county jail, the county house and the county 
refuge on Wisconsin Street, conducting regular services for the in- 
mates in the hope of arousing in them a desire for a better, higher 
life, and as opportunity offered he carried cheer and consolation to 
the patients in Sunnyrest Sanitarium. He was not identified with 
any church denomination but was deeply interested in church work 
in general and was associated with the Laymen’s Bible Union and a 
leading supporter of the work of the Union Tabernacle, serving on its 
board of directors and taking active part in and generously supporting 
the erection of its house of worship. For many years he was closely 
connected with the work of the Rescue Mission when it was located 
on Main Street and later on Wisconsin Street. His entire life was an 
expression of his faith in the teachings of Christ. 

In 1895 Mr. Matson married Annette Rasmussen, and they became 
the parents of two sons, Wright and Leslie Andrew, and four daugh- 
ters, Mrs. Alice Koshen, Mrs. Lillian Overly, Mrs. Enga Callan and 
Ruth Matson. The father had reached the age of fifty-eight years 
when he passed from this life February 12, 1930, and the mother 
survived until April 24, 1988, her death occurring at the age of 
sixty-three. 

Mrs. Enga Callan, the third daughter, was of great assistance to 
her father and was in charge of his office for many years, being con- 
nected with the business for twenty-nine years in 1944. After Mr. 
Matson’s death the business was conducted by the estate until 1940, 
when it was purchased by Mrs. Callan, who is now president and 
treasurer of the company and the principal owner together with her 
husband, Thomas E. Callan, who is vice president of the company. 
In 1942 she acquired the present location at 1006-1010 State Street, 
where the Racine Storage & Transfer Company now has an excellent 
three-story and basement building, where Mrs. Callan still manages 
the office. Her father was also the agent and a stockholder in the 
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Allied Van Lines, the world’s largest long distance movers, with 
offices in all the principal cities of the United States. The company 
still owns stock in that business and acts as its agent in Racine. 

On the 18th of October, 1941, Enga Matson Steele became the 
wife of Thomas E. Callan, a son of James and Eliza (Larkin) Callan, 
and a native of Racine County. His father conducted a hotel at 
Caledonia, Wisconsin, for many years. Mr. Callan has four sons by 
a former marriage: Robert, a staff sergeant in the army, now sta- 
tioned in England (1944) ; Raymond, who is on military duty in the 
southern Pacific waters; Richard, who is serving in the navy; and 
Thomas, also engaged in naval duty. The family residence is at 720 
Lake Avenue in Racine. 

ROBERT L. REISINGER, a lifelong resident of Milwaukee, has been 
actively associated with the industrial interests of the city since 
1911, in which year he became a member of the firm of Robert L. 
Reisinger & Company, of which he is now the secretary and treas- 
urer. This is a general contracting firm with offices at 723 North 
Van Buren Street and a business of extensive and gratifying pro- 
portions, both in building and paving construction. 

Robert L. Reisinger was born in Milwaukee July 19, 1889, a son 
of Wolfgang P. and Ida (Loewenhagen) Reisinger, who are still 
residents of Milwaukee, the father being president and the mother 
vice president of the Robert L. Reisinger & Company. Wolfgang 
Reisinger was born in Furth, Bavaria, Germany, in 1866, and when 
sixteen years of age made his way to the United States, coming at 
once to Wisconsin, where he learned the brickmason’s trade, after 
which he was employed by several of the leading contracting firms 
until 1911, when he joined with his son Robert in the conduct of a 
general contracting business under the firm style of Robert L. Reis- 
inger & Company. He is still connected with the business at the 
age of seventy-seven years, and he has long been regarded as a 
business man of sterling qualities and a substantial citizen whose 
loyalty to Milwaukee and her best interests has been manifest. in 
many tangible ways. In 1887 Ida L. Loewenhagen became his wife 
and for fifty-six years they have traveled life’s journey happily to- 
gether. Mrs. Reisinger was born in Milwaukee, which is also the 
birthplace of their four children: Robert L., Adolph FE. and Wolf- 
gang P., all associated with the contracting business; and Frances, 
the wife of Oliver Treutelaar. 

Having mastered the branches of learning taught in the publie 
schools of Milwaukee, Robert L. Reisinger was graduated from the 
Kast Division high school in 1907 and later in that year was 
apprenticed to the mason’s trade. He worked for others for four 
years, thoroughly learning every phase of the business, and in March, 
1911, he organized the Robert L. Reisinger & Company in associa- 
tion with the other members of the family and has since been secre- 
tary-treasurer of the corporation. Many of the leading office and 
public buildings of the city stand as monuments to his skill and 
enterprise and he has also executed large and important paving con- 
tracts. His work is based upon a thorough understanding of every 
scientific as well as every practical principle of construction, and 
his thorough reliability is an asset in the continued success of the 
corporation and the growth of its patronage. 

That Mr. Reisinger is well known and honored in his chosen field 
is indicated in the fact that while he was still a young man he 
served, in 1924-25, as president of the Milwaukee Chapter of the 
General Contractors Association, and in 1927-28 he was the president 
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of the National Association of Builders Exchanges. He is now chair- 
man of the Wisconsin Real Estate Brokers Board. Outside of busi- 
ness circles he has also rendered valuable service to the public. He 
served as state chairman of the U. S. O. drive, is a member of the 
advisory board of the Salvation Army and is doing all in his power 
to further the war effort. Acting as campaign chairman he suc- 
ceeded in consolidating the campaigns to raise money for the Wis- 
consin war fund and for local charities at the same time, thus avoid- 
ing a duplication of effort and promoting a saving of time. He 
brought business principles to bear in this task and the seventy-one 
counties of the state carried out the work according to his plan, with 
excellent results. 

Mv. Reisinger is also identified with the Masonic fraternity, being 
a member of Henry L. Palmer Lodge No. 301, F. & A. M.; Henry 
L. Palmer Chapter No. 87, R. A. M.; Henry L. Palmer Commandery 
No. 42, K. T., while he has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish.Rite in Wisconsin Cousistory, 8S. P. R. 8S. He is likewise a 
Shriner, with membership in Tripoli Temple, of which he served as 
potentate in 1988. He has always taken an active part in the Shrine 
work and has been chairman of the Shrine circus since it was or- 
ganized. He gives generously to charity and does much to further 
activities which are based upon a broad humanitarian spirit. His 
efiorts have been far-reaching and resultant and he is an. effective 
and influential leader. 

In 1914 Mr. Reisinger married Miss Adele Baumbach, a native 
of Milwaukee and a daughter of John and Barbara (Jungen) Baum- 
bach, both of whom have passed away. Her father, who was born 
in Milwaukee in 1850, was editor of a German language newspaper 
of this city for a number of years. Mr. and Mrs. Reisinger are par- 
ents of a son and daughter. Robert L. Jr., who was born in 1921, 
and is a graduate of the Riverside high school, won his degree in 
civil engineering from the University of Wisconsin in 1948. He 
then enlisted for service in World War II and is now a lieutenant 
with the Air Corps. The daughter, Barbara, who was born in 1922, 
is a graduate of Downer Seminary of Milwaukee and is now a student 
in the University of Wisconsin, class of 1944. In the summer of 
1943 she took work in the National University of Mexico City, where 
she majored in Spanish. Barbara was married on February 4, 1944, 
to Lieutenant (s.g.) Alexander Hugh Clark, a Milwaukee boy, a 
Specks ee of Annapolis and now engaged in submarine work in the 

acific. 


FRED C. DOEPKE, who has been president of the Wrought Washer 
Manufacturing Company since 1934, this being the largest concern of 
the kind in the country, was born July 19, 1904, in Milwaukee, where 
he has always made his home. His parents were Fred and Anna 
(Disch) Doepke, the former of German and the latter of Swiss 
descent. Fred Doepke was born in Rockford, Illinois, March 28, 1862, 
a son of Gottlieb Kolberg and Amelia (Miller) Doepke and a grand- 
son of Gottlieb Doepke, who became the founder of the family in the 
new world. He crossed the Atlantic with his family and, making his 
way to Wisconsin, took up his abode on a farm near Watertown. His 
son, Gottlieb Kolberg Doepke, was born December 25, 1838, and for 
some years was employed in the ship chandlery house now known as 
the Joy Brothers Company of Milwaukee. He died in 1880. 

Although born in I[llinois, Fred Doepke spent the greater part of 
his life in Milwaukee, where he attended the public schools and then 
spent four years as a machinist apprentice in the shop of the Filer 
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& Stowell Company, thus gaining broad practical knowledge of a line 
of business that ever afterward claimed his attention until his life’s 
labors were ended. When he left his original position he went to 
Philadelphia to attend the Franklin Institute and later was employed 
in the Fletcher North River Iron Works of New York. At the same 
time he studied in the Cooper Union School, taking a course in me- 
chanical drawing and higher mathematics, and thus gained that 
scientific training which greatly supplemented his natural mechan- 
ical skill and ingenuity. After leaving the East he was with the Up- 
son Nut Company of Cleveland, Ohio, being foreman of their ma- 
chine shop for some time. About 1887 he returned to Milwaukee and 
became a partner in the Milwaukee Nut & Washer Company, but af- 
terward acquired his partner’s interest and continued the business 
under the name of the Wrought Washer Manufacturing Company, 
of which he was the president and guiding influence throughout his 
remaining days. This business was accorded country-wide leader- 
ship in its field, and in fact Mr. Doepke developed his plant until it is 
now the largest washer manufacturing concern in the world. His 
knowledge and skill along mechanical lines made him a valued mem- 
ber of the Milwaukee Engineering Society and of the American So- 
ciety of Mechanical Engineers. He was also a member of the Mil- 
waukee Association of Commerce and of the Milwaukee Athletic Club, 
the Rotary Club and the Tripoli Country Club. His connection with 
Masonry included the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. Dur- 
ing the last eight years of his life he spent much time in St. Peters- 
burg, Florida, and he passed away in Los Angeles, California, April 
23, 1934, when seventy-two years of age. His wife, Anna (Disch) 
Doepke, was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of Myron Disch, a native 
of Switzerland. Two of her brothers are officials of the Wrought 
Washer Manufacturing Company, C. H. Disch being vice president, 
while William F. Disch is the secretary. Jacob A. Holzer is treasurer 
of the company. 

Fred C. Doepke acquired his early education in the Milwaukee 
schools and was graduated from the Riverside high school with the 
class of 1923. He also studied mechanical engineering for two and 
a half years at the University of Wisconsin, after which he became 
actively associated with the business that had been founded and pro- 
moted by his father. He had been employed at the plant in various 
positions while still attending school and after leaving the Univer- 
sity he was made secretary of the company, thus continuing until 
1934, when he succeeded to the presidency following his father’s 
death. He was quite young to assume such heavy responsibilities, 
being then but thirty-one years of age, yet he had had much experi- 
ence. Because of ill health for several years his father had gradually 
relinquished his duties and activities. Fred C. Doepke measured up 
to the requirements of the office and has successfully directed the 
business. They are today the world’s largest manufacturers of 
standard and special washers of many different materials for all 
manner of applications, and they also make stampings and tools and 
dies. Their products are shipped all over the globe, with a considerable 
trade in Australia, Hawaii, South America, Africa, Canada, Philip- 
pines, Cuba and Mexico. The company is now doing much war work 
for tanks, airplanes, guns and other war necessities, and the business 


remains one of the most important of the manufacturing interests of 
Milwaukee. 

In 1930 Fred C. Doepke married Virginia Smith, who was born 
in Freeport, Illinois, where her father, J. Fred Smith, a capitalist 
and president of the state bank, is living, but her mother, Mrs, Leora 
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Smith, is deceased. Mrs. Doepke attended Smith College. Mr. and 
Mrs. Doepke have two children, Ann Karen, aged twelve years, and 
Virginia Smith, eight years of age, both attending the Milwaukee- 
Downer Seminary. Mr. Doepke is well known in the club circles of 
Milwaukee, having membership in the University Club, Milwaukee 
Club, Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Milwaukee Country Club, and 
he finds congenial recreation in golf, fishing and hunting, to which 
he turns when leisure permits. 


ST. CLARE COLLEGE, situated at 3221 South Lake Drive in St. 
Francis, Milwaukee County, is a liberal arts college, giving special 
emphasis to teacher training. It was founded in 1933 by the Sisters 
of St. Francis of Assisi and is located near the southern boundary 
of Milwaukee, on the shores of Lake Michigan. Archbishop Moses 
KE. Kiley, 8. T. D., of Milwaukee is the chancellor and Sister Mary 
Ignatia, O.S.F., is the president. 

The Sisters of St. Francis of Assisi came to Wisconsin in 1849 
and settled in what the Indians then called Nojoshing. This little 
city is known today as St. Francis and has been incorporated into 
Milwaukee. From a small beginning the order has grown to over 
eight hundred members, who have given their time, thought and 
effort to youth training in both elementary and high schools as 
well as different schools for the underprivileged in various parts of 
the state. Their activities in Milwaukee include the conduct of 
St. Clare College, which for eleven years has been housed in the 
convent, although plans have been drawn for a college building on 
the grounds adjacent to St. Mary‘s Academy as soon as materials 
are released for civilian use following the close of World War II. 
The school specializes in teacher training for the Sisters and is duly 
accredited by different agencies and with the department of educa- 
tion of Wisconsin. In addition the curriculum offers the usual college 
courses and catechetical work. 

Upon completion of their training the Sisters go into various 
fields. Three orphanages, one in Milwaukee, one in Torrington, 
Wyoming, and one in Superior, Wisconsin, have been placed in their 
charge. They teach in St. Coletta’s School for Exceptional Children 
at Jefferson, Wisconsin, and one of the same name at Longmont, 
Colorado, St. John’s School for the deaf, beside fifty-two elementary 
schools, six high schools and a college, which are found in the 
area from Ohio to Colorado, although the majority of their schools 
are in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa and South Dakota. Ten Sisters are 
now teaching in Shantung and Tsinan in China. 


FRED AHLGRIMM, attorney at law in Racine, where he has engaged 
in active practice for more than a quarter of a century, was born 
August 11, 1895, in the city which is still his place of residence and 
the scene of his professional activity. He is a son of John and Louise 
(Schattner) Ahlgrimm, the mother a native of the town of Caledonia, 
Racine County, while the father was born in Mecklenburg, Germany. 
He came to America when twenty years of age. He made his way at 
once to Racine and soon afterward obtained employment on a farm 
in this area. Later he followed various occupations to the time of 
his death, which occurred March 16, 1926. His wife had passed 
away February 17, 1918. 

The public schools of his native city afforded Fred Ahlgrimm his 
educational opportunities until he was graduated from the old Racine 
high school with the class of 1915. He then began the study of law 
at Marquette University, where he received his LL.B. degree as a 
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member of the class of 1918 and, returning to Racine, he has since 
engaged in practice in this district, making that steady progress that 
results from close application, wide and accurate knowledge and the 
ability to relate legal principle and precedent to the points at issue. 
In 1923 he was appointed court commissioner and has been reap- 
pointed at each six-year period since that time, so that his incumbency 
in the position covers twenty-one years, a fact indicative of the 
excellent service he has rendered in this connection. 

On June 17th, 1920, Mr. Ahlgrimm was united in marriage to 
Ruth Sistek, a daughter of James and Theresa (Hackel) Sistek, both 
of whom were born in Bohemia and came to the United States in 
childhood, their respective families locating in Racine. James Sistek 
learned the trunkmaker’s trade, which he followed in Racine until 
1919, when he retired from active business life, enjoying a well earned 
and well merited rest to the time of his death on the 25th of December, 
1948. He had reached the venerable age of eighty-nine years and his 
wife is still living at the age of eighty-nine. Mr. and Mrs. Ahlgrimm 
have become parents of five children: James, who was born May 14, 
1921, and is now with the army; Thomas, who was born June 10, 1928, 
and died on the 10th of April, 1927; John, who was born June 8, 1925, 
and is now a student at the University of Wisconsin; Milton, who 
was born December 19, 1927, and is attending high school; and 
Patricia, who was born November 138, 19380. . 

Mr. Ahlgrimm is a life member of the Masonic fraternity and his 
wife belongs to the Eastern Star. He likewise has membership with 
the Knights of Pythias and with the War Dads, a national organiza- 
tion. During the first World War he was vice chairman of the legal 
advisory board and was active in connection with the Liberty Loan 
drives. Politically he has always been a Republican since attaining 
his majority and has served on various party committees which have 
furthered the interests of the principles in which he so firmly believes. 
He has membership in St. Luke’s Church and he is much interested in 
Boy Scout work, believing that the organization does much to further 
the physical, civic and moral development of youth. Along strictly 
professional lines he is connected with the Racine County Bar As- 
sociation, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar 
Association. He has always been careful to conform his practice to 
the highest ethical standards of the profession, so that he merits the 
creditable position that he has won as an able attorney of Racine. 


RAYMOND JOSEPH SCHMIDT, deputy city treasurer, has always 
lived on the south side in Milwaukee and still occupies the house 
at 1629 South Seventh Street in which he was born August 38, 1895. 
His parents, Peter and Katherine (Findler) Schmidt, were also life- 
long residents of Milwaukee, where the father was born about 1859. 
He served as a member of the police department of the city for 
forty-two years and held the rank of lieutenant for several years 
before his death, which occurred in 1938. His wife, who was born 
in Milwaukee in 1862, died in 1915. They had always lived on the 
south side and long occupied the house in which their son Raymond J. 
is now living with his only sister, Mrs. Olive GC. Riedmueller, who 
is a widow and has one son, Frank Ray. 

Raymond J. Schmidt pursued his education in public and parochial 
schools and after spending three years as a pupil in the South Divi- 
sion high school, went to work, first securing a position in the freight 
department of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. For 
almost twenty-eight years he has been connected with the city treas- 
urer’s office. On the ist of May, 1916, he became a license clerk, 
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later was promoted to assistant cashier and next advanced to the 
cashiership. After serving in that capacity for a time he was made 
special deputy in the office and since 1938 he has been deputy city 
treasurer. This record stands in incontrovertible evidence of his 
efficient service and his thorough reliability, for he is today one of 
the oldest in years of continuous connection with any municipal oflice 
in Milwaukee. He is methodical and systematic and the smallest 
detail does not fail to claim his attention. 

In his early days Mr. Schmidt played semi-professional baseball 
and has always been greatly interested in the game. He now belongs 
to the Old Timers Baseball Club and enjoys his connection with those 
who have always been enthusiastic supporters of our national game. 
He alsa enjoys bowling and he belongs to the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks, the Fraternal Order of Eagles and the Knights 
of Columbus. 


HASKELL NoyEs, who through a period of twenty-eight years has 
been engaged in the general insurance business in Milwaukee and 
has long since attained a place among the leaders in this field of 
activity, has for twelve years occupied the presidency of the Leedom, 
O’Connor & Noyes Company. Constructive methods, practical eifort 
and untaltering determination have brought him to the front and 
his record is a credit to Milwaukee, his native city. He was born 
July 22, 1886, a son of Judge George Henry and Agnes (Haskell) 
Noyes, both of whom were of English descent. His ancestral line 
can be traced back to Rev. James Noyes, who was educated at Oxford 
University but his liberal religious views were not tolerated in 
England and after spending a time in exile in Holland he came to 
the new world in 16384, settling in Newbury, Massachusetts. His 
son, Rev. James Noyes Jr., was graduated from Harvard University 
in 1659 and became pastor of the First Congregational Church of 
Stonington, Connecticut, where he continued his labors for fifty-five 
years. In King Philip’s War he rendered service to his country 
as a physician and as a chaplain and he became one of the nine found- 
ers of Yale University. Among his descendants was Colonel Peleg 
Noyes, who was a member of a Connecticut regiment in the Revolu- 
tionary War and through him Haskell Noyes of this review is eligible 
to membership with the Sons of the American Revolution. 

The paternal grandparents of Haskell Noyes were John and Mary 
Stanton (Millard) Noyes, who on leaving the Kast moved to Dela- 
field, Wisconsin, where their son, George Henry Noyes, obtained his 
early education, and after atttending Appleon College he was grad- 
uated from the University of Wisconsin in 18738 with the Bachelor 
of Arts degree. Periods of teaching and manual labor during vaca- 
tions enabled him to meet the expenses of his college course, and 
he became assistant librarian of the University and later assistant 
state librarian. Following his admission to the bar he practiced for 
a year in Milwaukee with former Chief Justice Dixon and then a 
year later became a partner in the law firm of Dixon, Hooker, Wegg 
& Noyes. His next partnership relation was with George C. Mark- 
ham, under the firm name of Markham & Noyes, and on January 1, 
1888, he became judge of the Superior Court at Milwaukee, but 
resigned in March, 1890, to resume private practice in the firm of 
Miller, Noyes & Miller. In 1906 he was appointed counsel for the 
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, so continuing until 
his death. For several years he delivered special lectures on the 
subject of common carriers before the law school of the University 
of Wisconsin and he belonged to the Milwaukee County Bai Associa- 
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tion, the Wisconsin State Bar Association, of which he was president 
in 1904-05, and the American Bar Association. 

A Republican in politics, Judge Noyes was appointed by Gov- 
ernor Hoard a regent of the University of Wisconsin, serving from 
1890 until 1902, being vice president of the board from 1897 to 


{ 


1898 and president from 1899 to 1901. In 1904 the University con- | 


ferred on him the Doctor of Laws degree. He was on the board of 
commissioners Which had charge of the erection of the State His- 


| 


torical building in Madison; for several years was on the board of | 


the Emergency Hospital of Milwaukee and a member of the com- 
mittee in charge of Forest Home cemetery of Milwaukee and of the 
Associated Charities. He was the author of the plan and procured 
the egislation for the establishment of the Lake Shore Drive and 
Boulevard in Milwaukee. He attended St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
was a member of the City, Town, Milwaukee and Milwaukee Country 
clubs and of the honorary literary society of Alpha Beta Kappa. 

In November, 1876, Judge Noyes married Agnes Alice Haskell, 


of Chicago, a descendant of Prince Haskell, who was captured by the | 


Indians and taken to Montreal but escaped and returned to his Ver- 
mont farm. In 1851 Daniel and Anna §S. Haskell, parents of Mrs. 
George Noyes, were married in Wisconsin, she having come to this 
state in young womanhood to teach school, Mr. Haskell being at the 
time a young farmer of Jefferson County. They made the trip in 
a covered wagon to California at the time of the gold rush and there 
Mrs. Noyes was born in 1855. Mr. Haskell died on the West Coast 
and his widow, with her three small children, returned to the Middle 
West, settling in Evanston, Illinois. In 1876 Mrs. Noyes was grad- 
uated from the University of Wisconsin as a classmate of Senator 
Robert M. La Follette and his wife, who was then Belle Case. In 
November of that year Agnes Haskell became the wife of George 
Henry Noyes. He died January 10, 1916, while her death occurred 
March 15, 1938. They had five children: Emily, who is now Mrs. 
William Dalrymple, of Minneapolis, Minnesota; Katherine, the wife 
of B. S. Harrison, of Minneapolis; Haskell; Margaret, the wife of 
D. R. McLellan, of Lake Forest, Illinois; and Helen, now Mrs. W. J. 
Flather, of Washington, D. C. 

After studying in the public schools and Milwaukee Academy, 
Haskell Noyes, at the age of sixteen years, entered the Ridge school 
at Washington, Connecticut, and later enrolled as a student in Yale 
University, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1908. On 
his return to Wisconsin he became a law student in the State Uni- 
versity and the LL. B. degree was conferred on him in 1911. Soon 
after his graduation, however, he entered the insurance business in 
Chicago and was later in the same line in New York with the firm 
of Marsh & McLennan. The year 1915 again found him in Milwaukee, 
where he became one of the incorporators of the Leedom, Miller & 
Noyes Company, but his business activities were interrupted by his 
enlistment in 1917 in the United States Army. After receiving train- 
ing in the officers camp at Fort Sheridan he was commissioned a first 
lieutenant and went overseas in July, 1918, remaining until May, 
1919. In September before his return he was advanced to a captaincy 
of the field artillery, with which rank he was discharged at Camp 
Custer May 13, 1919. Immediately returning to Milwaukee, he was 
soon engaged again in the insurance business, winning: a clientele 
that makes full demand upon his time and energies and has gained 
him prominence in his chosen field. The predecessor company was 
established in 1886, while the Leedom, Miller & Noyes Company was 
incorporated in 1915, Mr. Noyes becoming the president on the death 
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‘of James Leedom in 1932 and the firm name was changed to Leedom, 
O’Connor & Noyes Company. 

At Titusville, Pennsylvania, October 20, 1917, Mr. Noyes married 
‘Helen Benson Emerson, who was born there, a daughter of Charles F. 
and Bessie (Benson) Emerson, of English ancestry, she being a 

direct descendant of Ralph Waldo Emerson. Her father, who was 
born in Portage, Wisconsin, in 1866, died during the early girlhood 
‘of Mrs. Noyes, who is a graduate of the Dobbs Ferry school of New 
York and then spent some time in study in Italy and in travel abroad. 
Mr. and Mrs. Noyes have two daughters and two sons: Helen, also 
'a graduate of the Dobbs Ferry school, is now the wife of David A. 
Hyde, of Naugatuck, Connecticut, and the mother of two children, 
‘Lucy Emerson and Helen Benson; Margaret Kmerson is a graduate 
of the Finch Junior College; Haskell Jr., who attended Yale and 
/was graduated on the accelerated plan in 1944, six months early, 
_ because of the war, is now in training with the Marines; and Waldo 
, Emerson, attending the Milwaukee Country Day School. 
Mr. Noyes is a civic-minded man who served as chairman of the 
_ Wisconsin Conservation Commission, being much interested in the 
subject of conservation. His father was active in the development 
of the park system along the lake and Mr. Noyes is now a member 
of the Milwaukee County park commission, which has accomplished 
much for the city’s improvement. He is a member of the Milwaukee 
and Milwaukee Country clubs, the Rotary Club, of which he has 
been a director, the Graduate Club of Yale at New Haven, the Yale 
Club of New York and was formerly president of the Izaak Walton 
| League of Wisconsin. He has a summer home on Brule River in 
Douglas County and there obtains his recreation from the arduous 
- eares of business. His religious faith is that of the Episcopal church. 


LYNDE BraDLEY. In a history of those who have contributed to 
the material development of Milwaukee it is imperative that mention 
be made of Lynde Bradley, who passed away in this city February 
8, 1942, at the age of sixty-four. He was the principal founder of 
the Allen-Bradley Company, manufacturers of electric controls and 
was instrumental in developing the business from a one man concern 
until it was one of the largest establishments of the kind in the 
country, employing more than thirteen hundred people. His knowl- 
edge of the electrical field in which he operated was comprehensive 
and exact and led to the constant expansion of his interests until 
the business had gained a place of leadership in this particular line. 

In this business Lynde Bradley was associated with his brother, 
Harry, both native sons of Milwaukee, where Lynde Bradley was 
born August 19, 1878. His grandfather on the maternal side was 
William Pitt Lynde, a recognized leader in the political circles of 
Wisconsin for many years. He was born in Sherburn, Chenango 
County, New York, in 1817, and belonged to one of the old and 
influential families of that state. Following his graduation from 
Yale University in the class of 1838 he decided to try his fortune 
in the Middle West and removed to Milwaukee, where he sooi won 
a prominent position as a member of the bar and also as an influential 
factor in political circles. He was a gentleman of broad education 
and liberal culture and was a forceful public speaker, possessing a 
strong, clear voice, and thus he left the impress of his individuality 
upon the history of the state. Particularly was his influence felt in 
Democratic circles and he was again and again called to public office. 
In 1841 he was sent to Washington as congressman from this dis- 
trict and in 1844 was attorney general of Wisconsin, while the fol- 


Vol. 3—16 


of Wopa ib 
7 a? 7 ‘a 4 
boty ste wth i ees as raitotad Prien . 
DT eetredO Ia rontyiiab & Supp stud aay ow wortsncl couned 
* usted Ile addons Helga to vortaad (Horned) oi 


ty cule sonthet whi wow oblaG dqtsi. 30.Jnabasresb. 9: . Oe 
bod ivim eisin SH Siteinh boib agar at ingooalW Syahid a n° " 
‘W5Y! Jo %ogiine QU = be Ado seh) Py Staihy 328 al ony eevee enh of 
Lovie eras tat Bile intt id y tiausse ht OM srdoe dasqe mod} bas 20 
0 fi irobedt BOR «yer inves eiyidegab o “i aved aoyorl wif b 8 
sev att ta ates OHt wort 2 om don gris added and Yo siaubans 
MA DINS awd —fomtadonm sd} bre Juve  olosheaua to ab 
Nein? & Bi Mog isnt 3s eee . tonmsth oS oH bas roe rea 
bia. la € hahesthes ‘ory lodegti ; solo wintnl doAvq 4 -} oy 
804 AE ate ef. aie ale bubotolyves ot me hajaubery | sae; 
CTY fyb beotiighl od} sitive Muhvis wad ‘it Wom al (188 ol to sausoed | 


tonto, yall era by reinwihi ait gnibsstis | Site i r. 
Rl 1G Nertieiy oh fesyus wid f Nae Debheyivges ovis gi eayows 1M 
il. ei Date. iat fouie itt red... aivha: Tecserat 1 Hots Tt9RIOD triesoontW a), 


Niovise pode wots sit fit. .9 yous If ry tonsa} 


7 


“it moliavasenos to he 
SOMO BOWE at Ory “UM Vist atei odd ynola Teese ye. an 
ad UP IOIOR ead. MOLI STEP itn ite Bim AMG) ooxuswil 
SMI NDE aN) Wy CG eet aH ay ISVO Lg a thy oi} “at <n 
a AUST GR 1 Re Tt cae a Cs og oy hist 


hull piped ait diy > “thao, sedunwlh Bp 
Gk 19 RE wei 4 7 me LO dit Osi pete geht eialasciib 6 Hood | 
‘ i r id ‘44 ' ty t ou < 


hiss Sy la fal) aItY Vinsteyot saw ins Ac0X way" to duf 
i OVI STE HO" Set art- vorrrreetes tf 2a aff vere Wo 9 


‘aitoulsmy oak MYT MOE ee Bit pLadldo HOY Korey wD xtauod 
Al siste bigoveiaudl odd to banc bot fl thea wiiitee «4s mth ce 


ot bs An. vital ov euont to rotuid & ml xt i ta Y rad, 
fOr ian ted . cet Geri 4b tt vedtiondiM TO toga i3 
Cuaridet Wty dud Ase brea wav | Ys thaw obeyed obi 


iy SSD OR bsg (ocrtrep oH) ew att 


/ HuNtV ide ty Snes AY hes 
Dawe : ' 


' mt 


res 
Pa 


1 
JALIL S fraseatgt 


nt tots; 
19dil f 


MIHOd Issa th vgs PUBS TRS it Tesd vase OD eSB TE A 
"1: JOO FTI EY nth "hs agind -otht WitipOr 2V 9h mt Larberonna ted Bia 
’ % i: ots a Poe (tai 94) bo ae apw ti fag! 
beth MAS) st ars od4ie? mead Some atiyolqias xtatiog | - 
rit 1) Uy t5¢ iy ain we ec otha a abgrelal - « 
litay Abba ai hh % gts ‘a TSI 2 RBatoy Bad i bets, sane bat 4 
OMtL sli ia EN SL Ate A of bo uel) af epee evoieud © 
dot Aalat iifias fatinge, z 8 ibe Ess bout ober sd eiett al 
JEM ERIGME Shh Hast FH oes Path te 4h uy ee ihtod “i 
/ Rit SNe Anita ont) Gowen toieiy Bhi Bae ea MC 
/t Joc anksvid fepiihog 9) ty sahpak of. Ninoy i obayd 
; Wwyudirai > HINTS rm it MOD” ei Sh SUG IE are 
\ |. Die lo Sus YS ane. ot roses bre. STAP. 
e SR eul yao ote tee? to. ea 
% SBINVOT eu way of Honiieh. sh BEM ty we Bh vat ai 
OW G02 an bay CORB le Odo (GL ny bag se 
ome. it an a6 onbe tice “dE SAS LO Sd iigcier Bt 
iy, Tacit B-2eH ohT  pghon ty &, 
t; GiMeeo ji as Pabst, otine WTsoret ¢ 2nw hon Pi 
“ilgvbiy hit vid Yb B29 and 14h on elsitg. oe “gals pyeernd} 
a) iY 4oneukyi at BIE: Tint worst aaa dt Weir edt noqu 
wali » Obileter of ofl $) Hiner its (UnSs saw ad” site .omel a 
a ae tify Mel demterey HUD Es (Ota WE od ged on apd : 
-hok sit} affay enaiecy/ To liveonay ois eae BABE 4 


eee pe 


A66 WISCONSIN 


lowing year he became United States attorney. In 1860 he was 
elected mayor of Milwaukee and he represented this district in the 
national halls of legislation during the thirtieth, forty-fourth and 
forty-fifth Congresses. He died August 17, 1913. His wife was 
named as the first social service worker of Milwaukee, being most 
helpfully interested in charitable, civic and club affairs. She in- 
augurated the movement that resulted in taking the county’s orphan 
children from the county alms house and placing them in a home 
designed especially for their care. In 1850 she founded the Indus- 
trial School for Girls and the Milwaukee Orphan Asylum. She also 
served on the board of visitors of the University of Wisconsin and 
was instrumental in having the women’s dormitories built there. In 
18938 she was a member of the Wisconsin delegation to the World’s 
Coluntbian Exposition in Chicago—her last public service. 

Such is the ancestral background of Lynde Bradley, who, reared 
in Milwaukee, attended the public schools here and when a student 
in the Highteenth district school read what appealed to him as a 
most interesting description of an electrical control device utilizing 
carbon plates. Tis inventive and practical turn of mind was at once 
impressed with the possible industrial uses of this device, and in the 
basement of his own home, upon a small lathe, he built the first con- 
trol that was largely to revolutionize work of that character. Later 
he studied electrical affairs through a correspondence course and 
opened an X-ray laboratory in the old Pabst building. Among his 
patrons was Dr. Stanton Allen, an orthopoedic surgeon of Milwaukee 
who became much interested in the recently discovered methods of 
X-ray photography. A close friendship sprang up between Mr. 
Bradley and Dr. Allen and when the former mentioned his idea 
of an electrical] control for cranes that would be more fool proof 
than devices then existing the Doctor offered to finance its construc- 
tion to the sum of one thousand dollars, and thus the new enterprise 
had its inception. 

In a shed back of his home Mr. Bradley began perfecting his 
model and did all the work by hand, for he then possessed no power 
machinery. Needing funds to market his product, he arranged for 
a Muskegon, Michigan, firm to manufacture the controls, but this 
arrangement did not prove satisfactory and in 1909 Mr. Bradley, 
abetted by Doctor Allen, began manufacturing the controls in Mil- 
waukee. When the Doctor removed to California a little later Mr. 
Bradley was joined by his brother, Harry, and the business, which 
had a most modest beginning, has since been successfully carried on, 
being today one of the important productive enterprises of the city. 
Their large and well equipped plant now furnishes employment to 
more than thirteen hundred people. Lynde Bradley remained the 
directing spirit of the enterprise to the time of his death in 1942, 
when his brother, Harry, was elected to the presidency. 

On June 28, 1912, Mr. Lynde Bradley married Miss Caroline 
Doll, daughter of Frederick Doll, an early paper manufacturer of 
Milwaukee. Mrs. Bradley now makes her home in the Cudahy Tower. 


THE ELECTRIC MOTOR CORPORATION of Racine was started as a 
small manufacturing enterprise on October 12, 1932, its organizers 
being I. H. Dunham, H. 8. Wagoner and Ralph Kellogg, the purpose 
being to make fractional horse-power motor assemblies. The original 
plant occupied a space of about two thousand square feet, all on 
one floor and, like most newly created industries, the progress of the 
business was at first slow, but after two or three years there was a 
gradual and satisfactory increase in their patronage. 
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In the early days I. H. Dunham was the president of the company 
and the only one who took an active part in the management and 
conduct of the business. Mr. Kellogg was serving as vice president 
and Mr. Wagoner as secretary-treasurer. As the company progressed 
into its third year there arose a considerable public demand for 
small motors such as were being manufactured by the Electric Motor 
Corporation, these being used chiefly in the coin machine industry. 
With the steady growth of their trade the company was obliged to 
lease additional space to meet their manufacturing requirements. 
This led to a widening of their business acquaintance with a conse- 
quent enlargement of their patronage and by the end of their fourth 
year they were employing twenty-five people. Mr. Dunham remained 
at the head of the business, performing all the functions of manage- 
ment, sales, engineering and production. 

From that time forward the business steadily grew and developed, 
new designs were created and new markets were secured. Something 
of the continuous development of the enterprise is indicated in the 
fact that at about the close of the sixth year they were employing 
forty men and additional space was acquired to house their facilities. 
During the seventh year of operation the company moved to 1215 
State Street. This plant includes both office and factory of about 
15,000 feet. The development of the business resulted in new motor 
designs being produced as well as new gear reduction assemblies and 
new markets were secured so that by the latter part of 1940 the 
company had about ninety employes. 

By 1941 the attention of the armed forces was directed to the use 
of motors and by the latter part of that year a considerable number 
of motors was being manufactured for military use. The sale of 
motors had so increased that by 1942 the company was sending its 
entire production to the various branches of the armed services, 
thereby producing a substantial growth in the business. The orders 
still continued to pour in and their equipment was being used in 
connection with aircraft application, radar equipment and other 
branches of service. 

On September 1, 1943, Mr. Dunham sold his stock in the company 
to his two sons, Allen J. and Charles T., the former becoming the new 
president of the organization while Charles was made vice president 
and secretary. Everet K. Hansen became treasurer. Although Mr. 
Dunham retired from active management of the business, he still 
retained his interest and became sales representative and consultant 
engineer for the New York and New Jersey territory. 

After the reorganization the business continued to gain momentum 
and today the enterprise employs one hundred and eighty men. The 
company sales are largely handled through manufacturers’ agents in 
New York, Boston, Chicago and San Francisco. Plans are being 
made to meet further war production needs and to develop motors 
for postwar requirements. 

Mr. I. H. Dunham married Winifred Cope. They had a family 
of three sons and three daughters: Allen, Charles, John, Ruth, Mary 
and Dorothy. 

Allen J. Dunham was born in Racine, April 3, 1911. He acquired 
his early education in the Racine schools and then worked for his 
father, gaining a practical knowledge of all phases of the work. When 
his father retired from active management of the Electric Motor 
Corporation in 1943 he was made president and manager. He was 
a member of St. Rose’s Catholic Church and the Holy Name Society, 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Exchange Club, the 
Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Civil Air Patrol. He married 
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Genevieve Willing, and they had two children: Jay and Lauranna. 
Mr. Dunham was interested in flying and while flying to Sky Harbor, 
Illinois, on April 26, 1944, to take his examination for the private 
pilot’s license his plane was lost in a low cloud bank and. crashed 
before it could be righted. Mr. Dunham was killed instantly. 

Charles T. Dunham, born in Racine, July 7, 1915, is now president 
of the Electric Motor Corporation. He was educated in Racine, 
graduating from high school in 1932 and then had three years at 
Marquette University. In 1935 he joined his father in the Electric 
Motor Corporation, starting in the shop. Later he was made secre- 
tary of the corporation and subsequently vice president. Upon the 
death of his brother he was made president in July, 1944. 

Mr. Dunham married Catherine Ondercin on September 17, 1935, 
and to them were born four children: Lon P., born October 9, 1936; 
Constance L., born February 7, 1938; Gary R., born September 11, 
1943; and Charles Thomas Jr., born February 19, 1945. Mr. Dunham 
is a member of the Elks lodge, Association of Commerce, Meadow 
Brook Country Club, Knights of Columbus and Holy Name Society. 
In politics he is a Republican. He is a member of the St. Rose Catholic 
Church. Mrs. Dunham is active in the Catholic Junior League and 
Red Cross work. 

John Dunham is a lieutenant in the United States Army Air 
Corps and during the second World War was stationed at Fredericks, 
Oklahoma. 

The three daughters are still attending school and living with 
the parents. 


SAM T. SWANSEN, a member of the Milwaukee bar who is retired 
general counsel of The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Com- 
pany, was born on a farm in St. Croix County, near Baldwin, Wiscon- 
sin, in 1868, a son of Torfin and Ragna (Erdall) Swansen, who were 
natives of Norway. During his childhood days the father came to 
the United States. He devoted his life to farming until his later 
years, when he retired and removed to Madison, where his death 
oecurred in 1924. . 

Sam T. Swansen supplemented his early education by study in the 
University of Wisconsin, where he was awarded the Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1890 and the LL.B. degree in 1892, in which year 
he was admitted to practice in the Wisconsin courts and opened an 
office in Madison. His early connection was as a member of the 
firm of Erdall & Swansen, while later he was a partner in the firm 
of Tennys, Hall & Swansen and subsequently Richmond, Jackson & 
Swansen. He was making steady professional progress through all 
these years and in 1916 he came to Milwaukee as assistant counsel 
with The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, filling that 
position until 1929. Through the succeeding year he was assistant 
general counsel, and since January, 1930, he has been general coun- 
sel. He ranks high as a corporation lawyer and since coming to 
Milwaukee has been accorded an enviable position in the legal circles 
of the city. 

Mr. Swansen has membership in the American Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar Associa- 
tion. His fraternities are Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Delta Phi. He 
has membership in the University Club of Milwaukee and politically 
is a Republican.. 

On the 2d of July, 1902, Mr. Swansen married Jessie L. Nelson, 
who was born in Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, and is a daughter of 
Charles and Elizabeth (Coleman) Nelson, both now deceased. Mr. 
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and Mrs. Swansen became parents of four sons, but Sam Torfin, who 
was the third in order of birth, is now deceased. The eldest, Theo- 
dore Lawrence, is a graduate of the Riverside high school of Mil- 
waukee and pursued a course in engineering at the University of 
Wisconsin, after which he became connected with the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company. He married Clarinda Crittenden, and 
they have two children, Samuel Theodore and Christopher Crittenden. 
John Phillips, a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is now loan 
agent with The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, and 
is located in Atlanta, Georgia. He married Nancy Ellen, and they 
have two little daughters, Dorothea Ellen and Christina. Robert 
Coleman, the youngest son, attended the Milwaukee Country Day 
School, Riverside high school and the Wisconsin University, where 
he pursued both literary and scientific courses, and he is now a 
technical sergeant in the infantry service of the United States Army. 


Epwarp J. PETERSON, owner of the Peterson Roofing, Siding & 
Insulation Company of Milwaukee, where he established and has 
carried on the business since 1935, was born in lron Mountain, Michi- 
gan, April 20, 1898, a son of Per Hric and Sophia (Johnson) Peter- 
son, who were natives of Sweden. Both are now deceased. Obtaining 
his education in Michigan, Edward J. Peterson supplemented his 
early training by taking a business course in a night school while 
spending his days in the employ of an advertising agency. He had 
experience in many lines of business in his early manhood and from 
each learned the lessons therein contained. For a short time he 
was with the Procter & Gamble Company and later he was serving 
as a hotel clerk in Iron Mountain about the time that Henry Ford 
started to acquire his enormous holdings in iron mines and lumber in 
that part of the state. He was also with Sears, Roebuck & Company 
as a manager of the applied roofing department, in connection with 
which he opened and operated branches in various cities, including 
Green Bay and Marinette in Wisconsin and Davenport, Burlington 
and Dixon, Illinois. 

Coming to Milwaukee in 1920, Mr. Peterson was made assistant 
price clerk with the Western Iron Stores Company, Inc., and later, 
with a partner, he engaged in the contracting business in northern 
Wisconsin, building various homes and summer cottages in [ron 
and Vilas counties. In 1933 he was appointed sales manager by the 
Baxton Asphalt Service, Inc., and so continued until 1935, when, 
desirous that his labors should more directly benefit himself, he 
founded his present business under the name of the Peterson Roofing, 
Siding & Insulation Company and has since thus operated. He 
handles the K. & M. Century White Siding shingles, which are avail- 
able in three styles and are particularly strong and durable, being 
compressed to rock-like hardness. They are an asbestos cement 
siding shingle, and in addition Mr. Peterson handles roofing shingles: 
and Ford-V-Neer, which is a superior insulated brick-design siding. 
His insulation werk is done with mineral wool, known as the United 
States Rockwool, which has been manufactured since 1875, and which 
saves from thirty to forty per cent on fuel. It is a permanent barrier 
against the passage of heat through the walls and roof of a building 
and is installed in brick, stone, stucco or frame houses, where it will 
continue to serve its purpose while the building stands. Mr. Peterson 
employs only thoroughly trained workmen, who understand both the 
science and the practical workings of such insulations, and the satis- 
factory results of his work have brought him a steadily increasing 
patronage which makes his business one of gratifying success. 
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Mr. Peterson married Verna Morey, a native of Waupaca, Wis- 
consin, and a daughter of Richard and Ellen Morey, who were 
descended from English and Danish ancestry. Mr. and Mrs. Peter- 
son have two sons, Richard Edward and Larry. The father is a 
member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and along 
the line of his business is connected with the Milwaukee Roofing 
Association. Starting in the business world empty-handed, he has 
advanced step by step, building upon his broadening experiences until 
he has won a most creditable place among the substantial business 
men of his adopted city. One of Mr. Peterson’s hobbies is 120 acres 
of land in Marinette County, where he has a summer cottage and 
where he enjoys his vacations. He also enjoys fishing and hunting. 


Oscar A. LANGE, who is the office manager of the Badger Shirt 
Company, one of the important manufacturing interests of Racine, 
with offices at 1125 Sixth Street, was born May 10, 1906, in the city 
which is still his place of residence, his parents being Paul J. and 
Elizabeth (Sahorske) Lange. He is a grandson of Martin Lange, 
who left Germany, where he was born, and became a resident of 
South Milwaukee in 1891. Removing to Racine in 1910, he continued 
his residence here until his death, which occurred in 1941, when he 
had reached the eighty-fifth milestone on life’s journey. His wife 
passed away in 1942, at the age of eighty-seven years. Their son, 
Paul J. Lange, father of Oscar Lange, has long been an active business 
man here and is mentioned at length elsewhere in this work. 

Oscar A. Lange, the second in order of birth in a family of four 
children, three sons and a daughter, acquired his education in the 
public schools of Racine and in early manhood became an employe of 
the Signal Shirt Company of this city, where he gained his initial 
business experience. Later he became department manager of the 
Waukegan Dry Goods Company, thus continuing until 1982, when he 
joined the Badger Shirt Company that had been organized by his 
father and Leo A. Shoys and has since served the business as office 
manager. His early training with the Signal: Shirt Company stood 
him in good stead as he took up this work, and his efforts have proven 
of much worth in the further successful conduct of the business. In 
addition to his connection with the Badger Shirt Company he and his 
brother are engaged in the retail shirt business in Racine under the 
firm style of Lange Brothers. He early realized that close application 
is one of the essentials in the attainment of success, and his energy 
and firm purpose have carried him steadily forward as the years 
have passed. 

On the 5th of June, 1934, Mr. Lange married Ella Resan, a 
daughter of Stephen and Ann (Kriszt) Resan, both of whom were 
natives of Hungary, the mother being brought to the United States 
during her girlhood days, while Mr. Resan crossed the Atlantic when 
a youth of nineteen years. He became a resident of Racine in 1923 
and here conducted a filling station for about seven years. In 1930 
he went to Chicago, where he conducted a meat market and grocery 
store until 1936. He is now living retired from active business cares, 
having well earned the rest that he now enjoys in Seffner, Florida, 
where he is making his home. Mr. and Mrs. Lange have become 
parents of two children: Carol A., who was born April 10, 1987, and 
David Oscar, born on the Ist day of April, 1939. The family residence 
is at 1217 Goold Street. Mr. Lange belongs to the United Commercial 
Travelers and his religious belief is indicated in his membership 
eonnection with St. John’s Catholic Church. Politically he has never 
bound himself by party ties, voting independently after considering 
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the capabilities of those seeking office. In his leisure hours he takes 
fishing trips, which he greatly enjoys. Industry and perseverance in 
business, however, are his dominant characteristics and have carried 
him forward to the goal of success. 


HERBERT M. NELSON is the secretary of Nelson Brothers & Strom 
Company, engineers and machinists of Racine, who established this 
business in 1919. Born in Racine, January 8, 1890, he is a son of Her- 
bert and Sylvina E. (Jorgensen) Nelson, who are mentioned at length 
in connection with the record of Frank A. Nelson on another page of 
this work. The public school system of the city provided him with his 
educational opportunities but when he was a youth of twelve he started 
out to earn his own living and when thirteen years of age began learn- 
ing the machinist’s trade, which he followed for many years, working 
as a machinist until 1940. He then quit the actual labor and has since 
concentrated his attention upon his official duties with the company. 
He was’ with Thomas A. Edison in experimental and research work, 
serving directly under Mr. Edison at the Key West Navy Yard during 
the first World War and having supervision over eighteen men. 

Mr. Nelson was thus engaged until 1919, when he returned to 
Racine and in company with his two brothers, Frank A. and Laurence 
B., and C. O. Strom, he became one of the organizers of the Nelson 
Brothers & Strom Company, which has since successfully operated. 
They started in the garage business and also opened a small machine 
shop, in connection with which they were dealers in Bethlehem trucks 
and Jordan automobiles. That small enterprise they have developed 
into a large business, during which time they have produced between 
fifty and sixty machines which are of great importance in industrial 
trade circles. In 1944 they were doing one hundred per cent war 
work in connection with aircraft and with army and navy de- 
mands along their line, and such has been the continuous and 
substantial growth of the business that they now employ 430 men, 
while their plant covers an entire city block or about three acres. It 
is located at 1620 Racine Street and is equipped with all the modern 
facilities necessary for the successful prosecution of the business: The 
partners have worked together in absolute harmony, the labors of one 
ably supplementing and rounding out the efforts of the other, and each 
year has borne evidence of an increasing trade, which is now one of 
extensive proportions. The Racine Stoker Manufacturing Company 
is a subsidiary of the Nelson Brothers & Strom Company, and in this 
connection they have developed a domestic and commercial stoker 
which is proving a big success and now commands a ready sale. 

On the 5th of May, 1923, Mr. Nelson married Laura Elizabeth 
Wheeler, a daughter of Merrill Herbert and Cora A. (Kelley) Wheeler, 
the former.a native of Rutland, Massachusetts, while the mother was 
born in Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. Wheeler was a broker in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, for many years and had previously engaged in the grocery 
business in that city and had been a lumber merchant in Marshfield, 
Wisconsin. He died in January, 1924, while his wife survived him for 
about six years, passing away in 1930. Their daughter, Mrs. Nelson, 
traces her ancestry back to Colonial times, being a descendant of 
Warren Wheeler, who was famous in the Revolutionary War. She is 
also a niece of Governor William Henry Upham, who was elected Wis- 
consin’s chief executive in 1911. Mr. and Mrs. Nelson have had four 
children: Virginia, who was born February 28, 1924, and died on the 
2d of March following; Shirley Ray, who was born June 138, 1925, and 
died October 5, 1926; Hope Maryland, born May 13, 1928; and Marian 
Elizabeth, born January 6, 1981. Mrs. Nelson is a member of the 
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Daughters of the American Revolution. Both Mr. and Mrs. Nelson 
belong to the First Baptist Church and he is a trustee thereof. He has 
always given his political support to the Republican party since age 
conferred on him the right of franchise, but he has never sought to 
figure prominently in political connections, always preferring to con- 
centrate his time and energies upon his business affairs, in connection 
with which he has made gratifying progress. 


CoNnRAD Fox, who died February 26, 1916, had long been one of 
the substantial residents of Racine County and the city of Racine, 
and his activities were a factor in shaping the history of this section 
of Wisconsin. He was born in Obstadt, Baden, Germany, January 
8, 1833, a son of Jacob and Catherine (Wensel) Fox. A mason by 
trade, the father developed an extensive business as a contractor and 
he also owned and operated a stone quarry. His first wife died about 
1847 and he afterward married Catherine Werner, with whom he 
came to the United States in 1850, accompanied by his seven chil- 
dren, six of whom were born of his first marriage, while later four 
more children were born of the second marriage. The family first 
settled in New York State, whence they removed to Racine, Wis- 
consin, in 1852 and a little later took up their abode in Caledonia 
township, Racine County. Jacob Fox and his wife were members of 
the German Lutheran church. While hauling a load of wood to town 
he fell under the wagon and was run over and killed. 

Conrad Fox, son of Jacob and Catherine (Wensel) Fox, attended 
the public schools of his native land and afterward learned the 
mason’s trade under his father’s direction. He was a youth of 
seventeen when the family came to the new world and in New York 
State he spent the succeeding five years in the employ of one farmer. 
On the 8th of January, 1855, at Scarey Cook, New York, he married 
Bridget McCarthy, a native of Ireland, who at the age of sixteen 
years came to this country in company with her brother. The year 
following their marriage Conrad Fox and his wife started for Wis- 
consin, and on reaching Racine County established their home in a 
little shanty near the site of the residence which Mr. Fox long oc- 
cupied in later years. His capital of six hundred dollars which he 
brought with him from the East was. largely invested in land, he 
purchasing five acres, for which he paid one hundred and four dollars 
per acre. After planting that tract he worked for William Beswick 
in the lime business, and as he was able to save something from his 
earnings he added to his land holdings until he had eighty-five acres. 
It was in 1879 that he opened a stone quarry on his place and the 
following year began manufacturing lime. Although he started out 
in business life empty-handed, he gradually added to his accum- 
ulations until he was regarded as one of the prosperous residents 
of this section of the state and he assisted his sons to start out by 
giving them a share in his business. 

Conrad and Bridget (McCarthy) Fox had a family of two daugh- 
ters and three sons, of whom Catherine E. died in infancy. John J. 
became a partner of his father; William took up the occupation of 
farming in Renville County, Minnesota; Conrad Jr. also became 
associated with his father in the lime business and is mentioned else- 
where in this work; and Ellen M. The mother passed away February 
8, 1887. Mr. Fox was again married on April 3, 1888, when Mrs. 
Hannah (Burger) Erhardt became his wife. She was born in 
Saxony, Germany, and came alone to the United States in 1858. The 
four sons of her first marriage are all deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Conrad 
Fox had membership in the German Lutheran church and he was a 
member of the Business Men’s Association. For nine years he served 
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as school treasurer and he was always interested in those things which 
are a matter of civic virtue and pride. 


CONRAD Fox, who died in Racine, February 7, 1944, at the ad- 
vanced age of eighty-two years, had long been an active and highly 
respected business man of this city, where his entire life was passed. 
He was born on Northwestern Avenue in Racine, August 23, 1861, 
a son of Conrad and Bridget (McCarthy) Fox, the former born in 
Baden Baden, Germany, while the mother was a native of Ireland. 
In pioneer times Conrad Fox Sr. arrived in Wisconsin and made his 
home on a farm just outside the city limits of Racine, but entered 
the commercial field in 1878 by organizing the Foxes Lime & Stone 
Company. 

Conrad Fox Jr., then seventeen years of age, became actively 
identified with the business, burning lime in the kilns and hauling 
stone to various parts of Racine, Milwaukee and Kenosha counties, 
where it was used in many building and construction projects. He 
early learned the real value of industry, determination and enterprise 
as factors in the attainment of success, and those qualities character- 
ized his entire life. His memory compassed the early period when 
oxen were a means of transportation here, yet he was always inter- 
ested in progress and rejoiced in modern development. He marked 
the growth of transportation facilities through the horse and buggy 
period, the railroad era and on to the days of airplane travel, which 
he greatly enjoyed. On one occasion he breakfasted in Texas, then 
chartered a plane and had dinner in his home in Racine that night. 

Mr. Fox continued with the Foxes Lime & Stone Company and 
was a factor in their entry into the ice business in 1893 when they 
began harvesting and distributing natural ice cut from the Root 
River and from the stone quarry. A few years later they constructed 
two artificial artesian water ponds on Northwestern Avenue, covering 
seventeen acres, and thus obtained a large supply of ice. The business 
was reorganized in 1909, under the name of the Fox Ice Company, 
and this was followed by the purchase of Utica Lake at Dousman in 
Waukesha County, whereby they secured the Waukesha Springs ice 
for distribution in Racine. In 1920 the company built a modern ice 
manufacturing plant at 724 Racine Avenue and in 1940 they broadened 
the scope of the business to include the bottling and distribution of 
Red Rock carbonated beverages, their sales territory covering Racine, 
Walworth and Kenosha counties. Mr. Fox remained an active factor 
in the development and control of the business until 1941, when an 
acute heart attack caused his retirement. He had been with the 
organization for sixty-three years and much of the success of the 
business had resulted from his sound judgment, his keen insight 
and his progressive methods. 

In 1890 Mr. Fox was united in marriage to Miss Anna McCormick, 
and they established their home just across the fields from his birth- 
place. Mrs. Fox was born in Kenosha County, October 9, 1860, a 
daughter of Patrick and Ann (Cunningham) McCormick, who were 
natives of Ireland, whence they came to the United States, settling 
on a farm in Kenosha and Racine counties about 1888. This Mr. 
McCormick cultivated throjghout his remaining days, his death 
occurring January 1, 1905, while his wife died May 6, 1912. The 
death of their daughter, Mrs. Fox, occurred April 28, 1929, while 
Mr. Fox survived her for fifteen years. Their surviving daughter 
and sons are: Ruth Mary, who is a teacher in the Milwaukee State 
Teachers College; Stephen P., who is the president of the Fox Ice 
& Beverage Company; and Raymond E., owner of a fruit ranch in 
Yakima, Washington. One daughter, Mother Elizabeth Fox of the 
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Cenacle of St. Regis in New York City, died there January 20, 1944, 
and a son, Conrad M. Fox,-who had served his country as a soldier 
in the first World War, died May 13, 1933. Mr. Fox was widely 
known in Racine, where he had lived for eighty-two years, and while 
there were no spectacular phases in his history his entire record 
commended him to the confidence and good will of his friends and 
neighbors, who felt keen regret at his passing. 


PATRICK MCCoRMICK. The year 1843 witnessed the arrival of 
the McCormick family in Wisconsin and since that time representa- 
tives of the name have borne helpful part in the development and 
upbuilding of the state. Patrick McCormick was born in Ireland, 
March 17, 1825, the eldest son of Michael and Mary McCormick. 
The parents were natives of Cloondenlough, County Roscommon, Ire- 
land, where they remained until 1841, when, with their five children, 
they made the long voyage across the Atlantic to establish their home 
in the new world. After spending a few months in Albany, New York, 
they traveled westward by way of the Great Lakes and settled in 
Brighton, Kenosha County, Wisconsin, where Michael McCormick 
purchased land from the United States Government. On May 25, 
1843, he and his friend, Michael Tighe, secured joint title to two 
tracts comprising one hundred and sixty acres. Three years later 
(August 18, 1846) My. Tighe registered a quit claim deed to his half 
of the property, assigning it to Mr. McCormick. On September 29 
of the previous year Michael McCormick had purchased forty acres 
adjoining his property and on August 15, 1846, he bought an eighty- 
acre tract. From H. Reilly on December 18, 1846, he purchased an- 
other eighty acres and added to that on December 18, 1849, forty 
more acres from J. W. Trowbridge, so that he was the owner of 360 
acres of rich Wisconsin farming land. His wife died August 14, 1847, 
and after a few years Michael McCormick went to live with a married 
daughter near Portage, his death occurring there on June 13, 1861. 

His farm lands were inherited by his sons, Patrick McCormick 
receiving his father’s first purchase and the log cabin standing thereon. 
In 1853 he had married Ann Cunningham, a daughter of Daniel and 
Catherine (Kelly) Cunningham, both natives of Ireland. The father 
was a grocer and died at a comparatively early age and is buried in 
Cashel, County Longford, Ireland. During the memorable famine in 
Ireland his widow gave freely of her supplies and substance to the 
famine-stricken sufferers until she began to realize that she would be 
ruined financially if she continued. While she still had some means 
she secured passage to America for herself and her four daughters 
and one son. Although she had been reared and educated in a home 
resplendent with servants and governess, she cast in her lot with 
the pioneers of Racine. To help out the family fortune she made grain 
bags for the farmers in order that her children might be given proper 
education and training. 

Patrick McCormick brought his young bride to the little house 
he had built on newly purchased land and to this he added the property 
left him by his father. From time to time he acquired additional 
tracts so that he had 300 acres at the time of his death in 1905. He 
was an extensive sheep grower and he had large barns which housed 
his stock, his great haymows, his carriages and farm machinery. 
He purchased the first sewing machine that was brought to Kenosha 
County, and his home was always hospitably open for his friends. 
Above his fine granary he had two well furnished guest rooms which 
sheltered many a stranger who sought a night’s lodging. 
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His eldest daughter, Mary, who died in 1939, still claimed as her 
home the house in which she was born eighty-five years before and 
to which her parents had come immediately after their marriage in 
1853. It contained beautiful homespun linens, cashmere shawls, 
hammered brass candlesticks and other things brought from the old 
Kelly home in Carramore, County Roscommon, Ireland, and hand- 
some furniture of an early period. Patrick McCormick died January 
19, 1905, and his wife on May 6, 1912, and in their passing Kenosha 
County lost two of her most respected and honored pioneer residents. 


STEPHEN P. Fox, president, treasurer and general manager of the 
Fox Ice Company of Racine, was born in the town of Mount Pleasant, 
Racine County, Wisconsin, February 12, 1897, a son of Conrad and 
Anna (McCormick) Fox, of whom more extended mention is made 
elsewhere in this publication. He was only four years of age when 
he began attending the rural school near the family home and later 
he was enrolled as a pupil in St. Patrick’s parochial school in Racine, 
thus pursuing his studies for six years. He next attended the Gar- 
field school, from which he was graduated with the class of 1910, 
when he entered high school, completing his course there as a member 
of the class of 1914. His college work was done at the University of 
Wisconsin, which in June, 1918, conferred on him the Bachelor of 
Arts degree “in absentia,” as he was then in active service in the 
U. S. Navy. 

When still in school he joined the navy in April, 1917, as a second 
class seaman. He finished his course at the University of Wisconsin 
and was then sent to Northwestern University, where he took a naval 
course, and then to the Great Lakes Naval Training Station and to 
Municipal Pier in Chicago. He was next transferred to Annapolis 
and at the United States Naval Academy was commissioned an ensign 
in October, 1918. He served as navigating officer aboard the de- 
stroyer U. S. S. Ingram and was placed on inactive duty December 
19, 1919, which is still his status, as he has never been discharged. 

Returning home, Mr. Fox joined his father, who had long been 
engaged in the ice business here, and since that time he has been a 
prominent figure in connection with the ice trade in Racine. In 1920 
the present plant was built and the company now employs from fifty 
to seventy-five people and operates twenty-eight ice trucks. In May, 
1940, Mr. Fox added a new department to the business by taking over 
the bottling and sale of carbonated beverages, in which connection he 
has developed a very substantial trade. The bottling plant is located 
at 1108 High Street and the ice plant at 724 Racine Street and both 
are modern in equipment and facilities. Their leading beverage is 
Red Rock Cola and in its sale they cover Racine, Walworth and 
Kenosha counties. In both branches of his business Mr. Fox has 
developed an extensive patronage and has gained a creditable position 
among Racine’s reliable and progressive business men. In addition to 
his ice and beverage business he has farming interests, which bring 
him a good return and he is the president of the lox Realty Company. 
His high standing in business circles is shown in the fact that for ten 
years he was the president-of the Wisconsin State Ice Industries As- 
sociation and was a director of the National Association of Ice In- 
dustries for six years, doing much to stimulate the interests of the 
trade and to raise the standards and methods of the business. He 
has also been chairman of the National Recovery Administration code 
for his district and for the Middle West but is now inactive in 
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On the 28th of June, 1921, Mr. Fox married Lutie Marie Nelson, 
a daughter of Nels and Marie (Frederickson) Nelson, the mother a 
native of Racine. The father, a native of Denmark, came to America 
in 1880, when about fifteen or sixteen years of age, settling in Racine, 
where he still resides at the age of eighty years, but his wife passed 
away in 1940, after reaching the seventy-sixth milestone on life’s 
journey. Their daughter, Mrs. Fox, was born in Racine and was 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin in 1918, at which time 
she received the Bachelor of Arts degree. Mr. and Mrs. Fox became 
parents of six children: Judith Ann, who was born October 138, 1922, 
and died on the 16th of October of that year; Richard M., born June 
19, 1924, who left the University of Wisconsin, where he was a stu- 
dent, to enlist in the navy during the second World War and is now 
with flottilla 18 of the Atlantic fleet serving in the European theater 
of war; Elizabeth Mary, who was born December 2, 1925, and is a 
student in the University of Wisconsin; Thomas Nelson, who was born 
June 8, 1927, and is also attending the University of Wisconsin; 
Patricia Stephanie, who was born November 30, 1928, now a pupil 
in the Washington Park high school of Racine; and Theodore Conrad, 
who was born January 17, 1932, and is attending the Winslow school. 

In his college days Mr. Fox became a member of the Greek letter 
fraternity Delta Tau Delta and he belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, the Rotary Club, the Association of Com- 
merce, the Racine Country Club and the American Legion, all of 
which indicates the nature and breadth of his interest and activities 
outside of business circles. He likewise belongs to the Catholic church. 
His political allegiance has been given the Republican party since he 
attained his majority and he has taken a deep and helpful interest in 
the political situation, serving on both the county and state Republican 
committees. His chief recreational interest is golf. His wite is active 
in the Racine Woman’s Club and in the American Association of 
University Women, and they reside in an attractive home at 1426 
College Avenue. 


RICHARD EUGENE KRUG, is an attorney by training but since 1930 
has been connected with the Milwaukee Public Library and at all 
times he has been a man of marked civic spirit who has sought to 
further the public welfare, his efforts in this connection being far- 
reaching and beneficially resultant. He was born .in Milwaukee, 
June 13, 1905, a son of Richard KH. and Katharina (Mertens) Krug, 
the former now deceased, while the mother still makes her home in 
Milwaukee. Richard Krug was the first principal of the North 
Division high school. 

The preliminary educational training which Richard E. Krug re- 
ceived brought him to his graduation from the Riverside high school 
and pursuing his college course at the University of Wisconsin he 
there won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1927 and his Bachelor of 
Laws degree in 1929. During his student days he became a member 
of Gamma Beta Gamma. Admitted to the Wisconsin bar in 1929, 
he practiced in Milwaukee through that and the following year. 
In 1930 he became municipal reference librarian, thus serving until 
1939, when he was made assistant librarian. In 1941 he was 
appointed librarian, and has since served the people of his native 
city in a most capable and creditable manner. He is well qualified 
for this work and has high standing among his contemporaries in 
this field of public activity. He belongs to the Special Libraries 
Association and is a past president of its local chapter. He also has 
membership in the Wisconsin Library Association and the American 
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Library Association and he belongs to the Milwaukee Government 
Service League, of which he has been president since June, 1943. 
He likewise has membership in the Wisconsin State Bar Association 
and the Wisconsin Law Alumni Association. An active representa- 
tive of the Milwaukee County Historical Society, he has served as 
its vice president and he has been the secretary of the Milwaukee 
United States Constitution sesquicentennial commission. He has 
served on the mayor’s commission, representing the youth section, 
and is a member of the Milwaukee Mid-summer Festival committee, 
of which he has been editor and official photographer. Hach subject 
of vital interest to the city’s welfare and upbuilding receives his 
earnest attention and as far as his time will allow he participates 
‘in all movements for the general good. While holding to high ideals 
he utilizes practical methods that obtain desired results and he has 
done much for the general benefit of the city. 

- Mr. Krug is also well known as the author of the Annual Reports 
of the city of Milwaukee, 1930-19388, and as editor and author of 
various other official publications and has contributed many articles 
on public management to different papers and publications, including 
the Wisconsin Muncipality Local Government Administration, Gov- 
ernment Service and the Bay View Observer. He has membership 
in the City of Milwaukee Club and he finds his diversion from public 
duties in walking and in amateur movies, with membership in the 
Amateur Movie Society. ; 

Mr. Krug was married in September, 1938, to Lucile Ransom, and 
they reside at 2953 North Stowell Avenue, while his office is located 
at 814 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee. 


Rr. Rev. Mscr. BERNARD G. TRAUDT,* vicar general of the Mil- 
waukee archdiocese and pastor of St. Anne’s Catholic Church at 2474 
North Thirty-seventh Street, was born August 29, 1876, where the 
Davidson Theater of Milwaukee now stands, a son of John and Mary 
Ann (Dienstberger) Traudt. His father, the oldest of a family of 
eight children, was born in the dutchy of Nassau on December 2, 
1827. He sailed from Antwerp on August 8, 1853, and after a long 
and stormy voyage of forty-two days across the Atlantic reached 
the shores of the new world on September 14, 1853. After a brief 
stay in Columbus, Ohio, he resumed his westward journey, with 
Port Washington, Wisconsin, as his destination. 

Mr. Traudt was a man of keen intelligence, and had planned to 
become a teacher. After coming to Milwaukee, however, he and his 
brother founded the John Traudt Dry Goods Store, which was one 
of the well known mercantile enterprises of the early days. The 
store was located on Chestnut between Third and Fourth streets. On 
January 25, 1859, he married Ann Dienstberger, a native of New 
York. In 1915, at the age of eighty-eight years, he passed away. 

Reared in Milwaukee, Monsignor Traudt received his early edu- 
cation at St. Mary’s school and later, when the family joined St. 
Peter and Paul parish, finished his grade school there. In 1890 he 
entered St. Francis Seminary, where he pursued his studies for the 
priesthood. He was. ordained on June 29, 1899. On July 10, 1899, 
he was assigned as curate at St. Michael’s Church in Milwaukee. 
In July, 1901, he was appointed secretary to Archbishop Katzer; 
later acted in the same capacity to Archbishop Messmer. On De- 
cember 1, 1908, he became chancellor of the archdiocese, and in 1921 
was made vicar general, which office he still fills, having served under 


* Monsignor Traudt died July 23, 19465. 


a POE aw 
; 
Yh a H 
>> iP » 


Paks : 
oo nst'9 VND 6 vAsiay ay the é ey i. spol od. bas n 


— Pin 4 ‘g ~ , yng watt 4a ont va 


ae by evi cor MOAtees® TaulA w 
' 


an. bovtem ental pBvive% iheteild yranod foe oh ri: 
wrt put m sit le visser ed? jeod ead off bag 4098 Pt 99. iv at 
Bi ia oH AoieeipartiGo: Ipiemetnoviipese oLwsiiioD gates beatin 
NOU HOY Ort) sicher sans oineiriie) 8S uoyees Bal ao oe ; = 
A INOS GES wpiiane-bi stone off Yo edmaar s ai hes es 
tao bite og tatlignrgesouts q iaioiiin bes vottbe nged ean of dotdw to 
Lib “Sy SSeA gett Mig yy bits oipilew «x “gilts oft of teersinl laliy to 
a> Sa PoUnsg SH oie tow sutel eid en 26 28 DAB mOiietls j2ortas 
inshs Unik of gifted: afiuiW foow tern: au od! aot elaamaven He ai 
na ot baaetlonsd heriesh mintiio 4h ie cbojem Trofiveng egxilite on - 
agio sil to Htened terrousy ond sot Kount artob 
“ae9 lsoanaA odt to, wis ui o8) 2s awonk fisw doulas wu See - 7. ue 
rues Din tobe xy bis AcCI-DLCL Sodpawil Yo wie ad Jo as) 


e 
+. ’ 
hd 
4 


. Ry , 
OW Vet botudprises vid. Fuly, sempotinoils STS isioifte taille sUOLKLaY it 
ahead aaoisstdwa hes 2imjad Jaew Rib Py TOM OUR BEN vidug mo 
¥Or)  OBytehnhe. ImancersveD lava Lag ionetl diene. oid 


witAroeitis wnt Wt Aawisadt) word ved ot bas ssivie® hist | 

wht pe Mito pHi ieVib Bt Ubi on haw disl ) aust to iD artt ti 

md OE Qideasdimton atiW ashram duytwons: wt bed withiaw ni esitub 
| Visioed siveM stam | 

hia andenaH slioy: i OF SVC ssninwetuse at bobrrsme enw guia Nh . ; 

Msi es suite eid ofitiw (ued thowe ths divoYl Sees Ja ohinex yay 4 aT, 

SAWwHY ~woowd senoomW saoW BIG in . 

: 


; 
ALM: salt Yo peter 72 He * TUUAAT FY agate s02M Van wi é y 
bieiets thoi -eup RI BontA 32 Yo Oteay bers sxgadibdlors eelpsw. fe 
Gi srotw .9Tet Be td 


RS tod. wed z4w ta9ut? diasves-yiinT deve 


fin wise wrgh, ty (Oa & anignh Ww} 


tj Pant oa) t ip, . i : i>," 
At} Ani a Be in TSG Sn .vorghi 


nomivawlM to gedeedT aoehived: 
Joyal (Conpradtancidl) mq&) 
Rae s. meh no imaon to edainh ott ci cried emo ftetilide ingis. ‘ 
seeit a, ave Dik fERL Ff jeweuk oo cuswinkd prod filing ol{ TSBl. 
basta SURI Gel weeton. wyah ov. 140 to |usAyoy “yartota ‘bra ‘ 
S$ is ITA. SORE BI TsGmoides no biniew wor ot ‘to evions oft 
iw Vasile, fasvidesr aid homies oi OO audio ai yates ey 
| AMS eeab eid an atenosalt? MobgiridasW t10F, 3 
Hoi ited ad Suih onawisint aol te ang 8 sew Aouad se 8 
r? ae ~ YSVCOR-. DC Ca Te OP 1 congue “IRA wedsas! 8 emnored ° £ 
3 a ‘ppore Pinan witd tHe ent aiot ant habrrdgot rorlsord 
ex... ahs RNB / PAs Io eogineprite ollenotoss ss Wweastal low od? To. 
[pos Marites GOR Hae Set hosed uws aghD no Jacol enw ote 
§ ordi » aaah aA hebcreaty od OGRE 
Wes bozeed oA eA Isis, Siiyies “be op AS Sh, 
ube “lises git béviessy Sibel soutien Pata fi bowel. ¥, 
ti HAR bi care et “g seer FH brie moi "bx ayy 42 tt nee 
whOGi Gt o¥bAt Ieios ‘obierg slit -b? vel fal, detuy tae bets a 
“204 qeibiite, igi ghee a ew “yesiows ee vr all 
Reds! We 7 Eee uf fat fe PORT 08 seit hy ae Ce oordsesrx rs. ; 
lA « o* 
J STAUB we dead ‘tktaM 4 bs eiwiges. ea B Paw il ; 
‘Pe ‘wis qaudeishtbrra of vasteteen tat “qs aw at ‘ an upd ut 
_ -otf ny 139Tre OM. qnahat: dilows. as io: JEQQ 9 tee. ’ bein : 
“e™ gs {yer mt Sim MASI ibe WS ott to ‘tiloairada yy rene! tedn99 
mer ; abr: boveise Guivad allt Mite an soilte noidw 


as: 


AOL 88 ybst aie i 


478 WISCONSIN 


three archbishops, Messmer, Stritch and Kiley. He served as apos- 
tolic administrator of the archdiocese after the death of Archbishop 
Messmer. From 1931 to 1934 he was chaplain at Mount Mary Col- 
lege. In 1934 he received the appointment of pastor at St. Anne’s 
parish. When Archbishop Stritch was transferred to Chicago, Mon- 
signor Traudt again was appointed apostolic administrator until 
Archbishop Kiley assumed office. On July 6, 1921, Pope Benedict XV 
conferred upon him the dignity of domestic prelate with the title of 
Right Reverend Monsignor, and in December, 1934, Pope Pius XI 
elevated him to the dignity of a Protonotary Apostolic. 


HALBERT DUTILH JENKINS is the president of the investment busi- 
nesy operating under the name of Halbert Jenkins, Inc., of Mil- 
waukee. Throughout his entire life he has been associated. with 
financial affairs and through an orderly progression has reached a 
prominent place in the business circles of his adopted city. He was 
born in Kansas City, Missouri, January 15, 1899, a son of Rev. Paul 
Burrill and Gertrude (Halbert) Jenkins, both now deceased. The 
father, widely known as a clergyman and writer, passed away in 
Milwaukee in 1937. He was born in Joliet, Illinois, August 25, 1872, 
a son of Hermon Dutilh and Harriet Newell (Burrill) Jenkins. He 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation from Princeton 
University with the class of 1894 and in 1907 Princeton conferred 
on him his Master’s degree. He prepared for the ministry in Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, graduating in 1897, and ten years later 
Carroll College of Wisconsin bestowed on him the Doctor of Divinity 
degree. Ordained as a Presbyterian clergyman in 1897, during part 
of that year he served as assistant at Vermilye Chapel in New York 
and then accepted a call to the pastorate of the Linwood church in 
Kansas City, Missouri, where he remained from 1897 until 1907. 
In the latter year he was made pastor of Immanuel Presbyterian 
Church in Milwaukee, occupying the pulpit there for sixteen years 
or until 1923. He was a member of the standing committee of the 
V. and S. General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of the United 
States of America from 1912 until 1923 and in 1913 served as a 
delegate to the World’s Presbyterian Council in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
while in 1917 he was a member of the Presbyterian National Service 
Committee and of the Social Service Commission of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly. In August, 1916, he became a sergeant of Com- 
pany L of the Ninth Training Regiment at Plattsburg, New York, 
and in 1917-18 was chaplain of the United States Base Hospital 22 
and the Second United States Artillery Aerial Observation School 
of the American Expeditionary Forces. During the St. Mihiel cam- 
paign he was attached to United States Evacuation Hospital 41 and 
served as chaplain, with the rank of captain, at the headquarters of 
the One Hundred and First Division, O. R. C. 

Rev. Paul. b. Jenkins filled the oflice of vice president of the 
Lake Geneva Historical Society and belonged to the Wisconsin State 
Historical Society, while of the Geneva Lake Centennial in 1931 
he acted as historian. His authorship covered a wide range, including 
articles on nature subjects and travel, and he was assistant editor 
of Outdoor Recreation from 1915 to 1917. He wrote the Battle of 
Westport, published in 1906; The Book of Lake Geneva, 1922; History 
and Indian Remains of Lake Geneva, 1930; and was co-author of 
Church Advertising, 1917, and editor of the catalog of the Nun- 
nemacher Firearms Collection of the Milwaukee Public Museum 
(containing three thousand specimens) in 1927. He was also widely 
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known as a lecturer because of his “Book Talks” given at Lake 
Geneva from 1925 to 1934 and at Pinehurst and Southern Pines, 
North Carolina, in 1929-30. He belonged to the University Club of 
Milwaukee and the Big Foot Country Club, the Wisconsin Academy 
of Sciences and was a member of the outdoor staff of the Milwaukee 
Journal, while from 19388 until his death he was chaplain of the 
Northwestern Military and Naval Academy at Lake Geneva. 

On the 23d of November, 1897, Rev. Jenkins married Gertrude 
M. Halbert, of Binghamton, New York, who passed away in 1941, 
while the death of Rev. Jenkins occurred in 1937. 

Halbert D. Jenkins, their only child, was graduated from the 
Riverside high school in 1917 and continued his education in North- 
western University as a member of the class of 1922. Following the 
completion of his high school studies he joined the army for service 
in the first World War and was with Base Hospital 22 in France. 
He then took his college work and is a graduate of Northwestern, 
class of 1922. Early in his business career he was associated with 
the Harris Trust & Savings Bank of Chicago, being its Wisconsin 
representative with office in Milwaukee for seven years. Afterward 
he became manager of the bond department of the Badger State 
Bank of Milwaukee, continuing with that institution and the Wis- 
consin Company for seven years, all of his previous business con- 
nection bringing him broad and valuable experience and knowledge 
of the financial field. In 1988 he established business on his own 
account and has since handled investments under the name of Hal- 
bert Jenkins, Inc., gaining many clients, who find his judgment 
sound and his opinions accurate. 

Mr. Jenkins married Florence Kirkpatrick, of Spencer, Iowa, 
who is an alumna of Northwestern University and a daughter of 
Frederick and Katherine (Baer) Kirkpatrick. Her father, who 
was a lawyer of Spencer, is now deceased and her mother is now 
living in California. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins have two children: 
Florence Patricia, seventeen years of age and a student in Milwaukee 
Downer College, and Paul Burrill Jenkins II, a lad of ten, now 
attending the Country Day school of Fox Point, where the family 
resides. 

In 1941 and 1942 Mr. Jenkins served as state rationing officer, 
having been appointed to this position by the governor. He is inter- 
ested in all progressive civic measures and he belongs to Immanuel 
Presbyterian Church, to the University Club and to the National 
Association of Security Dealers. His fraternity is Delta Upsilon. 
He likewise has membership in the Fox Point Club, and hunting and 
fishing have always constituted his chief recreational interests,. so 
that he has membership connection with the Shawaukee Wild Life 
Club, composed of ten members, who have a lodge in the forests of 
northern Wisconsin. 


GEORGE C. GILDAY, one of the younger members of the Racine bar 
but one who has already gained a creditable position among the 
attorneys and counselors of law, is now practicing as an associate of 
the firm of Thompson, Myers & Helm, with offices in the First Na- 
tional Bank building. He is a native son of Racine, born here June 4, 
1912, a son of George Ef. and Minnie (Colbert) Gilday. His parents 
were both born in Racine and his mother is still living in the house 
where she was born April 17, 1872. His father was a machinist, die 
sinker and tool maker for many years, and was employed as foreman 
with the J. I. Case Company, in charge of the tool room. He built 
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the first Mitchell F-50 automobile for Mitchell Motors. He was born | 
in 1865 and had, therefore, reached the age of seventy years when | 
he passed away December 5, 1935. 

George C. Gilday was gr aduated from St. Catherine’s high school | 
with the class of 1930, after which he entered Marquette University | 
and won his Bachelor of Arts degree as a member of the class of 1934, 
while his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree was conferred on him by ) 
the same institution in June of 1936. Since that time he has prac- | 
ticed successfully in his native city, joining his brother, Edmund, 
under the firm name of Gilday & Gilday. Edmund Gilday was born 
October 4, 1904, and after finishing high school entered the employ 
of the H & M Motors Company, advancing to the head of the payroll 
department. In 1925 he matriculated as a law student in Marquette 
University and received his LL.B degree five years later. He prac- | 
ticed for a year with J. M. Weisman and was then joined by his 
eae ee George, and thus associated until his death on January 
24, 1939. 

In 1942 George C. Gilday became an attorney in the rent division | 
of the Office of Price Administration for the district that includes 
Racine and Kenosha counties. After filling that position until January 
31, 1943, he became associated with the law firm of Thompson, Myers 
& Helm and has since been located in the First National Bank build- | 
ing. His legal work has been increasing in importance and he is 
giving proof of his capability in finding correct solution for involved 
law problems. 

On the 16th of November, 1940, Mr. Gilday married Elizabeth 
Anne Haight, a daughter of Captain Walter L. and Geraldine (Foley) 
Haight. Her father, who was born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, was a 
captain of the United States Army in the first World War, serving 
with the Thirty-second Division and he later wrote and published 
A History of Racine County in the World War. He formerly engaged 
in newspaper work, being connected with the Racine Times-Call and 
previous to that he had been associated with a Milwaukee paper. He 
is now assistant secretary of the Wisconsin Gas & Electric Company 
of Racine. He has served as commander of the American Legion 
Post of Racine and as commander of the state organization of the 
Legion. His wife is a native of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gilday have one child, Elizabeth Anne, born April 
29, 1943. They reside at 1115 College Avenue in Racine. Mr. Gilday 
is serving for the second term as a member of the county board of 
supervisors from the Second ward. He is also the billeting officer for 
the Racine County office of civilian defense and he is a member of the 
board of trustees of the Racine County School of Agriculture and | 
Domestic Economy. He is a past grand knight of the Knights of 
Columbus and a member of the Holy Name Society of St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church. He belongs to Sigma Nu Phi, a national legal 
fraternity, and politically he is a Democrat, having served as secretary 
of the Racine County Democratic committee from 1985 until 1938. 
He enjoys hunting and fishing and has always been fond of music. 
In his youth he played the violin in the national high school orchestra 
in Chicago, playing under John Philip Sousa and Walter Damrosch. 
His wife is active in the Junior League. She was graduated with the 
Bachelor of Arts degree in social science from Northwestern Univer- 
sity as a member of the class of 1985 and was with the Racine County 
relief department from 1935 until 1940 as a welfare worker. They 
have thus both been active along lines that have contributed to the 
improvement and benefit of their fellowmen, 
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THOMAS A. BYRNE, tax commissioner of Milwaukee and a member 
of the Wisconsin bar, was born November 9, 1901, in the city where 
he still resides, his parents being Andrew and Margaret (Casey) 
Byrne, both natives of Ireland. The father, who was born in County 
Wicklow, was only a year and half old when brought to America by 
his father, Thomas Byrne, who with his family made his way direct 
to Wisconsin, settling in the town of Wayne, Washington County. 
Andrew Byrne was therefore reared in this state and here married 
Margaret Casey, who was born in County Monaghan, Ireland, and 
came to the new world when about seventeen years of age. They 
met and were married in Milwaukee, where Andrew Byrne still makes 
his home, but his wife passed away December 24, 1934. 

Having received his early educational training in public and 
parochial schools of West Allis and Milwaukee and in St. John’s 
Cathedral high school, Thomas A. Byrne entered Marquette Uni- 
versity, where he won his B. A. degree in 1924 and his J. D. degree 
in 1927. He then began practicing law in the office of the firm of 
Rouiller & Dougherty and remained active in professional circles 
until called to public office as tax commissioner. He had previously 
served for four years as assistant district attorney, occupying the 
position from 1933 to 1937 and he was also counsel to the Federal 
Housing Administration, having been appointed by former Governor 
A. G. Schmedeman, state director of that department. In 1942 
he took over the duties of tax commissioner, receiving his appoint- 
ment from Mayor Carl Zeidler. During his term he has made a 
number of substantial improvements in his own oflice and has con- 
tributed to the betterment of assessment procedure. He is now a 
member of the executive board of the National Association of 
Assessing Officers and is Wisconsin chairman of the association. 
He is also chairman of the Mayor’s Committee for Tax and Planning 
Correlation. He is also active in the assessors’ section of the League 
of Wisconsin Municipalities. Mr. Byrne also has membership on 
the Milwaukee real estate board and along professional lines he is 
connected with the Milwaukee Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
and American Bar associations. He belongs to the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and is a fourth degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus. During his college days he became identified 
with Delta Theta Phi, the Crown and Anchor and _ the honorary 
societies of Alpha Sigma Nu and Delta Sigma Rho. He is likewise a 
member of the City Club of Milwaukee. 

Mr. Byrne married Margaret Hanrahan, a native of Hartford, 
Washington County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of John and Margaret 
(Hobbs) Hanrahan, who were natives of Wisconsin and have both 
passed away. The Hanrahan family settled in Washington County 
in the late 1850s and the Hobbs family went to Dane County, Wis- 
consin, about the same time, so that Mrs. Byrne is a representative 
of two of the state’s pioneer families. Mr. and Mrs. Byrne have 
one daughter, Mary Margaret. 


THe Hoy GHost CATHOLIC CuuRCH of Milwaukee, of which Rev. 
Leo F. Gabriels is pastor, is situated at 2251 South Thirty-first Street, 
at the corner of Lincoln. This parish was organized in 1902, when 
the district was rural territory, consisting of farm land, through 
which there were no streets or sidewalks. The first pastor was Rev. 
Michael Groettinger and the first building owned by the parish served 
as church, school and rectory. The parish property now comprises 
the church, which was built in 1912, the school building, which has 
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been remodeled and thoroughly modernized, the Sisters’ Home and 
the rectory, all substantial buildings. Sister Mary Norberta, of the 
School Sisters of St. Francis, is the superintendent and principal 
of the school, with which she has been connected for nineteen years 
at different times. There are now three hundred and fifteen pupils in 
attendance, under the supervision of eight sister teachers and a music 
teacher, and the school] is in a flourishing condition. 

Father Leo F. Gabriels, who is serving the parish as its pastor, 
is a native Milwaukeean, a son of John P. and Mary (Lush) Gabriels, 
both of whom were born in Prussia, Germany, and when young 
came to the United States, settling in Milwaukee, where they were 
married in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. The father passed away 
in 1911 and his wife died in 1926. Another of their sons is Father 
Joseph H. Gabriels, now pastor of the Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church in Madison, Wisconsin, after having previously served for 
twenty-two years as pastor of Sts. Peter and Paul’s Catholic Church 
in Addison, this state. 

Father Leo F. Gabriels attended Milwaukee’s Ninth ward school 
and St. Joseph’s parochial school and then entered St. Francis Semi- 
nary at St. Francis, Wisconsin, in preparation for the priesthood, 
there pursuing his philosophical and theological studies, being 
ordained in 1903. Through his first assignment he became assistant 
at Holy Trinity Church in Milwaukee and was afterward transferred 
as assistant pastor to St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in Fond du Lac. 
He then went to Addison, Wisconsin, where he was pastor of Sts. 
Peter and Paul’s for six years. On the 6th of May, 1914, he became 
the pastor of St. Louis Church at Caledonia, Racine County, where 
he served the parish for twenty years, and then came to Milwaukee 
in 1934, taking over the work of the Holy Ghost parish, with which 
he has now been connected for a decade. While stationed in Fond 
du Lac he was quite active in the work of the Knights of Columbus, 
but he now gives the major part of his time to his direct parish duties. 


F. DEWEY LIEGLER is the president of the General Insurance 
Agency, Inc., with offices at 510 Monument Square in Racine, having 
been one of the organizers of this business in 1934. Through the 
intervening decade he has contributed in marked measure to the 
success of the company, which is now enjoying a large clientage and 
is conducting an extensive and profitable business. 

Born in Racine, May 6, 1898, F. Dewey Liegler is a son of Frank 
and Barbara (Schneider) Liegler, who are also natives of Racine, 
and, therefore, he is of the third generation of the family in this city. 
His father has been engaged in the plumbing and heating business in 
Racine for the past forty-five years and is a well preserved, active 
and energetic man although he has reached the age of seventy years. 
His wife is now sixty-eight years of age. 

Entering the public schools at the usual age, I. Dewey Liegler 
passed through successive grades and entered the Racine high school, 
from which he was graduated as a member of the class of 1916. The 
following year he enlisted for service in the first World War and was 
made a sergeant in the medical department of the Thirty-second 
Division, spending six months in military service in the United 
States, while for sixteen months he was on active duty overseas, 
acting as a member of the Army of Occupation after the Armistice 
was signed and receiving his discharge on the 29th of May, 1919. 

Following his return home Mr. Liegler assisted his father in his 
plumbing and heating business for two years, after which he joined 
the insurance agency of Fagan, Fanning & Newell as a salesman. 
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Subsequently he became one of the stockholders and was made the 
second vice president of the company, so continuing until 1934, when, 
in association with Thomas A. Fagan and Miss E. Elizabeth Brown, 
he organized the General Insurance Agency, of which Mr. Fagan 
became the president and so continued until his death, which occurred 
in 1941. At that time Mr. Liegler succeeded to the presidency and 
was made manager, since which time he has acceptably filled the dual 
position, while A. 8. Dorman, a new partner in the company, is now 
the vice president, and Miss Brown continues as the secretary and 
treasurer, They sell all kinds of insurance and are well informed as 
to insurance values, so that they are able to assist their clients in 
making wise investments in this field. Mr. Liegler is systematic and 
thoroughly accurate in his work and his efforts have brought about 
tangible and far-reaching results. He is widely known in insurance 
circles in this section of the state and is now serving as secretary- 
treasurer of the Racine Insurance Board and holds a similar position 
with the Racine County Insurance Board. 

Mr. Liegler was united in marriage to Miss Janet Fagan, a 
daughter of Thomas A. and Cary (Kosterman) Fagan, both of whom 
were born in Racine. Her father was engaged in the insurance busi- 
ness in Racine through practically his entire business life and when 
he passed away in 1941 he had been associated with this line of 
business for a longer period than any other insurance man of the 
city. He was sixty-eight years of age at the time of his demise. 
Mr. and Mrs. Liegler are the parents of a son and daughter, namely: 
Thomas A., who was born March 24, 1928, and Carol B., born October 
o11931; 

A Catholic in his religious belief, Mr. Liegler attends St. Mary’s 
Church in Racine and he belongs to the Catholic Order of Foresters. 
He also has membership in the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, the American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
through the last two he maintains cordial relations with those who 
saw military service while he, too, was defending the Stars and 
Stripes. In politics he follows an independent course, voting according 
to the dictates of his judgment without regard to party ties. He 
derives keen pleasure from fishing, golf and bowling, and he is now 
the president of the Racine Bowling Association. He is genial in 
manner, wins friends easily and holds their high regard because of 
his well-spent life, many of his stanchest friends being among those 
who have known him from his boyhood days to the present. He and 
his family make their home at 1200 William Street in Racine. His 
record reflects credit upon the family name that has long been 
associated with the best interests of the city. 


FRANK WILLIAM Kourt is the president and general manager 
of the Svoboda Church Furniture Company of Kewaunee, which owns 
and controls one of the most outstanding productive industries of the 
city. Step by step he has advanced in his business career as the logical 
result of the wise use he has made of his time and talents, and his en- 
terprise has greatly furthered the development of the business in 
which he is now engaged. | 

Mr. Kohrt was born in Menasha, Wisconsin, January 10, 1898, and 
is a son of Julius G. and Josephine (De Basker) Kohrt. The mother, 
also a native of Menasha, was born in November, 1864. The father, 
who was born in Germany, in 1870, came to the United States with his 
parents when but seven years of age, the family settling in Neenah, 
Wisconsin, in 1877. ‘There the grandfather, Ernst Kohrt, who was a 
landscape gardener in Germany, spent his remaining days. His son, 


$e! (MAAR OOW 


a shan eaw bar sbledieot: of) to sao ontaped ad yUneupsedua ae oe 
fsitw @60f ieinay ynrgeitie on .yiagiaes ad! Yo insbinet soiy haces | ; 
wet dtodpsill uf 2M bua aucun’ .A esmodT dtiw noiteisossa ai 
fieus M orintilyé. th oreue oonuivanl (629098) odd hasingy1w an 
Proce Homily weet ef ili baunaiinos of brie Siebizeig sit omaded 
ith if rig witht ut babs wo rit Eh Sent? dadd IA ALG ii ;, 
feub of! both wae Nesom, Of eri! Woile obtle “epaitneat shanti 4gw 
wos ‘GIO? ity ft eae Cty Wea Agi) A ofidw soitieed 
' 4 ek eeimitinos nwimd exild bus Joshieote abiv od} 
Givlot Dew oh Bin witeieal to ebeiat fe lee yYorl expenses? 
silo tisfd Seinen of olin sin “old Jad! oa .e2onlay gonsinent of 
slay? wi wihbert 14 biel aid? ni atroniveval seiw vablenr 

mG ava SVoolia cit bine dtow eicl oi steruoon ylifygooods 

inset me awd rots, RI Ory ies | iiloney-tal Din olilimitead 
6 BeOS Wer si dues ointe edz lo sotjase eit at elon 
q vsti = abled bre teototl guaasuaocl ontoesl od? Yo se1geaand 
) dreott seoiceal qiteo) saiegssH od) Attw 
erat, Ban avait Ul beside akw wWiyoil Ree . 
o (todd dP sarrreizoA igo bas .A pepvonT fo iat guahb 
usta oat Hi heyiuyhio eaw totite! 1H wontoe eH ad nod Siew 
1% GL Beehive saline eid vpopons dustdt aniued nt geen 
nyt antl Adive botwie ras bunt ot TbC1 ai yews Deakkg’ of 
1 TOY SOT SURO Vite SARE proline eg hal Bh YO) eenutend 
iN-to Siti? oft JaSon TO aisov tMyleyixia saw sH Letts 
lotigush ben wie 6 to eteoisg ot ute telgeikl 22M bag AM 

‘tw ite BASEL st tcl), ava usw ofw A eamiotT 

% JEQL TE 

i) ebnetis weldeat lt dolel avwtyilon efefont stodind A 

Yo TODO Sea ia Sct Os canolsd of fee eine ai domd) 
Masso pies Sustevsandh abt wi a (wedmarant aad oelg sil 
Tee ee mil Io aneierey oA! bin wiied pegitomaA odd elt 
wiw seat} ahivye esotiatet fihiod casatiiom sd aud teal oe} dacowi 
ina 28h? web: uibuts iv oof oth sittw eulvese wastifier wae 
LOTONIe “UINIOY SH hiuad Ss hKubisushin oy evoliat ad esitiiog al «sqinia 
etl Nis OL Viet The Tria bebe crvhor aif Jn foteisib sd? oJ 

wou 2h sabre alia ban wes opainett ret Ywesty wood esvineh 
ii faieoy pt OM notiimoe A paibaoht shiond od¥ Io Sireblerta’ ail 
Io seuaued bso aul sett eolod fog vileks abagigt eiw sondern 
aot yutie Qiivd eles iain etl io yepr St jieqa-tlow etd 
L .tuovoig 9) Of e¥ily bused goat ai! ood? wtih ipwond avell ortw 

th pharma ee oye UW ODST de, onod ntostt gohata viioret eid 
raat Sith IGT pigs “eID” ate fo Thhsty stesthey bioagt r 
1S Wit 16 aleiotai tend onff Mabe boluidouma,’, y 


‘ 


* te rf 
See VS por SP 


fousiam laxouey bie tasbiecg adh tO MAMA aAMage 
; hy ort we, ssi invredd?. Ie Abert) | bs tra oman | dred’) nhbedoyve onli to. 
to eolitenbal wise ty aT bape Peeres att to sua 2ioniaos brn 
Soe nul odd ee ToS) Hees gilt SY bop evDe eRe (pate va Gald Wid, 
fi bus 2iasth? byt anit ard te qi st Kat | wee oR ba on} le ies | 
i eeprind sit to tengolovth ac teradalt “Massy end oetiqist 
hams yon el od doidw 
Mw ,odesneth o) pod saw dadod 1m | 
ating od lo (redastl 2@) onidgenol hen we anit Yo aoa 2 et 
<ityst ott baa dito? oi trol sew liane to ovifen ¢ osle. 
Hin iw asiaie Hake Ads oj act) UCR ai wtemiadD ai mod sew oda _ 
snipes, ou Boiiiog yltfnnd olf} 944 To aravy, even dd aodw eins 

o 4epw Odw. aloo veanh oti cthrie ty ons srodt 38 it fi aaeoe L) ee 
oe att! 2exebh yuintanted ot fags Vvoinwe ai rida 


& SUG) ALL wepdnl ogeio 
7 a P| - 4 
18 eoabaal ice 

+B OY mabe Le? 


484 WISCONSIN 


Julius G. Kohrt, who had begun his education in Germany, continued 
his studies in the schools of Neenah and later began learning the paper 
making trade, at which he worked in Neenah for twenty-seven years. 
He then developed a woodworking machine for turning out wood cores 
for adding machines and other machines using rolled paper, and be- 
came a millwright with the Menasha Wood Products Company. He 
died in January, 1939, at the age of sixty-nine years, and his widow, 
still a resident of Menasha, has reached the age of seventy-nine. 

The schools of Menasha afforded Frank W. Kohrt his educational 
opportunities and he later started in the business world as a printer’s 
devil in his native city and continued to learn the printer’s trade. He 
attended a linotype school conducted by a linotype factory of Brooklyn, 
New York, after which he operated a linotype machine for the George 
Banta Publishing Company of Menasha for a year and a half. Later 
he became connected with a weekly newspaper at Bowman, North Da- 
kota, where he spent six months, followed by four months’ association 
with a daily paper at Defiance, Ohio. He next went to Chicago, 
where he was with the Methodist Publishing Company, working part 
time while taking a pre-medical course. In 1918, however, he put aside 
all business and personal considerations and enlisted in the army for 
service in the first World War. He was assigned to the field artillery 
and was stationed in four camps. He enlisted as a private, then be- 
came a corporal and afterward was battalion sergeant major at Camp 
Bowie, Texas. A new unit, the Seventeenth Division, was there 
formed and was sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, from which point they 
were to be sent overseas, but before the order came the Armistice was 
signed. In the meantime Mr. Kohrt was promoted to regimental ser- 
geant major, and he received his discharge in March, 1919, after which 
he returned home. 

On the 27th of March, 1919, Mr. Kohrt came to Kewaunee, where 
he secured the position of linotype operator on the Kewaunee Press, 
with which he continued until April 1, 1920, when he became connected 
with the Berlin Journal, a daily paper published at Berlin, Wisconsin, 
there remaining until November, 1920, when he returned to the Ke- 
waunee County Press, with which he remained until 1925. 

In that year Mr. Kohrt joined the Svoboda Church Furniture Com- 
pany, of which his father-in-law, Joseph Svoboda, was the founder and 
for many years the executive head. Mr. Kohrt first started in the 
office and later learned the various shop operations, after which he 
went upon the road as sales representative of the company. He later 
became secretary-treasurer of the company, so continuing from 1925 
until 1938, and on May 15, 1933, there were added to his official duties 
those of general manager of the business, which is the manufacture of 
church and other furniture, which is made to order. In September, 
1938, he became president and general manager and has since had 
executive control of the business, which in normal times employes 
about eighty-eight people. The enterprise was established in 1885, for 
the building of altars, statues, confessionals, pews and other church 
equipment, by Joseph Svoboda, who possessed a natural talent for art 
and wood carving. In 1881 he came to Kewaunee and with the steady 
expansion of the business a larger and improved factory was com- 
pleted in March, 1925, although various other additions have since 
been made until the company now has an extensive plant. Further 
mention of the company is made in connection with the sketch of 
Joseph Svoboda on another page of this work. Mr. Svoboda continued 
in the presidency until his death on March 29, 1930, when he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, Joseph B. Svoboda, who remained the president until 
his demise May 15, 1983, when he was forty-two years of age. Another 
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son, Anton C. Svoboda, who was the eldest son, then was called to the 
presidency and so served until 1988. He died May 27, 1942, and on his 
retirement in 1988 Mr. Kohrt was elected president. He is also a 
director of the Kewaunee Building & Loan Association but concen- 
trates his attention mainly upon the manufacture of church furniture. 
The patronage of the company comes from every state in the Union 
and from Mexico and Canada, and in addition to church furniture they 
now make library, courtroom and lodge furniture to order and in fact 
make any kind of special furniture that is required. They are now 
doing a considerable amount of defense work. 

On the 14th of June, 1921, Mr. Kohrt married Emily R. Svoboda, a 
daughter of Joseph and Anna (Langer) Svoboda, whose life history is 
given elsewhere in this work. Mr. and Mrs. Kohrt are parents of a 
gon and daughter. Richard Joseph, born August 24, 1925, attended 
the University of Wisconsin, and is now a lieutenant in the Air Corps 
with a bomber squadron, is a navigator on a B-17 Flying lortress. He 
married Beverly J. Hamacheck, of Kewaunee. Janet Loraine, who was 
born August 22, 1925, was graduated from the Kewaunee high school 
in June, 1943, and is now a junior at the State Teachers College at Osh- 
kosh. Of the Svoboda family, Joseph B. Svoboda is survived by his 
wife, Olga, and son, James, who is now in the army, and Ellen Jean, 
who is in the office of the local shipyards. Anton C. Svoboda is sur- 
vived by a daughter, Jane, who conducts the furniture business in Ke- 
waunee formerly owned by her father. ; 

Connected with the Holy Rosary Catholic Church, Mr. Kohrt also 
has membership with the Knights of Columbus. He belongs to the 
American Legion and is a director of the Kewaunee Chamber of Com- 
merce. His political allegiance is given the Republican party. Boats 
are his hobby and recently he built a small model sailboat. His wife 
is active in the Catholic Women’s Study Club, and they are prominent 
socially, having a wide acquaintance in this part of the state, where 
Mr. Kohrt’s business qualifications, progressive citizenship and social 
nature are widely recognized. 


JOSEPH Svopopa, of Kewaunee, passed from this life March 29, 
1930. He was a lover and creator of art, especially in the field of wood 
carving, and he became the founder and promoter of the Svoboda 
Church Furniture Company, which sent its output into every state in 
the Union and into Mexico and Canada as well, but the upbuilding of 
a big and profitable business was never his sole aim, it being rather his 
strong desire to give to his fellowmen objects of real beauty which, 
because of their design and art, would prove inspiring in the lives of 
others. For many years he resided in Kewaunee, where he was re- 
spected and honored by his fellow townsmen to an unusual degree. 

Mr. Svoboda was born in Senozaty, not far from Prague, Bohemia, 
March 8, 1860, and there began his education in the public schools. 
Little time had passed before his teachers recognized his artistic trend 
and talent and gave him encouragement along that line. When four- 
teen years of age he was learning cabinet making in Vienna, where he 
worked for a few years, and during that period visited Bosnia in 
Austria and also various places in Hungary. The United States, how- 
ever, became his objective and in 1879 he arrived in Carlton, Wiscon- 
sin, attracted there by the fact that it was the abode of some of his 
relatives. In 1881 he married and established his home on a tract of 
land which he purchased, but while engaged in farming he spent his 
leisure hours at cabinet making and wood carving. In 1883 he became 
acquainted with Reverend Cipin, of the Catholic clergy, who was a 
talented woodcarver, and their mutual interests and tastes drew them 
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together in a strong friendship whereby both profited much. It was 
Father Cipin who strongly urged Mr. Svoboda to devote his life to 
wood carving and this eventually led to the establishment of the busi- 
ness which has since been conducted under the name of the Svoboda 
Church Furniture Company. 

Leaving the farm after having followed agricultural pursuits for 
a few years, Mr. Svoboda came to Kewaunee, where he purchased a 
home and built a furniture store and small factory. He began study- 
ing and building church altars, and his artistic work soon won him 
considerable attention. Pictures of many of his finished products were 
sent to art centers of Europe, where they elicited high praise from 
such men as Architect Mocker, who was the builder of the handsome 
Prague Cathedral. Many times cities of much larger size in this coun- 
try tried to induce him to leave Kewaunee and establish a business in 
their midst, but this he steadfastly refused to do, for it was not his 
ambition. to build up a large business but rather to give to the world 


something of enduring value because of its beauty. He remained loyal: 


to Kewaunee and in time here enlarged his plant and improved the 
equipment by adding all power-operated machines. When the original 
factory became too small he built a fine modern building to meet busi- 
ness requirements, occupying this in March, 19265. There he concen- 
trated his attention upon church furniture, including altars, confes- 
sionals and pews, and the artistic note dominated all that he did, all 
work being done to meet individual orders. One of his outstanding 
pieces that has become nationally known was of “Custer’s Last Stand,” 
displaying the most careful attention to every minute detail, while at 
the same time the true spirit of the situation was faithfully portrayed. 
He always admired the beauty in nature and art and enjoyed the love- 
liness that was around him in flowers, fields, forest, lake and sky. It 
is said that he cherished the music and songs of his native country and 
gloried in the freedom it gained in World War I, while for his adopted 
land he maintained a passionate, grateful affection for its liberty and 
opportunity. His was a fine influence of cultural value throughout 
the seventy years of his life, and the respect accorded him was a grate- 
ful appreciation on the part of his fellowmen of his sterling worth as 
an artist and as an individual. 

It was in 1881 that Mr. Svoboda married Miss Anna Langer, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Langer. Mrs. Svoboda died Febru- 
ary 10,1944. They had two sons, Anton C. and Joseph B. The latter 
sueceeded to the presidency of the company at his father’s death and 
so continued until he was called to his final rest May 15, 1933, at the 
comparatively early age of forty-two years. His elder brother then 
assumed the presidency of the business, which he held until 1938, and 
four years later he, too, passed from this life. The family also num- 
bered four daughters: Katye, who became a supervising nurse in the 
Milwaukee Children’s Hospital; Anna, the wife of James L. Kelly, an 
attorney at Fond du Lac, Wisconsin; Emily, now Mrs. Frank W. 
Kohrt, of Kewaunee; and Georgean, the wife of C. M. Oliver, of To- 
ledo, Ohio, now living at Carson City, Nevada, engaged in the retail 
lumber and fuel business there. Jane, the daughter of Anton C. Svo- 
boda, now owns the controlling interest in and manages the Svoboda 
furniture store and undertaking establishment. She was the only child 
of Anton C. Svoboda. Joseph B., the second son of Joseph Svoboda, 
had two children: James, who is a lieutenant in the engineering corps 
stationed at Belvoir, Virginia, and Ellen Jean, who is a cadet nurse 
at the Wisconsin General Hospital at Madison. 

Mr. Svoboda was devoted to the welfare of his family and counted 
no personal sacrifice on his part too great if it would promote their 
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interest. Arriving in America when he was a youth of about eighteen, 
he here found opportunity—not for the attainment of wealth, for that 
was never his ambition, but the opportunity to express the talent with 
which nature endowed him and which has so enriched the lives of 
many in the satisfaction that comes from artistry in design and love- 
liness. A well merited tribute from the Two Rivers Reporter closed 
with the following: 

‘Perhaps the world will soon forget the name of Joseph Svoboda, 
a modest man whose interest was his work, his shop, rather than his 
own importance. But generations still unborn, seeing in hundreds of 
churches all over the country the work of his heart and hands, will 
realize that there have also been craftsmen and artists in the United 
States and will be the better for his having lived. Joseph Svoboda was 
of the long tradition of craftsmen which runs back to Michael Angelo, 
Phidias and Praxiteles; like them he ran a shop and sold a product 
which became great and famous because of his skill, the genius and 
the loving care which shaped it. Such men... are the true artists 
whose work endures.” 


JOSEPH SVOBODA 


Wisconsin lost a mighty man when Svoboda was gone, 
A man who to each principle was true, 

An artist rare who knew that he had things to carve, 
A man to work with chisel, wood and glue; 

An artist who will live as long as men may think 
For his was more than simple craftsmanship ; 

Each thing he carved was done with skill so rare 
That it could stand the critic’s fearful quip 

For Svoboda had carved with soul as well as knife; 
He put his heart into each task he had 
And left his earth so mournful and so sad. 

But why should bard express his grief about this man— 
This man to whom each principle was true? 

He lett behind him carvings that will never die nor warp, 
He left these things for such good folks as you; 

He left these things that all might note the master’s skill, 
And now no man should ever shed a tear ; 

He did his work and lived unto a ripe old age 
And died without a single awful fear ; 

For he had always done the very best he could; 
He left his carvings for the world to see 

And I who try to write a bit about his splendid skill 
May only pray his mantle fall on me. 

—Franklin Lee Stevenson 


WALTER M. SWIETLIK. On the roster of Milwaukee’s public offi- 
cials appears the name of Walter M. Swietlik, who is now filling the 
position of commissioner of public works, to which he was called in 
1940. He has always resided in Milwaukee, where he was born in 
1892, a son of Joseph and Michalena (Nowak) Swietlik, both of whom 
were born in Poland, where they were reared and married. On 
crossing the Atlantic to the New World they made their way directly 
to Milwaukee, where they still make their home. They had a family 
of three sons and two daughters, of whom Francis X. is now dean of 
the Marquette Law School and a practicing attorney of Milwaukee, 
while Thaddeus F., is also a member of the bar and is now practicing 
with his elder brother as member of the law firm of Swietlik & Swiet- 
lik, occupying a prominent position in legal circles here. Helen is 
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secretary in her brothers’ law offices and Wanda is secretary to the 
clerk of the Civil Court. The two daughters and Walter M. and 
Thaddeus all make their home with their parents. 

In young manhood Walter M. Swietlik attended the Marquette 
Engineering School and later studied at the University of Wisconsin, 
where in 1916 he won his Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineer- 
ing. Following his graduation he entered the employ of the city but 
entered the first World War, becoming a member of the Seventy- 
second Coast Artillery. Following his discharge from the army he 
entered the contracting business in 1922 and was thus engaged until 
1940, when Mayor Carl Zeidler appointed him to the position of 
commissioner of public works, for which his previous business train- 
ing and experience well qualified him. His efficient methods are sup- 
plemented by promptness and accuracy in the performance of his 
work and his administration of the affairs of the office has given 
general satisfaction. 

Mr. Swietlik is a member of the Association of Municipal Engi- 
neers and the American Public Works Association. He also belongs 
to the American Legion and formerly served as commander of Quentin 
2oosevelt Post, but now has his membership in General William G. 
Haan Post No. 234 of the Legion. He is also identified with the Elks 
lodge and the Loyal Order of Moose and is faithful to the teachings 
and high purposes of these different organizations. 


RURLEIGH E. JAcozs is president of the K. W. Jacobs Cooperage 
Company of Milwaukee and is a representative of a family that for 
three generations has been closely associated with industrial and 
manufacturing interests of this city. Born in Milwaukee, April 23, 
1888, he is a son of Kenneth W. and Clara Belle (Leeman) Jacobs 
and a grandson of Burley and Margaret Jacobs, the former born 
at Middlebury, New York, April 7, 1839, while his wife was born 
at Castle Polis, Ireland. In his boyhood Burley Jacobs came to Wis- 
consin with his father, who had been a shipbuilder on the Erie Canal, 
and Burley began working as a cabin boy on the canal boats, but 
after his father purchased land at North Freedom, Wisconsin, he 
assisted in the development of the farm. After reaching adult age 
he became interested in the milling business and for a time conducted 
a grain and produce house at Sauk City, where! he remained until 
1865 and then sold and removed to Prairie du Chien, where he 
entered the tinsmith business of his brother-in-law, E. Morrison. He 
also engaged in buying furs, for Prairie du Chien was still an im- 
portant Indian trading post at that time. Subsequently he acted 
as grain buyer for the Thompson Milling Company at Mazomanie 
for several years and later at Platteville, Wisconsin, he purchased a 
mill, which he operated for twelve years. In 1881 he sought the still 
broader field of labor offered in Milwaukee, where for three years 
he was associated with the W. M. Brigham Company. He entered 
the cooperage business on West Water Street and found enlarged 
quarters at Fifteenth and North Canal streets when his increased 
trade demanded greater facilities. [le manufactured barrels in a 
plant at Nineteenth and St. Paul avenues, had a second branch at 
the cement mills and a third in Yankton, South Dakota, where large 
quantities of Portland cement were manufactured, giving him an 
excellent market for his output. These various business interests 
claimed his attention until his death, July 4, 1893. 

His son, Kenneth W. Jacobs, who was born in Sauk City, Wis- 
consin, November 8, 1861, and died in Milwaukee November 26, 1982, 
pursued his education in the public schools and the State Normal 
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School of Platteville and during that period also spent some time 
working with his father in the milling business, which claimed his 
attention until he came to Milwaukee, where he was first employed 
in the wholesale house of Dewey & Davis, there remaining for thir- 
teen months, when he joined the W. M. Brigham Company, com- 
mission merchants, of which his father was a partner, remaining 
in that connection for three years. Subsequently, at Sidney, 
Nebraska, he purchased western cattle for the eastern markets, but 
after a year returned to Milwaukee, where he became his father’s 
partner in his varied business enterprises. Purchasing the business 
of the Warner-Schenk Company, he combined it with the brass 
foundry that he had already established and there engaged in ma- 
chinery manufacture. In the meantime, at his father’s death, he 
bought out his entire business. For some time he manufactured 
plumbing goods and specialties and developed a steadily growing and 
profitable foundry business. He also conducted the cooperage busi- 
ness in the original plant opened by his father, the product amounting 
to three hundred thousand barrels annually. He was associated 
with the cooperage business from 1885, at which time the plant was 
located at Sycamore and West Water streets, but in 1886 enlarged 
quarters were secured by a removal to Fifteenth and Canal streets, 
where they began manufacturing barrels, with barrel machinery 
purchased from John B. A. Kern & Sons, at which time the capacity 
of the plant was three hundred flour barrels daily, these being made 
with hickory hoops. 

In 1896 they built a plant, forty by one hundred and sixty feet, 
and three stories in height. 

On the death of his father in 1893 Kenneth M. Jacobs became 
president of the company. While a disastrous fire burned this plant 
to the ground in 1903, Kenneth W. Jacobs rebuilt it within ninety 
days and business was immediately resumed, manufacturing all kinds 
of slack barrels. Improvements were made in the equipment from 
time to time until they could manufacture between twenty and thirty 
different sizes and styles of barrels. 

Kenneth W. Jacobs, like his father, long held prominent place in 
the business circles of Milwaukee and he was also widely known in 
Masonic circles, having taken the degrees of both the York and Scot- 
tish Rites. He also became a member of the Shrine and was a worthy 
patron in the Eastern Star chapter. He was likewise a member of 
the Merchants and Manufacturers Association and the Dealers Club 
and he gave stalwart support to the Republican party. 

On the 25th of November, 1886, Kenneth W. Jacobs married Clara 
Belle Leeman, of Milwaukee, and they became parents of three sons: 
Burleigh E., who is now president of the K. W. Jacobs Cooperage 
Company; Roy M., who is the vice president; and Kenneth W. Jr., 
who is secretary and sales manager. All three were accorded liberal 
educational opportunities. 

Burleigh E. Jacobs, who succeeded his father in the presidency 
of the company, attended the sixteenth district public school of Mil- 
waukee, was graduated from the West Division high school, and then 
matriculated in the University of Michigan, where he won his degree 
in 1912. Returning to Milwaukee in July of that year, he joined his 
father in the cooperage plant and when his father retired from active 
participation in the enterprise on September 19, 1925, he became 
administrative director of the business in association with his broth- 
ers, and is now wisely directing the activities of the plant, which, 
under his guidance, remains one of the important productive indus- 
tries of the city. He has also actively participated in the affairs of 
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the Associated Cooperage Industries, serving continuously in official 
positions of the organization since 1921, while from 1936 to 1940 he 
was the president. 

In 1911 Burleigh E. Jacobs married Miss Ora Harman, of Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, and they are parents of a daughter and son. The 
former, Clarabelle, born February 25, 1912, was graduated with 
valedictorian honors from the Wauwatosa high school and then 
completed her studies in the Belmont School for Girls at Nashville, 
Tennessee, and Northwestern University at Evanston. She is now 
the wife of William H. Pryor, and they have three children: Patricia, 
John and Roger. Burleigh E. Jacobs Jr., born February 3, 1920, 
after attending the public schools was graduated in June, 1942, from 
the University of Wisconsin as president of his class and then 
entered Harvard University Supply Corps School, having enlisted 
in the United States Naval Reserve. He received the commission 
of ensign and was called to action in the Central Pacific, where he 
has recently been promoted to the rank of lieutenant. On November 
2, 1942, he married Janet E. Grede, daughter of William L. Grede, 
of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, and who is a graduate of Northwestern 
University of the class of 1942. 

The family residence of Mr. and Mrs. Burleigh E. Jacobs is at 
1721 North Sixty-ninth Street, Wauwatosa. Mr. Jacobs has his 
ottice at 1907 West St. Paul Avenue in Milwaukee. He follows in 
the footsteps of his forbears in his association with the Masonic fra- 
ternity, now having membership in Wauwatosa Lodge No. 267, 
F. & A. M.; Wauwatosa Chapter No. 92, R. A. M.; Kilbourn Council 
No. 9, R. & 8S. M.; Wauwatosa Commandery No. 51, K. T., of which 
he was commander in 1930; Wisconsin Consistory, A. A. S. R.; and 
Tripoli Temple, A. A. O. N. M. 8. He has membership in the 
national musical fraternity Phi Mu Alpha, of which he has been 
supreme president, the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Wisconsin Club 
and the Westmoor Golf Club. For twenty-six years he was choir 
director and tenor soloist in Milwaukee churches. His hobbies are 
fishing and stamp collecting. 


ST. VINCENT’S CATHOLIC CHURCH is the oldest of the Catholic 
churches on the south side of Oshkosh, the others, now existing, 
having branched therefrom. The parish was organized in 1868 and 
the Rev. Marco became the first pastor. On the site of the present 
stately edifice stood a small church which served the needs of the 
parish for about seven years. There were about fifty families at the 
time of the organization of the parish and from the beginning the 
work increased steadily so that by 1875 it was necessary to enlarge 
the church, which at that time was brick veneered, as was the rectory. 
When Rev. Marco ended his labors in Oshkosh he was succeeded by 
Rev. Willard and next came the Rev. John Reindle, who remained as 
pastor for nineteen years, during which time great progress was 
made both materially and spiritually. Under his guidance the first 
school and hall were built, and he continued his labors with excellent 
results until his death in 1891. 

With the passing of Rev. Reindle, the Rev. William Blum took 
_ over the work, remaining in charge for a year and a half. The year 
1894 saw the Rev. A. Wibbert installed as pastor of St. Vincent’s and 
he continued his labors here until 1912, when the Rev. Aloys Bastian 
became his successor and has remained as pastor for thirty-three 
years. Under his supervision the old church and school buildings were 
torn down to be replaced by more spacious and modern structures. 
In 1913 some adjoining lots to the original site were purchased, at 
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a cost of three thousand dollars, and in 1914 the new church and 
rectory were built, representing an investment of one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand dollars. In 1926, at a cost of thirty-eight thou- 
sand dollars, a new convent was built, and four years afterward, 
in 1980, the modern school, with a large gymnasium, was erected at 
a cost of one hundred and seventy-seven thousand dollars. The 
purchase of a new cemetery was made in 1920, at a cost of six thou- 
sand dollars, and all Catholic cemeteries of Oshkosh were then unified 
under the name of the Catholic Cemetery Association. 

St. Vincent’s parish is in excellent condition, for it has but a 
nominal debt and there is, in 1945, a membership of five hundred 
families, with three hundred and seventy-five pupils being in at- 
tendance at the school, under the direction of fourteen Notre Dame 
Sisters. Work is taught from the first grade to the junior high 
inclusive. The various church organizations include Holy Name So- 
ciety, Christian Mothers, St. Vincent’s Boy Scouts, Troop 18, St. 
Joseph’s Society, the Young Men’s Society and the Young Ladies 
Sodality.’ Rev. Leo Ott is the assistant pastor. St. John’s Church 
branched off from St. Vincent’s in 1893, and the Church of the Sacred 
Heart in 1906. 

Rev. Aloys Bastian, the present pastor, was born in Alsace- 
Lorraine, May 28, 1874, a son of Anthony and Mary Ann (Ritter) 
Bastian. He began his education in the schools of France and after 
coming to the United States continued his studies at St. John’s 
Seminary in Calleville, Minnesota, in St. Francis Seminary of Mil- 
waukee and in the Catholic University at Washington, D. C. He was 
ordained to the priesthood on the 8th of September, 1896, and was 
first assigned to Holy Cross Church at Mishicot, Wisconsin, where 
he remained for two and a half years, and was then transferred as 
pastor to St. Rose Church in Clintonville, Wisconsin, where he con- 
tinued for thirteen years, after which he came to Oshkosh. He is 
well known as a linguist, speaking French, Italian and German as 
well as English. He is a man of rare eloquence and he is-dean of the 
Catholic clergy of Winnebago County, having come to Oshkosh on 
May 1, 1912. 

Rev. Aloys Bastian was the sixth in order of birth in a family of 
seven children. His brother, Joseph Bastian, who also became a 
priest, was pastor at St. Mary’s Church in Chilton, Wisconsin. He 
died November 9, 1910. Rev. Aloys Bastian is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and also belongs to the Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin. 


EARL F. JOHNSON. The call of opportunity is one to which Earl 
F. Johnson has given close attention and prompt response, and thus 
it is that he occupies a creditable position as the vice president of the 
Johnson Box Company, a division of the Inland Container Corpora- 
tion, engaged in the manufacture of pure sulphate Kraft containers. 
This has become a substantial industry of Milwaukee and Mr. Johnson 
has been active in its control and development for a decade. 

A native of Michigan, Mr. Johnson was born in Owosso in 1889, 
a son of Frank and Alice (Richey) Johnson. For many years the 
father was superintendent of a large manufacturing plant in Owosso, 
where both he and his wife died. Their son Karl F., while spending 
his youthful days under the parental roof, mastered the branches of 
learning taught in the grade school of his native city and when he 
had completed his. education he started out in the business world in 
the employ of a manufacturing concern, the Hummel & Downing 
Company, with whom he occupied the responsible position of sales 
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manager for seven years. Desirous of engaging in business from 
which he would more directly benefit, Mr. Johnson in 1918 joined 
Albert C. Downing in organizing the Downing Box Company, of which 
he became the secretary and treasurer. He brought his previous 
experience to bear on the development and expansion of that. business, 
with which he was associated for fifteen years, and then, in 19838, he 
organized the Johnson Box Company, later merged as a division of 
the Inland Container Corporation and has since been vice president 
of the Milwaukee enterprise, which has been steadily developed along 
effective business lines. His thorough understanding of the trade 
and his efforts to meet every requirement of his patrons has produced 
a business that has constantly expanded and now produces excellent 
returns. 

Mr. Johnson finds time for active participation in the work of the 
Masonic fraternity and is a loyal follower of the teachings and pur- 
poses of the craft, having his membership in Kenwood Lodge No. 308, 
F. & A. M.; Kenwood Chapter No. 90, R. A. M.; Ivanhoe Commandery 
No. 38, K. T., and in Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He also belongs 
to White Fish Bay Community Club and derives much of his diversion 
from business from the social privileges it offers. 

Mr. Johnson is married and has four children. He wedded Maud 
Cowdrey, a native of Michigan, and their two sons and two daughters: 
are James Robert, Dorothy L., Thomas Edward and Marjory Louise. 
The elder son attended the University of Wisconsin and later entered 
Harvard University, where he gained his M. D. degree in 1939. He 
is now practicing medicine in connection with the Mayo Clinic of . 
Rochester, Minnesota. The elder daughter is now studying at the 
University of Wisconsin and the younger son is attending the high 
school of White Fish Bay. 


CARL F. MIKKELSON, a Milwaukee attorney, who is an associate 
of the law firm of Shea & Hoyt, was born on a farm near Arkdale, 
Adams County, Wisconsin, November 7, 18938, a son of Martin M. 
and Julia (Rosgaard) Mikkelson, both of whom are now deceased. 
They, too, were natives of Adams County and the father, who was 
born in 1856, was a son of Mathias Mikkelson, who was born in 
Norway and came to Wisconsin in 1848, casting in his lot with the 
pioneer farmers of Adams County. His son, Martin M. Mikkelson, 
began teaching school in young manhood and afterwards maintained 
various potato warehouses and also ran a store in Adams County. 
Subsequently he again became engaged as an educator in Luther 
College at Decorah, Iowa, and later in Augustana College in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota. He died in 1928, after returning to this state. 
His wife, who passed away in 1923, was also a representative of one 
of the early families of the state, her father, Ivar Rosgaard, having 
come to Wisconsin in 1843, after which he devoted his attention to 
farming. Both the paternal and maternal grandparents of Carl 
F. Mikkelson were of Norwegian birth. In the family of Martin 
M. and Julia (Rosgaard) Mikkelson were ten children, of whom 
four are yet living and all are residents of Wisconsin. 

In the rural schools of Adams County Carl F. Mikkelson began 
his education, which was supplemented by two years’ study in the 
high school of New Lisbon and a preparatory course in Luther College 
at Decorah, Iowa. He left college to enter military service in the 
first World War and was still in training at Camp Rariton, New 
Jersey, preparing for duty with the infantry forces when the Armis- 
tice was signed. Following his return to Wisconsin he took up prep- 
aration for the legal profession, attending the University of. Wis- 
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consin Law School, which accorded him his LL. B. degree in 1922. 
For a short time he engaged in practice in Neenah, Wisconsin, and 
then came to Milwaukee, where he has since continued with the 
same firm, originally Fawsett & Smart and now Shea & Hoyt. His 
work as an attorney has been characterized by close application and 
marked loyalty to the interests of his clients, yet he never forgets 
that he owes a still higher allegiance to the majesty of the law and 
has always conformed his work to the highest ethical standards of 
his chosen calling. 

Mr. Mikkelson married Alice Vlieland, a native of Waunakee, 
Wisconsin, and a daughter of Herbert and Jennie Vlieland, the 
former having been born in England and the latter having been 
born at Waunakee, Wisconsin. The mother is now deceased and 
the father is living in California. Mr. and Mrs. Mikkelson have a 
family of two children, Fred and Marilyn, both of whom are attend- 
ing the Shorewood high school. Mr. Mikkelson was the student 
editor-in-chief of the Wisconsin Law Review in 1922, a fact indicative 
of the excellent record he made in his student days. -His fraternities 
were Phi Delta Phi, Order of the Coif and Phi Kappa Phi and along 
professional lines he is now associated with the Milwaukee County 
Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Ameri- 
can Bar Association. He is a prominent and active member in the 
North Shore Country Club, of which he is now serving as president, 
and he also belongs to the City Club and to the Lake Park Lutheran 
Church, his interests centering in those activities which make for 
higher moral standards and for better citizenship. In his leisure 
hours he derives much enjoyment from golf and fishing. 


Joun M. O’BrRIEN, attorney and counselor at law, a member of 
the firm of Stern & O’Brien of Milwaukee, with offices at 229 East 
Wisconsin Avenue, was born in Hurley, Iron County, Wisconsin, 
March 20, 1903, a son of John M. and Margaret (Lennon) O’Brien, - 
both of whom are now deceased. The founder of the family in Mil- 
waukee was his grandfather, Edward O’Brien, who was born in 
Ireland and came to the new world about 1855. Proceeding at once 
to Wisconsin, he engaged in the trucking business and in the early 
days was the owner of a large number of teams and trucks, at which 
time that business was one of importance in Milwaukee. His son, 
John M. O’Brien, was born in this city and became a salesman with 
the Roundy, Peckham & Dexter Company, one of the pioneer whole- 
sale grocery concerns of this state. His wife, who was born in Apple- 
ton, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, was a daughter of Patrick Lennon, 
a native of Ireland, who came to Wisconsin about 1860 and, settling 
in Appleton, there conducted a general store. In the family of John 
M. and Margaret (Lennon) O’Brien were five children, the two 
brothers and two sisters of the subject of this review being: Dr. 
Lennon J. O’Brien of Milwaukee; Loraine, now the wife of Guy M. 
Cox, of Iron River, Michigan; Grace, now Mrs. George Fisher, a 
resident of Detroit, Michigan; and William J., a lawyer of James- 
town, New York, who is now in the government service, connected 
with the intelligence department. 

John M. O’Brien, the other member of the family, has been a life- 
long resident of Milwaukee and was educated entirely in this city. 
His public school training was completed by his graduation from the 
Riverside high school and after carefully considering the varied 
avenues of business he decided to make the practice of law his life 
work and to this end enrolled as a law student in Marquette Uni- 
versity, where he won his LL.B. degree as a member of the class of 
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1926. In September of that year he began practicing in Milwaukee 
in association with Erich C. Stern, James Maxwell Murphy and Paul 
A. Holmes, and in 1932 he associated himself with Mr. Stern alone 
under the firm name of Stern & O’Brien, in which connection he still 
continues. While advancment at the bar is proverbially slow, he has 
made steady progress as he has demonstrated his ability to find 
correct solution for the intricate problems which constantly arise 
in connection with law work, and he has proven both an able attorney 
before the court and a safe counselor, his advice being based upon 
a broad knowledge of legal principles and precedents. 

Mr. O’Brien married Miss Helen Boyce, a native of Rhinelander, 
Oneida County, Wisconsin, and a daughter of M. V. and Della (Miller) 
Boyce, who are still residents of Rhinelander, where the father is 
engaged in the practice of law and is also public administrator there. 
Mr. and Mrs. O’Brien have become the parents of a son and daughter: 
John, eleven years of age, and Mary, aged nine, both now pupils in 
St. Robert’s parish school. Mr. O’Brien is a member of the Mil- 
waukee ‘Athletic Club and the Ozaukee Country Club, is a communi- 
cant of the Catholic church and belongs to the Knights of Columbus. 
Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Milwaukee 
Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the Amer- 
ican Bar Association, and he has the respect of his professional 
colleagues owing to the fact that at all times he has been most careful 
to conform his practice to the highest ethics of his chosen calling. 
He is widely known in Milwaukee, where he has always lived, and 
many of his stanchest friends are those who have known him from 
his boyhood. 


JAMES B. CupuLiP has done effective and commendable work as 
secretary of the Chamber of Commerce of Oshkosh, which position 
he has filled since 1938. The Chamber was at that time somewhat 
dormant and needed a revivifying spirit to make it an effective force 
in the life of the community. Mr. Cudlip realized the possibilities 
here and with characteristic energy and determination took over the 
work, in which his labors have been far-reaching and _ beneficially 
resultant. 

Born at Iron Mountain, Michigan, August 31, 1893, Mr. Cudlip 
is of Welsh descent. His father, James D. Cudlip, born at Cardiff, 
Wales, came to the United States when eighteen years of age, settled 
at Iron Mountain, Michigan, and there became a successful member 
of the bar. He was serving as county clerk of Dickinson County, 
Michigan, at the time of his death in 1924. His wife, who in her 
maidenhood was Mary Jane Berryman, was a native of Jersey City, 
New Jersey, and prior to her marriage engaged in teaching school. 
Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Berryman, were natives of England 
and after coming to the United States Mr. Berryman engaged in 
business in northern Michigan as a mining engineer. The grand- 
parents of James B. Cudlip in the paternal line were Stack Cudlip, 
a justice of the courts of England, and his wife, Mary Jane (Polklin- 
horn) Cudlip, a native of Wales. 

James B. Cudlip, who was the eldest in a family of six children, 
completed a course in the high school of Iron Mountain, Michigan, 
and afterward attended both the University of Michigan and North- 
western University, while he also pursued a course in public relations 
in the extension course at the University of California in Palo Alto. 
He had previously started out to provide for his own support as a 
common laborer but a laudable ambition prompted him to make the 
most of his opportunities in the way of securing an education and 
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otherwise preparing for the responsibilities of life. For twenty years 
he was connected with the rubber industry as a salesman and he 
was also engaged in business at Kansas City, Missouri, for a time. 

In 1922 Mr. Cudlip came to Oshkosh, where he has since made his 
home. Here he engaged in mercantile business and he soon became 
recognized as an enterprising and progressive citizen. He has traveled 
extensively in the United States and abroad, thus advancing his 
knowledge and broadening his experience, and he was thus well 
equipped to take over the position of secretary of the Oshkosh 
Chamber of Commerce when selected for that position in 1988. He 
closely studied the situation here, became cognizant of the city’s 
possibilities and has continually worked for future as well as present- 
day advancement. The lumber industry was no longer a dominant 
factor here and he sought new lines of business that would upbuild 
the city and promote its steady development. He has done much 
judicious advertising whereby he has made known to the public the 
advantages here offered in a business way and also its recreational 
facilities for vacationists and tourists. His labors have been very 
effective in advancing the civic, commercial, industrial and profes- 
sional interests of Oshkosh and the city has benefited much from 
his intelligently directed efforts and keen foresight. He is now engaged 
in post-war planning, so that factories now engaged in defense work 
may return to normal business lines with no loss of time. Oshkosh 
acknowledges her indebtedness to him for results he has achieved. 

Mr. Cudlip married Rhea Adams, of Iron Mountain, Michigan, 
and the children born to them are three in number. The eldest, J. 
Robert, born in 1914, is now a lieutenant in the chemical warfare 
division of the army. He was educated in the Kansas City high 
school, the University of Arizona and the University of Southern 
California. The other members of the family are: Jane, born May 
15, 1916; and Gail, born April 5, 1925. Mr. Cudlip’s second marriage 
was with Estelle Blahnik, of Oshkosh, and their children are Mary 
Jean and John B. Mr. Cudlip attends the Christian Science church 
and his fraternal relations are with the Masonic order and the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. In the former he has taken 
the high degrees and is a member of the Shrine. 


ARMIN W. FINGER is of the third generation of the Finger family 
to reside in Milwaukee and bear active and prominent part in the 
business advancement and progress of the city. His grandfather, 
Adam Finger, belonged to that class of substantial German citizens 
who recognized the opportunities here offered in the nineteenth cen- 
tury. After his marriage to Caroline Ewers he left Westphalia, Ger- 
many, where he was born, reared and educated, and came with his 
young wife to the new world. With Milwaukee as his destination, he 
came at once to Wisconsin, where he began working as a carpenter 
and cabinetmaker, having learned those trades in his native country. 
His industry and close application soon put him on the high road to 


-suceess and in 1865 he established a business of his own as a dealer 


in real estate, mortgages and insurance, at first having his office in 
his own home. The new enterprise prospered, so that in time he 
opened an office at 444 East Water Street, where he carried on opera- 
tions as senior partner in the firm of Adam Finger & Son. His death 
occurred in 1901 and his wife passed away in 1911. They had a large 
family, the last survivor of whom was William Finger, who died in 
1917, at the age of forty-nine years. 

When the life labors of Adam Finger were ended in death his son, 
William Finger, stood ready to take up and carry on his work. He had 
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been born and reared in Milwaukee, where he attended the old Engel- 
man school and also a business college. After two years spent as an 
employe in a law office he became his father’s associate in business 
and with the passing years continued actively in the insurance and 
real estate business, showing excellent qualifications for capable man- 
agement and control of the interests in his charge. In 1915 he incor- 
porated the Adam Finger & Son Company and filled the presidency 
thereof until his demise, dealing largely in mortgages and at the same 
time conducting a considerable insurance business. He belonged to 
the West Side Turnverein, the old Sharpshooters Society and the Wis- 
consin Natural History Society. He was always much interested in 
botany and possessed a fine collection of botanical specimens which 
after his death was given to the Milwaukee Museum by his family. 

Armin W. Finger was of the third generation of the family to take 
over the business founded by his grandfather. He is the only son 
of William and Helen (Hoeges) Finger, who were married in Mil- 
waukee in 1889 and who also had two daughters, Hazel and Alice C. 
Hazel is the widow of Franklyn F. Rohn, of Milwaukee, while Alice 
married Russell A. Wilcox, of Horicon, Wisconsin. Armin W. Finger 
was born in Milwaukee July 10, 1895, and in 1913 was graduated from 
the West Division high school. He also attended the Milwaukee Uni- 
versity School and went to Yale for his college course, which he com- 
pleted in 1917, winning the Bachelor of Arts degree. Soon afterward 
he enlisted for service in the first World War and in 1918 became a 
member of the naval aviation forces, rising to the rank of chief quar- 
termaster of aviation. Soon after the Armistice was signed in Novem- 
ber, 1918, he was honorably discharged and returned home, joining 
his father in the insurance, mortgage, real estate and property man- 
agement business, which he still carries on. He soon familiarized 
himself with every phase and angle of the work and as head of the 
company has expanded and extended its interests, occupying a promi- 
nent place in this field in Milwaukee. 

Mr. Finger is also well known socially in his native city, where he 
has membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Milwaukee 
University Club. He has advanced far in Masonry, becoming a mem- 
ber of Kenwood Lodge No. 308, I. & A. M.; Kenwood Chapter No. 90, 
R. A. M:; Ivanhoe Commandery, K. T.; and Tripoli Temple of the 
Shrine. In all these organizations he enjoys the friendship of his 
associates and he has the esteem of the community at large because 
of his progressiveness and loyalty in matters of citizenship. 

Mr. Finger was married November 5, 1926, to Irieda Bues, a 
native of Milwaukee, her parents being Adolph and Ida Bues. Mr. and 
Mrs. Finger now have two sons: William Adolph, sixteen years of 
age and attending the Milwaukee University school, as did his father 
and grandfather; and Frederick A., a youth of twelve years, now a 
pupil in the Hampton school. 


SIDNEY J. HERZBERG. About the year 1902 Joseph Herzberg estab- 
lished an insurance agency in Milwaukee as representative of the 
Prudential Company, and the business has since been carried on 
successfully. For two decades he directed the organization and upon 
his death in 1923 his son, Sidney J. Herzberg, assumed direction, 

Born in St. Louis, Missouri, September 21, 1880, Sidney James 
Herzberg is a son of Joseph and Anna (Metheven) Herzberg and 
is of German and Scotch descent in the paternal and maternal lines 
respectively. His father, who was born in Frankfort, Germany, 
September 7, 1858, acquired a liberal education in his native land, 
but a spirit of adventure and his strong desire to know more of the 
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world led him to leave Europe in 1875 and seek the opportunities 
offered in the new world. Coming alone to America when a youth of 
seventeen years, after a limited stay in New York he journeyed to 
Illinois and became identified with mercantile interests in Chicago. 
A little later he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, and in 1890 went to 
Salina, Kansas, where for ten years he conducted an agency for 
the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. He was also 
representative of the same corporation in St. Paul, Minnesota, and 
in 1900 he removed to Milwaukee, where his remaining days were 
passed. Here he became general agent for the Prudential Life Insur- 
ance Company, and in 1909 was joined by his son under the style 
of Joseph Herzberg & Son, an association that was maintained until 
the father’s death, September 9, 1923. He had risen to prominence 
as one of the leading insurance men of the state. His capital when 
he arrived in America consisted of energy, keen intelligence and 
determination, and upon that foundation he reared the superstructure 
of substantial success and at all times merited and received the good 
will and high regard of his fellowmen. His wife, Anna (Metheven) 
Herzberg, was born in Scotland, in 18538, and during her girlhood 
accompanied her parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Metheven, on their 
voyage across the Atlantic. She died in the year 1889. The surviv- 
ing members of the family of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Herzberg are: 
Mrs. Walter Frank, living in California; Edgar Herzberg, president 
of the firm of Frank & Company of Milwaukee; and Sidney J. 

Sidney J. Herzberg pursued his education in the schools of Fort 
Scott, Kansas, Keokuk, Iowa, and St. Paul, Minnesota. When fifteen 
years of age he started out in the business world, working in shoe 
factories of St. Paul and Milwaukee until he reached the age of 
eighteen, when he took up newspaper work, being employed on the 
Milwaukee Sentinel and the Free Press. Later he returned to St. Paul 
where he became assistant circulation manager of the St. Paul 
Dispatch and next represented that paper in Watertown, South 
Dakota. The Ist of May, 1909, found him again in Milwaukee and 
on the 1st of June following he joined his father in the insurance 
business under the firm style of Joseph Herzberg & Son. Since his 
father’s death he has headed the business, being the Wisconsin man- 
ager of the ordinance department of the Prudential Insurance Com- 
pany of America. He has thorough and intimate knowledge of the 
business in every particular and his supervision of the various 
agencies of the state has contributed much to the success and growth 
of the business in Wisconsin. For three years he was the president 
of the “One Hundred Thousand Dollar League Club,” which indicated 
that at that time his agency was conducting the largest volume of 
business of any of the Prudential’s agencies in the country. 

On June 29, 1901, Mr. Herzberg was married in De Pere, Wis- 
consin, to Miss Josephine H. Hansen, who was born in Milwaukee, a 
daughter of William and Julia (Jensen) Hansen, who were natives 
of Norway. Her father became one of the pioneer farmers of 
De Pere and of Wittenberg, Wisconsin, and he also engaged in busi- 
ness as an electrical engineer. Mr. and Mrs. Herzberg have one 
son, Willis S., who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and 
is now associated in business with his father. He married Laura 
Schramm, and they have two children: Sidney D., ten years of 
age, and Donald Ray. 

During the first World War Mr. Herzberg served on the draft 
board of the Eighteenth ward of Milwaukee and he was captain of | 
the life underwriters in various war drives. He has always been 
interested in matters of progressive citizenship and has given his 
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support to many measures for the general good. He belongs to the 
Christian Science church and fraternally is a Mason with member- 
ship in Kenwood Lodge No. 303, F. & A. M., Kenwood Chapter No. 
90, R. A. M., Wisconsin Commandery No. 1, K. T., Wisconsin Con- 
sistory, S. P. R. S., and Tripoli Temple of the Mystic Shrine, as well 
as Milwaukee Chapter, O. E. S. He likewise has membership con- 
nection with the Elks lodge at Watertown, South Dakota, and in club 
circles he is well known, belonging to the Tripoli Country Club and 
the Milwaukee Athletic Club, his social qualities making for popu- 
larity in these organizations while his business ability has gained 
him leadership in his chosen field of labor. 


LEo A. Suoys is numbered among Racine’s representative business 
men, having since 19382 engaged in the manufacture of uniform shirts 
and blouses as a partner in the Badger Shirt Company, which he and 
his associates have developed from a small and inconsequential enter- 
prise into one of large proportions. An analyzation of what has been 
accomplished shows that close application, the excellence of their 
products and their reliable methods have been the foundation upon 
which their success has been built. 

Mr. Shoys is a native son of Racine, where he has spent his entire 
life. He was born May 27, 1888, and is a son of Jacob and Anna 
(Goedeke) Shoys, the father a native of Switzerland, while the mother 
was born in Germany. Jacob Shoys was only about two months of 
age when brought by his parents to the United States in 1871, and 
the family home was established in Racine, but the father was not 
long permitted to enjoy his new place of residence, as he was called 
from this life in 1873. His wife long survived him, reaching the age 
of seventy-six years. Their son, Jacob, pursued his education in the 
public schools of Racine and afterward learned the shoemaker’s trade, 
which he followed during the greater part of his active life, retiring 
from business in 1942 to enjoy the rest which he had truly earned 
and rightfully merits. He is now living in Racine at the age of 
eighty-four years, while his wife has passed the seventy-ninth mile- 
stone on life’s journey. 

The public school system of Racine afforded Leo A. Shoys his 
early educational opportunities and later he attended high school in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. When he had completed his studies there he 
entered the employ of the Hilker-Wiechers Manufacturing Company 
of Racine, makers of shirts and overalls, the business later being 
reorganized under the name of the Signal Shirt Company. With that 
enterprise Mr. Shoys continued until 1932, when he started out in 
business on his own account, in association with Paul J. Lange. They 
founded the Badger Shirt Company for the manufacture of uniform 
shirts and jackets and today their product is sold all over the United 
States. Not all days have been equally bright, however, for they 
started the enterprise on a small scale, representing an investment of 
only about two hundred dollars, but with the passing years they have 
enlarged their plant, which is now well equipped with the latest 
improved machinery and facilities for carrying on their work, and 
their investment in machinery and equipment has reached sixty-five 
thousand dollars, the business being today one of the important 
manufacturing concerns of the city. They occupy two floors, giving 
them eighteen thousand square feet of floor space. Some of the 
special machines used in the business are of their own invention and 
today they employ ninety people in their Racine plant, engaged in 
making uniform shirts and blouses, which are shipped to every state in 
the Union. Mr. Shoys occasionally travels for the company and is well 
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known to the trade. He and his partner, Paul J. Lange, have ever 
displayed those qualities indispensable in the attainment of success 
sound judgment in control of the business, unfaltering enterprise and 
broad vision, whereby they look beyond present day conditions to the 
opportunities of the future, which they have thus been prepared to 
meet and utilize. They have also demonstrated the fact that obstacles 
and difficulties can be overcome by persistent effort and today they 
control an important manufacturing concern which is regarded as a 
strong factor in the commercial upbuilding of the city. 

On the 25th of June, 19138, Mr. Shoys married Ariel E. Killian, 
a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Killian. Her father, who was 
born in Wisconsin, was connected with the Mitchell Wagon Company 
of Racine for many years. Mr. and Mrs. Shoys have become the 
parents of two sons and a daughter who are yet living and they lost 
their third child at the age of three months. The elder son, Leo 
Robert, born May 23, 1915, is a toolmaker by trade and is now with 
the Massey-Harris Company of this city. Charles Killian, born in 
December, 1916, is a lieutenant, senior grade, in the United States 
Navy. He has seen foreign service and is now on duty in Washington, 
D. C. The daughter, Ruth Ann, is the wife of Richard Neubert, of 
Racine, who is now with the armed forces as pharmacist’s mate, 
first class. 

Mr. Shoys is well known in Masonic circles, for from the Blue 
Lodge he has advanced through the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite, and is also a Shriner with membership in Tripoli 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Milwaukee. He also has membership con- 
nection with the United Commercial Travelers and with the Rotary 
Club. He votes with the Republican party and his interest is based 
upon an earnest desire for improvement and advancement through 
political channels. He is identified with the Presbyterian church, as 
is his wife, who takes a very active and helpful part in the church 
work, while Mr. Shoys has served as a deacon and an elder in the 
church, and was formerly superintendent of the Sunday school, in 
which he was likewise teacher of a class. His leisure hours are de- 
voted to golf, stamp collecting and fishing, for he realizes that interests 
of this character constitute an even balance to intense business 
activity. 


Howarp Watts. Among the notable commercial enterprises of 
Milwaukee is the large establishment of George Watts & Son at 761 
North Jefferson Street, of which Howard Watts is now the president 
and treasurer. Dealers in china, glassware and crockery, the business 
has been carried on for eighty years and more recently has been ex- 
tended to include interior decorating. Throughout the entire period 
the firm has been well known as importers in their line and as con- 
sultants on period china. In the conduct of the business Howard Watts 
has kept abreast with all the art as well as commercial phases of the 
trade, his name in this connection being known from coast to coast. 

Mr. Watts was born in Milwaukee, November 17, 1890, a son of 
George and Louise (Heise) Watts, and is a representative of the third 
generation of the family in this country. His grandfather, William 
Watts, a native of England, lived for a time in the town of Lake, Wis- 
consin, after coming to the new world, and later became a resident of 
Milwaukee, where his remaining days were passed. Before his arrival 
in the United States his son George had crossed the Atlantic. The 
latter was born in Uffcolmbe, England, where he acquired a public 
school education. Determining to try his fortune in the new world, he 
sailed for America when twenty-one years of age and making Milwau- 
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kee his destination here entered the employ of Thomas Massey, a | 
wholesale and retail dealer in crockery and glassware on Reed Street, 
and thus became identified with a business in which he continued until | 
his labors were ended in death. In 1885 he acquired an interest in the 
store and in 1893, following the accidental death of his partner, he be- 
came sole owner of the establishment through the purchase of Mr. 
Massey’s interest, and continued as the directing head until his demise 
in 1919, conducting his interests under his own name until 1915, when 
his son Howard was admitted to partnership and the firm name of 
George Watts & Son was adopted. The business had long been ac- 
corded leadership in the importation of china and glassware not only 
in Milwaukee but throughout this section of the country. His wife 
survived him until 1923, passing away in Milwaukee. She was of 
German descent, a daughter of Frederic Heise, a carpenter. contractor 
and one of the pioneer settlers of Milwaukee. Mr. and Mrs. Watts be- 
came parents of a son, Howard, and two daughters, Edith, the widow 
of C. W. Morter, of Milwaukee, and Helen, the wife of W. H. Bennett, 
a resident of Hinsdale, Illinois. 

After passing through the grades in Milwaukee’s public schools 
and attending the East Division high school, Howard Watts spent two 
years as a student in the University of Wisconsin and in 1911 joined 
his father in the business, becoming a partner in 1915. From the age 
of ten years, however, he had assisted in the store when not busy with 
his school work and in 1923 he took over full control and is now presi- 
dent and treasurer. Articles of incorporation were taken out in 1929 
and steady expansion and progressive methods have kept the establish- 
ment in line with other leading importing houses of the country, not 
only in public recognition but in the opinion of his competitors in New 
York and elsewhere. 

The store contains many rare and valuable sets of dishes and indi- 
vidual pieces of china and glassware, some dating back to the eigh- 
teenth century, as well as those of the most modern manufacture. The 
entire store is a work of art in its setting and arrangement and con- 
tent, and it has always been Mr. Watts’ earnest desire to educate people 
in the enjoyment of china through a recognition of period manufac- 
ture, coloring and art. For some years he has maintained an interior 
decorating department, this being closely allied to the other lines, and 
it is proving a valuable adjunct. 

In Milwaukee in 1914 Mr. Watts married Miss Lorraine Grimm, 
daughter of George Grimm, circuit judge of Jefferson, Wisconsin. 
Their family numbers four children. Helen Louise, the eldest, is a 
graduate of Carroll College, where she won her Bachelor of Arts de- 
gree, and she also attended the University of Arizona. She is now the 
wife of Lieutenant Harold H. Ziegler, who is in active naval service 
and has received an honorary citation and the silver star. They have 
one son, Paul Howard Ziegler. Lieutenant George G. Watts, second of 
the family, is a graduate of the Milwaukee University School and spent 
two years in Colgate University, after which he enlisted in the Marine 
Corps. Laura Lorraine, who was a student in Northwestern Univer- 
sity for two years, is now the wife of William Krauthoefer, an air 
cadet. William Howard, sixteen years of age, is attending the Milwau- 
kee University School. 

Mr. Watts is a member of Silver Springs Lodge, F. & A. M., of 
Whitefish Bay; Kenwood Chapter No. 90, R. A. M.; the Council, R. & 
5S. M.; and Wisconsin Consistory, 8. P. R. 8S. He has membership in 
and is a past president of the Milwaukee Gyro Club, member of the 
University Club, the Wisconsin Club, and is actively interested in the 
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Layton Art Gallery. He is frequently called upon to lecture before art 
and study clubs in this country and abroad on style trends and designs 
of the more creative period of china manufacture, and is regarded as 
an authority on china that has real value and an historical background. 
‘In 1929 he spent several months in Limoges, France, and Stoke-on- 
| Trent, England, making motion pictures of factory interiors, showing 
every operation in the production of fine glassware and china, and was 
the guest of Roland Copeland, owner of the Spode Pottery Works of 
England. No American is more familiar with the story and method 
| of the manufacture of this fine ware than Mr. Watts. His entire life 
' has been devoted to china and glassware and his comprehensive knowl- 

edge along this line has long kept him in the front rank of American 

importers, while his presentation of the subject to others has stimu- 

lated wide interest in the art. He has made annual trips to Kurope to 
increase his knowledge, create new designs and keep the business in- 
teresting at all times. On an average, eight countries were visited 
| 
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each year, in each of which he has actually worked in the prominent 
factories. 

Henry J. STEINMAN SR. should be mentioned in Wisconsin’s his- 

tory as one who contributed in large and effective manner to the 
| business development and upbuilding of Milwaukee, where he estab- 
' lished a business that continues as one of the strong and stable com- 
| mercial interests of the city. Moreover he represented one of the old 
families of Milwaukee and was here born July 14, 1847, a son of 
| Albert Henry and Margaret (Dunker) Steinman, who were natives 
of Westphalia, Germany, the former born in 1816, while the mother 
| was born in 1824. Following the military ruling of the country, Albert 
| H. Steinman served in the Prussian army and after his enlistment 
period was over came to the new world in 1844. Traveling westward 
| to Milwaukee, he here established his home and began business as a 
, contractor. He also became one of the grocers of the city and con- 
_ ducted both business enterprises in such a manner as to gain sub- 
_ stantial prosperity. His fellow townsmen, appreciative of his worth 
' as a man and citizen, twice elected him to the office of alderman and 
when he was seventy years of age he retired from both business and 
| public life. 
Henry J. Steinman devoted his youth to the acquirement of an edu- 
cation in the public schools, in the German Lutheran parochial schools 
' and Peter Engelman Academy, now the Milwaukee University School. 
| In 1872 he established the lumber business that has now been carried 
"| on by the family for more than seventy-two years and which is now 
- represented by some of the third generation of the family. This is 
now the oldest lumber company operating in Milwaukee through a 
continuous period and the name of the Steinman Lumber Company 
has long been a synonym of progressiveness, enterprise and thorough 
reliability. Many changes have come in business conditions but at all 
times the Steinman Company has kept abreast of the times and today 
does considerable radio advertising besides using other methods of 
keeping the business before the public. 

Like his father, Henry J. Steinman was a civic-minded man, much 
interested in the development and upbuilding of his native city. He 
always gave his political support to the Democratic party and in 1885, 
- through popular suffrage, he was made a member of the board of 
- aldermen from the Second ward, serving through 1890. He filled the 
office of city treasurer from 1890 until 1894, and in 1898 was called 
to the office of commissioner of the public debt, the duties of which 
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position he discharged until 1904. He thus gave many years to public 
service and was most faithful to the trust reposed in him. He died 
in 1982, at the age of eighty-four. 

In October, 1875, Henry J. Steinman married Miss Johanna Mane- 
gold, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Manegold, of Milwaukee. 
She died in 1940, at age of eighty-four. They reared a large family, 
their sons being now actively identified with the business which has 
featured in the commercial life of the city for more than seven 
decades. The family includes: 

Alfred H. Steinman, the eldest, is now president of the Steinman 


ee ee 


Lumber Company. He married Emma Gettleman, and they have two | 


children: Ruth and Alfred H. Jr., the latter of the third generation 


connected with the business. He is married and the father of two | 


children: Richard and Faith. 


L. Amanda, the first daughter of the household, is now Mrs. Chris: ' 
topher Meyer, of Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, and has two children, Mar- | 


garet and Christopher Jr. 


Carl W. is vice president of the Steinman Lumber Company. He | 


married Thekla Duemlind, and they have one son, James. 


Edward R. is the secretary of the Lumber Company and was for- | 
merly president of the Milwaukee Lumber Dealers Association. He | 
married Irene Seefeld, and they have three children: Robert, who is | 
now with the company, is married and has one child, John. John is | 


married and has a daughter, Elizabeth, usually called Betty. Edward 


Jr. also represents the third generation connected with the Lumber | 


Company. Martha, now Mrs. Herbert W. Schwarting Jr., of Wauwa- 
tosa, has two children, Elizabeth E. and Bernice. 
Henry J. Steinman Jr., treasurer of the Steinman Lumber Com- 


pany, married Anita Ewens, and they have two children, Johanna and | 


Henry J. III]. He is an overseas veteran of World War I, and attended 
the Officers Training School in La Valbonne, France. He is a member 


of North Shore Post, American Legion, attended the University of | 
Wisconsin and is a member of Kappa Sigma fraternity. He is a | 


director of the West Side Bank, Milwaukee. 


The family has always maintained a very close relationship in 


their social as well as their business interests. Family reunions have 


been very common with them through the years, especially before | 
their parents passed from this life, and, moreover, they are much | 


interested in their lake homes, in boating and yachting, in sailing 
and in ice boating. Their kindred interests hold them closely together 
and they are one of the most respected and esteemed families of 
Milwaukee—a family that has been associated with the city through 
an entire century. 


GEORGE M. MACDONALD is the division manager in the Milwaukee 
division of the Northwestern-Hanna Fuel Company, engaged in the 
wholesale and retail distribution of coal, coke and fuel oil and the 
iron fireman stokers. He is thus in control of an extensive business. 
Born in Pottsville, Pennsylvania, March 13, 1896, he is a son of 
Joel and Anna (Stellwagon) McDonnell, as the name was then spelled. 
The family comes of Scotch ancestry. His grandfather, Samuel 
McDonnell, arrived in America in his boyhood days, having accom- 
panied his parents on their removal from Scotland to Ireland and 
thence to the United States. After reaching adult age Samuel 
McDonnell married a member of the Fincher family, one of the early 
pioneer families of the Keystone: State. Representatives of the 
Fincher family were given a grant of land by William Penn. It was 
located near Pottsville, Pennsylvania, in the anthracite coal region. 
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Several members of the family were massacred by the Indians during 
‘the days of their early settlement there and the remainder gave up 
‘the land and returned to Reading, Pennsylvania, where they were 
assured of safety. 

Joel McDonnell was a mechanical engineer, and he and his wife 
‘spent the greater part of their days in the Keystone State, Mrs. 
Anna McDonnell dying in Pottsville in 1932. She was of English 
: lineage. After her death the family home in Pottsville was broken 
‘up and Joel McDonnell, retiring from active business, came to Mil- 
-waukee, where he spent his remaining days, his death occurring 
/ February 15, 1944, when he had reached the venerable age of ninety- 
' seven years. George MacDonald has a sister still living, who is Mrs. 
| Josef Jungbluth, now residing on Long Island. 

: After acquiring his public school education in Pottsville, George 
| M. MacDonald attended the University of Pennsylvania, where he 
' studied engineering, but he left the University to enter military 
| service in connection with the first World War. He was commis- 
'sioned a first lieutenant of the One Hundred and Third Engineers 
of the Twenty-eighth Division and was overseas for a year, during 
| which time he participated in five major engagements. He was twice 
hospitalized. While in France he attended the University of Dijon. 
Returning from his military duties overseas, Mr. MacDonald 
entered the employ of the Philadelphia, Reading Coal & Iron Com- 
| pany, for which he had worked in vacation periods while attending 
| the University. He served with that company as a mining engineer 
| and later he was division engineer in the Eastern Kentucky opera- 
tions of the Consolidation Coal Company, Inc., of New York, with 
| which the Northwestern-Hanna Fuel Company is affiliated. In 1926 
+ he was transferred by the company to Appleton, Wisconsin, and in 
| 1930 was sent to Milwaukee, where he has remained to the present 
' 
| 
| 


Se at 
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| time, 1944. He has been division manager since 1936. The North- 
western-Hanna Fuel Company is engaged in handling coal, which 
| ig stored on its docks on Lake Michigan and Lake Superior during 
the season of navigation, and distributed throughout the states of 
the Northwest during the year. 
Mr. MacDonald married Amy Flaherty, a native of Fairmont, 
West Virginia, who was reared and educated in Kentucky. They 
now have one son, Donald Gorm MacDonald, who is attending the 
Shorewood high school. Their niece, Dorothy MacNabb, has also 
been reared in their home and is a graduate of the Milwaukee State 
~ Teachers College, while at the present writing she is doing special 
' school work as a teacher in the pre-kindergarten school of West 
| Allis. The family residence is at 2418 Menlo boulevard. Mr. Mac- 
| Donald is a member of Cudworth Post of the American Legion in 
| Milwaukee and he is also affiliated with the Milwaukee Club and the 
| Milwaukee Athletic Club. He has membership in St. Mark’s Epis- 

copal Church and in its teachings are found the rules that have ever 
- governed his life in its relations with his fellowmen. 


ELBERT E. BRINDLEY, while closely associated with the interests of 
Richland Center as an able member of the bar, is also identified with 
the progress and upbuilding of Richland County through agricultural 
and manufacturing connections. A man of enterprise and broad 
vision, he readily recognizes opportunities and he carries forward to 
successful completion whatever he undertakes. 

Mr. Brindley was born in Haney township, Crawford County, 
Wisconsin, September 3, 1884, a son of Joseph and Erminnie (Has- 
kins) Brindley, the former a native of Grant County, Wisconsin, and 
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the latter of Crawford County, both representing families connected 
with farming. The grandparents in the paternal line were John and 
Mary (Edge) Brindley, who were born, reared and married in Eng- 
land, whence they came to the United States in 1850. They did not 
tarry on the eastern seaboard but at once came to the Middle West 
and established their home on a farm at Sanders Creek near Boscobel, 
Wisconsin. The grandfather of E. E. Brindley on the maternal side 
was Jeduthan Fuller Haskins, who was a native of the State of New 
York, where he cleared and cultivated a farm. He married Cordelia 
Powers, who was born in Massachusetts, and on coming to Wisconsin 
they settled in the Haney Valley in Crawford County, where Mr. 
Haskins became a prosperous agriculturist. John Brindley, who 
had secured a tract of Government land in Hickory Grove township, 
Grant County, converted the undeveloped claim into fertile fields 
which he continued to cultivate and further improve until his death. 

Joseph Brindley, son of John Brindley, was born on the old 
family homestead, where he was early trained in the tilling of the 
soil, and he continued to assist his father in planting and caring for 
the crops until 1882, when he left the parental roof and purchased 
land on which he lived for twenty years. After selling that property 
in 1902 he purchased good land on Brush Creek in Richland County 
and resided on that place until 1905. With the money derived from 
the sale of his second farm he bought the meat market of Herbert 
Sherman at Richland Center and carried on the business there until 
1908, when he went to northeastern Texas, where his remaining days 
were spent. His wife was born on the Haskins farm where her parents 
settled on coming from New York to Wisconsin in 1850, and by her 
marriage to Joseph Brindley she became the mother of seven children. 

The eldest of the family is E. EK. Brindley, whose name introduces 
this review. He began his education in a rural school of Crawford 
County and continued his studies in the Richland Center high school, 
where he was graduated in 1904. He pursued his classical course at 
the University of Wisconsin, winning his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1908, and he also devoted one year to the study of law at the State 
University, after which he engaged in teaching in the high school 
at Eau Claire, Wisconsin, for a year. Much of his preparation for the 
bar was made in the law office of P. L. Lincoln, who directed his 
reading, and on January 23, 1911, he was admitted to practice in the 
state courts. He was thereafter connected in practice with his former 
preceptor under the firm style of Lincoln & Brindley until the senior 
partner was called to judicial service and from 1913 Mr. Brindley 
maintained an office independently of partnership relations. He filled 
the office of district attorney from 1914 to 1921, when he was joined 
by Francis L. Brewer in forming the firm of Brindley & Brewer. 
He has long been accorded a large clientele, and the court records 
bear testimony to the many favorable verdicts which he has won in 
the courts. He possesses a keen, rapid, logical mind, plus business 
sense, and he is seldom, if ever, at fault in the application of a 
legal principle. 

In addition to serving as district attorney for six years Mr. 
Brindley was a member of the city school board for ten years and 
has been a member of the board of county supervisors since 1924, 
covering almost two decades, while since 1934 he has acted as its 
chairman. He is now president of the hospital board and every public 
project of importance receives his endorsement and active support. 
In addition to his law practice and his public and official activities 
he is a stockholder and director of the Richland County Creamery 
and he has an interest in the Consumers Cooperative and in several 
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cheese factories, while individually he is the owner of several good 
farms, to which he gives his personal supervision. 

While at the University of Wisconsin, Mr. Brindley was initiated 
as a member of Delta Sigma Rho and he is also a Phi Beta Kappa. 
He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, while along 
strictly professional lines he is a member of the Wisconsin Bar As- 
sociation, and is a close observer of the high ethical principles advo- 
cated by the society. 

In March, 1911, Mr. Brindley married Vida James, a native of 
Richland Center, daughter of David G. and Laura (Briggs) James, 
and they became parents of three sons. The eldest, Elbert J., born 
April 12, 1912, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, where 
he completed a course in chemical engineering with the class of 1933. 
He married Elizabeth Belin, of Madison. Loren L., the second son, 
born March 27, 1914, was graduated from the University of Wisconsin 
in 1936 and there won his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1940, after 
which he’ was associated with his father in law practice in Richland 
Center. Loren L. Brindley died March 18, 1942, his death terminating 
a career of much promise. He married Maxine Langley, a daughter 
of John W. Langley, the president of the LaFarge State Bank. Richard 
B., who completes the family, was born January 26, 1916, and is also 
a University of Wisconsin alumnus, having won a degree in me- 
chanical engineering in 1938. Mrs. Brindley, the mother, died Sep- 
tember 12, 1938. 


Dr. JOHN HUSTON, who is widely known as a practitioner special- 
izing in internal medicine and who has gained recognition for the 
excellence of his hospital work in Milwaukee, was born at Richland 
Center in Richland County, Wisconsin, September 5, 1897, and belongs 
to a family that has been represented in the state through four gen- 
erations, covering about a century. His great-grandfather in the 
Huston line settled in Richland County in the late 1840s, and there 
his son John Huston, the Doctor’s grandfather, was born and made 
his home, becoming one of the early building contractors of that sec- 
tion. He was the father of Edwin Huston, who married Helen Ray. 
Both were born in Richland Center, and through the various ancestral 
lines the mingled strains of Scotch, Irish and English blood flows 
through the veins of their children, carrying with them many of the 
substantial qualities associated with such lineage. Edwin Huston, 
like his father, became one of the early contractors of Richland 
County, always devoting his attention to building operations. He died 
in 1937, while his wife passed away in 19389. She was a daughter of 
John Ray, who was born in Wisconsin and whose father came from 
Ireland, settling in this state during the era of pioneer development 
and becoming one of the early farmers of Richland County. 

The Richland Center schools furnished Doctor Huston with his 
early educational privileges. He continued his studies in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, where he won his Master of Arts degree in 1921 and 
he qualified for his professional life in the Harvard Medical School, 
where his M.D. degree was conferred on him at his graduation in 
1923. He served as interne in the Boston City Hospital and he after- 
ward became a teacher in the medical department of the University 
of Michigan, where he remained until 1929. 

In that year Doctor Huston came to Milwaukee, where he opened 
an office and has since engaged in active practice, his office at the 
present time being at 324 Kast Wisconsin Avenue. He specializes in 
internal medicine and is regarded as an adept in this field. He has a 
logical mind that results in careful diagnosis and correct deductions, 
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and he is conversant with all the laws of health that modern scientific | 
research and investigation have brought to light. He has served on | 
the staff of Columbia Hospital and the Milwaukee Hospital, and of the » 
latter has been staff secretary. He has also been a member of the | 
State Board of Medical Examiners. He was medical editor of the 
Wisconsin Medical Journal for seven years and has been supervisor 
of the teaching staff of the University of Wisconsin. His writing and 
his professional activities have done not a little to further the interests 
of medical practice in the state and his work has proven a stimulating 
influence toward the wide spread adoption of higher professional 
standards. 

Doctor Huston is a diplomate of the American Board of Internal 
Medicine and a member of the American Board of Internal Medicine. 
He is likewise a fellow of the American Medical Association and 
belongs to the Milwaukee County Medical Society, the American Col- 
lege of Physicians, the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine and the Mil- 
waukee Internists Club. 

Doctor Huston married Faythe Brosius, a native of Columbus, 
Ohio, in which state she was reared and educated. She is a daughter 
of Frank R. Brosius, now of St. Petersburg, Florida. The Doctor 
and his wife have four sons, John and Erwin Seybold, twins, now 
seventeen years of age; Frank Edward, aged ten; and David, a youth 
of seven years. 


LESTER J. BRADSHAW, Wisconsin sales manager for the Fidelity 
& Casualty Company of New York, with office at 8324 East Wisconsin 
Avenue in Milwaukee, was born in Brooklyn, New York, January 5, 
1904, a son of Lester J. and Helen Theresa (Donovan) Bradshaw. 
The father, who was born in New York, is now living in Milwaukee, 
but the mother, who was a native of New Jersey, is now deceased. 

After acquiring his preliminary education in the public schools of 
his native city, where he was graduated from the Adelphi high school, 
Lester J. Bradshaw attended Fordham University and during his 
student days there was a member of the debating team—a forecast 
of his prominence on the speakers’ platform in later years. In 1934 
he enrolled in the Dale Carnegie Institute in Chicago and won the 
national finals in the Institute’s oratorical contest held in New York. 

For twenty-one years Mr. Bradshaw has been associated with the 
Fidelity & Casualty Company of New York, and his ability in this 
field is shown by his steady advancement in his chosen field of labor, 
while his long continuance with the corporation is inconvertible 
evidence of his ability and loyalty. He was first located in Cleveland, 
Ohio, and in 1938 was transferred to Milwaukee as state sales man- 
ager, which position he has since occupied and under his able direc- 
tion a constantly developing business has been built up. 

Outside of business hours Mr. Bradshaw largely devotes his 
attention to civic and political affairs. He is well versed on the 
vital political problems of the day and he is equally conversant with 
conditions that affect the welfare of the individual and the progress 
of the community. Nature endowed him with oratorical talent, which 
he has developed to a high degree, and he has used his talent for 
the enlightenment of the public upon many important issues. He 
is the president of the Milwaukee Speakers Forum, is professor of 
speech at Marquette University and is a director of the Town Hall 
of Milwaukee. He has made hundreds of speeches in connection 
‘with the sale of war bonds and has served as chairman of the 
speakers bureau of the treasury department in connection with the 
bond sales. He is also chairman of the speakers bureau for the 
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state defense bond and stamp sales, for scrap drives and blood dona- 
tions and for the community war chest. He served as a divisional 
vice commander of the 1941 community fund drive. As chairman 
of the Milwaukee speakers bureau, he supervises ninety-six volun- 
teers who have given more than fifteen hundred talks urging people 
to buy war bonds, and he is chairman of the radio ‘minute men,” 
who have given more than a hundred radio talks setting forth the 
real investment value of war savings. He was awarded a navy “E”’ 
button for instructing twenty-two naval petty officers in public 
speaking—an award that is seldom given to the individual worker, 
and he is chairman of the navy civilians bureau, which furnishes 
speakers for recruiting drives and also of a similar organization for 
the WAVES. The local war activities committee of the movie indus- 
try is continually calling upon him for theater talks on saving waste 
fats, donating blood, collecting scrap metal and promoting other aids 
to the war effort. He was named chairman of the speakers bureau 
of the war’ finance committee which managed the third war loan 
drive in Milwaukee County. The Milwaukee speakers bureau was 
founded by Mayor Carl F. Zeidler, now long ‘‘missing in action.” It 
is a clearing house for both civic and war activities and obviates 
the necessity of audiences having to listen to speakers chosen hap- 
hazardly at the last minute, for the call can be made to Mr. Brad- 
shaw, who knows his material and can send the right man for the 
right place. 

Three nights each week Mr. Bradshaw teaches speech and is most 
helpful in instructing his student body in the best manner of pre- 
senting their subjects. He is himself an earnest, eloquent and per- 
suasive talker, and his careful analysis and logical deductions never 
fail to impress his hearers. In addition to his teaching in the Mar- 
quette University School of Business Administration he teaches the 
speech arts in the Shorewood Opportunity School and the Dale Car- 
negie Institute of Chicago. 

His political activity began in 1928, when he was made a page 
in the Republican national convention. Twelve years later, in 1940, 
he was floor manager for the presidential nomination of Senator 
Robert A. Taft at the national convention of the party and in the 
same year he was a member of the Republican national speakers 
bureau, while in 1942 he served as chairman of the publicity and 
speakers committee of the Republican county finance committee. He 
has been one of Mayor Bohn’s principal supporters and in 1944 he 
was Wisconsin’s manager of Governor Bricker’s campaign for the 
presidential nomination. 

Mr. Bradshaw’s wife was formerly Miss Lilyan Schaefer, a native 
of Hempstead, Long Island, and a daughter of Frank and Anna 
Elizabeth Schaefer. Her father was a lawyer of Hempstead, Long 
Island. Mr. and Mrs. Bradshaw are well known in Milwaukee and 
enjoy the hospitality of many of its best homes. 


FRANCIS XAVIER RITGER, who is at the head of the state purchas- 
ing department, with which he has been associated since 1920, was 
born in Hortonville, Wisconsin, August 23, 1889, a son of Michael 
and Elizabeth (Kneisel) Ritger. The mother was born in Germany 
but the father was American born, being a son of John Ritger, who 
was a pioneer settler in the German community in the vicinity of 
Allenton, Washington County, Wisconsin. Michael Ritger was a 
wagonmaker by trade and he was also very actively interested in 
local politics and civic affairs, withholding his support from no plan 
or project for the public good and rendering valuable service to his 
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community as village president, as supervisor and as assessor. Both 
he and his wife are now deceased. Their family consisted of: Anna, 
still living at Hortonville; Anton, who died in Berkeley, California, 
after serving with the United States Army in the Philippines; John, 
of Appleton, Wisconsin; Mary, who died when fifteen years old, 
during an epidemic of diphtheria; Francis X.; Edward, who died 
during the same epidemic as his sister Mary; Raymond, of Horton- 
ville; and Edward II of Appleton. 

Francis X. Ritger was educated in the grade schools and high 
schools of Hortonville and in a business college at Appleton, Wis- 
consin, from which he was graduated. His first position was in con- 
nection with the business management of the University of Wiscon- 
sin,‘to which he was appointed in 1911, there remaining until 1917, 


| 


1 
: 


when he joined the United States Army. He was commissioned a | 
second lieutenant in the Wisconsin National Guard and went over- | 


seas with the Thirty-second Division, serving in the quartermaster’s 
department. He received the commission of first lieutenant in No- 
vember, 1918, shortly before the Armistice was signed. He was also 
with the Army of Occupation until his return to this country, after 
which he received his discharge in May, 1919. 

At the close of his military service Mr. Ritger resumed connec- 
tion with the business division of the University of Wisconsin, act- 
ing as secretary to the dean of agriculture until the fall of 1920, 
when he was appointed purchasing agent at the University of Wis- 
consin, which post he held until 1929. In that year Governor Kohler 
appointed him superintendent of public property. That same year 
the Legislature abolished the department of public property and 
organized the Bureau of Purchases and Mr. Ritger was made the 
director of purchases. 

Mr. Ritger still feels a deep interest in military affairs. He was 
a colonel in the Wisconsin National Guard but when that organiza- 
tion was called for service in the second World War he was dis- 
charged because of physical disability. He is now serving as colonel 
in the Wisconsin State Guard. He belongs to the American Legion 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and he also has membership in 
the Knights of Columbus, which indicates his connection with the 
Catholic church. é 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Ritger are communicants of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment Church. Mrs. Ritger was in her maidenhood Miss Charlotte 
Botham, daughter of George and Katherine (Glynn) Botham, her 
father a prominent business man of Madison, where she was reared. 
She is a graduate of the Madison high school, belongs to the Catholic 
Woman’s Club and is a member of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ritger were married June 7, 1928, and have one son, 
Robert, born May 26, 1934. 


BEAUFORD IVAN PIPPIN, M.D., is one of the prominent representa- 
tives of the medical profession in Wisconsin, practicing at Richland 
Center, where he owns an excellent clinic that is the last word in 
modern equipment and facilities. Not only is the Doctor well equipped 
for general practice of medicine and surgery, but he also specializes 
in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. 

Doctor Pippin was born in Crawford County, Wisconsin, Novem- 
ber 21, 1892, and comes of honorable and distinguished ancestry. He 
is a son of George and Anna (Dosch) Pippin. Through his maternal 
great-grandmother, Mrs. Anna Dosch, he traces his lineage back to 
the Roush family of Traubenberg, Bavaria, to whom a rank of 
nobility was granted by the Holy Roman Empire on December 23, 
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1539, and an additional honor was bestowed on them September 19, 
1660. The family coat of arms shows four quarters, the first and 
fourth charged with grape vines supported by a pole or prop resting 
on the ground. The second and third quarters display a knight having 
in his hand a flaming bomb. In the center of the shield is a smaller 
shield of black having an irregular band of silver. The crest is a 
knight between two black wings. Nothing is known of the family 
antedating this grant of the coat of arms, but it is evident they had 
won a place of prominence by 1539. This was during the reign of 
Charles V, the most important reign in German annals and the most 
brilliant in the sixteenth century. 

The family was established in America when John Nicholas Roush 
came from Germany in 1738, settling in Northumberland County, 
Pennsylvania, which at that time comprised all the northern part of 
the state. Like many of the early American families, the Roush 
family kept on the frontier for almost a century, making their way 
westward as civilization was introduced into new localities. The 
Shenandoah valley was just being opened for settlement when John 
Roush found his way to the region and soon after the Revolutionary 
War they crossed the mountains into the Ohio valley. 

George Roush, son of John, was born in October, 1755, and died 
August 23, 1839, at Mifflinburg, Pennsylvania. He was a private in 
Captain Weaver’s company of militia in the Revolutionary War. His 
son, George Roush Jr., was born about 1776 and in 1798 married 
Mary Mick. Their daughter, Anna Roush, was born at Mifflinburg, 
Pennsylvania, March 19, 1824, and on October 17, 1841, became the 
wife of Jacob Dritt Dosch. They removed from the Keystone State 
to Wisconsin in 1850 and she died at Richland Center, June 26, 1906, 
- both she and her husband being buried in the cemetery here. They 
were the parents of John Christopher Dosch, who was born in 
Pennsylvania, August 12, 1842. He married Sarah Finnel. She died 
in Crawford County, Wisconsin, August 21, 1902. 

Anna Dosch, daughter of John Christopher and Sarah (Finnel) 
Dosch, was born in Richwood township, Richland County, Wisconsin, 
June 18, 1864, and on the 10th of May, 1885, became the wife of 
George Pippin. For many years George Pippin has been a successful 
farmer and is still active, spending his summers on his farm in Craw- 
ford County, Wisconsin, and his winters at his fruit ranch on the Rio 
Grande. He was born in Richland County, Wisconsin, and has always 
been a substantial citizen, interested in every project for the public 
good, but he never held nor sought public office. 

Dr. Beauford I. Pippin, the second child born to his parents, 
completed the work of the grades and the high school at Richland 
Center and then entered Marquette University, where he won the 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1912 and gained his professional degree 
in 1914. He spent a year as interne in St. Joseph’s Hospital in st. 
Paul, Minnesota, after which he opened an office in Excelsior, Wis- 
consin, where he practiced until 1917. When the United States en- 
tered the first World War he became a member of the Medical Corps, 
with the rank of first lieutenant, and was stationed for eight months 
at Amenty, France. He was advanced to the rank of captain after 
his return to this country and for a time after the Armistice remained 
in the Reserves with that title. 

After receiving his military discharge Doctor Pippin resumed 
practice in Excelsior until 1922, when he enrolled in the Chicago 
College and took a course in eye, ear, nose and throat treatment. 
‘He returned to Richland Center to practice and from the beginning 
has met with exceptional success. He established his present clinic 
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in 1934, purchasing the lovely old Krousekop home and making the 
necessary changes to carry on his work. There are fifteen rooms, 
equipped with the most modern devices known today. Although 
Doctor Pippin is the sole owner of the clinic he has associated with 
him three physicians and two technicians. He does the surgery in 
the clinic and is adept in that line, possessing the calm nerve and the 
steady hand so requisite in this department. He has his own radium 
and in every way the work of the clinic measures up to the highest 
standard of proficiency and of methods. He is president of the hospital 
of Richland Center and he has membership in the Richland County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State and the American Medical As- 
sociation. For six years he served as one of the councillors of the 
State Medical Society. He is an associate civil aeronautics authority 
and he was the first medical aviator in the state, having flown his own 
plane for years and using it extensively in his work. 

In 1943 the Doctor purchased the 450-acre Rockbridge farm, 
four miles north of Richland Center, which was owned in part by his 
great-grandfather, Jacob Dosch, seventy-five years ago. Pure bred 
cattle and horses are the specialties there. Plans are completed 
whereby the permanent home will be built on a high knoll overlooking 
these acres. 

The Doctor is a member of the State Appeal Board and is also 
a director of the Chamber of Commerce. In Masonry he has taken 
the high degrees, as indicated in his connection with the Shrine, and 
he also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. He 
finds his recreation largely in flying and has long been actively 
interested in aviation. He deserves much credit for what he has ac- 
complished, for he has advanced far toward professional distinction 
and success so that his record is an inseparable part of the record 
of the medical fraternity in Wisconsin. 


RICHARD PHILIP HERZFELD, as president of the Milwaukee Bos- 
ton Store, Inc., occupies a position in the vanguard of the city’s mer- 
cantile men. It is true that he entered upon a business already es- 
tablished but for twenty-three years he has been associated with its 
conduct and has introduced various policies which indicate his initia- 
tive and foresight. He was born in Milwaukee, in 1898, a son of 
Carl and Helena (Phillipson) Herzfeld, both of whom were natives 
of Germany and are now deceased. The mother, who died in January, 
1922, came to Milwaukee when her father, Philip Phillipson, brought 
his family to this state. 

The father, Carl Herzfeld, was born in Bielefeld, Westphalia, 
Germany, in 1866, a son of Philip and Emma Herzfeld. He attended 
“ovmnasium” in his native land and came to the United States when 
a youth of seventeen years. He arrived in Milwaukee in 1889 and 
secured employment in the store of Hd Schuster & Company, there 
remaining for fourteen years. In January, 1902, he decided to enter 
business on his own account and became one of the organizers of 
the Herzfeld-Phillipson Company, in which he was associated with 
Richard Phillipson, renting space for a few departments in the Bos- 
ton Store, which had been established in 1900, at that time occupy- 
ing a site one hundred and fifty by one hundred and sixty-two feet. 
In 1906 the Herzfeld-Phillipson Company took over the entire store, 
which was reorganized with Nat Stone as president; Carl Herzfeld, 
vice president and general manager ; Richard Phillipson, as secre- 
tary; and A. L. Stone as treasurer. Originally J. Stone was also 
a member of the company, but at an early date the active manage- 
ment of the business was assumed by Nat Stone, Mr. Herzfeld and 


: : : it Sf! 
, I Ti 
- 2 : 
i 
7 
Lae | 
H ) 
mt] 
: : é 
. 
: 
: : ibe 
: : 
tr) . 
‘ 
i ; M 
' 7 
é : : 
5 
; - 
- *% 
: 
Lali 
: — 
fi 
' | 1 
; : aks Pl 
mT 
: 
: } 
i : 
iif 
’ 
; 
,f 
: : 
; { 
r 
' t 
J 
‘ : ‘? 
4 
.~ > 
: ) 
i 
ris’ 
. : 
Y : 
| 
: Fi : i@ - y3 t Ride 
; ¥" et : ; Z 1fe7g “ 
} Sing 7 
; Jats ib et : rit r PORE AGL 
7 ’ off : 
. Ai ‘7 
j wotliids "6 
‘ 7 : ym 
ee | 
; : - 
, ( : 
. ° q , 
, ’ 7 F 
i Vil 
; : : f 
ri >5i as Pdral ‘tf , id! {vy 


isi mM lLetaued mbhieqiq goi 
vt } j : > 7 Ie 
BOT b> NIOlG "a A Dia . VIs) % 
ws) Hy 15 Ie Jud »Viiatiros ont to 1oc reper 8 
; lL pon 28 458 BeSaiulG sit to iS 7 


ET SEIN NONE SRE ac i 


nnn ee er ger oe aren 


BIOGRAPHY 511 


Mr. Phillipson. From the beginning of his connection with mercan- 
tile interests here Carl Herzfeld had high rating as a business man 
and he was largely instrumental in the growth and development of 
the business, which from time to time demanded enlarged quarters 
until the store occupied almost the entire block on which the busi- 
ness was started. Mr. Herzfeld studied the trade, took cognizance 
of the wishes of his patrons and sought to advance the business upon 
methods that were inculcated in their slogan, “Fair, square and lib- 
eral.” This policy has always been maintained and honesty has been 
the broad foundation upon which the business has been built. Carl 
Herzfeld continued as general manager to the time of his death in 
May, 1930, and no man enjoyed to a higher degree the respect and 
confidence of his contemporaries in the trade circles of Milwaukee. 
A commendable ambition had carried him steadily forward but 
combined with this at all times was a recognition of what he owed 
to his patrons in the way of adequate service and honorable dealing. 

On. the 14th of July, 1895, Carl Herzfeld married Helena Phil- 

lipson, and they became parents of two sons, of whom John Martin 
has now retired from active business as a member of the Milwaukee 
Boston Store, Inc., while the younger son, Richard P., is now the 
president of the company. The father was a member of the Ma- 
sonic lodge and also belonged to the Milwaukee Athletic, Wisconsin 
City and Chenequa Country clubs. He served as a director of the 
Association of Commerce and for six years was a director of the 
National Retail Dry Goods Association. He was instrumental in 
developing Milwaukee’s interest in air transportation through his 
work as chairman of the Association of Commerce Air Service Com- 
mittee. He was instrumental in placing traffic policemen on the city 
streets and in advancing many projects for the public good. He 
was appointed a state merchant representative for the food admin- 
istration. He was the author of a book which he called “Code of 
Truth in Advertising,’ founded on his practical experience and 
which has had a wide circulation not only in this country but in 
other parts of the world as well. 

Richard P. Herzfeld, who now heads the company of which his 
father was one of the founders, attended the German-English Acad- 
emy, now the Milwaukee University School, and at one time was a 
student in the Culver Military Academy. Later he entered the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and there became a charter member of Lambda 
chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon. In 1920 the university conferred on 
him the Bachelor of Arts degree, and in the same year he became 
active in the store of which his father was then vice president and 
general manager. With every phase of the business he became fa- 
miliar, working in the stockroom, the office and the advertising de- 
partment, after which he became notions buyer and merchandise 
manager. The thoroughness with which he mastered the business in 
principle and detail well qualified him for the duties and responsibili- 
ties which devolved on him when in January, 1940, he was elected 
president of the Boston Store, Inc. 

After America entered the first World War his brother, Martin, 
joined the army, while Richard P. Herzfeld entered the Reserve Of- 
ficers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan, but was under nineteen 
years of age, so that he was sent back to the University of Wiscon- 
sin, where he joined the navy. He previously had experience in sail- 
ing his own boats, and it was that which attracted him to the navy. 
He is a member of the Milwaukee Yacht Club, of which he has 
served aS commodore, and he was the owner of a fine schooner, the 
Volante. He also belongs to the University Club, the Wisconsin 
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Club, the Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Chenequa Country Club. 
His civic spirit has been manifest in many tangible ways but none 
more so than when in 1942 the newly organized Milwaukee Sym- 
phony Orchestra gave a concert at the Auditorium as the Boston 
Store’s Yuletide gift to the city, a delightful treat to music lovers 
and the first entertainment of the kind to be given in Milwaukee. He 
was one of the founders of the’ Downtown Association of Milwaukee 
and served as its first president. 

In 1922 Mr. Herzfeld married Ethel Davis, a daughter of Oscar 
F. and Emma (Batian) Davis, her mother still a resident of Mil- 
waukee. Her father, who was president of the Davis Brothers Com- 
pany, proprietors of lead and boiler works, died many years ago. 
Mrs. Herzfeld, who attended the Milwaukee Downer Seminary, was 
graduated from Wellesley College in 1920. Mr. and Mrs. Herzfeld 
have one daughter, Carol, also a graduate of Milwaukee Downer 
Seminary and now a student in Connecticut College. The family 
residence is a beautiful home at 3541 North Lake Drive, and they 
also have a summer home at Pine Lake, Waukesha County, Wiscon- 
sin. ; 


GLEN VIVIAN RorkK is now president of the Northern States Pow- 
er Company, with offices in Eau Claire. He was born December 26, 
1887, in Reedsburg, Wisconsin, a son of Willard Wilcox and Mary 
(Bishop) Rork. The Rork family was founded in this state early 
in 1840, when John Henry Rork came to Burlington, where he built 
a flour mill and some time later built a dam there. In 1844 or 1846 
he came to Reedsburg. The first church services in the vicinity were 
held in the cabin homes of the Rork or Bishop families and the 
Reedsburg Old Settlers Association was also formed at their resi- 
dences. In addition to his work at Reedsburg, John H. Rork built 
dams across Wisconsin streams for milling purposes and also to 
control the flow of the water for other uses, so that the family 
name was associated with public utilities in Wisconsin long before 
the time of Glen V. Rork. 

After completing a course of study in the Reedsburg high school, 
Glen V. Rork continued his education in Ripon College, Ripon, Wis- 
consin, and later entered the employ of the Northwestern Improve- 
ment Company in the coal mines at Red Lodge, Montana. He served 
as electrician, foreman and electrical superintendent in the mines 
there for several years and was adding to his store of knowledge and 
experience on which has been based his later success. Returning to 
Wisconsin, he purchased a farm and also became superintendent of 
the municipal electric plant at Greenwood. Each change in his 
business connection has marked a forward step, bringing him a 
broader outlook and wider opportunities. He became district man- 
ager of the Wisconsin-Minnesota Light & Power Company and en- 
tered into association with the Northern States Power Company in 
the official capacity of vice president and general manager, thus con- 
tinuing until he was elected to the presidency. He is now serving as 
the company’s chief administrative director, and his comprehensive 
knowledge of the various phases of the business well enables him to 
direct the important. interests under his care. Into other business 
fields he has likewise extended his efforts and his cooperation is 
always regarded as a valuable asset in successful control. At the 
present writing he is a director of the Union National Bank of Kau 
Claire, is a director and president of the Chippewa Flambeau Im- 
provement Company and is connected in the same manner with the 
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Eau Claire-Dells Improvement Company. He is a man of sound 
business judgment and keen perception and his intelligently directed 
efforts are bringing gratifying and substantial returns. 

On the 26th of September, 1911, in Reedsburg, Mr. Rork mar- 
ried Eleanor Weidman, a daughter of Henry A. and Lena (Pierce) 
Weidman, who were representatives of old families of Sauk and 
Columbia counties, connected with the development of that section 
of the state from the days when it was a frontier district. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rork have two sons and a daughter: Whitman H., who mar- 
ried Janet Peterson; Lieutenant Allen W., who married Lorraine 
Wright Henderson; and Kathryn, who is the wife of Lyman Elliott. 

Mr. Rork’s military experience came to him as a member of the 
Wisconsin National Guard. He has always been a Republican in his 
political views, although never an office seeker. Fraternally he is a 
Mason who has taken the higher degrees of the order and has been 
commander-in-chief of Eau Claire Consistory. He has membership 
in the First Congregational Church and he belongs to the Eau 
Claire Golf and Country Club, which indicates the nature of his 
recreational interests. He is also connected with the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks and with the Kiwanis Club and he has 
been governor of the Wisconsin and Upper Michigan district of the 
Kiwanis. His interests are thus broad and varied, making his a well 
rounded development. 


JOHN W. ROACH, chief of the beverage tax commission of Wiscon- 
sin, is making a notable record for the efficiency and economy with 
which he is administering the affairs of his office, having succeeded 
in reducing cost expenses to the lowest point in the history of the 
department. His loyalty to duty has ever been above question not 
only since he became connected with the beverage tax department but 
also in the various other public and semi-public offices which he 
has filled. 

Born in Edgar, Wisconsin, July 7, 1902, John W. Roach is a son 
of John and Elizabeth (Wiley) Roach and a grandson of Edward and 
Bridget Roach, who came from Ireland, their native land, and, making 
their way westward, settled in Calumet County, Wisconsin, where he 
followed the occupation of farming. Their son John became a lumber- 
man, engaging in that business until his death in 1934. He is still 
survived by his wife, who is now a resident of Appleton, Wisconsin. 

After pursuing his early education in the grade schools of Edgar, 
Wisconsin, John W. Roach continued his studies in St. Mary’s 
parochial school at Appleton, where he also spent three years as a 
high school student. He likewise took a course in St. Norbert’s Busi- 
ness School and then spent a year as a logger in the north Wisconsin 
woods. He then devoted a year to study in Notre Dame. University. 
He first entered that school in 1922 and was there graduated in 1927. 
In his youthful days he was eager to make money and while still in 
grade school he developed a paper route, which he managed for five 
years. He also spent his summers in some form of productive work 
and during several summer seasons he was employed on road con- 
_struction, being thus engaged during the last two years of his high 
school course. He became assistant superintendent of road construc- 
tion in Pennsylvania, where he was thus employed for several years, 
and after finishing his studies at Notre Dame he was appointed 
deputy sheriff of St. Joseph County, Indiana, where he remained for 
a year and a half. He had always been deeply interested in athletics 
and while in school at Appleton he was halfback on the All-Star Foot- 
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ball League and was also a member of the basketball team. While at 
Notre Dame he played football under the famous Rockne and took 
part in the game which they played in the Rose Bowl at Pasadena, 
California. 

When Mr. Roach left Indiana to return to Wisconsin he opened a 
sporting goods store in Appleton, carrying on the business for two 
years, after which he closed out the enterprise to enter the Bank of 
Appleton as appraiser of property and adjuster of mortgages and 
loans. This was in 1933, during the turbulent bank period when 
financial institutions were having many difficulties, and Mr. Roach 
served in that capacity for a year and a half. He entered public life 
in 1934, being the first man appointed state government inspector 
of thé new beverage tax division for beer. He was given the 
office of chief inspector of all field operations for the enforcement of 


the beer laws, as well as all liquor laws, and while acting in that | 


capacity he arrested and convicted three thousand violators. In 
January; 1937, because of political reasons, he left that position to 
work for the federal treasury department in Washington, D. C., but 
after a-time, desiring to return to Wisconsin, his home state, he took 
and passed the civil service examination and was appointed on 
March 22, 1939, to his present position as chief of the Beverage Tax 
Commission, which is a part of the state treasurer’s department. 
He has succeeded in reducing operating costs to an all-time national 
low of 2.7 cents for each dollar of taxes collected and administered, 
this being the lowest operating cost for any similar state department 
in the country. Mr. Roach’s report shows $9,327,702 collected during 
the fiscal year of 1939-40 as taxes on liquor, wine, beer and cigarettes, 
whereas the total expense of administering the activities was 
$247,005. Broad and varied business experience, combined with 
marked devotion to high ideals of government service, have gained 
for Mr. Roach a most creditable reputation in office and his service 
has been of great benefit to the state. 

In March, 1927, Mr. Roach married Margaret Ellen McCann, of 
Appleton, and they now have three children: John James, born in 
1930; Patrick Martin, born in 1931; and Ellen Maureen, born in 1938. 
Mr. Roach is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, and a fourth degree member of the Knights of Columbus. He 
and his family are all members of the Blessed Sacrament Catholic 
Church. 


MARTIN GERHARD PEETERS, assistant manager of the Wadhams 
Oil Company division of the Socony Vacuum Oil Company in Mil- 
waukee, was born at Little Chute, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, in 
1895, a son of George H. and Anna (Wittmann) Peeters, both of 
whom are now deceased. The father, who was born in Holland, 
was the son of Martin Peeters, a shoe cobbler who learned the trade 
of making boots and shoes in Holland and continued in that line of 
work after coming to America. He died in Little Chute in 1913. His 
son, George H. Peeters, crossed the Atlantic in 1879 and made his 
way directly to Little Chute, where he afterward resided, serving 
for many years as cashier of the Bank of Little Chute. He died there 
April 29, 1911, and his wife passed away in 1936. She was born at 
Darboy, Calumet County, Wisconsin, and was a daughter of Joseph 
Wittmann, who came from Germany about 1860 and died in Darboy 
when seventy-one years of age. 

Martin Gerhard Peeters was the fifth in a family of thirteen 
children, of whom eleven are yet living. He obtained a grade and 
high school education in Little Chute and made his initial step in 


ce a A a EN nc RU Re A 


oe 


oF Pe Re 


= erat k's» ey UES? oe, 5 
— i > ' 7 " hint ceed » 4 ate ree | 
ty Ryo Ce Ce 


a 
| 


a ; ie bes =iy iP 7 74 ieee 
| Ve RRC EW EE 
Sw oliW vast Hedtolaad ait tasodmore « omfe saw ben abgesd Met 
toot hae otto eebries! oH) «shiv Hadtac? boyshy of oie 94 o 
ansbaks'! in bwotl seo ani ai hogela or? dolidw omey spat aq 
BIMtIOTNS 
& forsgn of cienoolW of orintet od ocaibal Hol doaosl 4M wad ant 
ow) vat wasaiad of Ho “divreds leetotay A at stade ehoog fOr 
lo Hae odd aatds ab sdb sian ‘oct dro boeols-e Attlee 193i 
bak #syeyiies Jo dalenihe hip vhouorg lo “setsiqds BR tols 
note boreq Baad Prahidwwy 4d} anitoh “EROL ne eaw 2idT e0kok 
nono .oM fie esiigottih vane waived oraw 2ivolseditaul Istoneni® 
sl stldeay betaine off Trad a Has T4204 fT! Wisadse Jar) ni i tee 
TOME. Tater atte bea top ton yes enn tata ont gnied b8Cr y 
nt OVC <A BET “weet sot noi vat saaigved want bay Fo" 
io dromosntteedd vol anaiiatoqgn btokt He to ‘roJosqeni Teido to some 
isd ai getionw atid bed ovweal soil Ta aa flow es jewel Yods 
at «mnbalety, fraenidd astilt hadoiviios bee beteorrmg od Bty 
os Hote jaa Pat od jesoeso: lesihilog Yo onakeed EOL \wrsod 
Sud OO . natetiodeeW at inoareagoh yiwesont letbot 63 vol Atow | 
toot od ateta aod atl iandaaiW ag ayeter od eahiteh omits wite’ - 
fo hotwiaggn ssw bite noituninexs soivioe livis od seq be 
eet sypisrest of} ta tndety os hoilinoy tasee xe eit oF LECT s&s . 
Joma eermregst otete sith to 4 ey 8 al doitw sneleetnrny 
issertaw antii-He ia. pt died mete ace yniowbe ag hehsesosua ean 6H” 
bviotainimbs base boiesifos epeet t) «alloh dose tot aiass TES Yo wol 
evans otoh2 tullmie van wt feos vniewgo Jeowol aff gated gids 
chwh hetuslinn SOT Tke® ovoriad Lofyet eno AM oeinnead ott abe - 2 
éagiotagio but youll oat “aun so vsxnd ke Ob-RROT to 199, Lesalt orft” 
ew enhivilss off vaivatinioda te ndores | fot orlt eRotediwi 
Miw bocidemm somsMenie s<eantaud beittay fret heotk BOO PRER 
BAtiNy ove. cadivaae tirenrtitqviy to aashi yld of dotoveh hesvane . 
aoiyetse el bre aattie 1 Hoiniepo sidatibors trom a donot af wte 
dale on! of Jdoned Jeong to seed bad’ 
le ye oM alt temyoysiv heoition tase «iM Veer deal rel ; 
MN) dod .2aeeh atol + noy! iS onrveld “vad worn vend bats -nojel a 
Rh 01 dee (ee p WE seotl farce SE wi pevod NitieM AsitteT .e8er > aunt 
to “bh svi? Aus oa Hovoretl oll to todengey “a tt doaok WM. a 
Fem sits tits ie me it MAXUCA «Ad Yo. endreern so neh diane? gohip a7 aoe , 
Kona Ioimiane seed oft bo ersten lis wie vices? wid bas 
| Mord 
“vies Wt ely fo “wyeneem Sonstige anutagd UAAnSaO wITAAM! © 
GMAT isan LO panne y Viton sdf lo molatvib UEKI : Dy 
A slenoscalr WY. Sino) NiGaEsIV sioAd ohttil de tod env eotvaw ‘ee 
Yo J “toto TirawmndOy oatdt baa syI090) to nod # OQBES RS os 
xO ai tod sue aby 4edted oi? hossoooh wor os monw Pay 
‘dhe ot Lome sow ldatos wile & vetstood witiaM tones edtigwy Welt 
\tu omttdesdt wit baunitans bee bialiolt ai ssoda baw asond yiblemt to ae. 
WH .SICl wi ate) wit i bath oti soot A of yetlinon ‘ita Asow ) 77) 
“an obama bag OVBI ai CHunTA sll hoeeods #13i9e9 1 syi09g) fon” 
ahs .bebinet bagwaatie oh sat sande). Ait Of yeah yaw s 
e19n? bet) 6H cota") oft Ww dusk oft to ~sidegs BR. KIBoY YotRet HOY) 
16 ied enwade EOE) yews Froese iw ahd feet Lf LS linga 
Hepweol to -podeahs ot eave Mim Maange: WY SOnueD dened tod A cia 
vodindl wi bai bie OGRE Juads ‘eres mort Gmas odw cians 
2a Jo ey eMOAynever abityy 
seer jo yl? o mi With ott eyw erodend “stl peed, 
bps oberg n hesiatde oh gaivil inv sie mevelo tnodw ‘to seghtitio® 
hi qude leitinl eid obeia hie stud’) oftit ut aeitsoubo loodos  dgid 


a 


rad > ; a, 
en 


de 


eg Amin are 


3 


Ns 


+ 


} 


| 
i 
i 


BIOGRAPHY 515 


| business by securing a clerkship in a clothing store in Appleton, but 
after a brief period there he enlisted in the army to go to the Mexi- 
‘ean border with the Second Wisconsin Infantry in 1916. The fol- 
| lowing year he went to France with the Forty-second or “Rainbow” 
| Division, which participated in nine major engagements and saw 
/ much action and suffered many hardships. 

When Mr. Peeters was mustered out of service in 1919 he became 
' associated with the Wadhams Oil Company of Milwaukee and has 
/ now been connected with the business through twenty-four years, 
/ serving in various capacities. He was clerk and then manager of 
| the Appleton branch for a time and later was made sales manager for 
| Wisconsin and vice president of the company, his work then taking 
‘him all over the state. In 1931, when the Wadhams Company 
merged with the Socony Vacuum Oil Company, he was made assist- 
/ ant general manager of the Wadhams division and still retains this 
| position. 

Always ‘interested in the public welfare, Mr. Peeters has ever 
supported those plans and measures which look to further benefit 
and progress in city and state, and in June and July, 1942, he was 
state chairman of the Government’s scrap rubber campaign. He 
belongs to the Alonzo Cudworth Post No. 23 of the American Legion, 
to the American Petroleum Institute and has membership in the 

_ Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Blue Mound Country Club. 

Mr. Peeters married Elizabeth Lamers, a native of Little Chute 
and a daughter of John and Minnie (Gerrits) Lamers, both of whom 
were born in Little Chute, where the father became proprietor of the 
Hotel Lamers, which he conducted for a number of years. Both he 
and his wife are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Peeters have one 
daughter, Elizabeth Ann, who is attending St. Robert’s school. They 
reside at 4452 North Farwell Avenue, village of Shorewood. 


THOMAS WAKEFIELD MEIKLEJOHN, who was a pioneer in connec- 
tion with the automobile industry and also in connection with the sale 
of tractors, is now president of T. W. Meiklejohn, Inc., one of the larg- 
est distributors of tractors in the entire country, the business being lo- 
cated at Fond du Lac. While his business activities have taken him to 
various parts of the country and for some time he sojourned west of 
the Mississippi, he has spent a considerable part of his life in Fond du 
Lac County, Wisconsin, where he was born, in the town of Empire, 
May 19, 1887. His parents, Charles F. and Julia (Wakefield) Meikle- 
john, were also natives of Fond du Lac County, and representatives of 
old pioneer families of this section of the state. The Meiklejohn fam- 
ily is of Scotch origin, the great-grandfather of Thomas W. having 
peen Andrew Meiklejohn, who was born in Scotland. The grandfather, 
John Meiklejohn, removed from New York to Wisconsin in 1846, and 
became one of the early residents of Empire, since which time repre- 
sentatives of the name have taken active and helpful part in the up- 
building of Fond du Lac County. Charles F. Meiklejohn took up the 
occupation of farming and later he engaged in the livery and sales 
stable business in the city of Fond du Lac. He married Julia Wake- 
field, who died when their son Thomas W. was but nine years of age. 

In his early youth Thomas W. Meiklejohn attended the grade 
schools of Fond du Lac and at the age of twelve years he left home, 
after which he worked on ranches in Montana and Wyoming. He also 
spent some time in old Mexico and then went to California, where he 
began to learn the machinist’s trade by working in a garage. He after- 
ward took the civil service examination and became a member of the 
fire department at Long Beach, California, as driver of their first auto 
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fire truck. This was in 1908. He was also driver of the Ford Model N 
car that won the endurance race between Los Angeles and Phoenix, 


Arizona, and subsequently he went to Detroit, where he began to learn | 


automobile manufacturing with the Ford Motor Car Company. Later 
he was sent by the Ford Company to Fond du Lac as a specialist to 
service a car owned by Dr. F. 8S. Wiley and while at home he organized 


| 


the Service Motor Company, which became the Ford agency. The be- | 
ginning was small, for at the start he had but one car to sell, but grad- | 
ually he built up a business of substantial and satisfactory proportions | 


and remained as president of the Service Motor Company until 1937. 

In 1917 Henry Ford called him to Detroit, where he worked for 
Henry Ford and Son. They were at that time producing 5,000 small 
tractors for Great Britain to help their food production in World War 
I. At the finish of this program for Great Britain, Mr. Meiklejohn was 
selected as the first distributor in the United States to introduce the 
Ford tractor to the entire state of Wisconsin and upper Michigan. 
This is the beginning of a program that has been under his supervision 
since that time. 

Again, in June, 1989, Henry Ford selected Mr. Meiklejohn to intro- 
duce his latest model tractor brought to the United States by Harry 
Ferguson from Ireland, and he was again the first distributor to re- 
ceive a quantity of tractors, which he distributed through practically 
the same dealers throughout Wisconsin and upper Michigan. He still 
has the state-wide organization, handling tractors and farm machin- 
ery. 

As a result of this work over a period of years there has been a 
total of approximately 20,000 tractors with the accompanying farm 
implements distributed through his organization, and he well earned 
the reputation of being the largest dealer of his kind in Wisconsin. 

Mr. Meiklejohn was also deeply interested in the progress of aerial 
transportation and organized and was president of Air Services, which 
built the Fond du Lac airport and was the prime mover in the business 


in the Fox River valley, doing much to advance aviation in Wisconsin. — 


He was likewise very enthusiastic in his support of progressive civic 
measures, and his enterprise, determination and resourcefulness have 
carried him far beyond the ranks of the many until he stands among 
the notable few. Mr. Meiklejohn organized the war loan drive in Fond 
du Lac and Fond du Lac County in 1941 and served as chairman in all 
the drives. Starting out for himself at the early age of twelve years, he 
has worked his way upward step by step and his life record proves the 
value of industry and reliability. Such a course should serve as an in- 
spiration to others. 

On the 28th of June, 1915, Mr. Meiklejohn wedded Miss Ella Mar- 
kow in Cleveland, Ohio, and they became parents of three daughters 
and a son: Grace, born April 9, 1917, now the wife of Captain Charles 
Osterman, of the United States Army; Jane, born April 6, 1919; 
Thomas Warren, born December 6, 1924, who is associated with his 
father in the tractor business; and Julia Mae, born May 4, 1928. The 
family have one of the hospitable homes of Fond du Lac, where their 
many friends delight to congregate. 


CLIFFORD G. MATHYS, a member of the well known law firm of 
Rieser & Mathys of Madison, in which connection he has practiced 
since 1940, was born in Arcadia, Wisconsin, October 2, 1893, a son 
of George and Mary (Luetscher) Mathys, also natives of this state, 
and a grandson of Christ Mathys, who was born in Switzerland, 
whence he came to the United States in 1850, settling in Wisconsin, 
where he engaged in the profession of teaching school. The grand- 
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parents of Clifford G. Mathys on the maternal side were also of 
Swiss birth and came to the new world about the same time as the 
Mathys family. They too cast in their lot with the pioneer residents 
of Wisconsin. George Mathys was reared and educated in this state, 
and like his father became a school teacher. He likewise served as 
village clerk and was active in the affairs of the communities in 
which he lived. His death occurred in 1916. He had two sons, Clar- 
ence, of Bismarck, North Dakota, and Clifford. 

Clifford G. Mathys was educated in the schools of Arcadia, Wis- 
consin, and North Central College of Naperville, Illinois, and then 
in preparation for the practice of law he enrolled at the University 
of Wisconsin, which conferred on him the Bachelor of Laws degree 
at hig graduation with the class of 1923. In the meantime he had 
been connected with the armed forces of the country, having enlisted 
in April, 1917, as a member of the infantry. He was sent to the 
First Officers Training Camp and later he was stationed at Camp 
Custer, ‘Michigan, and at Camp Lee, Virginia. He received a com- 
mission as first lieutenant but did not have the opportunity to go 
overseas. After his return to civilian life Mr. Mathys pursued his 
law studies and following his admission to the bar in 1923 joined 
the Olin-Butler law firm of Madison, with which he was associated 
for many years. In July, 1940, he entered into partnership with 
Robert M. Rieser, forming the present firm of Rieser & Mathys, with 
offices at 1 West Main Street in the capital city. They have a large 
clientele and are connected with much important litigation. Mr. 
Mathys handles all cases with skill and ability, possessing a broad 
knowledge of legal principles and precedents, and he is most accu- 
rate in applying this knowledge to the points at issue. Mr. Mathys 
is a member of the Dane County Bar Association, of which he 
served as president, the State Bar Association, American Bar Asso- 
ciation, American Legion and the Madison Club. His fraternities 
are Delta Chi and Phi Delta Phi, and he likewise belongs to the 
Gyro Club. 

In 1929 Mr. Mathys was married to Miss Ruth Shirley, daughter 
of George Shirley, of Chicago, and they have one daughter, Barbara 
Ann, now in school. The family residence is in Madison, where Mr. 
Mathys has made his home for twenty-five years. 


Jupce ALLEN D. Younc for a full quarter century has filled a_ 
position of service and distinction in Waukesha County. Born in 
Baldwinsville, New York, December 8, 1881, he completed his high 
school studies there and in 1904 graduated from Syracuse University 
and that same year was admitted to the bar. He first practiced law 
in his home town, later in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and in 1920 moved 
to Waukesha, Wisconsin, where he served as district attorney of 
Waukesha County from 1920 to 1924 and later was court commissioner 
and a member of the county board. On February 11, 1941, he was 
appointed by Governor Heil county judge of Waukesha County, a 
court of civil and probate jurisdiction, and rendered such able service 
that in 1943 he was elected without opposition for a full term of six 
years, commencing January 1, 1944. Besides his duties as county 
judge he presides over the Juvenile Court and administers the 
pension department. 

Judge Young is a son of John M. and Lois (Ingalls) Young, and 
had one brother, Frank Young. Andrew Young, paternal grandfather 
of Judge Young, came from Scotland to the United States in the early 
part of the nineteenth century. He married Mary Dimmick. The 
Judge’s maternal grandfather, Ezek Ingalls, a practicing physician 
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of Fly Creek, New York, married Mercy Allan. Ezek Ingalls was a 
descendant of Edmund Ingalls, who founded the city of Lynn, 
Massachusetts, in 1628. 

In Sheboygan, Wisconsin, October 10, 1910, Judge Young married 
Bertha Dean, a daughter of Charles A. and Emma (Ruhmer) Dean. 
Mr. Dean was born in Sheboygan Falls and at one time was a law 
partner of Judge Young. Mrs. Young was one of five children. She 
attended the State Teachers College in Milwaukee and taught school 
prior to her marriage. Judge and Mrs. Young are parents of two 
children: John Dean, born March 25, 1914, and Charles Allen, born 
May 26, 1916. Both sons were graduated from Carroll College in 
Waukesha and are members of the Masonic fraternity. John is 
serving with the field artillery under General Hodges in Germany, 
and Charles is with the air corps. Charles married Alice Netlaf 
in 1942. 

Judge Young has been very active in Republican politics, having 
served as’ county chairman and also as a member of the State Re- 
publican Committee. He is a member of the Presbyterian church, 
is a past master of his Masonic lodge, a past high priest of the 
chapter and a past commander of the commandery. He is also a 
member of the Elks lodge and a Kiwanian. Mrs. Young is a member 
of the Eastern Star, the D. A. R., the Woman’s Club, and for a 
number of years she has been secretary of the Waukesha Council 
of Child Welfare. 


FRANK J. LENICHECK, who long ranked as a leading representa- 
tive of the Milwaukee bar and was recognized as a man of high ideals 
in matters of citizenship, was born in a village near Prague, Bohemia, 
May 25, 1863, a son of Frank and Anna (Slaby) Lenicheck, who 
brought their family to the new world when their son Frank was but 
four years of age, landing at Baltimore, Maryland, in the spring of 
1867, and then making their way direct from the Atlantic coast to 
Milwaukee. 

In the public schools of the Ninth and Tenth wards of Milwaukee, 
Frank J. Lenicheck pursued his studies until 1877, and at the age of 
fourteen years he entered the law office of Samuel Howard, there 
remaining until he reached his twentieth year, when he took charge of 
Mr. Howard’s abstract business, which was conducted under the name 
of the Milwaukee Abstract Association. He also continued his law 
studies under the preceptorship of Mr. Howard until admitted to the 
bar in July, 1887, and in May, 1888, he became a partner of his former 
preceptor as a member of the firm of Howard, Lenicheck & Schmitt, 
Mr. Lenicheck having charge of the real estate and probate work of 
the firm. That relationship was continued until 1889, when the part- 
nership was dissolved and Mr. Lenicheck began practicing independ- 
ently, opening an office on Grand Avenue and Second Street in 1890. 
Two years later he organized the County Abstract Association, which 
continued in business under that name for ten years and in May, 1902, 
was merged with the Milwaukee Title Company. Mr. Lenicheck 
remained an active member of the bar until his death, giving his 
attention largely to probate and real estate law, and few men have 
been better informed concerning legal procedure along those lines 
than was Frank J. Lenicheck. In 1895 he and his brother, Emil Leni- 
check, formed a partnership under the firm name of Lenicheck & 
Lenicheck, which continued until 1899. In 1901 he was joined by 
Edward T. Fairchild and Frank T. Boesel under the style of Leni- 
check, Fairchild & Boesel, with offices in the Empire building and 
later in the Caswell building of Milwaukee. That partnership was 
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maintained until 1917, when Mr. Fairchild was appointed circuit 
judge and later was made a member of the Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

It was then that a new firm was organized under the title of 
Lenicheck, Boesel & Wickhem, the junior partner being John D. 
Wickhem, this relationship continuing until Mr. Wickhem was ap- 
pointed to the Supreme Court, when the firm became Lenicheck, 
Boesel & Lenicheck, the third member being Arthur KE. Lenicheck, 
son of Frank J. Lenicheck. This firm maintained an uninterrupted 
existence until the senior partner passed from this life on June 4, 1938. 

Mr. Lenicheck always recognized the duties and obligations as well 
as the privileges of citizenship, and when but twenty-nine years of 
age was a candidate for the office of county judge in 1893. For ten 
years he represented the Tenth ward on the board of supervisors, 
after which he withdrew in order to give his undivided attention to 
his increasingly important law practice. He was chairman of the 
county board of supervisors for a number of years and was instru- 
mental in introducing various reforms and improvements in the man- 
agement of county affairs. He also served as chairman of the Repub- 
lican county central committee and he worked earnestly to secure 
the adoption of those principles which he deemed of vital worth to the 
city and state, his influence being far-reaching and effective. 

On the 19th of October, 1889, Mr. Lenicheck was united in mar- 
riage to Mary Vecker, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Vecker, 
and they had a family of five children, of whom Allen F’. and Norma 
M. are now deceased, the others being Adeline, Walter E. and Arthur 
E. During the first World War Mr. Lenicheck served as a member 
of the local draft board. Loyalty was one of his marked character- 
istics, manifest in his relations to his family, his profession, his city 
and to all causes with which he became identified. He was a life 
member of Damon lodge of the Knights of Pythias and along the 
line of his chosen calling was connected with the Milwaukee Bar Asso- 
ciation and the Wisconsin State Bar Association. His leisure hours 
were largely devoted to the study of philosophy and religion, and in 
every relation of life he commanded the esteem and confidence of 
those with whom he was associated. 


HAROLD ADRIAN LENICHECK, a Milwaukee attorney who is also 
secretary of the Citizens Abstract & Title Company and a director of 
the Aluminum Casting & Engineering Company, both of Milwaukee, 
was born in Milwaukee in 1906, a son of Emil and Mildred L. 
(Scheuber) Lenicheck, and through both paternal and maternal lines 
is descended from honored pioneer families of the state. Emil Leni- 
check, who was born in Milwaukee, November 29, 1872, is a son of 
Frank and Anna (Slaby) Lenicheck, natives of Bohemia, where they 
lived until after their marriage and then came to the United States 
in 1867. Frank Lenicheck became a mason contractor, whose skill 
was manifest in the erection of many fine buildings at Madison, Beloit, 
Port Washington and Milwaukee. He resided in Milwaukee until his 
death, March 19, 1909, while his wife died December 18, 1907. They 
had three sons and two daughters, the sons being Joseph H., who died 
October 20, 1898; Frank J., who passed away June 4, 1938; and Emil. 

The last named, now the president of the Citizens Abstract & Title 
Company, was educated in the public schools and after pursuing a 
course in the Milwaukee Law School was admitted to the bar in 1895. 
He engaged in the abstract business in connection with Samuel 
Howard and later was an employe of the Dupre Abstract Company. 
He next carried on business with his brother, Frank J., under the 
style of Lenicheck & Lenicheck, and when they dissolved partnership 
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in 1899 Emil Lenicheck joined the legal department of the real estate 
firm of Richter, Dick & Reutemann and three years later became 
assistant secretary of the Milwaukee Abstract & Title Company, with 
which he remained until 1904, when he organized his present business, 
of which he is still the president. He was married October 23, 1901, 
to Mildred L. Scheuber, a native of Erfurt, Jefferson County, Wis- 
consin, and a daughter of Adolph and Henrietta (Kraus) Scheuber, 
who were born in Germany and came with their respective parents 
to America when about fifteen years of age. Adolph Scheuber first 
made his home at Golden Lake and later in Sullivan, and he long 
served as register of deeds of Jefferson County and as assemblyman 
in the State Legislature. He was a man of sound judgment and his 
opinions were frequently sought by his neighbors over disputed 
matters. He died April 12, 1892, and his wife on February 1, 1903. 
The Kraus family was also established in Jefferson County in pioneer 
times and was active in the early beginnings of the tanning and 
milling industries in Milwaukee. Mrs. Lenicheck, a lady of liberal 
culture and education, attended the schools of Jefferson County, was 
graduated from the Milwaukee East Side high school and the State 
Normal College, after which she was a most efficient public school 
teacher. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emil Lenicheck became parents of three sons, of 
whom Captain Frank Adolph Lenicheck was graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin with the A. B. degree in 1925 and from Mar- 
quette University with the LL.B. degree in 1935. He is now in the 
Government service in connection with World War II, attached to the 
finance department in the office of dependency benefits, stationed at 
Cincinnati, Ohio, and he is also an official of his father’s abstract 
company. He married Dorothy Hood and they have a son, Douglas. 
Harold A. is the second in the family. The youngest son, Herbert 
Clyde A. Lenicheck, who was graduated from the University of Wis- 
consin in 1930, was an architectural designer who drafted plans for 
a number of Milwaukee homes and was treasurer of the Citizens 
Abstract & Title Company. He died May 1, 19438, at the age of 
thirty-five, leaving a wife, whose maiden name was Helen Zabel. 

Harold Adrian Lenicheck was accorded the educational opportu- 
nities of the University of Wisconsin, where he prepared for profes- 
sional work, winning his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1929. He then 
started practice with the firm of which his father was a partner and 
for three and a half years he filled the position of assistant district 
attorney, at the end of which time he resigned to enter private prac- 
tice and to join his father in the Citizens Abstract & Title business, 
of which he is now the secretary. In these two fields of activity he 
has since directed his efforts, gaining an enviable place in both. He 
is 2 member of the American, Wisconsin State and Milwaukee Bar 
associations, and in the last named has served as chairman of im- 
portant committees and edited The Gavel, the bar magazine, for 
several years. 

Mr. Lenicheck married Irmgarde M. Faber, who was born in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, a daughter of William and Mary (Schultz) 
Faber, the former now deceased, while the mother is living in Mil- 
waukee. Both were born in Wisconsin and were members ol early 
pioneer families of Winnebago County. Mrs. Lenicheck’s great- 
grandfather came from Alsace-Lorraine and was of French descent. 
The Schultz family became early residents of Ripon and of Fond du 
Lac County and Friedrich Schultz served in the Civil War as a mem- 
ber of a Wisc; usin regiment. Mr. and Mrs. Lenicheck have one son, 
Timothy F..ber. Mr. Lenicheck belongs to Lafayette Lodge No. 320, 
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F. & A. M., is a thirty-second degree member of the Scottish Rite and 
of Tripoli Temple of the Shrine, and is ever most loyal to the teachings 
and high purposes of the craft. He is also active in Boy Scout work, 
serving as district chairman. He served on local advisory draft 
boards and the rationing board during World War II. He is inter- 
ested in all that pertains to the uplift of the individual and the benefit 
of the community and state in which he has always lived. 


MELVIN E. DieMeER. He who recognizes beauty in line, contour 
and art and at the same time gleans inspiration and happiness from 
science and study can never be said to have lived in vain. Such has 
been the record of Melvin E. Diemer, nationally known photographer, 
who has transferred through the lens much that he has seen of 
beauty in every part of the world. While he makes his home in 
Madison, his activities have been a contribution to much that en- 
riches life for the individual and his name is familiar in art circles 
throughout the length and breadth of this land. 

Doctor Diemer was born in Dakota, Illinois, March 7, 1887, a 
son of Walter and Ella (Askey) Diemer and a grandson of Harri- 
son and Ann Ruhanna (Etnyre) Diemer, the latter a native of 
Hagerstown, Maryland, while the grandfather was from Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. He became a business partner of John H. 
Addams, father of Jane Addams, long the outstanding social service 
worker of the country. The grandparents of Melvin E. Diemer on 
the maternal side were William and Elizabeth (Brenizer) Askey, 
natives of Illinois, where the grandfather was a druggist and edu- 
cator. 

After attending the public schools of Dakota, Illinois, Melvin E. 
Diemer received his Bachelor of Arts degree from the University 
of Wisconsin in 1908, his Master’s degree in 1909, and his Doctor of 
Philosophy degree in chemistry in 1911. He entered the business 
world as assistant chemist with the Forest Products Laboratory, 
with which he remained until 1929, when he resigned to devote all 
of his time to the photographic business. From 1920 to 1931 he 
also maintained and operated the University of Wisconsin photo- 
graphic laboratory. In the meantime he had entered the commercial 
field under the name of The Diemer Photographie Laboratory, and 
has since specialized in scientific and educational photography and 
educational motion picture work. He started along that line with 
the Forest Products Laboratory and the University of Wisconsin 
and has produced films of the greatest interest and value. He was 
one of the pioneers of the Middle West in color photography and 
has done much to further develop that art, especially in connection 
with photographing wild life and flowers. He prepared the series 
of wild life photographs for the Wisconsin Conservation League’s 
wild life stamps. He and his wife have traveled in every section 
of the world in the interest of his work as well as for pleasure. 
After the start of our war with Japan, officers from the Military 
Intelligence of the United States Navy found his pictures of Asiatic 
scenes of such great military value they asked for every picture he 

had taken in that part of the world. He has lectured widely on art 
and scientific subjects, his talks illustrated by the beautiful color 
slides he has made. One assignment that presented unusual problems 
in technique was for the Chicago public schools and consisted of 
photographs through microscopic lenses of one hundred common in- 
sects to be taken alive. Another unusual series of pictures was of 
dermatological studies, and this series has been exhibited nationally 
at medical association meetings. He has also done educational work 
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for the Holstein-Fresian Association, Allied Mills, and other na- 
tional organizations, and in connection with the science and edu- . 
cation by color he is perhaps without a peer. He has carried his 
researches far and wide into that realm of knowledge and speaks 
with authority upon this subject which to many is yet a closed book. 
Having spent his early life upon a farm, the experience there, close 
to nature, has greatly assisted him in animal and wild life photog- 
raphy. The facilities of his studios cover about. every field of pho- 
tographic art, including portraits of all types, commercial photog- 
raphy, motion pictures, color duplications, and scientific and techni- 
cal illustration. He is also on constant call, day and night, by state 
and local police departments in criminalogical work. 

Doctor Diemer is well known in Masonic circles, is a past master 
of his Blue Lodge, has served as chief officer in several of the Scot- 
tish Rite bodies of Madison, and on his return recently from a trip 
abroad he was elected to the honorary thirty-third degree, which is 
only bestowed in recognition of some outstanding contribution to the 
order. He is now serving as potentate of Zor Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S. 

In June, 1912, Doctor Diemer married Florence Herrington, a 
daughter of the late Dr. Charles F. and Fanny (Baker) Herrington, 
her father having been a leading practicing physician of Madison 
for many years. At home, Mrs. Diemer delights in flower gardening 
and textile creations, and her large collection of early American 
glassware contains many museum pieces. In foreign travel Doctor 
and Mrs. Diemer utilize every available opportunity to see other 
lands, studying the natives, the color of their lives and their environ- 
ment, as well as all the scenic and floral beauty of the many coun- 
tries which they have visited. Their knowledge of botany as well as 
their art and color appreciation and recognition of its scientific and 
cultural values have made their lives full and rich and enabled 
them to add much to the richness of life for others. 


HON. THEOBALD OTJEN, who was born at West China, St. Clair 
County, Michigan, October 27, 1851, and died in Milwaukee, April 
5, 1924, left the impress of his individuality and ability in notable 
measure upon the history of Wisconsin. He was an eminent lawyer 
and legislator and for twelve years he represented his district in 
the United States Congress. He was the author of and promoted 
many laws of great benefit to the commonwealth and the country 
and he is entitled to credit for the establishment of many public 
projects which have proven of great worth along civic lines. High 
ideals actuated him in all that he undertook, yet at all times his 
methods were practical in character and far-reaching and beneficial 
in result. 

A portion of his youth was spent in Marine City, Michigan, his 
parents being John C. and Dorothea (Shriner) Otjen, natives of 
Germany, the father born in 1809 and the mother in 1812. The 
year 1827 witnessed the arrival of John C. Otjen in the new world 
and after living for a time in Baltimore, Maryland, he went to Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. In both cities he followed cabinet making, which he 
had learned in his native land, and after his removal to Michigan 
he engaged in farming. 

Theobald Otjen was but a young lad when his mother died. 
During his youthful days he attended the Marine City Academy 
and also attended private schools in Detroit. After coming to Mil- 
waukee in 1870 he was employed as foreman in a rolling mill, where 
he continued until 1872, when, having decided to make the practice 
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of law his life work, he enrolled as a student in the University of 
Michigan, and there won the Bachelor of Laws degree as a member 
of the class of 1875. For two years he practiced in Detroit as 
senior member of the law firm of Otjen & Rabeaut, and in 1883 
removed to Bay View, now a part of Milwaukee, where he was 
village attorney from 1883 to 1889. He was serving as village at- 
torney of South Milwaukee when it was organized in 1889, and 
thus his activity in public office began in his early manhood. He 
continued in the practice of law from 1883 until his death in 1924. 
In 1883 he also engaged in the real estate and loan business and 
likewise wrote insurance in connection with his brother, C. 5S. Otjen, 
while later his sons were associated with him in that undertaking. 
As a member of the bar he soon gained an outstanding position, 
displaying comprehensive familiarity with legal principles and 
marked ability in applying these principles to the points at issue. 

It was Mr. Otjen’s strong qualifications in his chosen field of 
labor that caused him to be early called upon for public service. 
In 1887 he was elected a member of Milwaukee’s common council 
and filled the office most capably for seven years, acting as its chair- 
man of the committee on legislation, in which connection he secured 
the passage of the Milwaukee park law, under which was created 
the park board that established the city’s splendid system of beau- 
tiful parks. For a seventeen year period, from 1887 to 1904, he was 
4 member of the committee that selected plans for the Milwaukee 
Public Library and as one of its trustees and as chairman of the 
committee on legislation of the common council he secured the pas- 
sage of an act by the General Assembly authorizing the issue of 
bonds for the erection of the Milwaukee Public Library and Museum. 
He aided in procuring the first law to give a pension to policemen 
and firemen who had sustained injuries in the line of duty. In secur- 
ing the passage of the law by the Legislature to establish the Mil- 
waukee park system he met opposition from Governor Hoard, who 
was going to veto the bill because he feared the great expense but 
Mr. Otjen finally prevailed upon him to sign and in later years, 
writing to Mr. Otjen, Governor Hoard gave full credit and praise 
to him for his effort, which not only developed the park system of 
Milwaukee but was the initial step toward starting the present 
state system of public parks. 

Mr. Otjen was known throughout the state for the prominent part 
which he played in Republican politics in Wisconsin. In 1894 he 
was elected a member of Congress from the Fourth congressional 
district and was five times reelected, so that he served altogether for 
twelve years as a member of the fifty-fourth to the fifty-ninth Con- 
gress, inclusive. One of his first acts in the national legislative 
halls was to secure money to complete the outer harbor and extend 
the breakwater at Milwaukee and he also secured the first appropria- 
tion of Federal Government aid in dredging and establishing turn- 
ing basins in the inner harbor, which was a new procedure in Gov- 
ernment assistance in the improvement of municipal harbors. He 
secured the appropriation for and promoted the establishment of 
the United States lighthouse depot at Milwaukee, which is head- 
quarters for all lighthouse work carried on by the Federal Gov- 
ernment on Lake Michigan. 

Another public service which Mr. Otjen rendered was as a 
member of the United States Industrial Commission and he was 
likewise a member of the famous Taft party of 1905 which visited 
the Philippines, Japan and China. He is entitled to credit for the 
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establishment of the Great Lakes Naval Training Station at Great 
Lakes, Illinois, as he introduced a bill providing for a naval training 
station on the Great Lakes similar to those on the Atlantic and Pa- 
cific seaboards. The official records of Congress show that he fa- 
thered the project and fought for it single-handed through various 
congresses until he secured an appropriation and the appointment 
of a board to study the available sites for such a station, and in the 
fifty-eighth Congress, on April 27, 1904, his labors were crowned 
with success. During his incumbency as a congressman he appointed 
many young men to both West Point and the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis who were later to make distinguished records, notably 
General Douglas MacArthur, superintendent of the United States 
Military Academy at West Point from 1919 to 1925 and chief of 
staff of the United States Army and who during the second World 
War commanded the Allied Forces in the Southwest Pacific, and 
Lieutenant Commander Haislip of heroic fame in the navy. 

In 1914 Mr. Otjen accepted the candidacy for mayor of Milwau- 
kee in order to wage an educational campaign against a proposed 
extravagant sewage disposal system. He was defeated in the race 
but with the support of civic societies started a fight before the 
Legislature which resulted in the establishment of the plant on 
Jones Island, and his idea has proved tremendously successful, sav- 
ing millions of dollars to the taxpayers. Mr. Otjen was always deeply 
interested in civic and public affairs of a constructive nature. He 
assisted in making South Shore Park a possibility and he did much 
toward the development of Bay View. He was one of the leaders in 
securing the erection of the building owned by Lake Lodge, F. & A. 
M., this being the first Masonic lodge in Milwaukee to own a lodge 
building, and he was active in securing the location of Humboldt 
Park. Through his efforts the Llewellen family was induced to 
donate a site for the Llewellen Public Library and he was active 
in securing the site for the Bay View high school. For twelve years 
he was president of the South Division Civic Association and he led 
the movement for the separation of street grades and the elevated 
railroad tracks on the south side of the city. 

Mr. Otjen’s activities touched the general interests of society 
in almost every possible way. He acted as chairman of local draft 
board No. 12 during the first World War; for twenty years was a 
member of the board of trustees of Lawrence College and while in 
Congress he diplomatically made possible the formal acceptance 
of the statue of Father Marquette in the American Hall of Fame 
as one of Wisconsin’s two representatives there. He belonged to 
Trinity Methodist Church and he belonged not only to the lodge 
and Royal Arch Chapter in Masonry but also to Ivanhoe Com- 
mandery No. 24, K. T. 

On March 27, 1879, in Detroit, Michigan, Mr. Otjen married 
Louisa Elizabeth Heames, who was born March 1, 1854, in Malden, 
Ontario, a daughter of Henry and Hannah Matilda (Carpenter) 
Heames, who were then residents of Detroit, although both were 
born in England. For fifty years Mr. Heames was a leading builder 
and business man of Detroit, and was one of the builders of the 
original locks at Sault Ste. Marie. Mrs. Otjen, who was a promi- 
nent member and active worker in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
died March 2, 1928. Their four children are: Henry H., a lawyer 
of Milwaukee; Grace V., who is now Mrs. Harry B. Wagner; Fan- 
nie H., the wife of Professor James G. Zimmerman; and Colonel 
Christian J. Otjen, whose biography follows. 
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COLONEL CHRISTIAN JOHN OTJEN, while successfully and prom- 
inently engaged in the practice of law as a member of the firm of 
Otjen & Otjen of Milwaukee, is equally well known by reason of 
his activity in military circles and for his cooperation in municipal 
affairs and projects of importance tending to the benefit and uplift 
of individuals and of the community at large. His quick and help- 
ful response to opportunities for the general good places him with 
the outstanding citizens of Milwaukee, where practically he has 
always made his home. 

Born in this city December 25, 1892, Christian John Otjen is the 
son of Hon. Theobald and Louise Elizabeth (Heames) Otjen, who 
are mentioned at length in the preceding article. He attended school 
in Washington, D. C., while his father was serving as a member of 
Congress and was a classmate of Colonel Theodore, Kermit and 
Quentin Roosevelt. Following his return to Wisconsin he was grad- 
uated from the Milwaukee South Division high school in 1910 and 
then entered the University of Wisconsin, where he gained his 
Bachelor of Arts degree in 1914 and where he won his ‘“W” as 
coxswain of the Wisconsin crew. He took prominent part in the 
extracurricular activities, serving as secretary of the Theta Delta 
Chi fraternity in 1914-15; as lieutenant colonel of cadets at the 
University and as a member of the Scabbard and Blade, a military 
fraternity at Madison. The University conferred on him the Bach- 
elor of Laws degree in 1916 and he became a member of Phi Alpha 
Delta, a legal fraternity. In June, 1916, he was admitted to the 
Wisconsin bar and began practice in Milwaukee as a member of the 
firm of Otjen & Otjen, being thus associated with his father until 
1924, while in connection with his brother, H. H. Otjen, he still 
practices under the same firm style. He is one of the outstanding 
trial lawyers of the Middle West, practicing in Wisconsin, Michigan, 
Illinois and adjacent districts, giving his attention largely to cor- 
poration law and civil practice, personal injury Cases, workmen’s 
compensation and is also state representative of a number of large 
insurance companies. He is considered an authority on legal mat- 
ters connected with the medical profession and workmen’s compen- 
sation, possessing intimate and comprehensive knowledge of the 
law bearing upon these subjects, and his deductions are always sound 
and logical, *while his ability is attested in the many notable verdicts 
he has won. 

Mr. Otjen’s military record, following his initial training and 
experience gained during his days as a university student, came 
to him on and after May 15, 1917, when he entered the First Of- 
ficers Training Camp at Fort Sheridan. On the 15th of August, 
1917, he went to France as a first lieutenant of infantry, and from 
September 10, 1917, until October 1, 1917, he attended the British 
First Army School and acted as an observer on the British front. 

On the 1st of October, 1917, he was assigned to Company A, Six- 
teenth Infantry Regiment of the famous First Division and thus 
was with the first American troops on the front. In June, 1918, he 
was promoted to the rank of captain and he saw active service 
at Cambrai, Sommerville, Ausauville, Picardy, Cantigny and the 
Somme. He was selected from the front line to return to the United 
States and from August 15, 1918, until October 1, 1918, was senior 
instructor in the small arms section at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, while 
from the latter date until February 13, 1919, he was senior instruc- 
tor of small arms and combined tactics in the Infantry School at 


Fort Benning, Georgia. He assisted in promoting the Liberty Loan 
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campaigns in Wisconsin, Oklahoma and Georgia and received his 
discharge from the army February 138, 1919, at which time he was 
commissioned a major in the Infantry Reserves. On the 15th of 
November, 1922, he was made a lieutenant colonel of the Four 
Hundred and First Regiment of Infantry and in 1936 was commis- 
sioned colonel. He has been commanding officer of the Fifty-first 
Infantry, an inactive Regular Army unit of Milwaukee; of the Four 
Hundred and Twenty-third Infantry Reserve, whose headquarters 
are at Fond du Lac; the Four Hundred and Fourth Infantry, with 
headquarters at Kau Claire; and is now commanding officer of the 
Four Hundred and First Infantry of Milwaukee. In 1921 he was 
president of the Milwaukee Chapter of the Reserve Officers Associa- 
tion; was commander in 1922 of Arthur Kropfel Post No. 1 of the 
American Legion, the first post organized in Wisconsin, and is now 
vice commander of the General Charles King Chapter of the Mili- 
tary Order of the World War. 

All this, however, does not cover the extent of his interests and 
activities, for since 1920 Mr. Otjen has been a director of the Met- 
ropolitan Company, of which he was president in 1928-29, of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association. He was division commander 
of the Milwaukee Community Fund in 1921-29-30 and a trustee 
of the Citizens Bureau in 1928-29, while at this writing (1943) he 
is a director of the Free Legal Aid Society. In 1921 he was presi- 
dent of the Milwaukee Lions Club and he belongs to the University 
Club, City Club, Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Masonic frater- 
nity, while his political allegiance is given the Republican party. 
He has membership in the Milwaukee County and State Bar asso- 
ciations and as a member of the American Bar Association is 
serving on its insurance committee. 

On the 21st of November, 1921, at Coon Valley, Vernon County, 
Wisconsin, Mr. Otjen married Miss Maude Eunice Neprud, daughter 
of Carl N. and Anna Kanena (Anderson) Neprud, her ancestors 
having been among the pioneer Norwegian settlers of Vernon 
County. Mrs. Otjen was graduated from the La Crosse State Nor- 
mal in 1912 and from the University of Wisconsin in 1914, at which 
time the Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred on her. She en- 
gaged in teaching at Tomahawk, Wisconsin, and in the La Crosse 
high school and from 1917 to 1919, inclusive, was county superin- 
tendent of schools of Vernon County and from 1917 to 1919 acted 
as chairman of the women’s committee of the Council of Defense 
for that county. In July of the latter year she was appointed by 
Governor Philipp a member of the State Board of Control and was 
reappointed by Governor Blaine in February, 1922, for a six-year 
term, but resigned in February, 1923. In 1926-27 she was president 
of the Milwaukee League of Voters and at the same time was. presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin State League of Women Voters. She has been 
very prominent in the Woman’s Club of Wisconsin and was a direc- 
tor of the Wisconsin Federation of Women’s Clubs from 1921 to 
1930. She has occupied the presidency of the Milwaukee Chapter of 
the American Association of University Women, has been active 
in the American Legion Auxiliary, and has been an outstanding 
worker in connection with social agencies. She served on the 
board of the Milwaukee Visiting Nurses Association and from 1920 
until 1923 was a director of the Wisconsin Conference of Social 
Work. She also organized and twice served as president of the 
Milwaukee Legislative Council. She is one of the leaders of the 
Republican party in the county, state and national work, has been 
a member of the Wisconsin State Central Committee and its yice 
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chairman and in 1940 was national committeeman of the party 
from Wisconsin. Mr. and Mrs. Otjen have one son, Carl Neprud 
Otjen, born December 13, 1922. Both Mr. and Mrs. Otjen have had 
much to do with shaping public thought and action and at all times 
their interests and work have concentrated on constructive meas- 


ures. 


THE First NATIONAL BANK OF ELKHORN is an institution whose 
record is one of which every citizen may well be proud. Its slogan, 
“Some larger, few older, none better,” is an indication of its entire 
history, and throughout the eighty years of its existence business 
has been carried on according to the highest standard of banking. 
Today there are only about 275 national banks in the country whose 
founding antedates that of the Elkhorn bank and only twelve of 
these are in Wisconsin. The spirit of the institution cannot better 
be expressed than by quoting from an article on the bank which was 
published in 1940. 

“In preparing the history of the First National Bank of Elkhorn 
one comes immediately to the conclusion that the bank is not a material 
structure of stone, brick and steel, with shiny marble floors and 
ornate grillwork, but a group of people banded together by a sound 
business policy, each doing his part to further that policy along the 
lines laid down by those who have invested money in the institution. 

“This presents an entirely different picture of the institution ; 
one that tends to place the material building in the background and 
brings the human element to the foreground. The fine structure is 
actually only the place where these established policies are carried out 
by the men and women who have been entrusted with the responsi- 
bility of management by the stockholders. 

“The real history lies in the men and women who have operated 
the organization for three quarters of a century and who have played 
a part in its progress.” 

There was an early demand for banking facilities in Elkhorn by 
those who had accumulated savings and needed a place for their 
safekeeping. On August 10, 1856, the Elk Horn Bank was founded 
by a small group of men headed by Le Grand Rockwell, who became 
the president, and David D. Spencer, an experienced banker of Ilion, 
New York, who was made cashier. In 1865, upon the organization 
of the First National Bank, the building, business and good will of 
the old Elk Horn Bank was purchased by the new institution. J. L. 
Edwards was elected president; George Bulkley, cashier, while W. H. 
Conger, George W. Wylie, Amos Fellows, R. 'T. Seymour, and Osborn 
Hand remained as stockholders. The necessary charter, No. 873, 
was obtained from the comptroller of the currency January 31, 1865, 
and the doors opened for business on February 4, 1865, with total 
deposits that day reaching $1033.45. 

The banking business was broadened to meet the growing changes 
and demands of the times and the policy of the bank has always been 
one of conservatism in financial guidance to depositors; fidelity in 
safeguarding their interests ; competence in fulfilling every function 
of commercial investment and savings service. A substantial surplus 
has always been maintained; a high ratio of liquid assets preserved ; 
justifiable support of its depositors has been extended and forward- 
looking cooperation rendered to local enterprises. 

In 1916 the bank was moved from its original location at 9 North 
Wisconsin Street to its present fine building at 19 North Wisconsin 
Street and at all times has served the best interests of Elkhorn and 
Walworth County. Its officers have been men of ability and of high 
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ideals in banking service. J. L. Edwards held the office of president 
from 1865 to 1869 and was followed by C. Wiswell, who remained 
from 1870 until 1883, when Mr. Edwards again took office, continuing 
until 1891. C. P. Greene served from 1891 to 1915; John J. Harris 
from 1916 to 1922; James Matheson from 1922 until 1932; Henry 
D. L.. Adkins from 1932 to 1936; W. C. Norton from 1937 to 1940, 
when A. C. Desing was elected to the office and so continues. He had 
been assistant cashier from 1911 to 1922, cashier for the next fifteen 
years and vice president from 1937 until elected to head the institu- 
tion. His predecessor, Mr. Norton, is now chairman of the board 
with William Opitz as vice president, George E. Hart as cashier and 
Willis Opitz and Marvin J. Mason as assistant cashiers. The resources 
of the bank in 1944 were listed as over four million dollars, an indica- 
tion of the growth and stability of the institution. 


JOHN E. SCHROEDER, president and treasurer of the John 
Schroeder Lumber & Supply Company, a business which has become 
one of very substantial proportions under his wise guidance, has 
been a lifelong resident of Milwaukee, where he was born May 17, 
1897, a son of Fred J. and Lulu (Schwartzburg) Schroeder, both 
descendants of prominent early families of this section of the state. 
His grandparents on the paternal side were John and Margaret 
(Luehring) Schroeder and the great-grandparents were William and 
Elizabeth (Cuhring) Schroeder, natives of Hanover, Germany, who 
on coming to the United States settled in St. Louis, Missouri. John 
Schroeder, who was born in Hanover in 1827, was a lad of eight 
years when the family immigrated to the new world and after living 
in St. Louis for a number of years he came to Milwaukee in 1846. 
Here he followed several occupations before engaging in the lumber 
business in 1866 under the name of John Schroeder Lumber Com- 
pany, at the corner of River and Martin streets. He was a member 
of the city council from 1872 until 1876, and was alderman from 
the Second ward in 1877. He was also one of the organizers of the 
Concordia Fire Insurance Company, of which he served as a director. 
He belonged to St. John’s Lutheran Church and the Old Settlers 
Club, and politically was a Republican. On March 4, 1859, he mar- 
ried Margaret Luehring, daughter of Henry and Anna (Wintherst) 
Luehring, also natives of Hanover, Germany. John Schroeder re- 
mained active in the business life of Milwaukee until after he reached 
the age of eighty. He died in 1908. He and his wife had a large 
family and three of his sons, Henry, Fred and William A., became 
associated with their father in business but the first and last of the 
trio are now deceased. 

Fred J. Schroeder, son of John Schroeder, was born in Milwaukee 
and is now living retired in his native city. He has reached the age 
of seventy-nine years, and he and his wife celebrated their golden 
wedding in October, 1943. His wife is a daughter of Henry A. 
Schwartzburg, a member of one of the oldest and best known fami- 
lies of Milwaukee, closely identified with its progress through three 
generations, her grandfather, Christian Schwartzburg, having been 
one of the first residents here. The station on the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railroad now known as North Milwaukee was 
first named Schwartzburg in his honor, he having located here in 
1848. In the family of Fred J. and Lulu (Schwartzburg) Schroeder 
were six children: Helen S. Reitsch, the widow of Henry O. Reitsch 
and a resident of Milwaukee; John E.; William C., who is with the 
Milwaukee Journal; Fred J. Jr., who is treasurer of the Milwaukee 
Die Casting Company of this city; Mrs. R. 8. Cron, whose husband 
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is a Milwaukee physician; and Mrs. Richard Callender, of Racine, 
Wisconsin. - 

After attending the Milwaukee public schools and completing a 
course in the Riverside high school, John E. Schroeder entered the 
University of Wisconsin as a member of the class of 1920 but ere 
completing his course enlisted for service in the first World War and 
was in the Navy Flying Corps. He was commissioned an ensign and 
was an instructor of the flying corps at Pensacola, Florida, where 
is located the largest navy flying field in the United States. When he 
returned to Milwaukee he was associated with the John Schroeder 
Lumber Company, of which his father was president, and so con- 
tinued until the company was dissolved. In 1936 he started in busi- 
ness independently, founding the John Schroeder Lumber & Supply 
Company, of which he has been president and manager from the 
beginning, and the continued success of the undertaking has been 
gained through the enterprising efforts and keen business discern- 
ment of the founder. 

Mr. Schroeder married Gertrude Elser, a native of Milwaukee 
and a daughter of Albert C. and Matilde (Uihlein) Elser. The 
father, who was born in Milwaukee August 31, 1871, was a son of 
John and Franciska Elser, and for many years he was connected 
with the banking interests of the city, becoming a director and the 
vice president of the Second Ward Savings Bank. He died in 1942. 
His wife was a daughter of Alfred E. Uihlein, of the Joseph Schlitz 
Brewing Company and a granddaughter of Alfred E. Uihlein, who 
was connected with leading business interests of Milwaukee through 
sixty years. He was born in Wertheim-on-the-Main in Baden, Ger- 
many, in 1852 and came to America with his brother August in 
1867. Four years later he joined his brothers, August and Henry, 
who were connected with the Schlitz Brewery, and in 1917 he was 
elected president of the company, So continuing until his death. Mrs. 
Elser died July 19, 1944. 

Mrs. Schroeder completed her education in the Emma Willard 
School of Troy, New York, and by her marriage she has become 
the mother of a daughter and son: Marianne, now attending the 
Milwaukee University School; and John KE. Jr., a student in the 
Milwaukee Country Day School. Mr. Schroeder is a member and 
one of the directors of the Rotary Club and is much interested in 
the purposes and work of that organization. He is also a member of 
the University Club, is now serving on the navy aviation committee 
as chairman, has membership in Alonzo Cudworth Post of the Amer- 
ican Legion and was formerly active in the Milwaukee Family Wel- 
fare Society, his interests thus largely centering in activities that 
have to do with the benefit of the individual and the advancement 
of the community. His religious faith is indicated in his connection 
with the Lake Park Lutheran Church. He is a worthy represent- 
ative of a family long associated with Milwaukee and like his for- 
bears has done much to further the public good. 


Bert S. DUTCHER, president of the Fox River Valley Knitting Com- 
pany, with offices and plant at 808 West Wisconsin Avenue in Apple- 
ton, has been identified with this business for forty-four years, having 
joined the company at its organization in 1901. Born in Appleton 
February 26, 1880, he is a son of William E. and Helen M. (Gillick) 
Dutcher, natives of Milwaukee, who removed to Appleton in 1872 and 
-he became one of the founders of the business. 

Bert S. Dutcher was the third in order of birth in the family of 
seven children born to Mr. and Mrs. William EK. Dutcher. After grad- 
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uation from high school he studied for a time in Marquette University. 
His initial step in the business world was made as an employe on the 
Record-Herald, then one of the leading Chicago newspapers, with 
which he was connected for a year. He then joined the Fox River 
Valley Knitting Company at its organization in 1901. The business 
was established that year in a small plant on the Fox River, being 
founded by John Steinborg, William E. Dutcher and David Nottage 
for the manufacture of lumbermen’s mittens and sox. With the de- 
velopment of the trade the original plant became too small and a re- 
moval was made in 1910 to a larger plant. The business has grown 
steadily along substantial and gratifying lines and today the company 
utilizes 960 spindles and has its own dyeing plant. The entire plant 
extends over two blocks in one direction and one block in the other and 
is an imposing structure, the buildings well constructed and well 
lighted. The company has made three large additions to the original 
building, in 1937, 1941 and 1945, and the equipment is thoroughly 
modern, meeting every demand of first class manufacture in their 
line. They make what is known as the Fox River brand of woolen sox 
and mittens for the general trade, also skating hose, athletic sox, slack 
hose and half hose, and their output finds a ready sale on the market, 
covering a wide territory. They buy the raw stock, manufacture their 
own yarn and do their own dyeing, and the business is represented on 
the road by four traveling salesmen, including Bert 8. Dutcher. It 
takes several months to cover the territory and secure the orders that 
keep the mills busily humming throughout the year. They sell to the 
jobbing trade throughout the country and employ 185 people at the 
plant. The company is now in one hundred per cent war production, 
making woolen sox for the army. The officers of the Fox River Valley 
Knitting Company are: Bert S. Dutcher, president; Eugene J. Dutcher, 
vice president; John W. Dutcher, secretary; Sidney Dutcher, treas- 
urer; E. P. Ostertag, who joined the organization in 1929, office man- 
ager; and Edward C. Kohl, who joined the company in 1927, general 
superintendent. A reorganization was effected in 1922 and the busi- 
ness constitutes one of the leading manufacturing concerns of Apple- 
ton. Bert S. Dutcher steadily worked his way upward, thoroughly 
acquainting himself with every phase of the activity here represented, 
and eventually became its executive head and administrative director. 
He is also associated with the Jersild Knitting Company of Neenah as 
one of its directors. 

Bert S. Dutcher married Bernice G. Olmstead, of Neenah, and they 
have three children: Ileen, born in 1909, is now the wife of Alex 
Manier and has four children. Sidney was graduated from the Apple- 
ton high school, studied in the Philadelphia Textile School, and after 
four years and nine months in service with the United States Army 
Medical Corps was given his honorable discharge and is now active as 
production manager and treasurer of the company. John W., born in 
1918, completed the high school course in Appleton, later was gradu- 
ated from Culver Military Academy, and graduated in business admin- 
istration from the University of Pennsylvania. He was connected with 
the Fox River Valley Knitting Company in the mill for two years be- 
fore entering military service as a member of the air force, being now 
stationed in Tucson, Arizona. 

Mr. Dutcher is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and he is 
a fourth degree honorary member of the Knights of Columbus. He is 
also a member of the Elks and is a senior member of Rotary. He has 
a wide acquaintance and is highly esteemed as a progressive and re- 
liable business man and as a substantial citizen of the community in 
which he has always made his home. 
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HOWELL G. EVANS is the vice president of the Hamilton Manufac- 
turing Company of Two Rivers, working his way upward to his pres- 
ent executive office from the position of cost clerk. He was born in 
China, May 3, 1899, when his father, the Rev. Robert L. Evans, was 
engaged in missionary work in that field, and he is a representative 
of one of Wisconsin’s respected and honored pioneer families. His 
great-grandfather was Captain David Evans, a native of Wales, who 
came from that little rock-ribbed country to the new world and made 
his way westward to this state. He became one of the best known 
captains in the Great Lakes area. His son and namesake, David Evans, 
was also born in Wales, as was his wife, Catherine, but they spent 
most of their lives in Wild Rose, Wisconsin. Young David moved 
from the homestead outside of Berlin, Wisconsin, to Beatrice, Nebras- 
ka, and established a homestead that now is a part of the business 
section of that city. Their son, the Rev. Robert L. Evans, entered the 
ministry and went as a missionary under the China Inland Mission to 
China. He was a graduate of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 
He is now living retired from the ministry, but is still active as a 
teacher and lecturer and makes his home in Alhambra, California. He 
married Miss Mary Hunt, and they had a family of seven children of 
whom Howell is the eldest, the others being Beatrice, Gordon, Norman, 
Harris, Keith and Paul. 

Howell Evans pursued his early education in the public schools 
of St. Louis, Missouri, and after leaving high school there won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation from Wheaton College at 
Wheaton, Illinois. After completing his studies there he came to Two 
Rivers to teach in the high school, which he did for one year. During 
that time he met and married Dorothy Gowran, whose father was 
the treasurer and later president of the Hamilton Manufacturing Com- 
pany, with which he was connected for forty-five years. He started 
with the business during its formative period and gradually worked 
his way upward, becoming its president in 1933 and remaining at 
the head of the industry until his death on the 21st of November, 1941. 

After one year of teaching in Two Rivers, Mr. Evans joined the 
Hamilton organization as a cost clerk. Recognition of his ability and 
enterprising spirit brought him advancement to the position of travel- 
ing salesman and later to that of assistant sales manager. In 1983 
he was elected treasurer of the company and in 1941 he became vice 
president, which is his present connection. He has displayed un- 
faltering diligence and keen discernment in business matters and 
has aided largely in promoting the interests of the firm in recent years. 

In Rotary circles Mr. Evans is widely and popularly known. He 
is in hearty sympathy with the purposes of the order and served as 
district governor in 1938-39. For eight years he has been a member 
of the city commission and for one year was its president. He has 
also been a member of the board of education for three years, and 
now serves as its president. He has labored effectively to further the 
school interests of the city and to advance all plans and projects that 
tend to bring the greatest good to the greatest number. He belongs 
to the First Presbyterian Church and is a Consistory Mason and a 
member of the Shrine, and in these connections are found the prin- 
ciples which guide him in all the relations of life and make him a 
man whom to know is to esteem and honor. 

Mr. Evans married Miss Dorothy Gowran, daughter of H. C. and 
Luella B. Gowran. She is a graduate of Milwaukee Downer College 
and also of Radcliffe College. Their children are: Howell Gowran, 
born June 2, 1927, and Polly Gowran, born August 21, 1931. Citizen- 
ship has never been to Mr. Evans an idle term, and now that the coun- 


a gg Pat, ee ae eee a el 


eS Oe es Se See 


s Pus, 
iy : 
’ 
; AY 
iy 
a 4 
¥ 
sacra 


8 Bote Bae Hh to OM) To conogiwy of) Alin ‘ ydiagorye yaised mab ab - 
/. 


ti bd 


aa ito 20 selin agiv a ” ATH On : 
290G aid as pees ah i p Hid yukbsow pos owT Yo yaagm ny Be us 
ett axed ase olf, "Sats Sito to spitizog odd ong ie ‘eal. avi 9 3a9 
eae seer A iodo VaR odt aocisi pel tony @08f 8 ysl saidd 
Aintree tqot 2 404R bre He sods ai atove. ‘CUsaoieeinn ni boyagae 
ait aobignaed 4944 vod hetoved bus batoogess e‘alenoolW. Yo ono Ye 
ofw cote W Yo. avipnd enn S bivctl cintgad enw vodisthansgtasty 
shar bea Stow ware ad) of chap ive beddii-does ofl bacld mort per 
aword Ivsd aiff hy an0 spread ofl .olats atdd.ot bunw sage, yew eid 
SRV Div Ae oolenbater bassn0e et won sola ison) ont si antahqas | 
Ju ie t283 Pu shpyertis’) tiv vid enw be “aa ai sod ocala. taw 
bsvom Mive yayo¥ MieaoxeiW seo BW at esvil sient Ww dzom ° ¥ 
Dr 166K. on oi ual Qs wiemourl 4 ified to obislan | be eonod 982 trot a an 
Leh, anit dy Dag We AL OW ‘git praia mo nod & bodzildsies bas wh ft a 
ar i vat wih ; anava { | 14° M ie y p ff it POR “LEE iadT Ra of 5 tad} to moijose Ma” s : 


ro 


GS HoteRi a burgled Arist) ob) “tohue ys astoiealses & eR tirow, bag a | 
cgi MH). Ign g inatiartl. ad gould alt to claubsrvg.# acw 6H | 
i. Pat auton Ue a ded viteieta od) mort besitos yaivil won eb soo 
SIT gunn wdendté. ii Sigad atd ego fet bin tot tool bee redoget 
to keultivie noes to YWinel s fed yo bos Jovl wel aM beinsen 
Manor 1Obsowd 63eed gals weodio ol heshila: 4s ai Lowoll modw 
| Jae bie died aiasH 
efoodse viktug ad) Ar ihe the wliss rid he Wetog eosvih Tewel: = 
etl Sov oad? Toopse of ot mart wt ttte bre juaeilh .einod 42 to. 
ts axolion) Horna ¥ stored cites vee: tal 2a soryoh ahs. Io soler 
ow os ssa o:! avait asihsrte aid giiiisiqatas 19f2A. .atoailll porres eo Fh 
Bulag eay gab yor th a d : ivr .toorse doid olf of rloset of e1avid - 
tha sadlteX opodduy party: 2 Saf vig oll boi iB mM bre joo of simil dads & 
Mo ute etiieM Wiliqvall od} to Jashiasrg satel bas tweRst} od be 
fy 7 atl im a5] atis I. pa ay wot 10) Dsjoannoy eae off dsidwr tives” ag | su ‘ 
boli %! My; WinTe fare hb tog evileniwl 23 oninoh enor lend od} itt ie 
fn ort etgeneat iis SoU it bayilyi mous asi ucla iuswau YW ali : oy : 
PhEE TV To dele ott no Alaob eid Ung Viuleuhei edi Io basd ont 
alt botrigh guive AM .eravial, ay rf i metidosst: to Th9'% S00 TOTtA § i. 
firs, Wlitide apt Yo roti. on al we teoo 5 28 OLS AY TO toligienta! 
‘lov itt to meitieoed oft at dusasungy tia atid od guord ifige Biiaingrades 
C41 al toga eal toate tees jo Jndt o3 s9tef Bre inmieelee 
ou Ssmared od ESCL ni hes Thsilos out to ivineaay batsals aw + 
ws hovsita end st stattintos Inoesia eid BE Asides uabieotg 
|, Bee. sewer PASTIME Wh Jeesenutiase))) neat bas sade ilih uitirsiiat Dt 
Be apshtti * perl oF ty efegolitl sit? yaito: aor nt yloyial bsbig. wy 
17 *' 


Avon Vitae” bita viahiw et zany a 1M eeloxio visio al oes 


iy 


ae e 


odetiony « weed end al weno rg eanio ‘ro Ut BEET fi sonra vOR joitelb ; 
and et Agabtesty ai ean Geen onc “et his goleaiaumes vitio. odd aden 

. Dale ateoy bor) dot mOpinahs Wo breed ad} Yo Tedinfiom # used oale 
SAY canhat ot “low iawihe: Gozotel end oi .tasbias ry all ce pevieg wom 9. 
\ at Hf 24D HO PET sist nanhy | im. Set ss ‘hose o3 bine Vite ot hin alaswsiag rn? : Bh 
“agus Hod Sth nedeana jeaneren ot af boon lealaowy. edt saiad GF re 
ABrg ws wiathiegels A x its Hai waivotyleayl deri% oddd 
“2 tay 4rit bewot otn HteRseyy 00 watt ni bi aniwi2 edi Io cles 

& fel sAsat bak oil to ecoiteier add Me wt ont Shiny doitw ealqio 
“toded bros neste9 of ef wos od codw ean 

brn 5 te yotih wal TiVO vittotwtl asi lt boistqent eanyS ej ve a. | 
966) tod sof SACEZWHY to otevhuse 2 at of® Aste alle 
 diereod Hewol <6 novblits tivdP gyetiod sttifghse Yo * 
SN TAO TE Tatuny, pod awrwod vilot bie Ter .¢ 


s1009 att Jedd wor hits ni oth an env i 98 nest ssn sn 
) 


2, 
a 


—y he 


is 


Psy 


a Sas 
ras ey 
a 


J 


532 WISCONSIN 


try needs the support of every loyal American he is serving as chair- 
man of the county bond sales among the civic clubs, has served as 
United War Fund chairman, and chairman of the Red Cross drive 
for the city of Two Rivers. He is doing everything in his power to 
advance the war effort. 


BENOIT F. WI?TTIG. In a review of the life record of Benoit F. Wit- 
tig it will be seen that obstacles and difficulties have never been 
allowed to bar his path if they could be overcome by persistent and 
intelligently directed effort. Starting out in the business world as 
a bookkeeper, be has steadily advanced and each forward step has 
brought him a broader vision and wider opportunities until he is now 
owner ‘of the extensive productive industry of Green Bay conducted 
under the name of the Bell Lumber Company, of which he is presi- 
dent and general manager. 

Born in the town of Glenmore, Brown County, Wisconsin, May 
30, 1901, Mr. Wittig is a son of Henry F. and Margaret (Hebel) Wit- 
tig, also natives of Brown County. In young manhood the father was 
a merchant at Hebel’s Corners for several years and later engaged 
in farming. He was one of the organizers of the Denmark State Bank, 
of which he served as president for some time and is now on the 
board of directors. He has also participated in the organization of 
other banks in small towns of this section of the state. He likewise 
was formerly the president of the Denmark Condensery, a business 
now conducted under the name of the Pet Milk Company. He came 
to Green Bay to take over the superintendency of the Brown County 
Insane Asylum, which position he filled for twelve years and then 
voluntarily retired. Later he became associated with the Standard 
Lumber Company and he is now retired. 

In the pursuit of an education Benoit F. Wittig attended the pub- 
lic schools of Denmark until graduated from the high school, after 
which he studied in the Green Bay Business College until he had 
completed the course. He then became bookkeeper in the employ of 
the East River Planing Mill Company, which subsequently became 
the Standard Lumber & Mill Work Company, and in that connection 
won promotion from time to time until after ten years he was serv- 
ing as general manager and assistant treasurer and was part owner 
of the business. When another decade had passed he established a 
business of his own. He developed the Standard Lumber and Mill 
Work Company until his trade brought an annual sales volume of 
$500,000, but he was ambitious to found and conduct a business of 
which he was sole owner, ‘and in May, 1931, he organized the Bell 
Lumber Company and has developed the trade until the business 
reaches $2,500,000 annually. He operates a wood-working plant 
and makes ammunition crates for the Government and also bomb 
bases, and he makes a specialty of turning out pre-fabricated houses. 
He is now building five hundred and seventy-six houses for the 
federal housing agency, which go to the Ford River Rouge plant 
at Detroit, and he ships a complete house every hour, some con- 
taining one, scme two and three bed rooms. He now employs 
six hundred and seventy-five people. The company also does a large 
retail business and in addition Mr. Wittig has developed subdivisions 
which he owns and on which he has built Victory homes. In 1942 he 
built 2,050 grain bins for the federal agricultural department and 
also soy bean bins which were shipped to Illinois and Iowa, while 
the grain bins were sent to North and South Dakota. He employs two 
architects all the time and also gives considerable business to the 
firm of Wright & Wright, architects of Detroit, and he works on 
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anything in the prefabricated line. The excellence of his output in- 
sures an increased trade until now he has one of the most extensive 
enterprises of this character in the Middle West. His wife, Dorothy 
S. Wittig, is the vice president of the company, with G. A. Snavely 
as treasurer and Herbert Wittig as secretary, Benoit Wittig, how- 
ever, remaining practically sole owner. 

Mr. Wittig is also the owner of the Bell Supply Company of 
Green Bay, which specializes in the manufacture of lawn furniture 
and wood specialties, and does a wholesale business in lumber. The 
plant of the Bell Lumber Company covers nine acres. If it is true 
that opportunity knocks but once it is evident that Mr. Wittig has 
made ready response to the call, for since he made his initial step in 
the business world his progress has been rapid and gratifying. 

Mr. Wittig probably finds his greatest recreational pleasure in 
yachting and is the owner of yachts, one of which he built at the 
plant. He is now serving as commodore of the Green Bay Yacht Club, 
and he also indulges in hunting and fishing and skeet shooting. His 
wife has won the state championship in skeet shooting. Politically he 
is not bound by party ties but votes according to the dictates of his 
judgment. He has membership in the Lutheran church. 

On the 12th of May, 1937, Mr. Wittig married Dorothy S. Strau- 
bel, a daughter of Frederick L. and Amanda (Wise) Straubel, both 
natives of Green Bay. The father was an inventor and owned the 
business carried on under the name of the Automatic File & Index 
Company of Green Bay for a long period. His son, Clarence Straubel, 
is now the head of the filing division of the General Fire Proofing 
Company at Youngstown, Ohio, where all of his father’s inventions 
are manufactured. He was a soldier, with the rank of major, in World 
War Tl. Mrs. Straubel now resides in Green Bay and Mr. and Mrs. Wit- 
tig make their home at 710 South Monroe Avenue, Green Bay. 


GEORGE W. Coutts, Waukesha’s efficient mayor, who is serving 
for the fifth term as the executive head of the municipality, and is 
giving the city a most business-like administration, was born in 
Savannah, Ohio, August 21, 1897, his parents being James W. and 
Angelina (Quinn) Coutts, both natives of the Buckeye State. The 
father learned and followed the trade of woodworking, becoming the 
owner of a mill of that character. He was a son of George and Eliza- 
beth (Cobban) Coutts, both of whom were born in Aberdeen, Scot- 
land, whence they came to the new world and settled in Ohio in 
pioneer days. The maternal grandparents of George W. Coutts were 
James and Elizabeth (Gilquist) Quinn. 

George W. Coutts is the fourth in order of birth in a family of 
six children and in his early youth he entered the public schools of 
Savannah, Ohio, where he also attended an academy that later became 
the local high school. He pursued a course of home study in law 
and in mathematics and this proved of much worth to him after he 
entered business life and enabled him to forge ahead. 

The year 1915 witnessed Mr. Coutts’ arrival in Waukesha and in 
the following year he entered the employ of the Waukesha Motor 
Company, where he worked his way upward through various promo- 
tions until he became tool maintenance head. He has always been 
interested in the civic affairs of. the city and the weight of his 
influence has ever been on the side of progress, reform and improve- 
ment. In 1925 he was elected a member of the city council and con- 
tinued to serve in that capacity until 1934. In that year he was elected 
mayor and reelected in 1936. Two years later he was defeated for 
the office but was returned with the endorsement of the great ma- 
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jority of the voters in 1940, 1942 and 1944. He has closely studied 
municipal conditions and has done much to advance the general good. 
Since he has been in office the city has erected an addition to the high 
school; up-to-date radio equipment has been installed in the police 
station; an addition has been made to the library ; a cemetery chapel 
has been built; a large trunk line sewer has been installed, and other 
improvements have been carried steadily forward. He is thoroughly 
business-like in directing municipal affairs, is prompt, energetic and 
reliable and has made an excellent official at the head of the 
municipality. 

Mayor Coutts is a member of the American Society Planning 
Officials Club of Chicago and of the American Planning and Civic 
Association of Washington, D. C. He is serving on the selective 
service board and is the president of the Benefit Association of the 
Waukesha Motor Company. He is likewise a member of Local 1377 
of the International Machinists Union and is president of the church 
council of Trinity Lutheran Church, in which he has membership. 
His activities have always been directed in those channels through 
which flows the greatest and most permanent good to the greatest 
number and he has ever been actuated by a spirit of enterprise and 
progress. His personal record is characterized by many forward 
steps and at each advancement his vision has broadened and his 
opportunities increased. 

On the 12th of November, 1918, Mr. Coutts married Hattie B. 
Stark, of Waukesha, a daughter.of Christ and Anna (Yaeger) Stark, 
of this city. They have a family of six children, five of whom are yet 
living. Wallace S., born March 17, 1920, was attending the American 
Institute of Banking when he was called into active service during 
the second World War. He now holds the rank of first lieutenant in 
the heavy field artillery and has seen action in the European theater 
of war. He married Mary Ann Peplinsski, of Milwaukee. Anna, the 
oldest daughter, was born March 11, 1922, and holds a position of 
supervisor at the Waukesha National Bank. George W. Jr., born 
October 10, 1923, was a draftsman with the Waukesha Motor Company 
when he entered the United States Army during the second World 
War. As a corporal in the anti-aircraft division he has been in action 
in both the African and European zones of operation. tobert 5S., 
born August 6, 1925, became a cadet in the United States Army Air 
Force upon his graduation from the Waukesha high school. James 
W., better known as Jimmie, born December 10, 1936, is now in grade 
school. Mrs. Coutts is very active in Lutheran church work. 


Puitie C. KAMM, who for many years headed the grain broker- 
age firm of the P. C. Kamm Company and at the time of his death 
was the oldest member of the Milwaukee Stock Exchange, was born 
in Wiesentheid, Bavaria, Germany, April 15, 1855, and died in Mil- 
waukee, January 12, 1941, when in his eighty-sixth year. The greater 
part of his life was spent in this city, his residence in America dat- 
ing frorn 1877. In 1873 he went to Springfield, Ohio, for a visit and 
from there to his native land, and on his return to the United States 
settled in Milwaukee County. For a time he owned and managed the 
West Hamilton Brewing Company of Hamilton, Ohio, and later he 
engaged in the sale of brewery supplies for the Ullrich & Busch 
Company. 

On a visit to Milwaukee, Mr. Kamm made many friends and this 
influenced him to make the city his home. Here he was connected 
with the Asmuth Brewery Supply Company and later engaged in 
business as a partner of Max Hottelet as a grain merchant. In 1891 
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he established a grain business of his own and from that time for- 
ward was one of the leading representatives of the grain shipping 
business in Milwaukee. Becoming a member of the Stock ‘xchange, 
his association therewith was longer than that of any other, and all 
who knew him in the organization had for him the greatest respect. 

In 1837 Mr. Kamm married Anna Mather, who was born at 
Lyme, Connecticut, but was reared and educated in Hamilton, Ohio, 
where they were married. Mrs. Kamm passed from this life October 
31, 1925, after which Mr. Kamm made his home with his son Con- 
rad, their only child. In the early days he was a member of the 
Schlitz Kegel Klub and of various other German organizations of the 
city, and he had membership in the Richard Wagner lodge of the 
Knights of Pythias, at the age of eighty-six years being the only 
living charter member and on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary 
of his association therewith the lodge held a dinner in his honor and 
he was presented with the fifty year jewel. In his later years his 
magazines and his books were his constant companions. When he 
passed away he was mourned by his countless friends, particularly 
among the residents of German birth or descent with whom he had 
been closely associated in the business and social interests of the city. 

Conrad C. Kamm was born in Milwaukee in 1894 and was the 
only child of his parents to reach adult age. He attended public 
schools and the Milwaukee Academy and later became a student 
in Marquette University, while he received his degree in electrical 
engineering from the Stevens Institute of Technology at Hoboken, 
New Jersey, in 1922. For several years he engaged in electrical 
work as sales engineer for large corporations, and in that connection 
traveled over the entire United States and Kurope, but as his father 
advanced in years so that business became burdensome to him, Con- 
rad Kamm felt that he should remain in Milwaukee and relieve his 
father of much of the responsibility that devolved on him as presi- 
dent of the P. C. Kamm Company, the business having become one 
of the most important of the kind in the city. Accordingly he re- 
turned to Milwaukee, which had always been his home although 
his work kept him away most of the time, and on his father’s death 
he became president of the company, which has its grain elevator 
at 1300 South Forty-third Street, and he is a member of the Mil- 
waukee Grain and Stock Exchange. 

In 1916 Conrad Kamm married Norma Bauch, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of Hugo I. and Anna Bauch. They have an 
attractive country place at Thiensville, Ozaukee County, bordering 
the river on West Shoreland Drive. Mr. Kamm’s chief recreational 
interests are found in the enjoyment of country life when he can 
get away from the demands of business. 


JupcE Roscor R. Lucs, a resident of Elkhorn, is now occupying 
the bench of the County Court of Walworth County. He has been 
a lifelong resident of Wisconsin, and since his admission to the bar 
in 1916 has done much to uphold the high standards of his profes- 
sion and to advance the best interests of progressive citizenship. 

Born at Georgetown, Wisconsin, December 18, 1889, Judge Luce 
is a son of Rudolph and Ella (Carns).-Lace. .,. The Luce family 
originally lived in Virginia and the Carns were also from the 
South. The paternal grandparents were Perry and Nancy (Wayne) 
Luce, the latter a descendant of General Anthony Wayne, noted 
soldier of the American Revolution. Perry Luce followed the occu- 
pation of farming. He had a family of six children, a daughter, 
Nar, and five sons: James, Joseph and William, who became members 
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of the medical profession, practicing in different sections of Wis- 
consin; Silas, who became a clergyman; and Rudolph, who entered 
the educational field and devoted his early life to teaching school. 
In later years he was village marshal at Cashton, Wisconsin. 

Rudolph Luce married Ella Carns, a daughter of John and Anna 
Carns. The Carns family were numbered among the pioner resi- 
dents of Grant County, Wisconsin, and in those early days of set- 
tlement here Mrs. Anna Carns on one occasion shot a wolf from 
her doorstep. They had a family of five children: Elsie, Burr Jones, 
Frances, Roscoe R. and James. 

Judge Roscoe R. Luce began his education in the district schools 
of Grant County, Wisconsin, and then enrolled at the State Teachers 
College at Platteville, where he finished his course in 1911 and for 
a time engaged in teaching school. It was his ambition to become 
a member of the legal profession and his teaching merely supplied 
the necessary funds for his legal training. In 1912 he entered the 
University of Wisconsin School of Law and graduated with the 
Bachelor of Laws degree in 1916. 

In June, 1917, Judge Luce enlisted as a private in the Wisconsin 
National Guard at Whitewater and went overseas with the Amer- 
ican Expeditionary Force in February, 1918. Returning to the 
United States with the rank of sergeant in January, 1919, he re- 
ceived his discharge and took up the duties of civilian life. He began 
the practice of his chosen profession at Elkhorn, where he has since 
remained and, although advancement at the bar is proverbially 
slow, he forged steadily ahead, his practice growing in volume and 
importance with each passing year. He possesses an analytical, log- 
ical and inductive mind, as is manifested in his clear and concise 
presentation of a cause before the courts. Appreciation of his 
capability led to his appointment by Governor Blaine to the office 
of county judge in 1924. Since then he has remained the presiding 
officer in this court, the fairness and impartiality of his decisions 
being evidenced in the high regard entertained for him by the 
members of the bar who practice before him. 

Judge Luce belongs to the Walworth County, Wisconsin State 


and American Bar associations. He is also serving on the advisory: 


board of the county council of defense and is active in connection 
with the Red Cross. He is a Mason with membership in the Scot- 
tish Rite Consistory at Madison. He also belongs to the American 
Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars and the Walworth County Chap- 
ter of Disabled American Veterans, and is vice president of the 
Wisconsin Welfare Association. 

Judge Luce married Miss Julia West of Elkhorn, in 1919, also 
a member of an old pioneer family. Her father, Walter A. West, 
organized the Wisconsin Butter & Cheese Company at Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin, and was food and dairy commissioner of Wisconsin. 
The Luces have a daughter, Nancy, who received her elementary 
education at Kemper Hall at Kenosha, Wisconsin, and is now a 
student at Monticello College, Godfrey, Illinois. 


CAyLorRD ©. LOEINING, a member of the Winnebago County bar 
with offices in Neenah, his native city, was born December 9, 1907, 
and is a son of Otto E. and Ida (Schultz) Loehning. The father, 
who was born in Pomerania in East Prussia, was brought to America 
by his parents, Ernst and Augusta Loehning, when a young lad of 
eight years, the family making their way direct to Neenah, where 
they settled in 1883. Here Ernst Loehning was employed in various 
mills, while his son Otto was associated with the Neenah Paper Com- 
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pany for a half century, his last position, which he occupied for a 
number of years, being that of assistant superintendent. He died 
on Christmas day of 1942. His first wife, Ida (Schultz) Loehning, 
was also a representative of one of the early families that came from 
Prussia, Germany, to the new world and was quite young when her 
parents brought her to Wisconsin. She died when her son Gaylord 
was but two years of age and Otto E. Loehning afterward married 
Bertha Tank, who was born and reared in Oshkosh and who proved 
a real mother to the three children—Harvey, Esther and Gaylord C. 
—who were born of her husband’s first marriage. 

While spending his youthful days in his father’s home Gaylord 
C. Loehning attended the Lutheran parochial school and the high 
school of Neenah and entered upon his college work at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree at 
his graduation in 1930. He there continued for his law course, which 
he completed in 1932, when the LL.B. degree was conferred on him. 
He then opened an office in Neenah, where he has since actively en- 
gaged in practice, covering a period of eleven years. He has gained 
many clients during this time and for five years he has served as 
divorce counsel for the county and has also been police judge here 
for four years. He belongs to the Winnebago County Bar Associa- 
tion and to the Wisconsin State Bar Association. 

Mr. Loehning has also used his opportunities for activity along 
other lines, particularly in those fields where the best interests of 
society are promoted. He belongs to the Lutheran church and _ has 
served for a number of years as superintendent of its Sunday school, 
putting forth every effort to make the school attractive to the young 
and thus aid in character building. He is likewise a member of the 
Masonic fraternity, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Fraternal Order of Eagles—organiza- 
tions that recognize the brotherhood of man and the obligations which 
each individual owes to his fellow beings. He likewise has member- 
ship in the Kiwanis Club and served as lieutenant governor of its 
Central division in 1942, and he belongs to the Ridgeway Country 
Club. He finds outdoor recreation in fishing, which he greatly enjoys 
in his leisure hours. 

In September, 1933, Mr. Loehning was united in marriage to 
Louise Stadler, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Stadler, of 
Manawa, Wisconsin. Mrs. Loehning was educated in the Manawa 
schools and the Oshkosh Business College and she is a member of 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church. Mr. and Mrs. Loehning have three 
children: Jane, born June 9, 1934; Gail, born June 3, 1935; and 
Helen, born May 25, 1941. 


ALBERT O. TROSTEL JR., president of the firm of Albert Trostel 
& Sons, conducting an extensive tanning business in Milwaukee, is 
of the third generation of the family associated with this enterprise, 
having followed in the footsteps of his father, Albert O. Trostel, and 
of his grandfather, Albert Trostel, who was the founder of the 
business that through all the intervening years has figured as an 
important factor in the industrial life of this section of Wisconsin. 
Albert Trostel was born at Unterberken in Wurtemberg, Germany. 
He remained in the home of his parents, Michael and Louise Trostel, 
until he had completed a country school education and served an 
apprenticeship to the tanner’s trade, when, at the age of eighteen, 
he sailed for New York City, whence he came to Milwaukee. After 
working at farm labor for a short time he entered the employ of 
William Schroeder, a pioneer tanner, and four years later leased 
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the plant, which he operated for a year. During the succeeding 
twenty-eight years he was in partnership with August IF. Gallun, 
and the business was developed until they had one of the largest 
tanneries in the country. Following the dissolution of the partner- 
ship Albert Trostel operated independently until his sons joined him 
in the firm of Albert Trostel & Sons Company. He was a member of 
the German Old Settlers Club, the Deutscher Gesellschaft, the 
Deutscher Club, the Milwaukee Musikverein and the German-English 
Academy Association. He married Charlotte Gallun, who died in 
1899, while his death occurred November 3, 1907. They were par- 
ents of two sons and a daughter: Gustav J. A., who succeeded his 
father in the presidency of the company; Albert O.; and Ida, wife 
of Adolph Finkler, who became secretary of the company. 

The second son, Albert O. Trostel, who was born in Milwaukee 
in 1866 and attended the old Peter Engelmann school, now the Mil- 
waukee University School, became vice president of the Albert Tros- 
tel & Sons Company, while his elder brother, Gustav, was president. 
The latter died May 8, 19386, at the age of seventy-one years, while 
Albert O. Trostel passed away at the age of seventy. They had long 
conducted the business and Albert O. Trostel had become chairman 
of the board. He was also president of the Waukesha Roxo Company 
and a director of the Western Leather Company and the Joseph 
Schlitz Brewing Company, but the tanning of leather was his chief 
interest from the time he joined his father in the business, which 
gained a countrywide reputation. He was prominent in the club 
as well as social and business circles of the city, having membership 
in the University, Town, Wisconsin, Old Settlers and Milwaukee 
Country clubs, the German Literary Society and the [lks lodge. 

In 1905 Albert O. Trostel had married Clara Uihlein, daughter 
of Hdward Uihlein, of Chicago, and now a resident ot Milwaukee, 
although she was born and reared in Chicago, where her father was 
with the export division of the Joseph Schlitz Brewing Company. 
Albert O. and Clara (Uihlein) Trostel had two daughters and a son: 
Elinor, the wife of John K. Notz, of Chicago; Albert O.; and Beatrice, 
wife of Frederick Weicker, of New York. 

The son, born in Milwaukee in 1909, here acquired his early 
education in private schools and attended the German-English Acad- 
emy, after which he spent four years in study in Switzerland and in 
1930 was graduated from Dartmouth College with the Bachelor of 
Arts degree. He then joined the Trostel tanning business and has 
been a moving factor in its successful conduct since 1936, when the 
representatives of the second generation, his uncle Gustav and his 
father, Albert O. Trostel, passed away. He is familiar with every 
phase of leather manufacturing and it is no unusual thing for him 
to don the factory garb and go among the workers to assist them 
by counsel or direction of their activities, or to pass judgment upon 
a shipment of hides, all of which shows his familiarity with the 
industry, in which he has worked his way upward through merit 
and business ability. He is also president of the Waukesha Roxo 
Company and a director of the Western Lumber Company. 

Mr. Trostel married Kendrick Orr, a native of Evansville, Indi- 
ana, and a daughter of Samuel L. and Louise (Dunkerson) Orr, who 
are still residents of Evansville, where the father is president of the 
Orr Iron Company and of the Old National Bank. Mr. and Mrs. 
Trostel have a family of three children. The son, Albert O. Trostel 
III, is now attending the Milwaukee University school, which was 
the German-English Academy when his father was a student there 
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and the Peter Engelmann school when his grandfather attended. 
Janet Orr and Clara Louise are also students in the same school. 

Albert O. Trostel’s interest in the public welfare is shown in the 
fact that he is a member and one of the directors of the Milwaukee 
Association of Commerce and he is well known as a member of the 
University, Wisconsin, Milwaukee Country and Milwaukee clubs. 
He owns a lovely home at 3232 North Lake Drive in Milwaukee and 
a summer home at Hartland, Waukesha County. 


Hon. Rospert E. TEHAN, a prominent member of the Milwaukee 
bar who has rendered valuable legislative service to the state, is now 
a member of the Wisconsin Senate from the Fourth district. Born 
in Milwaukee, January 7, 1905, he is a son of James K. and Mary 
(Ryan) Tehan, both of whom were natives of Wisconsin but of 
Irish descent. His grandfather, James Tehan, became a resident of 
this city during the pioneer epoch in its development and worked 
as a railway employe. He died in 1916. The great-grandmother of 
Senator Tehan through the paternal line was a Hayden and belonged 
to one of the earliest families of Wisconsin. James E. Tehan was 
born in Milwaukee and spent most of his life in this city 
except for a few years in the West, where he went for the benefit 
of his health. He engaged in newspaper and insurance work and 
died in 1918. His wife, who is still living in Milwaukee, was born 
in Kenosha, Wisconsin, a daughter of James Maher Ryan, whose 
parents were Edmund and Mary (Daley) Ryan, who came to Wis- 
consin during its territorial days. The former, a native of the Ium- 
erald Isle, arrived here in 1840. Both of the great-grandfathers of 
Senator Tehan were members of the Territorial Assembly. 

Robert E. Tehan pursued his education in the Gesu grade school, 
Marquette Academy and Marquette University, winning his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1927 and his Doctor of Jurisprudence degree in 
1929. He was president of the Marquette Student Union for two 
years. Before preparing for the bar he was employed in the railway 
shops of Milwaukee and was also treasurer in connection with the 
Pabst theater. After successfully passing the required examination 
he began practicing in 1929 and with the firm of Rouiller & Doug- 
herty, with whom he remained for four years and since that time 
has practiced independently. He has a large clientele and has been 
connected with much important litigation heard in the courts of 
the district. His ability along that line led to his selection for legis- 
lative service and for three terms, in 1937, 1989 and 1941, he was 
4 member of the General Assembly. Public endorsement of his 
service in the House of Representatives came to him in 1942 when 
he was elected to the State Senate from the Fourth district. He 
was the keynote speaker at the state convention of his party in that 
year and his opinions have long carried weight in party councils. 
He is ever fearless in defense of his convictions and he has cham- 
pioned many measures which have proven of direct benefit and 
worth to the commonwealth. He is at present chairman of the 
Democratic State Central Committee. He belongs to the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the Milwaukee County Bar Association, 
and he also has membership with the Knights of Columbus. 

Senator Tehan married Louise M. Feltes, who was born in Mil- 
waukee and comes of Norwegian ancestry. Her parents, Nicholas 
and Anna (Horn) Feltes, are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Tehan 
have two sons: Robert Emmet Jr. and James Brian, both attending 
parochial school. 
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PAUL D. YOUNT is director of the division of correction in the 
State Public Welfare Department, with offices in the capitol. He 
was born in Catawba County, North Carolina, May 4, 1904, a son 
of Jaberry W. and Candace A. Drum Yount, who were also natives 
of North Carolina and representatives of old families of that state, 
both the paternal and maternal grandfathers having served as sol- 
diers of the Confederate Army in the Civil War. J. W. Yount re- 
moved with his family to Toledo, Ohio, in the year 1909, and there 
accepted a position with the Federal Bureau of Animal Husbandry. 
After serving for a number of years in that .capacity he retired 
from active life and returned with his wife to North Carolina in 
1938, locating in Marion, where they have since maintained their 
home.’ They had a family of four children. The oldest son, Hubert, 
lives in Boston, Massachusetts. Bryce, the second of the family, 
passed away in his early infancy. Reuel, of Seattle, Washington, the 
fourth child from this union, is now in the United States Army. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of Toledo, to which city he was taken by his parents when 
but five years of age, Paul D. Yount supplemented his high school 
course by two years’ study in the University of Toledo, and later 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation from Pomona 
College of Claremont, California, in June, 1927. He also took ex- 
tension work through Occidental College of Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia. The following year he enrolled as a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, where the Master of Arts degree was conferred on 
him in June, 1928. After leaving the University he joined the State 
Department of Public Welfare for one year. He then spent three 
and a half years in Toledo, Ohio. In January, 1934, he returned 
to the Wisconsin State Department of Public Welfare, Bureau of 
Probation and Parole, and has devoted the ensuing years to this 
public service. When he was with the department in 1928 he served 
as assistant probation and parole officer and opened the Green Bay 
branch office of the Bureau of Probation and Parole. In 1934 he was 
transferred to Marinette to open that branch office. In 1938 he 
opened the office in Janesville and in 1939 was transferred to Mil- 
waukee. In October, 1943, he was appointed director of the Divi- 
sion of Corrections of the State Department of Public Welfare, with 
offices in the capitol at Madison. He was then also appointed chair- 
man of the State Board of Parole. While engaged in his present 
capacity he has stressed the plan of developing the training pro- 
gram within the institutions so that the training is co-ordinated with 
good social and employment placement when released on parole to 
the field service while assisting the individual to adjust back to his 
place in community activity in the state. 

He has been a close and discriminating student of the complex 
and vital problems that have to do with his work and thus, through 
constantly broadening his knowledge, is also promoting his effi- 
ciency until he is today regarded as a very capable public official. 
He has membership in the Wisconsin Public Welfare Association, 
the Wisconsin Welfare Council, the National Probation Association, 
the Central States Probation and Parole Conference, the American 
Parole Association and American Prison Association, and thus at 
all times he keeps in touch with the trend of modern thought and 
procedure in connection with adult and juvenile delinquency, de- 
velopment of probation and parole planning and institution respon- 
sibilities. From the humanitarian standpoint he studies the prob- 
lems that arise, knowing that the “spark of good in every indi- 
vidual” may be fanned into the flame of clean, upright manhood 
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under correct stimulating conditions. He finds encouragement for 
his work in the excellent results that have been achieved, and his 
efforts are at all times permeated by a most earnest desire to be 
of helpfulness to those who need it. 

Mr. Yount was united in marriage on December 20, 1934, to 
Miss Helen Van Cleef, of Toledo, Ohio, at the Washington Congre- 
gational Church of Toledo, Ohio. She is a daughter of William 
Kent and Gypsy Sawyer Horr Van Cleef, who were natives of 
Wellington, Ohio. Miss Van Cleef was a suecessful teacher in the 
Toledo public schools, having gained her life certificate to teach in 
that state. Her training for this work was completed at the Bowling 
Green, Ohio, State Normal School. 

The two children of Mr. and Mrs. Yount are: William Jay, born 
August 24, 1936, at Menominee, Michigan, and John Edward, born 
June 5, 1942, at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The parents have member- 
ship in the Congregational church, in the work of which they are 
helpfully interested, and Mrs. Yount is also an active service worker 
in the American Red Cross. Their interests center in their home 
and in stimulating wholesome human relationships through which 
flow the greatest and most permanent good to the greatest number. 


NILE JuRGEN BEHNCKE, an artist of national reputation and now 
director of the Museum of Oshkosh, in which city he was born June 
4, 1893, has devoted practically his entire life to the development of 
his inherent powers and talent in the art field. His father, Gustav 
Behncke, possessed marked artistic talent, and exhibitions of his 
work may still be seen on some of the finest church interiors and the 
older private homes of the state. He was born in Hamburg, Ger- 
many, October 3, 1852, and studied art in his native land. His was 
an interesting and eventful life. He ran away from home to escape 
military training which was imperative in Germany and came to the 
United States, arriving June 2, 1872, when in his twentieth year, 
and in 1873 he reached Wisconsin. The glamour, romance and adven- 
ture of the West beckoned him, however, and he went to the Black 
Hills, where he found that freedom from restraint for which his soul 
had chafed. On one oceasion when in that section of the country his 
life was saved by federal soldiers when he had been captured by 
Indians. There, too, as a plainsman and frontiersman he found a 
colorful interest and inspiration to his artistic appreciation and upon 
his return to Wisconsin in 1875 he began his career as an interior 
decorator. While making his home in Oshkosh he was called to 
various parts of the state to decorate church interiors and many of 
the palatial residences of Wisconsin. He possessed marked talent as 
a draftsman as well as a marked appreciation of coloring and design. 
and occupied a foremost position in his chosen field. Art appreciation 
and talent have been family characteristics for generations. His 
parents were Jurgen and Ida (Reiper) Behncke, the latter a member 
of a sea-faring family, while his father was an artist. Gustav Behncke 
married Ida Heiss, and the record of her people shows that Bartholo- 
mew and Wilhelmina Heiss came from Bavaria and after landing on 
the Atlantic coast traveled westward to Milwaukee. He took up 
Government land at the outskirts of Oshkosh after continuing his 
journey with ox-team and wagon to this place, and upon his then 
uncultivated claim began farming in 1852. His daughter, Mrs. 
Behncke, was born in Nekini, Wisconsin, and became the wife of 
Gustav Behncke in 1879. They lived to celebrate their golden wedding, 
June 16, 1929. Both are now deceased, the mother having but recently 
passed away in November, 1944. 
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Nile Jurgen Behncke is the youngest of the five children born to 
his parents and has two sisters living—Mabel 'T. and Esther I. In an 
interview he gave the following account of his life, which gives a 
clear picture of his environment, his training and development. He 
said: “I was surrounded by art from early childhood, my father, 
being a painter, was my teacher. I have used water colors as a medium 
of expression for a number of years. My art is a personal expression, 
not influenced by other artists, but no doubt I react to all those men 
such as Sargent, Homer, Whorf and others whose works I admire, 
yet within me seems to be some sort of creative force which projects 
itself into my work as a purely personal expression. My choice of 
color is not conscious, or should I say studied. Subject matter plays 
an important part in my painting only as it furnishes an incentive. 
I paint a variety of subjects—bright autumn landscapes and winter 
snow scenes are among my favorites. I also enjoy doing unusual 
paintings, such as night scenes, mystic and highly imaginative sub- 
jects. Frequently flowers and still life groups are among my subjects.” 

Mr. Behncke is a member of the Painters and Sculptors Society 
of Wisconsin. His achievement in art is indicated in the fact that 
his work has been seen in many international exhibitions, including 
those of the Art Institute of Chicago, the Corcoran Gallery in 
Washington, D. C., the Buchanan Gallery of New York, the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the Art Institute of Mil- 
waukee and many other schools and museums. He has pictures in 
the permanent collections of the Art Institute of Chicago, the Coburn 
collection and various others, and he was granted the purchase prize 
at St. Mary’s College at Milwaukee and also at the Kohler school 
at Kohler, Wisconsin. His picture “The White House’ was given the 
greatest number of votes for the best water color at the Milwaukee 
Art Institute in November, 1984. His biography appears in Who’s 
Who in American Art and various articles concerning Mr. Behncke 
have appeared in such magazines as Art Digest, New York American, 
Milwaukee Journal and other publications. A New York art critic 
wrote of him, “Behncke’s paintings are especially notable. He is a 
colorist and paints with charm and distinction.” Helen Buchanan of 
New York wrote of him: “It is a pleasure and I do not hesitate to say 
it is an honor to have the privilege of presenting these paintings to 
the New York public,” while equally favorable comment has appeared 
in publications of Grand Rapids, Michigan, Des Moines, Iowa, Jackson, 
Mississippi, and in the Daily Northwestern of Oshkosh. 

Mr. Behncke’s father believed in the apprenticeship system and 
applied that idea to his son’s training. In school he was under the 
instruction of Miss Charlotte Molton and for several summers he 
painted from nature with Merten Greenhagen. In his father’s studio 
he painted in oil and occasionally in water color and at the age of 
seventeen he assisted his father in home and church interior 
decorating and also on theaters. For a number of years before and 
after his military service N. J. Behncke did designing, which included 
a variety of work, for the Oshkosh Engraving Company. 

In 1925 Mr. Behncke was invited to direct the work at the Oshkosh 
Public Museum, which gave him the chance to work with art, and 
he instituted monthly traveling art exhibitions from the American 
Federation of Arts, the Art Institute of Chicago and from eastern 
galleries. In 1925, assisted by his wife, he organized and directed 
the children’s Saturday morning creative art classes, which proved 
a great success, as many as three hundred children being sometimes 
enrolled. Since 1925 his leisure time has been devoted to water color 
painting and he has had exhibits of his work in various sections of 
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the country. It is also interesting to note that he was at one time 
a student under George P. Ennis, one of the greatest water color 
artists of America. 

During World War I Mr. Behncke served for seven months in 
Europe as a member of the Forty-ninth Machine Gun Company of 
the Kighty-third Division, and he is now a member of the American 
Legion. During the second World War Mr. Behncke conceived the 
idea of having his paintings in a rotary show in an effort to raise 
money for war organizations. In each city where the paintings are 
shown a selection is made from the exhibition and is given free to 
earn money for some war activity. Mr. Behncke leaves the selection 
of the painting and the manner of raising funds entirely to the spon- 
soring group, his only requirement being that the proceeds of the 
drive be given to some recognized service group. The plan has met 
with success throughout the country and Mr. Behnke is kept busy 
painting to replace the pictures so that the exhibit may be intact. 
In this way he is helping to aid the war effort and at the same time 
bringing pleasure into many lives. 

Mr. Behncke belongs to the Masonic order and he has membership 
in the Episcopal church, as does his wife, who in her maidenhood 
was Esther Bouffleur, of Tacoma, Washington. They were married 
in 1933. Mrs. Behneke is a graduate of the University of Washington 
and an art graduate of the University of Chicago, and she is now art 
director of the State Teachers College of Oshkosh, their art interests 
being one of the strong bonds in their companionship of interests and 
activities. Mrs. Behncke is also a member of the University Women’s 
Club. With great satisfaction to the public Mr. Behncke continues 
his work as director of the Oshkosh Public Museum, with which he 
has thus been identified since 1925 and he has shaped for it a definite 
policy. The fine exhibits of rare Dresden ware, ancient and modern 
glassware, painting and statuary afford a feast for beauty lovers. 
The building which houses the Museum was given to the city I'y 
Philetus Sawyer and is one of the showplaces of Oshkosh with its 
beautiful interior, where are seen the choicest and finest woods that 
were obtainable, and the building itself is surrounded by lovely 
landscaped gardens and lawns, constituting an outstanding addition 
to the attractive features of Oshkosh. 


JosEPpH FRANCIS WALSH, president of the Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin, with offices at 812 East State Street in Milwaukee, and 
who devotes a part of his time to his agricultural interests, was born 
in Cork, Ireland, February 15, 1887, a son of Jeremiah and Bridget 
(Walsh) Walsh, who were born and reared in Treland and thence 
came to the United States, where Mr. Walsh died. His wife then 
returned to Ireland, where their son, Joseph F., was born, and the 
mother passed away six months later. The little son, thus orphaned, 
was put in the care of his grandfather, seventy years of age, who 
brought him to America two years later and placed him in the care 
of an aunt. At the age of ten he was sent back to Ireland and placed 
in an orphanage until the age of sixteen. While he had little edu- 
eational advantage in the way of books, he was taught the shoe- 
maker’s trade, which he followed for one year. He also sold knick- 
nacks on the streets and carefully saved his money, for it was his 
dream to again come to the new world and in time, at the age of 
twenty, this became a realization. 

Landing once more in the United States, he worked for a brief 
period on a farm near 3rockton, Massachusetts, after which he went 
to Boston, where he was employed as bus boy in a restaurant, Along 
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that line he steadily worked his way upward and in two years had 
become chef and then steward, having employment in some of the 
best hotels and restaurants in the Middle West. He also held.a posi- 
tion with the Fred Harvey Company on the Santa Fe Railroad and 
that work brought him to the West. 

The year 1918 saw him in active connection with the business 
interests of Wisconsin, for he then went to Tennyson, where he pur- 
chased the P. J. Beiter stock of general merchandise for six hundred 
dollars. That he had advanced far by this time is indicated in the 
fact that when he landed in America he had little more than the 
twenty dollars which each immigrant was required to possess on 
coming to this country. He was strongly advised against the pur- 
chase,of the store in Tennyson by business men that warned him 
that the building of good roads, then being carried on, would kill 
the trade of small country stores, but Mr. Walsh acted on his own 
judgment, made the purchase and at once began to expand the busi- 
ness by securing new and enlarged stock that would meet every com- 
munity need—and the store was soon upon a profitable basis, it 
being necessary to enlarge his quarters from time to time. His first 
store room was only twenty-four by forty-eight feet, but hard work 
and progressive methods so developed the trade that much greater 
space was needed. Mr. Walsh gives all credit to his wife, for her 
assistance proved a strong factor in the growth of the business. 
Having attained a substantial measure of success, Mr. Walsh also 
ventured into other business. He was one of the organizers of the 
Potosi Oil Company, one of the first undertakings of this kind in 
Wisconsin, and after its sale he was instrumental in forming the 
Peoples Community Oil Company, of which he was made the presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Walsh saw the fulfillment of another of his early dreams when 
he became the owner of a farm. From the time he was earning 
twenty dollars a month he began figuring on how he might purchase 
land and eventually he acquired four hundred and eighty acres of 
fertile farm land near Patch Grove in Grant County. To this he has 
added from time to time until it now embraces almost fifteen hundred 
acres and its further cultivation and development is one of the chief 
interests of his active life. It is situated on highway 18. The family 
residence is in Tennyson. Mr. Walsh was also active in the forma- 
tion of the Tennyson Cooperative Creamery and the Farmers Ship- 
ping association. He has turned the management of his store over 
to his sons and the business is incorporated under the name of J. F. 
Walsh Sons, while Mr. Walsh devotes his time and attention to his 
farm and to his duties as president of the Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin. 

It was in 1910 that Mr. Walsh married Ann Wallenhorst, whose 
father, Henry Wallenhorst, was one of the original settlers of Ten- 
nyson. He established a retail lumber yard at Potosi and also engaged 
in mining. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Walsh, of 
whom one, Robert Emmet, died in infancy, the others being: Blanche, 
who is now Sister Patricia Ann of the Order of Franciscan Sisters 
at Silver Lake, Manitowoc, Wisconsin; Clifford, who is now general 
manager of the business conducted by the J. F. Walsh Sons, and 
acts as personal manager of the Tennyson store; Robert, now with 
the Seabees, was manager of the store in Potosi; Parneli, who was 
drafted for service, was manager of the Muscoda store; Donald, who 
is in the United States Army, serving as a corporal in the Coast 
Anti-Aircraft Corps; and Patricia, still in school. In addition to the 
six children of their own, Mr. and Mrs. Walsh have reared and 
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educated two others: Walter, who is in the aircraft service at the 
age of eighteen; and Marvin, seventeen years of age. These two 
boys lost their mother when quite young and plans were being made 
to place them in an orphanage, but Mr. Walsh, knowing from experi- 
ence what that means, and with the full consent of his warm-hearted 
wife, took the two homeless lads to share their home and love. The 
family belongs to St. Andrew’s Catholic Church and Mr. Walsh has 
membership in St. Andrew’s Benevolent Society, the Knights of 
Columbus and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. He enjoys drama 
and formerly took part in church and school plays at St. Andrews, 
and yet enjoys a good play or moving picture. He is a stalwart 
champion of education and aided in obtaining for Tennyson an ac- 
credited parochial school. For ten years he was a member of the 
school board and he organized the Rural School Association of Wis- 
consin and is a director. 

Mr. Walsh also organized the Cooperative Farmers Association 
in Grant County. Politically he was one of the original members 
of the Progressive party in Wisconsin and a supporter of the La Fol- 
lettes, but later disagreed with their platform and joined the Pro- 
gressive Republicans to aid in the defeat of the La Follette organi- 
zation. He helped organize the Union party and was a candidate for 
governor on its ticket and he served as state secretary of the Coali- 
tion movement. He has been a member of the town board of Potosi 
and was instrumental in eliminating taxes for the years 1952 and 
1933 in the town. He also was a member of the county board six- 
teen years and served on its finance, highway and bridges committee. 
He was the Republican candidate for Congress in 1944. 

Mr. Walsh’s farming interests now share his time with his posi- 
tion as president of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, which was 
the outgrowth of the efforts and influence of Archbishop Feehan of 
Chicago, who was then a parish priest in Nashville, Tennessee. A 
meeting was called in 1877, at which time a constitution and by-laws 
were drawn up under the name of Catholic Knights of America. In 
1885 the Wisconsin branches organized the Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin to provide low cost insurance for Catholic men, adopting an 
assessment policy, which in 1929 was changed to the legal reserve 
plan of protection and now furnishes all modern forms of life and 
endowment insurance for all Wisconsin Catholics from birth to the 
age of sixty. Today the society has over $17,000,000 of insurance in 
force-and under the able and wise guidance of Mr. Walsh the busi- 
ness is being steadily developed. 


Dr. GORDON J. SCHULZ, who has had comprehensive training and 
experience and is now successfully practicing as a physician and sur- 
geon at Union Grove, enjoys a wide and enviable reputation, being 
classed among the leaders in his profession in this part of the state. 
Born in Milwaukee, November 20, 1905, he is a son of Otto and Frieda 
(Ehne) Schulz, who also were natives of Milwaukee. His grandfather 
on the paternal side was Otto J. Schulz, who was brought trom Ger- 
many by his parents when but seven years of age, so that the family 
is one of the oldest of Milwaukee. He became a traveling salesman, 
selling hats and caps for many years, traveling over Wisconsin for 
about a half century, and he was written up in the papers of the state 
as its oldest living traveling salesman. In politics he was a stanch 
Republican, giving earnest and active support to the party. The ma- 
ternal grandfather of Doctor Schulz was John Ehne, who also came 
from Germany in his boyhood days and for a time he operated the only 
“wood pattern shop in Milwaukee, the first of its kind in the state. For 
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many years he carried on the business under the firm name of John 
Ehne & Son, and the latter still conducts the plant. 

Otto Schulz, the doctor’s father, became a traveling salesman and 
remained on the road for many years, representing different commer- 
cial interests for about three decades. Subsequently he engaged in the 
men’s furnishing goods business at Fourteenth and Vliet streets in 
Milwaukee, but at present is active as a salesman for the American 
Furniture Company. He has a wide acquaintance in the territory that 
he has visited and is highly esteemed by his patrons. To him and his 
wife were born two sons and two daughters, of whom the doctor is the 
eldest. Florence is the wife of Norman W. Gilsdorf, of Medina, Ohio, 
and they have four children—Norman, Robert, William and Anne. 
Harold is teaching in the Junior Trade School as an instructor in in- 
dustrial arts, and Dorothy Ann, the youngest of the family, is at home. 

Doctor Schulz received his early educational training in the public 
schools of Milwaukee and was graduated from the West Division high 
school with the class of 1923. ile then entered Marquette University, 
taking a two-year pre-medical course, and next enrolled as a student 
in the Marquette University medical school. He also served as an 
interne for two years at Columbia Hospital, Milwaukee, and an affili- 
ated service at the Milwaukee Children’s Hospital and the Milwaukee 
Isolation Hospital, gaining that broad and valuable experience that 
hospital service brings. In 1931 the M. D. degree was conferred on 
him and he became resident physician and surgeon at the Johnston 
Emerecney Hospital in Milwaukee, remaining there until 1933. He 
then came to Union Grove and has since practiced here, a very exten- 
sive patronage being accorded him as the years have passed by. For 
the past ten years he has served as county physician in addition to 
attending to the onerous duties of his large private practice. He was 
a member of the State Medical Society committee on rural accident and 
health. He is at present vice president of the Racine County Medical 
Society and a member of the American Medical Association and the 
State Medical Society. Through the proceedings of these bodies he 
keeps in touch with the advancement that is continually being made as 
scientific investigation brings to light new truths coneerning the laws 
of health. He does his own X-Ray work, has a finely equipped office 
supplied with the latest improved devices for medical and surgical 
work and he drives about two thousands miles a month in making 
needed professional calls. In 1935 the story of his work appeared in 
an article in the American Magazine under the heading of “Hardships 
of Country Doctors.” He had spent three days in a farm house, 
snowed in, and finally had to walk nine miles through deep snow, tak- 
ing him ten hours, while his car was snowbound at the farm house for 
five weeks. Difficulties and obstacles, however, do not deter the doctor 
when he feels that he can render service to suffering humanity. 

On the 8th of July, 1933, Doctor Schulz was married to Miss Rhea 
Hicks, a daughter of Andrew and Stella (Barber) Hicks, both natives 
of Wisconsin. Her father was a railroad man for thirty years, spend- 
ing most of the time in Sheboygan. Mrs. Schulz was born in Fond du 
Lac, Wisconsin, November 18, 1908, and is a graduate nurse, having 
completed her studies at Columbia Hospital, Milwaukee, following one 
year at the University of Wisconsin. She was graduated in 1931 at 
Columbia Hospital. Her father died in 1935 and her mother passed 
away in 1928. Doctor and Mrs. Schulz are the parents of three chil- 
dren: John Gordon, born November 14, 1934; Richard Harold, born 
March 10, 1938; and Jane Elizabeth, born November 8, 1940. Mrs. 
Schulz was president in 1943 of the Parent-Teacher Association of 
the Racine-Kenosha Rural Normal School and is a past matron of the 
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Eastern Star chapter in Union Grove. Both the doctor and his wife 
are much interested in the Boy Scouts and she served as den mother of 
one of three cub groups of the order, while the doctor’s activity in 
behalf of the Scouts led to his receiving a certificate of merit for three 
years’ outstanding work on the committee and in 1945 he was elected 
to the executive council of Racine County. He was president of the 
Union Grove Commercial Club for the years 1948-45, is a member of 
the Racine Country Club and belongs to the Masonic order and to the 
Methodist church, of which he is finance chairman. His political alle- 
giance is given the Republican party. Golf, bowling and fishing con- 
stitute his chief interests when he has a leisure hour. His interests 
have always centered in those plans and projects which promote the 
civic ‘and religious welfare, as his work, professional and otherwise, 
is in tune with the spirit of progress that makes for character develop- 
ment and community upbuilding. His duties as a physician and sur- 
geon are always performed with the utmost sense of conscientious 
obligation and he ranks high among those who have conferred honor 
and dignity upon the medical profession in Wisconsin. 


Dr. Epwin HENES JR. has been an outstanding figure in med- 
ical circles for many years, and although he is now retired from 
active professional work he is still deeply interested in all that 
pertains to the advancement and progress that are being made 
in connection with medical science. He has carried his researches 
far and wide into this field, with the result that he has made valu- 
able contributions to medical literature. Private and family  busi- 
ness affairs now claim much of his time and attention. 

Doctor Henes was born in New York City, January 28, 1885, a 
son of Edwin and Caroline (Schiffer) Henes, both now deceased. 
His paternal grandfather, Louis Henes, had come to America early 
in the nineteenth century in company with Carl Schurz and a col- 
ony of German people. These pilgrims settled in Wisconsin and it 
was in Milwaukee that Isdwin, son of Louis, was born in 1850. 
In young manhood he pursued a course in pharmacy at the New 
York College of Pharmacy in New York City, and practiced this 
profession for a short time. He then became associated with George 
Ehret in the conduct of his breweries in New York, which grew to 
the largest business of its kind in the United States. He retired 
from business in 1920 and spent his declining years in travel. As 
a prominent citizen of New York he served on many committees 
for public welfare and was active in musical circles. Perhaps he 
is best remembered for his interest as trustee and treasurer of the 
German Hospital, now Lenox Hill Hospital, of New York City. 
Since his demise in 1924 other members of the family have devoted 
their time and service to this institution. It was in 1879 that he 
married Miss Caroline Schiffer, who was born in New York City 
in 1861 and died January 2, 1938. They had a family of four chil- 
dren. Caroline first married Edward Bolter of Chicago but is now 
the wife of Dr. Carl Eggers, a prominent surgeon of New York 
City. She has taken an active part in hospital and charity work, 
being president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Lenox Hill Hos- 
pital. She is also prominent and active in musical circles and is 
a director of Town Hall. Harry W. Henes, who died in 1918, at the 
age of thirty-one years, was an engincer engaged in steel construc- 
tion work and manufacturing. During the first World War he served 
with the intelligence service of the United States Army. Louis G. 
Henes, who died in 19852, was graduated from Columbia University 
‘on completing a course in engineering. He was connected with the 
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Pratt & Whitney Electric Company at the time of the San. Fran- 
cisco earthquake but severed his connections with this firm in order 
to form his own company for the rebuilding of the electrical systems 
along the Pacific Coast. 

Dr. Edwin Henes Jr. attended private and public schools in 
New York, the College of the City of New York and won his Bach- 
elor of Arts degree in 1907 from Columbia University. He then 
matriculated in the College of Physicians and Surgeons. During 
these days of preparation for his life work he was also serving as 
assistant at the Marine Biological Laboratory at Woods Hole, Mas- 
sachusetts. After receiving his M. D. degree in 1910 he began 
his internship at Lenox Hill Hospital of New York City, remaining 
there until 1912. Desiring to broaden his knowledge and _ profes- 
sional thought he went to Europe, where he attended postgraduate 
classes at the universities of Freiburg and Berlin in Germany 
during the years 1912-13. Upon his return from abroad he re- 
turned to the Lenox Hill Hospital, where he became admitting 
physician during 1918 and attending physician and chief of the 
out-patient department in 1916. 

With the outbreak of the first World War Doctor Henes volun- 
teered his services and was commissioned a lieutenant in the United 
States Army Medical Corps and some months later was advanced 
to the rank of captain and later was promoted to the chief of 
medical service at the United States General Hospital No. 12 at 
Biltmore, North Carolina, during 1918-19. After the close of hos- 
tilities he became a member of the Medical Officers Reserve Corps 
and now holds the rank of major. He offered his services for duty 
in the second World War but his application was refused. 

Doctor Henes left his native city after his discharge from the 
army and came to Milwaukee in 1920 and was soon active in private 
practice and hospital work. He was immediately made attending 
physician at the Milwaukee County Hospital and also attending 
and consulting physician at the Milwaukee County Dispensary and 
for several years was medical consultant for the State of Wis- 
consin and upper Michigan for the United States Veterans Bureau. 
He practiced largely as a consultant and was a fellow of the Amer- 
ican College of Physicians. Becoming intensely interested in the 
subject of medical education for physicians, he has done much to 
advance knowledge among the members of the profession and thus 
promote their efficiency. In 1923 he was made executive secretary 
of what is now The Inter-State Postgraduate Medical Association 
of North America, being for ten years the moving factor in that 
organization, which brought him in close contact with the most emi- 
nent physicians and surgeons of America and Europe. He resigned 
that office in 1932 and at the same time largely withdrew from 
medical practice in order to devote his full time to the management 
of his private affairs. 

It would be impossible, however, for Doctor Henes to cease 
feeling a deep interest in professional activities and advancement, 
and he is still a member of the Milwaukee County and Wisconsin 
State Medical societies, is a life member and president of the Mil- 
waukee Academy of Medicine and a life member of The Inter-State 
Postgraduate Medical Association, of which he was formerly execu- 
tive secretary. He is also a fellow of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation and has membership connections with the American Child 
Health Association, the Wisconsin Anti-Tuberculosis Association, the 
American Heart Association and many others. He is a member of 
Alpha Mu Pi Omega, medical fraternity, and has twice been pres- 
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ident of Gamma Chapter, and is a member of the executive commit- 
tee of the Inter-Fraternity Conference. Doctor Henes is the author 
of numerous articles resulting from his original research investi- 
gations on cholesterin: “Cholesterin and Cholesterinemia”; “Origin 
of Gall Stones”; ‘“Nephritis’; ‘Diseases of Metabolism”; ‘Wasser- 
mann Reaction’; “Typhoid Fever”; “Typhoid Carriers” ; and other 
subjects appearing in various medical journals, and he also was 
editor and publisher of the “Proceedings of the Inter-State Post- 
graduate Medical Association of North America” from 1925 through 
1931. 

Before going to Europe in August, 1912, Doctor Henes married 
Miss Irma L. Manegold, who accompanied him to Germany. She 
was born in Milwaukee, a daughter of Charles and Anna (Kretchmar) 
Manegold. Her grandfather, Charles Manegold Sr., built and oper- 
ated one of the early flour mills of the city. He married Wilhelmina 
Notbohm. Their son, Charles Jr., learned the miller’s trade under 
his father’s direction and became a member of the milling firm of 
Hotchkiss & Manegold, remaining active along that line of business 
until 1910. In the meantime he had become interested in the Mil- 
waukee Western Malting Company and in 1899 became the owner 
and manager of the Milwaukee-Waukesha Brewing Company, con- 
ducting the business now known as the Fox Head Waukesha Corpora- 
tion. He always displayed a helpful interest in public affairs, serv- 
ing as one of the first park commissioners and assisting in the in- 
auguration of Milwaukee’s park system. As a member of the first 
park board he made the original purchase of what is now Lake Park, 
Washington Park and other parks of the city. He traveled 
extensively, both in this country and in South America, and made 
many trips to Europe and the near East with his family. He married 
Anna Kretchmar on the 16th of October, 1875. She was a daughter 
of Robert Kretchmar, a native of Germany, who became one of the 
early butchers and meat packers of Milwaukee. Their daughter. 
Mrs. Henes, is a graduate of ‘Vassar College with the class of 1908. 
Charles Manegold Jr. was a director of the First National Bank 
and he belonged to the German Lutheran church, to which he was a 
most generous contributor. He died July 7, 1928, while his wife 
preceded him, passing away in 1926. 

Doctor and Mrs. Henes have two children: Virginia, born in 
January, 1914, and Edwin III, born in November, 1916. The 
daughter was graduated from Vassar College in 1936 and has been 
very active in the Children’s Theater movement as a coach and 
teacher. She was also very active in the Junior League. During 
the second World War she did her patriotic duty in the manufactur- 
ing plant of the Allen-Bradley Company of Milwaukee as supervisor 
of recreation among the employes, thus promoting morale work in 
the plant. On July 29, 1944, she was married to Arthur Young Jr., 
son of Mrs. Martin A. Fladoes, of Milwaukee, and a nephew of the 
late General “Billy” Mitchell. Mr. Young is an engineer with the 
Allen-Bradley Company of Milwaukee. In addition to their Mil- 
waukee residence the Henes family has a country home at Minocqua 
in northern Wisconsin, which has been beautifully landscaped with 
shrubs and trees, including many magnificent birch and pine trees, 
making it one of the most attractive places in that section of the 
state. At the outbreak of the war in 1941 Doctor and Mrs. Henes 
vacated their old home at 2936 West Highland Boulevard and now 
occupy an apartment at the Cudahy Tower overlooking the lake. 
Doctor Henes maintains a busy office in the Colby-Abbott building, 


- 759 North Milwaukee Street, devoting most of his time to executive, 
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financial and fiduciary affairs. His interest in the medical profession 
continues, however, as trustee of the Milwaukee Academy of Medi- 
cine, as chairman of the executive committee of the so-called Mil- 
waukee Physicians’ Committee, a component of the National Physi- 
cians’ Committee for the lxtension of Medical Service. Doctor Henes 
is also devoting some of his time to the organization and develop- 
ment of continuation studies for returning physicians who were 
active in service during the present war, and to the “Social Rehabili- 
tation” of the discharged world war veterans. 


CARL E. STEIGER as president of the Deltox Rug Company is one 
of the leading business men of Oshkosh. The product they manufac- 
ture—fibre, wool and fibre, sisal cotton rugs and automobile seat 
covering fabric—are sold throughout the nation and have made the 
city of Oshkosh known to all the world. Although he entered upon a 
business already firmly established, his sound and practical business 
policies have resulted in a greater expansion of the business, bringing 
not only prosperity to the firm but to the city as well, for they employ 
over three hundred men and women. 

About the middle of the nineteenth century Jacob J. Steiger left 
his native city of Grundenwald, Switzerland, and made his way to 
Fremont, Waupaca County, Wisconsin. There he met and married 
Amelia Rifland, who had come from the Schleswig-Holstein district 
of Denmark. Mr. Steiger was called for service in the Civil War and 
served under General U. S. Grant in Company K, Seventeenth Regi- 
ment of the Wisconsin Infantry. Following his discharge from 
military service Mr. Steiger returned to I'remont and engaged in 
dairy farming. Soon he was able to open a Swiss cheese factory, the 
first in that section of the state. To him and his wife were born 
two sons and two daughters: J. J., who is living in Medford, Oregon; 
Emil H., who died November 21, 1929; Minnie, now Mrs. Henry 
Boyson; and Clara, deceased, who was the wife of Jacob Hofberger. 

Emil H. Steiger was born September 17, 1871, at Fremont, Wis- 
consin. He attended the public schools of Fremont and the Oshkosh 
Business College and then entered business life as the associate of 
his brother in the lumber trade at Fremont. This was about the time 
of the Spanish-American War and there was a shortage of the binder 
twine which is used by the farmers in shocking corn and wheat. 
This twine had always been imported from the Dutch Kast Indies 
and the Philippines. The Minneapolis Grass Matting Company con- 
ceived the idea of manufacturing the binder twine from American 
wire grass which was grown extensively around Oshkosh. Accord- 
ingly they erected a plant there and began to make the twine by 
laying up the strands of wire grass and binding them together, 
spiraling cotton threads or yarns around them. Mr. Steiger became 
interested in securing contracts from the farmers for the cutting 
and baling of this American wire grass and in other preliminary 
phases of the work. The business proved highly successful the first 
season but during the winter months the stocks rotted away. 
Naturally the budding enterprise was ended right there. However, 
Mr. Steiger felt something could be done with the wire grass, for 
he recalled that China grass matting sold readily and held up well. 
He was instrumental in forming the Oshkosh Grass Matting Com- 
pany and after some experimenting they secured looms and set up 
business in making grass rugs. When the rugs were made Mr. 
Steiger toured the country to sell his products and secure orders for 
more the additional season. In 1900 a reorganization took place and 
the Deltox Grass Rug Company was formed. For many years they 
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manufactured a large line of rugs and runners made of this American 
wire grass. One of the reasons the rugs proved so successful was 
due to their sturdy qualities and the ease with which they could be 
cleaned. They were water-proof and had a hard glassy outer surface 
which dirt could not penetrate. 

In 1912 the company built a large warehouse to accommodate the 
ever increasing trade. Shortly after it was completed President 
Theodore Roosevelt came to Oshkosh and addressed a crowd of about 
eleven thousand in this warehouse. The grass rug on which he stood 
during the ceremony was given him and for years it graced his home 
at Oyster Bay, New York. 

Until the time of the first World War grass rugs were in popular 
demand, and the Deltox Rug Company was a thriving business. Then 
a firm in the East began to experiment with Kraft sulphite fibre, 
weaving it into yarns and then into rugs. This Kraft paper is nothing 
more than heavy brown wrapping paper especially prepared and 
screened for twisting to give greater tensile strength, which is then 
ironed with hot rollers to give a harder surface finish to give greater 
wear resistance. Moreover the paper can be dyed first and then 
woven into different designs instead of just stenciling the color or 
design on the rug after it was made, as had been done with grass rugs. 
The Deltox Company offered its first Kraft fibre rugs to the country 
in 1922. Shortly afterward they began to experiment with basket 
weave, twill weave, herring-bone weave and several other weaves to 
improve the eye appeal and durability of their product. 

Realizing that all their products were not being used exclusively 
on sun porches, the company began to manufacture full size room 
rugs that could be used the year around. This greatly increased their 
business, for rugs could be made for every room in the house. In 1926 
they secured a number of jacquard looms and after rebuilding them 
to adapt their heavier yarns they brought out a line of wool and fibre 
rugs. These have two faces—the wool being kept on the top while 
the fibre is used on the lower or back side of the rug. By weaving 
through both sides a pattern is developed and this particular style is 
known to the trade as blended rugs. This is especially popular since 
the rug is reversible. Because of the scarcity of wool during the 
second World War the company experimented with cotton and rayon 
as a substitute for wool in these rugs, and very few of their customers 
were able to notice the difference. 

At the beginning of the second World \ Tay the Deltox Company 
offered their facilities to the Government for whatever use it could 
best be put to win the war. ‘They were given a contract for the manu- 
facture of heavy canvas and have devoted a number of looms to this 
work, each working twenty-four hours a day. They also manufacture 
tape for camouflage nets and cocoa matting for navy ship fenders. 

As styles change the industry has been adapted to meet the de- 
mands. In the early days when they were working only during the 
spring or summer months on grass rugs they developed the cotton 
tufted rug as a fill-in for the fall and winter months. Today this is 
one of their best sellers, for these scatter or throw rugs are used in 
odd corners, under cocktail tables, in front of fireplaces and in 
doorways. 

Mr. Emil H. Steiger was president of the Deltox Rug Company 
until his death. He was also the executive head of the Steiger Realty 
Company, a prosperous and growing concern of Milwaukee. He was 
also identified with the Oshkosh Pure Ice Company and the Shawano 
Lumber Company. He has served on the directorate of the Philips 
Company and the Niedhoefer Company, wholesale rug and carpet 
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company of Milwaukee. Mr. Steiger had membership in the Elks 
lodge and the Milwaukee Athletic Club. He married Sophia Faust, 
a daughter of Peter and Sophia (Wurl) Faust. Their family num- 
bered four children: Car] E., Emil Jr., Sophia and Frances. Emil Jr. 
attended St. John’s Military Academy and was a member of the 
Student Army Training Corps during the first World War and is 
now associated with the Deltox Rug Company as secretary. Sophia is 
a graduate of Highland Hall and is now the widow of Herman Roth 
and the mother of two children: Emil and Frances. Frances attended 
Eli Court School for Girls and is the wife of Willis Fanning. 

Carl E. Steiger, born June 16, 1896, received his education at 
St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin. He enlisted 
for service in the first World War, serving with the rank of first 
lieutenant at Camp Pike, Arkansas, continuing there until the end of 
hostilities. He then entered the University of Wisconsin and com- 
pleted his education. He began working for his father in the Deltox 
Rug Company, working in every department to thoroughly acquaint 
himself with all phases of the work. He was well qualified to take 
over the responsibilities of president following his father’s death in 
1929. Since then he has ably directed the activities of the firm, mak- 
ing good the company’s slogan that their rugs are used “all through 
the house—all through the year.” Today they are producing a very 
large line of cotton tufted bath and bedroom rugs, cotton tufted 
scatter rugs, a popular line of fibre textured rugs, heavy canvas and 
medium heavy webbing and until automobile production was curtailed 
due to the war they manufactured a line of automobile seat covering 
material of fibre. The manufacture of grass rugs was discontinued 
about 1930 because of the keen competition in this field from Japan. 

Mr. Carl E. Steiger was married on January 26, 1924, to Miss 
Ruth Storms, the daughter of Albert W. and Minnette Storms, of 
Chicago. Mrs. Steiger is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
and is now the mother of five children: Donald, Constance, Ann, 
Mary and William. The family attends the Trinity Episcopal Church, 
where Mr. Steiger is senior warden. He has membership in the Elks 
Club and the Oshkosh Country Club and is a director of the Four 
Wheel Drive of Clintonville. 


JAMES J. KERWIN, District Attorney of Milwaukee County 
through appointment of Governor Walter S. Goodland, for whom he 
had formerly been personal attorney, is a native Milwaukeean, son 
of Michael and Johannah (Darmody) Kerwin, both now deceased. 
The father, who was born in Ireland, died in Milwaukee August 6, 
1941, at the very venerable age of ninety-three years, having lived 
a most interesting life that included a sojourn in Egypt with Lord 
Wolseley’s expedition. His wife, who was born in Troy, New York, 
was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Darmody. Her father died 
in Troy, after which her widowed mother brought the little girl to 
Wisconsin. Her mother was of the Cass family of Madison, where 
she met Michael Kerwin and later became his wife. Her death oc- 
curred November 6, 1926. They were the parents of two children: 
James J. and Mary B. The daughter is now the wife of John KE. 
Martin, the present attorney general of Wisconsin. 

In his youthful days James J. Kerwin attended the M'lwaukee 
public schools and Marquette Academy, now the Marquette high 
school, and he concluded his preparation for the bar by his gradua- 
tion from Marquette University Law School. He enlisted for service 
in the first World War, being on duty with artillery and casual de- 
tachments, and following his return home after the close of hostili- 
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ties in Europe he took up the practice of law in Milwaukee, continu- 
ing in private practice until appointed to his present position. Mr. 
Kerwin is a member of the Cudworth Post of the American Legion, 
also of the Milwaukee County, Wisconsin State and American Bar 
associations. 

Mr. Kerwin was instrumental in bringing Walter 8. Goodland 
from his political retirement and again making him an active factor 
in connection with the political history of the state and he repre- 
sented the present chief executive when he was pressing his claim 
to be governor before the Wisconsin Supreme Court after the death 
of Governor-elect Orland S. Loomis. He had been instrumental in 
bringing about his election as lieutenant governor and felt that 
he was legally entitled to the office when death removed Mr. Loomis 
only a few days before he would have taken office as governor. He 
was one of the original organizers of the Republican-Democratic 
coalition in 1937-1938 and was elected chairman of the statewide 
committee. This movement resulted in the defeat of the entire Pro- 
gressive state ticket and the election of John P. Heil as governor; 
Alexander Wiley, United States senator; Walter Goodland, lieuten- 
ant governor; Fred Zimmerman, secretary of state; John M. Smith, 
treasurer; John E. Martin, attorney general. 

In 1934 Mr. Kerwin had been appointed by Governor Schmede- 
man as special assistant attorney general in charge of the prosecu- 
tion of dairy marketing law violations. Later, with the approval 
of Governor Heil, he was engaged by the State Highway Commis- 
sion to study highway laws and prepare amendments to be brought 
before the Legislature. His amendments were submitted to the Gen- 
eral Assembly of 1943, were passed and are now on the statute 
books of the state. Following the installation of Governor Goodland 
as Wisconsin’s chief executive he appointed Mr. Kerwin to the office 
of executive secretary. In March, 1943, he resigned this position to 
become district attorney of Milwaukee County, succeeding Herbert 
J. Steffes, who had been called to the bench of the Municipal Court. 
Mr. Kerwin has always been fearless in defense of his honest con- 
victions and he has been particularly active in the suppression of 
gambling, in which connection he received the strong endorsement 
of churches and private clubs. He has sought earnestly to preserve 
the legal rights of the general public. 

Mr. Kerwin’s wife was formerly Miss Martha Wahl, a native of 
Chicago, Illinois. His two children are: Mary Patricia, who attended 
Ripon College and is a graduate of the State Teachers College at 
River Falls, Wisconsin; and David Kerwin, who is a graduate of 
River Falls high school. He enlisted for service in the Navy Air 
Corps and is now in training at Northfield, Minnesota. The family 
home is at 3443 North Frederick. 


DANIEL FRANCIS RYAN, secretary of the Wisconsin state court 
of the Catholic Order of Foresters, having his office and residence 
at 1967 North Oakland Avenue in Milwaukee, was born at Green- 
field, Milwaukee County, May 8, 1867, his birthplace being the 
farm that belonged to his parents, Thomas and Elizabeth (Kelly) 
Ryan, both of whom are now deceased. Both the father and mother 
were born in Ireland and they were married in New York State, 
after which they resided at Port Chester for a short time and then 
came to Wisconsin in 1862. Mr. Ryan served as a soldier of the 
Civil War, being a member of the Twenty-fourth Wisconsin Regi- 
ment. To him and his wife were born ten children, of whom nine 
have now passed away. The father was a pioneer farmer of St. 
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Croix County and was also active and prominent in community 
affairs, serving as a member of the school board and of the town 
board. He died in 1905. 

Daniel F. Ryan was only five weeks old when his parents moved 
with their family in a covered wagon from Greenfield to New 
Richmond, St. Croix County, three weeks being required to com- 
plete the journey. He attended the country school near the home 
farm and also spent a year as a pupil in the New Richmond high 
school. Much of his early youth was devoted to the farm work 
and he early became familiar with the best methods of tilling the 
soil and caring for the crops. He continued to engage in farming 
until he reached the age of twenty-four years and then came to 
Milwaukee, where he spent fourteen years as an employe of the 
city in the public library. He also spent a similar period in the 
employ of the Register of Probate of Milwaukee County and for 
twenty years he has been with the Catholic Order of Foresters of 
Wisconsin, filling the office of sceretary for the past seven years. 
This is one of the strong life insurance companies of the country, 
having been established sixty years ago, on the 23d of May, 1882. 
The Wisconsin branch of the order was founded in 1887 and there 
are now two hundred and twenty courts in the state. As one of 
the state officers of the Wisconsin court Mr. Ryan has done much 
for its development and promotion, and the number of its patrons has 
greatly increased during the period in which he has been secretary. 

Mr. Ryan married Ellen V. O’Brien, a native of Milwaukee and 
a daughter of Edward and Mary (Kelly) O’Brien, who came with 
their family to this city in the early 1860s. Mr. and Mrs. Ryan’s 
family numbered two sons and two daughters: Dr. Edward R. Ryan, 
now deceased, was a lieutenant commander in the first World War, 
serving with the Naval Reserves, and at his death he left four 
children, Mdward R. Jr., Daniel R., Mary and Margaret. Joseph F., 
the second son, is assistant secretary and treasurer of the Allis 
Chalmers Manutacturing Company. He married Florence EK. Wol- 
ters, of Milwaukee. Catherine is the wife of Joseph M. Carpenter, 
the vice president of the Carpenter Baking Company of Milwaukee, 
and they have four children, Mary Ellen, Kathleen, Joseph and Ann. 
Julia, the youngest of the family, is the widow of John M. Carpen- 
ter and has one child, Judith Mechan. Mr. Ryan is a member of the 
Knights of Columbus and of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin 
and has done much to further fraternal activities among the peo- 
ple of his church. He is well known in Milwaukee, where much of 
his life has been spent, and his circle of friends here is an extensive 
one. 


WALTER C. SCHUKNECHT, vice president of the Eastman Manu- 
facturing Company of Manitowoc, has been connected with the 
business since 1930. He was born in Chicago, Illinois, March 4, 
1904, a son of Herman W. and Minnie (Daus) Schuknecht, the 
mother also’ a native of Chicago. The father, who was born in 
Mecklenberg, Germany, in 1877, is a son of Gustav and Mary Schuk- 
necht, who brought their family to the United States in 1885, when 
their son Herman was eight years of age, and settled in Chicago. 
The maternal grandparents of Walter C. Schuknecht were August 
and Wilhelmina Daus, the former born in Germany and the latter 
in Chicago. Herman W. Schuknecht was reared in Chicago and 
both he and his wife are still living. He early learned the trade of 
shipbuilding, which he. has always followed. The three children 
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of Mr. and Mrs. Herman W. Schuknecht are Lydia, Walter C. and 
Harold. 

Walter CG. Schuknecht pursued his general education in the public 
schools of Manitowoc and after leaving high school devoted three 
years to the study of mechanical engineering at the University of 
Wisconsin and two years to the study of automatic machinery at 
Providence, Rhode Island. On the completion of his studies he re- 
turned home and joined the Eastman Manufacturing Company, with 
which he has now been associated since January 3, 1930. In this 
time he has gained promotions that have brought him to the position 
of secretary and in 1948 to that of vice president, showing that his 
work has at all times been satisfactory to the company and that 
he is capable of executive control as well. 

Mr. Schuknecht finds time for public service and at all times 
manifests a helpful interest in the general welfare. He is now a 
member of the fuel rationing board and is serving as air raid warden 
of the Seventh ward. He belongs to the Kiwanis Club and also has 
membership in the Lutheran church. 

Mr. Schuknecht married Minnie Kirchner of Manitowoc, who 
is a graduate of the high school here. They have two children: 
Thomas Russel, who. was born January 12, 1933, and Jane Mary, born 
July 27, 1936. The parents are well known socially here and Mr. 
Schuknecht is regarded as one of the progressive and enterprising 
young business men who has already accomplished much and is 
steadily forging ahead. 


Austin NoRMAN JOHNSON has served through six terms as 
county clerk of Dane County. He was first elected in 1924, was de- 
feated the following term, again elected in 1984 and has been re- 
elected each succeeding term since that time. 

He was born in Madison, on August 1, 1898, where he has lived 
most of the time. Austin was the third child of Henry and Ida (Cox) 
Johnson, both now deceased. The father was born in Sogn, Norway, 
and left his native land at the age of seventeen to come to the new 
world. He arrived at Halifax, Nova Scotia, after being aboard a sail- 
ing ship for nine weeks. He proceeded to Wisconsin, where he be- 
gan farming in Dane County. He was next employed by a railroad, 
after which he took up railroad contracting and constructed railroad 
grades and branch lines. Later he became associated with the Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad as a passenger engineer, re- 
tiring about twenty years before his demise in 1948, at the age of 
ninety-three years. He had been a member of the Masons for many 
years. On November 2, 1887, he married Ida May Cox, who was 
of English lineage. Mrs. Henry Johnson was well known in social 
and civic organizations in Madison, having been a member of the 
Madison Woman’s Club, the Zor Shrine Auxiliary, the Service Star 
Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary and the Milwaukee Road 
Woman’s Club. Their family numbered five children. 

The life story of Austin N. Johnson reveals the adventure of 
youth, the love of new experiences and the steadying influence such 
experiences brought as the years went hy. Ife completed elementary 
school, spent two year's in high school, a year in business college 
and attended the University of Wisconsin as an adult student. Long 
before this, however, he established quite a reputation for himself as 
an outstanding newsboy, selling newspapers on a regular route and 
also at a newsstand on the capitol square, where he came to know 
many influential personages. In his early days, like many other boys, 
he was much interested in circus performances, and accompanied by 
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other neighborhood boys arranged shows in the family back yard 
Where he performed acrobatic stunts. Later this activity developed 
into staging amateur theatrical performances in the basement of 
the Johnson home. During school vacations he worked as a grocery 
clerk, in railroad yards as a call boy, engine wiper, machinist’s helper 
and boilermaker’s helper, gaining many valuable experiences. 

When he was eighteen years of age he “tramped” from Madison 
to Portland, Oregon, by way of passenger trains, riding on top, in 
between coaches and underneath, in closed and open box cars, and 
walking the ties. He could have had free transportation because of 
his father’s connection with the railroad, but he preferred being 
on his own. It was something of a surprise to him when on his ar- 
rival’in Portland, attired in his “tramp” clothing, he was recognized 
by a person he had not seen in seven years. 

In 1914 he went with his father on a trip abroad, landing at Liv- 
erpool, later leaving from Hull, England, for Bergen, Norway, 
where they visited the father’s people and then continued their trip 
by traveling through the Scandinavian countries. They proceeded to 
Hamburg, from whence they were to sail on the Imperator, a 
German boat, on August 1, 1914, but as war was declared they were 
forced to remain there for a month and then return to the Scandi- 
navian countries before they could secure passage home. 

After returning from Europe in 1914, Austin Johnson again at- 
tended school, completing a business course. He was later employed 
as treasurer of the Orpheum theatre. When America entered the 
first World War he enlisted in the One Hundred Twenty-seventh 
Field Hospital Unit and reported at Camp Douglas. This unit was 
later a part of the famous Thirty-second Division. After being sent 
to Waco, Texas, for further training the unit left for France early 
in February, 1918. During the eighteen months of overseas service 
Mr. Johnson was assigned to detached service on a number of occa- 
sions, serving with the division surgeon’s office and also the division 
finance office. His division participated in the engagement of the 
Alsace sector, Aisne-Marne, Oise-Aisne and the Meuse Argonne, 
later going with the Army of Occupation into Germany. 

Upon returning to the United States, where he received his dis- 
charge, he again came to Madison and entered state service. He first 
served as a page in the Legislature, then as clerk in the documents 
room and later as clerk in the secretary of state’s department. For 
a time he was employed by the Federal Government as a clerk in 
the postal department. He was offered an appointment with the De- 
partment of Internal Revenue in 1924 but declined to participate in 
the campaign for county clerk, which he had entered at the sug- 
gestion of a friend with whom he had previously worked and who 
was a candidate for sheriff. He was elected as Dane County clerk 
on the Republican ticket, defeating a man who had held that. posi- 
tion for eighteen years. After serving one term he was defeated and 
then entered the business of contracting and building. He erected 
some of the modern homes in Madison’s newer residential subdivi- 
sions. In 1934 he was again elected county clerk and has continued 
in office ever since, his successive reelections being a tribute to his 
efficiency and loyalty in office. He has been active in the Progressive 
political organizations since the origin of that party. 

Mr. Johnson is a thirty-second degree Mason. He belongs to the 
American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Red Arrow, a 
local Thirty-second Division organization, the Fraternal Order of 
Kagles, the Elks, the West Side Business Men’s Club. He is a member 
of the Congregational church. He has taken an active part in civic 


| 
} 
: 


\ 7 


\ 


fray Aoud vite? ond gi ywors bognerts xvod Boodseds 


a), 
a 


Pi) es | Hy ’ rs 


keqoleveh yivitor aif) colad awd siindowa bomntote risky 
lo Inemtessd of} nt Aoondnriolwy leotitasd) wotuera patyade Oh aes 
Yiscory 8 aa bolton of anetisor? joodoe utiwd vened somndol eff 9 
taqied eeinidose: ssyqiw auigns vod Huss en ebiay beorliat at dbyla >)! 
aii shingle ya yainion Aoqled e'tolsarisliod bie ae | 
soziball rovt “baamgay” od as to esnoy dosiduls enw 6d wodlW. 0 7 
it ,qaj no yibin aie iograceng to yew yd gous /bralited of 
bis ino cod noqe fin Heaofo of  itesetsbau bas aedases neowied ay 
ly oapgved aolleteqedsy det bad svad bluos oH asit odd yrtbliaw 97 
yttied bettwhet orf Ind Heozliay of? div adiioonnos sadist eld > 
“in zid so wader mid of seine » lo entdtomoe caw Jf aewe vid 0 
bosivmoset enw oa atidtole “qm” aiid ai betta ,baalitoT nblavis 
HIBOe Have ni 99% Sou bad od-noeioq a ¥d 
-wid ta yunithee! baoids qitt & oo vodiet vid dtive jaow oA ICL abo : 
“ow oop wl bishyn jivH most «anivast redial Joogrze . 
qist isd) beuutiney ned) bis siqosy einitat oft botiaty yedd evadve . 


7" 


‘gies 


, 


i 


as bebeaonng god? watdiues asivedibuas® odd devordd giilovaesd vd) 
a wolysoaml off mo [ise of Syw yodl sonsdw modt Quidam * 
Tow you) binragiash waw anew es tud bPOt |§ geuavA ao daod nenrieoD 
' . ‘ , 4 j " + ‘ * ‘ 4 4 
“EA RIG, OF) OF iS. ted) bos titan 4 Tot sted? misono of bast ; ’ 


Oran sya, ooo bivoo yond sroled eoittaios natvac 
in ie toemiol nigene& DPCP wi sqew!l mort eatamwist asfté 
Drolyins Wn kaw st coeds eosiend 5; atiisiqaos joodse bebrst : 
oy borehes mitamA notll coves) awedq+O oft 40 soweasek oe 
divevee-vinow T Deiboadl onO. edt ui holsifne ed weW bhoW teh 
cove Tonu aie? venbyua iis’) tn hotrogow baa Hall [stiquolt’ blsif 
jase yalod hth .neleeal Hroswe-gtitlT esuomet 9d} to dana @ satel 4 rs 
ties eote4 1t FOO hey gittotns vodisat so¥ 2exeT oon Weer 9 OP = 
gots eneeave To eftnen gostdyte add ynivell R18l ~enide tad 
-£et0 to rode & thy, sbiviae titioe sob of boayiees saw noenifol! aM 
foai2ivil) old GHG bee soitto e Oop ue motuivib ont diiw gnivise ero 
oi to lasafstiteres sth tiagioiited nolsivib elf igoifo sonanh 
onments snus ofl Dits onetAeeetO) ooish-saalA  Aotess” eoastA 


4 oe® 
yy 


. | 
2 
> 7 y ; 
¥E 4 
' 


o') 


xyes Yuwo) one en beluels enw oil Nina aot otebibress & saw 2p 

-ioag dad? blest bad ofw Bont & yridcoteh Jodoit mesiiduqeh oAl. ne ie 4 

Inet botmolsb saw od actet aro Gulrtoe WSITA ereog nooidgio tof molt,” Re 

\boteers GH gniblivd fas gnitoaines to asonieud old nab ae ee 
'’s 


Suhdus istusineat sowed «'ndetheM of eemod aiobont ott 
buirsidizoo tad bun xisis yauwoo belnale alage saw ad b8OL al ata Te 


ait. of efudiat a qiied awoitestes sviawnone eid eonie seve saie si Oe 5 | 
oraewouit oft Gl syitoe mood ead of vsatio nt YAW brie voneisiie 


tieg taf) to nigrio sd? sonia enoitesinagey Ipsitileg. 
off oF agtofed 4A .coenlt sovgsh broose-viitld & i oommlolk «Mv! o> 
& work Tel odd wel tyivio't lo unsetoleV off norged Sipe 


to shit) laaustart sit .noliaxiaawie aolsivid paos 1’ 
wom oriotl ani anoM esoujestl sbi® tee W ont ect ont: 
vivio ai faq ovblos ox seplet vad off dodo lenoiiaysrgnot 


LO SE TREE IIT 


BIOGRAPHY 557 


affairs, serving as auxiliary fireman with the O. C. D. He is a 
member of the Y. M. C. A. and for the past three years has served 
as treasurer of the Dane County War Chest. 

While still in military service on December 27, 1917, in Waco, 
Texas, Austin Johnson married Leantine Dezatel Ester, the daugh- 
ter of Edward F. and Lennie (Gardner) Ester. Mrs. Johnson has 
participated actively in social and civic groups. As a Grey Lady she 
has given much time to war work, serving in hospitals, ete. The 
Johnsons have three sons: Richard Palmer, born October 18, 1921, 
who enlisted in the air corps on October 25, 1940; Robert Henry, 
born May 26, 1928; and David Norman, born March 80, 19381. 


ALBERT TRATHEN, director of the State Annuity and Investment 
Board, with offices in Madison, thus having control of the investment 
of state statutory trust funds and teachers’ pension funds, took over 
the duties of this position in 1929 and has since served in a most 
conscientious, capable and acceptable manner. He was born in 
Houghton, Michigan, April 14, 1880, a son of Thomas and Jane 
(Adams) Trathen, both of whom were natives of Devonshire, Eng- 
land. On coming to America they settled first in New Jersey but 
afterward removed westward, arriving in Houghton, Michigan, in 
1860, to become one of the pioneer families of that territory. Both 
he and his wife have now passed from this life. 

Albert Trathen was reared and educated in his native city, at- 
tending the grade schools and then pursued the high school course. 
In 1907 he came to Wisconsin, settling at Shawano, and was there 
first employed in connection with railroad interests. Irom 1918 to 
1929 he was associated as an officer and director with several cor- 
porations and banks of Shawano and that vicinity, and thus gained 
valuable experience that well qualified him for the duties of the 
position which he took over on coming to Madison in the latter year. 
His judgment in the matter of investments and annuities is partic- 
ularly sound and his discrimination keen, and that he has made an 
excellent record in office is indicated in the fact that he has been 
retained in the position for more than fifteen years. He is also a 
director of the Union Trust Company of Madison and is a strong 
and resourceful business man who has made wise use of his time, 
talents and opportunities. 

Mr. Trathen married Mae Cameron, a daughter of John and 
Mary (Murcheson) Cameron, of Gaylord, Michigan, and their two 
daughters are Jean E. and Marian C., the former now the wife of 
A. G. Gehner, of Madison. Mr. Trathen belongs to the Rotary Club 
and the Madison Club, has attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite in Madison Consistory, and has membership in the 
Congregational church. 


ROWLAND HuNTER DaAvig£, of Milwaukee, is manager of two 
stores for Sears, Roebuck & Company in this city as well as one 
in West Allis and one in Waukesha, having been identified with 
the business since 1933. Previous to this time, however, he had wide 
experience along mercantile lines and was well qualified to take 
over the management of the four stores now under his direction. 
Born in Erie, Pennsylvania, August 8, 1898, he is a son of George 
and Amanda (Ulrich) Davie and is descended from Welsh, Scotch, 
English and German ancestry. His grandfather, John H. Davie, 
was the founder and owner of the John H. Davie dry goods store 
in Erie, Pennsylvania, where he developed a large enterprise that 
was a landmark of the city in which he operated. He died in the 
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year 1927. His son, George Davie, was born in Canada. For a few 
years he continued the mercantile business established by his fa- 
ther and then turned his attention to the real estate business, in 
which line he continued his operations until a few years prior to 
his death, which occurred in 1939. He married Amanda Ulrich, a 
daughter of Dr. George Ulrich and his wife, who were born in 
Germany. Mrs. Amanda Davie survives her husband and is still 
living in Erie, Pennsylvania, which is also the home of Robert 
Davie, brother of Rowland, and who is associated with the Skinner 
Engine Company. 

After attending the public schools of his native city Rowland 
H. Davie continued his education in Thiel College, a Lutheran 
school at Greenville, Pennsylvania, and then started out in con- 
nection with the newspaper business by peddling papers. Later he 
was circulation manager and also advertising manager of the Erie 
Dispatch from 1914 until 1918, when he began selling automobiles 
in Erie. When two and a half years had been passed in that con- 
nection he joined the S. S. Kresge Corporation, receiving the train- 
ing which they gave in store management, and in 1921 he joined 
the Metropolitan Chain Stores as manager, field supervisor and 
later as personnel and sales director in New. York City, where he 
lived for eleven years. Later he established a business on his own 
account, operating four stores in Pennsylvania, at Irie, Jamestown, 
Corry and Warren. 

Since 1933 Mr. Davie has resided in Milwaukee as representative 
of Sears, Roebuck & Company. He was first assistant manager of 
the south side Milwaukee store at 1837 W. Forest Home Avenue 
for a short time, but later in the same year was made general man- 
ager of Sears stores in this area, one in West Allis and one in 
Waukesha. The company which he represents will celebrate its 
sixtieth anniversary in 1946 and has been a factor in the 
commercial life of Milwaukee for fourteen years. Mr. Davie is a 
forceful and resourceful business man, who studies the trade and 
keeps in touch with the progressive business methods of the time. 
His high standing in mercantile circles is indicated in the fact 
that he has been elected to the board of directors of the Milwaukee 
Better Business Bureau. He is also a fire and police commissioner 
of his village, Whitefish Bay. 

Mr. Davie is a Mason, with membership in Erie Lodge No. 392, 
F. & A. M., and he has membership in the Milwaukee Athletic Club. 
He married Esther Jeanette Snyder, a native of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
and they own their home at 4781 North Cramer Street in White- 
fish Bay. 


JOHN C. DANIELSON has entered upon the tenth year of his prac- 
tice at the bar of Manitowoc, having taken up the active work of the 
legal profession here immediately after completing his law studies 
at the University of Wisconsin, while at the present writing he is 
filling the office of district attorney for the third term (1945). 
Manitowoc is the place of his birth and his natal day was October 
21,1912. His parents are Daniel and Mary (Peterik) Danielson, the 
former a son of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Daniclson, who were natives of 
Norway and came from that country to the United States about 
1869, making their way to Manitowoc, where the grandfather en- 
gaged in business as a ship’s carpenter. Their son Daniel was for 
forty years foreman of the American Seating Company. He mar- 
ried Mary Peterik, daughter of Joseph and Mary Peterik, who came 
from Bohemia to the new world, the former arriving in America 
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when a youth of sixteen years, while his wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Mary Matejovec, was but two years of age when brought 
from Bohemia to the United States. Joseph and Mary Peterik lived 
at Mishicot, Manitowoc County, where he engaged in general farm- 
ing. In the family of Daniel and Mary (Peterik) Danielson were 
six children, namely: Marie, Margaret, Dan Jr., James, John C. 
and Paul. 

Spending his youthful days under the parental roof in his native 
city, John C. Danielson attended the Manitowoc public schools until 
he had completed the high school course and then enrolled as a 
student in the University of Wisconsin, where he gained his Bachelor 
of Arts degree at his graduation in 1934 and his LL.B. degree on 
the completion of his law course in 1936. He was thus well equipped 
for the responsible duties of the profession and at once began prac- 
ticing in Manitowoc, where he has always maintained his office. He 
has a comprehensive knowledge of the law and has gained a most 
creditable position for one of his years. He filled the office of 
assistant district attorney in 1937-38. He was elected district at- 
torney for the term from 1940 until 1942, was re-elected in 1942 and 
again in 1944. In these periods he has most carefully safeguarded 
the legal interests of the county and his record receives high com- 
mendation, as shown in his recall to the office. 

Mr. Danielson belongs to the Manitowoc County Bar Association 
and to the Wisconsin State Bar Association and maintains the high 
ethical standards of the profession. His membership connections 
likewise include the Fraternal Order of Eagles, the Kiwanis Club, 
the Junior Chamber of Commerce, The Izaak Walton League and the 
Elks. He belongs to the University of Wisconsin Alumni Associa- 
tion and he is a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, all of which 
shows the wide nature of his activities and of the principles which 
regulate his relations with his fellowmen. He is also secretary of 
the county Progressive committee. 

In 1937 Mr. Danielson married Gretchen Fuechsel, of Neenah, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Edward and Clara (Doege) Fuechsel, who 
are still residents of Neenah, where her father is engaged in the 
printing business. Mrs. Danielson attended the University of Wis- 
eonsin after completing her public school course. To this marriage 
have been born two sons: Peter J., born July 14, 1942; and Eric E., 
born March 29, 1944. She was active in the Junior Chamber of 
Commerce Auxiliary and served as an officer therein. 


Dr. JosSEPH P. McMAHON, obstetrician, eynecologist and radium 
therapist, is practicing in Milwaukee, and the importance and extent 
of his work rank him with the most distinguished representatives 
of the medical profession in Wisconsin and have gained him wide 
recognition and prominence throughout the country. 

Born in Manitowee County, Wisconsin, December 8, 1879, Doctor 
McMahon is a son of Patrick J. and Margaret (Gray) McMahon, and 
a grandson of Patrick and Mary (Corbett) McMahon. The grand- 
father, Patrick McMahon, was born at Ennis and reared at Kilkee, a 
small health resort in County Clare, Ireland. After completing his 
education he taught school for several terms. His wife, Mary (Cor- 
bett) McMahon, was born and rear 1d at Kilrush, County Clare, Ire- 
land. They made the journey to the United States in 1845 and set- 
tled first in Chicago. Here Mr. McMahon enyaged in boat building 
with a brother-in-law, under the firm name, McMahon & Baldwin, 
on the site which today houses the Field Museum. Because the land 
adjacent to Lake Michigan was thought to produce malaria, Mr. 
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McMahon in 1850 moved his family to higher ground in Manitowoc 
County, Wisconsin, thus becoming one of the pioneer settlers and 
agriculturists. Two of his sons, Martin and Michael, became closely 
associated with educational activities in Wisconsin. Martin served 
several terms as superintendent of schools in Green Bay and was 
responsible for the unification of the Green Bay and Fort Howard 
school systems. Michael was a teacher and school principal at Ke- 
waunee for nearly forty years. 

Patrick J. McMahon, father of Doctor McMahon, was born on 
his father’s farm in Manitowoc County, January 30, 1855. He re- 
mained on the home place until 1909, when he moved to the city of 
Manitowoc and conducted a mercantile business. In politics he was 
a prominent Democrat and served as clerk of the Circuit Court for 
six years. His last days were spent in retirement from business in 
Milwaukee, where he passed away January 26, 1931. His wife, 
Margaret (Gray) McMahon, born in 1861, was a daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Patrick Gray. Her father had immigrated from Wateford, 
Ireland, to Wisconsin in the early days. Patrick and Margaret 
(Gray) McMahon had a family of five sons: Stephen J., prominent 
Milwaukee attorney who is mentioned elsewhere in this publica- 
tion; Omar T., ex-deputy clerk of the Circuit Court of Milwaukee 
County and currently an assistant city attorney of Milwaukee, whose 
biography is found on other pages of this work; Dr. Francis B., 
professor of surgery at Marquette University in Milwaukee; Edward 
M., who until his death in 1932 was vice president of the Chase 
Trust Company of New York City; and Dr. Joseph P. They also 
had two daughters, Mary and Helen, both of whom passed away 
comparatively young. 

In acquiring his general education Dr. Joseph P. McMahon at- 
tended the public schools of Manitowoc, Ripon and Oshkosh and then 
continued his studies in the Wisconsin College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, which later became the medical department of Marquette 
University, where he graduated in 1903 with the M. D. degree. He 
was later granted the B. S. degree by Marquette University. He was 
still later elected an honorary member of Marquette University Med- 
ical Alumni Association. He immediately began practicing at Union 
Grove, Racine County, and served as county physician of the western 
half of the county in 1904-06. He was always a close student of the 
science of medicine and has eagerly availed himself of every oppor- 
tunity to broaden his knowledge, increase his efficiency and gain a 


more thorough understanding of the scientific principles that under- | 


lie his work. To this end he pursued postgraduate work in Vienna, 
Austria, in the New York Postgraduate Medical School and the New 
York Lying-in Hospital. 

In 1907 Doctor McMahon came to Milwaukee and was appointed 
a member of the obstetrical staff of Trinity Hospital, while the year 
1908 brought him appointment to the obstetrical staff of the Mil- 
waukee Maternity Hospital. In the same year he was also made a 
member of the staff of the Misericordia Maternity Hospital and in 
1910 was advanced to chief of staff of that institution. It was also 
in 1910 that he was named a member of the staff of the Milwaukee 
County Hospital and in 1912 he was appointed to the staff of St. 
Mary’s Hospital and also of the Johnston Emergency Hospital, 
while in 1920 he was elected a member of the staff of Columbia Hos- 
pital. 

Not only in hospital and private practice has Doctor McMahon 
gained wide recognition but also as an educator and author in the 
medical field. In 1907 he was instructor in obstetrics and gynecol- 
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ogy and from 1908 to 1915 was professor of the same branches in 
Marquette University. In 1920 he became a member of the teach- 
ing staff on cancer and radium therapy in connection with the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin extension course and he was chief of the de- 
partment of obstetrics and gynecology of the Milwaukee County Dis- 
pensary in 1921, while from 1924 until 1927 he was a member of 
the consulting staff of the Milwaukee County Dispensary and chief 
of the Cancer Clinic. In the educational.field he has always imparted 
readily and clearly to others the knowledge he has acquired and he 
has stimulated the efforts in his hearers by his own interest and 
zeal. 

From 1904 until 1906 Doctor McMahon was secretary of the 
Racine County Medical Society and the Second District Medical So- 
ciety of Wisconsin, and was made an honorary member of these 
organizations after his removal from that locality. He has had 
membership in the Medical Society of Milwaukee County since 1907 
and in the State Medical Society of Wisconsin since 1903. He was 
chairman of the committee on public policy and legislation of the 
Medical Society of Milwaukee County and of the State Medical So- 
ciety of Wisconsin from 1908 until 1918. He has therefore done 
much to establish the policy of the profession in Wisconsin. In 1907 
he was made chairman of the committee to investigate midwifery 
and wrote and procured the passage of the Wisconsin act governing 
midwifery in 1907. From 1910 to 1923 he was managing editor of 
the Wisconsin Medical Journal, while from 1921 until 1926 he was 
chairman of the committee on cancer of the State Medical Society. 
He has also rendered valuable official service to the Milwaukee Acad- 
emy of Medicine, in which he has had membership since 1909 and of 
which he was treasurer from 1914 to 1926, president in 1928 and 
chairman of the board of trustees in 1929. During his term as pres- 
‘dent he established an endowment fund of $100,000 and procured 
subscriptions thereto in the amount of $50,000. He belongs to the 
Wisconsin Surgical Association. He organized and was the director 
of the Physicians Radium Association of Wisconsin from 1919 to 
1930 and is identified with numerous other medical and surgical so- 
cieties whereby the health interests of society have been promoted. 
He served as chairman of the committee on health of the Central 
Council of Social Agencies from 1910 to 1917 and he was chairman 
of the committee of municipal and county affairs in 1910, while in 
1916 he was a member of the board of directors and chairman of 
the committee on cooperation of the Milwaukee Chapter of the 
American Red Cross. He acted as adjutant to Dr. C. A. Evans 
during the organization of the Milwaukee Red Cross Base Hospital 
No. 22, from February to July, 1916. He served as a member of 
the Third ward medical board and was a medical examiner of se- 
lective service for medical advisory board No. 4 in 1917. There 
seems no phase of professional activity for the benefit of humanity 
that has not elicited his attention, support and cooperation and there 
seems to be no limit to the scope of his usefulness in his chosen field. 
He has promoted its ideals and upheld its highest standards, has 
kept abreast with its most advanced thought, and in many respects 
has been a leader in the development and application of modern 
methods, the value of which has been proven in widespread prac- 
tice, attended by excellent results. 

Doctor McMahon is equally well known through his contribu- 
tions to the literature of the profession and is the author of articles 
on “Necessity for Annual Examination of School Children’s Eyes, 
Ears, Noses and Throats” ; “Negligence of the Profession to Procure 
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Temporary Detention Quarters for the Alleged Insane’’; “(Compara- 
tive Merits of Graduate Courses in Berlin and Vienna’; and numer- 
ous papers delivered before medical societies and published in med- 
ical journals on obstetrics, gynecology, radium therapy and cancer. 
On October 17, 1942, Doctor McMahon accepted an appointment by 
the secretary of war as a member of the staff of the civilian medical 
division in Washington and will serve for the duration. 


REV. CHARLES F. KEYSER is pastor of St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, situated at the corner of South Ninth and Mitchell streets 
in Milwaukee and is a native son of this city. He was born January 
24, 1872, his parents being Mathias and Anna (Roth) Keyser, both 
now deceased. both were of European birth, the father a native of 
Rhenish Prussia, while the mother was born in Bavaria, Germany. 
They came to the United States as young people in the early 1850s 
and made their way directly to Milwaukee, where their remaining 
days were passed, the father dying in 1910, while the mother’s death 
occurred in 1914. They were married in St. Joseph’s Church in 
Milwaukee in 1856. 

Rev. Charles F. Keyser obtained his early education in St. Mary’s 
parochial school in Milwaukee and received his classical training in 
Marquette Academy and Marquette University, while in St. Francis 
Seminary of St. Francis, Wisconsin, he pursued his theological studies 
and also studied for a time in Europe, being ordained to the priest- 
hood in Innsbruck, Austria, on the 26th of July, 1895. Through his 
first appointment he became assistant pastor of Holy Name Church 
in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he continued for two years and 
was then appointed resident pastor of the new parish of St. Mary’s 
at Sheboygan Falls, by Archbishop Katzer in 1897, there remaining 
for six years. His next transfer made him pastor of St. Mary’s 
Church at Pewaukee, Waukesha County, where he continued for 
eighteen years, and during this extended period did effective work 
in the promotion of the interests of that parish. On the expiration 
of that period he took charge of a rural church, St. Lawrence parish, 
in Washington County, Wisconsin. 

Reverend Keyser was transferred to St. Anthony’s Church in 
Milwaukee in 1926, and for eighteen years his work here has been 
far-reaching and resultant. This parish was established in 1872 and 
in 1942 celebrated its seventieth anniversary. In 1875 the erection 
of the present church edifice was begun, but the work progressed 
slowly and it was not until 1881 that the cornerstone was laid, and 
in 1882 the dedication services were held. Services were therafter 
held in the church, although it was far from completed and it was 
not until 1908 that it was completed. The church is built of limestone. 
The exterior of the church has undergone little change since that 
time, save that an entrance has been made on Mitchell Street, which 
is both useful and ornamental. The year 1910 witnessed the begin- 
ning of the building of the sanctuary and sacristies and on December 
18 Archbishop Messmer conducted the dedication ceremonies. While 
the sanctuary was then decorated, it was beautifully redecorated in 
1940. 

The first pastor of St. Anthony’s was Rev. Anthony Decker, who 
remained until his death in 1910, and the church is the visible evi- 
dence of his marked devotion to the cause and his untiring zeal in 
behalf of the parish. He was succeeded by Rev. Michael Graettinger, 
who remained from 1910 until his demise in 1926. During his 
pastorate much of the church property on Mitchell Street was sold 
and the proceeds used in the purchase of another site on which was 
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erected a twelve-room school building. He was also instrumental 
in securing the installation of a fine organ. In the meantime, how- 
ever, the rectory had been built in 1896 at 1711 South Ninth Street 
and the Sisters’ home at 1747 South Ninth Street in 1906, while the 
parish hall was built in 1907. This was followed by the erection 
of the fine school building, in which there is an attendance of six 
hundred pupils under the care of the Sisters of Notre Dame. Rev. 
Charles Keyser, becoming the third pastor of St. Anthony’s, has 
continued his work here for eighteen years, and while he has had 
no building operations to carry on he has most wisely directed the 
various activities of the church and has ereatly promoted its material 
and moral interests, gaining the hearty cooperation of his people as 
he has endeavored to upbuild the interests of his church in this com- 
munity. 


ALBERT L. Horr. Opportunity has ever served as a call to action in 
the life of Albert L. Horr, who, starting out in the business world in 
a very minor position, steadily advanced because he was always alert 
and energetic and recognized and utilized chances that others passed 
heedlessly by. He was president and owner of the Vulcan Manutac- 
turing Company of Fond du Lac until his death March 6, 1945. He 
had figured prominently in the industrial interests of the community 
for almost three decades. 

Born in Waukesha, Wisconsin, June 24, 1886, Albert L. Horr 
was a son of Charles and Caroline (Hawse) Horr and a grandson 
of Levi Horr, a native of Boylston, New York. Charles Horr, who 
was born in Boylston, April 15, 1850, died March 28, 1908, while his 
wife, who was born in Germany, April 1, 1861, passed away April 
12, 1920. 

Albert L. Horr mastered the branches of learning taught in the 
grade schools of Waukesha and spent one year in. high school be- 
fore starting upon an apprenticeship in 1901 in the Waukesha plant 
of the Modern Structural Steel Company. In the beginning he earned 
only a few dollars per week, but he applied himself thoroughly to the 
tasks at hand, so that he won the recognition of his employers and 
was advanced until he reached the position of foreman. He also 
further qualified for his work by taking correspondence courses of 
study in drafting. In 1907 he went to Milwaukee, where he was 
employed by the Worden-Allen Company as draftsman, estimator 
and engineer. He spent a short time in 1913 with the Northwestern 
Bridge & Iron Company of Milwaukee and in the Fall of 1918 came 
to Fond du Lac to accept the position of manager with the Vulcan 
Manufacturing Company. Again his course was one of steady progres- 
sion, his advancement bringing him to the dual position of president 
and general manager of the company, of which he was the principal 
stockholder and which is engaged in the fabrication of structural 
steel and plate work, having a very modern plant, supplied with the 
latest improved machinery and facilities, while the work turned out 
is of the highest class. Thus concentrating his efforts along the line 
of a single industry, Mr. Horr continuously worked his way upward 
until he stood in the vanguard of those connected with the structural 
steel fabricating industry in Wisconsin. 

On the 6th of January, 1910, Mr. Horr was united in marriage to 
Miss Ellen Williams, who was born and reared in Delafield, Wiscon- 
sin, a daughter of John Richard and Mary (Jones) Williams, both 
of whom are natives of Wales. Frederick Charles Horr, only child 
of Albert L. and Ellen Horr, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
April 12, 1911. He is a graduate of the Fond du Lac high school and 
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attended Lawrence College. He was treasurer of the Vulean Manu- 
facturing Company until his father’s death, when he succeeded to the 
presidency. On May 1, 1937, he married Ruth P. Glasow, a daughter 
of Robert and Pauline (Krug) Glasow, natives of Fond du Lac County, 
Wisconsin, both of German descent. He isa manufacturing jeweler 
of Fond du Lac. Mr. and Mrs. Horr have two children, Patricia Joanne, 
born November 11, 1938, and Fritzi Sue, born July 18, 1942. Fred- 
erick Charles Horr is a past exalted ruler of the B.P.O.E., serving in 
1942-43-45, and a past president of the Fond du Lac Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, 1942. He is a member of the Moose Lodge and Knights 
of Pythias. Mr. Horr succeeded to the presidency of the Vulean Manu- 
facturing Co. upon his father’s death, which occurred March 6, 1945. 
His mother died June 22, 1945. Frederick C. Horr was chairman 
of the special groups committee of the local American Red Cross for 
several years and was chairman of the Industrial Committee of the 
Salvation Army. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Horr were members of the Presby- 
terian Church, in which she was a very active worker, He was a 
member also of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Knights of Pythias and the Moose Lodge, and his political allegiance 
was given the Republican party. He never sought or desired public 
office, however, preferring to concentrate his energies and attention 
upon his business interests, and his life record shows what can be 
accomplished through individual effort when intelligence guides the 
way. His success was well earned and was his to enjoy until his 
untimely death. 

Mr. Horr was a member of the Wisconsin State and National So- 
ciety of Professional Engineers, the National Association of Manu- 
facturers and numerous other business organizations. He held the 
position of secretary of the Fond du Lac Rotary Club for many years 
and was also a member of the board of trustees of the Y.M.C.A. 
until his death. 


Patrick A. DEWANE, one of the prominent young attorneys of 
Manitowoc, and now serving as Circuit Court commissioner, was 
born in Frankiin, Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, December 11, 1908, 
and is of Irish descent, being of the fourth generation of the family 
in this country. His great-grandfather, John Dewane, came from 
Tipperary, Ireland, to the United States in 1848 and settled in 
Boston, Massachusetts, where his son, Dennis Dewane, grandfather 
of Patrick A. Dewane, was born and reared. Deciding to try his 
fortune in the rapidly developing West he came to Wisconsin and 
east in his lot with the pioneer settlers of Kewaunee County, where 
he aided in reclaiming wild land for the purposes of civilization, 
making farming his life work. At the time of the Civil War, how- 
ever, he put aside all business and personal considerations to aid 
in the defense of the Union and fearlessly defended the cause on 
southern battlefields. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Dewane was born a son whom 
they called John and who was reared in Kewaunee County when it 
was a part of the western frontier. Later he turned his attention 
to commercial interests, becoming a hardware dealer in Manitowoc 
County, where he carried on the business until his death on the 
28th of June, 1928. He had for a year survived his wife, who 
passed away June 27, 1927. She bore the maiden name of Mary 
Sweeney and was a daughter of Bartholomew and Julia (Sullivan) 
Sweeney, who removed from New York State to Wisconsin soon 
after this state was admitted to the Union, so that they also con- 
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tributed to the early development and upbuilding of this region, 
Mr. Sweeney devoting his attention to general farming. 

Patrick A. Dewane, who is the fifth of a family of ten children 
born to his parents, obtained his early education in the public schools 
of Manitowoc County and afterward attended St. Norbert College, 
where he completed his classical course. Mentally reviewing the 
broad field of business in a decision as to his life work, he determined 
to prepare for the bar and enrolled as a law student in Marquette 
University, which conferred on him the LL.B. degree at his gradua- 
tion in 1938. He came to Manitowoc, where he opened an office 
and through the intervening years he has here continued in practice, 
making steady progress. He served for two years as district attor- 
ney, is now assistant district attorney and in 1935 was made Circuit 
Court commissioner, which office he still fills. 

Mr. Dewane is also active and prominent in political circles. 
He has made a close study of the questions and problems of the day 
and has never swerved in his allegiance to the Democratic party, 
which he is now serving as chairman of the Democratic central 
committee of Manitowoc County. He belongs to St. Andrews Cath- 
olic Church, to the Holy Name Society and to the Knights of Colum- 
bus. He likewise has membership connection with the Fraternal] 
Order of Eagles and along strictly professional lines is identified with 
the Manitowoc County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association. He is doing all he can to further the war effort, 
being active in civilian defense work and is now a speaker in con- | 
nection with war bond sales in the county. 

On the 31st of December, 1938, Mr. Dewane married Lenore 
Healy, of Manitowoc, who attended St. Theresa Academy at Winona, 
Minnesota, and Marquette University. She is a member of the Cath- 
olic Woman’s Club and of the Daughters of Isabella. The four 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Dewane are: John, who was born Septem- 
ber 28, 1939; Kathleen, born October 15, 1940; Daniel, born Novem- 
ber 15, 1942; and Patricia, born July 26, 1944. 


THEODORE KUPFER, industrialist and sportsman, interested in 
racing stock and well known in business circles as the head of the 
Theodore Kupfer Foundry & Iron Company, is engaged in the manu- 
facture of structural steel at 149 Waubesa Street. He:-is..of the 
second generation of the family to carry on this business, which has 
been in existence for a half century. Seventy-one years ago the 
family settled in Wisconsin, Theodore and Barbara (Schwamb) 
Kupfer, grandparents of Theodore Kupfer of this review, removing 
to Madison from their former home in New York. They were both 
natives of Germany but sought the opportunities offered in the new 


world and after reaching this state Theodore Kupfer I worked at 


the cigar-making trade. To him and his wife were born five children, 


Theodore, Anna, Frank, Otto and Ida. 


Theodore Kupfer Il was born at Union Hill, now within the 
corporation limits of New York City, June 17, 1861, and was only 
about ten years of age when the family home was established in 
Madison, where he continued his studies that had been begun in the 
public schools of the East. Early in life he entered upon an 
apprenticeship to the molder’s trade in the old Ball Brothers foundry 
here. He continued to work as a journeyman moulder for about fif- 
teen years and in 1893 established a business of his own, Opening a. 
foundry in a small building on East Miflin Street. In the early days 
of the enterprise he did much of the work himself but as time passed 
his patronage increased, necessitating the employment of others 
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until he had from seventy-five. to one hundred employees in the 
operation of a thoroughly modern foundry. He also added a machine 
shop, which in later years was largely devoted to structural iron 
work, although a general foundry and machine service was main- 
tained. Mr. Kupfer remained at the head of the business which he 
had established and saw its steady development and growth until 
after he had reached the age of seventy, when he more and more 
withdrew from active management, his son and namesake succeeding 
him in active control. 

On the 11th of May, 1881, Theodore Kupfer II was married to 
Miss Sarah Thompson, of Madison, and they had a family of two 
children, Theodore and Lillian, the latter now the wife of Jacob 
Gerhardt and the mother of two sons, Jacob and Leland, both resi- 
dents of Madison. Theodore and Sarah (Thompson) Iupfer lived 
to celebrate their golden wedding anniversary in 1982. Later in that 
year the mother passed away, while the father survived until 19386. 

Born in Madison January 8, 1884, Theodore Kupfer, whose name 
introduces this review, has spent practically his entire life here and 
after attending the public schools for a time began assisting his 
father in the foundry when but twelve years of age. His training 
was most thorough. He became familiar with every branch and 
detail of the work, gaining his knowledge from actual experience, 
and as he advanced in years he took over the direction of the plant 
to some extent until, following his father’s retirement, he assumed 
control of an enterprise that has long figured as one of the chief 
industrial interests of Madison. The business is now owned by 
Theodore Kupfer and Mr. and Mrs. Gerhardt and was removed from 
the Miflin Street location to 149 Waubesa Street when the Kupfer 
firm recently purchased the former George Steinle plant, the city 
council passing an ordinance that changed the zoning from the light 
industrial to the heavy industrial classification. The plant is thor- 
oughly modern and equipped with every new device to facilitate the 
work. From seventy-five to one hundred men are employed and the 
patronage has steadily increased. The foundry work was discontin- 
ued and the company now devotes all of the time to structural steel 
and ornamental iron work and is now doing some war work under 
sub-let contracts. 

Mr. Kupfer married Mabel Osborn, of Superior, Wisconsin. She 
died December 10, 1948, leaving one daughter, Janet, born August 
1, 1923. Janet is now completing her work at the University of 
Wisconsin, where she is majoring in occupational therapeutics. Mr. 
Kupfer belongs to the Masonic order, having become a Consistory 
Mason. He is much interested in race horses, which was also his 
father’s hobby, the latter starting his stables a few miles from 


Madison. Mr. Kupfer now owns some of the finest blooded stock . 


seen on the tracks and is a most enthusiastic champion of the sport. 


Dr. OTTO HOTTINGER FOERSTER, who has won a place among the 
leading American dermatologists and radio-therapists, las been 
practicing in Milwaukee, his native city, since 1902, with offices at 
208 East Wisconsin Avenue. He was born in May, 1876, a son of 
Erwin and Sophia (Hottinger) Foerster and a grandson of Franz 
and Caroline Foerster, who died in Chicago soon after coming to 
the United States. His maternal grandfather, Anton Hottinger, a 
descendant of one of the oldest Swiss families, was an ardent par- 
ticipant in the ill-fated German revolution of 1848, escaped to Eng- 
land and eventually made his home in Chicago, where he established 
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a pharmacy, and during his service of four years as the first Repub- 
lican member of the city council promoted the park system and 
became the founder and ‘father of Lincoln Park.” After crossing 
the Atlantic in 1866 Erwin Foerster was employed in hardware 
stores in St. Paul, Minnesota, and in Chicago, and in 1875 came 
to Milwaukee as the first traveling salesman for the hardware firm 
of William Frankfurth & Company, and a year later became assis- 
tant buyer. When the company was reorganized in 1885 as a whole- 
sale concern he became a member of the firm, filling the office of 
secretary-treasurer. In 1917 he was elected first vice president 
and so continued until his death in 1934. In 1875 he had married 
Sophia Emily Hottinger, of Chicago, and they had three sons: Otto 
H. and Harry R., both practicing physicians of Milwaukee, and Oscar 
E., now vice president of the William Frankfurth Hardware Com- 
pany. 
Dr. Otto H. Foerster received his education in the public schools 
and the first high school in Milwaukee and under private tutors. 
He qualified for the medical profession at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, where he received his M. ‘D. degree in 1898, while in 
1900-01 he was a graduate student in medicine and dermatology in 
the University of Vienna (Austria) after having served in the 
meantime, 1899, as interne in Howard Hospital of Philadelphia. 
He returned to the University of Pennsylvania to accept the posi- 
tion of assistant demonstrator of physiology in the medical school 
and as volunteer research associate in the William Pepper Labora- 
tory of Clinical Medicine of the University Hospital. He became 
assistant surgeon at the Genito-Urinary Dispensary of the Univer- 
sity Hospital and at the Polyclinic Hospital, and was also assistant 
in medicine at the Polyclinic Hospital of Philadelphia, now the 
Postgraduate Hospital of the University. of Pennsylvania, until late 
1902. 

Since that time Doctor Foerster has engaged in the practice 
of dermatology and syphilology in Milwaukee and has gained a 
national reputation in this field. He has been professor of derma- 
tology in the Medical School of the University of Wisconsin since 
1924 and dermatologist on the staff of the State of Wisconsin Gen- 
eral Hospital in Madison since 1928, by action of the board of 
regents. For ten years he served as chief-of-staff of Columbia Hos- 
pital at Milwaukee, which he helped establish and develop, and he 
has been consulting dermatologist at the Milwaukee Children’s Hos- 
pital since 1905 and dermatologist on the staff of Milwaukee Hospital 
since 1906 and of Columbia Hospital since 1912. In addition he 
has served at various times on the staffs of the Milwaukee County, 
St. Mary’s, St. Joseph’s and Mount Sinai hospitals, and for the 
Post-graduate Medical Extension Division of the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Doctor Foerster is a member of the American Dermatologic 
Association, of which he was vice president in 1926 and 1927 and 
president in 1928. He belongs to the American Academy ot Der- 
matology and Syphilology, the American Roentgen Ray Society, the 
Society of Investigative Dermatology and the American Medical 
Association and in the last named was chairman of the section on 
dermatology in 1919. He has membership in the Chicago Derma- 
tological Society, of which he was president in 1912 and again in 
1937; the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine, of which he was presi- 
dent in 1911 and of which he was made an honorary member in 
1938; and the Milwaukee Surgical Society, the Medical Society of 
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Milwaukee County and the State of Wisconsin Medical Society. 
From the scientific and humanitarian standpoints he is deeply in- 
terested in his profession and, advancing step by step, he now ranks 
with the outstanding dermatologists of the country, and has been 
honored by election as a corresponding member of the Vienna Der- 
matological Society. He has contributed extensively to current med- 
ical literature and is the author of the dermatology sections of sev- 
eral textbooks. He was one of the group of physicians who in 1903 
established the Wisconsin Medical Journal and was associate editor 
of the publication for eight years and remained on its board for 
some years after it was taken over by the State of Wisconsin Med- 
ical Society as its official organ. 

There is a military chapter in the life record of Doctor Foerster, 
for during the Spanish-American War he served as hospital steward 
of the Fourth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry in Alabama from June, 
1898, until April, 1899. He was regarded by the medical officer 
under whom he served as perhaps the most efficient hospital stew- 
ard in the entire army and was offered a commission but declined, 
preferring to finish his service with his regiment. In the first World 
War Doctor Foerster served as a member of the Medical Advisory 
Board in Wisconsin until his appointment, with the rank of captain, 
in the Medical Corps of the U. S. Army, and was company com- 
mander in the Medical Officers Training School at Camp Greenleaf, 
Georgia, and later chief of service in his specialty at the Base 
Hospital at Camp Gordon, Georgia, until April, 1919. He is now a 
member of the Military Order of Foreign Wars. 

His college fraternity is Phi Gamma Delta and he is also a 
member of Alpha Mu Pi Omega medical fraternity, while his ap- 
preciation of the social amenities is shown in his connection with 
the University Club and Milwaukee Country Club and the Univer- 
sity Club of Chicago. 

On the 18th of June, 1907, Doctor Foerster married Louise 
Leidersdorf, of Milwaukee, and their residence is at 5486 North 
Lake Drive, Milwaukee. Doctor and Mrs. Foerster have two chil- 
dren: Frances, now the wife of Dr. Dean H. Hchols, and Frederick 
Erwin, a practicing physician. 

Mrs. Echols attended the Lake School in Milwaukee, Holton 
Arms School in Washington, D. C., the Shipley School in Bryn 
Mawr, Pennsylvania, and Smith College, and now resides in New 
Orleans, where Doctor Echols is neuro-surgeon on the faculty of 
the Medical School of Tulane University and director of the Ochsner 
Clinic. They have three children. 

Dr. Frederick E. Foerster was graduated from the Milwaukee 
Country Day School, received the degree of Bachelor of Arts from 
Haverford College, Haverford, Pennsylvania, in 1935, pursued his 
medical studies at the University of Wisconsin for two years and 
was graduated with the degree of Doctor of Medicine from the 
Medical School of the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia 
in 1939. After interneship for one year at Orange Memorial Hos- 
pital, Orange, New Jersey, he was appointed resident physician in 
medicine at the University Hospital of the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, and then served as instructor in medicine for two years, 
after which he was appointed first lieutenant in the Medical Corps 
of the U. S. Army. He joined the University of Michigan Hospital 
Unit overseas in June, 1943, was promoted to captain in November, 
1943, and has served in England, France and Belgium. He married 
Vira S. Somerndike, of South Orange, New Jersey, in 1939, and 
they have one son, Bruce, who now resides in Ann Arbor. 
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Dr. HARRY ROBERT FOERSTER, a physician of Milwaukee who 
is practicing and teaching dermatology, is a native of this city 
and a son of Erwin and Sophia Emily (Hottinger) Foerster, who 
are mentioned at length in connection with the preceding sketch of his 
brother, Dr. Otto H. Foerster. He gained his Bachelor of Science 
degree at his graduation from the University of Wisconsin and the 
degree of Doctor of Medicine from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1914, after which he served two years as interne in the Pennsyl- 
vania Hospital of Philadelphia and then took postgraduate instruc- 
tion in dermatology at the Vanderbilt Clinic of Columbia University, 
New York. 

During the first World War, Doctor Foerster was with Base 
Hospital No. 22 in France for a year and on other assignments 
for a year, as first lieutenant and then captain in the U. 8. Army 
Medical Corps. 

Doctor Foerster has membership in the American Medical As- 
sociation and served as chairman of the dermatology and syphilology 
section for one year and as secretary for three years. He also be- 
longs to the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Milwaukee 
County Medical Society and is president of the latter for 1945. 
He is likewise a member of the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine 
and the American Academy of Dermatology and Syphilology and has 
been president of each of these organizations. He has been vice 
president of the Society of Investigative Dermatology, is secretary 
of the American Dermatological Association, and is assistant pro- 
fessor of dermatology at Marquette University and at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 

The Doctor is a member of the University Club of Milwaukee 
and the Milwaukee Country Club. His fraternities are Phi Gamma 
Delta, a college fraternity, and Alpha Mu Pi Omega, medical fra- 
ternity. He married Katherine Flynn, of Haverford, Pennsylva- 
nia, a daughter of Jeremiah and Ann (Coleman) Flynn. Their 
family numbers two sons: Harry Robert Jr. and Richard D. 


EDWARD JOHN YOUNG was born in Muscoda, Grant County, Wis- 
consin, April 10, 1877, a son of John and Rose (Bergmueller) Young. 
During Mr. Young’s youthful days spent in his native village he 
attended the parochial and public schools of Muscoda and in his 
teen age joined his father in the lumber business. Thereafter for 
fourteen years he was associated with the Brittingham and Hixon 
interests. A company was organized known as The Brittingham 
& Young Company Ltd., of which he was president and general 
manager. While connected with these interests he became interested 
in timber properties in northern Wisconsin, Mississippi, Alabama, 
Louisiana and in Canada. 

In later years his investments have been in timber properties and 
lumbering operations on the Pacific Coast and in the southern 
states. Also Mr. Young and his family have oil, gas and mineral 
interests in several southern states. He is president of Young Prop- 
erties Incorporated, which has a mill, timber and other properties in 
Canada. : 

He is widely known in the lumber trade circles of the country 
and is now and has been for many years a director of the National 
Hardwood Lumber Association, whose head office is in Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Mr. Young gives his political allegiance to the Republican party. 
His religious faith is that of the Catholic church. He is widely 
known in club circles, with membership in the Madison Club, the 
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Camp Fire Club of Chicago, the Milwaukee Club and the Vancouver 
Club of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. He has his office 
at 1 West Main Street, Madison, Wisconsin. 

In October, 1924, Mr. Young was married to Miss Alice Martens, 
of Kaukauna, Wisconsin. They now reside in Shorewood Hills. 
eee children are Edward J., John M., Mary A. and William H. 

oung. 


JOHN C. MAYER, who is engaged in the practice of law in Mani- 
towoec, where he has followed his profession since 1926, was born 
in Chicago, Illinois, May 28, 19038, and is the eldest of the four 
children of James W. and Bertha (Mosuch) Mayer. The family is 
of German lineage, his grandparents, John and Elizabeth Mayer, 
having been born in Mecklenberg, Germany, whence they came to 
the United States. After landing on the Atlantic seaboard they made 
their way westward to Wisconsin and cast in their lot with the 
pioneer. settlers in the vicinity of Two Rivers. Their son, James 
W. Mayer, took up the barbering business, which he followed until 
his death in 1930. His wife still survives him and their children 
are: Agnes, now the wife of Herbert Bathke; George; Mrs. Catherine 
Jasin; and John C., 

The last named attended the parochial schools of Two Rivers, 
there acquiring his general education, after which he entered the 
University of Wisconsin as a law student. He was graduated with 
the class of 1926, winning the Bachelor of Laws degree, and soon 
afterward he came to Manitowoc, where he has since practiced. He 
entered into partnership with Adolph P. Schenian under the firm 
style of Schenian & Mayer and although the senior partner has now 
retired from business, Mr. Mayer continues in practice under the 
old firm name. He has a large clientele and the court records 
bear testimony to the fact that he has been connected with many 
important cases tried in the courts of the district and has won 
many verdicts favorable to his clients. His preparation of cases 
is always thorough and comprehensive, so that he is well prepared to 
meet any attack of the opposing counsel with a logical reply. He 
remains a close student of the law and is now well established in his 
chosen profession. Of the Manitowoc County Bar Association and 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association he is a member. 

In 1934 Mr. Mayer was united in marriage to Miss Betty Shimek, 
of Manitowoc, who is a member of one of the prominent families 
of the city. She is a graduate of the local high school and also 
attended the University of Wisconsin. They have two children, 
Nancy, born May 9, 1937, and Betty Joan, born December 28, 1944. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mayer are members of Holy Innocents Catholic Church. 


Gerrit J. Corscot. Among the outstanding business men of 
Madison is numbered Gerrit J. Corscot, who at the age of eighty- 
four years is still active, with a record of achievement that should 
put to shame many a man of lesser years who, grown weary of the 
struggles and effort of business life, would relegate to others the 
burdens that he should bear. Mr. Corscot was quite young when 
he first became a wage earner. He was born in Madison in 1860 
and was given the name of his grandfather, Gerrit J. Corscot, who 
was born in Winterswyk, Holland, January 15, 1802. He served as 
a soldier in the war against Belgium. In 1834 he married Bernadina 
Frericks, also a native of Winterswyk, born February 14, 1806, 
They came to the United States with their three ch*'dren in 1846, 
first settling in Bethlehem, New York, and in 1855 they continued 
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their westward journey with Wisconsin as their destination. Their 
three children were J. William, John Henry and Jana. 

_J. William Corscot, father of him whose name introduces this 
record, was born in “the land of dikes” September 17, 1836, and was 
therefore but ten years of age when the family crossed the Atlantic, 
while as a youth of nineteen years he came to Wisconsin. He mar- 
ried and had three children: Gerrit; William, who died; and Jennie, 
who married Nicholas Faber. The father, J. William Corscot, died 
October 7, 1870, when his son Gerrit was ten years old. The father 
married for his second wife Miss Marie Lankester. 

Having attended the grade and high schools of Madison, Gerrit 
J. Corscot was also for a time a student in Professor George’s pri- 
vate school, then situated at the corner of Miflin and Pinckney 
streets. Anxious to start his business career and provide for his 
own support, he became a helper in the office of Mr. Chandler P. 
Chapman, dealer in abstracts, when in his early teens and thus 
started along the line of activity that has largely engaged his at- 
tention since he entered business circles. He was nineteen years of 
age when he became a regular employe in that office at a salary of 
three dollars per week. His thorough early training soon acquainted 
him with the business and he has operated in the absiract field 
throughout the intervening years. The business of Mr. Chapman 
was succeeded by the Dane Abstract Company, which later was con- 
solidated with the Dane County Abstract Association, of which Mr. 
C. N. Brown was the head. Subsequently the Dane Abstract of 
Title Company was organized and absorbed. In 1902 the Dane 
County Title Company was organized, with a capital of $50,000, and 
Mr. Corscot has served continuously as president since its organization. 
He was one of the organizers of the Home Savings & Loan Company 
and was serving as president up to two years ago, when he felt the 
responsibilities of his own business warranted his resigning from 
the presidency of the loan company. An analysis of his business 
record shows that his success has been won through unflagging en- 
ergy, close application and thoroughly trustworthy business meth- 
ods, and he still continues in active connection with the business 
although he has passed the eighty-fourth milestone on life’s journey. 
One unusual and interesting condition in connection with Mr. Cor- 
scot’s long business experience is that he is still occupying the same 
brick office building, at 109 South Fairchild Street, in which he 
started to work about sixty-five years ago for Mr. Chapman. 

Mr. Corscot has always been helpfully interested in community 
welfare, has supported many projects for the public good and for 
years he served as alderman from the Seventh ward, doing every- 
thing possible to promote a businesslike administration of civic af- 
fairs. He has long been identified with the Masonic order, nas taken 
the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite Consistory and is a 
Shriner with membership in Zor Temple. 

When twenty-five years of age Mr. Corscot married Mary Thi- 
bout, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and they became the parents of 
five children, as follows: William, who was born in Madison, No- 
vember 25, 1885, and pursued his education through the grades and 
the high school here, joined the Dane County Title Company imme- 
diately after completing his studies and is now secretary of the cor- 
poration. He married Madnel Olson and they have one daughter, 
Mary Elizabeth, who is now the wife of Bernard Fuller, of Chicago, 
and has a baby daughter, Marylin. Marion is the wife of Firman 
Martin, of Neenah, Wisconsin, and has three sons, Robert, John and 
David. Rosetta died when nine years old. Jennie is the wife of 
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Frank McAdams, an electrical contractor of Madison. Elizabeth 
married Ellis Latchford, a clerk at the University of Wisconsin, and 


has three sons, Richard, Thomas and John. Such in brief is the life | 


history of Gerrit J. Corscot, who is still at the head of the oldest 
abstract office in Madison, it having been established in 1846, and 


| 


who through all the years since he became identified therewith has | 


kept the business abreast of the times, while his position in business 
circles has ever been an enviable one. 


Rr. REv. Mscr. BOLESLAUS E. GorRAL, the pastor of St. Hyacinth’s 
Catholic Church of Milwaukee, is widely known for his writings 
in and concerning the Polish language and ranks high with the 
leading Polish philologists of the country. A native of Prussian 
Poland, he was born in Koenigsdorf, March 12, 1876, and there he 
received his elementary education. Coming to the United States 
in 1889, when thirteen years of age, he at once entered the Polish 


. 


St. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Detroit, Michigan, where he | 


made a good record, particularly in the classical and. philosophical | 


work. 

A mental consideration of his future led him to the determina- 
tion to enter the work of the church, and he joined the Milwaukee 
archdiocese. In the fall of 1896 he enrolled as a student in the 
seminary of St. Francis de Sales in St. Francis, Wisconsin, where 
he completed his theological studies in 1899 with marked success. 
He was ordained a priest by the Most Rev. Archbishop F. X. Kat- 
zey on June 18, 1899, and was appointed a professor in the insti- 


tution in which he had recently been a student in the fall of the | 


same year. 
For nine years and two months he remained there, being the 


first Polish professor in St. Francis Seminary, during which time > 


he taught Latin, Greek, French, German and Polish, while his last 
two years were devoted to teaching homiletics and philosophy ex- 
clusively. His tastes were decidedly of a literary nature; during 
his student days and professorship he composed many poems and 
translated also much verse from other languages into Polish. He, 
likewise, contributed to the press, especially the Polish, many ar- 
ticles on a wide variety of subjects and some of his English and 
Polish sermons have appeared in diverse publications. Monsignor 
Goral translated several German. and English dramas into Polish. 
Some of these were produced by the St. Stanislaus K. Literary and 


Debating Society of St. Francis Seminary and other dramatic so- | 


cieties elsewhere. He translated “The Bells ot Corneville” (Chimes 
of Normandy) for the Polish Opera Society of Milwaukee and it 
was successfully produced in the old Pabst Theater and in other 


places. He was one of the few Polish collaborators of the Catholic | 
Encyclopedia, published in New York, and in 1905 he published | 
“Zasady Interpunkey Polskiej” (Principles of Polish Punctuation | 


Marks) which has been widely and very favorably received here 
and in Poland as a standard treatise on that subject. His interest 


in Polish and comparative philology and linguistics has been con- | 
tinuous, and his library on those subjects is unexcelled in this coun- | 


try and even in Poland, since the ruthless Nazi invaders have pil- 
laged and destroyed all source-works of this nature. He also de- 
lights in the study of our American and Polish slang. For the 
latter he has collected abundant matevial and intends to publish a 


Polish-American dictionary as soon as circumstances permit. He | 


wrote a chapter on “The Poles in Milwaukee” in the Memoirs of 
Milwaukee County (1909), by J. A. Watrous. 
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In 1905 Reverend Goral began the publication of “Oredownik 
Jezykowy” (Language Messenger) ; this monthly did much to pre- 
serve and foster the purity and integrity of the Polish language 
and had a wide circulation among Polish scholars and the intelli- 
gentsia. Its publication ceased in the first months of 1908, when 
lack of time and parish work made its continuation impossible. The 
executive committee of the Polish American Congress assigned to 
Monsignor Goral the task of preparing a new series of Polish text- 
books for the parochial schools, but his professorial duties did not 
allow him to take up this laborious task, especially since the found- 
ing of a new Polish weekly, the Nowiny (News) of Milwaukee was 
assigned to him by the Most Reverend Archbishop Messmer and 
the Polish clergy in 1906. He was chosen its president, editor-in- 
chief and general manager. 

When after a year the Nowiny Publishing Company decided to 
convert this weekly into a daily, the Nowiny Polskie (The Polish 
News) then, on. the urgent request of the company’s stockholders, 
Reverend Goral resigned his professorship at St. Francis Seminary 
in October, 1908, and was assigned to the pastorate of St. Vincent 
de Paul Church in Milwaukee, with which he was associated until 
September 12, 1909, when he was transferred to St. Hyacinth’s par- 
ish. Here he founded the Polish Charities Association in 1910, 
which was later on fused with the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

He was for several years the chief spiritual advisor of the 
Polish Association of America. In 1912 Archbishop Messmer ap- 
pointed him a diocesan consultor, which office he still holds. He is a 
director of St. Francis Seminary, a pro-synodal judge, pro-synodal 
examiner, a judge of the Archdiocesan Matrimonial Court, chair- 
man of the Diocesan School Board. In 1921 he was made a domes- 
tic prelate with the title Right Reverend Monsignor. He is also 
co-founder and director of the St. Ann’s Convalescent Home, an 
asylum for the aged and infirm of Polish descent, started in 1944. 
He is, likewise, executive secretary of the St. Adalbert’s cemetery, 
which he has managed since 1909. He is, besides, a director of the 
Polish American Congress and a director of the Catholic League, 
an association to render religious and charitable aid to devastated 
Poland. 

The St. Hyacinth’s parish over which Monsignor Goral now has 
charge was established in 1882. Since he assumed the pastorate 
here the parish has improved greatly, socially and materially. He 
began to put into practice the principles he was propounding stead- 
fastly in the Seminary: To take great care of the growing up boys 
and girls, found literary and dramatic societies, arrange in the 
parish hall all kinds of entertainments—dances, concerts, ete.— al- 
ways under strict supervision of parents and assistant priests, keep 
the youth busy all the time. During his pastorate he spent over 
$150,000 for necessary repairs and improvements which the five 
parish buildings needed badly. 

In 1904 his doctor ordered him to take a prolonged rest in order 
to prevent a nervous breakdown. Monsignor Goral went to Europe 
to visit his family. On his way he stopped in London, where he spent 
nearly two weeks exploring the British Museum and other historical 
places; thence he went to France, where in Paris he visited the 
Louvre, Sorborine and other artistic and historical institutions. In 
Italy he spent almost three weeks studying the Vatican art galleries, 
library, basilicas, the Forum Romanum, catacombs and numberless 
other memorable places. He visited, likewise, Florence (famous art 
galleries), Pisa (leaning tower), Milan, Naples, Pompeii with its 
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excavations. In Switzerland he was introduced to many renowned 
professors of the Fribourg University, among others to Prince Max 
of Saxony, attending lectures and studying new educational methods 
and systems. In his itinerary was included Munich, Dresden, Berlin, 
Vienna, Cracow, Lemberg and many other worthwhile seats of 
science or arts. Bookstores he visited especially, searching diligently 
for rare out-of-print scientific works. Being a great music lover (of 
the classical type) he enjoyed Vienna’s concerts very much. In his 
younger days he played in the Seminary band, Mr. Willy Jafé was 
his violin professor; he also has a fair knowledge of the piano and 
flute. 

He refused the offer to become rector of the Polish Seminary in 
Orchard Lake, Michigan, and the request to qualify for professor 
of Polish linguistics in the Posen University. He wants to spend his 
remaining days in St. Hyacinth’s parish where he has worked for 
thirty-five years. 

Poland conferred on him the order of “Polonia Restituta,” the 
Pontifical “Arcadia” academy (Pontificia Academia degli Arcadi) 
made him its member, and another pontifical order—the Order of 
St. George—its grand officer (grand officier); besides he is the 
recipient of “Gen. Haller’s Swords” (Miecze Hallerowskie) and of 
a special medal of merit of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of 
America. In his younger days, while yet a theological student, he 
was awarded a gold medal for a Latin dissertation on the ‘‘Habit”’ 
as it appears in man. In 1948 he was elected a corresponding mem- 
ber of the “Polish Institute of Arts and Sciences of America,” a suc- 
cessor to the Polish Academy of Sciences of Cracow, whose expelled 
members constitute the nucleus of its American counter part. He has 
also been honored by several colleges with diplomas of merit. 


Dr. MALcoLM P. ANDREWS, opthalmologist and laryngologist, 
who has practiced in Manitowoc since 1919, was born in Lebanon, 
st. Clair County, Illinois, April 1, 1879, a son of Dr. C. N. and 
_ Mary Ann (Page) Andrews. Research into the annals of the fam- 
ily shows that three brothers of the name came from England to 
America during the early Colonial epoch in our history, one settling 
in Virginia, one in New York and one in New England. The doc- 
tor’s grandfather, who was born in New York State, became one 
of the early settlers of the Hudson River valley and there followed 
shoemaking. Dr. C. N. Andrews was the first physician to practice 
at West Rockford, Illinois, and was the youngest man to graduate 
from the Albany Medical College at Albany, New York. He was 
also associated with his father-in-law in the invention of a cotton 
picker, for which he was awarded a gold medal at the New Orleans 
(La.) Exposition. He contracted cholera, which left his hitherto 
rugged constitution somewhat impaired. He located at St. Louis 
with the intention of practicing there, but owing to his health he 
removed to a smaller town, Lebanon, Illinois, where his son Malcolm 
was born and where Doctor Andrews died of apoplexy when sixty- 
two years of age. His wife, Mary Ann (Page) Andrews, was a 
member of the well known Page family of paper manufacture ‘s in 
Connecticut. She was reared amid luxurious surroundings and com- 
pleted her education in a finishing school. She was a talented 
musician and also the writer of verse, possessed a mind of varied 
talents and was a woman of considerable culture. After her hus- 
band’s health failed, because of which their fortune dwindled, she 
taught school in Rockford, Hlinois, and among her pupils was a 
daughter of the famous Indian chieftain Black Hawk, whose heroic 
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statue, by Lorado Taft, is one of the notable features of the Rock 
River valley. Her father, who was associated with Dr. C. N. Andrews 
in the invention of the cotton picker, which was a valuable asset to 
the cotton industry, died of cholera. In the family of Dr. C. N. 
and Mrs. Andrews were two sons, of whom Charles Page Andrews, 
twelve years the senior of his brother Malcolm, was born with a 
clubfoot and in such a condition that his father could not induce 
any physician to operate. Determined that his son should not be 
burdened with such a deformity, the father then decided that he 
would operate himself and while the child was still an infant, and 
with the help of his wife as attendant, Dr. C. N. Andrews did the 
surgical work that resulted in a perfect eradication of the trouble. 
That son became a minister of the Presbyterian church and after 
many years of fruitful service in preaching the gospel, retired to 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois. 

Dr. Maleolm P. Andrews may well feel proud of the fact that in 
both the. Andrews and Page families there have been a succession 
of physicians, lawyers, bankers and political leaders, both men and 
women of unusual talent. His father died when he was only three 
years of age and he was only a lad of twelve when his mother passed 
away, but her accomplishments in the finer arts were truly trans- 
mitted to her two sons and Doctor Andrews paid his way through 
school and college by his musical ability. He played various instru- 
ments and also formed an orchestra. At the same time he was pos- 
sessed of a versatile singing voice. He attended McKendrie College 
of Illinois, where he was a member of the College quartette and orches- 
tra, and took his higher classical course in St, Louis University. Subse- 
quently he received his professional degree from the University of 
Illinois. Since that time he has pursued various postgraduate 
courses not only in the field of medicine but in the realms of literature 
and history. 

The Doctor’s initial experience came to him through active gen- 
eral practice in Abbotsford, Wisconsin, where he remained for five 
years, and while there he served as division surgeon of the Wis- 
consin Central Railroad. He next located in Beloit, Wisconsin, where 
he practiced for seven years and then sold out to enter military 
service in connection with World War I, waiting for assignment 
at the time the Armistice was signed. Having sold his practice in 
Beloit he was denied the privilege of returning there and instead 
came to Manitowoc, where he continued the practice of his specialty 
of the eye, ear, nose and throat, and is still specializing along these 
lines. 

Doctor Andrews is a member of the Manitowoc County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American 
Medical Association and also of the American Academy of Opthal- 
mology and Laryngology. His membership connections likewise in- 
clude the Masonic order and the Kiwanis Club, of which he was for- 
merly president, and he belongs to the Presbyterian church. He was 
«4 member of the United States Defense Corps and an exaininer of 
inductees. He has found recreation and diversion in writing verse, 
and his book of poetry has found favor with many critics and ad- 
mirers. He has been given a life membership in the Academy of 
Opthalmology. 

Doctor Andrews married Miss Mabel Downey, of Indianola, Ili- 
nois, and they have one son, Dr. Edson J. Andrews, who was born 
in 1910. He is a graduate of the Mercersburg, Pennsylvania, Acad- 
emy and of Haverford College, and he gained his M. D. degree at his 


graduation from Northwestern University. After serving his interne- 
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Mr. McMahon has always given his allegiance to the Republican 
party and in 1916 was assistant sergeant-at-arms at the national 
convention of the party and in 1932 attended the convention as an 
alternate delegate. Along strictly professional lines he is connected 
with the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association and the American Bar Association. He is a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon and Phi Delta Phi. He was one of the founders 
of the reorganized Lions Club, of which he was chosen a director, 
while in 1923 he served as the president. In 1922 he served as a 
delegate to the national convention of the Lions Club in Atlantic 
City and again in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1928. He has long taken an 
active part in civic affairs, in 1922 was a member of the state execu- 
tive committee of the American Legion and is a member of Alonzo 
Cudworth Post No. 23. For two years Mr. McMahon was Govern- 
ment appeal agent for local board No. 1 of the selective service 
system and since January 1, 1944, he has been chairman of panel 
No. 3 of the Milwaukee County draft appeal board. 

In St. Mary’s of the Lake Catholic Church at Chicago, June 1, 
1925, Mr. McMahon married Margaret R. Webster, who was edu- 
cated in the Milwaukee-Downer College and the University of Wis- 
consin. Since 1930 she has been treasurer of Gamma Phi Beta, Mil- 
waukee alumnae. She is a director and assistant treasurer of the 
Milwaukee Catholic Home for the Aged and has been a community 
fund drive team captain for many years. 


MICHAEL OLBRICH, who passed from this life in 1929, had long 
been a capable and successful member of the Madison bar, having 
practiced in the capital city for almost a quarter of a century. He 
was also accounted one of the useful and valued residents of the 
state, having been affiliated with all the interests and activities which 
make for substantial upbuilding and progress, being particularly 
well known in connection with park development. 

Mr. Olbrich was born in Harvard, Illinois, September 29, 1881, 
a son of Jacob and Marie (Weitzell) Olbrich, both of whom came of 
German lineage. His grandfather in the maternal line was Friederich 
Wilhelm Weitzell, a native of Germany, whence he came to the United 
States, settling near Harvard, Illinois, where he became a success- 
ful farmer. 

In the schools of his home community Michael Olbrich pursued 
his early education, afterward taking the work of the grades and 
the high school in Harvard. Entering the University of Wisconsin, 
he won his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1902 and then pursued his law 
course, gaining his LL.B. degree in 1905. Admitted to the bar of 
this state, he entered upon active practice as a member of the firm 
of Bashford & Aylward, remaining in that connection for some time. 
He was also a member of the firm of Aylward, Davies & Olbrich, 
and at the time of his death he was the senior partner in the law 
firm of Olbrich & Siebecker. His college career, however, merits more 
than passing notice. He was chosen a member of Phi Beta Kappa 
for excellence in scholarship and for a year after his graduation he 
was instructor in oratory at the University. He also founded the 
Edwin Booth Dramatic Club and was the founder and promoter of 
the Wisconsin Literary Magazine. He headed the debating team that 
defeated Michigan University for the first time in the course of 
the Wisconsin-Michigan debates, this occurring in 1904, and he also 
represented the University of Wisconsin in the Northern Oratorical 
League contest in 1902. He had outstanding ability as a speaker and 
could easily sway an audience by his eloquence. This naturally was 
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also a strong feature in his law practice, especially as he presented 
his cause before the court. He was given high rating as a capable 
member of the bar, well versed in the law and at all times accurately 
applying his knowledge to the points at issue. Moreover he was ex- 
tremely loyal to the interests of his clients, yet he never forgot that 
he owed a still higher allegiance to the majesty of the law, and his 
entire course reflected credit and honor upon the profession which 
he chose as a life work. 

He also became prominent in political circles and made a close 
study of government affairs. In 1912 he was made a delegate to 
the Republican national convention in Chicago and again at the suc- 
ceeding convention, in both of which he nominated Senator La 
Folletté as a candidate for president of the United States. In 1912 
he was also treasurer of the Republican State Central Committee 
and was chairman of the non-partisan Progressive campaign that 
sought to elect John J. Blaine to the office of Wisconsin’s governor. 
He served as deputy attorney general under Blaine and then resigned 
to accept the post of executive counsel under Blaine. During the first 
World War he made speeches in connection with all the war fund 
drives. . 

Mr. Olbrich championed the cause of public park development and 
in 1922 organized a group of interested Madison citizens into the 
Madison Parks Foundation to acquire cattail swamps and the low 
marshy tract on the shores of Lake Monona. Purchasing the land 
when it was cheap, his Parks Foundation carried the project for 
years and then turned the land over to the city for the mere cost 
of meeting the expense that had been incurred. Today Olbrich Park; 
- with its beaches, is a beauty spot, extending from Monona Drive to 
the lake. When that project was well under way Mr. Olbrich trans- 
ferred his interest to the shores of Lake Wingra. He had done so 
well with the waste land to the east of the city that when he started 
operations in the western section of the state there was no one to 
thwart his plans to acquire the bogs and fens of the Wingra marshes. 
He began to plan for an arboretum around the south shore of the 
lake, and so well did he succeed that the park is today a memorial 
to his civic spirit. In 1925 he was appointed a regent of the State 
University, and this brought him wider vision and greater oppor- 
tunity. He saw in the needs of the school a chance to work out a 
much broader plan than merely to create a park. Here was the 
chance to conserve the natural beauty of the Wingra marshes, to 
preserve the little white lady-slipper for future lovers of the beauty 
in flowers and to make a home for the diminishing wild life of the 
four lakes region. His death in 1929 halted the work for a time but 
later plans were submitted to the University Regents which were 
adopted by them in 1932. In June of that year the Arboretum and 
Wild Life Refuge was dedicated. In June, 1939, the Olbrich Gate- 
way was dedicated to the memory of the promoter of the Arboretum, 
which contains a thousand acres, and a large bronze tablet, dedicated 
in recognition of his services to the University and the state, was 
placed at the entrance. In August, 1921, dedicatory ceremonies were 
held in connection with the opening of beautiful and unique boys’ 
camp site at Morris Park, that was given by Michael Olbrich and 
his brothers, in honor of their brother Emil, to the Young Men’s 
Christian Association. This brother had also been a brilliant student 
at the University of Wisconsin and was drowned in Lake Mendota 
in 1906. 

Michael Olbrich was a member of the Madison Club, the Uni- 
versity Club and the Maple Bluff Golf Club, and along strictly pro- 
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fessional lines was connected with the Dane County Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin Bar Association and the American Bar Association, 
and at all times he commanded the respect and enjoyed the goodwill 
of his fellow practitioners. He was a man loyal in citizenship and 
devoted in his friendships, but his best traits of character were al- 
ways reserved for his own fireside, where his interests and affec- 
tions centered. 3 

It was in 1907 that Mr. Olbrich married Isabelle Wilson, of Chi- 
cago, who was born in 1884, and who, at her husband’s death took 
over the management of the home and the supervision of their six 
children. The eldest daughter, Isabelle Marie, is now the wife of 
Benjamin Teare, of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Wilson McGregor, a 
University of Wisconsin graduate and engaged in the practice of 
law in Madison, married Sue Wallz, and their two children are 
Elizabeth and Michaele. Stuart Weitzell, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin and of Oberlin College, Oberlin, Ohio, married 
Lenore Milan, of Merem, Indiana. Robert Marshall is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin. He is a physician and is in the serv- 
ice of his country. Michael, a graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin, married Frances Chapman. He is a lieutenant in the U. S. 
Army and has served three years in New Guinea. John, the youngest 
son of Mrs. Olbrich, is a graduate of the Madison high school and is 
a seaman in the U. S. Navy. Mrs. Olbrich and her children are 
members of the Congregational church and she also belongs to the 
Woman’s Club, the Civic Club and the Parent-Teachers Association, 
She has spent most of her life in Madison, and her interests have 
centered in those things which are of intellectual and cultural worth. 

Mr. Olbrich was one of the most outstanding and popular men of 
Madison, and at the funeral service Dr. Glenn Frank paid many 
beautiful and merited tributes to him, saying in part: “He was an 
acolyte at the altar of the beautiful and whether nursing a rose to 
loveliness or investing his energies in the development of parks or 
playgrounds, or swinging into a political campaign, the dream that 
drove him on was the dream of a beautiful life for himself and his 
fellowman. Had the prizes of strictly professional achievement loomed 
larger in his eyes a career as advocate or jurist extraordinary was 
his for the asking. He brought to the law a singularly rich equip- 
ment. He was a man of genuine learning, a man of untrammelled in- 
telligence, a man of culture, charm and conscience compounded. He 
loved justice and peace and was a profoundly spiritual man. Neither 
love of friend or fear of foe could swerve him from the line of duty.” 
His death occurred October 10, 1929. 


ELLEANER RYERSON, who is the efficient librarian of the White- 
fish Bay high school, is a native of Berlin, Green Lake County, 
Wisconsin, and is a graduate of Carroll College of Waukesha 
County, where she won the Bachelor of Arts degree at her gradua- 
tion in 1923. She is also an alumna of the library school of the 
University of Wisconsin, where she completed the course in 1929. 
She taught school for two years at Wautoma, Wisconsin, and for 
three years at Richland Center, while for six years she was an 
instructor in library science in the East Side high school at Mad- 
ison. At the present writing (1944) she is working toward a mas- 
ter’s degree in history at Marquette University of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

For nine years, since 1935, she has served as librarian at the 
Whitefish Bay high school, her long connection there being indica- 
tive of the excellent service she has rendered. When Miss Ryerson 


580 WISCONSIN 


took charge of this library it contained 3486 books and 1000 sup- 
plementary books. Today the library consists of 8805 books and 
5888 supplementary books, including class room books. 

Miss Ryerson belongs to Theta Phi Alpha sorority, Phi Delta 
Gamma, a graduate sorority, Pi Lambda Theta, educational soror- 
ity. She is a member of a number of library associations, including 
American Library Association, Special Libraries of Milwaukee, 
County Libraries, Wisconsin Library Association and Wisconsin 
Library Association of High School. She belongs to the National 
Education Association and the Wisconsin Teachers Association. In 
1936-37 she was secretary to the Wisconsin Library Association 
of High Schools. 


MANITOWoc VOCATIONAL SCHOOL, which has continuously devel- 
oped and expanded under wise leadership and direction, has become 
an institution of very high rating in its particular category and is 
a credit to the city and the men who founded and promoted it. In 
1911 Wisconsin passed its first law providing for vocational schools, 
_ requiring such to be established in all cities of more than five thousand 
population. The great majority of boys and girls of that period be- 
gan working at an early age and received no further educational 
training. Men of vision, however, recognized their need for further 
educational development and with the passage of the vocational school 
law Manitowoc at once went to work to meet the requirement. 

In the fall of 1912 a school was opened with a few girls in attend- 
ance, who were taught sewing, cooking and academic subjects by Mrs. 
E. Tollefson. All children between the ages of fourteen and sixteen 
who were employed were required to attend school five hours a week. 
The law passed by the Legislature also required that there should 
be state and local boards of vocational education and that child labor 
permits must be obtained. In accordance with that law Manitowoc 
immediately appointed five citizens to act as the first vocational school 
board, two of whom were employers of labor, J. H. Schroeder of 
the Building Supply Company and Max Rahr of the Rahr Malting 
Company; two who were employees, H. J. Daeke, of the Aluminum 
Goods Manufacturing Company, and I. J. Morris, of the Manitowoc 
Ship Building Corporation ; and P. J. Zimmers, then superintendent 
of schools. 

Vocational instruction was begun in the McKinley school and in 
February, 1918, the principal of that school, W. F. Weisend, was 
made part time director of the vocational school, teaching the boys’ 
classes, which were held four afternoons a week. During the first 
year four more instructors were added to the faculty. The school had 
a steady growth and by 1920 the accommodations at the McKinley 
school were inadequate, so that a removal was made to the shipyards 
dormitories at the foot of South Sixteenth Street, which had not been 
in use since the first World War. The necessary remodeling was 
done and L. P. Whitcomb was made full time director. Three years 
later he was succeeded by A. L. Nimtz, who has now been director 
for twenty-four years. 

With the increased attendance annually, the scope of the school 
was continually broadened in its purposes and course of instruction, 
new shops were added and new equipment and facilities secured. 
Recognition of the necessity of providing a building for the vocational 
school led to the purchase of a lot at Fourteenth and Clark streets 
in 1925, and in 1926 and 1927 other land was acquired until seven 
lots had been purchased. A little later the city council voted $200,000 
for the erection of a building and the cornerstone was laid in 1931 
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and the school opened in September, 1932. Today there is a thirty- 
room building, modern in every respect, containing a gymnasium, 
an assembly hall, perfect natural lighting, well equipped shops and 
classrooms and space enough so that music, physical education, dra- 
matics and other such subjects could be added to the curriculum. 
There are now employed eighteen teachers of the day classes, fifty 
for the evening classes and eight circuit and four college teachers, 
who give instruction in machine shop work, printing, sheet metal and 
drafting, bookkeeping, salesmanship, typing, shorthand, business 
English, commercial law, commercial geography, mimeographing, 
filing, office practice, machine calculation, public speaking, telephony, 
baking, related science, care of kitchen, dietetics, family marketing, 
family relationship, first aid in the home, food preservation, courtesy, 
children’s clothing, family budgeting and many other subjects having 
to do with home management. In addition high school graduates may 
have an additional year of college work and there are special indus- 
trial, home economics and commercial courses for adults who are un- 
employed and university extension work. Circuit instructors teach 
carpentry, plumbing, electricity, foundry work, foremanship, paint- 
ing and decorating and other lines, and a guidance program is pro- 
vided for all day students, while handicapped persons are given prac- 
tical training to meet their requirements. The school also cooperates 
with employers in apprenticeships and issues labor permits allowable 
to those under eighteen years of age. The work of the school is now 
thoroughly organized, systematized and standardized and continuous 
progress and improvements are being made, with results that are 
far-reaching and beneficial. The director is a man of broad practical 
experience and of high ideals in the matter of service and assistance 
rendered the students, and each year has chronicled various improve- 
ments made in the scope and methods of teaching. 


ANTHONY LouIs NIMtTz, an educator of marked ability and high 
reputation, is now the director of the Vocational School at Manitowoc, 
with approximately twenty-five hundred students under his super- 
vision. He has devoted the entire period of his manhood to activity 
in the educational field, advancing step by step until his orderly pro- 
gression has brought him to his present position, Born at Wisconsin 
Rapids, May 18, 1888, he is a son of John and Rose (Vetzel) Nimtz. 
The father, a native of Germany, came to the United States in young 
manhood and after spending some time in New York, Chicago and- 
Michigan finally settled at Wisconsin Rapids. To him and his wife 
were born eight children, of whom Joseph, Mary and Frances are 
now deceased, the others of the family being Albert, August, Frank, 
Anthony L. and Gertrude. 

After pursuing his early education in the grade schools of Wis- 
consin Rapids and completing the high school course by graduation 
there, Anthony L. Nimtz continued his studies in the University of 
Wisconsin, in the Oshkosh State Normal School, where he received 
his Bachelor of Arts degree, and in Stout Institute. Taking up the 
profession of teaching, he served as high school principal and as 
superintendent of schools in various Wisconsin towns and in 1921 
eame to Manitowoc to teach in the vocational school. Because of his 
administrative experience he was made director of the school in 1923 
and has now served for twenty years in this responsible position. 
Manitowoc has every reason to be proud of her vocational school, 
which is housed in a splendidly constructed, well lighted and thorough- 
ly equipped building. Its appointments are of the best, and the work 
is conducted along the most modern lines, reflecting the progressive 
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spirit of the director, who at all times keeps abreast with the most 
advanced ideas in vocational training and, while holding to high 
ideals, utilizes the most practical methods in their attainment, 

Mr. Nimtz is a member of the State Mducation Association, the 
Lake Shore Schoolmasters Association and the National and State 
Vocational associations. His religious faith is indicated in his con- 
nection with the Sacred Heart Catholic Church, to which his wife 
also belong's. 

In 1922 Mr. Nimtz married Lauretta Lennie, of Eau Claire, Wis- 
consin, who is a graduate of the Eau Claire Teachers College and 
taught in the junior high school in Manitowoc prior to their mar- 
riage. Their children are: Richard A., who was born January 16, 
1924, ‘and is now attending Marquette University of Milwaukee; 
Mary Agnes, born February 9, 1925; Elizabeth E., born August 29, 
1926; Donald E., born October 18, 1929; Robert, born January a 
1931; Gerald A., born February 17, 1932; David, born November 24, 
1933, and Rita Anne, born July 29, 1939. 


SAMUEL BECKER, known throughout the country as a distinguished 
attorney, with offices in Milwaukee and New York City, has largely 
been associated with federal affairs, both as a trial lawyer and in 
appointive positions. A native son of Milwaukee, he was born March 
16, 1903, a son of Abraham I. and Anna (Zack) Becker, both natives 
of Russia. In 1900 they came to Milwaukee, where they are still 
living, the father here engaging in the grocery business for twenty- 
five years. 

Samuel Becker was graduated from the South Division high school 
of Milwaukee when but fifteen years of age and afterward enrolled 
as a student in the University of Wisconsin. He worked during the 
summer months from his early youth in order to meet the expenses 
of his high school and university courses, and was graduated in 
1922 with the Bachelor of Arts degree. He became a member of 
Phi Beta Kappa and of the Haresfoot Club, a dramatic society, and 
he was also active in forensics. He won the Shelton Hale scholarship 
while at Harvard Law School, where the Bachelor of Laws degree 
was conferred on him as a member of the class of 1925. He was 
assistant to the reporter for the Law of Torts of the American Law 
Institute from September, 1925, until September, 1926, and in the 
latter year he received his 8. J. D. from Harvard. The thoroughness 
of his preparation is indicated in the fact that he was appointed 
to the position of assistant professor of law at Tulane University 
in New Orleans, Louisiana, where he taught torts, sales, bills and 
notes, agency and legal bibliography. 

In September, 1927, Mr. Becker returned to Milwaukee to engage 
in the private practice of his chosen profession and in January, 1928, 
he became associated with the law firm of Bloodgood, Kemper & 
Bloodgood and later with its successor, Bloodgood, Stebbins & Blood- 
good. His practice has long been of an important character that 
was connected with many cases concerning the public welfare. In 
1931 he was made executive counsel to Governor Philip LaFollette 
and was special counsel to the attorney general of Wisconsin in the 
cement cases and also in the oleomargarine cases. He was also 
special counsel in connection with the State Board of Deposits and 
in 1933 was connected with the legal matters of the procurement — 
loans by the Reconstruction Finance Corporation for the reopening 
of closed banks. From September, 1933, until July, 1984, he was 
counsel to the Public Works Administration, and at the latter date 
became general counsel for the Wisconsin Public Works Administra- 
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tion, while in 1935 he was appointed general counsel of the power 
division of the Public Works Administration at Washington, D. C. 
From October, 1935, until March, 1937, he was special counsel of 
the Federal Communications Commission at Washington, D. C., in 
connection with the telephone investigation, and during that time 
his work was favorably mentioned by Time magazine of March 30, 
1936, and in The News, a Washington magazine of March 28, 1936. 

Mr. Becker was co-author with Robert A. Hess of “The Chain 
Store License Tax” in the North Carolina Law Review of February, 
1929, and the Wisconsin Law Review of April, 1928, devoted its 
entire space to his article on “Administrative Control of Insurance 
in Wisconsin.” His public service has proven essential and valuable 
in the settlement of many important questions and at all times he 
has sought the benefit of society at large through his active efforts 
on behalf of law and justice. 

Mr. Becker is a member of the Wisconsin Bar Association, the 
Chicago Bar Association, the New- York City Bar Association, the 
Lawyers Guild and the American Bar Association. He maintains 
law offices in both Milwaukee and New York City and his practice 
in trial work and investigations extends all over the United States. 
In his political thought he is liberal, usually supporting the Progres- 
sive party and he is orthodox in his religious faith. 


FREDERICK O. LEISER. There is perhaps no one better known to 
the youth of Madison than Frederick O. Leiser, who for twenty-six 
years was the city secretary of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion. He was the pioneer in shaping the program of. the: OY? tor 
the welfare of the boys and young men of the whole city. There is 
no measuring rule to gauge the extent and value of his service to 
the city, but all who know Madison will readily acknowledge that 
his efforts have been far-reaching. 

Mr. Leiser was born in the township of Merrimac, Sauk County, 
Wisconsin, on June 26, 1879, his parents being William and Susan 
(Mueller) Leiser, both of whom were natives of Germany and crossed 
the Atlantic with their respective parents in 1848, William being at 
that time a lad of ten years. The Leisers came from the Alsace- 
Lorraine section while the Muellers came from Breslau, and they 
east in their lot with the farming people of Wisconsin. William 
Leiser in the course of years became a substantial agriculturist, 
owning a fine tract of 160 acres of arable and productive land in 
Sauk County. In February of 1892 he decided to retire to the city 
and accordingly bought a place in Baraboo, where he lived with his 
wife until they were called to their final rest. William Leiser was 
born in 1838 and died October 21, 1916, while Mrs. Leiser, who was 
born in 1840, passed away July 3, 1915. In the family of William 
and Susan (Mueller) Leiser there were nine children, as follows: 
Charles, deceased; William H.; Susan, deceased; Louise, deceased ; 
Caroline, wife of Thomas A. Kelleher, deceased ; George E.; Robert 
J., deceased; Frederick O., of this review; and Herman II., who is 
the youngest. 

Like the others of the family Frederick O. began his education 
in the district school and later attended high school in Baraboo, 
where he finished his work in the spring of 1898. That year in the 
autumn he entered the University of Wisconsin and eraduated with 
the degree of Bachelor of Letters in 1902. Later he returned for post- 
graduate work and was accorded the Master of Arts degree in the 
spring of 1915. While he was a student at the University he became 
interested in the work of the student Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
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ciation at the University. It was through his contact with the lead- 
ers of this work and his associates that he decided to give his life 
to the work of the Y. M. C. A. His first position after finishing his 
college work was that of managing a building campaign in order to 
secure funds for the erection of a University Y. M. C. A. building. 
For over two years he went up and down the various sections of 
Wisconsin in addition to visiting some alumni outside the state. By 
the summer of 1905 sufficient funds were in hand and a suitable 
structure was erected ready for occupancy by September, 1905. It 
was more or less a pioneering venture. At this writing this building, 
over forty years in continual service, has outlived its usefulness and 
efforts are now under way to secure half a million dollars with 
which to erect a suitable home for the student Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association. 

Early in the year of 1905 the International Committee of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association approached Mr. Leiser and asked 
him to pioneer in the Y. M. C. A. work in China. Accordingly, with his 
wife he set sail for the Orient in November of that year. Mr. Leiser 
remained in Hong Kong for two years to study the Chinese language 
and secure some valuable experience through his close contact with 
the Chinese Y. M. C. A. work in that city. However, in February 
of 1908 he moved to Canton, at the very urgent invitation of a 
large group of young Chinese of that city, and there he pioneered 
the work of the Canton Y. M. C. A. As a result of his experience 
in Canton and Hong Kong it was only natural that after returning 
from the Orient in 1914 a nucleus of business men who were hoping 
to see a city Y. M. C. A. established in Madison sought Mr. Leiser 
to pioneer the work here, and it was on August 16, 1916, that Mr. 
Leiser opened an office in the Gay building as temporary headquar- 
ters for pioneering the work of the Madison Young Men’s Christian 
Association. After serving as executive of this organization for 
twenty-six years Mr. Leiser asked to be relieved of his responsibili- 
ties. Accordingly on August 1, 1942, Mr. Leiser retired from this 
work. Two weeks after he had retired the Government asked him 
to assume certain responsibilities in relation to the war effort. Mr. 
Leiser became the director of rent control for this area, comprising 
three counties: Dane, Columbia and Sauk; also Monroe County was 
added for a short period. By September 1 offices were opened above 
the Anchor building on the square in Madison and a sub-office in 
Baraboo. A staff of sixteen men and women began to administer the 
regulations of the O. P. A. on rent control. After a year in this 
service Mr. Leiser sought again to be relieved of his duties, having 
established an efficient organization and the heaviest administrative 
responsibilities were out of the way. He retired from this service 
September 22, 1943. 

His outside interests are shown in the fact that he is a Mason, 
a member of the University West End Club, an officer of the First 
Congregational Church and he was for over twenty-five years a 
member of Kiwanis. He is also a member of the University Alumni 
Association and chairman of his re-uning class of 1902. 

On the 16th of November, 1903, Mr. Leiser married Miss Winni- 
fred Heidelberg, of South Milwaukee, and their only surviving son, 
David, was born in Canton, China, April 13, 1913. He is a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1934 and his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1938. He 
practiced law one year in Madison and then served the Young Men’s 
Christian Association at Detroit for one year, after which he en- 
tered the United States customs service. In November of 1942 he 
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was drafted and sent to Camp Beale, California, and assigned to 
the Thirteenth Armored Division. In May of 1944 he landed in King- 
land and on July 13th he landed in France, assigned to the Seventy- 
ninth Division. On October 5, 1944, while serving with the Seventh 
Army he was wounded by shrapnel from a German tank gun. At 
this writing he is in a recuperating hospital in Naples. He was 
married on August 16, 1941, to Miss Hortense Schaum, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, and they have a daughter, Karen, born August 21, 1944. 
David was awarded the Purple Heart. 


Harry L. WEDERTZ, president and general manager of the Lake- 
side Packing Company, with headquarters and plant at Manitowoc, 
was born in Chicago, Illinois, November 6, 1891, the only child of 
Louis E. and Elizabeth (Anderson) Wedertz, both of whom were 
natives of lowa. The father spent his youth in that state but in young 
manhood moved to Chicago, where he engaged in the wholesale gro- 
cery business for a number of years. In 1906 he came to Manitowoc, 
where he organized and promoted the Lakeside’ Packing Company, of 
which he was the first president. The business steadily grew and de- 
veloped until it is now one of the largest enterprises of the kind in 
Wisconsin. Mr. Wedertz was a civic minded man, interested in every- 
thing that pertained to the general welfare and stanchly supported 
many projects for the public good. He was the president of the Elks 
lodge when the present fine Elks Home was built. He had served as 
president of the Lakeside Packing Company for fifteen years when 
he passed away in 1936. His widow still survives and makes her 
home in Manitowoc. 

At the usual age Harry L. Wedertz became a pupil in the grade 
schools of Burlington, lowa, and passed on to his graduation from 
high school there. When he had completed the course he began work- 
ing for the Western Electric Company, with which he remained for 
five years. He then joined his father in the present canning business, 
thoroughly acquainted himself with every branch of the enterprise 
and upon his father’s death in 1936 succeeded to the presidency, 
which executive position he has since filled. The history of the 
canning business in Wisconsin reads like a romantic tale. It was the 
outgrowth of the efforts of the firm of David Landreth & Sons, seeds- 
men of Bristol, Pennsylvania, where they began operating in 1784. 
The business is still in existence under the direction of Andrew 
Landreth, who was born in Bristol, February 4, 1858. He too became 
an experienced seedsman and on removing westward he settled first 
in Michigan, whence he later came to Manitowoc. In 1870 Captain 
Burnet Landreth, who was then the head of the family, came west 
seeking a location favorable to the growing of seed peas. He bought 
a large tract of land at Four Corners in Manitowoc County and in 
1875 Albert Landreth came west to manage the business interests of 
the family here. In 1889 he established the Albert Landreth Packing 
Company, with a capital of ten thousand dollars. There was no Ma- 
chinery of any kind to further the interests of the business. Peas 
were picked by hand and there was no cleaning, washing or convey- 
ing machinery, no blanchers or fillers, no graders or cappers. At 
times Mr. Landreth employed as many as two thousand pickers. He 
put up his first pack of peas in 1889 and in Wisconsin the Lakeside 
and Eureka brands were of the best quality possible, so that by 
1898 he had become the largest packer of peas in the world. Thus 
the industry was started in Wisconsin and Mr. Wedertz is numbered 
among those who have furthered the canning industry in this state. 
He today heads the Lakeside Canning Company, which has a large 
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plant at Manitowoc, supplied with the latest improved machinery and 
equipment, and his products have ever been maintained at the high- 
est standard. The business is of course a seasonal one, but he em- 
ploys seventy people in the dull season, while there are eight hundred 
names on the payroll when production is at its height. The factory 
is still located on the original site, although it has been enlarged sev- 
eral times. Packing is done under the name of the Lakeside brand 
and includes peas, corn, beans, beets and carrots. In addition to the 
Manitowoc plant the company has branch packing houses at Sheboy- 
gan and Amery, Wisconsin, and at Plainview, Minnesota. 

Mr. Wedertz is a thirty-second degree Consistory Mason and also 
a member of the Shrine and he closely follows the teachings and pur- 
poses of the craft. He likewise belongs to the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks and the Lakeside Country Club, of which he 
is a trustee. His interest in community welfare is manifest in prac- 
tical effort for the common good. He is now president of the Com- 
munity Fund and is a director of the local organization of the Red 
Cross. 

In 1916 Mr. Wedertz married Harriett Blumenstein, of Mani- 
towoc, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Blumenstein, who were 
early pioneer farming people of Manitowoc County. The children of 


this marriage are two daughters: Elizabeth, who was born October . 


22, 1921, and is now the wife of G. Lund; and Shirley, who was born 
August 4, 1926. 


Tie HYLAND HALL COMPANY. The business enterprises of a com- 
munity are indicative of the class of people who reside there and of 
the spirit which actuates them in their undertakings. The record of 
the Hyland Hall Company therefore reflects credit upon the industrial 
and manufacturing development of Madison inasmuch as ity Has 
steadily grown and expanded under the able direction of the men who 
are its owners and are in control of the plant. 

The Hyland Hall Company was incorporated in 1923 and was the 
outgrowth of the heating and plumbing business that was established 
by Walter J. Hyland in 1900 under the business style of W. J. Hyland. 
In 1934 a reorganization was effected, with Mr. Hyland, who was 
already serving as Madison’s postmaster, as the president and George 
Hall as secretary, treasurer and manager, and with Thomas H. George, 
who had been associated with Mr. Hyland since 1905, as vice president. 
The company conducts a plumbing, heating and air-conditioning busi- 
ness, also handles sheet metal and does power piping and welding, 
those in charge thoroughly understanding the scientific phases of the 
work as well as the practical methods which must be followed if 
success is to be attained. The plant is equipped in a most modern 
manner, being supplied with the latest improved machinery to carry 
on the work. They employ on an average of fifty men and in the busy 
season the number of workmen often reaches eighty. This represents 
a growth that can be matched by few Madison establishments. After 
learning the trade Mr. Hyland opened his first small shop at 20 North 
Carroll Street, where at the outset he did all his own work. His rental 
there, facing on Capitol Square, was then only fifteen dollars a month. 

Walter Hyland was born in Madison, March 27, 1872, the son of 
Peter and Julia (Guy) Hyland. Both parents were born in Dublin, 
Ireland. The father, who was a patternmaker, settled in Madison. 
Walter was educated in Madison schools and at an early age started 
in the plumbing business. He organized the W. J. Hyland heating and 
plumbing business in 1900, and it grew steadily. He is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, a member of St. Raphael Catholic Church 
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and of the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. He is also an Elk. Mr. 
Hyland married Rose Starck, of Madison. He was appointed postmas- 
ter of Madison in 1934 and at this writing holds that office. 


WALTER J. HYLAND, postmaster of Madison and president of the 
Hyland Hall Company, engaged in a plumbing, heating and air- 
conditioning business, was born in Wisconsin’s capital city, March 
27, 1872, a son of Peter and Julia (Guy) Hyland, both of whom were 
natives of Dublin, Ireland. The father was a patternmaker by trade 
and on coming to the new world he located at St. Louis, Missouri. 
He was a workman of unusual skill and soon afterward, about 1858, 
he was prevailed upon to come to Madison by the Madison Manu- 
facturing Company, which at that time had a large and well estab- 
lished business at the foot of Lake Street in Madison. 

There were eight children in the family of Peter and Julia Hyland. 
All are now deceased but three. In order of birth they were: John 
G. and George W., both of whom made their homes in Madison; Wil- 
liam P., who located at Ashland, Wisconsin; Ikmma, still living in 
Madison; Anna, also living in Madison and who married Elmer G. 
Brown; Mary, who married Michael Laffey, of Milwaukee ; Walter J. 
and James P., of Madison. 

In the public schools here Walter Hyland pursued his education 
and at an early age began learning the plumbing business. He 
became quite efficient along this line, so that his wages were accord- 
ingly increased and in 1900, largely with money saved from his 
earnings, he established a heating and plumbing business of his 
own, which from the first enjoyed a substantial growth, so that he 
became a prominent factor in the industrial activity of the city. 
Further mention of the business which he founded and which is now 
carried on under the name of the Hyland Hall Company, is given on 
another page of this work. 

Mr. Hyland married Rose Starck, daughter of John H. Starck, 
who was a prominent builder and contractor of Madison. He estab- 
lished the business now conducted by John H. Findorff & Son. Mr. 
Hyland is now serving as postmaster of Madison, having received 
his appointment from President I. D. Roosevelt in 1934, and he still 
fills the position, discharging his duties in a prompt, systematic and 
conscientious manner. He has always been an active worker in the 
ranks of the Democratic party, serving as delegate to the national 
convention in 1932. He was elected alderman of the Fourth ward 
of Madison, serving from 1903 to 1907, inclusive, and was chairman 
of the city property committee and the license committee. 

Mr. Hyland belongs to St. Raphael’s Catholic Church, the Knights 
of Columbus and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin, and he is also 
a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 


GrorcE HALL, secretary, treasurer and general manager of the 
Hyland Hall Company, has been connected with this organization for 
twenty years, beginning in 1923, and has occupied his present official 
position since 1934. He is of Irish birth, having been born on the 
Emerald Isle January 14, 1900. He began his education in his native 
country and continued his studies first in England, then in Canada and 
later in the University of Wisconsin after crossing the Canadian bor- 
der into the United States. Here he has since made his home and his 
attention has always been given to industrial affairs. The business 
of the Hyland Hall Company claimed his attention as an employe for 
eleven years, after which he entered the company in 1934, upon its 
reorganization, taking over the duties of secretary, treasurer and 
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general manager, in which connection he has since served, ably direct- 
ing the activities of the company, which is doing a plumbing, heating 
and air-conditioning business and also handling sheet metal, power 
piping and welding. The company has been accorded contracts for 
much of the more important work in its line in Madison, including the 
installation of the heating and air-conditioning plants in the million 
dollar United States Forest laboratory, and many others of almost 
equal importance. The business ability and enterprise of Mr. Hall 
have been large features in the steady growth of their patronage, and 
he has made for himself an enviable record as an industrialist of 
Madison. 

Mr. Hall was the third in order of birth in a family of seven chil- 
dren whose parents were Thomas and Mary Jane (Dilworth) Hall, 
who never came to this country, always remaining in Ireland. George 
Hall married Dorothy Whitgrove, of DeKalb, [linois, and their three 
children are: Mary Janet, born in July, 1926; David John, born in 
February, 1928; and Dorothy Ann, born in February, 1932. Mrs. Hall 
is a graduate of Downer College of Milwaukee. She belongs to Grace 
Episcopal Church and is now president of its Woman’s Guild. Mr. 
Hall is prominent in Masonic circles, has taken the thirty-second 
degree of Scottish Rite Masonry and is a Noble of Zor Temple, 
A.A.O.N.M.S. He belongs to the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
the Rotary Club, the Madison Club and the Maple Bluff Golf Club, 
while along the line of his chosen work he is connected with the 
American Society of Heating and Ventilating Engineers, 


FREDERICK L. THEURER, division director of the Milwaukee dis- 
trict of the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company, with offices at 285 
E. Pittsburg Street, was born in 1888, in the city in which he still 
resides, a son of Jacob and Mary (Specht) Theurer. His father was 
born in Luxembourg, Germany, and in young manhood left his 
native land to try his fortune in America. He made his way at 
once to Milwaukee, where his remaining days were passed, and he 
became brewmaster with the Pabst Brewing Company, having 
learned the trade before leaving Germany. He died in Milwaukee 
in 1930 and Mrs. Theurer survived until April 22, 1944. She was 
born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and while living in the East 
became the wife of Jacob Theurer, the year 1884 witnessing their 
arrival in Milwaukee. They were the parents of a family of eight 
children, five of whom are now living. 

Frederick L. Theurer acquired his early education in the schools 
of Milwaukee, attending the Second ward grade school and after- 
ward the West Division high school, from which he was graduated 
with the class of 1907. He next entered the University of Wiscon- 
sin and won the Bachelor of Science degree in chemical engineering 
at his graduation in 1911. Immediately afterward he entered the 
employ of the Patton Paint Company in Milwaukee as a chemist. 
This business had been founded in Milwaukee in 1855 and in 1920 
was taken over by the Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company. Mr. Theu- 
rer has never changed his business connection but has remained 
with the business for thirty-three years. He has been connected 
with every department, winning promotions rapidly as he has dem- 
onstrated his knowledge of the business and his capacity for suc- 
cessful direction of the interests under his care. This has brought 
him to his present responsible place as divisional director of the 
company and he is given high rating in the business circles of the 
city. 
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Mr. Theurer was united in marriage to Miss Marie Helen Lough- 
lin, a native of Milwaukee, and a daughter of Michael and Ellen 
(Quirk) Loughlin, both members of pioneer families of Wisconsin. 
Mr. and Mrs. Theurer became parents of a daughter, Ruth Helen, 
who died in 1928, at the age of fourteen years. Mr. Theurer be- 
longs to Alpha Chi Sigma, a professional chemists’ fraternity, and 
to Phi Lambda Upsilon, an honorary chemist fraternity. He is also 
well known in the club circles of the city, having membership in 
the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Blue Mound Golf and Country 
Club and the Wisconsin Club and his social qualities make for pop- 
ularity wherever he is known. 


Ture ALUMINUM SPECIALTY COMPANY, which is a factor in mak- 
ing Manitowoc an aluminum manufacturing center of the world, has 
been in existence for a third of a century, having been organized by 
a group of local citizens who began manufacturing in a small shop 
on Washington Street in 1910. The company had been incorporated 
Jate in the previous year and after a few months began operations. 
The venture prospered from the start, steadily growing in volume 
and importance so that added space had to be secured and a removal 
was made to the three-story Glover building at Sixth and York 
streets, which is one of the oldest buildings in Manitowoc. There 
the business was carried on until 1914, when ground was purchased 
on Wollmer Street. 

In the beginning the company specialized in manufacturing alumi- 
num novelties and in 1916 this was discontinued that they might give 
their entire attention to making aluminum cooking utensils. Today 
the company occupies a very modern building at Seventeenth and 
Wollmer streets, to which additions have been made from time to 
time, and in 1919 the company built a second plant at Chilton. There 
the capacity has also been increased by enlarging the building and 
both plants are well equipped with the latest improved machinery 
and all modern facilities to further the work. They exported a con- 
siderable portion of their output to Mexico and Canada. At the pres- 
ent time the company is doing defense work only, and something of 
the growth of the business is indicated in the fact that at the outset 
there were only twenty-five employes, while today there are more 
than five hundred, while their assets are in excess of $1,000,000. 

Walter Spindler is the president and general manager of the com- 
pany. He was born in Manitowoc, February 21, 1886, a son of 
Charles and Anna (Kund) Spindler. He attended the Shattuck Mili- 
tary Academy and _ after his graduation there became a student in 
the University of Pennsylvania. He is a member of the Episcopal 
church and of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. As- 
sociated with him as officers of the company are Charles Krug, who 
is vice president and has supervision over the Chilton plant; and 
James W. Noble, who is the secretary and treasurer. 


ALFRED A. LAUN is the president and general manager of the 
A. A. Laun Furniture Company of Kiel, and his enterprise and 
progressive spirit, as shown in the upbuilding of his business, has 
made the name of Kiel known from coast to coast as a center of 
table manufacturing. The directing head of the business has passed 
the sixty-third milestone on life’s journey and the history of the 
company covers a period of fifty-one years. 

Mr. Laun was born at Millhome, four miles east of Kiel, Janu- 
ary 19, 1880, a son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Henry Laun, The father op- 
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erated a sawmill and owned and cultivated a farm at Millhome for | 
many years before he removed with his family to Wausaukee, so 
that the name of Laun has been associated with the lumber industry 
in Wisconsin from pioneer times. Of the four sons of J. Henry 
Laun, Alfred A., better known as A. A., is the youngest. All four 
brothers entered into active connection with the lumber business in 
early life, these being J. B. Laun, of the J. B. Laun Lumber Company 
of Kiel; Louis, of the Laun Lumber & Furniture Company of Elk- 
hart Lake; H. G., of the Laun Brothers Company at Wausaukee; 
and A. A. Laun, whose name introduces this record. 

When twelve years of age A. A. Laun went to Wausaukee, where 
he became identified with the business of his older brother and there 
thoroughly familiarized himself with every phase of the lumber trade. 
In 1901 he returned to the Kiel district and soon afterward embarked 
in business on his own account by opening a lumber yard at New 
Holstein under the name of the A. A. Laun Company, of which he 
has been president from the beginning. In 1912 he was elected to 
the board of the Kiel Furniture Company and in 1916 removed to 
Milwaukee in order to give his undivided attention to table manu- 
facturing there. Since that time the building of tables has been 
his life work. In 1935 he returned to Kiel, where he and a group of 
associates purchased the local factory and began operations which 
have since increased in volume and importance until the name of 
Kiel is today synonymous with table manufacturing throughout the 
furniture market. 

It was on May 26, 1892, that the articles of incorporation were 
filed for the Kiel Manufacturing Company. The town was in the 
midst of a farming community that offered nothing to ambitious 
young men who did not wish to engage in agricultural pursuits and 
to find other employment must go elsewhere. Thirty-seven public- 
spirited men and one woman determined to give the young people 
the needed chance at home and also promote the industrial develop- 
ment of the community by establishing a business that would give 
work to young people, and the Kiel Manufacturing Company was 
the result. The year following, 1893, brought on a widespread fi- 
nancial depression which the new enterprise must face. Hard and 
difficult days were in store, but with determined spirit the business 
was continued. Something of the general condition of that period is 
shown in the fact that houses in Kiel rented from two to three dol- 
lars per month and skilled workmen in the plant were paid only 
$1.85 per day for ten hours work. The prices paid for the factory’s 
output were so low that the plant was operated at a loss and at length 
it seemed that the business must close down, as had some of its com- 
petitors in the state. J. B. Laun and Mr. Dassler, two of the stock- 
holders, however, determined to hold on and the struggle was con- 
tinued until the tide turned and profit instead of loss marked the 
company’s entry on its books. 

In the meantime A. A. Laun, returning to Kiel in 1935, together 
with a group of associates purchased the local factory and started 
operations. Mr. Laun had been a director of the business since 1912, 
and he determined to concentrate his efforts and attention upon the 
task of placing the business upon a sound financial footing. He has 
been able to surround himself with most efficient assistants and de- 
partment heads, and the story of the business in recent years has 
been one of constant growth and expansion. While A. A. Laun re- 
mains as president and general manager, his son, A. A. Laun Jr., 
is vice president and sales manager, with Dr. D. F. Nauth as sec- 
retary-treasurer. A great majority of the employes have been with 
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the company for long periods, fourteen having connection with the 
business from thirty-three to forty-five years—a record that speaks 
volumes concerning the pleasant and helpful relations always exist- 
ing between employers and employes. 

When the business had reached the fiftieth anniversary of its 
founding the Tri-County Record issued a memorial edition in which 
the company addressed the public as follows: ‘“To many organiza- 
tions fifty years in business is the occasion of golden words and high 
sounding phrases. Somehow we feel that this is out of place. To us 
fifty years in business is a long time—time enough to carry a com- 
pany through good times and bad. We have seen both. There have 
been days when the future was milk and honey. There have been 
other days when the table business did not seem to be worth a thin 
dime. This is human experience which nobody can escape. 

“As we see it, fifty years in business sums up to just one thing— 
getting on with people. We have kept going for half a century only 
because our relations with people have been good. In this fact we 
do find pride, for we are proud of the confidence our customers have 
placed in our work and in our word. The record speaks for itself— 
for hundreds have been with us for twenty-five years or more. 

“We are proud too of the faith that the community has had in our 
destiny. To join hands with so many of you in the common cause 
of putting shoulders to the wheel calls for team work. So it is that 
we are proud of the fact that in a very large measure the work of 
everyone together has combined to make our community of Kiel a 
better, brighter place in which to live. 

“Tt seems to us that no better expression of this neighborly spirit 
can be found than in the united support this organization has given 
to the war effort, which touches every one of us. Here is the record: 

“July 24, 1941—100% contribution by employees and management 
to the U.S.O. drive. December 5, 1941—-100% contribution by em- 
ployees and management to Red Cross drive. December 18, 1941— 
One half of annual bonus paid to all employees in Defense Bonds. 
February 20, 1942—Employees go 100% under the Payroll Savings 
Plan to purchase War Bonds. Certainly there are many reasons why 
we are proud to belong to Kiel.” 

Mr. Laun’s modest estimate of himself and what he has accomp- 
lished is not shared by his fellow townsmen, for in the same edition 
of the paper, under the title “A Tribute to the Leader of one of 
Kiel’s Finest Industries” appeared the following: 

“Pyblic esteem at home is sometimes more difficult to achieve 
than success abroad. However in the case of Mr. A. A. Laun (just 
plain A. A. to most of us) local fellowship has been easy. Possessing 
leadership and understanding of community problems, as well as 
ability in his industrial capacity, Mr. Laun has continually maintained 
an active interest in our well being, for which we are most apprecia- 
tive. In a feeling of community fellowship and esteem we extend 
congratulations to Mr. A. A. Laun and to the firm directed by him on 
the fiftieth anniversary of its founding, and pay tribute to his fine 
personal community service.” This was signed by thirty-two busi- 
ness men and firms of Kiel. 

Congratulatory notices also appeared from the A. A. Laun sales 
staff, from the factory and office employes at Kiel, from out of town 
business houses, from the local banks and others, all expressing ap- 
preciation of what Mr. Laun had done for Kiel in a business way 
and as a civic-minded citizen. Mr. Laun is a member of the Wiscon- 
sin State Board of Vocational and Adult Education. He has not only 
worked for his community but is recognized as one of Wisconsin’s 
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most stalwart supporters of the Republican party. He was one of 
Governor Heil’s colonels and was chairman of Governor Goodland’s 
campaign in 1944. He is now serving as treasurer of the Republican 
State Central Committee and as president of the Tri-County Repub- 
lican Club, his efforts in all connections proving potent forces for 
the party upbuilding and success. 

Mr. Laun was married June 25, 1901, to Miss Bertha Rodenbaech, 
and they became the parents of three sons and a daughter: Donald, 
Alfred A. Jr., Margaret and John. Mrs. Laun died in 1926 and Mr. 
Laun married, February 23, 1929, Miss Mildred Faville. 

The eldest son, Donald, born July 23, 1903, is unmarried. Alfred 
A. Jr., born February 14, 1905, is vice president of the company. 
He married Sue Burgess, of Fort Worth, Texas, and their two sons 
are Alfred A. III, born December 7, 1937, and John I., born May 15, 
1941. Margaret, the only daughter, born November 26, 1908, was 
married to Frank G. Aff, lieutenant (s.g.) in the United States Navy, 
and they. have three children: Wendy M., born May 18, 1938; 
Frank A., born August 26, 1941; and Diane, born November 20, 1944, 
John, born June 24, 1914, is one of the directors of the A. A. Laun 
Furniture Company. He was commissioned a captain in the United 
States Army after completing a course in the Officers Training School 
at Camp Lee, Virginia. He had been one of the first four to leave 
Kiel for the service and began his training for his commission after 
a year in the ranks at Fort Wayne, Detroit. He is now serving in Italy 
with the Twenty-sixth Quartermaster’s Corps. He married Ruth 
Eckart, and their son is Jonathan, born March 21, 19438. 


Ropert A. HESS, who for thirty years has been a member of the 
Milwaukee bar, having begun practice here in 19138, is also promi- 
nently known because of his contribution to the cultural develop- 
ment of the city, particularly in connection with musie and dramatic 
art. He has also achieved much in the way of civic development 
and has thus led a most busy and useful life, which at all times has 
been a broadening influence in the community. 

Mr. Hess was born in Winnipeg, Canada, October 16, 1888, a son 
of Dr. Adolph Hess, who was born in Odessa, Russia, whence he 
crossed the Atlantic to Canada in 1887, but remained there only a 
short time when he came to Wisconsin. In 1898 he was graduated 
from Jefferson Medical College and in 1900 opened an office in Mil- 
waukee, where for seven years he engaged in the general practice 
of medicine and surgery and was also professor of anatomy in the 
Milwaukee Medical College, continuing his professional work until 
his death on August 20, 1907. He was a man of ability who rapidly 
rose to prominence in connection with the professional interests of 
the city. 

Robert A. Hess completed his public school education by gradua- 
tion from the North Division high school of Milwaukee. It was 
his early desire to become an actor and for four years in his early 
manhood he was upon the stage and knows intimately many of the 
leading stage, screen and radio artists. At length, however, he 
became interested in the profession of law and resolved to become 
a member of the bar. He worked his way through the University 
of Michigan and although obstacles and difficulties at times barred 
his path he overcame them by determined effort and never faltered 
in the pursuit of his purpose. He won his LL.B. degree and in the 
same year opened his office in Milwaukee, where he has made con- 
tinuous progress. He largely confines his practice to copyright, 
trademark and theatrical law and has studied deeply along those 
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lines, having broad and accurate knowledge of the legal principles 
that underlie his work. He is now attorney for the American Society 
of Authors and for the S.C.A.P. He has an office in Hollywood, 
California, and also spends much time in New York City, but has his 
main office in Milwaukee. He is also in charge of much litigation aris- 
ing from unfair competition in art circles, and his analytical power, 
his clear reasoning and logical conclusions are manifest in all the 
professional work he directs. He has membership in the Milwaukee 
County, Wisconsin State and American Bar associations and in the 
Lawyers Guild. 

Mr. Hess has long been interested in symphonic music and one 
of his diversions from professional cares comes in his piano playing. 
In 1913 he was one of the founders of the Little Theater movement 
in Milwaukee and he has done much to stimulate artistic talent and 
taste in the city. The game of golf is also a means of recreation 
to him. 

Matters of citizenship have always claimed the attention of Mr. 
Hess, who supports all progressive civic measures, For years he 
has been a prominent and active worker in the Progressive party and 
he was special counsel in the attorney general’s office by appoint- 
ment of Gov. Philip La Follette, in charge of litigation over gift 
taxes. Since 1936 he has been a member of the city board of zoning 
appeals. The moral progress of the community is also a matter of 
concern to him. He is a member of the Congregation Emanuel B’nai 
Jushurun, is prominent in the work of the Federated Charities and 
the Jewish Welfare Foundation and is a past president of Gilead 
Lodge, B’nai B'rith, taking helpful part in all that tends to the 
alleviation of hard conditions for the unfortunate. 

Mr. Hess married Sara Schneider, a daughter of Samuel Schnei- 
der, a Milwaukee business man. Mrs. Hess, like her husband, is 
interested in many projects and plans that make for the uplift of 
the individual and for the benefit of society at large, or that promote 
intellectual and cultural progress. The two daughters of this mar- 
riage are: Dorothy, who graduated in the field of occupational 
therapy from Washington University of St. Louis, Missouri, and who 
immediately after graduation in 1941 married Robert Gaertner, with 
whom she now lives in Chicago, Illinois; and Mimi, who resides at 
Norfolk, Virginia, the wife of Lieutenant, senior grade, Ben Chernov. 


BENJAMIN CHESTER BUGBEE is conducting business in Milwaukee 
as head of the firm of Charles A. Cahill & Sons, consulting engineers, 
but this does not compass the extent of his activities, for he is asso- 
ciated as officer or director with various other important business 
interests of Waukesha, in which city he makes his home. He is a 
man of strong purpose, keen discernment and quick understanding, 
and carries forward to successful completion whatever he under- 
takes. 

Mr. Bugbee was born in Waukesha, on the 21st of May, 1879, a 
son of Vanness Harris and Jeannette (Spence) Bugbee, both of whom 
have now departed this life. The father, who was born in Callis, 
Vermont, was of Dutch descent, and he served in the Civil war as a 
member of a Vermont regiment. After the close of hostilities he 
came to Waukesha, Wisconsin, where he carried on business aS a 
photographer for many years, passing away at the advanced age of 
eighty-one. His wife, who was born in Waukesha, came of Scotch 
lineage and was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 8S. Spence. Her 
father was born and reared in Belfast, Ireland, where he secured 
his education and in that country married Jane Leslie. Not long 
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afterward they bade adieu to friends and native land and sailed for 
the United States, making their way to Waukesha, where they con- 
tinued to reside during their remaining days, the father passing 
away at the age of eighty years, while the mother survived to the 
age of eighty-seven years. Mr. Spence was a land surveyor and also 
engaged in the insurance business in Waukesha. He likewise served 
as a member of the board of education for a number of years and 
was a most public spirited and progressive citizen, contributing much 
to the general welfare. In the family of Vanness, Harris and Jean- 
nette (Spence) Bugbee were two sons and a daughter, the brother of 
Benjamin C. Bugbee being Dr. Leslie S. Bugbee, now a practicing 
dentist at Kalispell, Montana, while the sister, Charlotte, is now the 
wife of Edward Longworth, of Prescott, Pierce County, Wisconsin. 

After acquiring a public school education in Waukesha and 
attending Carroll College there, Benjamin C. Bugbee started out in 
the business world as an employe of the North American Company, 
with which he remained for twenty years, doing engineering work 
in the erection of power plants all over the middle west. He became 
associated with Charles A. Cahill in 1925 and has since been identified 
with the business. The firm of consulting engineers had been organ- 
ized by Mr. Cahill about 1914 and later he admitted his two sons to 
a partnership under the name of Charles A. Cahill & Sons. The 
father died in 1938 and soon afterward the sons disposed of their 
interests in the business to Mr. Bugbee, who is now sole owner, but 
conducts the business under the old firm name of Charles A. Cahill & 
Sons. The company has planned the engineering work on many 
power plants not only in Wisconsin but in other states as well, and 
two of their important contracts of recent date have been with the 
Falk Company and the Cudahy Packing Company. Mr. Bugbee 
thoroughly understands all the practical and scientific phases of 
engineering and the business has been wisely and profitably con- 
ducted. His interests cover a wide scope aside from his work as a 
consulting engineer, for he is a director of the Waukesha Motor Com- 
pany, the General Malleable Corporation and the Waukesha National 
Bank and is a director and the president of the Industrial Building & 
Loan Association of Waukesha. Mr. Bugbee is a member of the 
Milwaukee Engineers Society, and outside of business circles his 
connection is with the Masonic fraternity, with membership in 
Waukesha Lodge, F. & A. M., and in the Methodist church of Wauke- 
sha, of which he is a trustee and the treasurer. 

Mr. Bugbee married Edith A. Puffer, who was born at Spring 
Prairie, Walworth County, Wisconsin, a daughter of George and Eva 


(Hempsted) Puffer, both now deceased. Her father was one of the x 


partners in the Wisconsin Butter & Cheese Company and one of the 
owners of the Puffer Hubbard Manufacturing Company of Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota. He was born at Spring Prairie, while his father, 
Josiah Puffer, was a native of England, becoming one of the first of 
the pioneer settlers of Walworth County. George Puffer died in 1928. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bugbee have become parents of three sons and a 
daughter, all born in Waukesha. The eldest, George Puffer Bugbee, 
is a graduate of the University of Michigan and was in charge of 
the University Hospital at Ann Arbor for several years. At the 
present time, 1944, he is the executive secretary of the American 
Hospital Association. He married Karin Saderholm, a_ half-sister 
of Alfred Lunt, the actor, and they have one child, Susanne. Ben- 
jamin Chester Bugbee Jr., the second son, studied engineering in 
the University of Michigan and is now a supervisor with the Falk 
Company of Milwaukee. He married Elizabeth Haas. Arthur Lewis 
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Bugbee, who is a graduate of Carroll College of Waukesha and 
also attended the University of Michigan, is now with the General 
Malleable Corporation. He married Jannette Miller, and they have 
two sons, Steven Lawrence Bugbee and David Sinclair Bugbee. Vir- 
ginia Hempstead Bugbee, the only daughter in the family, is a grad- 
uate of Oberlin College of Ohio and won her Bachelor of Arts degree 
at her graduation from the University of Wisconsin, after which 
she took postgraduate work at the University of Michigan. She is 
now registrar at the Waukesha high school. 


ABRAHAM SCHWARTZ is the president and the founder of the Wis- 
consin Aluminum Foundry Company of Manitowoc, and this enter- 
prise is one of the foremost of those which have made the name of the 
city synonymous with the aluminum industry throughout the country. 
Promoter of the business, Mr. Schwartz was born in Russia in 1876 
and there acquired his education in the common schools. Carefully 
considering his future and the stories he had heard regarding the 
opportunities and advantages of the new world, he decided to come 
to the United States when twenty-two years of age and after landing 
on the Atlantic coast made his way direct to Manitowoc. 

Here Mr. Schwartz joined David Balkansky in organizing the 
Manitowoc Iron & Metal Company for the purpose of buying and 
selling scrap iron and metals, and from the beginning their under- 
taking prospered, the business growing year by year until Mr. 
Schwartz felt that the capital he had acquired justified him in start- 
ing a new business. While he did not sell his interest in his first busi- 
ness until 1930, when his partner, Mr. Balkansky, purchased his 
share, Mr. Schwartz in 1909 organized the Wisconsin Aluminum 
Foundry Company, beginning operations in a small building and in 
a small way. The plant was situated at Tenth and York streets and 
there remained for two years, when, in 1912, their space proved 
inadequate to their growing trade and they removed to their present 
quarters, where they occupy half of a square block. They have a well 
lighted and well equipped foundry to which they added a large modern 
office building in 1940. They produce aluminum castings that are un- 
excelled for automobiles, motorcycles and outboard motors, and they 
also manufacture the famous cast aluminum All American cookware 
and All American steam pressure cookers. Their slogan “Ask the 
woman who owns one” shows that they are willing to have their prod- 
uct put to the practical test and wherever their goods have been 
shipped they have given excellent satisfaction. Previous to World 
War II they had a large export trade but now they are in 100 per cent 
war production work. 

The business has steadily expanded and developed through the 
more than a third of a century of its existence, and from the be- 
ginning the company has profited by the able direction of its presi- 
dent, Mr. Schwartz. Associated with him are Meyer Schwartz, who is 
vice president, and William Eck, who is sales manager and secretary. 

Abraham Schwartz, who has now been a resident of Manitowoc 
for forty-five years, married Martha Stein, of this city, a daughter 
of Max and Bessie Stein. They are parents of eight children: Anna; 
Meyer, who married Vivian Korn, of Chicago, and has two children; 
Harry, who married Marion Davis; Bernard, who. married Helen 
Broffman and has one child; Isadore, Lester, Rudolph and Milton. 
Meyer, Harry and Bernard are associated with their father in the 
aluminum manufacturing business, while Isadore is a shoe merchant 
of Manitowoc. Lester, who is an artist, served in the Army and is now 
a teacher of art. Rudolph is now a lieutenant in the United States 
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Army, Ordnance Department. Milton is a graduate of the local high 
school. Mr. Schwartz has membership in the Jewish congregation and 
fraternally he is a Mason, belonging to both the lodge and chapter. He 
also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and to the 
Rotary Club—associations that indicate the nature of his interests 
and the rules that govern his conduct in relations with his fellow 
men. He has never had occasion to regret his determination to come 
to America, for here he found the opportunities which he sought and 
has used them to good advantage, winning a creditable and profitable 
place in the business circles of the city. 


CHARLES HENRY GoRMAN, of Milwaukee, who as a member of 
the legal profession has to do with the law bearing upon workmen’s 
compensation, negligence, industrial and corporation law, has had 
an eventful career that has taken him to many sections of the 
continent and brought him into contact with many interesting events 
and with all phases of human life. Born in Mason City, Iowa, March 
30, 1881, he is a son of William Edward and Julia Theresa (Shea) 
Gorman. The father was a railroad man whose work as a conductor 
took him to Mason City and later to McCook, Nebraska, in the em- 
ploy of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and subsequently 
in the service of the Denver & Rio Grande Railroad he went to 
Trinidad, Colorado, and from there to Williams, Arizona, in the 
employ of the Atlantic & Pacific Railroad, now a part of the Santa 
Fe system. In the employ of the Chicago & Milwaukee Railroad he 
was sent to St. Paul, Minnesota, and later he was in Fort McCloud, 
Canada, working on the construction of what is now a part of the 
Canadian Pacific Railroad. He was thus employed when death called 
him, after which his son brought his remains to Milwaukee, where 
he was laid to rest. 

Charles H. Gorman attended the parochial schools of Trinidad, 
Colorado, the public schools of Williams, Arizona, and St. Vincent’s 
College at Los Angeles, California, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1897, winning the Bachelor of Science degree. He began 
making his own way in the world when but thirteen years of age, 
and at seventeen was doing a man’s work. He lived in the West 
that is no more and went through all the experiences incident to 
the development of the country. Continuing for some time in railroad 
service, he was timekeeper and bookkeeper on construction work in 
eonnection with the building of the Crow’s Nest Railroad, now a 
part of the Canadian Pacific system, at Fort McCloud, Canada, and 
from there went to Nelson Landing, while later he was employed 
on construction in another section of that country. 

The year 1900 witnessed Mr. Gorman’s arrival in Milwaukee, 
where he was employed by the National Biscuit Company, while 
subsequently he worked in a wholesale lumber yard. He entered the 
employ of the Milwaukee Railroad in the storekeeper’s office at West 
Milwaukee and he worked in the freight office and in the general 
superintendent’s office. Each change he made marked a forward 
step and thus he has made continuous advancement that has brought 
him to the creditable place he now occupies in professional circles. 

After taking the civil service examination Mr. Gorman became 
the first stenographer employed by the Milwaukee fire department, 
and while thus working he studied law at night and was admitted 
to the bar in 1907. After his admission to practice, because of his 
knowledge of railroading from the storekeeping, purchasing and 
operating ends, he was employed by the Chicago & North Western 
Railroad in the legal department, becoming assistant attorney for 
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the company in Wisconsin. Later he was sent to Chicago, where he 
was general counsel for the Chicago & North Western, and afterward 
was sent to Omaha, Nebraska, as counsel for the road and was 
there located when the railroads were turned back from Government 
operation to company control. 

From 1921 until 1924 Mr. Gorman was engaged in the general 
practice of law in Chicago and since 1924 has been in Milwaukee, 
where his practice has to do largely with workmen’s compensation, 
the laws relating to negligence and to industrial and corporation 
affairs, as well as trial practice. He is counselor for many traffic 
bureaus and is attorney for the Milwaukee Grain & Stock Iexchange. 
He is most thoroughly versed in those branches of the profession to 
which he gives his attention and handles the legal interests entrusted 
to his care in a most able and efficient manner. He belongs to the 
Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Asso- 
ciation and the American Bar Association. He does not participate 
in club or social organization activities but gives his entire attention 
to his profession and well merits the success that is now his. He 
knows railroading thoroughly and the law relating to traffic, and 
ie vate members of the bar acknowledge his superior ability in 
this field. 


JoHN M. ComeErForpD of Madison, who is now serving under his 
third appointment as United States marshal, was born August 31, 
1891, in the city which is still his home, his parents being Martin 
W. and Johanna (Falvey) Comeford, both natives of Wisconsin, the 
father born in Madison and the mother in Baraboo. The family is 
of Irish descent, the grandfather being John Comeford who, it is 
thought, changed the family name from Comerford. He came from 
Kilkenny, Ireland, to the United States, thinking that he would have 
better opportunities in the new world. A year after his arrival he 
sent for his sweetheart, Bridget Purcell, who was a daughter of 
John and Elizabeth Purcell. Her father died on the Emerald Isle 
but her mother afterward came to America. Bridget Purcell, like 
her husband, was from Kilkenny and they were married in Bing- 
hamton, New York. He was engaged in hotel wor most of his 
life. Five of their children were born in Binghamton, Mary Ann, 
Elizabeth, Michael, John (who died at the age of four years) and 
Thomas. On leaving the East, John and Bridget Comeford estab- 
lished their home in Madison, where he became a teamster for the 
city and where they spent their remaining days. Here their other 
children, Martin, Pierce, Richard and Agnes, were born. The father 
died in 1892, while the mother survived until 1896. 

Martin Comeford, reared and educated in Madison, became a 
railroad engineer, and his faithfulness and efficiency are indicated 
in the fact that he was in the employ of the Chicago & North Western 
Railroad Company for fifty-two years. He died at the age of seventy- 
six years. To him and his wife were born three children, John; 
Pierce, who died in infancy; and Joseph Comeford now engaged in 
the insurance business in Madison. 

John M. Comeford pursued his education in the public schools of 
Madison and started out to provide for his own support by securing 
a position with the Wisconsin Bell Telephone Company, with which 
he remained for twenty-five years, during which time he won vari- 
ous promotions, his last position being that of cable foreman. In 
1933 he was appointed United States marshal and has been twice 
reappointed, so that he is continuing in the office to the present 
time. His service, covering an entire decade, shows that his duties 
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are promptly and fearlessly discharged and that he has made an 
excellent record: 

Mr. Comeford married Lillian Pickering, daughter of Frank 
Albert and Elizabeth Mary (Smith) Pickering, of Janesville, Wis- 
consin.- They have one child, Ellen Ann, who was born April 26, 
1926, and is a graduate of the Edgewood convent school and is now 
a student in the University of Wisconsin. Mrs. Comeford is very 
active in Red Cross work. Both Mr. Comeford and his wife are 
members of St. Raphael’s Catholic Church and he also belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of 
Columbus, in the third degree work of which he has been active. 


Riqut REVEREND MONSIGNOR RUDOLF ANTON KIELPINSKI, pastor 
of St. Casimir Catholic Church in Milwaukee, located at 2618 North 
Bremen Street, was born in Poland, on the 25th of September, 1875, 
a son of Paul and Anna (Guerke) Kielpinski, the former born in 
Poland, June 27, 1847, and the latter in Silesia, September 30, 1852. 
The father was a game warden in his native land for more than forty 
years. 

After attending parochial schools for eight years in his native 
province Monsignor Kielpinski spent five years under private tutors 
and the following four years studied in one of Berlin’s colleges. Later 
he spent a year as a student in a Belgian seminary of philosophy and 
in 1899 he left Europe to become a resident of the new world. After 
his arrival in the United States he spent one year as a student at 
St. Meinrad’s in Indiana and in September, 1900, enrolled at St. 
Francis Seminary of Milwaukee, where he continued his preparation 
for the priesthood. He was ordained by Bishop: Schwebach of 
La Crosse on the 21st of June, 1903, while on the 28th of the same 
month he celebrated his first Solemn Mass in the Church of St. Cyril 
and Methodius in Milwaukee. . 

Soon after his ordination Monsignor Kielpinski was assigned to 
St. Hedwig’s Church of Milwaukee as assistant pastor, his work 
being entirely parochial in character, where he remained until 1907, 
when he was appointed by Archbishop Messmer to organize the new 
parish of St. Mary Czestochowa (Polish) on North [ratney Street. 
The work was well founded and the parish has grown to be an im- 
portant one in Milwaukee. Monsignor Kielpinski was then assigned 
to St. Casimir parish in May, 1915, and has since continued there. 
Pope Pius XII made him a domestic prelate on March 18, 1944, with 
the rank of Right Reverend Monsignor. 

St. Casmir parish was organized by the Reverend Egidius 
Tarasiewieza in the year 1894, his work there continuing until his 
death in January, 1908. He accomplished much good in that short 
span of time, his efforts and influence resulting in the building of 
the school, the church and the rectory, all of which are still in 
excellent condition, although erected about fifty years ago, the church 
having been dedicated in December, 1900. Since the present pastor 
took charge the work has also gone steadily forward. Under his 
administration the splendid Sisters’ home was built in 1924 and it 
is still one of the best in the archdiocese. In 1938, when the parish 
celebrated Monsignor’s silver anniversary as a priest, there were 
thirteen hundred pupils in the school, which is under the direction 
of thirty Sisters of Notre Dame. The school now has an attendance 
of eight hundred pupils while the parish numbers sixteen hundred 
families. The church property in this parish consists of the school, 
the rectory, the Sisters’ home, and the excellent church building, 
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together with a modern heating plant. All are kept in good repair 
and the parish has reason to be proud of its holdings. 

The parish library is a matter of pride to Monsignor Kielpinski 
and the teachers of the school. It was established in 1943, occupy- 
ing bright, cheery rooms in the school building, all equipped with 
tasteful and beautiful modern fixtures, and already stocked with a 
goodly supply of books, to which additions will be made from time 
to time. Monsignor Kielpinski is a man of scholarly attainments, 
widely read and speaking five different languages: German, French, 
Polish, English and some Spanish. St. Casimir’s parish celebrated 
its Golden Jubilee on May 6, 1945. 


PROFESSOR CHARLES G. STANGEL is an educator of widely recog- 
nized ability who for thirty-two years has been principal of the 
Lincoln high school of Manitowoc. He has the qualities so essential 
to real success in his chosen field—a keen intellect, ready understand- 
ing and real sympathy for the individual student. These character- 
istics have endeared him in unusual manner to the community in 
which he has so long lived and labored, and his entire record reflects 
credit upon the educational system of the state. 

Mr. Stangel was born in Manitowoc County, July 22, 1871, a son 
of John and Dorothy (Pelnar) Stangel, both of whom were born in 
Bohemia, whence they came to Manitowoc in 1855, Soon after his 
arrival John Stangel settled in Mishicot township, where he pur- 
chased a tract of wild land, which he transformed into rich and 
arable fields, giving his entire attention to farming throughout his 
remaining days. He died in 1908, having long survived his wife, 
who passed away in 1878. They had a family of seven sons and one 
daughter. 

Charles G. Stangel was only two years of age at the time of his 
mother’s death. He attended the rural schools, completed the high 
school course in Manitowoc and later attended Valparaiso University 
at Valparaiso, Indiana, and the University of Wisconsin, which con- 
ferred on him the Bachelor of Science degree. After finishing his 
high school course he taught school for a time and it was then that 
he came to the realization that he wished to make teaching his life 
work. After studying in Valparaiso he became principal of the Forest- 
ville school in Door County, Wisconsin, filling that position for four 
years. It was on the expiration of that period that he entered the 
University of Wisconsin and after completing his studies there he 
spent one year as teacher of physics and athletics in the Madison 
high school. During the succeeding nine year period he was principal 
of schools at Sturgeon Bay, and through all these years his powers 
as an educator were steadily expanding and developing. 

In 1911 Mr. Stangel came to Manitowoc, at which time the city 
had three high schools, which were later consolidated into the Lincoln 
high school. Here Professor Stangel has been in charge for almost a 
third of 2 century. His work is outstanding by reason of the excellent 
results he has accomplished and the many improvements and methods 
of modern procedure he has introduced here. He is never too busy 
to give individual attention to students. His mild manner and his keen 
sympathy win the confidence and trust of the children, who feel that 
he is a real helper and he has been termed by many residents of Mani- 
towoe “the best loved man in the town.” He has forty-nine teachers 
under his jurisdiction and there are 1491 high school pupils. The 
present Lincoln high school was opened in 1924. It is of pleasing style 
of architecture and stands in the midst of nineteen acres of ground, 
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beautifully landscaped. On the grounds is the largest swimming pool 
to be found at any high school in the United States, it having been 
donated by the sons of Henry Vits as a memorial to their father. 
The stadium, running tracks and athletic field are unsurpassed and 
the city is justly proud of its school. The scholastic standard is of 
the highest and at all times, through the efforts of Professor Stangel, 
the school is abreast of the best modern methods of high school in- 
struction. He has the ability to inspire in teachers and pupils much 
of his own zeal and interest in the work and the results achieved are 
most gratifying. 

Aside from his professional activity Professor Stangel was for 
six years president of the J. J. Stangel Hardware Company, following 
the death of his brother, J. J. Stangel, but at the end of that time 
he retired from mercantile life, preferring to devote his undivided 
time to his educational work. He is a life member of the National 
Education Association, his membership having been purchased for 
and presented to him by the pupils of his school. He is also a member 
of the Wisconsin State and Manitowoc County Education associations. 
He served as president of the State Teachers Association in 1934. He 
has always maintained his interest in athletics, was very active in 
football circles and for two years he held the world record for discus 
throwing. At one time he was president of the Manitowoc Rotary 
Club and he belongs to the Knights of Columbus. He is a communi- 
cant of Sacred Heart Catholic Church, has been president of the Holy 
Name Society of the Green Bay diocese, serving for three years, and 
at all times is active in promoting the work and interests of the 
church. 

In 1901 Professor Stangel married Anna B. Schleis of Kewaunee, 
Wisconsin, and they have one son and three daughters: Milton, who 
was born March 28, 1903, is a graduate of the University of Wis- 
consin and is now buyer for the Penney Stores in New York; Margery, 
born March 17, 1905, is the wife of Roman Herman; Dorothy, who 
was born October 27, 1908, is the wife of Jerry McKeeber; and Marie, 
born October 30, 1914, is the wife of Walter Normington. 


GLENN ROBERT DOUGHERTY, a member of the Milwaukee bar and 
a recognized authority on insurance defense and all branches of law 
bearing upon insurance, was born March 14, 1892, in the city 
where he still lives and practices, being a representative of the 
Dougherty family that settled in Lafayette County, Wisconsin, when 
that was a frontier district. During the Blackhawk War of 1832 his 
great-grandfather, James Dougherty, operated powder mills at Ga- 
lena and at Gratiot. The family is of Irish lineage. Charles W. 
Dougherty, grandson of James and father of Glenn Robert, was 
born in Darlington, Wisconsin, and after reaching his majority en- 
gaged in the hotel business at Mazomanie, Dane County, and at Bos- 
cobel, Wisconsin. Later he became a representative of the police 
department of Milwaukee, and subsequently was a real estate broker 
in this city up to the time of his death, which occurred in 1925. He 
was an active member of Walker Lodge No. 123 of the Knights of 
Pythias. His wife, who in her maidenhood was Laura McKee, was 
born in the State of New York and her family traveled by covered 
wagon from the East to Dane County. 

Glenn R. Dougherty was graduated from the South Division high 
school of Milwaukee, and became associated with the Old German 
American Bank of Milwaukee. He later attended Milwaukee Normal 
and was graduated from that institution in 1914, after which he 
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engaged in teaching for three years, being principal of the schools 
of Waterford, Wisconsin, for a year, and then a teacher in the grade 
schools of Milwaukee for two years. He also attended the University 
of Wisconsin. The expenses of his college course were met through 
his own labors and resources. He began to study medicine but after 
a time concluded that he would prefer the legal profession and 
worked his way through the law school of Marquette University. 
In Mr. Dougherty’s high school and college days he was actively 
engaged in athletics, being a member of track, baseball, basketball 
and football teams. The industry and resolution which characterized 
him ‘during his student days have been manifest in all his later ca- 
reer, enabling him to overcome the difficulties and obstacles that 
have barred his path and press steadily forward to the goal of suc- 
cess. Admitted to the bar in 1921, he began practicing in his native 
city the same year as a partner in the firm of Shockley & Dougherty. 
In 1929 he became associated with the late Clarence Rouiller, under 
the partnership name of Rouillcr & Dougherty, and following Mr. 
Rouiller’s death he became associated with other partners. In 19385 
the firm name became Rouiller, Dougherty, Arnold & Kivett, being 
thus continued until 1937, when it became Dougherty, Arnold & 
Kivett. Mr. Dougherty has a large insurance practice, his specialty 
being insurance defense. He gives talks to claim agents and claim 
attorneys and has taken an active interest in the development of local 
and national insurance defense counsel groups. His insurance prac- 
tice is in the general casualty and accident and health fields, and he 
is well versed on the law bearing upon these different branches. He 
represents a large number of insurance companies and serves as 
general counsel, as well as Wisconsin state counsel, for many insur- 
ance organizations. Outside of his insurance practice he is counsel 
for a number of manufacturing corporations, and has represented 
industry in labor relations. 

At the time of World War I Mr. Dougherty enlisted for officers’ 
training but due to a disqualifying physical disability was unable 
to continue in training. He had been a member of the Wisconsin 
State Guard, from which he was discharged because of this disability, 
and following a deferment because of this disability, in May, 1918, 
he married Evelyn Price, of Milwaukee, who is a past worthy matron 
of Electa Chapter No. 175, Order of the Eastern Star. She is also 
active in the women’s organizations, and Is an earnest worker for 
civic, cultural, educational and religious advancement. She is the 
past president of the Elm Grove Woman’s Club, in which community 
they make their home. 

They have a daughter, Lois-Jeanne, who was graduated with a 
Bachelor of Philosophy degree from the University of Wisconsin in 
1940, and a son Charles. They lost their second child, Glenn Robert, 
in 1938. 

Mr. Dougherty is a member of all Masonic bodies, is a thirty- 
second degree Mason, a member of the Wisconsin Scottish Rite Con- 
sistory and Tripoli Shrine. He is a past patron of Electa Chapter 
No. 175, Order of the Eastern Star. He is a past president of the 
Elm Grove Advance Association and Elm Grove Civie Association 
of the community in which he resides. He has been active in civic 
affairs in the Bay View district where the family formerly lived. 
He was actively associated with the Bay View Advancement Associa- 
tion and was chairman of the Lake Shore drive committee for sev- 
eral years. He is at present active in veterans rehabilitation service 
in Waukesha County. In the town of Brookfield, where he resides, 
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he is chairman of the zoning board and has been commander of 
civilian defense in his home township since the beginning of World 
War II. 

He is a member of the Milwaukee Athletic Club, the Westmoor 
Country Club, Associated Executives Club, Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks, and is a past president of Tuckaway Country 
Club. Long active in church work, he served for three years as 
chairman of the building committee which rebuilt Trinity Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Milwaukee. He is also a member of the board 
of directors of the Bay View Savings & Loan Association and has 
acted as its counsel. : 

His connection with politics is that of good citizenship, with no 
desire of political preferment. He is a member of the Milwaukee 
County, Wisconsin. State and American Bar associations, and has 
been active in the insurance section of the American Bar Associa- 
tion, serving as chairman of committees in that group. He is also 
1 member of the International Association of Insurance Counsel and 
of the Federation of Insurance Counsel, in which group he is a 
member of the board of governors. He is also 2 member of the board 
of governors of the Association of Insurance Attorneys. 

In the city of Milwaukee, where he practices his profession, he 
has been active in civic and social organizations. [He was for many 
years a member of the board of directors of the Milwaukee Meth- 
odist Union and is at present serving as a member of the board of 
directors of the Milwaukee Urban League. For many years he was 
engaged in Y. M. C. A. activities and has served on the budget 
committee of the Milwaukee County community fund. 

Mr. Dougherty’s interests are thus broad and varied, making his 
a well rounded and well balanced life, his keen, analytical mind en- 
abling him to give due prominence to the more important and vital 
phases of existence, whereby he lends his support to all those in- 
bas which develop the highest standards of manhood and citizen- 
ship. 


Rev. JAMES E. KELLY, a representative of the Catholic clergy of 
Milwaukee, is now serving as pastor of St. Rose of Lima Church, 
having received his appointment thereto in 1942. A native son of 
Wisconsin, he was born at Wisconsin Dells in Columbia County, June 
15, 1892, his parents being John and Margaret (Lynch) .Kelly, both 
born in this state. His grandfather in the paternal line was Michael 
Kelly, a native of Ireland, where he remained until the late 1840s 
and then came to the United States, making Milwaukee his destina- 
tion. He was a railroad man who worked for the Milwaukee Railroad 
Company for many years and his son, John Kelly, was also employed 
by the same corporation. The last named is now deceased, while his 
wife, Margaret (Lynch) Kelly, remains a resident of Wisconsin Dells. 
In their family were four sons and a daughter, the brothers of the 
Reverend Kelly being John J. Kelly, who is the cashier of the Wis- 
eonsin Dells Bank; Frank Kelly, who is now a member of the United 
States Coast Guard in active service for his country; and Raymond, 
employed in Racine. A sister, Anne Kelly, is a teacher in Racine. 

While spending his youthful days in Wisconsin Dells, the Rev- 
erend Kelly acquired his early education there. Considering the 
opportunities and duties of life, he decided to devote his time and 
effort to the work of the church and entered St. Francis Seminary, 
where he continued his preparation for holy orders until 1917, when 
he was ordained a clergyman of the Catholic church. ‘Through his 
first appointment he became assistant at Holy Rosary Church in 
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Milwaukee, where he continued for six years or until 1923, when 
he was transferred ag pastor to St. Catherine’s Church in Sharon, 
Walworth County, Wisconsin, remaining there until 1934. In that 
year he was transferred as pastor to St. Patrick’s church in Racine, 
where he continued for eight years. 

In 1942 the Reverend Kelly was appointed pastor of St. Rose of 
Lima Catholic Church in Milwaukee, where he is now stationed. It 
was in the year 1887 that Archbishop Heiss entrusted the Rev. earl. 
Durnin with the work of founding this parish and almost immediately 
afterward he made arrangements to take over the historic old frame 
chapel, known as St. James Episcopal Mission, as temporary quar- 
ters for the newly organized congregation, the first services being 
there held on the 19th of February, 1888. He at once undertook the 
work of providing a new church, the cornerstone of which was laid 
on Palm Sunday in 1889, while the dedication services were held in 
the following September. This was the last church dedication at 
which Archbishop Heiss officiated, as death called him soon after- 
ward. There were sixty families in the parish at that time and by 
1893 the church records showed a membership in the parish of two 
hundred families. In that year the school and the Sisters’ home were 
built and the Dominican Sisters from Sinsinawa, Grant County, Wis- 
consin, took charge of the school, there being now eight hundred 
pupils under the care of nineteen teachers, while the parish numbered 
eight hundred families. The work of the church is now well organ- 
ized, its societies functioning in an effective manner, and under the 
careful guidance of Reverend Kelly the parish is steadily developing 
both materially and in its church activities. 


InviING A. PUCHNER, a Milwaukee attorney who has practiced 
in this city since October, 1929, his record being one of continuous 
progress and successtul achievement, is numbered among Wisconsin’s 
native sons, for he was born in Wausau, Marathon County, Septem- 
ber 18, 1899. His parents are Alfred W. and Arminda. Panabaker 
Puchner, who are now living at Edgar, Marathon County. The father 
was born in New Holstein, Calumet County, Wisconsin, a son of 
Rudolph Puchner, a native of Germany, who became a resident of 
this state in 1848. He was among the revolutionists of his native 
land who fled from the military and political tyranny of Germany 
with other highly educated fellow countrymen to seek liberty of 
thought and action in America. He was an author who wrote on 
many subjects, his writings including scientific works, novels and 
poetry and he contributed to many German publications. He died 
in 1913, at the age of eighty-five years. His son, Alfred W. Puchner, 
is a merchant of Edgar, dealing in hardware, agricultural imple- 
ments and automobiles, and is also a representative of financial in- 
terests there as the president of the Bank of Edgar. His wife, who 
was born in Wausau, Marathon County, is a daughter of John and 
Anna Panabaker, whose ancestors were members of a very early 
American family. They were of the Pennsylvania Dutch strain, 
and among the ancestors were those who fought for American inde- 
pendence in the Revolutionary War. The Panabaker family was es- 
tablished in Wisconsin at an early epoch in the settlement and de- 
velopment of this state. To Alfred W. and Arminda Panabaker 
Puchner were born two sons, Irving A. and Ralph E., the latter still 
a resident of Edgar, where he is engaged in business with his father. 

After mastering the elementary branches of learning taught in 
the grade schools of Edgar and attending high school there, Irving 
Puchner entered Lawrence College. When the United Staies joined 
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the Allies in the first World War, he became an ensign in the U. S. 
Naval Reserve Force on active duty. Later he continued his educa- 
tion in the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated with 
the Bachelor of Arts degree, and later he returned to the University 
for the study of law. The LL.B. degree was conferred upon him at 
his graduation with the class of 1929, and he was honored for his 
high scholastic standing by election to the Order of the Coif, honorary 
legal society. He also studied for two years in the law school of the 
University of Chicago. In October, 1929, he entered upon his pro- 
fessional career as an associate of Bruno Bitker and Joseph E. Tier- 
ney of Milwaukee, forming the law firm of Bitker, Tierney & Puch- 
ner, but at the present writing (1945) is practicing independently. 
He is regarded as a keen student of the law and a capable business 
advisor. Among his clients are well-known Milwaukee and Wis- 
consin business firms and people. He has served as special counsel 
of the sewerage commission of the city of Milwaukee and is attorney 
for the village of Greendale. He has membership in the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the Milwaukee Bar Association. 

Mr. Puchner married Helen Hazel Sisson, a native of Wausau, 
Wisconsin, and a daughter of P. L. and Clara LeGear Sisson, both 
of whom were born in Michigan and are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. 
Puchner have two children: Alfred, twelve years of age, now attend- 
ing the Milwaukee Country Day School, and Judith, aged ten. 

Mr. Puchner is a2 member of North Shore Post No. 331 of the 
American Legion and formerly served as its commander. He also 
belongs to the 40 and 8 and to the Past Commanders Club, and he is 
a past commander of the Milwaukee County council of the American 
Legion. He belongs to the Wisconsin Club, Fox Point Club, Ex- 
change Club, Kenwood Lodge No. 303, F. & A. M., and the Elks Club. 
The nature of his recreational interests is indicated by his member- 
ship in numerous organizations interested in conservation, hunting 
and fishing. 


DAVID BALKANSKY, of Manitowoc, was one of the citizens of 
foreign birth whose record proved much concerning the opportunities 
afforded in this country and which also proved his ready adaptability, 
his unflagging industry and his determined enterprise. He was born 
in Drogezen, Russia, in 1880, a son of John and Sarah (Schwartz) 
Balkansky. He came to America in 1896, when a youth of sixteen 
years, and first settled at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he started 
in the business of buying and selling old iron and metals. Later he 
came to Manitowoc and joined Abraham Schwartz as a member of 
the firm of Schwartz & Balkansky. They possessed but little capi- 
tal to finance their business and were compelled to operate on a small 
seale, but both partners were unusually clever business men and 
they soon placed their enterprise on a profitable basis. As time went 
on they had to expand their plant and in the development of their 
establishment they manifested a high standard of commercial ability. 
In addition to his interest in his original Manitowoc business, Mr. 
Balkansky became one of the stockholders in the Manitowoc Brass 
Foundry and made for himself a most creditable place in the in- 
dustrial circles of the city. He eagerly seized the opportunities that 
came his way and he wisely used his time and talent so that his 
success continually increased. He remained an active and respected 
business man of Manitowoc until his death, which occurred in 1937, 
when he was fifty-seven years of age. 

At Sheboygan, on the 4th of June, 1904, Mr. Balkansky had 
married Rebecca Liess, who was born at Bialystok, Poland, and 
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was a daughter of M. Liess, a retired merchant of Sheboygan. Mr. 
Balkansky was a loyal follower of the teachings of Masonry and he 
also belonged to the Odd Fellows Lodge. 

Bernard Balkansky, who is now the president of the Mani- 
towoc Iron & Metal Company, is the eldest of the four children of 
Mr. and Mrs. David Balkansky. Libian is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Melvin, who also completed a course of study 
at the University of Wisconsin, is now serving in the United States 
Army. Belle, the youngest of the family, attended the University 
of Wisconsin for a year and she is now active in Red Cross and 
Nurses’ Aid work. She married Edward Rudoy, of Green Bay, 
November 12, 1944. 

The elder son, Bernard Balkansky, won his Bachelor of Arts 
degree at his graduation from the University of Wisconsin with the 
class of 1928 and then joined his father in the business of which he 
is now the executive head, with his brother Melvin as vice president 
and their mother, Mrs. Rebecca Balkansky, as the secretary-treas- 
urer. They came to their present location at 1015 Buffalo Street in 
1910 and the sons are following out the high business principles 
established by their father. 

Bernard Balkansky is identified with various civic and fraternal 
organizations, having membership in the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Masonic order, the Elks lodge and the Izaak Walton 
League, the last named indicating the nature of his recreation. He 
also belongs to B’Nai B’Rith and to the Jewish Congregation and is 
secretary of the Manitowoc Jewish Federated Fund, while of the 
Upper Wisconsin Council No. 6, B’Nai B’Rith, he is now serving as 
president. He married Babe Bahcall, of Appleton, and their son 
David was born May 5, 1937, and the son Harlan was born Jan- 
uary 5, 1944. 


PERRY JAY STEARNS, an attorney, located in the Wells building 
in Milwaukee, is prominently known for his outstanding work in 
behalf of higher standards of citizenship, his efforts in this connec- 
tion being far-reaching and resultant. Born at Grand Island, Ne- 
braska, November 25, 1890, he was very young when brought to Mil- 
waukee by his parents, George Orlo and Lacy (Dings) Stearns. The 
father was born in Greenville, Illinois, from which place his father, 
Charles Edward Stearns, a carriage painter, removed with his fam- 
ily to Nebraska. While in that state George O. Stearns carried on 
the trade his father taught him and from Grand Island came to 
Milwaukee in 1890, where for more than forty-eight years he was 
connected with the Milwaukee Electric Railway & Light Company 
in responsible supervisory capacities. 

During his boyhood days Perry J. Stearns attended the public © 
schools of the city, graduating from the East Side high school and 
then entered Harvard University, partially meeting the expenses of 
his course through his own efforts. He graduated in 1918 with the 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, after which he studied at Harvard Law 
School for a year. His second year of law was at the University of 
Wisconsin. He was then out of school for a year, acting as field 
organizer of the extension division of the University of Wisconsin, 
working out of the Milwaukee office, after which he returned to 
Harvard to complete his legal education and graduated as Bachelor of 
Laws in 1916. During his student days he became a member of the 
Bryce Law Club at Harvard Law School and of two fraternities, 
Delta Upsilon (Harvard Chapter) and Phi Delta Phi (Harlan Inn), 
a legal fraternity at the University of Wisconsin Law School. 
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Mr. Stearns began his law practice in Milwaukee, being con- 
nected with the Daniel Wells Jr. estate. He next became associated 
with the law firm of Upham, Black, Russell & Richardson and with 
the successor firm of Richardson, Reeder, Stearns & Weidner, and 
continued in their offices in the Wells building from July, 1916, to 
October, 1944. He has appeared in cases in the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court and the United States Supreme Court. Mr. Stearns is active 
in those groups where men of intelligence and earnest purpose are 
met for the discussion of problems vital to the welfare of the com- 
munity, commonwealth and country. He was president of the Wis- 
consin branch of the League of Nations Association and as such par- 
ticipated in its work as speaker over the radio and before civic and 
patriotic groups, schools, churches and other organizations. He has 
long been intensely interested in good citizenship and has delved deep 
into questions relative thereto, doing effective work toward raising 
citizenship standards. For a time he was on the board of trustees 
of the Young Women’s Christian Association of Milwaukee. He has 
served as a member of the executive committee of the Milwaukee 
County Council of Churches and chairman of the department of 
National and International Relations. For several years he repre- 
sented Wisconsin with the American Civil Liberties Union. He is on 
the executive board of the Milwaukee refugee’s committee and 
chairman of a downtown district in the 1944 Community War Chest 
campaign. He was a member of the Milwaukee legal advisory board 
during the first World War and secretary of the Eighteenth ward 
branch of the Milwaukee County council of defense. 

Because of his deep interest in the history of law Mr. Stearns 
became a member of the Stair Society of Scotland and of the Selden 
Society of England. He is a member of the Milwaukee County, the 
Wisconsin State and the American Bar associations. -One of his 
interests is the study of genealogy. He is a life member of the Wis- 
consin Historical Society and a member of the New England His- 
toric Genealogical Society. He has been secretary of the Professional 
Men’s Club of Milwaukee and of the Milwaukee Legal Aid Society. 
He is a member of the Unitarian church in Milwaukee, of which 
he has been president as well as superintendent of its Sunday school. 
He is a well known Mason, master in 1944 of Shorewood Lodge No. 
339, F. & A. M.; and is captain of the host in 1944 of North Shore 
Chapter No. 114, R. A. M.; a member of Kenwood Council and 
Ivanhoe Commandery and in the Scottish Rite bodies he is high 
priest in 1944 of Wisconsin Council, Princes of Jerusalem, Valley 
of Milwaukee. He is likewise a member of Tripoli Temple, A.A.O. 
N.M.S. For two years he was chairman of the Shorewood Repub- 
lican Club and Republican party committeeman (1942-44) for the 
village of Shorewood. In 1944 he ran for nomination as United 
States senator on the Republican ticket but was not nominated. He 
finds his recreation largely in gardening and at the Y.M.C.A. 

While a law student Mr. Stearns was married, September 14, 
1915, to Mae Belle Brook, of Milwaukee, a daughter of Jabez J. and 
Emma (McSpadden) Brook, the former being engaged in the grain 
and milling business. Mrs. Stearns is active in civic, religious and 
educational circles. She is an earnest worker in the Unitarian 
church and treasurer of its Woman’s Alliance. She was formerly 
president of the Parent-Teachers Association of Lake Bluff school 
and for ten years served on the village of Shorewood school board. 
She was an alumnus member of the board of trustees of Milwaukee- 
Downer College, where she graduated in 1913. She sews for the Red 
Cross and the Free French at the church and at the college. She 
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was active in the American Association of University Women (Col- 
lege Women’s Club). Before her marriage she was engaged in edu- 
eational work at Carlisle, Illinois, and was a substitute teacher in 
Milwaukee-Downer College and Washington high school at Milwau- 
kee for short periods of time. Mr. and Mrs. Stearns have a family 
of three sons and one daughter, all born in Milwaukee. Forest Wal- 
den, born September 10, 1918, graduated from Harvard University 
with the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1939 and from the University 
of Wisconsin with the degree of Master of Philosophy in 1940. He 
is a botanist and was about to take his doctorate in 1942 when he 
was inducted into the United States Army for service in World 
War Il. He is now a first lieutenant in the Army Air Corps sta- 
tioned at Hill Field, Ogden, Utah, where he lives with his wife, the 
former Hope Hartley, of Washington, D. C., and their daughter, 
Carlin Adaline, born in January, 1944. David Brook, the second 
son, was born October 31, 1920, and graduated from Harvard Uni- 
versity in 1942. He enlisted in the navy prior to his graduation and 
is now a first lieutenant in the Marine Corps, flying a fighter plane 
in the Pacific. He married Jeanne Martin, of Shorewood, Wisconsin, 
and has one son, David Brook, Jr., born in June, 1944. The young- 
est son, Perry Orlo, born November 26, 1923, attended Harvard Col- 
lege, class of 1946, and after training at Plattsburg, New York, and 
Asbury Park, New Jersey, was sent to Midshipman School at North- 
western University, Tower Hall, Chicago, Illinois. The daughter, 
Rhodora Adaline, born November 38, 1925, after graduating from St. 
Johnsbury Academy in Vermont in June, 1943, is now, 1945, a 
junior at the University of Wisconsin, living in Elizabeth Waters 
Hall. 


GEORGE F. ZANDER. In the city of Milwaukee on May 28, 1868, a 
son was born to Joseph and Gertrude Zander. George’s father was 
one of the first settlers of German birth in this area. The home- 
stead was on the present-day State and Jackson streets. His father 
was one of the first undertakers of Milwaukee. George received his 
education at Saint Mary’s School, as his parents were among the 
first parishoners of the church, which is now located on Broadway 
and Kilbourn streets. 

Early in life he started to work as an errand boy for a grocery, 
later took up plumbing as an apprentice but still not being satisfied 
he went to work for the Hoffman Company, who were engaged in the 
manufacture and sales of ecclesiastical vestments, regalia and church 
goods. This was the first company of its kind in Milwaukee. In 
1393 it was succeeded by the M. H. Wiltzius Company. He stayed 
in this line of work for fifty-four years. In 1911 the Diedrich- 
Schaefer Company succeeded the Wiltzius Company. Later on he 
became the president and in 1937 he wanted to do business indepen- 
dently so he purchased the interests of his associates and continued 
operations of manufacturing and selling of vestments and regalia. 
The new company was named the George F. Zander Company. He 
was the president with his one son, Edward K., as vice-president, 
his other son, Lambert G., as the secretary and treasurer, EK. J. Con- 
nors the assistant secretary and treasurer and Walter A. July as a 
member of the board. 

He was a member of Saint Francis Church and an active member 
of several Catholic organizations, which included the Knights of 
Columbus, Catholic Order of Foresters, Catholic Knights of Wis- 
consin, Holy Name Society of Saint Francis Church and was also the 
president of the parish. In 1889 he married Anna Stiegmann. They 
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had two sons and two daughters: Edward Karl, president of the 
present company; Lambert George, an attorney and a member of the 
law firm of Mount-Zander, presently with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation; Isabel, who died at the age of nineteen; and Mrs. 
Gertrude Treinen, of Oconomowoc, Wisconsin. His wife died in 
1928 and in 1930 he married Mrs. Anna Steiner, whose former hus- 
band was Melchior from the J. and M. Steiner Company, wholesale 
grocers. He passed away on September 14, 1939, at the age of 
seventy-one, 


- EDWARD K. ZANDER was born in Milwaukee on June 11, 1892, and 
went to Saint Francis School and Marquette Academy. Edward 
did many odd jobs until in 1910 he followed his father’s footsteps, 
and started to work for the Wiltzius Company. In 1939 after the 
death of his father he succeeded to the presidency of the George F. 
Zander Company and is still its executive with George Schneider as 
the vice-president, Walter July the secretary and treasurer, and 
Rose Hannig a member of the board. 

He married Elizabeth B. Dornuf in September, 1915. They had 
a family of five—two sons and three daughters. Both of the sons 
died as infants; the daughters are Camilla Ann who is now the wife 
of James Grace of Milwaukee, and they have two children, a son, 
Robert William, and a daughter Barbara Ann; Margaret Pauline who 
en the wife of Raymond Loesch of Milwaukee; and Virginia 
Therese. 


Dr. JOSEPH W. STECKBAUER, physician and surgeon, who has suc- 
cessfully practiced in Manitowoc since 1925 and who won his M. D. 
degree in 1920, was born in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, April 20, 1895, his 
parents being Herman and Mary (Suda) Steckbauer. His mother was 
also born in Oshkosh, while his father is a native of Austria-Hungary, 
his birthplace being the town of Kuschwata. There he remained until 
he reached young manhood, when he crossed the Atlantic and at once 
made his way to Wisconsin. He became a successful merchant and a 
loyal citizen of his adopted land, taking active part in the civic life 
of the community, where he served as alderman for sixteen years and 
was also a member of the board of county supervisors for a number 
of terms. 

The parents of Doctor Steckbauer are still living and they reared 
a family of five children, of whom he is the youngest. His early edu- 
cational training was received in the public schools of Oshkosh, after 
which he attended the Oshkosh State Normal and later became a stu- 
dent at the University of Wisconsin. His mental review of the varied 
opportunities offered in the business world led him to the determina- 
tion to prepare for the practice of medicine and surgery, believing 
that he would find this a congenial profession. Accordingly he ma- 
triculated in Rush Medical College of Chicago, where he completed 
the regular course and was graduated in June, 1920. He then went 
to St. Louis, Missouri, where he was resident physician in the City 
Hospital for five years, there proving the value of his preparation 
and his adaptability in utilizing his knowledge for the benefit of 
his patients. 

In 1925 Doctor Steckbauer returned to Wisconsin and opened an 
office in Manitowoc, where he has since largely specialized in surgery, 
in which he is most adept, having the cool nerve and steady hand so 
necessary as a supplement to technical knowledge. In addition to an 
extensive private practice he is serving on the staff of the Holy Name 
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Hospital, and he is at all times conversant with modern methods and 
the latest scientific researches through broad reading and through his 
membership in the Manitowoe County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Association and the American Medical Association. 
The only interruption to his professional activity came during the 
first World War, when he enlisted at Chicago. He was assigned to 
the medical division but did not get to participate in overseas service. 
After receiving his discharge following the signing of the Armistice 
he resumed his studies in Rush Medical College. He belongs to the 
Elks lodge and to the Lions Club, standing stanchly for the humani- 
tarian and civic principles which underlie the two societies. 

Doctor Steckbauer married Frances Zandola, of Manitowoc, who 
ig an alumnus of the high school here. The Doctor and Mrs. Steck- 
bauer have adopted a little son and daughter, the same spirit of help- 
fulness he has always displayed in his practice. He is now serving 
with the emergency medical unit in connection with the defense 
work of the country. He finds his recreation in fishing but allows 


nothing to interfere with the faithful performance of his protes- 


sional duties and his responsibilities in citizenship, and in his chosen 
calling his continuous advancement has brought him to a place of 


prominence. 


CARLILE PATTERSON WINSLOW is director of the Forest Products 
Laboratory, established at Madison in 1910 by the Forest Service, 
United States Department of Agriculture, in cooperation with the 
University of Wisconsin. For many years the only agency in the 
world devoted entirely to research and technical developments in 
forest products, the Laboratory today remains the largest institution 
of its kind in the world and is recognized internationally as the lead- 
ing organization in its field. It is fitting that Mr. Winslow should 
have spent most of his career in this governmental service, for in 
both the paternal and maternal lines many of his ancestors and rel- 
atives devoted their lives to public service, largely in the navy and 
army. 

Carlile P. Winslow was born in the District of Columbia, August 
5, 1884, a son of Lieutenant Francis Winslow, U. S. N., and Harriet 
Livingston (Patterson) Winslow. With the necessary removals of 
the family to meet the requirements for naval service on the part 
of the father, Carlile P. Winslow attended the schools of New Bern, 
North Carolina, Washington, D. C., New Milford, Connecticut, and 
Trinity College of Hartford, Connecticut, after which he enrolled as 
a student in Yale, where he received his degree of Bachelor of Philos- 
ophy in mechanical engineering in 1905. In that year he entered 
business life as a construction engineer for the Niagara Construc- 
tion Company, serving a year with that company and another year 
with the Ontario Power Company, both of Niagara Falls, Ontario. 
In 1908 he joined the U. 8. Forest Service as an engineer, and in 
1910, when the Forest Products Laboratory was established in Mad- 
ison, he became a member of its staff. He served as assistant director 
of the Laboratory from 1912 to 1917, when he was appointed direc- 
tor, which position he has occupied continuously ever since. Under 
his direction the Laboratory has developed and expanded far beyond 
the small organization that began work in 1910. World War I wit- 
nessed the first big expansion, when the Laboratory was called on 
by the war and navy departments to assist in many diversified prob- 
lems, including the design of airplane parts, the development of 
waterproof glues for use in airplanes, proper drying schedules for 
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airplane and other woods, development of waterproof aluminum 
coating for airplane propellers and the design and construction of 
shipping containers for war supplies. 

World War II occasioned the second large expansion of laboratory 
facilities and personnel. A multitude of problems, far exceeding in 
number and complexity those of World War I, was presented to the 
Laboratory by the armed services, lend-lease, the War Production 
Board, and other Government agencies. The staff increased nearly 
four-fold, and much new and additional testing equipment was 
provided. Vital problems presented for solution included design and 
specifications for containers and packaging for war materiel, the 
design and fabrication of wood aircraft structures, the development 
of resin-treated compressed wood for aircraft parts, the development 
of a high-strength laminated paper plastic for use in aircraft and 
other structures, the laminating of ship timbers, working out accel- 
erated drying schedules for wood gunstock and for aircraft stock, 
and developing methods of repairing damaged wood aircraft and 
aircraft parts, and improving commercial methods of manufacturing 
vital ethyl alcohol from wood waste. Early in the war a division 
of technical service training was organized and by late 1944 over 
12,000 inspectors had received training in packaging and in the use 
of wood in aircraft. 

The expansion and growth of the Forest Products Laboratory 
since 1917 is in large measure due to the efforts, the foresight and 
leadership of Mr. Winslow, who has made the institution a pattern 
and example for other wood research laboratories in the United 
States and in many foreign countries. Recognition of his leadership 
in the field of wood research is reflected in his appointment by the 
Oberlander Trust of the Carl Schurz Foundation in 1937 to a fel- 
lowship that permitted him to spend several months in Europe 
studying wood utilization techniques and developments, and _ his 
appointment in 1943 as head of a United States-Canadian Aircraft 
Mission to England in connection with the use of wood in aircraft 
construction in the United Kingdom. 

Mr. Winslow is a member of the Society of the Cincinnati in the 
State of New Hampshire; a fellow of the Society of American For- 
esters: a life member of the American Society of Civil Engineers; 
and a member of Sigma Xi, honorary scientific fraternity. He is the 
author of numerous publications in the field of forest products utiliza- 
tion, and is frequently called upon to address scientific, professional 
and trade societies. He is affiliated with the Episcopal church, and 
in Madison belongs to the Madison, University, Technical, Profes- 
sional Men’s, and Forest Products clubs. In Washington, D. C., he 
has membership in the Cosmos and Metropolitan clubs. 

In conclusion it seems fitting to include brief reference to Mr. 
Winslow’s ancestral background, since all through the years they 
have aided the country with distinction in times of war and days of 
peace. 

On the paternal side he is descended from Mary Chilton, who 
came to this country in the first trip of the Mayflower in 1620 with 
the Edward Winslows, and was married to Edward’s younger 
brother, John Winslow, who came from England in the Fortune in 
1621; and of General John Stack, of New Hampshire, who achieved 
distinction in the Revolutionary War. His grandfather, Commander 
Francis Winslow, U. S. N., who married Mary Nelson, of North 
Carolina, died of yellow fever in the early years of the Civil War, 
while in command of the Schuyler in the West Indies and Gulf of 
Mexico, and following distinctive service in the lower Mississippi 
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River; he was the first cousin of Rear Admiral John A. Winslow, 
who commanded the Kearsage when it sunk the Confederate ship 
Alabama off the coast of France. Admiral Cameron McCrae Wins- 
low, who achieved distinction in the Spanish War of 1898 and later 
commanded our Pacific fleet, was a younger brother of Carlile P. 
Winslow’s father, Lt. Francis Winslow, who was born in Leghorn, 
Italy, while his father was on duty in that theatre, and who retired 
from the navy at a relatively early age for physical disability. 

On the maternal side, his great-grandfather was Commodore 
Daniel Tod Patterson, who fought in three wars, was a prisoner in 
Tripoli while a midshipman, commanded the U. 5S. naval forces at 
the battle of New Orleans in the War of 1812, and later was in 
command of Old Ivonsides while commodore of our Mediterranean 
fleet; great uncles include Rear Admiral Harman Patterson, son of 
the Commodore, and Admiral David D. Porter, who married a daugh- 
ter of the Commodore; another son, Captain Carlile Pollock Patter- 
son, also of the navy, was Carlile P. Winslow’s grandfather ; he mar- 
ried Eliza Pearson, of Washington, D. C., the daughter of Joseph 
Pearson of North Carolina, and it was while on leave from the navy 
and in command of a Pacific mail steamer on the West Coast during 
the early 1850’s that Carlile Winslow’s mother, Harriet Livingston 
Patterson, was born in California. 


BAUER F. BULLINGER, who since 1926 has engaged in the practice 
of law in Milwaukee, is a member of the firm of Houghton, Neelen, 
Houghton & Bullinger, which he joined in 19382, He has much more 
than a statewide reputation as an authority upon gift and estate 
laws and in fact is an expert on all forms of law relating to taxa- 
tion, so that he is called upon to address many public gatherings 
to whom such questions are a vital issue. 

While Mr. Bullinger has his office in Milwaukee, he makes his 
home in Menomonee Falls and was born in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, June 
24,1902. His parents, Louis A. and Lillian (Bauer) Bullinger, were 
also natives of Oshkosh, members of old and well known pioneer 
families there. The father has engaged in the printing field and is 
now with the Daily Northwestern at Oshkosh. 

After completing his studies in the Oshkosh high school, Bauer 
F. Bullinger spent two years in study at the Oshkosh Normal and 
next entered the University of Wisconsin, enrolling as a law stu- 
dent. He was graduated with the class of 1926, at which time the 
Bachelor of Laws degree was conferred on him, and he thus com- 
pleted his equipment for his professional career. During his student 
days he had worked in the oflice of Philip La Follette who was then 
district attorney of Dane County, and he also did research work 
for Professor Page. While pursuing his law course he was active in 
the debating and oratorical circles of the school and became a mem- 
ber of Gamma Eta Gamma, a legal fraternity. 

Returning to his home in Milwaukee, Mr. Bullinger at once 
began practicing. It is a well known fact that advancement at the 
bar is very slow, yet he steadily forged forward and proved his 
ability to successfully cope with intricate and involved legal prob- 
lems. In 1932 he joined the firm with which he is now associated 
and his work has added to their prestige. From 1930 until 1982 he 
served as public administrator of Milwaukee County and as such 
voiced many rulings in the interpretation and determination of 
amounts of inheritance taxes that established precedents in this par- 
ticular. He has carried his investigation and study far and wide 
into this field and in 1931 he became the author of the Wisconsin 
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Inheritance Tax Law Manual, while in 1939 he issued the loose-leaf 
book on laws covering the practical application of Wisconsin’s gift, 
inheritance, estate and emergency tax laws. This book was purchased 
by the Marshall & Ilsley Bank and a copy was presented to every 
lawyer and judge as a part of the bank’s trust department service 
and was also given to the graduating classes of the law schools of the 
University of Wisconsin and Marquette University. Mr. Bullinger 
makes speeches before bar associations all over the state on his spe- 
cialty of inheritance and gift taxes, and few men have wider or 
more accurate information upon the subject than he. His practice, 
now extensive, concerns tax, probate and estate matters. 

In connection with civic affairs Mr. Bullinger is also widely 
known, and this constitutes his chief interest outside of his profes- 
sion, for he closely studies civic problems and has been identified with 
many movements that have contributed to progressive development 
in the city. He was one of the organizers and continues an active 
member ‘of the Association of Commerce of Menominee Falls, where 
he resides. He belongs to the Optimists Club and is active in Ma- 
sonic circles, with membership in Lafayette Lodge, F. & A.M.; Calu- 
met Chapter, R.A.M.; and Ivanhoe Commandery, K.T. 

In February, 1940, Mr. Bullinger married Hazel Fogg, of Pe- 
waukee, Wisconsin, who was educated at Lawrence College. 


JOHN R. JoNES, who was appointed register of probate of Mil- 
waukee County in 1939 and is still filling the position, with offices 
in the County building in Milwaukee, was born January 12, 1890, in 
Dodge County, Wisconsin, on the farm of his maternal grandfather, 
John Jones, who was a native of Wales and had come to Wisconsin 
in 1840. He was both a farmer and stonemason, and the land which 
he acquired in Dodge County was underlaid with considerable quanti- 
ties of limestone of excellent quality, which was used for foundations 
and building purposes throughout the county and for various build- 
ings in Waukesha, some of which are still standing, the grandfather 
operating a quarry on his farm. He there continued to reside until 
his death, which occurred in 1907, and his grandson and namesake 
spent his summers on the farm, which yielded him many interesting 
experiences and pleasant memories which he still cherishes. 

John BR. Jones is the only child born to his parents, Edward and 
Elinor (Jones) Jones. His father was born in Wales and in young 
manhood came to this country, establishing his home in Milwaukee 
just prior to 1888 and about the time of his marriage. He was a 
merchant, connected with the Espenhain dry goods store, which was 
one of the foremost pioneer dry goods establishments of the city, 
having been founded in 1875 by Frank C. Espenhain, who died in 
1904, after which Edward Jones carried on the business until 1926, 
in which year his life’s labors were ended. His wife survived him 
for thirteen years, passing away in 1939. 

John R. Jones obtained his early education in the Cass public 
school of Milwaukee and was graduated from the East Division high 
school. He next attended Ripon College, where he won his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1910, after which he studied for a year at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin and then entered the University of Montana, 
at Missoula, as a law student, winning his LL. B. degree as a member 
of the class of 1915. He began the practice of his profession at 
Twin Bridges, Montana, but after the United States entered the first 
World War he put aside all business and personal considerations and 
joined the army as a member of the Ninety-first Division, a north- 
west organization with which he went overseas. He was disabled 
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in the Argonne offensive in France and was hospitalized both in that 
country and after his return to the United States. 

On receiving his discharge Mr. Jones returned to Montana and 
became a member of the bar at Virginia City, the famous center of 
silver mining at that day. He was elected county attorney of Madi- 
son County, and filled the position for two terms. In 1928 he re- 
turned to Milwaukee to make a home for his mother, his father 
having passed away, and here he entered into law practice with 
George E. Morton and Wallace Barr, which later became the firm 
of Jones & Morton, that association continuing until he was appointed 
to his present position on the 11th of August, 1939, following the 
death of his predecessor. He has now occupied the position for five 
years and has made an excellent record by his prompt and faithful 
discharge of the duties that devolve upon him. 

In 1937 Mr. Jones married Katherine Roberts, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a daughter of John and Ellen (Roberts) Roberts, both 
of whem were natives of Wales. Her father is now deceased, but 
her mother still makes her home in Milwaukee. Mr. Jones’ fraterni- 
ties are Sigma Chi and Phi Delta Phi. He is a member of Bay 
View Post No. 180 of the American Legion, of which he formerly 
served as commander, and he has also been commander of the county 
organization. Fraternally he is a Mason, with membership in Mon- 
tana Lodge No. 2 of Virginia City, Montana, and he also belongs 
to the Elks and to the Disabled War Veterans, while his religious 
faith is that of the Episcopal church. He and his wife make their 
home at 2816 North Sixty-ninth Street in Milwaukee. 


Dr. WALTER H. SCHERPING is engaged in general practice at 
Manitowoc, although specializing to a considerable extent in surgery. 
Upon broad preliminary study and wide hospital experience he has 
based his success since coming to Manitowoc, where a liberal patron- 
age is now accorded him. The Doctor was born in Saginaw, Michigan, 
in July, 1879, a son of Henry and Bertha (Dill) Scherping. The 
Scherping family came originally from Hamburg, Germany, and was 
founded in the new world by the Doctor’s great-grandfather, who 
first settled in Buffalo, New York. The grandparents in the ma- 
ternal line were Christian and Christina (Boehm) Dill, the former 
a native of Nova Scotia. In the family of Henry and Bertha (Dill) 
Scherping are a daughter and three sons, as follows: Mabel, who is 
now Mrs. Harry Miller, of Saginaw, Michigan, and has three chil- 
dren; Walter H.; Elmer, who married Alice Schwartz and makes 
his home in Flint, Michigan, and Sidney, who is a graduate of the 
College of Law of the University of Michigan and is now a practicing 
attorney of Detroit. 

At the usual age Doctor Scherping was enrolled as a pupil in the 
public schools of Saginaw, Michigan, where he passed through con- 
secutive grades to the high school, while later he attended North 
Central College at Naperville, Illinois, there winning his Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1924. Following his graduation there he began 


- preparation for a professional career as a medical student in North- 


western University, which conferred on him his M. D. degree in 
1928. Then came several years of valuable hospital experience. He 
served as interne for a year and afterward was resident surgeon 
for two years in the Illinois Masonic Hospital of Chicago and next 
was made assistant superintendent of the Hospital for Contagious 
Diseases in the same city. He filled that position for four years and 
for a year was connected with the Edgewater Hospital of Chicago. 
It was then that he came to Manitowoc in 1935 and he has since 
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given the major part of his attention to surgical work, although he 
still continues in general practice, and in both he is recognized as 
one who is highly skilled. 

Doctor Scherping is serving as medical examiner on the local 
draft board. During the first World War he enlisted at Flint, Michi- 
gan, and served in the Three Hundred and Fifty-first Anti-Aircraft 
Division of the United States Army, having had nine months’ serv- 
ice, continuing to December, 1918. At the close of the war he re- 
ceived his discharge and resumed his studies. He is a member of 
the Manitowoc County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical 
Association and the American Medical Association, and through 
the proceedings of these bodies keeps in touch with all that research 
and scientific investigation are bringing to light in connection with 
medical and surgical practice. Fraternally he is a Mason and an Elk. 
He also belongs to the Kiwanis Club and his religious belief is indi- 
cated in his membership in the First Lutheran Church. His chief 
recreational interest is fishing. 

In 1935 Doctor Scherping was married to Miss Ruth Britt, of 
Blue Island, Illinois, who is a graduate of the St. Luke’s Hospital 
School of Nursing of Chicago. They have three children: Mary, born 
October 5, 1936; Jean, who was born November 6, 1937, and James 
B., born August 18, 1944. 


JupcE GEORGE KRONCKE, who presided over the County Court of 
Dane County from 1927 until his death on June 18, 1941, was a rep- 
resentative of one of the outstanding families of German descent 
in southern Wisconsin. He was born on the home farm at Stade, 
near Hanover, Germany, March 31, 1869, a son of George H. and 
Augusta (Grothmann) Kroncke. His maternal grandparents, Jacob 
and Meta (Schuette) Grothmann, resided near the mouth. of the 
River Elbe in Germany and were well-to-do farming people who 
followed a family tradition and custom of giving each of their four 
sons a tract of land while the daughters received a sum of money. 
The grandparents of Judge Kroncke in the paternal line were Claus 
and Dora (Drews) Kroncke, who crossed the Atlantic to establish 
a home in the new world and took up their abode on a farm in the 
vicinity of Kenosha, Wisconsin. In Germany the family name had 
been Kréneke von Ahn, but Claus anglicised it to conform to new 
world customs. Claus Kroncke had been accorded excellent educa- 
tional opportunities in his native land, was a lover of good horses 
and possessed sufficient means to avail himself of many of the com- 
forts and some of the luxuries of life. 

It was in 1873 that his son, George H. Kroncke, came to America 
with his wife and three year old child, and being dissatisfied with the 
property his father had acquired near Kenosha, he bought land a 
little farther west, near Wilmot in Kenosha County. He won well- 
merited success as a farmer and stockman, specializing in dairying 
and the raising of sheep. The place which he purchased in 1873 is 
still in the possession of his children and grandchildren, its bounda- 
ries having been extended until it now comprises 208 acres. George 
H. Kroncke put aside the active work of the fields and with his wite 
removed to Kenosha, but finding that he could not be content in 
idleness he began making investments in real estate and at his 
death in 1915 left considerable property to his two sons and his 
daughter. For one term he represented Kenosha County in the 
State Legislature. The eldest of his three children is Judge George 
Kroncke, whose name introduces this record. Jacob, the second son, 
is a resident of Milwaukee and has three children, who, like himself, 
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are graduates of the University of Wisconsin, namely: Frederick, 
a successful physician of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina; Robert, 
who has a law practice in Milwaukee but is now with the United 
States Army for service during the second World War; and Adele, 
the wife of John Follows, of New York City, who is now serving 
as an executive on the War Labor Board. Anna Kroncke, the daugh- 
ter of Mr. and Mrs. George H. Kroncke, was a teacher in the schools 
of Kenosha for three decades and cared for her parents in their 
declining years. She resides on the old home place near Wilmot, 
supervising the property with aid of a caretaker. 

Judge George Kroncke attended the grade school of Wilmot and 
was a youth of nineteen years when, in accordance with his father’s 
earnest wish that he obtain a college education, he left for the “big 
city.” He had sufficient funds from the sale of a good supply of 
wool, but he was a country boy who had never been away from home 
and had never ridden on a train alone, and only his great love for 
his parents and his desire to obey them conquered his misgivings. 
On arriving at Madison and applying for entrance to the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin he was informed that it would be necessary for 
him to pursue a high school course in order to acquire suflicient 
eredits for admission to college. He insisted, however, that his 
father had instructed him to enroll at the University and the pres- 
‘dent then sent him to some of the professors who upon examination 
found him with no knowledge of Latin, geometry or botany, although 
he had a thorough foundation in the more practical phases of edu- 
eation and could also speak and write German. He was thus given 
permission to enter the University for the winter terms, as he in- 
tended to work on the home farm during the summer months. At 
the end of his first day at college he wrote his parents that he had 
had the pleasure of meeting the entire faculty—a thrill he never 
forgot. After four years he was graduated in 1893 and two years 
later received the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Upon his graduation 
he entered the law office of Burr W. Jones, a well known Madison 
attorney of that period. A year later he opened an office in Kenosha. 
In 1897 he became a law partner of Lawrence Murphy in Madison, 
with whom he continued in practice until the death of Mr. Murphy 
in 1911. The following year he formed a partnership with his 
brother-in-law, Harry Sauthoff, this association being maintained 
until Mr. Kroncke was elected judge of the County Court of Dane 
County in 1927. For two years he was president of the State County 
Judges Association. 

As county judge George Kroncke’s conscientiousness and dili- 
gence, together with his profound and complete knowledge of pro- 
bate law, contributed greatly to the stability of the community. His 
ability and judgment are shown by the fact that out of the thou- 
sands of decisions rendered by him only twenty-nine were appealed 
to the Supreme Court and in twenty-two of those his decision Was 
affirmed. 

Upon Judge Kroncke’s death the late Circuit Judge August C. 
Hoppmann said in tribute: “Judge George Kroneke was the person- 
ification of a public servant. Not only was he willing to render serv- 
ice, but was always going out of his way to be of service. It can 
truly be said that he considered and practiced the ideal—‘that a 
public office is a public trust.’ He completed the allotted time of 
three score and ten years with credit, service and honor. A useful 
life, rounded out upon a bench where he could be of the greatest 
service to the widow, the orphan and the unfortunate; an ideal 


situation in which his great humanitarian impulses could be given 
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full sway. It is the lives of such men that make and keep alive the 
confidence of humanity in humanity.” 

In 1899 Judge Kroncke wedded Harriet Sauthoff, daughter of 
August C. and Hermina (Bruggemann) Sauthoff, of Madison, Wis- 
econsin. Mrs. Kronecke died in August, 1936, leaving four children: 
Dorothea, a school teacher of New York; Gretchen, the wife of Pro- 
fessor Elbert D. Botts, of the San Jose State Teachers College of 
San Jose, California, but now on a special chemical war work in 
Los Angeles; Harriet, who was a professional dancer prior to her 
marriage to Carl Thorwald Cappelen Jr. of New York, a former 
Boy Scout executive but now serving in the army, and they have 
one son, Carl T. III; and George Kroncke Jr., the twin brother of 
Harriet. All four of the children have graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. 

George Kroncke Jr. received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1932 and his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1933 from the University 
of Wisconsin. He served as assistant district attorney for four years 
and is now a member of the law firm of Sauthoff, Hansen, O’Brien & 
Kroncke of Madison. He has been active in civic affairs and has been 
president of the Madison Civic Theatre and vice president of both 
the Madison Turners and Madison Maennerchor. Fraternally he is 
an Eagle and a Mason, in the latter having advanced to the Consis- 
tory and is a member of the Mystic Shrine. His hobbies are music 
and athletics. He married Jane Ashcraft, daughter of Orley R. and 
Fannie (Fiero) Ashcraft, of Madison. Mr. and Mrs. George Kroncke 
Jr. have two children: George T., born January 1, 1942, and Jane 
Ann, born May 5, 1944. 

Judge Kroncke served as a member of the board of education 
from 1902 until 1919 and was its president during six years of that 
period. In Masonry he had attained the thirty-second degree of the 
Scottish Rite, while his religious faith was that of the Unitarian 
church, where he acted as chairman of the trustees for many years. 
His name was on the membership rolls of the Madison Turners (of 
which he served as president for eight years), the Maennerchor and 
the Steuben Society as well as the Lions Club (of which he was a 
past president) and others. At one time he was active in the affairs 
of the Modern Woodmen of America. He was president of his 
Masonic Consistory class and his university class. 


PAUL H. BoECHER is the president of the Froemming-Boecher 


Funeral Service, located at 101 East North Avenue in Milwaukee © 


and has been associated therewith since 1912. Born in the city which 
is still his home on October 3, 1885, he is a son of Albert and Minnie 
(Peters) Boecher. His father, also a native of Milwaukee, engaged 
in shirt manufacturing after reaching adult age, but passed away 
in 1895, when but thirty-three years of age. In the family were a 
son and two daughters, the sisters of Paul H. Boecher being: Meta, 
now the wife of Albert Fromm, of Milwaukee, and Hattie, who mar- 
ried Clarence Mueller, of the same city. 

The educational opportunities of Paul H. Boecher were some- 
what limited, for he was only ten years of age at the time of: his 
father’s death and early began to provide for his own livelihood, 
but he has always been an apt student in the school of experience, in 
which he has learned many valuable lessons. For ten years he en- 
gaged in insurance work in Milwaukee and in 1912 he joined the 
Froemming Funeral Service, with which he has since been associ- 
ated, covering a third of a century. After the death of Mr. Froem- 
ming, founder of the business, in 1906, his daughter, Marie Froem- 
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ming, took charge and carried on until 1916, when she retired from 
active participation in the enterprise, since which time Mr. Boecher 
has been the sole director of the funeral home, which is a commo- 
dious structure built in a beautiful style of architecture, while the 
interior presents every modern convenience in connection with the 
conduct of funeral services. For twenty-one years the home has 
been at its present location and was built after Mr. Boecher had 
had many years’ experience in this line, so that it meets all up-to- 
date requirements. Mr. Boecher belongs to the Milwaukee County 
Funeral Directors and the Wisconsin State Funeral Directors Asso- 
ciation and of the former served as president in 1929. His work 
has ever been a stimulating effort in advancing the standards of the 
business. 4 

In 1908 Mr. Boecher married Adela Froemming, a daughter of 
Herman Froemming, the founder of the business. He was born 
in Germany and in young manhood came to Milwaukee, after having 
learned cabinet making in his native land. In the new world he 
continued his cabinet-making work and also engaged in the livery 
business in Milwaukee before establishing the Funeral Service in 
1892. Mr. and Mrs. Boecher have two sons: Robert, now thirty-five 
years of age, who married Myrtle Hollnagel and has one son, Paul 
Il: and Carl H. Boecher, who married Gertrude Dornfeld, and they 
have two children, Barbara and Carl H. Jr. Both sons are now 
associated with their father in the Froemming-Boecher Funeral 
Service and are well qualified through broad and practical training 
for carrying on the work. Mr. Boecher is a member of St. Marcus 
Lutheran Church, in the work of which he takes an active and 
helpful part, having formerly served as president of its board and 
also as a member of its financial committee. His entire life has been 
passed in Milwaukee, ‘where he has a circle of friends almost 
coextensive with the circle of his acquaintance. 


BERTHOLD SAUTHOFF, one of the proprietors of the Moseley Book 
Store in Madison, his native city, was born November 8, 1873, a 
son of Heinrich Christian August, better known as August, and Her- 
mine (Briggermann) Sauthoff, the father a merchant and grocer 
of the capital city. Of their five children the first-born died when 
one year old; Harriet became the wife of Judge George Kroncke; 
Berthold was third in order of birth; August, a physician, has been 
associated with the Mendota State Hospital for many years; and 
Harry is an attorney and U.S. congressman of Madison. 

Bert Sauthoflt, who was baptized Berthold, started to work at 
the early age of sixteen years. He attended the grade school of Mad- 
ison as opportunity offered but was dependent on his own resources 
from his youthful days and in 1890, when in his sixteenth year, he 
entered the employ of James E. Moseley in the capacity of errand 
boy. From that time onward he has been associated with the busi- 
ness, working his way upward as he proved his fidelity and capa- 
bility. James E. Moseley had established the business in Madison 
in 1858 as a branch of a similar business he and his brother had 
begun in Janesville in 1856. Madison had been made the state cap- 
ital and seat of the new State University, so the Madison store soon 
outstripped the original establishment in Janesville. Early in the 
twentieth century Harry L. Moseley became a partner in the busi- 
ness. Several years later Mr. Sauthoff purchased a one-third interest. 
In 1940 John Sumner became a member of the partnership and after 
the death of Harry Moseley, in 1942, Messrs. Sauthoff and Sumner 
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purchased the interests of the Moseley estate and these two now 
conduct the business as partners. This is one of the finest stores 
of the kind in this section of the Midwest, and in addition to its ex- 
tensive line of books the company carries a line of office supplies, 
religious goods, pictures, gifts, stamps and collectors’ supplies, a 
rental library and a complete children’s room where books, games, 
etc., are carried. Their large stock is indicative of the liberal pa- 
tronage accorded them. 

Mr. Sauthoff is a member of the Masonic order, in which he has 
attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is also 
a Shriner. He has membership in the Madison Turnverein and this 
winter celebrates his fiftieth anniversary in this organization, which 
makes him a life member. He married Miss Mary Griffiths, daugh- 
ter of Samuel E. and Elizabeth (Nichols) Griffiths, of Madison. 
Samuel Griffiths was a native of England who came to Madison in 
1846. Mr. and Mrs. Sauthoff’s only child is a daughter, Hermine, 
who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and won her Mas- 
ter’s degree from New York University, where she majored 
in physical education. She is now serving in the Red Cross in 
France with the U. S. advance forces. 

Mr. Sauthoff deserves much credit for what he has accomplished 
and his life story is one of orderly progression. The Moseley Book 
Store is the eldest retail establishment’ in Madison, and Mr. Saut- 
hoff’s continuous association with this business for fifty-five years 
makes him the dean of Capitol Square merchants. 


REUBEN C. MADENWALD, superintendent of the County Asylum 
of Manitowoc County, has filled the position since 1926. He was 
born in Calumet County, Wisconsin, March 6, 1897, a son of Charles 
and Tena (Stern) Madenwald. The mother, also a native of Calumet 
County, was a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Christian Stern. The father, 
Charles Madenwald, who was born in Marshfield, Wisconsin, was 
there educated in the public schools and became a cheese manufac- 
turer. He was the son of William Madenwald. To Charles and Tena 
Madenwald, both of whom are now deceased, were born six children, 
namely: Della, Charles, Reuben C., Nelson, George and Elvira, 
deceased. 

After obtaining his education in the common schools Reuben 
GC. Madenwald obtained the position of foreman of the County Asylum 
farm in March, 1918, and proved so efficient in all the work he was 
later called upon to do in connection with the institution that in 1926 
he was advanced to the office of superintendent, while his wife was 
made matron. Under their direction the work of the Asylum has 
been well organized in its various departments and their service 
has given general satisfaction. That provision was made for an 
asylum for the care of the chronic insane is due to the efforts and 
humanitarian spirit of William Rahr, who on April 18, 1884, intro- 
duced a resolution before the county board of supervisors that a 
committee should be appointed to ascertain what would be the ex- 
pense of establishing and maintaining an insane asylum for the 
county. All this led to the erection of a building the following sum- 
mer, and the first board of trustees for the asylum was composed of 
William Rahr, John Carey, Henry Vits, Henry Goedgen and Ad 
Hacker. Gustav Mueller, of Reedsville, was elected the first super- 
intendent and on the 17th of January, 1885, the first patients were 
received. Up to May 23 of that year fifty-seven patients had been 
given needed care and comfort here. Previously they had been con- 
fined in the county jail. Within the next ten years the number had 
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increased to one hundred and thirty-four. Henry Goedgen and his 
wife were made superintendent and matron respectively. By 1897 
the buildings were proving entirely inadequate, so changes were 
made. Buildings were remodeled, more land was purchased, sani- 
tary conditions were improved and all equipment was modernized. 
Mr. Goedgen died October 5, 1911, and was succeeded by Roland 
Kolb, while Mrs. Goedgen was retained as matron. After their resig- 
nation on January 1, 1914, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Drews took over the 
duties of superintendent and matron until December 31, 1925. 

The original farm property comprised fifty-seven acres, while 
later purchase increased the acreage to two hundred and sixty-five. 
At present it comprises 510 acres. The original building was in- 
tended to house seventy-five patients, while the remodeled buildings 
provide accommodation for two hundred. Still later remodeling in- 
creased its capacity to two hundred and twenty-two. The county 
had all the specifications and plans drawn for a new county asylum 
to be built just west of Manitowoc when war was declared and all 
building was suspended. For nineteen years Mr. Madenwald has 
occupied his present position and administers the affairs of the in- 
stitution in a most business-like manner, having both the financial 
direction and the work of the farm well in hand. 

In 1918 Mr. Madenwald married lone Drews, of Cooperstown, 
Manitowoe County. They have had two children, Glenn and Phyllis. 
Glenn was born February 15, 1922, and passed away October 26, 
1924. Phyllis was born March 19, 1928, and is now a member of the 
class of 1946 at Lincoln high school. The parents are members of 
the First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


WENTWORTH TENNEY DURANT, one of the younger members of 
the Milwaukee bar, was born in September, 1907, in the city which 
is still his home, and is a direct descendant of Asa Wentworth Ten- 
ney who was a famous district attorney of New York. Through the 
maternal line he comes of a family of Irish origin, living at Colum- 
bus, Wisconsin. His father, Paul Dillingham Durant, was born in 
Montpelier, Vermont, February 2, 1874, and came west on account 
of his health, after which he attended the University of Michigan, 
where he studied law and won his LL. B. degree at his graduation 
with the class of 1895. He afterward practiced his profession in 
Columbus, Wisconsin, until 1901, when he came to Milwaukee and 
opened a law oflice. He was a member of the firm of Durant, Price 
& Cowens, who became the first tenants in the Wells building. Later 
he practiced alone for several years and subsequently headed the 
firm of Durant, Olwell & Brady. He occupied a prominent position 
at the bar and was a recognized authority on tax matters, being 
engaged as counsel in connection with some of the most important 
tax litigation in Wisconsin. He was very active in Masonic circles 
and had membership with the Knights Templar of Ivanhoe Com- 
mandery and in Tripoli Temple of the Shrine. He likewise belonged 
to Elks Lodge No. 46, to the Blue Mound Country Club, the Univer- 
sity Club and the Milwaukee Athletic Club and was a member 
of the Milwaukee County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association and the American Bar Association. He died February 
15, 1923, when acting as host at a dinner for friends at the Mil- 
waukee Athletic Club. 

In his youthful days Wentworth T. Durant attended first the 
Country Day School, then the Northwestern Military School, after 
which he enrolled as a student in the University of Michigan, where 
he won the Bachelor of Arts degree in 1929 and the Bachelor of Laws 
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degree in 1933. While in college he became a member of Lambda 
Chi Alpha. Since his admission to the bar he has engaged in the 
general practice of law and bids fair to follow in his father’s foot- 
steps in winning a most creditable position as an attorney, for al- 
ready he has secured a clientele that many an older practitioner 
might well envy. He is also well known as a loyal and active follower 
of Masonry, taking a helpful part in the work of Kenwood Lodge 
F. & A.M., in which he has advanced through consecutive offices 
from that of steward up to that of master. That he has taken the 
higher degrees of Masonry is indicated in his connection with Tripoli 
Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., in which he is also an active worker. 

In 1926 Mr. Durant was united in marriage to Miss Katharine 
Henning, of Chicago, whose father was a very prominent manufac- 
turer of pickles and condiments and a leading business man of the 
city. Mr. and Mrs. Durant now have four children: Paul D. I, 
Patricia, Wentworth T. Jr. and Fred Parker Durant. 


HILBERT O. FROEMMING is the owner of J. W. Froemming & Son, 
funeral directors of Milwaukee, carrying on business at 2353 West 
Fond du Lac Avenue. He was born in this city, on the same corner 
where the funeral home is now located, and is a son of Julius W. 
and Louise (Dettmann) Froemming. The father, who was born in 
Germany, in 1867, died in Milwaukee, September 2, 1943. The 
grandfather of Hilbert O. Froemming had died in Germany and his 
widow afterward brought the family to the United States in 1881, 
settling in Wisconsin. Nine years later Julius W. Froemming started 
in business as a funeral director at the corner of North Twenty- 
first and West Center streets, and the firm has only occupied two 
locations through all the intervening years to the present time, re- 
moving from their first to their present location in 1892, so that 
they have remained at the latter place for fifty-two years. The wife 
of Julius W. Froemming is still living in Milwaukee, in which city 
she was born and living today on the site where she spent her youth. 
She is a daughter of Carl and Elizabeth (Schaus) Dettmann, who 
were born in Germany and came to Wisconsin during the early era 
of settlement of this state, becoming pioneer farmers of Milwaukee 
County, where they continued to make their home until death. He 
died in 1919, when he had reached the age of eighty-four years, his 
wife having preceded him the previous year. In the family of Julius 
W. and Louise (Dettmann) Froemming were two sons and two 
daughters. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Hil- 
bert O. Froemming attended the Milwaukee parochial and public 
schools. He became a pupil in the Washington high school and after- 
ward attended Marquette University for a time, thus completing his 
education, after which he joined his father in the funeral directing 
business. During vacations he had previously assisted his father, so 
that he had gained practical knowledge of the business in which 
he became an active factor. His brother, Walter F. Froemming, also 
took up the same line and_is now the manager of a large funeral 
establishment in California. Hilbert O. Froemming, continuing in 
Milwaukee, has since been associated with the company of which 
he is now the sole owner and which has been a feature in the busi- 
ness life of the city for fifty-four years. They have a well ap- 
pointed funeral home, carefully managed, and are accorded a lib- 
eral patronage. 

In 1927 Hilbert O. Froemming married Miss Marie H. Weiss, 
a native of Saukville, Ozaukee County, Wisconsin, and a daughter 
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of Henry and Bertha (Feistel) Weiss, both of whom have passed 
from this life. Her father was born in Germany and arrived in 
this country in 1868, establishing his home in Ozaukee County, 
where he followed farming. His wife was a native of this state, born 
near Saukville. Mr. and Mrs. Froemming have become parents of 
two daughters, Caryl Mae, who is now attending the Washington 
high school of Milwaukee; and Patsy Ann, who is a pupil in the 
Steuben junior high school. 

Mr. Froemming has always resided in Milwaukee, where he is 
widely and favorably known, and that his has been an honorable 
and well spent life is indicated in the fact that many of his stanchest 
friends have known him from his boyhood days. He is a member 
of the Emmaus Evangelical Lutheran Church and .along business 
lines he has membership with the Milwaukee County Funeral Di- 
rectors Association, the Wisconsin State Funeral Directors Associa- 
tion and also with the National Association. 


DR. WrwtaAm A. RAUCH, physician and surgeon, came to Mani- 
towoe well equipped for his profession by broad preliminary train- 
ing and subsequent postgraduate study. He is today numbered among 
the best informed medical men of the city, a fact indicated by the 
liberal and sustained patronage accorded him. A native of Mani- 
towoe County, he was born June 5, 1894, and is a representative of 
one of the pioneer families of this area, his grandfather having been 
Matthew Rauch, who came from near Munich, in Bavaria, Germany. 
After crossing the Atlantic he settled in Sandusky, Ohio, where he 
operated a brewery in connection with his brother. Later he came to 
Manitowoc County, where he cast in his lot with the early settlers 
who were here reclaiming the wild land for the purposes of civiliza- 
tion. He developed a good tract of land and became one of the sub- 
stantial farmers of the district. He also served as treasurer of the 
town of Eaton and was town chairman for a number of years, thus 
taking active part in the civic development of his community. He 
married Rose Benzinger, who came from Bavaria, Germany. 

Joseph Rauch, son of Matthew and Rose Rauch, was born in Mani- 
towoc County and after reaching man’s estate married Victoria 
Sprang, a daughter of Anton Sprang, who left Oberhausen, Baden, 
Germany, when a youth of eighteen years, coming to this country 
with the group of pilgrims that the Rev. Oschwald brought to this 
section, Father Oschwald being the first to settle at St. Nazianz and 
was the founder of the colony there. Mr. Sprang remained with his 
countrymen for three or four years, helping to clear the land, hew 
the forests and prepare the fields for cultivation in that early day. 
Later he purchased a farm and married Amelia Lettenberger, who 
had been his next door neighbor in Oberhausen. They settled in 
Manitowoc County, near Eaton, and there reared their family, which 
included Victoria, who became the wife of Joseph Rauch. Of their 
marriage there was born the following children, all of whom are 
living, namely: Max, Joseph, Fred, Rose, William A., Peter, Al- 
phonsus, and Herman. 

Doctor Rauch while spending his youthful days under the par- 
ental roof attended the country schools near the home farm and later 
was graduated from the Teachers Training School, now the County 
Normal. He next attended the Milwaukee State Teachers College, 
where he completed his course by graduation in 1916. He won his 
Bachelor of Science degree at Marquette University in 1920 and re- 
mained there for his professional training, receiving his M. D. de- 
gree in 1922. He had enlisted March 3, 1918, at Camp Custer for 
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service in the first World War and was assigned to Company B, 
Three Hundred and Fortieth Infantry. The Government, however, 
issued an order to release all medical students who had three years 
of medical study, so that he was sent back to complete his course, 
which he did in 1922. In the meantime he was in the inactive Medical 
Reserve Corps until the close of the war. 

Doctor Rauch spent his interneship in the Milwaukee County 
Hospital and afterward spent six months in the Lying-In Hospital 
of New York. Later he took postgraduate work in obstetrics, after 
which he removed westward and became assistant to Dr. A. F. Far- 
rell of Two Rivers, with whom he remained for one year. He next 
engaged in private practice in Valders, Wisconsin, for a decade and 
on the expiration of that period devoted three more years to post 
graduate study, spending one year at Cook County Hospital of 
Chicago, one year at the University of Vienna, Austria, and six 
months at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. In 1936 he 
came to. Manitowoc, where he has since engaged in general practice 
with excellent success, his practice being large and of a responsible 
character. He meets his duties and obligations in every particular 
and his work has brought him high endorsement. 

Doctor Rauch has membership in the Manitowoe County Medical 
Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American 
Medical Association. He belongs to the Manitowoc Rotary Club and 
to the Catholic Order of Foresters and has membership in St. Paul’s 
Catholic Church. He is also a member of and a lecturer for the Green 
Bay Diocesan Bureau of the Holy Name Society. 

In 1924 Doctor Rauch married Gladys Gevelinger, of Milwaukee, 
who is a daughter of Peter and Julia (Krupp) Gevelinger and who 
was a student nurse in St. Mary’s Hospital of Milwaukee. Doctor 
and Mrs. Rauch have three children: Patricia, born May 18, 1928; 
Paul, born March 31, 1980, and Robert, born November 28, 1933. 
The Doctor enjoys a game of tennis in his leisure hours but gives 
the major part of his time to his professional interests, which in- 
cludes service as a member of the emergency medical unit in local 
defense. 


NELS C. LERDAHL, secretary, treasurer and general manager of 
the Reiten-Lerdahl Insurance Company of Madison, which owns and 
controls one of the largest insurance agencies of the city, was born 
at De Forest, Wisconsin, January 7, 1897, a son of Nels and Carrie 
(Peterson) Lerdahl, both of whom were of Norwegian descent. They 
were farming people in the township of Bristol, Dane County, for 
many years, progressive and respected. 

The grandfather, Ole T. Lerdahl, immigrated to this country and 
settled in Bristol township at about the time of the Civil War. Nels 
and Carrie Lerdahl were the parents of six children: Ole, now a 
resident of Omaha, Nebraska ; Caroline, of Dane County, widow of 
Knut Nelson; Anna, wife of Erwin Peterson, of Madison; Nels C.; 
Albert S., associated with his brother Nels in the insurance business 
and has been active in Dane County politics, serving as alderman 
of the city of Madison, county supervisor and trustee of the Dane 
County Sanitarium; and Esther, who became a trained nurse but 
died when twenty-seven years old. 

Nels C. Lerdahl pursued his education in the grade and high 
schools of De Forest and then entered the University of Wisconsin, 
where he won his Bachelor of Arts degree at his graduation with 
the class of 1921. Four years passed and in 1925 he joined Norman 
Reitan in organizing Reitan-Lerdahl & Company, a general insurance 
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agency. They have since conducted a successful insurance agency 
that has grown to extensive and gratifying proportions, employing 
twenty-five people. They handle fire, casualty and life insurance and 
represent leading insurance companies, occupying the entire third 
floor of the Pioneer building. Their business is well organized into 
claims adjustment, life insurance, general agency and Madison pro- 
duction departments. In addition to his connection with this office 
Mr. Lerdahl is also active in insurance circles through the State of 
Wisconsin. 

In 1931 Mr. Lerdahl married Miss Dorothy Whitford of Milton, 
Wisconsin, and they now have two daughters, Esther Mae and 


Judith, and a son, Alfred. Mr. Lerdahl belongs to the American 


Legion, having been an ensign in the United States Navy in the first 
World War. He is a thirty-second degree Mason and a Shriner, is 
active in civie affairs and is a member of the First Congregational 
Church of Madison. 


WILLIAM J. WOLTER. Industrial activity finds a substantial and 
worthy representative in William J. Wolter, whose well defined prog- 
ress in construction circles has brought him to the position of sec- 
retary-treasurer and general manager of the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuild- 
ing & Dry Dock Company. Today more than fifteen hundred em- 
ployes are under his immediate direction and the extensive business 
is now largely carried on in connection with defense work for the 
Government. 

Mr. Wolter was reared and partially educated in Sturgeon Bay, 
but was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, January 7, 1896, a son of 
Joseph and Agnes (Ferger) Wolter, the mother a native of Chi- 
cago, although she spent her girlhood days in Milwaukee, where 
Joseph Wolter was born May 17, 1857, and his youth was also passed 
in his native city. He was a son of William Wolter, who was born 
in Germany and reached Milwaukee in 1845. He was a shipbuilder 
and worked in the Wolf & Davidson shipyard of Milwaukee during 
the remainder of his days, his death occurring in 1907. His wife, 
Mrs. Katherine Wolter, died in 1888. 

When eighteen years of age Joseph Wolter, like his father, became 
an employee of the Wolf & Davidson shipyard, and in 1880, in com- 
pany with August Rieboldt, he engaged in the shipbuilding business 
in Sheboygan under the name of the Rieboldt & Wolter Company. 
The firm operated at that place until 1897, when they removed their 
business to Sturgeon Bay, continuing under the old name until 1917, 
when they sold out, after finishing a boatbuilding contract for the 
Government. The new firm changed the name to the Universal Ship- 
building Company. The stockholders were Milwaukee men but they 
did not meet with success in the undertaking, so that the business 
was reorganized and renamed the Sturgeon Bay Dry Dock Company. 
In 1925 Joseph Wolter returned to the business as receiver for the 
firm und at that time the name was again changed, becoming the 
Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company. Mr. Wolter was 
made manager of the business and so continued until his death, which 
occurred in August, 1929. His wife survived him until 19385, when 
she too passed away. Mr. Wolter was not only a most capable busi- 
ness man but was also a prominent figure in the public life of the 
city, serving as mayor of Sturgeon Bay for the long period of six- 
teen years, and he was also a member and president of the Utilities 
Commission. 

William J. Wolter was only three years of age when his parents 
removed with the family to Sturgeon Bay, where he began his edu- 
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cation, attending the parochial schools. Later he was a student at 
Notre Dame University, taking a three years’ course in engineering. 
This brought him up to the time of the first World War and he joined 
the army. He was in attendance at the Officers Training School when 
the Armistice was signed and he received his discharge in 1919. 

Returning to his home, Mr. Wolter soon afterward entered Mar- 
quette University, where he took a two years’ course in business ad- 
ministration and then, remaining in Milwaukee, spent two years with 
the Risen Construction Company. Again coming to Sturgeon Bay, 
he assisted his father in the shipbuilding business and also operated 
a cherry orchard until 1925, when William J. Wolter became an em- 
ploye of the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company. Fol- 
lowing his father’s death he was made general manager of the busi- 
ness and in 1934 he and Captain John Roen purchased a controlling 
interest in the business, while in 1937 they acquired the balance of 
the stock, since which time Mr. Wolter has been secretary-treasurer 
and general manager of the company, with his wife as vice president, 
while Captain Roen has been the president since they took over. 
Prior to the current war they built Mississippi River towboats and 
yachts and also did a big repair and storage business. Mr. Wolter 
built towboats for many oil companies and also was the builder of 
a goodly number of yachts. In 1941 the company received their first 
Government contract and built five harbor tugs and four private 
river towboats, also eight boats for the army called minelayers or 
D-B boats. In 1942 they built one river pushboat for the Pure Oil 
Company and three retrieving vessels for the Government, and up 
to August, 1943, they have delivered seven retrieving vessels, five 
cargo boats and ten motor tenders and are now building ten cargo 
boats, one retriever and have a new contract which calls for fourteen 
176-foot supply vessels, for which they are now making the designs. 
In 1942 they converted for navy use as subchasers eight of the 
largest private yachts on the Great Lakes. The company now em- 
ploys sixteen hundred people and their property covers sixteen acres. 
The Army-Navy Production Award was given the Sturgeon Bay 
Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Company April 20, 1944. They have since 
been awarded two stars. 

In addition to his interest in the company Mr. Wolter has agri- 
cultural and horticultural interests, owning and cultivating a farm 
and cherry orchard, and he has also recently taken over a shipyard 
at Cairo, Hlinois, which he is operating under the name of the Mound 
City Marineways, Inc. 

On the 16th of August, 1923, Mr. Wolter married Leona Bartel, 
a daughter of Leo and Mary (Beyer) Bartel, both of whom were 
born in Germany. Her father came to this country in his boyhood 
days and throughout his remaining days was connected with farming 
in Door County, Wisconsin, where he died in 1941, his wife passing 
away in the same year. Mr. and Mrs. Wolter have two children: 
William J. Jr., born August 31, 1924; and Robert L., born September 
fy ral 4B 

William J. Jr. is now at the Kings Point, N. Y., Merchant Ma- 
rine Academy and will shortly become ensign. Robert received his 
boot training at Great Lakes and is now in amphibious training on 
the West Coast. 

Mr. Wolter is a member of the American Welding Society, the 
Great Lakes Yacht Masters and Engineers Association, the Central 
Marine Chamber of Commerce and the American Legion. He be- 
longs to the Catholic church and the Knights of Columbus. He en- 
joys hunting, fishing and boating and he maintains several boats. 
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He realizes the truth that ‘““Not in doing what you like, but in liking 
what you do is the secret of happiness,’ and he finds genuine 
pleasure in his work. He resides on North Bay Shore Road out of Stur- 
geon Bay, where his home stands in the midst of an attractive three 
acres of ground. 


EDWARD PHELPS ALLIS was one of the famous manufacturers of 
Wisconsin who was closely associated with the industrial develop- 
ment of this state. He was born in Cazenovia, New York, May 12, 
1824. Edward P. Allis attended academies in Cazenovia and Geneva, 
New York, and graduated from Union College of Schenectady, New 
York, in 1845. In 1846 he moved to Milwaukee, where he read law 
in preparation for the bar and engaged in several business adven- 
tures. Later he helped organize the firm of Allis & McGregor, which 
conducted a private banking business. He then purchased interest 
in the firm of Decker & Seville, manufacturers of burrstones, and 
who were millwrights and iron smiths. The name of the firm of 
Decker & Seville was changed to the Edw. P. Allis Company. Under 
his direction this small company expanded their activities to include 
the manufacture of roller mills for use in the manufacture of flour 
by the roller process. This expansion program included the devel- 
opment and manufacture of steam engines, saw mill and mining 
equipment and heavy machinery of a wide range of types. At the 
time of his death, April 2, 1889, the small business of Decker & 
Seville had grown to one of the largest, if not the largest, manu- 
facturers of specialized heavy machinery, known as the Edw. P. 
Allis Company—employing over 2,000 men. 

One of the broad-visioned activities under his leadership was the 
special training program which was given all of the new workers 
who desired to enter their employ. A training period which con- 
sisted of a well-organized and supervised educational course which 
required four years’ time has produced some of the finest mechanics 
of the country—many of whom are today heading nationally known 
important manufacturing firms bearing their own names. 

It can be truly stated that Wisconsin’s metal working industry had 
its birth in the plants of the Reliance Works of the old Edw. P. Allis 
Company. 


Louis ALLIS is president of The Louis Allis Company, manufac- 
turers of electric motors. Louis Allis was born December 380, 1866, 
in Milwaukee. He attended the old Markham Academy in Milwau- 
kee and at the Pennsylvania Military College received a degree as 
Civil Engineer in June, 1888. He entered the business world as a 
storekeeper in the old Edw. P. Allis Company (now the Allis-Chal- 
mers Company), which company was founded by his father, Edward 
P. Allis. 

His advancement in the business world has been continuous, but 
other humanitarian interests have been outstanding features of his 
career, making his record one which might well serve as an example 
to others. 

His outstanding characteristics are his helpful interest in the 
men in his employ—his love of children—his efforts for the welfare 
of mankind in general—his thoughtfulness and consideration of oth- 
ers—his love of the beautiful—his clean, wholesome life—his public- 
spirited citizenship and his intense humanitarianism. 

Although his title at the old Edw. P. Allis Company was that of 
purchasing agent, he had expanded his activities until he was vir- 
tually general manager of this gigantic enterprise. 
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He left the Edw. P. Allis Company, due to illness, in 1901, and 
shortly afterwards was chosen president of The Mechanical Appli- 
ance Company. Under his guidance The Mechanical Apphance Com- 
pany, which later was renamed The Louis Allis Company, as being 
more indicative of the ideals of the company—has grown to one 
of the most important manufacturers of industrial type electric 
motors in the country. . 

His policy has always been one of consistent integrity as regards 
the quality of apparatus, and fair play at all times. Under his en- 
couragement a very considerable amount of specialized electrical de- 
velopment has taken place. Some of the major developments in the 
manufacture of electric motors which have increased the safety, 
speed, and efficiency in many complete industries today are the result 
of his broad, far-seeing policy of contributing the maximum towards 
improvement of the products of his industry. 

Among some of the outstanding electric motor developments 
which were a direct result of his personal policy and efforts are 
included: The original motorization of laundry equipment; the orig- 
inal laundry control panel; the pioneer Arbor type motor ; the first 
Fan-Cooled Explosion-Proof motor; the original Self-Cleaning Tex- 
tile motor; the original Splash-Proof motor; rapid reversing motors. 
These are but a few of the outstanding electric motor developments 
under the encouragement and leadership of Louis Allis which have 
had far-reaching and efficient influence on industry in general 
throughout the country. As the skilled craftsman of centuries ago 
placed his mark upon his handiwork to better distinguish it from 
the others, so does the famous @* trademark distinguish the prod- 
uct of The Louis Allis Company. The present @* trademark was 
originated by Mr. Allis when placing his “O. K.” on factory orders 
—being the shortest way of signing his initials—and is significant of 
his spirit of efficiency that is also demanded of his co-workers, as 
well as of the product—it is more than merely a trademark—it is 
the mark of pride and craftsmanship—backed by two generations 
of leadership in industry—a mark with a distinct meaning and an 
interesting origin—the mark of a product and a man. 


Rr. Rev. MONSIGNOR JOHN J. CLARK is pastor of St. Gall’s Cath- 
olic Chureh in Milwaukee. The parish over which he presides was 
organized in 1906, under the guidance of Archbishop Sebastian 
Messmer. Father Jcseph W. Keefe was assigned to duty as the 
first pastor and served the parish for about thirty-four years, being 
sueceeded by Monsignor Clark, so that there have been only two 
pastors in the entire existence of the church. A combination build- 
ing for church and school was erected in 1906 at 2628 North Third 
Street. The parish property now includes the Sisters’ convent at 
2665 North Second Street and the rectory at 2610 North Third. 
These structures occupy an entire half block on Clark, Second and 
Third strects. The work of the parish has been steadily developed 
along enduring lines. The school attendance has increased rapidly 
and a building at the corner of Clark and Third streets has been 
remodeled for school purposes. There are now 800 pupils in the 
school, which is under the care of seven Dominican Sisters from 
Sinsinawa. 

Monsignor Clark was born in Lomira, Dodge County, Wisconsin, 
on the 8th of February, 1896, and is of Irish lineage in both the 
paternal and maternal lines. He is a son of James and Katherine 
(Lynch) Clark, both of whom were born in Wisconsin. The father, 
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a son of Charles Clark, one of the picneer residents of this state, 
was born in Lomira in 1855 and died there in 1908. He married 
Katherine Lynch, who was born at Byron, Fond du Lac County, 
Wisconsin, and is now living in Milwaukee with her son. She is a 
daughter of James and Mary Lynch, natives of New Jersey, who, 
moving westward, established their home in Wisconsin during the 
period of its early settlement; Monsignor Clark’s sister, Mary, is now 
the wife of Raymond Kelley of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 
Monsignor Clark acquired his early education in Lomira, attend- 
ing St. Mary’s parochial school and then, with an earnest desire 
to enter the priesthood, he entered St. Francis Seminary of Mil- 
waukee in 1910, there continuing his studies for a decade in prep- 
aration for Holy Orders. He was ordained October 28, 1920, and was 
elevated to the rank of Monsignor January 23, 1935. Tle was first 
appointed assistant at St. Rose’s Catholic Church in Milwaukee, 
remaining in that connection for a year and a half, after which he 
was assigned to St. Thomas Aquinas Church for a brief period. 
Through his next appointment he became rector of Pio Nono Acad- 
emy, where he continued until 1936, when he was made pastor of 
St. Louis Church in Caledonia, Racine County, Wisconsin. He 
labored there until January 23, 1940, when he was transferred to 
St. Gall’s Church in Milwaukee, where he has since continued his 
labors. The various branches of the church are well organized and 
are making steady progress under his supervision. Monsignor 
Clark has also served as the Spiritual Director of the Diocesan Holy 
Name Society, occupying that position from 1931 until 1938. 


JOSEPH E. STAALSON, president of Color Craft Printing, Inc., of 
Manitowoc, is a native of this city, born May 11, 1896. His parents, 
Ole and Josephine (Petersen) Staalson, are natives of Norway and 
are still living. The father, who was a ship carpenter, is now retired 
from business at the age of eighty-six years. 

Joseph E. Staalson, the youngest of a family of five children, 
attended the public schools of Manitowoc until he had completed the 
work of the grades and three years of his high school course. He 
then put aside his textbooks and began to learn the printer’s trade 
at the plant of the Merchant Manufacturing Printers Company. 
While there employed he enlisted for service in the first World War, 
becoming a member of Battery C, One Hundred and Eleventh Field 
Artillery, with which he spent ten months overseas. Receiving his 
discharge at the close of the war, he returned home to Manitowoc 
and here obtained a position on the Manitowoc Pilot, a weekly news- 
paper. On the 19th of March, 1929, the Color Craft Printing Com- 
pany was organized by W. N. Rutherford, who became the president ; 
Arnold A. Glaeser, who was made vice president; and Joseph E. 
Staalson, who became secretary and treasurer. Upon the retirement 
of Mr. Rutherford in November, 1941, Mr. Staalson became presi- 
dent and now gives his attention to the executive control of a business 
that has constantly expanded. Their original location was in the 200 
block on South Kighth Street but they soon found those quarters 
insufficient to meet the demands of the business and removed to the 
corner of Ninth and York streets. In 1988 they purchased their 
present property, a thoroughly modern building that is equipped 
with the latest improved machinery necessary in their line of work. 
They employ twenty-six people in the plant and are represented on 
the road by two salesmen. Their output includes catalogs, broad- 
sides, circulars and stationery, and they do mechanical retouching, 
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photography, art work and are also dealers in office furniture and 
supplies. Arnold Glaeser remains the vice president of the company, 
while V. R. Myers succeeded Mr. Staalson in the office of secretary. | 

Mr. Staalson is a member of the Lutheran church and of the | 
American Legion, and also is a past president of the Lions Club. He | 
is doing his part in civilian defense, now serving as sergeant in the 
First ward zone. His wife belongs to the Legion Auxiliary, of which 
she has served as president, and she also has membership in the Civic 
Service Club and has been a delegate to several of its conventions. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Staalson take the keenest interest in civic matters 
and are doing all they can to promote community progress and ad- 
vance the standards of citizenship. 

Mr. Staalson married Miss Elsie Marquardt, of Manitowoc, a 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William Marquardt, both deceased. Mr. 
and Mrs. Staalson have two children: Shirley, who was born May 4, 
1924, and is a graduate of Lincoln high school; and Joan, born Novem- 
ber 11, 1934. 


ae 


TIMOTHY BROWN, a Madison lawyer, was born in Madison, Wis- 
consin, February 24, 1889, the son of Frederic M. and Annie 
(Storer) Brown. He received his academic education in the public 
schools of Madison and in the University of Wisconsin, from which 
he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1911. He then spent three 
years in the Harvard Law School, and received a Bachelor of Laws 
degree in 1914. Two years of practice in Milwaukee followed, after 
which he returned to Madison. The first World War intervened and 
in May, 1917, he enlisted as seaman, second class, in the United 
States Navy. He was assigned to the destroyer U.S.S. Reid, and on 
it he experienced eighteen months of service in European waters, 
rising through non-commissioned and commissioned grades to the 
rank of lieutenant, junior grade, which he held when demobilized 
in February, 1919. 

When he was released from the naval service Timothy Brown 
returned to Madison and resumed the practice of law with Michael 
B. Olbrich, with whom he had formed a partnership shortly before 
the outbreak of the war. Lee LaFollette Siebecker, son of the chief 
justice of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, also joined the firm, which 
was known as Olbrich, Brown & Siebecker, and the partnership con- 
tinued until 1927, when Mr. Brown began the independent practice 
of law, which he has continued ever since. While he does not spe- 
cialize, of late years the office side of his p ractice has predominated 
over trial work. He is a court commissioner for Dane County. He 
belongs to the Dane County and the State Bar associations, the 
American Legion and the Mendota Yacht Club. His principal rec- 
reation is in sailboating. During the second World War he served 
as an official of the selective service system, from its inception, as 
Government appeal agent and as member of the district appeal board. 

In 1921 Mr. Brown married Margaret Titchener, of Ithaca, New 
York, daughter of Professor Edward Bradford Titchener, of Cornell 
University, an Englishman. Her mother is Sophie Kellogg Bedlow, 
born in Portland, Maine, and now of Columbus, Ohio. After Mrs. 
Brown’s death in 1936 Mr. Brown married Louise Coxon, of Madison, 
the daughter of Thomas and Emma Lake Coxon. Mr. Coxon was 
born in England and Mrs. Coxon in Kentucky. By his first marriage 
Mr. Brown has one child, Timothy Jr., born September 4, 1922. At 
the end of his sophomore year in the University of Wisconsin the 
son volunteered for the United States Army and after a third year 
in college and preliminary training in Texas and Georgia he was 
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- commissioned a second lieutenant of infantry. As of this date, Octo- 
ber, 1944, his service has been in the United States. 

The Timothy Brown family has been known in Madison since 
1855. In that year Napoleon B. Van Slyke persuaded Timothy Brown, 
' grandfather of our present subject, to leave Salina, now Syracuse, 
New York, where he was in the banking business, and become 
cashier of the Dane County Bank of Madison. Mr. Brown brought 
with him his wife, Elizabeth (Barnard) Brown, and their small son, 
Frank G. A son, Frederic M., was born after they had settled in 
Madison. Timothy Brown continued as a banker all his hfe and 
was instrumental in converting the Dane County Bank to The First 
National Bank of Madison in 1868, when the national banking act 
became effective. He also engaged in other local business enterprises, 
being a silent partner in the firm of James Richardson & Company 
and in the abstract office, and he owned a controlling interest in the 
Madison Gas Company and was active in its management. He was 
born in Elbridge, New York, in 1821 and died in Madison in 1879. 
His two sons carried on his business interests and contributed to 
the growth of the city by their participation in founding The Cen- 
tral Wisconsin Trust Company, now the trust department of The 
First National Bank, the French Battery Company, now Ray-O-Vace, | 
the Maple Bluff Golf Club and the Mendota Yacht Club. For many 
years they owned and operated a number of business blocks in the 
city. 

Frank G. Brown was married to Mary Goodrich, of Milwaukee. 
They had two daughters, Elizabeth and Adalin. Frank Brown died 
in 1921. Mrs. Brown and Adalin live in Madison. Elizabeth has 
died. Fred M. Brown married Annie Storer, who came with her 
parents, George and Mary (Johnson) Storer, to Madison in the "70s 
from Portland, Maine. Fred Brown died in 1927. His son Timothy 
(our subject) lives in the suburb of Maple Bluff. A daughter, Mary, 
is married to Arthur Shiverick, of Glencoe, Illinois, and a daughter, 
Eleanore, is married to Robert M. Haydon, of Maple Bluff and Madi- 
son. A third daughter, Alice, died in childhood. Mrs. Fred M. Brown 
occupies the family home on East Gilman Street. 


JouNn R. ARNOLD, who since 1915 has been connected with those 
government agencies which promote and protect law and order, is 
now serving as sheriff of Dane County. He has made his home in 
Madison for thirty years and was born in Primrose, Dane County, 
February 22, 1888, a son of William and Anner (Chase) Arnold. 
His grandparents on the paternal side were James and Hannah 
(Cope) Arnold, the former a native of Ireland who became a resi- 
dent of England, where he was married to Hannah Cope, an Eng- 
lish girl. On coming to the United States they settled at Springdale, 
Dane County, upon a farm which is still in possession of the family. 
William Arnold also followed the occupation of farming, as did the 
Chase family, who, like the Arnold family, were of English lineage. 
Unto William and Anner (Chase) Arnold were born four children, 
of whom John R. is the eldest, the others being: Irving, of Madison; 
Mildred, the wife of A. Percy Ness, of Madison; and Orville, of Mer- 
rimac, Wisconsin, all yet living. The parents, however, have passed 
away. 

Reared on his father’s farm, John R. Arnold attended the country 
schools and afterward continued to engage in the cultivation and 
further improvement of the home place until he was about twenty- 
seven years of age, when he became a resident of the capital city. 
Here he was employed ag the jailer until April, 1917, after which 
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he served as deputy sheriff until April, 1918, when he joined the 
United States Army as a member of the Sixty-fourth Infantry Regi- 
ment of the Seventh Division, with which he was overseas for ten 
months, receiving his discharge as corporal on the 26th of June, 1919. 

Mr. Arnold, relieved from military duties, returned to Madison 
and was connected with the police department from August 10, 
1919, until January 1, 1943, when he became county sheriff. While 
a member of the police force he acted as ambulance driver for six 
years and on the Ist of January, 1931, was advanced to the rank 
of detective, while in 1937 he was again promoted, becoming a cap- 
tain of the police force. In 1942 he was elected county sheriff and 
reelected in 1944 with a larger majority than was given any other 
successful candidate in the county race. He is prompt and fearless 
in the discharge of his duties and nothing can swerve him from a 
course which he believes to be right. His long continuance in this 
line of work indicates clearly the excellent record he has made. 

Mr.: Arnold is a member of the American Legion and the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars and he also has membership in the Benevo- 
lent and Protective Order of Elks, in the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
and in the Loyal Order of Moose. He was married in 1924 to 
Miss Florence Trask, of Madison, a daughter of Nathaniel and Al- 
bertina (Buergin) Trask. Nathaniel Trask was a veteran of the 
Civil War, a member of a New ‘York volunteer regiment. The Buer- 
gins were among the pioneer settlers of Madison. They were charter 
members of St. John Lutheran Church. The Arnold household now 
numbers two sons and a daughter. William, born November 28, 1924, 
is a graduate of the Madison high school. He entered the United 
States Navy and has been sent home with a medical discharge. He 
is now employed as a steel worker at the Badger Ordnance Works. 
John J., born August 27, 1926, completed the high school course and 
entered the United States Army in November, 1944, for service in 
the second World War. Kathleen, born February 6, 19383, is now 
attending high school. 


Dr. JosePH J. ADAMKIEWICZ, physician and surgeon of Milwau- 
kee, where he has practiced for twenty-four years, was born March 
10, 1897, in the city which is still his place of residence, his parents 
having been Frank and Victoria (Osenkowski) Adamkiewicz, both 
of whom were born in Poland, where they were reared and married. 
Desirous of trying their fortune in the new world, they crossed the 
Atlantic in the late 1870s and became residents of Wisconsin, where 
the father followed the carpenter’s trade, which he had learned in 
his native land. He died in the year 1918, while his wife, surviving 
him for about eleven years, passed from this life in 1929. Dr. Jo- 
seph J. Adamkiewicz is one of a family of six children, there being 
three brothers and three sisters. The eldest, Dr. Ladislaus L. Adam- 
kiewicz, who has also made the practice of medicine his life work, 
was born in Milwaukee and completed his professional training in 
the school of medicine of Marquette University. He enlisted in the 
United States Navy April 6, 1917, and was aboard the U.S.S. Jacob 
Jones when it was sunk thirty-five miles off the Irish coast by a 
German submarine. For eighteen hours he clung to a raft before 
he was rescued by a British gunboat, being the only survivor of the 
Jacob Jones, which had a crew of one hundred and thirty-three men 
and officers. The Doctor remained a member of the navy throughout 
the first World War and was on active duty in China, the Philip- 
pines, Guam Island and at other United States naval bases. Since 
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1932 he has served as United States naval officer at the naval hos- 
pital at San Diego, California. He was also the attending physician 
on Admiral R. E. Byrd’s expedition to the south pole in November, 
1939, and in the same year he was a national delegate to the con- 
vention of the American College of Surgeons in Philadelphia. His 
has certainly been an eventful life and an honor to the country 
which has accorded him merited honors and rewards. 

The second son of the family of Frank and Victoria Adamkie- 
wicz is Bernard, an attorney, editor and author, who is now editing 
the Polish daily paper the Kuwryer Poliskt of Milwaukee and who 
is well known as the author of several novelettes and short stories. 
Theodora is the wife of Joseph Pawlicki, their home being in Green- 
field, Milwaukee County. Felix Adamkiewicz is a resident of the city 
of Milwaukee. Cornelia is the wife of Dr. Cyril Marlewski, of Mil- 
waukee. 

The other member of the family is Dr. Joseph J. Adamkiewicz, 
who after completing the work of the grades in the Milwaukee pub- 
lic schools and of the South Division high school continued his studies 
in the Milwaukee State Teachers College and next entered the Mar- 
quette University Medical School, in which he qualified for the pro- 
fession which he had elected to make his life work. He there won 
his M. D. degree in 1920 and opened an office in his native city, 
where he has now continued in active professional work for about 
a quarter of a century. He has utilized every opportunity to pro- 
mote his efficiency and thus render his service of the greatest pos- 
sible benefit to his fellowmen and has taken postgraduate work at 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, and at Columbia University. 
He has long been accorded a large practice of an important charac- 
ter and is accounted one of the able physicians and surgeons here, 
and at the same time he is serving as one of the professors and lec- 
turers on regional surgery in the Marquette University School of 
Medicine. At all times he has kept in touch with the progress that 
has been continuously made in medicine and surgery, being con- 
versant with the latest researches and discoveries which have helped 
to bring a correct solution to the complex problem which we call 
life. He belongs to the Milwaukee Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association and he 
is a life member of the American College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons. He has a wide acquaintance in his professional circles and en- 
joys the high regard and respect of his colleagues and contempora- 
ries in his chosen field. 

Doctor Adamkiewicz married Sylvia Marlewski, a native of Mil- 
waukee and a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, where she 
completed a course in home economics as a member of the class of 
1922. Doctor and Mrs. Adamkiewicz now have a family of three 
daughters and a son, as follows: Gloria Ann, who is now attending 
Marquette University; Donna Marie, a pupil in St. Mary’s Acadenyy ; 
Joseph J. Jr., in Sacred Heart school; and Marcia Sue, who is ata. 
tending St. Mary’s Academy. The Doctor is a leading member of 
the City Club and takes an active and helpful interest in all civic, 
social and patriotic affairs of a constructive and progressive nature. 
His home overlooks Lake Michigan and he finds his recreation in 
boating and yachting, in every way enjoying aquatic sports as well 
as the scenic beauty of the broad expanse of water at his door. In 
his profession he has always been actuated by a laudable ambition 
that has carried him steadily forward, bringing to him the grat- 
ification of serving his fellowmen to their benefit. 
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JoHN A. SCHUETTE is one of the prominent figures in industrial 
circles in Manitowoc and his efforts have contributed in considerable 
measure to the city’s reputation as a manufacturing center. More- 
over he is a member of one of the oldest and most outstanding families 
of this section of Wisconsin. He was born in Manitowoc, October 2, 
1896, a son of Louis and Clara (Schmidt) Schuette and a grandson 
of John Schuette, who became a leader among the pioneer business 
men of Manitowoc. His great-grandparents were John and Kath- 
erine (Schade) Schuette, natives of Oldenburg, Germany, who in 
1848 came to the new world, making Manitowoc their destination. 
Here John Schuette established a grocery business, which he con- 
ducted until his death. He had a family of seven children, namely: 
Gesine, Henry, John, Martha, Fred, August and George. 

John Schuette, grandfather of John A. Schuette, was born in 
Oldenburg, Germany, September 25, 18387, and therefore was only 
about eleven years of age when the family came to this country. 
After his father’s death he and his brother Henry continued to carry 
on the grocery business for some time but at length he sold his 
interest in the store and founded the Manitowoc Savings Bank, which 
was established under state laws and was capitalized for $50,000. A 
building was purchased at the corner of Eighth and Jay streets and 
soon the bank was operating successfully with John Schuette as its 
first president, while later his son Louis became the president. John 
Schuette was also the owner of the second flour mill in the town and 
he contributed much to the commercial and financial upbuilding of 
the city. He married Rosa Stauss and their children were Edwin and 
Louis, who became associated with their father in the conduct of 
the bank; and Gesine, Lillie and Rosa. 

Louis Schuette was born in Manitowoc in 1868, acquired his edu- 
cation in the public schools and after reaching adult age joined his 
father in the management and conduct of the Manitowoe Savings 
Bank, of which he became the president. He also became one of the 
stockholders in the Invincible Metal Furniture Company. In the later 
years he largely put aside business cares, resigning his position as 
president of the bank after many years of service and spent his time 
in the enjoyment of those interests which were a matter of pleasure 
and entertainment to him, his rest being well merited because of his 
former activity. He married Clara Schmidt. 

Their son, John A. Schuette, pursued his early education in the 
grade and high schools of Manitowoc and later attended the Culver 
Military Academy of Indiana and the University of Wisconsin. In 


1917 he enlisted in the Air Corps of the United States Army but did © 


not see foreign service. He received his discharge in December, 1918, 
after which he returned home. He then joined the Invincible Metal 
Furniture Company in the manufacture of steel furniture and steel 
office equipment and has since been connected with the business. As 
he acquainted himself with all the details of management he worked 
his way upward and since 1920 has been the president of the com- 
pany, which is rated as one of the chief industrial concerns of the 
city, developing a large plant and building up an extensive business 
which made its output known throughout the United States. Since 
the outbreak of the war the business has been devoted 100 per cent 
to war work. 

Mr. Schuette belongs to the Chamber of Commerce and to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and is a popular figure in 
club circles, with membership in_ the Yacht Club, the Gun Club, 
Country Club, the Kennel Club and American Legion. His family is 
one of social prominence and recently Mrs. Schuette and their daugh- 
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ter, Doris, were called upon to christen a minesweeper for the United 
States Navy. 

Prior to their marriage Mrs. Schuette was Miss Gertrude Auman, 
a daughter of Max and Genevieve (Clark) Auman, of Manitowoc. 
The children of this marriage are: John H. and Doris. The son, who 
was born October 15, 1924, is a graduate of Culver Military Academy. 
From there he enlisted in the armed forces in October, 1942, and is 
now stationed in Germany with the U. S. Ninth Army, Highty-third 
Division. The daughter, born October 22, 1923, is now graduating 
from the Teachers College at LaCrosse, Wisconsin. 


INVINCIBLE METAL FURNITURE COMPANY. One of the strong and 
substantial business enterprises of Manitowoc is that of the Invinci- 
ble Metal Furniture Company which, engaged in the manufacture of 
all kinds of steel furniture and office equipment, is now giving its 
time 100 percent to war work. This business had its origin at Monroe, 
Wisconsin, a company being there organized in 19138, but in 1914 a 
group of Manitowoc’s progressive citizens who wished to increase 
the industrial activity of this city induced the company to remove 
here. The business was then a small one as compared with the 
present undertaking, for under the leadership and direction of its 
officers it has been constantly expanded, its lines of production 
extended and its output increased in volume as trade has been built 
up throughout the country. 

John A. Schuette, who is the president of the company, joined the 
organization in 1917. The other officials are George Alter, vice 
president, and Florian Stradel, secretary-treasurer. Sound judg- 
ment, keen enterprise and close relations with the trade have led to 
the gradual upbuilding of the business, which has constantly in- 
creased in volume until it is now one of the most important business 
interests of Manitowoc. The plant is a very extensive one, covering 
a large plot of ground, is well lighted and splendidly equipped for the 
manufacture of its famous metal store and office furniture, which 
included all kinds of steel counters, steel filing cabinets and desks, 
courthouse office furniture, bank vault steel equipment and other 
lines, all conforming to the highest standards of manufacture in this 
line. Their output was sent all over the United States and they also 
had a considerable export trade, and they employed between one 
hundred and fifty and two hundred people. They made a substantial 
addition to the plant in 1923 and in 1928 this was doubled in size. 
They enjoyed a constantly growing patronage until after the country 
entered into the global conflict and are now giving their entire 
attention to an output needed in defense. Sound judgment and keen 
discernment have ever characterized the management of the business 
and they have maintained the highest standards in manufacture, 
while their business methods have never in the slightest degree sought 
or required disguise. If questioned as to their procedure the officials 
probably would reply something like this: “There is no mystery about 
running a business. It is simply a matter of sound policies and the 
exercise of common sense in carrying them out.” 


JosEPH E. KENNEDY, executive secretary of the Wisconsin Mutual 
Insurance Alliance, with offices in Madison, was born at Lima, She- 
boygan County, Wisconsin, March 4, 1872, a son of John F. and Cath- 
erine (Plant) Kennedy. His grandparents in the paternal line were 
George and Catherine (Dempsey) Kennedy, who came from their 
native Ireland to America in 1830 and settled in lower Quebec, Can- 
ada. In 1834, with his wife and two children, George Kennedy 
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journeyed on foot, carrying the two children on their backs the 
entire three hundred miles from there to Skowhegan, Maine, braving 
all the hardships and perils of the primitive methods of travel in 
those days. Later, in 1856, they sought the opportunities of the 
Middle West, settling in Sheboygan County, Wisconsin. Their chil- 
dren included John, George, Fannie, Esther, Mary and Charles. 

Their son John F. Kennedy was born in Canada but reared in 
Skowhegan, Maine. When a young man he went to New York City 
and became a carpenter apprentice. He learned the trade in all its 
branches, aS was necessary in those days, including the making of 
doors, shutters, winding stairs, etc., and some of the details of archi- 
tecture, Coming to Wisconsin when twenty-four years old, he settled 
in Lima, where he became a carpenter, builder and contractor. For 
many years he also filled the position of postmaster of Lima. His 
wife, Catherine Plant Kennedy, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and by her marriage became the mother of eight children: Nellie, 
now deceased, who became the wife of Calvin Carey, of Manitowoc ; 
George W., of Green Bay, Eva, deceased, the wife of Charles Browne, 
of Sheboygan; John, of Manitowoc; Mary, now Mrs. Al Pierce, of 
Hingham, Wisconsin; Joseph E.; Fannie, the wife of Thomas Fra- 
ney, of Plymouth, Wisconsin; and Charles A.., of Milwaukee, who is 
connected with the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad. 

Joseph E. Kennedy entered the educational field after attaining 
his majority and was active as an educator for twenty-one years, 
serving six years of that time as superintendent of schools of She- 
boygan County. In 1911 he was appointed deputy state fire marshal 
and filled that position for three years. In 1914 the Wisconsin State 
Association of Mutual Insurance Companies was organized and em- 
ployed Mr. Kennedy as an inspector of risks. In 1927 he received 
the appointment as deputy commissioner of insurance, filling the 
office for seven years, when he resigned to accept his present office, 
that of executive secretary of the Wisconsin Mutual Insurance Alli- 
ance, and his knowledge of the business was soon manifest in his 
careful and successful control of the work of his office. He has 
studied insurance risks in a systematic way, gaining a knowledge 
of all essential details as well as the main features of the business, 
and in his administrative position he is measuring up to the highest 
standards of service. 

On the 3rd of November, 1904, Mr. Kennedy married Miss Mary 
C. Grosnick, of Shawano, Wisconsin, a daughter of Herman and 
Margaret (Beilo) Grosnick, of German descent. Mr. and Mrs. Ken- 
nedy have reared a family of whom they have every reason to be 
proud, as they are making steady advancement in their chosen fields 
of labor. Katherine, who graduated from the Oshkosh Normal School 
and attended the University of Wisconsin, is now a teacher in the 
high school of Oshkosh. J. Edward, who attended the Oshkosh 
Normal School and Armour Tech. of Chicago, is now. an insurance 
rater at Milwaukee. He married Ruby Barlow and they have two 
children, Pat and Maurine. Hugh, who received his M. D. degree 


at the University of Wisconsin, is now a first lieutenant with the. 


United States Medical Corps in England. He married Margaret 
Thompson, of Appleton. John, who attended Oshkosh Normal School, 
is now a fire inspector at Oshkosh. He married Germaine Smith, of 
Oshkosh, and they have two children, Judith and Mary Edna. Charles, 
who also attended the Oshkosh Normal School, received his LL.B. 
degree from the University of Wisconsin in 1936 and established and 
maintained his practice in Madison until he joined the armed forces, 
in which he is now serving with the military police detachment. 
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‘Grace died in 1928, when thirteen years old. Colin, an electrical 
engineer of Oshkosh, studied three years at the University of Wis- 
‘consin and had joined the United States Cavalry for service in 
‘World War II but was returned home on account of physical disabil- 
ity. James and George were both taking premedical work at the 
University of Wisconsin at the outbreak of World War II. They 
‘were inducted into the United States Army and assigned to the 
-AS.T.P. to complete their medical education at the University. The 
youngest son, Ralph, was also taking the premedical course at the 
‘University of Wisconsin when he was called to active duty with 
the army and he is now serving with a chemical division. 


Epwarp G. HERMES, who heads the Hermes Hardware Com- 
pany, doing business at 1400 Douglas Avenue in Racine, is a repre- 
sentative of a family that has lived in Racine County for more than 
a century. His erandfather, Gerhardt Hermes, who was born in 
Germany, in 1801, came to the United States in 1840 and took up 
his abode on the Four-Mile road in this county, but later disposed 
of that property and secured a farm on the Six-Mile road in Cale- 
donia township, where he continued until death called him in 
1873. His son, Joseph Hermes, who was born in Aix la Chapelle, 
France, now a part of Germany, in April, 1837, was but three years 
of age at the time of the immigration of the family to the United 
States, and here he was reared to farm life, afterward taking over 
the operation of the old homestead, to which he added by subse- 
quent purchase until he had one hundred and twenty acres of rich 
and arable land. He continued to cultivate that place until 1892, 
when he removed to Racine. He became well known as an auc- 
tioneer, conducting many sales in Racine and Milwaukee counties. 
He was one of the organizers of the Caledonia Mutual Insurance 
Company, of which he served as president for a number of years, 
and he was otherwise active in community affairs, filling a number 
of positions of public trust, including the office of chairman of the 
town board. He died in Racine December 19, 1908, while his wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Theresa Welfl, and was born in Austria 
in 1840, died in February, 1920. 

Their son, Edward G. Hermes, who was born in Caledonia town- 
ship, Racine County, June 20, 1876, pursued his early education in 
the rural school near his father’s farm, and later continued his edu- 
cational training in Patterson’s Business College of Racine. When 
a young man of twenty-two years he enlisted for service in the 
Spanish-American War, but was not called for active duty at the 
front because of the short duration of hostilities. After completing 
his education he entered the employ of the Racine Wagon & Carriage 
Company, with which he remained for about three years, and then 
became connected with Marshall Field & Company of Chicago, con- 
tinuing with that corporation for a number of years. Desiring that 
his labors might more directly benefit himself, in 1900 he entered 
the grocery business in Racine and continued therein until 1920, 
after which he lived retired from business for a decade and spent 
the time in travel abroad, going around the world and visiting thirty- 
two different countries, finding great interest in studying the cus- 
toms and life of the people and in visiting places of scenic and his- 
toric interest. 

In 1930 Mr. Hermes reentered the commercial field when he 
formed a partnership with his son, Edward G. Jr., in the hardware 
business at their present location on Douglas Avenue, where they 
have since operated very successfully, carrying a large stock of shelf 
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and heavy hardware. Since 1907 Mr. Hermes has spent many win- 
ters in the South, a part of the time in Texas, while for the past 
nineteen winters he has been in Florida. He has always found great 
delight in travel and in visiting places hitherto unknown to him, and 
he has that liberal culture which is the outcome of sojourn in other 
places and lands. 

On the 30th of April, 1901, Mr. Hermes married Anna Marsh, 
a daughter of Frank and Margaret Marsh, both of whom were born 
in Austria and came with their respective parents to the United 
States in early life, their people settling in Milwaukee. Mr. Marsh 
died many years ago, while Mrs. Marsh lived until 1918. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hermes have a family of two sons and two daughters. Mabel 
was born in September, 1903. Edward G. Jr., born in December, 
1905, is now one of the owners and the manager of the Hermes 
Hardware Company. He was married October 9, 1927, to Lucille 
Kortendick, and they are the parents of two children, Donald, who 
was born April 22, 1929, and Judith Ann, born October 1, 19387. De: 
Marvin J. Hermes, the third of the family, was born June 16, 1908, 
and is now engaged in the practice of medicine in San Gabriel, Cali- 
fornia. He married Nancy Baird, of Los Angeles. Mary Ruth, 
born September 9, 1921, is the wife of Captain Martin J. Dirnbauer, 
who is a captain in the Air Corps of the United States Army, and 
their home is in Vincennes, Indiana. Mr. Hermes owns a summer 
home at Eagle Lake, where he has a large garden that is his prin- 
cipal hobby outside of travel, and in its cultivation he finds real 
pleasure. His Racine residence is at 1419 Superior Street. 


Rr. Rev. Mscr. SEBASTIAN BERNARD, pastor of St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church at Milwaukee, was born on a farm at Calvary in 
Fond du Lac County, Wisconsin, February 28, 1871, a son of Anthony 
and Elizabeth (Gilles) Bernard, his parents having been pioneers 
in the agricultural development of the state, where they settled in 
1846, almost a century ago. Monsignor Bernard received his early 
educational training in the parochial school and when but thirteen 
years of age began his preparatory studies for the priesthood in 
St. Lawrence College at Mount Calvary, there taking his classical 
course. In 1889 he entered upon his philosophical and theological 
studies in the Seminary of St. Francis and was ordained to the 
priesthood in the cathedral at Green Bay by Archbishop Messmer, 
July 9, 1893. Three days later in his home parish he celebrated his 
first Mass in the Church of the Holy Cross. 


His first appointment made Monsignor Bernard assistant ith. skate 


Michael’s parish, where he is now serving as pastor, but after three 
years devoted to the work of assistant he was transferred to Lo- 
mira, Dodge County, in August, 1896, and given charge of St. 
Mary’s Church. At this church he continued for seven years and 
during that period he managed not only to clear off the indebtedness 
on the parish school but also to build an addition thereto. At Johns- 
burg, Fond du Lac County, in May, 1908, he became pastor of St. 
John’s Catholic Church and greatly promoted the work of the par- 
ish, including the building of a modern rectory. . 

In August, 1909, Monsignor Bernard returned to Milwaukee to 
assume the pastorate of St. Michael’s Church, and has now lived and 
labored in this parish for thirty-five years, being greatly beloved 
by his people, who have found him considerate and understanding 
while his spiritual ministration has been highly inspiring. Many 
tangible results have followed his efforts to upbuild the parish and 
advance the work of the church alone many lines and the people 


ee amen 


J 


jedooRw | 
er oe hae bat) Ae aa fhe UE ERA a ? 
© jw ect Suse atl woumesoll AMM TOCK sonia srw wd 

Jesq otf tol ofistw eemoT ad gecrid odd © Maqea yu08 rtd) ered © 
deory bavot eyaveis gail oH cabprold pi ned eed 4 erate abedontie 


. a y a 7 Tl . A ‘ wr, er oe nap wig 
bus cud of nwowles otortideysonig yaitiely ni bes fovert ai dd uiloly 
toric ni mitoton i orostwo ads ei doin vittuo fersdil tedt 2a Psa Ph 


} 

| dezM sack belium cooreH am oer ditqA 30 1208 of? nO bie 
: 

} 


Wied siow atodw te tod: detsM ternqual bas dine? to 1tdgueh @ 
hotin off of strony ovilsoqis: tiedt diiw soineo> ban artevA mie 


: on . x s ‘eh yes" yD J 1 

| feveM uM eodwawllid ai ydilftes siqosg siedt shit yitas ni eoteie _ 
| bas AM RE@r fing hort deve ae ality ORS erR9y Yoont Beth mre 
| jodal .eretihyueb owt bug score owd to viimet a svat eonrisH aM (a 


/  sdesoo ni wrod 40D boswho (BOOT ‘tedrisigs2 ai niod saw i? 

sare gif} lo ‘oyna ad? bee wonwo orft Yo ono won «i d0CD e My 

siond of .PSOr 2 qedoahoO bora eaw off wasn siawhsH oo 7 

; fw blaseG .waibtitfs aud Io vig riaq ont sie yodt boa pvbibasmew a e 
10 .P8Cl LL shobO nied iA pitibes bag A2er SS tawA aiod egw” A 


BOCLl OL sul wrod sew ylinrst df Yo brridd ort 90th. civeet 


“ig? leisdat) ine tit eatotiveer Yo sHtonig old wi boysene won ei bak | ; 
; “i798 Ys selenaA Yo to brad yous beirtem oH istaxzwt 


| tonal 1G atest roniqe) To stive oft vi {SOF .@ +adersiqee wrod 
. bis vitiA wolele best af) aiy'10') “tA od ui nistqes & ef one 
TONNE 6 RW SOKO aii aM aes 2oanconi V nt ai smtod ted | 
~tinig eid et tuft soften Sorel & aed od sony aed siaeGl te sated ‘ 

af 


{sor ebeit sdf mothevithio 241 ni bus daviret Yo obieduo uddort {aqis: 
JOPNG SOIT Bibl te ai sxisbiaey sitive ei SweBlg ye. f 


e‘leadyiM J8 WW yoleng weve warraanaR se Van TH 
at yinvis? ta mse1!4 no nied caw woluawlil Js torudD oilodtaD 
YHoninkh to tows 174 BE einasdel steno W via) ont ob bao i 
aisenoly meat pride stig etd iinet (Cesllid) diedaxild bag) 

aj bettier gilt every, stew of. te ieomaqoieveb larethioiryn ode ahi 


, 


.. 

; Vitny tid bevieton hanaiat “ronyiesol OZBe YtUineo § Jaonls AbEE > te ‘ 

Metinit teu avtiw fiw: hfe initootsd of ni ediniad lentoitasuhe ) 

“i boutieerty si 20% ali. ~oteteqeny elit asged ous lo eseey! oe hn 

; lnsixenio sid gnidet orett visvln® Jnyolt- in syooD sorstwed §8 7% 4 
d i" \ 


lnsigotoondt ban Issidqowelidg ver naqgu bevels of C88 al .setids : 
at) of berisivtw vaw hin eisdor). §2 to yvisained oft ot esibyty © i 
(tomar qornaididexrA Yo ved too te lerhedtas bil) at boondsegitg 1%)...” 
8d betetdsios of detweg sined vif ni 4bel “yah oll Sess .e yet oe, 
So weOe) HOH oht to dowd) edt at wa jee 0! 
AG i Jostees isco adagienoM abem sxomiuioggs Jest etH 
Sruit whe 10% notesd ae guivroe wor at od srodw fetta &ieadoil pase 
i “nt ot boreleunsy) aew on taglulaes te aAsow ot? of hatoveb Stage 
( J% to sydd naviy big weal JeaavA ni .yinueD syhod BUN 


\\ baw stapy uevex sot hewsitaon of. dowds atdt 3A  lodurt®: eye 
\\ eethotdsini off To «aol oF hte fon beganect stl botieq Jatt gafubow > 3 
\waatol $A olor) aeitbba na Miod ot cel fod foorica deting ond mor 
3G Yo toleny ontinsed of BOGE va gi wane cfd pb bao yyud 1! LAU’: 
~tety ol) to Atew st hetenmtioig vinore bas dowd oilodin® wade 
‘erohe wiohom « to paiblivd 4d ynibuloat iat Oo Ps 

of ssdvawiiA of barman buainetl tompianoM .e0er JarQuA io 4 A 
bne bevil wow eat baw dhol blonde 42 Xo otetcteaq ofl emuaeg) 
beveled yiisem yuiod ee, svii-ytiidd at deitsq vid} ni berwdabe — 
acibuneabae hes Meebisews mid bavol ovad odw sigosd aid fom 
wish .yuitiqeni yidgid’ asod ved softedeinim Lsuditiqe abd otistey ae : 


> 


eS tt li a eg eect 


; 


bus ileituq odd tliviqu of etotio eid bewolldt ovad #iveot sidings) _ 


* 


siqosy oft bug aonil yaam yools devils edd Yo tow odt sony ba 1s, 


a 7) ie arn Foe cd 
- p ay 7 Pa aos ’ ast 
. % x oA - Ai ie a 
a 7 : : 7 
: =. _= va A “a: ae eos 


BIOGRAPHY 637 


paid him great honor as their leader when in 1933 the church 
celebrated its golden anniversary. 

It was toward the close of the nineteenth century, when the 
western section of the city was rapidly developing, that there was 
felt a need for a new parish that would be set off from St. Joseph’s, 
which could no longer afford adequate accommodation for the peo- 
ple of that faith. In 1883 the trustees of St. Joseph’s met and a 
committee was appointed to secure a suitable location for the new 
church, resulting in the purchase of two acres of land on North 
Twenty-fourth and West Vliet streets and three lots at North Twen- 
ty-fourth and West Cherry streets. Plans were then made for the 
erection of a combination church and school building and parish 
house, the building supplying necessary schoolrooms and living quar- 
ters for the School Sisters on the first floor, while the second floor 
was used for church services. In November, 1883, the building was 
completed and the new parish was called St. Michael’s. It had a 
membership of about one hundred and twenty-five families, who 
courageously faced the arduous task of promoting the work of a 
new parish. The story is one of great development, and during the 
sixty-one years of its existence the church has sent many of its 
young men into the priesthood and has given seventy-one of its 
daughters to the religious life. 

Notable has been the educational work of the parish, which 
from its organization planned for its school life, and the beginning 
of the year 1884—January 2d—when the thermometer registered 
twenty-two degrees below zero, saw the school opened with an at- 
tendance of one hundred and twenty pupils. The number increased 
almost daily and by spring one hundred and ninety were in attend- 
ance and all three of the schoolrooms were in use, while on the open- 
ing day only one was opened. In three years the school had grown 
to such an extent that all felt that it was necessary to have enlarged 
facilities and plans were made for another building providing two 
large classrooms and a hall for social purposes. Another three year 
period passed and again the parish faced the problem of adequate 
school space, so that an addition was made to the school in 1890 
that it was thought would meet all requirements for years to come. 
This was but a step, however, in the direction that has brought to 
St. Michael’s one of the finest parochial schools in the States, a 
two-story and basement structure, erected in 1923 at a cost of one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, which has greatly resulted from 
the efforts of the present pastor, the Very Rev. Sebastian Bernard. 
There are sixteen standard size classrooms, a large cafeteria and 
kitchen, a principal’s, a doctor’s and a nurse’s rooms, together with 
library and reading rooms on the second floor. The building has 
the latest and best equipment of every character found in the model 
modern school, and in addition to this building the older school 
building contains eight large schoolrooms and a sewing department 
in the hall or auditorium. In 1925 the present rectory was built 
under the direction of the Very Rev. Pastor Bernard to provide 
proper housing for the pastor and his assistants. In 1925 the old 
parish building was remodeled and is now used for social purposes 
exclusively. 

At the founding of the school Mother Caroline, first commissary 
general of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, sent three Sisters from 
the mother house to open St. Michael’s school and later she made 
plans for providing the Sister teachers with a home, purchasing a 
lot and drawing up plans for a convent, which was ready for occu- 
pancy in May, 1885. As the attendance at the school increased oth- 
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ers were added to the teaching staff and to the original convent an 
addition of two wings was later made to meet the requirements. 

In 1902 the standard school system of eight grades was adopted, 
and in that year the first grammar school commencement was held. 
A kindergarten was opened in 1890 with fifty-eight pupils, but the 
need for further classroom space for advanced students led to its 
discontinuance. Today there are one thousand pupils in the school 
under the guidance of twenty-six Sisters of Notre Dame and one 
supervisor. Though St. Michael’s was started as a purely German 
parish, the policy was soon changed and there are today students 
of seventeen different nationalities enrolled. 

The church is a stately stone edifice with lofty spire terminating 
in the’ Cross. It is of pure Gothic architecture, ninety by one hun- 
dred and eighty feet, with elaborate decoration, presenting a beau- 
tiful and tasteful interior in which are many fine art works. The 
first pastor, Father Ruckengruber, was succeeded by Rev. Henry 
Kampschrorer, and when he was called to act as chaplain in St. 
Nicholas Hospital in Sheboygan, Rev. Bernard took over the tasks 
of ministering to St. Michael’s parish and has continued in charge, 
wisely directing the activities of this strong and growing parish, 
which has become a vital force for Catholicism in Wisconsin. On 
Thanksgiving day of 1983 the church celebrated its golden anni- 
versary, on which occasion letters of congratulation and apprecia- 
tion were received from Milwaukee’s mayor, the governor and other 
high officials. Sacrifice and zeal have gone hand in hand as the 
story of St. Michael’s has been written into the history of Milwau- 
kee, with an outstanding record of high purpose and successful 
achievement covering sixty-one years. 


Dr. GEORGE M. HorrFMAN. After thorough preliminary training 
and holding at all times to the highest ethical standards of his chosen 
calling, Dr. George M. Hoffman occupies a most enviable and credit- 
able position among Manitowoc’s physicians and surgeons. He was 
born March 16, 1903, in the city which is still his home, his parents 
being Edward J. and Ida (Symes) Hoffman, both yet living. The 
father, who is connected with the Rathsack hardware store, is a 
son of George Hoffman, a tanner by trade, who left his home in 
Vermont to become a resident of Manitowoc in the era of its early 
settlement and development. The grandparents of Doctor Hoffman 
in the maternal line were John and Mary Symes, natives of Eng- 
land, who beeame residents of America in the late 1840s. 

The Doctor was the only child born to his parents and while 
spending his youthful days in his parents’ home he attended the 
public schools, passing through the grades to the high school, after 
which he went to Detroit, Michigan, to study pharmacy in Wayne 
University. He was a registered pharmacist before he entered Mar- 
quette University as a medical student, his interest in the profession 
being aroused by his knowledge of medicines and their properties. He 
was graduated with the M.D. degree in 1930, after which he served 
an interneship of a year in St. Elizabeth’s Hospital of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, where he learned how best to put his theoretical training 
to the practical test. On the expiration of that period he returned to 
Manitowoc, opened an office and is today considered one of the 
capable physicians of his native city. For a time he was associated 
with Dr. John Shaw, who died in 1931, since which time Doctor Hoff- 
man has been alone. He fully recognizes the responsibilities that de- 
volve upon him and is most careful and conscientious in the per- 
formance of his duties. He possesses that deep human sympathy 


eo ene ELE OCTET RAAT 


eect ch NEE 


| 


| fy 
. ( 


\\ apiaasiorg, git mt tavioinl eid pasbule booibom o en Qimovin & 


. dreerse00 lantgina ont od bas. ‘ital 
_betqobs xew vobsty dfgiy te amtere loorve pcabmain aut coat. ‘a f to 

7 . 
od tid sliquy ddgio-ut dtiw O08! ai dense «aw aottsgivhus 


oad Yo povbhnn aoe yt bos ato ow oall inqesdans odd ab 


“oat bobirsita Ad oorod ‘efnrtaq eid at ayeb dutdigoy aid naibyoge i 


Fy a c ' 
he Fis, 7 - ie Te 


7 , anes ae eg 
isinnod ¢ f Selita’ ps | 
2inemoiivpet of) fsom of shar witnl anw. Porat g ov ©, moisil 


th 


ke 


_biod eww tnontosnontine toodse aasery del odd ange tent g 


ati of bal alnohwade beonevha 16) sonqe ooo wzesio, soddunt sot bast 
foorise oft oi eliqug baspesoilt one 97% oor yeboT  .seaaunisuaoeth 
ano bes sinc extol io esaizie’ xt-eipaw) do vpipbing, ost) mab 
nemo ylewg a an betrele aew condi J davedT .soeret 
etnobuta yvebot ssa stadt ban bowaade meok-aaw ypilog orld fled 

hulle eititenoiien Ins Vib nagingyee eat 
aniisntorsad etiqu ytel dtiw soiibe suote yletale sei doivds oft) : fe . 
id ago yd vionin euiosdidous. sishton) wig to ai M220 ~odta 
-vsed 6 aaiinszetq sieilesoosh olwiodule. djiv. Joo], viduia haw, fore a eae 
eit .aliow 48 of yaant ore dotiw mt tobaidi lyiemer tidy 


a 


: er 
oP » 


qisoll .veH yd fohessens enw codutynedond sdtal -solenqe ea 
4% ai nialqeds 36 Jon of holies aww oil teniw bite aoroidseqimeas 9 
aknat oti reve dood bimwmd .voH caygyoded’ ni intiqeoll xale fai a 
of ae nt beestiaos emt bas deirse “losdoild 12 0} gniiseiaion sts) 4 
deiveq yaiwowg bits pions xidt ‘bo eoilivios edd yailootib ‘yloviw. Re: 
a0 vaieneneiW. ai optiatiordin9 vel ostet Istiv a. entosed ant ye Ge 
-inna noebloy adi boinudelas dousity of} RECT Yo wah univigedand ‘iar 
«Siostgts bite gubin nie rgios lo, etatlel motekove doistw ito ERTS” fa 


yetio boa “LOM RG oi? raved) s'sodis -wliM mott heviesss si9w aol 
atlt es, beed aft fitel oon ovad ines bua soithion® -eleiniiie dein. 
srawliA lo yeodnid gid etni aeltiuw coed ead ‘loads 3h, to vicda, eh) 


lutessoous bir saoeptiq meat Yo hose guihandaigo nas’ Alive geal ; ; 
Sine, onu-yixia paladins deamoupitany e e, 

al a a ae 
gnintans i jencti ations dauertodtt mITA Maman M anon ai 
aevod> vid Po ehenhenwte insidie toodgid ool? 03 eoetit a tequiblon bag) 4 
thers haa siixives teem.a ssigusco samo, MM egxoen) «CL, gatiias og 
vow oh anccyre bie ansbievig e'sowoliieM ‘gaoma nodtizog old. 
estos 2id jonmul vid Mise et soidw. yiio ont min 2OCL: OL coisa a ne ae 
ont cri tox, ud...caaMoh qasmya) sbi bis’ sk biswhd y a 


2a sole syhwi'tad ousdted ont die bedsontos eb: odw vada! 
mi sie od sid itet ow bed yd waned a .agmoH ay1oond to a 

wiine ett to ays ot wf sowotinal te baoblact « otooed, 08 pean 
nasa oli mio  ainsuegqbanw afl Joomqoloveb bre insmolsaw — 


wath KE etal sit «i sins A lo elnobieer oragved ow sbsusk | <a ; 
iw bos akestag sid ob strvod bitda Mino ad} asw solo ofT. ~ a 
1910 looting agid of) od nobaig ont wil} uoieesq eloodss es 


sng ai yourtonty vbwie ot weyistlt Jiowe of duow od. dat 
“ai beside od opted ieipaarindy beidaigot s saw olf iarsey 


«4 


Veh. eoitisauny sient bas roniniburn to sgbolwoad vid yd boauois i Fae 
b4ayviez oi dotdw atin GBRi al ee A.M odd dtiw ian Wy 
mobhyyA to tedigankl ‘ewisdesl 02 si 290 a do ee 


Quinins! lesilssoodt aid tag of jeod word bowel peg ie 


ot leussetes of bolseg dads Yo noiletiqxs odt nO tes} pepper ‘. 
onl! to sno bhedpebienes.yabas et bis goitto_ or 
bataivoges, zgw ak votit # 10% .vtis oviten eis ; 
Neh soso seit dotdw —_ AOL mi heth tho aol ak 

sh IeAs 2vitilidizsequat old voxiqnosss yllut 

tog oi i vsvoitinstvesoa ease luteseo = ‘sue 
Witeqmvye aanud qoobtadi aversecog oH 


eT 
. - ome 


BIOGRAPHY 639 


without which the physician is never at his best and he is continually 
adding to his knowledge by thorough reading and study, while he 
also keeps in touch with advanced methods of medicine and surgery 
through his membership in the Manitowoc County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American Medical 
Association. For six years he has served the community as health 
commissioner and he was also county physician for three years, but 
his private practice now makes full demand upon his time and 
energies. He is now captain of the medical unit in the State Guard. 
Doctor Hoffman is also well known in fraternal circles, having 
membership in the Masonic order and the Elks lodge. 

In 1934 Doctor Hoffman married Ruth Behnke, who is a graduate 
of the high school of Manitowoc and was a student nurse in Holy 
Name Hospital here at the time of their marriage. They have one 
son, Stephen Edward, born August 21, 1941. 


OSWALD H. PLENZKE, secretary of the Wisconsin Education Asso- 
ciation and a resident of Madison, has devoted his entire life to 
activity in the field in which he is still putting forth his effort so 
effectively. He began teaching in 1907, when nineteen years of age, 
and has done much to raise and maintain the high standards of 
public instruction in Wisconsin. He has shown marked initiative 
in planning and executing his work, and the results achieved have 
been highly satisfactory to the communities in which he has labored. 

Born in Newburg, Wisconsin, September 16, 1888, Mr. Plenzke 
is a son of William and Rosa (Schmidt) Plenzke, both of American 
birth. The father devoted much of his life to merchandising in 
Appleton, Wisconsin. Oswald H. Plenzke, an only child, began his 
education in the public schools of Newburg and afterward attended 
the West Bend high school. He was graduated from the State Normal 
School at Oshkosh in 1911 and won his Bachelor of Arts degree at 
Lawrence College in Appleton in 1914, while ten years later the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin conferred on him the Master of Arts degree. 
His early teaching experience came to him in Washington County 
rural schools, where he remained from 1907 to 1909. He then en- 
tered the Normal School at Oshkosh. In 1911 he became principal 
of the Nekoosa schools and in 1912 entered Lawrence College. Upon 
his graduation from Lawrence College he was called to the position 
of principal of the high school at Menasha, Wisconsin, where he 
continued from 1914 to 1916. He spent the succeeding two years as 
principal of the Lincoln school of Madison and was superintendent 
of the city schools of Menasha from 1918 to 1926. On the expiration 
of that eight year period he became assistant state superintendent 
of public instruction, filling that office from 1926 to 1938, when he 
was elected secretary of the Wisconsin Education Association. He 
is likewise the editor of the Wisconsin Journal of Education. Since 
his coming to Madison in 1926 and under his leadership the Wiscon- 
sin Education Association has grown to about twenty-one thousand 
members and has been a dynamic force in effecting improvement in 
teaching programs and welfare and student eonditions. Mr. Plenzke 
is now the accepted spokesman for Wisconsin teachers before the 
State Legislature. 

Mr. Plenzke belongs to the National HKducation Association and 
is a member of Phi Sigma Sigma and the honorary fraternity of Phi 
Delta Kappa. He has membership in the National Association of 
Secretaries and he gathers much from these societies, whose object 
is the furtherance of public education. As a teacher he readily im- 
parted to others the knowledge that he had acquired and in his pres- 
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ent position he inspires others with much of his own zeal and inter- 
est in educational activities. Fraternally a Mason, he has attained 
the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. 

On the 4th of August, 1915, Mr. Plenzke married Edith Kirch- 
ner, daughter of George and Henrietta Kirchner, of Appleton. She 
is a member of the Eastern Star and of the Congregational church 
and both are intensely interested in all that makes for intellectual 
and cultural uplift. Mr. and Mrs. Plenzke have one daughter, Ruth 
Louise, born April 20, 1918, who became the wife of Charles A. 
Orth Jr., an attorney of Milwaukee, on the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of her parents’ wedding day. They have one daughter, Bonnie Louise, 
born September 11, 1941. Mr. Orth was a member of the Naval 
Reserves and following the outbreak of World War II he was called 
to active duty. He is now serving in Washington, D. C., with the 
rank of lieutenant, senior grade. 


Very REV. MoNSIGNOR WILLIAM V. GROESSEL, rector of St. Fran- 
cis Minor Seminary at St. Francis, Milwaukee County, was born 
in Algoma, Kewaunee County, Wisconsin, May 12, 1901, a son of 
Frank and Anna (Gettinger) Groessel, who were also natives of 
Wisconsin. The father, who was agent for the Rahr Brewing Com- 
pany of Green Bay, died in 1919, while his wife passed away in 1920. 

Monsignor Groessel obtained his early education in St. Mary’s 
school of Algoma and later attended St. Francis Seminary until 
ordained to the priesthood on the 20th of May, 1926. He has since 
taken postgraduate work in Marquette University and in the Cath- 
olie University at Washington, D. C. His first appointment follow- 
ing his ordination was to the position of curate of St. Joseph’s 
Church at Sturgeon Bay, where he remained from 1926 until 1928. 
He was then at St. Patrick’s Church in Green Bay from 1928 until 
1929, when he was assigned to a professorship in Pio Nono College, 
where he continued for an entire decade. In 1939 and 1940 he held 
a professorship in St. Francis Seminary and in the latter year was 
appointed rector of St. Francis Minor Seminary, which is located 
at 3600 Kinnickinnic Avenue in the southern section of Milwaukee. 
On the 2nd of March, 1944, the title of monsignor was conferred 
on him. He is a member of the National Education Association and 
of the National Catholic Education Association and he is a director 
of the Good Samaritan Guild. 

The three units of the school consist of a substantial three-story 
residence building, a stately and attractive classroom building and the 
Esser Memorial Gymnasium, standing in the midst of spacious and 
beautifully landscaped grounds, which present various lovely park- 
like vistas. The history of the school dates back to 1856, when both 
the Minor and Major Departments of St. Francis Seminary were 
founded for the purpose of providing the preparatory course of 
studies required for the priesthood. In September, 1941, the Minor 
Seminary was opened to Catholic boys who desire a Catholic high 
school education, while previously only those expecting to take holy 
orders were admitted. There are, therefore, now the seminary pre- 
paratory and college preparatory departments, the high school de- 
partment offering the straight classical course preparatory to the 
study of philosophy and theology and also the usual academic course, 
qualifying the student for later college or university work, 

The school has two objectives, one having to do with the students 
who are seminarians and the other related to those who have an ob- 
jective other than the priesthood. It is the purpose of the Minor 
Department to prepare the former spiritually, intellectually and 
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physically for the Major Department by giving a systematic training 
in the spiritual life with due regard to the classics, modern lan- 
guages, mathematics, history and literature, together with a helpful 
physical education and knowledge of sports, while for the non-semi- 
narians there is a well prepared program covering all that is meant 
in a comprehensive and thorough college preparatory course, in 
which science and mathematics are evenly balanced with the lan- 
guages, literature and history, each course leading to the develop- 
ment of Christian citizenship in this democratic country. 

Congested conditions in the Seminary led to the establishment 
of the Minor Department in its present quarters, where the high 
school and junior college courses are being given under the direc- 
tion of, Very Rev. Msgr. Groessel. Improvements of a most excel- 
lent nature were made in the buildings, adapting them to their 
present purposes, and these stand in the midst of a twenty-four 
acre campus, where in addition to the fine park there is an excellent 
athletic field and every opportunity to enjoy sports and games. 
There are pleasant, sunny rooms for each class with adequate study 
halls, dormitories and dining rooms and club rooms. There is a 
library of eight thousand volumes, while the students also have 
opportunity to use the great Salzman Library of the Major De- 
partment, containing thirty-five thousand works. Due attention is 
given to athletics and the program in this particular includes foot- 
ball, basketball, baseball, indoor baseball, skating, hockey, track, 
tennis and others, and there are, in addition to the outdoor activities, 
two recreation rooms, one open to all and another reserved for col- 
lege students, where many games and various amusements may 
be enjoyed. The school also encourages forensic and musical activi- 
ties, the speech arts and dramatics being encouraged as a feature 
in the all-around cultural development. 


EpwINn J. BoyLE, a member of the bar practicing at Burlington 
since 1929, was born at Bark River, Michigan, November 19, 1900, 
a son of Joseph H. and Catherine (Cleary) Boyle, both natives of 
Wisconsin, the former born at Sun Prairie, while the latter is a 
native of Florence. Mr. Boyle is a hardware merchant at Bark River, 
Michigan, where he has engaged in business sinee 1894. 

Edwin J. Boyle began his education in the schools of his native 
town, where he completed the work of the eight grades and then 
entered the high school at Escanaba, Michigan, where he was gerad- 
uated with the class of 1918. Having completed his general course 
he then enrolled as a student in Marquette University at Milwaukee 
and won his Bachelor of Laws degree at his graduation in 1926. He 
began practice in Chicago, where he remained for about three years, 
and then came to Burlington on the Ist of January, 1929, since which 
time he has successfully followed his profession in Racine County. 
He realizes the necessity of thoroughly preparing his cases and always 
enters the court room well equipped to defend his position, so that he 
has won many favorable verdicts. 

On the 3d of September, 1927, Mr. Boyle was united in marriage 
with Miss Margaret Christensen, of Viroqua, Wisconsin, a daughter 
of Ole and Christina (Fortney) Christensen. Her father, who was 
born in Oslo, Norway, made his way to Wisconsin after coming to 
the new world and was a telegrapher with the Green Bay & Western 
Railway at Plover, where he died in 1905. His widow, who was born 
in Franklin, Vernon County, Wisconsin, still survives and is now a 
resident of Viroqua. Mr. and Mrs. Boyle have become the parents of 
two children: Edwin Joseph, who was born September 8, 1931, and 
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Dennis R., who was born May 138, 1933. The family resides at 602 
Jefferson Street and the parents attend the Catholic church. 

Politically Mr. Boyle has always been a stanch Democrat and an 
active party worker. He served as city attorney for four years and 
for an equal period he was chairman of the Democratic central com- 
mittee of Racine County. He served as a delegate to the national 
convention in 1940, was also a presidential elector and is now a mem- 
ber of the Democratic State Central Committee. He exerts a widely 
felt influence in political circles, his opinions carrying weight in party 
councils and his interest is based upon a thorough recognition of 
the duties and obligations of citizenship. His activities along other 
lines are shown in his connection with the Knights of Columbus and 
the Kiwanis Club, and he is a member of Delta Theta Phi, a legal 
fraternity. 


JoHN B. CoLEMAN. In the educational field in Wisconsin John B. 
Coleman occupies an outstanding position as director of the Vocational 
and Adult Education School of La Crosse, one of the finest schools of 
its kind in the Northwest. Here he has continued his labors since 1916, 
and under his careful and wise guidance the school has made substan- 
tial progress, as shown by the success of the students who have had 
their training here. 

Mr. Coleman was born at Whitewater, Wisconsin, September 20, 
1889, a son of Joshua L. and Mary (Bleecker) Coleman, the mother a 
native of Pennsylvania, while the father was born in New York State 
and learned and followed the carpenter’s trade. Their son, John B. 
Coleman, the youngest of their seven children, attended the public 
schools of Whitewater and the State Teachers College there, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1909. He received his 
Bachelor of Science degree from the Colorado State Agricultural 
College in 1930 and his Master’s degree from the Colorado State 
College in 1935. He has devoted his entire life to educational activities, 
spending the year 1909-10, following his graduation, as principal of 
the schools at Kiel, Wisconsin, while from 1911 to 1912 he was a 
teacher in an elementary school and teacher of manual training at 
Kenosha, this state. From 1912 to 1914 he taught cabinet-making 
in Kenosha. From 1914 until 1916 he was connected with the Central 
Continuation School at Milwaukee and since that year he has been 
director of the vocational school at La Crosse. 

The La Crosse school is one of the largest and finest in this section 
of the country. The original building was erected in 1923 and an 
addition was made in 1929, at a cost of $50,600. Ten years later a 
second addition was made with P. W. A. labor, at a cost of $382,000. 
There are now thirty-nine class rooms, seven shops, an implement 
shop, a laundry, food laboratory, two clothing laboratories, an eight- 
unit kitchen, a cafeteria, a model four-room and bath apartment, 
a directors’ suite of three rooms, placement office, boys’ and girls’ 
clinic, a gymnasium, a large and beautiful auditorium, three dressing 
rooms and a library. The building is 350 feet long, 150 feet in width 
and three stories in height. In 1941-42 enrollment was 6,511 students, 
while in 1942-43 there were 4,706 in the evening classes and 1,191 
enrolled in the day school. In addition to his work as previously 
mentioned Mr. Coleman taught in the summer school of the Colorado 
State College for fifteen summer sessions; was a teacher at Yale in the 
summers of 1938 and 1939 and at Stout Institute in the summers of 
1941 and 1942. 

At the La Crosse Vocational and Adult School, which represents 
an investment of $814,233.19, seventeen full-time and one part- 
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time teacher are employed, with eighty-five teachers in charge of the 
evening school, where those of adult age may take extension work. 
The school cafeteria serves food to the students at cost. Business firms 
employ most of the graduates of the school, who are well equipped for 
life’s practical and responsible duties. Mr. Coleman is constantly 
studying advanced methods of instruction so as to make the school as 
efficient and helpful as possible, and has shown marked initiative in 
all that he has undertaken. 

Mr. Coleman was married in 19138 to Elsie Stielow, of Milwaukee, 
a daughter of Fred and Ernestine (Von Puttkamer) Stielow, the 
latter a cousin of the wife of Bismarck, the Iron Chancellor of Ger- 
many. Mrs. Coleman is a graduate of the Milwaukee Normal School 
and both of their children were graduated with the valedictorian 
honors of their class. The daughter, Mary Jane, who was born July 
21, 1915, was graduated from the local high school, spent two years 
as a student in Milwaukee-Downer College, and later was graduated 
from the school of speech of Northwestern University. She is now 
the wife of R. H. Samuels and has two children, Richard Snowden and 
Lynn Bleeker Samuels. John §. Coleman, born November 30, 1919, 
was graduated from the La Crosse high school, spent a year and a 
half as a student in Marquette University and won his Bachelor of 
Laws degree at his graduation from the University of Wisconsin in 
1942. He then practiced law in La Crosse until his induction into the 
army. He is now serving with the Marine Corps, stationed in the 
Pacific. He married Dorothy Anne Barnes, of Gary, Indiana, who 
is a graduate of the school of speech of the University of Wisconsin. 
The family has always occupied an enviable position in the social 
circles of La Crosse and has taken a helpful interest in all that has 
made for intellectual and cultural progress here. Mr. Coleman’s frater- 
nities are Pi Gamma Mu, Iota Lambda Sigma and Epsilon Pi Tau. He 
belongs to the Masonic order, in which he has taken the higher degrees 
and is now a Shriner of Tripoli Temple of Milwaukee. He also belongs 
to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and he is one of the 
few who have been made a “friend” of the American Legion. He is a 
director of the County Chamber of Commerce and belongs to the 
Wisconsin Vocational Directors Association. 


Ernest A. MENHALL, a capable business executive of marked 
enterprise, is president, treasurer and general manager of the High- 
way Trailer Company of Edgerton, which industry is a vital force in 
the upbuilding and support of the town in which it is situated. For 


fourteen years he has been actively identified with the business and 


has contributed in most substantial manner to its growth and 


development. 

A native of Illinois, Mr. Menhall was born in Chicago, a son of 
Samuel and Elizabeth (Gilatey) Menhall. The family is of French 
descent but has been represented on this side of the Atlantic for 
many years. Samuel Menhall, who followed merchandising in Beloit, 
Wisconsin, for a considerable period, died in 1918, but the mother is 
living at Beloit. 

After attending the public schools of Beloit, where the family was 
then living, Ernest A. Menhall enrolled as a student in the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1928. He entered Harvard University, which conferred on him the 
Master of Arts degree in 1930, and he next attended Columbia Uni- 
versity in New York, where he gained his Doctor of Philosophy degree 
in 1931. After finishing his course there he spent a year in the 
investment banking business in the East. Returning to Wisconsin 
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in 1933, he joined his brother, J. W. Menhall, a native of Beloit, as a 
member of the Highway Trailer Company. The company was 
organized by his brother, who began the business in a small way, 
employing five or six men in the building of light two-wheel trailers 
for agricultural purposes. From that unimportant beginning, how- 
ever, has been developed the present mammoth organization that now 
employs eight hundred and fifty people in Edgerton and in addition 
to the office force has a traveling force of two hundred, selling to the 
trade in various parts of the country. Today they have branch 
houses in New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Detroit, Chicago, and 
Minneapolis. The home office and factory are still maintained in 
Edgerton, where the brother, J. W. Menhall, erected fine buildings 
that house the enterprise, which is one of the chief productive enter- 
prises of this section of the state. The Company now builds trailers 
for commercial freight hauling, manufacturing the complete product 
in their modernly equipped foundry, machine and assembly plants. 
J. W. Menhall is now in the southern Illinois oil fields, where he has 
extensive holdings of producing wells and is no longer connected with 
the business in Edgerton. The output of the plant is not only sent 
to all parts of this country, but is also exported to South America, 
South Africa and the Netherlands, having had a particularly large 
trade in the Netherlands up to the time of the present World War. 

Naturally an enterprise of this extent and character is of the 
greatest possible worth to the town in which it is located, furnishing 
employment to a large majority of its industrial workers and provid- 
ing a large source of the financial income of the community. During 
the second World War the Company produced very essential trans- 
portation equipment used in maintaining supply and communication 
services. The equipment, made in Edgerton, was used in China, Russia, 
the Burma Road and all over the world. 

Mr. Menhall has never married. He belongs to the Harvard Club, 
the Rotary Club, the Union League Club of Chicago, and to the 
Catholic church, and he is helpfully interested in all that pertains to 
the welfare and benefit of the town, giving his aid to all progressive 
civic measures. 


CLARENCE ADDISON SHALER, whose death occurred December 16, 
1941, was a native of Waupun, Wisconsin, who here found expression 
for his executive and inventive talents and became one of the state’s 
- substantial manufacturers. 

Mr. Shaler was born May 29, 1860, on his father’s farm about 
twelve miles from Waupun, his parents being Ansel and Sally 
(Stewart) Shaler. Ansel Shaler was born in 1812 and died January 
28, 1881. His wife was born April 19, 1830, and in young woman- 
hood became the wife of Benjamin Graham. Leaving the East to 
make their future home in Wisconsin, they traveled to Milwaukee 
and from there continued the journey with ox-team and wagon to 
Dodge County. In the same way they conveyed the lumber that was 
used in building their modest little home on Macford Prairie. Mr. 
Graham died two years later and the young widowed mother carried 
on with almost superhuman strength. She had two small children 
and the nearest neighbor was seven miles away, There were many 
hardships, trials and privations to be endured. At times the winds 
swept across the prairie with such force and velocity that the windows 
of her pioneer home were blown in and on one occasion the entire 
house was lifted from its foundation; but she never let discouragement 
and despair overcome her. She managed to keep a roof over their 
heads and provide food for the family. Sod fences instead of rails 
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kept the livestock from straying away. In time she contracted a 
second marriage, becoming the wife of Ansel Shaler, a young school- 
teacher from Connecticut who had also decided to try his fortune in 
the growing West. He sought a favorable location but looked no 
further after seeing Macford Prairie, exclaiming that next to heaven 
it was the best. He bought land next to Mrs. Graham’s farm and in 
due time they were married. By her first marriage Mrs. Shaler’s two 
children were Henry, born November 24, 1851, and Helen, born May 
30, 1855. Both were well educated, the daughter in music, while the 
son was trained for the business world. The children born of Mrs. 
Shaler’s second marriage were twins: Clarence Addison and Clara, 
but the daughter died when only sixteen years of age. 

Clarence A. Shaler pursued his education in the country schools 
and at an early age began to lay the foundation upon which he reared 
the superstructure of his later success. His inventive ingenuity was 
soon manifest and he brought out numerous gadgets which proved 
of worth in his business. When a company with which he was con- 
nected had a building which they did not know what to do with Mr. 
Shaler suggested its use for the manufacture of umbrellas and in 
1908, in connection with Henry Hartgerink, he opened the first 
umbrella factory in this section of the country, having at first but one 
employe. They operated under the name of the Shaler-Hartgerink 
Company and the business grew and prospered until the manufacture 
of the Shaler vuleanizers became a more important feature of their 
business. A reorganization was effected under the name of the Shaler 
Company, and under the direct management of Mr. Shaler the enter- 
prise was carried on until 1927, when he sold the plant to a Milwaukee 
company. This was followed by the incorporation of the present 
Shaler Company. The business has been steadily developed and 
expanded, its subsidiaries including the National Rivet Company, 
the Mid-State Manufacturing Company, the Milfound Company and 
the Shaler Vulcanizer Company. For many years Mr. Shaler was the 
moving spirit back of the business, and his enterprise, diligence and 
clear business vision constituted the basis of his success, making him 
one of the most prosperous manufacturers of the state. 

In 1895 Mr. Shaler married Miss Blanche Bancroft, who died in 
1921 and was laid to rest in the Waupun cemetery, where stands a 
marvelously beautiful piece of statuary: an angel with an open book, 
done by Lorado Taft. Mr. and Mrs. Shaler had but one child, Marian, 
who was born in 1900 and is the wife of Arthur Hanisch. She is a 
graduate of Vassar College and spent one year as a student in Stan- 
ford University in California. She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa. 
She lives most of the year in California, while her husband divides 
his time between business interests in California and Wisconsin. He 
was graduated from the University of Chicago. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hanisch have two children: Shaler, born April 6, 1927, and Stuart, 
born January 5, 1932. 

After his retirement from active business Mr. Shaler carried out 
a desire he had long cherished, to enter the field of creative art with 
particular interest in sculpture. Although he had never had a lesson 
along this line, he produced some really fine work. His group, The 
Pioneers, cast in bronze, stands in one of the parks of Waupun. 
Another, of a mother deer and fawn, is seen in another park, just at 
the river’s edge. A third, representing an Indian girl, stands in front 
of the City Hall. He also gave James Earle Fraser’s famous statue, 
“The End of the Trail,” to the city of Waupun. Even at eighty Mr. 
Shaler appeared to be a man twenty years younger and found keen 
joy in his California home, creating many beautiful pieces. Waupun 
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has profited by his business enterprise, which promoted the industrial 
growth of the city, and is proud of what he achieved in the field of 
art. Clarence Shaler used his time and talents wisely and well, and 
the world is richer by reason of the ability he displayed as a manu- 
facturer and as a sculptor. 


Rr. Rev. MONSIGNOR EDWARD J. KERSTING, pastor of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church at Burlington, to which he was assigned in 1932, has 
for forty-two years been a representative of the Catholic priesthood 
in Wisconsin. A native son of Milwaukee, he was born November 27, 
1879, his parents having been John and Elizabeth (Meiller) Kersting, 
the latter also born in Milwaukee. The father was born in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, on December 2, 1849. He was brought to Wisconsin 
during his childhood days by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John Kersting, 
who settled in Milwaukee. John Kersting Sr. was a native of Hesse, 
Germany, and came to the United States about 1848, He was a 
cabinetmaker by trade and followed that line of work throughout his 
entire life. He also served as a soldier of the United States Army 
in both the Mexican and Civil wars and was always a most loyal 
citizen of his adopted land. He died in 1903, at the age of seventy-five 
years. His son and namesake, the father of Monsignor Kersting, 
spent the greater part of his life in Wisconsin and there learned 
carpentering and cabinet making. He worked along these lines for 
many years in the employ of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail- 
road Company in this city. He died January 30, 1910, while his wife 
departed this life August 16, 1936, at the advanced age of eighty-two 
years. 

After beginning his education in the Tenth ward school of Mil- 
waukee, Monsignor Kersting continued his studies in St. Boniface 
school, from which he was graduated as a member of the class of 
1892. He was afterward employed for about three years, but during 
that time earnestly considered entering the priesthood and with his 
mind made up to that end he enrolled as a student in St. Francis 
Seminary in 1895, studying there for eight years, during which time 
he completed his philosophical and theological courses. He was grad- 
uated on the 21st of June, 1903, and on the same day was ordained 
to the priesthood. 

Monsignor Kersting then became assistant pastor of St. Lawrence 
Church in Milwaukee, where he remained for eighteen months, and 
was then transferred to St. Vincent’s Church in Oshkosh as assistant 
pastor. In October, 1905, he was assigned to St. Ann’s Church in 
Milwaukee, where he remained as assistant pastor until 1911. He 
then took over his first regular pastorate, in Reeseville, Wisconsin, 
being placed in charge of the Holy Family Church and St. Columb- 
kille’s Church at Elba (Astico P. O.), continuing his labors there 
until 1922. He was then transferred to Cross Plains, Wisconsin, as 
pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church. In 1932 he came to Burlington 
as pastor of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception congregation, 
and has here continued his labors, wisely directing the various 
branches of the church work. On the 15th of March, 1944, he was 
appointed a domestic prelate with the title of monsignor. St. Mary’s 
parish was established in 1844 and has a membership of three hun- 
dred and seventy families. St. Mary high school was erected in 
1925 and has an enrollment of one hundred and eighty-four. 

Monsignor Kersting is a member of the Knights of Columbus. He 
is serving on the board of the Burlington Public Library and he 
belongs to the Red Cross. He enjoys all sports but the work of the 
church and the supervision of the school occupy the greater part of 
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his time and attention, and progress has been made along both lines 
since he took over the work of the parish, which, founded a century 
ago, celebrated its centennial in 1944, publishing at that time a history 
of the church in booklet form. 


Dr. MARTIN SIVERTSON, a physician and surgeon, with offices at 
1836 South Avenue in La Crosse, was born March 16, 1887, in Trond- 
hjem, Norway, a son of Wilhelm and Johanna Sivertson. The father 
was a teacher, and he and his wife spent their entire live in Trond- 
hjem. Their family numbered seven children, of whom the Doctor is 
the youngest. He acquired his preliminary education in the schools of 
his native land and came to the United States in early manhood, after 
which: he enrolled as a student in the University of North Dakota 
and was there graduated in 1917 with the Bachelor of Arts degree. 

Doctor Sivertson received his professional training in Northwest- 
ern University, where he completed the course in 1920 and served his 
interneship in the Lutheran Hospital of La Crosse, after which he 
began private practice here. He has offices in the Gundersen Clinic. 
He belongs to the La Crosse County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. During 
his college days he was a member of the Students Army Training 
Corps. He has membership in the Lutheran church and is interested 
in everything that has to do with the improvement of the community. 

Doctor Sivertson married Ruth Halvorson, a daughter of the Rev. 
Johannes and Bertha (Glesne) Halvorson. Her father was a min- 
ister of the Lutheran church and for a number of years engaged in 
preaching the gospel at Koshkonong, Wisconsin. Mrs. Sivertson is 
a graduate nurse, having completed a course in nursing in the Lu- 
theran Hospital of La Crosse. They have a family numbering one 
son and three daughters ; Sigurd, who was born February 19, 1924, 
attended the Lutheran College, where he was pursuing a pre-medical 
course when he enlisted for military service and is now with the 
armed forces; Astrid, born in 1926, is a student in Central high 
school; Dagny was born in 1928 and is also attending Central high; 
and Ruth, born in 1930, is a junior in Lincoln high school. When the 
Doctor can find a leisure hour he enjoys getting into the open spaces 
and engaging in fishing or taking his place on the links for a game 
of golf. He has never regretted his determination to come to America, 
for here he found the opportunities which he sought and in their 
improvement has advanced steadily toward the goal of success. 


Victor C. TRASTEK is the president of the Northern Wisconsin 
Produce Company, and various other business interests of Wisconsin 
have felt the stimulus of his cooperation, which is based upon a ready 
recognition of opportunity, accompanied by unremitting industry. 
His has been an extremely busy, active life and one that has produced 
substantial and beneficial results. 

Mr. Trastek was born In Manitowoc, August 14, 1886, his parents 
being Joseph and Catherine (Korinek) Trastek, the latter a native of 
Manitowoc County. The father was born in Bohemia and with his 
father, also named Joseph, he came to this country, the family home 
being established in Manitowoc, where representatives of the name 
have since remained, taking an active part in the upbuilding of the 
city along various lines. Victor C. Trastek, the youngest of the three 
children born to his parents, attended the public schools, including 
high school, after which he secured his first job with a company 
engaged in buying and selling wool. Later he was connected with a 
butter and egg business. He was eager and ambitious to engage in 
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business on his own account and carefully saved his earnings until 
his industry and economy provided him with sufficient capital to 
enable him to join with Gustav Linderman and Stanley Eekels in 
organizing the Northern Wisconsin Produce Company and in estab- 
lishing the present business. They started at Sixth and Quay streets, 
employing twenty people, and soon they were well known as egg 
packers, wholesale dealers in cheese, butter, dairy supplies and farm 
produce. Later they began processing quick frozen fruits and 
vegetables, the last mentioned line being added after their removal to 
their present building in 1925. The building is a block long, three 
stories in height and is thoroughly supplied with the most modern 
equipment for caring for the lines which they handle. The most 
sanitary conditions prevail and the business is thoroughly systema- 
tized, so that the best results are secured through a minimum expendi- 
ture of time, labor and material—which is the basis of all business 
success. Something of the growth of their trade is indicated in the 
fact that they now employ one hundred people. The business is 
capitalized for $100,000 and the officers are: Victor C. Trastek, presi- 
dent since March, 1941; David Eckles, son of ‘Stanley Eckles, 
deceased, secretary; and O. E. Linderman, nephew of Gustav Linder- 
man, deceased, treasurer. 

The Manitowoc Refrigerating Company was organized later by 
the same men and it was also incorporated and capitalized for 
$100,000, and is housed in the same building as the Northern Wis- 
consin Produce Company. This company has a general cold storage 
plant, including meat lockers, with a cooler space of 800,000 cubic 
feet and freezing space of 25,000 cubic feet. The plant also contains 
the finest cold air fur storage north of Chicago, and the Refrigerating 
Company, like the other business, is proving one of the growing and 
profitable enterprises of the city. 

Mr. Trastek is also interested in the Metal Ware Company of Two 
Rivers. He owns considerable agricultural land and has a fox farm. 
Whatever he undertakes he carries forward to successful completion 
and is recognized as a man of sound judgment and keen discrimina- 
tion in business affairs, while his unfaltering energy has been the 
basis of his steady advancement. He is a member of the Mercantile 
Exchange of Chicago and fraternally is connected with the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

Mr. Trastek married Etta Gerbinsky, of Two Rivers, Wisconsin, 
in September, 1911. She is a daughter of Fred and Anna (Thuss) 
Gerbinsky. Her father, who was born in Germany, is now deceased, 
but her mother, a native of Wisconsin, is still living, as is Mr. 
Trastek’s mother. Mrs. Etta Trastek is a member of the Women’s 
Federated Club of Manitowoc and of the Klks Auxiliary and she 
belongs to the First Presbyterian Church. Mr. and Mrs. Trastek 
have a family of four children as follows: Victor Jr., who was born 
July 5, 1914, is a graduate of the Manitowoc high school, of the 
Wentworth Military Academy and of Northwestern University. He 
is now a lieutenant, junior grade, in the Naval Reserves and is on 
duty in London. Loris was born May 15, 1916; Madeline was born 
October 7, 1917; and June was born June 21, 1919. 


SIMON MICHAEL REINARDY. Pharmacy in Racine County finds 
one of its prominent and worthy representatives in Simon M. Reinardy 
of Burlington, who has there engaged in business for sixty years, al- 
ways maintaining the highest standards of activity in that commercial 
line. At the same time he has been closely associated with financial 
interests, in that he has been a director of the Bank of Burlington 
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for more than a quarter of a century and the vice president of the 
institution for fifteen years. In matters of citizenship he has also 
been accorded leadership, So that his name is inseparably interwoven 
with the annals of his adopted city. 

A native of Chicago, Hlinois, Mr. Reinardy was born November 
18, 1868, his parents being Peter and Margaret (Bohr) Reinardy, the 
former a native of France and the latter of Germany. They came to 
America during their childhood days with their respective parents, 
the grandfather in the paternal line having previously been a school 
teacher in France. The grandfather of S. M. Reinardy on the maternal 
side on coming to the United States settled first in Kenosha, Wisconsin, 
then called Southport, and purchased land near Brighton, continuing 
the cultivation and further improvement of his land for many years 
or until he retired from business life and thereafter made his home 
in Kenosha, where he passed away. 

Peter Reinardy was reared and educated in this state and early 
learned the trade of house painting and decorating, which he after- 
ward followed in Chicago save for the period of his service in the 
Civil War. He enlisted in Chicago and was on duty with an Illinois 
regiment during the struggle to preserve the Union, and when that 
was successfully achieved he resumed his chosen line of work in the 
Illinois metropolis. He died in 1934, while his wife survived only 
until 1935. 

In the schools of Chicago S. M. Reinardy pursued his education to 
the age of fifteen years, when he came to Burlington and went to 
work in a drug store, where he was employed for five years. He then 
entered the Illinois College of Pharmacy, where he completed his 
course of study. In 1890 he passed the required state board examina- 
tion and returned to Burlington, where he purchased an interest in 
the store of George C. Dennison and on the dissolution of that part- 
nership in 1900 he continued in business independently. His patronage 
has steadily grown with the passing years, his success being attribut- 
able to the neat and tasteful arrangement of his store, his compre- 
hensive line of drugs and druggists sundries ‘and his thoroughly 
reliable business methods. He has ever recognized that “satisfied cus- 
tomers are the best advertisement,” and he has always had the full 
trust and confidence of the physicians of the city as well as of the gen- 
eral public. He is always obliging, and in every way endeavors to meet 
the wishes of his patrons and his enterprise has long since gained 
him place among Burlington’s leading merchants: In banking circles 
here his name is almost equally well known, for through twenty-six 
years he has been a representative of the directorate of the Bank of 
Burlington and in 1929 he was elected vice president, in which official 
capacity he still serves. 

In May, 1892, Mr. Reinardy married Miss Ella Reuschlein, a 
daughter of Frank and Magdaline (Wagner) Reuschlein, both of 
whom were born in Germany and became pioneer residents of Bur- 
lington, where they arrived about 1848, the father becoming a general 
merchant here. Mr. Reinardy and his first wife had a family of three 
sons and a daughter. The eldest, Francis, born September 30, 1893, 
was in France during the first World War, remaining in military 
service for two years, and for the past twenty-five years he has been 
engaged in the drug business with his father. Dr. Charles J. Reinardy, 
the second son, born March 9, 1895, has been engaged in the practice 
of dentistry in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, for a period of twenty-three 
years. Eleanor, who was born May 10, 1897, is the wife of L. C. 
Coughlin, who was formerly a Ford dealer in Burlington, and Robert 
S., who was born October 4, 1900, is practicing dentistry in Evanston, 
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lllinois. Mrs. Ella Reinardy died October 8, 1900, and in 1902 Mr. 
Reinardy married Emily C. Reuschlein, a sister of his first wife, and 
they have two children, of whom Dr. Arthur L. Reinardy, born in 
1913, is a physician and surgeon who was practicing at Stevens Point 
and at Union Grove but is now a captain in the army, now stationed 
at New Britain Island. Dr. Everett W. Reinardy, born in 1914, was 
connected with the Janesville (Wis.) Hospital as house physician and 
later went to Evanston, Illinois, as assistant pathologist in St. Francis 
Hospital, but is now serving with the rank of major in the army, on 
duty in North Africa. 

Mr. Reinardy is a member of St. Charles Catholic Church and was 
formerly identified with the Knights of Columbus. In young manhood 
his hobby was photography, but his chief recreation at the present 
time is fishing. All through the years he has recognized not only the 
opportunities but also the duties and obligations of citizenship and 
has rendered important and valuable service to his community in 
many ways. For some years he served on the village board and after 
the incorporation of Burlington as a city he was elected to the city 
council. He was likewise a member of the county board of super- 
visors for two years and for thirty-three years he filled the responsible 
position of poor agent for the west half of Racine County, continuing 
in the office until it was abolished. He was a member of the board 
of trustees of Sunnyrest Sanitarium for twenty-nine years and acted 
as chairman of the board for all but one year of that period, doing 
effective work for the benefit of that institution for the care of 
tubercular patients. He was one of the first members of the fire and 
police commission, being continued in that office for twenty years, 
and he has served for thirty-three years as a member of the Burlington 
school board, of which he is now the president. His public service 
has been comprehensive in scope and character and the community 
has benefited greatly by his civic spirit. He is a member of the Rotary 
Club and politically is Independent. 


St. MaAry’s CATHOLIC CHURCH. Ninety-one years have passed 
since the Catholic population of La Crosse gathered for worship in a 
service that constituted the real beginning of the church in this city, 
for, anxious that a place might be provided in which meetings could 
regularly be held, they set to work with that end in view and within 
a month five hundred dollars had been subscribed and the northeast 
corner of the public square was obtained as a future building site. 
Gifts of building materials were made by lumber dealers of the town 
and an acre of land was donated. The zealous promoters of the project 
never wavered, although progress was slow at first and in January, 
1854, all French Catholics of this area were solicited to unite, with 
the end that a Catholic church might be built. This movement resulted 
in the completion of the church on August 24, 1856, and from that 
time the work was steadily carried forward, a large addition to the 
church being made in 1857, in which year the steeple was also built. 

La Crosse had not yet been incorporated when a French missioner, 
the Rev. William Tappert, was assigned to St. Mary’s, becoming the 
first resident pastor, although previously the Rev. Lucian Galtier, 
also a French missioner, had visited La Crosse from time to time and 
ministered to the twenty-five Catholic families living in the district. 
Rev. Tappert first held services in private homes and later in the old 
courthouse, and August, 1856, saw the completion of a frame house 
of worship, sixty by thirty-five feet, at the northeast corner of Seventh 
and Cameron streets, now known as the original St. Mary’s Church. 
In the same year attention was given to the educational development 
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of the Catholic children, a school being opened in a building not 
far from the church, with Sisters of Notre Dame as the teachers. 

In 1863 the church attendance had increased so greatly that it 
was decided to divide the congregation and the church of St. Joseph’s 
was established, to be attended by the German and Polish, while the 
French and English remained as communicants of St. Mary’s. Rev- 
erend Tappert after continuing his labors here for a number of years 
was succeeded by the Rev. F. X. Etschman, and in 1863 the Rev. 
Charles Schrandenbach took over the work, continuing until 1868, 
when the Rt. Rev. Michael Heiss, the first bishop of La Crosse, took 
up his residence here and had charge of St. Mary’s from 1868 until 
1869. He was followed by the Reverend Kampschrorer, who continued 
as pastor until the ordination of the Rev. James Schwebach, who 
became pastor in 1870. In the meantime the church was developing 
numerically and in a material as well as spiritual way. Following 
the purchase of three lots in 1872 the building of the second school- 
house, a, brick and stone structure, was begun and was ready for 
occupancy on the Ist of September of that year. It was then felt that 
the parish should have a new church commensurate with the growth 
of the parish and work was begun on the structure in the early spring 
of 1874 and it was dedicated with impressive ceremonies in October 
1875. It is of Romanesque style of architecture, forty-five by one 
hundred and fifteen feet, and was completed at a cost of sixteen 
thousand dollars. 

In 1886, when the parish was divided for the second time, forming 
St. James and taking all the French speaking Catholics, St. Mary’s 
was left as a congregation of one hundred families, but the work 
continued with uninterrupted vigor and in 1888 there was built a 
large and fine brick and stone priest’s residence at a cost of six thou- 
sand dollars. The church from that time forward has been one of the 
strongest and most influential of the Catholic churches of this diocese, 
and by 1892, when the Rev. Schwebach was succeeded by the Rev. 
White, there were eight hundred members. 

The present pastor, the Rt. Rev. Robert B. Condon, was assigned 
to St. Mary’s as the successor of Reverend White and has since 
continued in charge, covering a period of thirty years. He was born 
in Chicago and in preparation for the priesthood pursued his classical 
and philosophical studies at Canisius College in Buffalo, New York, 
while later he went to Rome, Italy, and entered the Gregorian 
University, but in. the meantime had studied also at St. Thomas 
Seminary at Merriam Park in Minnesota, and as St. John’s University, 
Collegeville, Minnesota. 

Having taken holy orders, the Rt. Rev. Condon was assigned as 
an assistant pastor at Prairie du Chien, later served at Soldiers 
Grove, Crawford County, and afterward at Reedsburg, Wisconsin, 
whence he was transferred to St. Mary’s and has since been the 
helpful pastor of this parish. The present school was built during 
the pastorate of the Rt. Rey. Condon. 


Epwarp Bonk. ‘The upbuilding and prosperity of every com-. 
munity depends largely upon its commercial and industrial enter- — 
prises, and one of the most important of these in Chilton is operated 
under the name of the Chilton Canning Company, of which Edward 
Bonk is the treasurer and manager. He has been associated with 
the business for thirty years and has contributed in large measure 
to its success. 

Mr. Bonk was born in Manitowoc County, Wisconsin, February 
2, 1881, a son of Xavier and Anna (Schultz) Bonk, both of whom 
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were born in Germany, where the father learned the tailoring trade, 
which he followed while remaining in his native land. After coming 
to the United States he settled near the town of Newton in Manitowoc 
County and there took up the occupation of farming, which claimed 
his attention throughout his remaining days. He also took an active 
interest in community affairs and served as the town treasurer for 
a number of years. 

Edward Bonk was the second in a family of six children born to 
his parents and was reared on the home farm, early becoming 
familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the 
crops. He continued to assist in the farm work until he reached the 
age of twenty years, when he left home and became a steam engineer 
in the employ of the Chicago & Western Railroad Company. Later 
he went to Platteville, Wisconsin, where he became the superintendent 
of the Clare Pickett Mining Company, and also had charge of their 
steam plant for five years. He next joined the Chilton Canning 
Company,.with which he has been connected since 1914. The company 
was organized by a group of local men in 1906, August Paulson 
becoming the president, with William Schaefer as vice president and 
William F. Pinow as secretary-treasurer. The company began can- 
ning peas at its present location, employing seventy-five people in the 
beginning. The present official personnel of the company includes 
William N. Knauf as president; T. Steidl as vice president and 
Edward Bonk as treasurer and manager. The steady increase of 
the business las resulted in the employment of one hundred and 
seventy-five people at the present time and in addition to peas the 
company engages in packing lima beans. They contract for the 
product of many hundreds of acres from nearby farms. Their area 
of purchase covers ten miles and their canning plant and grounds 
cover two acres. The equipment of the canning factory is thoroughly 
modern and the most scientific and sanitary methods prevail in 
carrying on the business. 

Mr. Bonk is a member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church of Chilton 
and belongs to the Knights of Columbus, the Catholic Knights of 
Wisconsin, the Kiwanis Club and the Germania Verein. He has 
always been interested in the public welfare and the advancement of 
community interests and for six years he served as mayor of Chilton, 
giving to the city a businesslike administration that greatly promoted 
the upbuilding of the city through economic management and the 
wise direction of public activities. He was also chairman of the 
county board for nine years and at all times his support of a measure 
has resulted from.a careful consideration of the possible outcome. 

In 1909 Mr. Bonk married Miss Hulda Paulson, of Chilton, a 
daughter of Herman and Sophie (Bork) Paulson, and two children 
were born of this marriage, Armella and Donald EK. The daughter, 
born in 1910, attended the Chilton high school and is a graduate of 
the University of Wisconsin. For six years she engaged in teaching 
school prior to her marriage to Charles Woodward, and with their 
two daughters they now reside in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The 
son, Donald E. Bonk, born in September, 1918, completed his high 
school studies in Chilton, later attended Notre Dame University and 
the University of Wisconsin, and in the latter won his Bachelor of 
Laws degree as a member of the class of 1937. He is now a prom- 
inent attorney of Chilton, where he is practicing as a partner of 
Helmuth E. Arps, his wife’s uncle. For two terms he served as 
district attorney and he now has an excellent private practice. He 
belongs to the Calumet County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association, is a communicant 
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of St. Mary’s Catholic Church and a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. He married Eleanor Arps, a daughter of Bruno Arps, 
and they occupy an enviable social position in Chilton, where they 
have always resided. 


HENRY F. JOHNSON passed from this life March 6, 1941, and thus 
was terminated a record of great usefulness, for he had long ranked 
as one of the leading agriculturists of Racine County and one of its 
representative citizens who by reason of his capability and his sterling 
character worth was again and again called to public office, the duties 
of which he discharged with marked promptness and fidelity. He not 
only served in local positions but was also sent to the State Legisla- 
ture, where he did acceptable work as one of Wisconsin’s lawmakers. 

Mr. Johnson was the owner of a fine farm on section 12, Norway 
township, Racine County, and it was upon that farm that he was born 
March 5, 1860, his parents having been Ole and Julia (Beckjord) 
Landsverk,* who were natives of Norway. The father, who was born 
in February, 1808, was thirty years of age when he came to the 
United States, first settling in Chicago, where he worked for some 
time, and it was in that city that he married Julia Beckjord. On 
leaving Chicago in 1842 he came to Racine and was employed at harbor 
work for a while. In the year of his arrival he also took up eighty 
acres of Government land in Norway township, on which not a furrow 
had been turned or an improvement made, but as the years passed he 
became a very successful agriculturist. While he possessed very little 
in the shape of worldly goods when he removed to Racine County he 
carefully saved his earnings and his industry and economy enabled 
him to add to his land holdings and he was able to give a farm to each 
of his four sons. He held membership in the Lutheran church, in 
the work of which he took an active part, and in politics he was a 
stanch supporter of the Republican party. He died in July, 1902, 
having long survived his wife, whose death occurred April 15, 1881. 
They were the parents of eleven children. 

To this family belonged Henry F. Johnson, who obtained his 
education in the public schools of Racine County and who early became 
familiar with the best methods of tilling the soil and handling the 
crops. At his father’s death he inherited a share of the old homestead 
and later he purchased his sister’s share, to which he further added 
until he owned two hundred and sixty acres of very arable land. He 
largely devoted his attention to his farming interests, which he carried 
on along most progressive lines, yet he also found time for other 
activities. For some years he was the president of the Wind Lake 
Telephone Company, filling that office at the time of his demise, and 
he was also a member of the board of directors of the Norway-Dover 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company and of the Heg Memorial Commis- 
sion. 

As a town, county and state official Mr. Johnson contributed much 
to the substantial upbuilding and progress of community and com- 
monwealth. He was an earnest and loyal Republican and exerted 
a widely felt influence in party ranks. For twelve years he was a 
member of the county board of supervisors of Racine County and 
served as trustee of the Racine County Asylum for approximately 
thirty years. He closely studied the opportunities for the advance- 
ment of the public welfare and lent his aid and support to all measures 
which he believed would prove of general good. On the 5th of July, 
1885, he was elected school treasurer and many reelections continued 
him in the office for an extended period. He was a delegate to many 
county conventions of his party and was a delegate to the state con- 


* After coming to America the family name was changed to Johnson. 
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vention which first nominated Governor La Follette. In 1918 he was 
elected a member of the General Assembly and endorsement of his 
legislative service came in his reelection in 1920, at which time he 
received three times the vote accorded his Democratic opponent. No 
one questioned his political integrity and he never faltered in his 
support of a measure that he deemed to be just and right. 

On the 5th of October, 1887, Mr. Johnson married Caroline A. 
Nelson, a daughter of Nels H. and Betsy (Sanderson) Nelson, who 
were natives of Norway and became early settlers of Raymond town- 
ship, Racine County, Wisconsin, where Mr. Nelson had large land 
holdings, owning one hundred and fifty-six acres in his home place, 
another tract of seventy-three acres and a third of sixty acres in 
Norway township. He placed his fields under a high state of cultiva- 
tion and continued to successfully operate his farm to the time of his 
death, which occurred February 2, 1899, when he was sixty-four years 
of age, while his wife died January 16, 1920, at the age of seventy-nine 
years. . 

Mr. and Mrs. Johnson became parents of four sons: Orville N., 
who is operating the old home farm; Benjamin J., a machinist who 
is with the Racine Tool & Machine Company; Nelson H., who is an 
attorney of Waterford, Wisconsin; and Clarence H., a minister of 
the gospel, who is now serving with the rank of captain as a chaplain 
in the United States Army, being on duty in the Southwest Pacific. 
Mrs. Johnson died at the age of seventy years on April 9, 1980. She 
was a very active and devoted church worker and interested in the 
development of community interests. 

Mr. Johnson was a loyal member of the North Cape Lutheran 
Church who regularly attended its services, and he also belonged to 
the Knights of Pythias lodge. When death called him the General 
Assembly passed a joint resolution “as an expression of the high 
regard with which this Legislature looks upon the character, ideals 
and public service of the deceased,” saying “In his rise from lowly 
obscurity to public prominence Mr. Johnson’s career stands as a 
glowing monument exemplifying a truly democratic government in 
a great land of potential opportunity, for the lowly as well as the 
mighty, to rise to prominence and win the esteem of their fellowmen 
by steadfast and honest effort and unswerving constancy to sound 
principles.” 

Mr. Johnson died on March 6, 1941, at the age of eighty-one years. 


NELSON H. JOHNSON, a Wisconsin attorney practicing in Water- 
ford since July, 1941, was born in the township of Norway, Racine 
County, June 18, 1899, his birthplace being the old Johnson homestead 
on which his grandfather had settled many years before. His parents 
were Henry F. and Caroline A. (Nelson) Johnson, whose life story 
is given at length elsewhere in this work, the father having been a 
prominent agriculturist and citizen who twice represented his district 
in the state legislature. 

In the rural schools of Norway and of Raymond townships Nelson 
H. Johnson pursued his preliminary studies and then attended the 
Waterford high school, from which he was graduated on the 7th of 
June, 1917. He afterward served in the Students Army Training 
Corps while attending Ripon College and he was there graduated cum 
laude with the class of 1922, at which time the Bachelor of Arts 
degree was conferred on him. During the following scholastic year, 
1922-23, he was a high school teacher in Shawano, Wisconsin, and 
from 1923 until 1926 he was teacher of chemistry and physics in the 
high school of Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin. While thus engaged in 
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teaching he devoted the summer months to study in the University of 
Wisconsin and the University of Iowa and in 1926 he enrolled for 
graduate work in the former, being a fellow in the physics department. 
He received his Master’s degree in 1928 and from that time until 1929 
he was research engineer with the Western Electric Company of 
Chicago. In August, 1929, however, he returned to the old home farm 
of the family and there remained until 1934, when he entered the law 
school of the University of Wisconsin, from which he received his 
LL.B. degree on February 10, 1938. On the 16th of the following 
month he was admitted to the Wisconsin bar and began practicing 
with an office on the old home farm but, in July, 1941, opened an 
office in Waterford, where he has since practiced, his clientage 
steadily increasing as he demonstrated his ability to capably handle 
intricate and involved legal problems. He is now the general counsel 
as well as a director of the Aber Engineering Works of Waterford 
and he is the president of the Wind Lake Telephone Company, in 
which connection he shows sound business judgment and enterprise. 
He and his brothers own the old Johnson homestead of two hundred 
and sixty acres and are operating it on a profitable basis. 

On the 23d of November, 1940, Mr. Johnson was united in marriage 
to Ruth O. Erickson, a daughter of Wdward and Louise (Hendrickson) 
Erickson, the former born in Milwaukee, while his wife was born in 
Norway township, Racine County. Mr. Erickson is a retired mer- 
chant, having owned and conducted a clothing store in Milwaukee for 
many years but in 1915 he put aside business cares and is now residing 
at Waubessee Lake in Racine County in the enjoyment of a rest which 
he has truly earned and merits. Mrs. Johnson was born in Milwaukee, 
September 23, 1905, and by her marriage she has become the mother 
of one child, Karen Louise, who was born September 26, 1942. 

Mr. Johnson is a member of the school board of Waterford, having 
supervision over the joint Union Free high school. He and his wife 
are active in church work, having membership in the North Cape 
Lutheran Church, in which he has served as Sunday school superin- 
tendent and has been treasurer of the Cemetery Association for the 
past eleven years. He likewise belongs to the American Legion and he 
is the secretary and one of the directors of the Waterford Civic Club. 
While a student at Ripon College he was president of his fraternity, 
Phi Kappa Pi, and he became a member of Gamma Eta Gamma, a legal 
fraternity, serving as its chancellor during the last year in which he 
was pursuing his law studies. He also has membership in the Nor- 
wegian-American Historical Association and his hobbies are coin 
collecting and Indian relics. Along strictly professional lines he has 
membership in the Racine County Bar Association, the Wisconsin 
State Bar Association and the American Bar Association, and he has 
always conformed his practice to the highest ethical standards of the 
profession. Politically he has always been a Republican. His varied 
membership relations indicate the nature and breadth of his interests 
and activities and he is at all times an earnest supporter of those 
movements which tend to promote the civic, intellectual and moral 
progress of his community. 


Dr. Ricarpo L. ALVAREZ, one of the owners of the Galesville 
Clinic of Galesville, Trempealeau County, was born in the Philippine 
Islands, December 15, 1896, a son of Ricardo and Asuncion (Lanuza) 
Alvarez. The parents were both born in Spain. The father was a 
Spanish government official during the Spanish regime in the Philip- 
pines and he died in Manila in 1902. The mother died in 1901. Doctor 
Alvarez’ sister, Asuncion Alvarez, married Dr. Vicente Tobias, who 
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died in 1940 in Manila. Mrs. Tobias operates a large cocoanut planta- 
tion which was ruined by the Japanese during their occupation of the 
islands. She resides at Santa Cruz, Laguna, with her three children: 
Pina, aged twenty-two years, Mario, aged twenty, and Caridad, aged 
seventeen years. Mario fought with the guerrilla forces in the Phil- 
ippines. . 

Doctor Alvarez acquired his early education in the Philippines and 
in 1916 he came to the United States, soon afterward entering the 
University of Chicago for pre-medical work. Later he enrolled as a 
student in Marquette University of Milwaukee, where he completed 
his course, received his B.S. degree with the class of 1924, and was 
awarded his M.D. degree from the same institution as a member of the 
class of 1925. For a year thereafter he served as interne in St. 
Francis Hospital of Peoria, Illinois, and left there to become resident 
physician in St. Mary’s Hospital in Madison, Wisconsin, where he 
continued for a year, after which he entered upon private practice in 
the capital city. 

After a year Doctor Alvarez came to Galesville, in 1927, and de- 
voted two years to private practice, at the end of which time he formed 
a partnership with Dr. H. A. Jegi and established the Galesville Clinic 
and Hospital, which they have since owned and conducted. It is meet- 
ing a need of the community for medical and surgical service and its 
patronage is steadily increasing. Doctor Alvarez is most careful and 
painstaking in diagnosis and he keeps abreast of modern professional 
thought and procedure through his membership in the Tri-County 
Medical Society (‘Trempealeau, Jackson and buffalo counties), of 
which he has served as secretary for the past six years; the Wiscon- 
sin State Medical Society and the American Medical Association. He 
is a member of the staff of La Crosse Hospital, of the visiting staff 
of St. Francis Hospital at La Crosse, and of the staff of the Winona 
(Minnesota) Memorial General Hospital. 

The Doctor married Hazel Wanless, of Sparta, Wisconsin, who 
is a graduate nurse, having completed the course at St. Francis Hos- 
pital in La Crosse in 1930. They are the parents of five children: 
Ricardo, born February 29, 1932; Ramona, born December 28, 19338; 
Anita, born September 18, 1936; Carlos, born October 19, 1939, and 
Mario, born March 7, 1944. The parents are members of St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church and the Doctor also belongs to the Elks Club. His 
record has been one of steady advancement since he came to the 
United States, and a laudable ambition to render valuable professional 
service to his felowmen is evidenced in his efforts constantly to 
broaden his knowledge and practice in accordance with the most 
progressive methods. In 1928 Doctor Alvarez made a trip around 
the world, starting from New York and returning by way of Seattle, 
Washington. He was absent a year, remaining for six months of 
that time in Vienna, pursuing post-graduate work in surgery. 


Epwarp H. Mevis. There is no more civic minded citizen nor enter- 
prising business man of Green Lake County than Edward Mevis, the 
founder, cashier and manager of the Farmers & Merchants National 
Bank of Princeton. Born in Marion, Wisconsin, May 17, 1902, he is 
a son of August and Ernestine (Schmidt) Mevis and is of German 
descent. His grandfather, August Mevis, and his wife were both 
natives of Germany, where they spent their entire lives, but their 
son August decided to leave that country when seventeen years of 
age and try his fortune in America. With resolute spirit and firm 
purpose, but with little capital, he came to the new world and devoted 
the most of his life to farming in Waupaca County. He passed away 
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on December 30, 1944, at the age of eighty-seven years. His wife 
died in 1941. She was the daughter of August Schmidt, who also 
was born in Germany, whence he came with his family to this country, 
settling in Jefferson County, Wisconsin, where he followed the milling 
business in connection with his farming operations. 

In the family of August and Ernestine (Schmidt) Mevis were 
seven children, of whom Edward H. Mevis is the youngest. He 
attended the public schools at Marion, Wisconsin, and after finishing 
the high school course studied for a time in the Appleton Business 
College and also took Correspondence courses through the American 
Institute. He started out in the business world in the line of business 
that has always engaged his attention, entering the employ of the 
First State Bank at Marion, which was later consolidated with the 
First National Bank. He remained with that institution from 1920 
until 1931 and then came to Princeton, where he has since lived. 
Here in 1933 he organized the Farmers & Merchants National Bank. 
He worked hard to effect its organization, selling the stock and 
perfecting the plans and taking over the building which had been 
erected for the First National Bank in 1910, the latter bank having 
gone out of business in 1938. 

The Farmers & Merchants Bank has steadily grown and expanded 
and is now capitalized for $65,000, while its surplus amounts to 
$50,000 and its undivided profits to $51,000. Employment is given 
to five people and there are twenty-one hundred depositors, coming 
from all over this part of the county. Meeting a need for financial 
exchange in this section, the bank has steadily progressed and its 
high standing is the incontrovertible proof of his ability, of his 
thorough understanding of the principles of banking and of his 
efficiency in management. 

In 1925 Mr. Mevis married Miss Lillian M. Moericke, of Marion, 
a daughter of John W. and Anna Moericke. She is a graduate of the 
Waupaca County Normal and was a teacher before her marriage. 
Mr. and Mrs. Mevis have two children: Lee John, who was born June 
23, 1926, and Reid, who was born September 2, 1930, and is now in 
high school. The family attends the Evangelical church of which 
Mr. Mevis has long been a faithful and helpful member and untiring 
worker. He igs now serving as president of its board of stewards 
and is also superintendent of the Sunday school. He was one of the 
organizers of the Rotary Club, of which he is a past president, and he 
is finance chairman of the Twin Lakes Boy Scout organization, while 
of the Service Club he is a past president. He is now the chairman of 
the Green Lake War finance committee, is chairman of the Credit 
Council, Wisconsin Bankers Association, and no matter how busy he 
is he can always find time to aid in projects and movements for the 
public good. He has contributed much to the progress and develop- 
ment of his section of the state and his cooperation is considered a 
valuable asset in the successful conduct of any movement because he 
is a man of clear insight and sound judgment. His bank is a member 
of the American and Wisconsin Bankers association, and he has been 
an instructor in classes of the American Institute of Banking, which 
is conclusive proof of his standing in financial circles, 


EARNEST F. ABER is the president and general manager of the 
Aber Engineering Works, Inc., of Waterford, where he established 
the business in 1941. The intervening years have constituted a period 
of steady development and today the trade is one of gratifying pro- 
portions. Mr. Aber was born in Racine, Wisconsin, February 4, 
1888, and is a son of Frank and Margaret (Kaalberg) Aber, who also 
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were natives of Racine. The father early learned the molder’s trade, 
which he continued to follow in Racine throughout his entire business 
life. He passed away February 24, 1940, at the age of seventy-four 
years, while his wife survived only until the following year, for her 
death occurred April 20, 1941, when she was seventy-six years of age. 
There were five children: Earl, a sketch of whom appears elsewhere, 
Earnest F., Grace, Charles and Lee. 

EFarnest F. Aber attended the public schools of Racine until he 
reached the age of thirteen, being enrolled in the R. P. Howell school, 
and he then began learning the machinist’s trade, first in the shop 
of the Racine Engineering Works. Later he was employed at the 
Bebe Bicycle Works, which afterward became the Mitchell Motor Car 
Company. He was also with the J. I. Case Company and the Massey- 
Harris Company, and in these different connections he gained wide 
and valuable experience and acquired broad experience concerning 
machinist’s work. When he started to learn his trade he received 
only three cents per hour or a dollar and eighty cents per week, but 
as he developed skill and ability along that line his wages were 
icreased from time to time and in 1916 he opened a machine shop 
of his own in Racine. 

Expecting to go into the army during the first World War, he sold 
his business, but he was deferred and therefore returned to the 
business world, becoming a master mechanic with the Modine Manu- 
facturing Company, with which he remained for six years or until 
October, 1924, when he again established business on his own account 
in the manufacture of tools, dies and special machinery, thus con- 
tinuing until 1941. In the meantime he had invented a curved tooth 
milling cutter, curved tooth gears and cherrying attachments, and 
on the 14th of January, 1941, he came to Waterford and opened a 
factory for the manufacture of his inventions, all of which are used 
m connection with the war efforts, so that the factory is now used 
one hundred per cent for war work. Today he employs forty people, 
the business having been steadily developed. . He produces a high 
speed cutter that operates at high speeds and has a chatterless flowing 
cutting action. His output includes Woodruff keyway cutters, stagger 
tooth side milling cutters, plain milling cutters and overlapping 
keylocking side milling cutters. His cutters have various new features 
of marked value, maintaining the required width and have a longer 
life than most machinery of the kind. Speed and superior workman- 
ship are elements in his output, and his inventions have gone beyond 
other products of the kind in performance, accuracy and time saving, 
while there is every indication that the business will grow in volume 
and importance as time passes. Recently Mr. Aber has invented a 
method of manufacturing curved tooth gears, his being the only 
company in the whole world that produces this line. His sales are 
made through manufacturers’ representatives as well as through direct 
dealing with patrons, and his trade now covers the entire United States 
and many foreign countries as well. During World War II he has 
sent twenty thousand cutters to England alone and-he also services 
between five and six hundred factories, which include some of the 
largest and some of the smallest factories of the country. His inven- 
tive genius has been steadily developed, and his study of the great 
scientific principles that underlie his work has enabled him to proceed 
step by step until his work is notable in the mechanical field. 

Mr. Aber belongs to one of the oldest families of Racine County, 
for more than a century has passed since his grandfather, Smith M. 
Aber, came to Racine in 1843, when the town contained only two 
houses. He was a carpenter by trade and was associated with the 
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early improvement of what is now one of the leading manufacturing 
centers of Wisconsin. Earnest Aber resides at the corner of River 
and Racine streets in Waterford. He was married August 28, 1909, 
to Edna Kershaw, a daughter of Fred and Florence (Clemmons) 
Kershaw, the latter a native of Canton, Ohio. The father was born 
in England and came to the United States when but two or three years 
of age, his parents locating with their family in Canton, Ohio. He was 
a springmaker and followed that trade for many years, first in Ohio 
and then in Racine. He died in 1917, while his wife, surviving for 
seven years, passed away in 1924. Mr. and Mrs. Aber have one child, 
Alice A., who was born June 26, 1910, and is now the wife of William 
Campbell Smith, superintendent of the Aber Engineering Company. 
Mr. and Mrs. Aber have membership in the Methodist church, and 
he is serving on its official board, while Mrs. Aber is also very active 
in the church work and also in the Red Cross. He belongs to the 
Waterford Civic Club, which indicates his active interest in all things 
pertaining to community welfare and upbuilding, and he gives his 
support to the Republican party, at all times keeping well informed 
on the vital political questions and issues of the day. 


Dr. Epwarp S. CARLSSON, who has engaged in the practice of 
medicine in La Crosse since 1918 and is now connected with the 
Gundersen Clinic as specialist in obstetrics and gynecology, was born 
in Lindsborg, McPherson County, Kansas, July 24, 1891, a son of 
Eben and Anna M. (Swensson) Carlsson. He is of Swedish descent 
on both the paternal and maternal sides. His father’s parents were 
the Rev. Erland and Eva (Johannesdatter) Carlsson, who were born, 
reared and married in Sweden and on coming to the United States 
settled in Chicago, where the grandfather engaged in preaching the 
gospel as a minister of the Lutheran church. The Doctor’s grandpar- 
ents on the distaff side were the Rev. Jonas and Anna (Blixt) Swens- 
son, who also were born in Sweden, where the former qualified for 
the work of the Lutheran ministry. When they came to the United 
States they settled first in Sugar Grove, Pennsylvania, and on leav- 
ing that state removed to [llinois, where Reverend Swensson devoted 
his life to the work of the church. 

Eben Carlsson, the Doctor’s father, was born in Illinois and was 
a graduate of Augustana College and also of the Illinois College of 
Pharmacy. He then became a pharmacist of Lindsborg, Kansas, con- 
ducting his drug store there until his death in 1933. He is still sur- 
vived by his widow, who makes her home in McPherson, Kansas. They 
had a family of five children, four of whom are yet living. 

While spending his youthful days under the parental roof Doctor 
Carlsson pursued a course of study in the McPherson high school 
and later attended Bethany College, where he won his Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 1912. In the meantime he had carefully considered 
his future and had decided to become a member of the medical pro- 
fession, so that he enrolled as a student in Rush Medical College of 
Chicago, where he was graduated with the class of 1918 and received 
his professional degree. He received appointment as interne in the 
La Crosse Lutheran Hospital and started in the private practice of 
medicine in La Crosse in 1919. Here he has since remained, and at 
all times has occupied an enviable position in professional circles 
here. He is now connected with the Gundersen Clinic as specialist in 
obstetrics and gynecology, in which branches of practice he is par- 
ticularly well versed. He keeps abreast with modern scientific research 
and investigation and adds to his knowledge through the proceed- 
ings of the La Crosse County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State 
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Medical Society, the Wisconsin Obstetrical Society and the American 
Medical Association, in each of which he has membership. He. ob- 
serves the highest ethical standards of the profession and discharges 
his duties with a promptness and fidelity that indicates his deep 
interest in their welfare. 

Doctor Carlsson was married in 1919 to Pernella Golberg, of 
Spring Grove, Minnesota, who is a registered nurse, having com- 
pleted the nursing course in the Lutheran Hospital of La Crosse. 
She is now taking a very active and helpful part in Red Cross work. 
Doctor and Mrs. Carlsson have a daughter and two sons: Ingrid 
Ann, who was born in La Crosse, December 23, 1920, is a graduate 
of the State Teachers College of this city and is now the wife of 
John D. Fisher; Edward 8. Jr., who was born August 14, 1926, is in 
the army; and John Eben, born January 31, 1934, is in the erade 
schools. The parents have membership in the Lutheran church. The 
Doctor largely finds his recreation in gardening, spending many of 
his leisure hours in his garden. , 


Dr. RAYMOND H. QUADE, a specialist in diseases of the nervous 
system, has been a resident of Neenah, Wisconsin, since 1940. He 
was born at Merrill, Wisconsin, on July 8, 1905, his parents being 
Henry W. and kmma (Swartz) Quade. The father, deceased in 1940, 
was president of the Kewaskum Creamery Company, Inc., Kewaskum, 
Wisconsin. He was a son of Carl and Albertina (Krueger) Quade, 
both of whom immigrated from Germany and settled on a farm near 
Watertown, Wisconsin. The mother, a resident of Kewaskum, Wis- 
consin, was a daughter of Hans and Louisa (Bonners) Swartz, of 
Watertown, Wisconsin. Hans Swartz was a merchant and the son 
of Johan and Johanna (Verma) Swartz, both of whom immigrated 
from Germany to Watertown, Wisconsin. He was a pipe organ 
builder. Louisa (Bonners) Swartz was a daughter of John and 
Dorothy (Otto) Bonners, both of whom immigrated from Germany 
and settled on a square mile section of land now in the city limits 
of Watertown, Wisconsin. In the family of Henry W. Quade and his 
wife there were two children. The daughter, Elizabeth, is now the 
wife of Elwyn Hamlyn, of West Bend, Wisconsin. 

Doctor Quade, the only son, attended grade school and high school 
at Kewaskum, Wisconsin. He then attended the University of Wis- 
consin, where he received the Bachelor of Science degree in 1927. He 
received his Doctor of Medicine degree in 1930 from the North- 
western University Medical School, Chicago, Illinois. Interneship 
was served at the University Hospital, Chicago. Postgraduate work 
for five years was done at the Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota, with 
specialization in neurology and neurosurgery. A Master of Science 
degree in neurosurgery Was received from the University of Minne- 
sota. Scholastic honors include Phi Beta Kappa, Wisconsin, and 
Alpha Omega Alpha, Northwestern. Doctor Quade teaches a course 
in neurosurgery at Marquette Medical School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
He is a member of the Winnebago County Medical Society, the Wis- 
consin State Medical Society, the American Medical Association and 
is a fellow of the American College of Surgeons. He is a staff member 
of the Theda Clark Hospital, Neenah, Wisconsin, St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital, Appleton, Wisconsin, and Mercy Hospital, Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin. Doctor Quade is a director of the National Manufacturers 
Bank, Neenah, Wisconsin. He is vice president and a director of the 
Kewaskum Creamery Company, Inc., Kewaskum, Wisconsin. 

In 1936 Doctor Quade married Maxine Baumgartner, of Monroe, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of Jacob and Mae (Smith) Baumgartner, 
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The father, native born, operated a farm near Monroe, Wisconsin, 
and was the son of Anton and Magdalena (Marty) Baumgartner, 
immigrants from Canton Glarus, Switzerland, in 1848. Swiss records 
reveal the Baumgartner family to have lived in Engi, Canton Glarus, 
Switzerland, since 1595. Before that they lived in the Rhine Valley, 
Canton of St. Gallen, Switzerland. The mother was a daughter of 
Samuel and Fannie (Woodmansie) Smith, of Monroe, Wisconsin. 
The Smith family, originally from New York State, are descendants 
of Nicholas Howard, who came over with the first settlers at 
Plymouth. He resided at Salem or Beverly in Massachusetts, and 
died some time previous to 1688. The Woodmansie family, originally 
from New York State, are descendants of the early New England 
colonists through the Warren family. 

Mrs. Quade is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin with 
degrees of Bachelor of Science and of nursing. Doctor and Mrs. 
Quade have a family of four children, namely: Faith, born July 3, 
1937; Henry, born February 7, 1940; James, born April 12, 1941; and 
Marcia, born September 21, 1944, The church affiliation is Pres- 
byterian. The parents are both active in civic projects and social 
welfare organizations. Mrs. Quade is a member of the American 
Association of University Women. Doctor Quade is a member of the 
Neenah Rotary Club. He is also a member of the Masonic order. 

Doctor Quade is alert to conditions affecting his relations to 
society, to business and to community welfare, and is steadfast in 
his stand in support of all plans and projects for the general good, 
while in his professional connections he at all times recognizes his 
responsibility and his practice is conducted with a marked sense of 
conscientious obligation to those whom he serves. 


Martin H. Herzoc, a public-spirited citizen and progressive 
farmer of Racine County, now living on Fourth Street in Sturtevant, 
was born in the township of Mount Pleasant, Racine County, Septem- 
ber 13, 1878, a son of Henry J. and Julia C. (Smith). Herzog. The 
mother is also a native of Mount Pleasant. The father was a native 
of Germany, a son of Adam Herzog, who brought his family of three 
sons and three daughters and his wife to America in 1847. He did 
not tarry long in the East, for he established his home in Racine 
County in 1848. He purchased land, which he continued to cultivate 
and improve throughout the remainder of his life. His son, Henry A 
Herzog, also took up the occupation of farming as his life work and 
operated the old home farm until his labors were ended in death on 
the 13th of February, 1935, when he had reached the age of eighty- 
seven years. His wife survived him only until March 11, 1935, and 
she, too, was eighty-seven years of age at the time of her demise. Mr. 
Herzog was active and prominent in public affairs, serving for two 
terms as county treasurer, while he also represented this district in 
the General Assembly. 

The rural school system of Racine County afforded Martin H. 
Herzog his educational privileges until he entered the Patterson 
Business College of Racine, from which he graduated with the class 
of 1896. He then returned to the old home place and remained with 
his father until he reached the age of twenty-three, when he pur- 
chased land adjoining his father’s farm and gave his attention to its 
further improvement until 1910. He then sold that property and 
invested in one hundred and forty acres inside the village limits of 
Sturtevant. This he has since continued to farm and develop accord- 
ing to the most modern methods and he also has a dairy of twenty- 
two head of cattle, while formerly his herd numbered from thirty-five 
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to forty head. His work is carried on along lines that are both prac- 
tical and scientific and excellent results accrue. 

Mr. Herzog was married in 1903 to Anna Maher. They had one 
child, John Herzog, born November 38, 1904, and who passed away 
April 21, 1921. Mrs. Anna Herzog died July 28, 1906. On the 26th 
of January, 1909, Mr. Herzog married Helen Wynhoff, a daughter of 
John and Margaret (Schroeder) Wynhoff, the latter born at Oak 
Creek, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin. Her father, who was born in 
Germany, came to the United States when a youth of thirteen years 
in company with his parents, and after reaching adult age he pur- 
chased land in Caledonia township, Racine County, whereon he spent 
his remaining days, devoting his attention to the tilling of the soil, 
which returned to him good crops. He died in 1924, while his wife 
survived him for a decade, passing away June 14, 1934. Martin and 
Helen (Wynhoff) Herzog have one daughter, Mary Janet, born June 
14,1910. She is now the wife of Charles J. Maresh, of 816 St. Patrick 
Street in Racine, where he is engaged in the undertaking business. 
Mr. and Mrs. Maresh have one child, Delores, born December 13, 1933. 

Mr. Herzog has always manifested a helpful interest in public 
affairs and in all matters of citizenship measures up to the highest 
standards. He has served as treasurer of Mount Pleasant township, 
also as president and a trustee of the board, and for one term he 
filled the office of sheriff of Racine County, covering the years 1925-26. 
In 1914 he became a member of the county board of supervisors and 
has filled that office continuously since with the exception of the time 
he served as sheriff. His long connection in this position is unmis- 
takable proof of his capability and fidelity in the office. He was 
elected chairman of the county board of supervisors in April, 1945. 


He is also president of the board of trustees of the Racine County 


Agricultural School, and no trust reposed in him has ever been be- 
trayed in the slightest degree. He recognizes fully the responsibilities 
and obligations of citizenship and meets every requirement of the 
offices to which he has been called. 

In his religious connection Mr. Herzog is a Catholic. In addition 
to the other offices he has held is that of assemblyman, covering his 
membership in the State Legislature through the term of 1939 and 
1940, during which time he closely studied the questions relative to 
the conduct of affairs vital to the commonwealth. Fraternally he is 
connected with the Fraternal Order of Eagles and also has member- 
ship with the Loyal Order of Moose. 


Dr. JoHN C. HARMAN, connected with the Gundersen Clinic in 
La Crosse in the general practice of medicine and surgery, has been 
a lifelong resident of Wisconsin. He was born in Leon, Monroe Coun- 
ty, January 21, 1898, a son of Harrison and Clara (Fish) Harman, 
also natives of this state. The father was a son of Adolph Harman, 
who came to Wisconsin from Harman, Pennsylvania, about the year 
1867 and settled at West Point, near Lodi, where he took up the 
occupation of farming, which was also the life work of Louis Fish, 
the grandfather of the Doctor on the maternal side. The latter trav- 
eled westward from New York after the primitive manner of the 


times, with oxteam and wagon, and on reaching Monroe County 


settled on a tract of land near Leon, giving his time and attention 
thereafter to the cultivation of his farm. In the family of Harrison 
and Clara (Fish) Harman were two sons, the elder being Dr. Hubert 
Harman, who is a graduate of the University of Illinois and is now a 
practicing physician of Chicago, 
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During his early education period the younger son, Dr. John C. 
Harman, was a pupil in the grades and the high school of Sparta, 
after which he entered the University of Wisconsin, and at his grad- 
uation received the Bachelor of Science degree. His consideration of 
the opportunities of business life led him to the decision to make the 
practice of medicine his life work and he began preparation for the 
profession in the University of Minnesota. Having completed the 
course and received his M.D. degree he became an interne in the 
La Crosse Lutheran Hespital and when a year had passed he was 
appointed resident physician of that institution, in which capacity 
he continued for three vears, gaining that broad and valuable prac- 
tical experience that can never be gained as rapidly in any other way 
as in hospital work. He is now connected with the widely known 
Cundersen Clinic in the general practice of medicine and surgery 
and is contributing much to the success of this institution. He is con- 
stantly broadening his knowledge and skill through reading, study 
and observation and he has membership in the La Crosse County 
Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Society and the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. When opportunity offers in the course of 
his busy professional life he enjoys hunting and fishing, but profes- 
sional duties are always his first consideration. 

In 1933 Doctor Harman was united in marriage to Miss Dorothy 
Ahlstrom, of La Crosse, who is a sister of Judge Ahlstrom, now pre- 
siding over the La Crosse County Court. She is a graduate nurse, 
having completed a course in the La Crosse Lutheran Hospital. The 
three sons and a daughter: born of this marriage are: Peter, who was 
born November 1, 1935; Stephan, born June 2, 19837; Ann, who was 
porn April 21, 19389; and Paul, born December 28, 1941. 


Rev. FRANCIS S. KARWATA has celebrated the twenty-fifth year of 
his ordination to the Catholic priesthood and since March 19, 1942, has 
been pastor of St. John the Baptist Church at Princeton. He was 
born in Chicago, Illinois, January 29, 1898, twelve years after the 
immigration of his parents from Posen, Poland, to the new world, 
arriving in Chicago in 1881. His early educational training was 
received in St. Hedwig’s parochial school in Chicago, and in 1906 he 
eprolled as a student in St. Stanislaus College, where he was gradu- 
ated with the class of 1911, after completing both his high school and 
one year of college work there. His interest in the church and desire 
to enter the priesthood caused him to be sent to Rome, Italy, where he 
studied in the Gregorian Pontifical University, his course embracing 
philosophy, sacred theology and canonical law. His graduation 
brought to him the degree of Doctor of Philosophy as well as the 
Licentiate in Sacred Theology cum laude. 

In the basilica of St. John Lateran in Rome he was ordained to the 
priesthood by Cardinal Basil Pompili on April 28, 1918, and celebrated 
his first mass at the tomb of St. Peter in the “Eternal City.” On the 
14th of August, 1919, Reverend Karwata again reached American 
shores and made his way to his native city, where he was appointed 
4 teacher in St. Stanislaus College and thus continued for a few years. 
He was then assigned to the Milwaukee archdiocese, becoming an 
instructor at Marquette University, while later he continued his 
educational work in the Messmer high school. His next appoint- 
ment made him spiritual director of the Big Brothers of the 
Holy Name Society. After a brief time spent in St. Hedwig’s parish 
he was made assistant to the Rev. Rudolph Kielpinski of St. Casimir’s 
parish, there remaining for fifteen years, doing most effective work. 
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The year 1933 found him in Kenosha, Wisconsin, for he had been 
appointed pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, an Italian parish. 

In January, 1940, he was assigned to the pastorate of St. Stanis- 
laus Bishop and Martyr parish in Racine, where he was effective in 
promoting the redecoration of the church, in securing the installation 
of a new pipe organ, in a cancellation of the parish debts and other 
work that indicated his ability in organization and in securing the 
hearty cooperation of his parishioners. He greatly promoted the 
interests of the parish school and organized the Newman Club for the 
benefit of the young people of the ehurch. He was often called upon 
to make radio addresses on subjects relative to the church, and he 
also addressed the public on matters of state and national importance. 

From Archbishop Moses E. Kiley he received appointment to St. 
John the Baptist Church of Princeton on March 19, 1942, and con- 
tinues his labors here with results that are highly gratifying to the 
church. The parish he has placed on a sound financial footing and the 
parish school has benefited largely by his efforts. In 1944 the interior 
of the church was artistically redecorated and improved. Also 
expensive and practical improvements were made to the exterior at 
a cost of $11,000, made possible by the generous contributions of the 
parishioners without any added burden to the finances of the parish. 
The school children are instructed without the necessity of paying 
tuition and for the benefit of the young people he has also organized a 
Newman Club here, a Girl Foresters court and Boy Rangers court, 
C. O. F., before which he frequently lectures on literary, social and 
religious topics. He is a clear, interesting, instructive and inspir- 
ational speaker, and his sermons have had marked influence over the 
lives of his parishioners. The church at Prineeton now has a mem- 
bership of about two hundred families, while in the school there are 
eighty pupils in attendance, doing the work of eight grades under the 
guidance of three Sisters of St. Francis. 

The settlement of the first Polish residents in the Princeton area, 
as early as 1855, developed the necessity of establishing a Catholic 
church here to meet their religious needs. It is believed that the first 
church was a little frame building on what is known as the Fred 
Laboyewski farm and in 1875 there was erected a brick church, 
which was later converted into a Sisters’ home. The present church 
edifice was erected at a cost of about $14,000, the cornerstone having 
been laid in 1887. The seating capacity is 740 persons. The first 
resident priest was the Rev. Joseph Szpecht, who located here in 
1875, and the church records show that in 1887 there were two 
hundred and fourteen Polish families and fifteen German and Irish 
families living in the parish. 

A rectory was built in 1881, and since the organization of the 
parish it has been presided over by nineteen priests, the longest 
pastorate being that of Rev. Thomas Jankowski, who remained in 
charge of St. John the Baptist Church for eighteen years. In 1888 
the parish school was opened with one hundred and eighty pupils in 
attendance. Today there are two hundred families in the parish 
with eighty-three school children. One hundred five young men of 
the church are now serving with the armed forces to protect American 


interests in World War II. Here Rev. Francis 8S. Karwata was made | 


the recipient of many congratulations on the occasion of his silver 
sacredotal jubilee on May 2, 1943, which marked the twenty-fifth 
year of his life devoted to the cause of the church, in which he has 
ever been a zealous worker, as seen in both the temporal and spiritual 


welfare of the churches he has served. 
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HARLEN WILLIAM TRIMBORN, conducting business in Waterford 
under the name of the Trimborn Electric Company, was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, February 17, 1909, a son of Albert C. and 
Ettie L. (Bucholtz) Trimborn, who are also natives of Milwaukee, 
where the father has been in charge of the maintenance department 
of the Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Company for the past thirty- 
three years. 

Reared in his native city, Harlen W. Trimborn acquired his educa- 
tion in the public schools there until he was graduated from the West 
Allis high school as a member of the class of 1926. He received his 
degree in electrical engineering at Marquette University in 1932 and 
thus having qualified for his chosen life work he entered the employ 
of the -Allis Chalmers Manufacturing Company in the engineering 
department and there remained for two years. In 1934 he came to 
Waterford and established his present business under the name of 
the Trimborn Electric Company and has since operated successfully 
here. He carries everything in the way of electrical appliances, has 
repairs for almost everything electrical, and his largest and most 
important line is electrical contracting, in which field he has gained a 
liberal patronage that is constantly increasing in volume and impor- 
tance. He has thorough understanding and skill in his line and his 
determination and enterprise have carried him steadily forward. 

On the 11th of December, 1938, Mr. Trimborn married Aloha 
Margaret Keil, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hugo B. Keil. Her father, 
who was born in Chicago, is now a public accountant for the United 
States Navy in that city. Formerly he was manager of the Valspar 
office until it was closed. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Trimborn have been 
born three children: Nancy Margaret, whose natal day was May 16, 
1939; William Keil, born August 10, 1941; and Robert Charles, born 
November 10, 1943. 

Mr. Trimborn’s religious connection is with the Catholic church. 
Politically he gives his support to the Republican party and keeps well 
informed on the vital questions and issues of the day. . He is always 
interested in civic welfare and progress, is a member of the Waterford 
Civic Club and cooperates heartily in all its plans and measures for 
the general good. For the past three years he has been the clerk of 
the Waterford school board, and he belongs to Sigma Phi Delta, a 
national engineering fraternity. He is much interested in art work, 
including paintings and drawings, and he finds pleasure and recrea- 
tion in fishing when leisure permits him to indulge in the sport. 


Dr. PAUL C. GATTERDAM. The professional interests of La Crosse 
find a substantial representative in Dr. Paul GC. Gatterdam, who, well 
trained in his chosen calling, 1s now successfully practicing, special- 
izing to a considerable extent in internal medicine. A native son of 
the city in which he still resides, he was born May 18, 1898, his par- 
ents being Eugene A. and Hermina (Christoffers) Gatterdam, both 
of whom were of German descent. Eugene Gatterdam was a son of 
Alfred Gatterdam, who was born and reared in Germany and there 
learned the gentleman’s tailor’s trade. Coming to America in early 
manhood, with Wisconsin as his destination, he settled in Madison, 
where he continued in the tailoring business as an exclusive gentle- 
man’s tailor. His son, Dr. Eugene Gatterdam, took up the study of 
dentistry, which he practiced for forty years in La Crosse. He mar- 
ried Hermina Christoffers, whose father came from Germany to the 
United States and, establishing his home in Madison, Wisconsin, be- 
came a prosperous merchant of that city. 
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Dr. Paul C. Gatterdam, who was the youngest in his parents’ fam- 
ily of three children, entered the public schools at the usual age and 
passed through consecutive grades to his graduation from high school. 
His advanced classical training was received in the University of 
Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1922, 
and later he enrolled as a medical student in Washington University 
of St. Louis, Missouri, where his professional degree was conferred 
on him. Returning to La Crosse, he served as interne in the Lutheran 
Hospital for a year and then spent a similar period as resident 
physician in that institution, after which he entered upon private 
practice. He has his office in the Gundersen Clinic and through the 
proceedings of the La Crosse County Medical Society, the Wiscon- 
sin State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, in 
all of which he has membership, he keeps in touch with the latest 
ideas and discoveries that have to do with medical practice. His 
knowledge is broad and comprehensive and he is most careful in 
diagnosis and in treatment, so that his efforts are followed by de- 
sired results, while his practice has continually increased in volume 
and importance. Doctor Gatterdam served in World War I with the 
Thirty-second Division as a private and sergeant and held the com- 
mission of major in the Medical Corps from 1926 to 1940. 

Doctor Gatterdam married Ruth Esch, of La Crosse, who is a 
daughter of John and Anna (Herbst) Esch, both now deceased. Her 
father was a very prominent and influential citizen who for twenty- 
three years represented his district in Congress and was also a mem- 
ber of the Interstate Commerce Commission, at all times manifest- 
ing a public-spirited devotion to the public interests which he cham- 
pioned. Mrs. Gatterdam is a graduate of the University of Chicago. 
The three children born to the Doctor and his wife are: Ruth, who 
was born June 3, 1927, is now a college student: Paul Esch, born 
June 26, 1928, is now attending the La Crosse high school; and Helen 
Marie, who was born June 24, 1931. The Doctor’s hobby is ornithology, 
especially bird banding, in which he is much interested. His wife and 
children attend the Congregational church and the Doctor is a thirty- 
second degree Mason and Shriner. Along strictly professional lines 
he is making steady advancement and in addition to his private 
practice and his work in the Gundersen Clinic he is serving as su- 
pervisor of the State Clinic here. 


PHILIP LEHNER, a leading attorney of Green Lake County, now 
practicing in Princeton, although his professional connections have 
at different times taken him to the Circuit Courts of various parts of 
the state, is the senior partner in the firm of Lehner & Lehner, his 
associate being his son, Philip Lehner Jr. He was born on a farm in 
the town of Polk, Washington County, Wisconsin, October 15, 1882, 
and is of German descent, his grandfather Philip Lehner having been 
a native of Germany, whence he came to the United States and made 
one of the first settlements on a farm in the vicinity of Hartford, 
Wisconsin. There in the midst of a wild district he developed and 
cultivated a farm, which became the birthplace of his son Andrew 
Lehner. Reared to agricultural life, Andrew Lehner followed farm- 
ing on his own account in the town of Polk, Washington County, 
where he also participated actively in the public affairs of his com- 
munity, serving as chairman of the town board, as treasurer, and for 
thirty years as a member of the school board. He married Barbara 
Frey, and a number of their descendants have become connected with 
the legal profession. Their son Adolph P. Lehner practiced for some 
time as the partner of his brother Philip, and under the name of 
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Lehner & Lehner theirs became one of the best known law firms in 
northern Wiscousin. Adolph P. Lehner is now a well known member 
of the bar at Oconto Falls, Wisconsin, and he has a son, Howard N. 
Lehner, who is also a lawyer. 

Philip Lehner was educated in the Hartford high school and in 
the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Laws 
degree with the class of 1904. He then started in private practice, 
in which he has now continued for forty-two years and has won a 
high and enviable reputation as a trial lawyer, having tried many 
cases, some of them outstanding, in the Circuit Courts of Wisconsin 
and also in the State Supreme Court. His professional record is an 
enviable one and has brought him prominently before the public, for 
he was‘district attorney of Green Lake County from 1905 until 1907, 
again from 1909 to 1913, and for another term, from 1917 to 1919. 
In 1911 and 1912 he served as executive counsel under Governor 
McGovern and was active in writing the Corrupt Practices Act. His 
interest in political matters is that of a broadminded man and he has 
exerted a widespread influence over public thought and action. He 
was the Republican nominee for Congress in the Sixth Wisconsin 
district in 1930; was a candidate for attorney general of Wisconsin in 
1912; and for the office of circuit judge in 1980. In 1932 he took the 
oath of office as mayor of Princeton, and endorsement of his course 
as the chief executive of the municipality came to him in reelection 
that continued him in the office until 1936. He has also been a 
director of the local school board since 1919 and will so continue 
until 1946. He now gives his political allegiance to the Progressive 
party. 

Much of the nature of the principles which guide Mr. Lehner in 
all life’s relations is indicated in the fact that he is a member of the 
Evangelical church and is a thirty-second degree Mason. In Mil- 
waukee, on the 7th of June, 1905, Mr. Lehner married Anna L. Heppe, 
and they have a family of two sons and two daughters. Philip Lehner 
Jr., the eldest of the children, is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin and is now practicing law as his father’s partner. He 
married Ruth C. Knaack. Doris E. Lehner, also a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin, made the honorary scholastic fraternity 
Phi Beta Kappa and the Order of the Coif at the College of Law. 
When twenty-eight years of age she was elected city attorney of 
Madison to complete an unexpired term and she also served as an 
assistant city attorney of Madison. On the 9th of September, 1942, 
she became the wife of L. E. Vaufreuil, deputy attorney general under 
Governor Orland 8. Loomis, with whom she practices law at Kenosha. 
Dr. Robert H. Lehner is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin 
and of Rush Medical College (of the University of Chicago at that 
time) and is now engaged in medical practice at Racine, Wisconsin. 
He married Mildred Blank. Jayne E. Lehner, the youngest of the 
family, attended Ripon College and the University of Wisconsin. 
She served for two years as court reporter for the Municipal Court 
of Ripon and is now employed by a Chicago law firm. 


Earu A. POLLEY, a resident of Rochester, is superintendent of the 
Racine County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy and is 
also county agricultural agent. He was born in West Point township, 
Columbia County, Wisconsin, February 17, 1890, a son of Hiram E. 
and Clara (Cole) Polley, who were also born in West Point township. 
The mother died January 30, 1945. The father engaged in farming 
in his native township for many years and later served as state factory 
inspector, while subsequently he became a state game waiden in the 
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fisheries department, being thus engaged to the time of his death, 
which occurred when he had reached the age of sixty-seven years. 

Earl A. Polley attended the schools of Lodi, Wisconsin, in his 
youth and afterward was graduated from the high school at Madison, 
Wisconsin, with the class of 1908. He won his Bachelor of Science 
degree at the University of Wisconsin in 1913 and then came to the 
Racine County Agricultural School as an instructor in agriculture, 
which position he occupied for four years, when he was advanced to 
the superintendency of the school and has now served for twenty-eight 
years, his long retention in the position indicating the excellent work 
he has done as an instructor in this branch of knowledge. The school 
was established in 1912 and has been a potent feature in promoting 
the scientific principles of farming in a manner to make them of 
real practical value. The school maintains a four years’ course in 
agriculture and also a four years’ course in home economics, and both 
branches cover a wide scope, touching all those subjects which have 
to do with the particular kind of work under consideration. They 
operate a farm of one hundred and twenty acres. This is not con- 
ducted as an experimental station but is operated to furnish illustra- 
tive and laboratory material for the students. A poultry flock, dairy 
herd, swine herd and horses are also features of the farm, giving the 
student practical knowledge as to their care, and a tractor and other 
machinery are available for study and use. War courses were mapped 
out and are being taught, including pre-aeronautics offered to the 
junior and senior students who are interested in entering the air 
corps. Physical fitness is presented every day in the week for boys 
who are subject to military call, including the elements of military 
drill. A driver education course is presented to the second year 
students in cooperation with the motor vehicle department. An op- 
portunity to take commercial subjects is now offered in the school to 
equip the student with a knowledge of typing and book-keeping for 
his personal use, and shorthand may also be studied. There is a 
faculty of nine, all instructors being well qualified to teach his or her 
particular line. The home economics department is as comprehensive 
in that way as the agricultural course, and the girls continue their 
work through the summer by means of supervised home projects. A 
full program of athletics is maintained, and all departments are under 
the supervision of Mr. Polley, who is a man of broad vision and high 
purpose. Taking up his work here only a year after the school was 
founded and acting as superintendent twenty-eight years, the Racine 
County School of Agriculture and Domestic Economy is largely the 
outeome of his efforts and his ideals, and its value in the life of the 
county is widely acknowledged. 

On the 3d of July, 1915, Mr. Polley married Ethel Graham, a 
daughter of Elmer and Lennie (Hanaford) Graham, both of whom 
were born in Dover township, Racine County, where the father op- 
erated a farm throughout his active business life. Both he and his 
wife are now deceased. Through the maternal line Mrs. Polley traces 
her ancestry back to Thomas and Betty Beaumont, of Yorkshire, 
England, in which country they were born in the latter part of the 
eighteenth century. In June, 1942, the Beaumont family celebrated 
the centennial of their residence in Racine County. George Beaumont 
was married April 22, 1838, to Ellen Howeth, in Poughkeepsie, New 
York, where both had worked in the textile mills as young people. Two 
children were born to them in Poughkeepsie and in 1842 they 
started westward with their little family and settled on a farm in 
Dover township, Racine County, where they afterward resided, the 
death of George Beaumont occurring September 5, 1882, while his wife 
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died Aprii 13, 1888. They left one hundred and twenty-five descendants 
__thirteen children, twenty-nine grandchildren, fifty-five great-grand- 
children, thirty-five ereat-great-grandchildren and one great-great- 
great-grandchild. All of their thirteen children are now deceased. 
Mr. and Mrs. Polley have two sons: Robert Graham and William E. 
The former, born June 21, 1916, attended the University of Wisconsin 
and the North Carolina State College, and is now an expert machinist 
with the Le Roi Motors of Milwaukee. He married Luella Smith on 
July 3, 1939, and they have two children, Roberta Lue, who was born 
June 8, 1942, and Jane Ethel, born July 19, 1944. William E. Polley, 
born May 3, 1922, completed his third year at the State Teachers 
College at Whitewater, Wisconsin, and then enlisted in the army 
March 8, 1943. He is now in England with a special typographical 
unit of Army Aviation Engineers. 

Mr. Polley in 1928 organized the Racine County Agricultural 
Society, and throughout the intervening period has served as its sec- 
retary. This society conducts the Racine County Fairs. He is also 
the secretary of the Racine County Agricultural Conservation Asso- 
ciation. He belongs to the Masonic fraternity and to the Congrega- 
tional church, and in these associations are found the rules that have 


ever governed his conduct and shaped his relations with his fel- 
lowmen. . 


Artruur C. KLEIN, an active factor in insurance circles in La 
Crosse, has by diligence and unflagging effort built up a business 
that makes his agency one of the most important in the state. A 
native son of La Crosse, he was born February 10, 1889, his parents 
being Christian and Caroline (Lachenmeier) Klein, both of whom 
were born in Germany. The father came to the United States during 
his boyhood days, the family home being established in Buffalo 
County, Wisconsin. He first gave his attention to farming and after-. 
ward removed to La Crosse, where he conducted a clothing business 
and later he founded the Klein Insurance Agency, which has fea- 
tured in the business circles of the city since 1900. He also served 
as city assessor for several years, and the welfare and improvement 
of the city were matters of deep concern to him. He died August 5, 
1920, and in his passing the community lost one of its substantial 
citizens. 

Arthur C. Klein is now sole owner of the insurance agency. 
After completing his early education in the public schools of La 
Crosse he worked in various ways and then entered high school and 
also continued his studies in night school. After being employed in 
a number of different positions he decided to join his father’s insur- 
ance agency and sold his first policy in 1908. He worked Kard in his 
efforts to build up the business until after this country entered the 
first World War, when he enlisted, becoming a private in the Medical 
Corps. Following his return home after the cessation of hostilities 
he resumed his connection with the insurance agency and is now 
sole owner of the business, selling all kinds of insurance except life. 
Success has attended his efforts in large measure. He has applied 
himself closely to his work, has won many new patrons as the years 
have gone by and, mastering all difficulties and obstacles in his 
path, has pushed steadily forward to the goal of prosperity. 

Mr. Klein married Frances Mosser, a resident of La Crosse Coun- 
ty anda daughter of Charles and Josephine Mosser, the former now 
deceased, while the mother is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Klein have 
a family of four sons and two daughters. Robert, who was born 
February 10, 1919, attended high school and then spent one year as 
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a student in the American Insurance Institute, after which he 
joined his father in the insurance business. Responding to the call 
for military duty after the country’s entrance into the second World 
War, he is now a corporal in the ordnance department, stationed at 
Savannah, Illinois. Christian Frederick, born August 29, 1920, com- 
pleted a high school course and after spending a short time in the 
employ of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company, joined his father, 
with whom he remained until he too was inducted into military ser- 
vice, being now a corporal in the intelligence department. Marita 
May, who was born in 1922, and is a high school graduate, is now 
the wife of Robert Cassidy and has one child, Robert M. Roseanne, 
who was born May 8, 1925, is now a student in Rosary College. 
Arthur Francis, born January 138, 1927, and William Edward, born 
August 6, 1929, still in school, complete the family. Mr. Klein is a 
member of the American Legion and of the Knights of Columbus, 
and both he and his wife have membership in the Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, in the work of which Mrs. Klein takes a very active 
and helpful part. 


DONALD J. DALY occupies a prominent place in mercantile circles 
of Wisconsin Rapids, where he owns and conducts one of the best 
drug stores in this section of the state. Born on the 20th of June, 
1898, in the city which is still his home, he is a son of John E. and 
Grace E. (Balderston) Daly and through the maternal line is a 
descendant of the Wood family for which Wood County was named. 
His grandparents on the paternal side were Timothy and Maria 
(Wright) Daly, who settled in Wisconsin Rapids in 1866. Timothy 
Daly engaged in merchandising and was killed in a railroad accident 
while on a trip to the East in 1886, after having made his home in 
this state for twenty years. His wife long survived him and passed 
from this life October 19, 1908. 

John E. Daly, their only child, was born in Wisconsin Rapids, 
July 21, 1868, and here pursued a public school education, being 
graduated from the Howe high school with the class of 1885. He 
then entered the Wood County Drug Store to learn the business and 
later took a course in pharmacy at the University of Wisconsin, thus 
thoroughly qualifying for his chosen life work. Following the com- 
pletion of his studies he was employed in drug stores in Portage, 
Wisconsin, and Escanaba, Michigan, and in 1889 returned to Wis- 
consin Rapids, where he began working for the Slocum Drug Com- 
pany. Later he purchased that business in connection with H. A. 
Sampson, remaining a factor in the conduct of that store until 1891, 
when he sold his interest and opened a store in the Wood County 
block, where he carried on business until 1898. He then erected a 
store on First Street North, continuing at that location for the next 
decade. In 1908 he extended the scope of his business activities by 
purchasing the William Scott Show House, which was later known 
as Daly’s Theater, and of which he was the proprietor and manager 
“until it was destroyed by fire on January 14, 1922. His fraternal 
connection was with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 

On June 18, 1894, John E. Daly married Grace E. Balderston, of 
Wisconsin Rapids, a daughter of William J. and Sarah Jeanette 
(Wood) Balderston, the latter a daughter of Joseph Wood, who was 
a member of the first Wisconsin Legislature from Wood County and 
whose name was given to that county. Mrs. Daly is a graduate of 
the Howe high school of the class of 1886. She served as the first 
librarian of the T. B. Scott Library and later filled the position of 
secretary on the library board. She is the originator of the slogan 
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“Wisconsin Rapids, the heart of Wisconsin.” On the organization of 
the Woman’s Club she became one of the charter members and she 
also belongs to the Daughters of the American Revolution, this indi- 
cating her long ancestral connection with the history of the country. 
As an historian she is deeply interested in public and civic affairs of 
Wisconsin Rapids, has worked earnestly and effectively for its 
advancement along social, cultural and civic lines and is considered 
an authority on the early history of this section of the state. The 
death of John E. Daly occurred in 1931 and in his passing the city 
lost one of its substantial and respected citizens. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Daly were born three daughters and a son: Jeanette, who was born 
September 18, 1895, is the wite of Chester Ridgeman, and they have a 
son, Donald; Donald J. is the second of the family; Esther M. was 
born September 5, 1904; and Barbara F., born August 25, 1908, 
married William Graham, of Virginia. 

The public school system of Wisconsin Rapids afforded Donald J. 
Daly his early educational opportunities and later he went to Mil- 
waukee, where he attended Marquette University. He enlisted in 
the navy in the first World War and served as a seaman first class. 
Following the close of hostilities he returned home and joined his 
father in the drug business, which he has carried on independently 
since his father’s death in 1931. His store is one of the finest drug 
establishments in this part of the state, being of considerable size, 
beautifully kept and tastefully arranged. In addition to his line of 
drugs and druggists’ sundries, one side of the store is given over to the 
jewelry business, in which he carries an attractive line and has a 
complete jewelry repair department. Since taking over the business 
he has also added a wholesale liquor department and the volume of 
his trade necessitates the employment of ten people. The name of 
Daly has always been a synonym for reliability and enterprise in the 
commercial life of Wisconsin Rapids. 

Donald J. Daly married Viola Miller, a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Miller, of Farmington, Minnesota. Both Mr. and Mrs. Daly 
hold membership in the Congregational church and he is also identified 
with Masonry, having attained the thirty-second degree in the Con- 
sistory, while with the Nobles of the Shrine he has crossed the sands 
of the desert. He likewise has membership connection with the Elks 
and the Eagles, and enjoys in large degree the goodwill and friend- 
ship of his associates in these organizations, while his position in the 
business life of the community is an enviable one. 


GERALD A. L’ESTRANGE, »yrominent insurance executive of Osh- 
kosh, is of French and Irish extraction. He was born in Milwaukee, 
June 21, 1894, the son of Peter and Jane (Fagan) L’ strange. His 
father, who was for a number of years a city official of Milwaukee, 
died June 3, 1922. His mother is still living. Both were natives of 
New York State and their family consisted of six children, our subject 
being third in order of birth. He was educated at Gesu parochial 
school in Milwaukee, was graduated from Marquette Academy in 
1915 and was awarded his B. A. degree from Marquette University 
in 1921. 

In the first World War Mr. L’Estrange served as hospital appren- 
tice, first class, U. 8S. Navy, with one year of active service and three 
in the Reserve Corps. At that time he decided on the insurance busi- 
ness as a career and became affiliated in 1920 with the Travelers Insur- 
ance Company in Chicago as claim adjuster and later selling life, 
- accident and health insurance. After three years he joined the staff of 
the Abraham Lincoln Life Insurance Company in Springfield, Illinois, 
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in the capacity of field supervisor and assistant in the agency depart- 
ment, supervising claims and underwriting. He spent twelve fruitful 
years with this organization and then came to Oshkosh to join the 
Wisconsin National Life Insurance Company, located in their own 
fine building at 77 Washington Boulevard. It was on September 1, 
1936, that Mr. L’Estrange assumed his new duties as manager of the 
accident and health department. His native ability and excellent 
training contributed to his outstanding success in this important 
post, and in 1942 he was elected vice president and agency director 
of the company, which locally employs eighty-five people. In the 
company’s published Tribute in 1943, Gen. C. R. Boardman, its 
president, not only reviewed the remarkable contribution of Mr. 
L’Estrange to the physical growth of the business, but added: “Physi- 
cally, mentally, morally Mr. L’Estrange is the full stature of a real 
man. He is a restless worker, amply sustained by physical strength. 
His spiritual status is beyond question. His devotion to his profession 
is only equalled by that to his family and friends. He is full of fervor 
for his duties. He is a college man and an ex-football player, and 
the courage he had in those days he still possesses. His words show 
the wisdom of the wise. He is charitable, kind and of good cheer. 
This he has demonstrated time and time again in his freely given 
help to his associates and friends in the sorrows of death and the 
visitations of sickness. He is a brave, gentle and wise American 
citizen. He is fit to lead through the clouds and mists of trouble 
toward the perpetual sunshine of hope. He has added many new and 
outstanding producers to our agency organization and has instilled 
new enthusiasm in men who have been with the company for many 
years. Your welfare and best interests are constantly in his mind 
and it has been demonstrated on numerous occasions that he has the 
loyalty and whole-hearted support of every representative we have.” 

On January 10, 1920, Mr. L’ strange was married to Miss Mona 
R. Neacy, of Milwaukee, daughter of Bernard Neacy (deceased) and 
Mary Neacy. Mrs. L’Estrange received her education in the Holy 
Angels Academy and the Milwaukee Normal School. She is active 
- in Red Cross work. Their only child, Gerald C., was born in Chicago, 
January 28, 1935. 

Mr. L’Estrange is an ardent sportsman. Having won his letter 
in football at Marquette, he is a member of the Marquette “Mi? Club, 
as well as a life member of the Marquette University Alumni Associ- 
ation. His athletic interests also include baseball and basketball. 
Fishing and amateur photography are among his hobbies. The 
evidence of his well rounded personality and genial spirit is found 
in the many sccial, fraternal and business affiliations in which his 
presence is a vital factor. Fraternal groups include the Elks, Rotary, 
Candlelight Club (president 1945), American Legion, Knights of 
Columbus, Milwaukee Athletic Club and the Oshkosh Chamber of 
Commerce (president 1944 and 1945). Trade associations in which 
he is active are the American Life Convention, International Claim 
Association and Health and Accident Underwriters’ Conference, in 
which he is a past member of the executive committee. The list 
would be incomplete without mention of the various philanthropic 
and community welfare projects in which Mr. L’Estrange has so 
ably served. Since 1940 he has been a director of the Oshkosh Com- 
munity Chest. Other activities brought him into the forefront as 
executive director of the Citizens Service Corps, World War IT; chair- 
man of the Citizens Military Training Camp Association, Winnebago 
County, 1942-1945; as well as of the National War Fund of the county 
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and of the Community Chest War Fund, 1944-1945. Mr. L’Estrange 
is a member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church and has served as 
president of the Oshkosh Apostolate continuously since 1943. He 
enters with unselfish devotion into every worthwhile venture, and 
is recognized as an efficient and sympathetic leader in the things that 
make for spiritual and material welfare in his community. 


REv. HANS CHRISTIAN MARTIN JAHREN is the esteemed and highly 
honored pastor of the Norway-Muskego Lutheran Church, situated 
in Norway township, Racine County, about four miles northeast of 
Waterford, and which is the oldest Norwegian Lutheran church in - 
this country. Here he is doing a work that is far-reaching and re- 
sultant in sustaining and promoting the faith of the people who have 
long clung to the teachings of this denomination. 

Reverend Jahren was born in Columbus, Ohio, January 21, 1886, 
a son of Johan and Sigrid (Hanson) Jahren, both natives of Norway. 
The father was born November 9, 1855, at Ullensaker, Romerike, 
Norway, his parents having been Hans Johannesen and Karen Martha 
(Nilsen) Jahren, who came to the United States in 1869, settling in 
Chippewa County, Minnesota, where Hans Johannesen Jahren fol- 
lowed farming through the residue of his days, his death occurring 
July 2, 1883, while his wife died on the 1st of October, 1890. Their 
son, Johan Jahren, was a youth of fourteen years when he accom- 
panied his parents on the voyage across the Atlantic and he became 
a pupil in the public schools of Winona, Minnesota, where he attended 
high school in 1878-79 and then enrolled as a pupil in Luther College 
at Decorah, Iowa, where he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in 
1884. He afterward attended Luther Seminary at Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, in 1884-85 and Capitol University at Columbus, Ohio, in 1885-86. 
The following year he was a student “1 Northfield Seminary at North- 
field, Minnesota, where in 1887 he won the degree of Candidate of 
Theology. He entered upon his pastorate work in Sheldon and En- 
derlin, North Dakota, where he continued from 1887 until 1906, after 
which he served as superintendent of the Lake Park Orphans Home 
from 1906 until 1921. He was married in 1884 to Sigrid Hanson, and 
he died December 2, 1921, while his wife was called to the home 
beyond August 10, 19388. 

Although born in Columbus, Ohio, where his father was attending 
Capitol University, Rev. H. C. M. Jahren was very young when the 
father’s church duties took the family to Ransom County, North 
Dakota, where his boyhood days were passed. He was accorded liberal 
educational opportunities and after finishing his high school studies 
at Concordia College in Moorhead, Minnesota, he attended St. Olaf 
College, from which he was graduated in 1909. He received his train- 
ing for the ministry in Luther Seminary of St. Paul and accepted his 
first pastorate at Grand Meadow, Minnesota, where he served the 
Lutheran church as its minister for fourteen years, after which he 
came to Muskego parish in Norway township, Racine County, in 1928. 
Here he has remained for more than seventeen years, and under his 
instruction and guidance the work of the church has flourished and 
has become a potent factor in the moral progress of this section of 
the state. In 1940 Reverend Jahren received the St. Olaf medal from 
King Haakon of Norway. 

Reverend Jahren married Miss Amy Nelson, who was born near 
Albert Lea, Minnesota, and was there graduated from high school, 
after which she became an alumnus of St. Olaf College. Taking up 
the profession of teaching, she became a high school principal in 
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southern Minnesota, where she remained until her marriage in 1929, 
when she came with her husband to Old Muskego parish, where her 
earnest cooperation in his work has been of the greatest value. 

Recently the church has celebrated its centennial, which was made 
a most memorable occasion, Reverend Jahren being intensely inter- 
ested in preserving the historical heritage of the church. He was 
instrumental in having the name of Old Muskego restored and inau- 
gurated the publication of a parish paper, the Old Muskego Saga. He 
was likewise instrumental in forming cemetery associations in each 
of three congregations, with a cemetery board, annual dues and funds 
for perpetual care that now amount to more than eight thousand dol- 
lars. It was also through his efforts that the old home of the Rev. and 
Mrs. Elling Eielson, the first ordained Norwegian Lutheran pastor, 
was removed from Jefferson Prairie to the parsonage grounds of the 
Old Muskego Church, where it has been repaired and now houses a 
most interesting museum collection of antique articles and furniture 
that belonged to the early Lutheran families of this locality. The 
parsonage is a lovely, homelike residence, surrounded by grounds 
attractively landscaped, while the church edifice is a small but digni- 
fied structure, with its atmosphere of peaceful devotion, while outside 
rest the earthly remains of former parishioners in a beautiful ceme- 
tery. 

The church celebrated the nine hundredth anniversary of the 
introduction of Christianity in Norway when in 1980 several thousand 
people assembled in Heg Park, representing the Lutheran churches 
of Milwaukee, Oconomowoc, Racine, Stone Bank and Old Muskego. 
One of the great events connected with the history of Old Muskego 
was the visit of Crown Prince Olaf and Crown Princess Martha on 
June 20, 1939, when nearly seven thousand people participated in the 
festivities. 

It was on May 17, 1839, that a group of sixty Norwegians sailed 
from Gottenburg, Sweden, and landed in Boston, Massachusetts, 
whence they proceeded westward to Buffalo, where after remaining 
for three weeks they secured passage on a lake boat and four months 
after leaving Norway arrived in Milwaukee. There they sent out a 
party to seek a favorable place for settlement and, mistaking the 
Muskego marshes for prairie, bought land at a dollar and a quarter 
per acre. Afterward other settlers and parties arrived and with 
desire to worship God they met in the homes of the pioneers, while 
later a barn built by Even Heg was equipped for services and was 
used until the Old Muskego Church was erected. Its pastors were 
men of vision, of devotion and of great piety. Claus Lauritz Clausen, 
who was the first pastor, devoted his life untiringly to Christian serv- 
ice. The second pastor was the Rev. H. A. Stub, whose son and 
grandson have followed in his steps in the Lutheran ministry. ‘Then 
followed other pastors who worked efficiently for the church and in 
1928 came Reverend Jahren, who with the able assistance of his wife 
has done so much to stimulate interest in this century old church and 
its high purposes. They have promoted the organization of the 
Woman’s Guild, the L.D.R., Lutheran Brotherhood, the Altar Guild 
and Tichigan Circle. Reverend Jahren is a clear thinker, an able 
speaker and a man thoroughly consecrated to his work, and the history 
of Old Muskego is certainly deserving of mention in Wisconsin’s 
annals. 

Reverend Jahren is the pastor of three congregations, Norway- 
Muskego, North Cape and Vernon. During the seventeen years of his 
pastorate here the congregations have practically doubled in mem- 
bership. The North Cape congregation, desiring more services in 
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1944, asked to be released from the Old Muskego parish, which request 
was granted. It will call a separate pastor who will devote his entire 
time to North Cape congregation, while Reverend Jahren will continue 
as pastor of Norway-Muskego and Vernon congregations. 

In 1940 the North Cape congregation celebrated the one hundredth 
anniversary of the settlement, with extensive festivities on June 29, 
80 and July 1. During the centennial year of 1943 a book devoted 
particularly to the early history of Old Muskego congregation and 
entitled The Saga of Old Muskego was written by the able writer Mr. 
- N. Ronning and published under the sponsorship of Reverend 

ahren. 


ALBERT H. SCHUBERT, formerly a capable educator and now dis- 
playing equal skill in law practice in La Crosse, where he has fol- 
lowed his profession for more than a third of a century, was born 
in Menasha, Wisconsin, December 8, 1878, a son of John and Ma- 
tilda (Lemin) Schubert. The father, a native of Bavaria, Germany, 
was three years of age when brought by his parents to the United 
States,.at which time the family home was established at Sheboygan, 
this state, while later a removal was made to Milwaukee and subse- 
quently to Menasha. John Schubert was owner of the first foundry 
in Menasha, but during the greater part of his residence there de- 
voted his attention to general merchandising, which he followed for 
many years. He also served as a member of the school board and 
was deeply and helpfully mterested in the public weltare. His wife, 
who was born in Prussia, Germany, was brought by her parents to 
America during her childhood days. 

Albert H. Schubert, who was the seventh in order of birth in his 
parents’ family of fifteen children, attended parochial schools in Men- 
asha and later was a student in the high school of his native city. He 
continued his studies in the State Teachers College at Oshkosh and 
in the University of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Phi- 
losophy degree as a member of the class of 1903. He came to La 
Crosse in that year and taught here in high school from 1903 until 
1909. During that period he largely devoted the evening hours to 
the study of law, for he regarded teaching merely as an initial step 
to other professional labor. He was, however, regarded as a most 
efficient teacher and was greatly respected and loved by his pupils. 
He specialized in teaching mathematics and he is also a linguist of 
considerable ability, speaking French and German fluently, and is 
also a Latin scholar. 

In 1909 Mr. Schubert passed the required examination and was 
admitted to practice in the courts of Wisconsin. He then opened an 
office in La Crosse, since which time he has followed his chosen pro- 
fession and his record has been one of continuous advancement in 
the field. He entered into partnership with Paul W. Mahoney, under 
the firm style of Mahoney & Schubert, and after the death of his part- 
ner he was joined by William H. Stevenson, now United States con- 
gressman, under the name of Schubert & Stevenson. Mr.Schubert 
served as city attorney in 1911-12. In his practice he is most careful 
to conform to the highest ethical standards of his calling, being always 
courteous to his opponents and respectful to the court, while at all 
times he seeks to secure that justice which is the basic element of 
court procedure. He has a rapid and logical mind, plus the business 
sense, and he enjoys the confidence and warm regard of his contem- 
poraries and colleagues in law practice. 

Mr. Schubert is an earnest supporter of the principles of the 
Democratic party and has been chairman of the Democratic central 
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committee of La Crosse County. His recreational interest is found 
in reading Norwegian and early German history as affecting this 
section of the state. He has membership in the La Crosse County 
Historical Society. He is interested in early Norwegian history and 
has lectured frequently on this subject before service clubs and 
churches. He is a Rotarian and in religious faith is a Catholic, with 
membership in the Blessed Sacrament Church, the Knights of Col- 
umbus, in which he is a past state deputy and has been grand Knight. 
He is also a member of the Catholic Order of Foresters and the 
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. His wife is active in church circles 
and at one time was secretary of the Diocesan Catholic Woman’s 
Council. Mrs. Schubert in her maidenhood was Miss Grace M. Den- 
ney, of ‘La Crosse, a daughter of Peter and Mary (Sokolik) Denney. 
Their only child, a son, John, was born in 1923. After attending 
parochial school he became a student in the La Crosse Aquinas high 
school and is a graduate of Marquette University where he pursued a 
course in-engineering. He enlisted in the U. S. Air Force and is at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. 


FRANK H. VIVIAN, manager of the Four Wheel Drive Auto Com- 
pany at Stevens Point, im which connection he is directing an import- 
ant enterprise associated with the war effort, was born in Houghton, 
Michigan, July 19, 1910, a son of John and Clara (Haun) Vivian, who 
also were natives of Michigan, where the father is assistant superin- 
tendent of the Michigan Smelter Company. His grandparents on the 
paternal side were natives of England, while his maternal grand- 
parents came from Germany. In the family of John and Clara 
(Haun) Vivian were five children, of whom Frank H. is second in 
order of birth, the others being Elizabeth H., Jean, Alice and James. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the public 
schools of Houghton, Michigan, Frank H. Vivian attended Hillsdale 
College and later was graduated from the Michigan College at 
Houghton, completing a course in mining and technology with the 
Bachelor of Science degree in engineering in 1940. He then started 
out in the business world with the Michigan State Highway Depart- 
ment as an engineer, but after a few months he joined the Four 
Wheel Drive Auto Company at Clintonville, Wisconsin, and was sent 
to Stevens Point to organize the business here. He had previously 
served as sales engineer at the Clintonville plant. Here as manager 
he is directing the plant activities in the control of a constantly 
increasing business. This plant has made a notable record for getting 
out its order on time and meeting performance standards in con- 
nection with the work of the company in supplying trucks for 
Canada and England as well as the United States. The Stevens 
Point factory is proving an important unit in the company produc- 
tion and within a year has assembled hundreds of trucks needed in 
connection with the prosecution of the war, which, together with 
spare parts here produced, represented a valuation of about $3,300,- 
000. Their trucks have been shipped to the navy and the marines 
and many have gone to the Canadian Army. 

Something of the volume of business carried on at Stevens Point 
is indicated in that the annual payroll for 1943 amounted to $126,000, 
given out to one hundred employes. The Canadian government 
commended the company for “being one hundred per cent on time 
on its schedule.” Since 1940 the company’s business has increased 
fourteen fold in its war orders over its normal volume of business 
and is employing several thousand men, compared with some hundreds 
employed in normal times. The plants of the company are located 
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in Clintonville, Stevens Point, Appleton and Kitchener, Ontario, and 
the business is constantly growing. Within a little more than a year 
the Stevens Point plant has become a realized dream that is today 
accounted one of the foremost imdustries of this section of the state. 
His college training and his practical experience well qualified Mr. 
Vivian to take charge here, and he has wisely directed the workings 
af the plant, his efforts being actuated by a progressive spirit that is 
manifest in all that he does. 

Mr. Vivian is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order 
of Elks, the Knights of Columbus and St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, 
with which his wife is also identified. Mr. Vivian was married to 
Marie Pelissier, of Munising, Michigan, a daughter of Joseph and 
Mary (Hienne) Pelissier, both of whom were born in France. Mr. 
and Mrs. Vivian have become parents of three children, namely: 
Mary Jo, who was born December 12, 1936; John M., born March 
19, 1942; and James Robert, born May 25, 1944. 


GEORGE ROBERT CURRIE. During the twenty years in which he 
has been a member of the Sheboygan bar George Robert Currie has 
made substantial progress and now occupies prominent place in con- 
nection with corporation and probate practice, in which he specializes. 
He is now a partner in the firm of Buchen, Currie, Federer & Grote, 
with which he has been connected since November 15, 1941. 

Mr. Currie has been a lifelong resident of Wisconsin, having been 
porn in Princeton, January 16, 1900. His great-grandfather in the 
Currie line was born in Yetholm, Roxboroughshire, Scotland, in 1776, 
and immigrated to the province of Ontario, Canada, in 1818, where 
William Currie, grandfather of George R. Currie, was born in 1828, 
and reared. William Currie became a millwright and farmer near 
Markesan, Green Lake County, and there on the home farm William 
F. Currie, his son, was born in 1865. In early manhood he engaged 
in teaching school in the town of Manchester, Green Lake County, and 
from 1892 until 1900 he was principal of the schools of Princeton. In 
the latter year he organized the Montello (Wis.) State Bank, of which 
he became the first cashier, filling that position for twenty years, after 
which he was chosen for the presidency, serving from 1920 until his 
death in 1935. Not only was he active in banking circles but also in - 
civic affairs and for six years he served as president of the village. 
He was likewise a faithful member and active worker in the Methodist 
Episcopal church and a loyal follower of Masonry. He had many 
sterling traits of character, so that he commanded the respect of all 
who knew him. 

George R. Currie attended Montello schools and was eraduated 
from the Oshkosh State Normal in 1919. For two years he occupied 
the position of principal of the graded schools of Manawa and for a 
year was principal of the schools of Hazelton, North Dakota, after 
which he entered the University of Wisconsin as a law student, com- 
pleting the course with the class of 1925, the LL.b. degree being be- 
stowed on him at his graduation. He was a member of the board of 
student editors from 1923 until 1925 and was student editor-in-chief 
of the Wisconsin Law Review in 1924-25. In his senior year he also 
was elected to membership in the Order of the Coif, the honorary legal 
fraternity, and is also a member of the Gamma Eta Gamma legal 
fraternity. 

Admitted to the bar in 1925, Mr. Currie at once began the practice 
of his profession in Sheboygan in association with the firm of Bowler 
& Bowler, which in 1933 became Bowler, Bowler & Currie. In 1937 
he became senior partner in the firm of Currie & Leberman and on 
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the 15th of November, 1941, after the death of Mr. Leberman, the 
firm of Buchen, Currie, Federer & Grote was organized, which con- 
nection has since been maintained. While Mr. Currie continues in 
general practice, he gives the greater part of his time and attention 
to corporation and probate law, and is particularly well versed along 
those lines. Aside from his legal interests he has other business con- 
nections of importance, being a director of the H. C. Prange Company, 
owners of the largest department stores of Sheboygan, Green Bay and 
Sturgeon Bay, and he is likewise a director of the American Chair 
Company and the Frost Veneer & Plywood Company. His sound 
judgment features in the successful conduct of these commercial en- 
terprises. 

On‘the 10th of July, 1926, Mr. Currie married Gladys Bremer, and 
they have two daughters, Ann and Janet. Both Mr. and Mrs. Currie 
are members of the First Congregational Church of Sheboygan and 
Mrs. Currie belongs to the Sheboygan Woman’s Club. Mr. Currie is 
a member of the American Legion, having enlisted in the Students 
Army Training Corps in the first World War. He is also a member of 
the Sheboygan Country Club. He maintains a deep concern for the 
public good and has rendered valuable service to his community. 
Since 1931 he has served as a member of the board of trustees of the 
Mead Public Library, of which board he is now the president, is a 
past president of the Kiwanis Club, has served as a director and the 
vice president of the Association of Commerce, and is a past master 
of Sheboygan Lodge No. 11, F.&A.M., and a member of the board of 
directors of the Sheboygan Welfare Bureau. Along strictly profes- 
sional lines he is identified with the State Bar Association of Wiscon- 
sin, in which he served a term as a member of the board of governors. 
Mr. Currie is active in Republican politics, having served since 1942 
as Republican county chairman. He holds to the highest ethical 
standards of his profession and is accounted one of the honored repre- 
sentatives of the Sheboygan bar. 


CARL R. MOEN was the founder of and still heads the Moen Photo 
Service of La Crosse, a business that is outstanding in the field of 
photographic art and which extends over a wide area, covering 
several states. It has been developed through the efforts and enter- 
prise of Mr. Moen and has been made the expression of the last word 
in progressiveness in this field. Mr. Moen has devoted his entire 
life to this line of business. A native of Minnesota, he is a son of 
Ole H. and Maria (Kooperud) Moen. The father, born in Norway, 
came to the United States when thirteen years of age and established 
his home in Minnesota, where he engaged in farming for a time. 
Later he filled the position of postmaster at Peterson, Minnesota, 
where he also conducted an undertaking business, retaining his 
residence in that state until he passed from this life at the age of fifty- 
three years. 

Carl R. Moen, who was the youngest of the three sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ole Moen, began his education in the rural school near his 
father’s farm and later continued his studies in a business college 
and in Stoughton College of Stoughton, Wisconsin. Always interested 
in photography from his boyhood, he has devoted forty-six years of 
his life to the art, starting out at Peterson, where he established a 
photographic studio. Later he removed to Preston, Minnesota, where 
he remained for six years. About twenty-eight years ago, in 1918, he. 
came to La Crosse. From a small beginning in Minnesota his business 
has grown and prospered, and following his arrival in this city he 
purchased property at 313 Main Street, where, after tearing down 
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the building then standing on his lot, he erected the fine four-story 
building which he now occupies, having a stockroom in the basement, 
a retail store on the ground fioor, with offices on the second floor 
while the third and fourth floors are given over to plant purposes. 
The retail department is adorned with fine mural decorations, con- 
sisting of enlarged nearby rural scenes, beautifully colored. The 
building is twenty-five by one hundred feet, splendidly equipped 
in every particular and supplied by two elevators. Fifty people are 
employed and the trade covers six states including Iowa, Minnesota, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan and South Dakota. The adopted 
trademark ‘“Moentone” has been copyrighted and has become a 
significant feature in trade circles as a Synonym of excellence and 
steady progress. The business. covers commercial photography in 
all its phases, including exteriors and interiors, machinery,and photo- 
graphs for catalogues, together with photostatic reproductions. The 
company too are wholesalers and retailers of HKastman and Agfa 
films, cameras, kodaks, commercial postcards, photographic supplies, 
Zeiss and Leica equipment and Eastman X-Ray films. They handle 
the cine-kodak film for the home movie fan and they sell a large line 
of movie subjects ready to show, together with Bell & Howell and 
Eastman movie cameras and projectors. Mr. Moen has always 
maintained the highest standards in his business, both in workman- 
ship and in the lines of goods carried. Much of the work is done by 
automatic machinery and the floors given over to plant work are 
models of efficiency in every particular. On the 1st of January, 1944, 
Mr. Moen sold a half interest in the business to his son and the two. 
now constitute the company. 

In 1898 Carl R. Moen was married to Miss Jennie Ensberg, a 
native of Minnesota, and they have five children, Myrtle, Olive, Alta, 
Pearl and Robert. The son was educated in the La Crosse schools and 
at Decorah College of Decorah, Iowa, and is now proving an able 
assistant to his father in carrying on the business. He married Gladys 
Elstad and has two children, Charles, born January 17, 1942, and 
Christine, born February 19, 1945. He belongs to the Masonic order, 
the Junior Association of Commerce, the Rotary Club and the 
American Legion. His father is a member of the Kiwanis Club, the 
Lutheran church, the Northside Business Men’s Club, a charter 
member of the Master Photo Finishers of America and a member of 
the Professional Photographers, all of which shows the nature and 
breadth of his interests and activities. Close application, high ideals 
and earnest purpose have earried him steadily forward to an enviable 
position in business circles and La Crosse numbers him among 
her respected and valued citizens. 


PARKIN ICE CREAM COMPANY was organized in 1928 and has 
become one of the foremost business enterprises of Marshfield, so 
the history of the city would be incomplete without extended reference 
thereto. At its organization a trade journal termed it a “dream 
plant,’ but many a dream has become a reality and has proven a 
forceful factor in community upbuilding. Such is the record of the 
Parkin Ice Cream Company, which was founded by Wilbur L. Parkin. 
He purchased the business of the McCrillis Ice Cream Company, 
which at that time was employing only seven people. 

Mr. Parkin was born at Pine Island, Minnesota, August 12, 1879, 
and remained on his father’s farm until he had attained his majority. 
He was always interested in dairying and he entered the University of 
Minnesota Dairy School, where he had an older brother who was a 
cheesemaker and at that time was an instructor in the University. 
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With this brother’s help and direction and his own determination 
Wilbur L. Parkin, who had resolved to make a place for himself in 
the business world, received at the end of three months’ school study 
a score of ninety-eight, ranking first in his class. In 1902 he had 
become a full fledged cheese maker and continued in that line of 
business for a time, during which period he received a number of 
medals from the Minnesota Butter and Cheese Makers Association. 

In 1906 Wilbur L. Parkin took charge of the Farmers Cooperative 
Creamery at Northfield, Minnesota, and also in that year was made 


treasurer of the Minnesota Butter and Cheesemakers Association, 


which indicated high standing in the business circles with which he 
was connected. He likewise was placed in charge of the State Fair 
exhibition of butter and cheese in St. Paul. In 1907 he became 
manager for a firm that operated three creameries, and continued in 
that responsible position until 1909, when, wishing to engage in 
business independently, he purchased a dairy at Owatonna, Minne- 
sota. In.1910 he entered the ice cream business at Rochester, Minne- 
sota, when he and Harry Deloughy purchased the business of the 
Freyeir Ice Cream Company for twenty-five hundred dollars, but at 
that time Rochester had a population of only six thousand and there 
were two other ice cream plants in the town, so that this venture did 
not prove successful. Mr. Parkin therefore purchased his partner’s 
interest and in 1910 merged his interests with those of Arley Rowley, 
the owner of one of the other ice cream plants. Their resources 
consisted of equipment and the lot on which their factory stood. A 
slow development was almost immediately manifest and soon their 
business was accelerated through the enterprise and determination of 
the proprietors until in 1913 Mr. Parkin purchased Mr. Rowley’s 


‘interest, after which he carried on the business until 1928, when he 


sold his holdings for $136,000 cash, all resulting from an original 
investment of eight hundred dollars. The trade had been built up 
through long, hard hours of work and intelligent direction, and when 
he felt the time was propitious Mr. Parkin sold to the Marigold 
Dairies, one of the largest companies of the kind in St. Paul. For 
eighteen years he had operated the plant, which had been developed 
from the use of 6,000 gallons in-1910 to 186,000 gallons in 1928, 

Mr. Parkin later engaged in selling ice cream manufacturing 
equipment for a time but after several months he came to Marshfield 
and purchased the McCrillis plant, which at that time was producing 
18,000 gallons annually. The steady growth and expansion of the 
business under his direction is shown in the fact that in 1930 he was 
making 70,000 gallons of ice cream each year. On the 13th of May, 
1937, he began the manufacture of ice cream mix for three other 
Parkin plants and for other firms as well, but fire caused by a defective 
switch caused the destruction of the plant on January 5, 1941. He 
then erected a most modern ice cream plant which stands as a monu- 
ment to his thirty-nine years of continuous effort and experience, 
beginning in 1902. The formal opening of the new plant took place 
on August 20, 1941; in construction, arrangement and equipment it 
is the last word from the unloading of the cream and the pasteurizing 
and homogenizing to break up the fat globules to the instant cooling 
of the mix, in which the temperature is reduced from 150 to 40 degrees. 
The cream is pumped from the cooling vats through sanitary piping 
to the freezer and is frozen at the rate of 150 gallons an hour. The 
center of the plant is the freezing department, to which two main 
lines of operation lead, that of preparing the metal container and 
that of preparing the raw materials for the freezer. The plant is 
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perfection in its cleanliness and sanitation and the factory has a milk 
acid proof tile floor, with gleaming metal and sparkling glazed walls, 
and cannot be surpassed in its sanitary equipment. It was completed 
in 1941 at a cost of $40,000 and is one of the best in the state. It is 
airconditioned throughout and today there are thirty-five employes 
busily engaged in the manufacture of 1,500 gallons per day. The 
business is a family affair, being owned by Mr. Parkin, his daughter 
and son. 

Wilbur L. Parkin married Verta Cowls, and their two children are 
Evelyn, who is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and is now 
engaged in social service work, and John, who attended the University 
of Minnesota, where he majored in commerce and then joined his 
father in the business, being the secretary-treasurer of the company. 
John Parkin married Clyle Mundahl, of Rochester, Minnesota. Both 
father and son are members of the Presbyterian church and the 
father is a Mason, while the son belongs to the Rotary Club and is a 
scout commissioner of the Boy Scouts. The labors of the one ably 
supplement and round out the efforts of the other, and one of their 
latest developments is the manufacture of a delicious concoction 
known as Frozen Whip, for which Mr. Parkin has a patent pending. 
He is a self made man whose record is one of notable success, crowning 
a life of marked industry and diligence, and the son has been carefully 
trained educationally for active and effective participation in the 
profitable conduct of their interests. 


HERBERT SIMON HUMKE, a member of the law firm of Bassuener, 
Humke & Poole of Sheboygan, where he has engaged in active practice 
since 1918, was born on a farm at Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, February 
6, 1895, and is descended from one of the old German families that 
took active part in the upbuilding of the state in pioneer times. His 
grandfather was Conrad Humke, who came from Lippe-Detmold, 
Germany, being connected with one of the thirteen original families 
who in 1848 settled in Herman township, Sheboygan County, where 
he afterward followed the occupation of farming as his lifework. He 
was a member of the German Reformed church and was one of the 
substantial residents of the community. His son and namesake, Con- 
rad Humke Jr., father of Herbert S Humke, was born on the home 
farm in Herman township in September, 1854, and his life record 
covered the intervening years until November, 1929, when he passed 
away on his farm near Sturgeon Bay. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Marie Arpke, was a daughter of Simon Arpke, also of Lippe- 
Detmold, Germany, whence he came to the new world with the little 
colony that settled Herman township in 1848 and established the 
Mission House German Reformed College. In 1876 Conrad and Marie 
(Arpke) Humke removed to a farm near Sawyer in Door County, be- 
coming owners of 160 acres of land in Nasewaupee township, where he 
cleared the land, built a log house and successfully cultivated his fields. 
He was a very progressive and public-spirited citizen who assisted in 
every way possible to promote the upbuilding and development of the 
district. He was also one of the pioneers in raising pure bred cattle, 
starting on a small scale but developing one of the fine dairy herds of 
Holstein cattle and doing much to stimulate an interest in high grade 
cattle among the neighbors and people of this section of the state. 
Both he and his wife belonged to the Sawyer Methodist Church, in 
which they were active workers. Their family numbered the follow- 
ing named: Otto; Edwin Conrad, who was graduated with the M.D. 
degree and later with the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Surgery, 
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and is now located in Sturgeon Bay; Ida; Walter H., who is farming 
the home place; Herbert 8., and Esther. 

The common schools near his father’s farm afforded Herbert S. 
Humke his early educational training and later he attended the high 
school of Sturgeon Bay, where he was graduated in 1918. He spent 
the next year as a student in the Oshkosh Normal School and by at- 
tending for two years continuously, without vacations, he was able 
to graduate at the Valparaiso University at Valparaiso, Indiana, in 
1917, at which time he won both the Bachelor of Arts and the Bachelor 
of Laws degrees. By working in the library he helped pay the ex- 
penses of his college course. In the same year in which he was grad- 
uated he enlisted for service in World War I and for eleven months 

“was with the American Expeditionary Forces as a sergeant major 
in the Thirty-second Division. 

After receiving his discharge and putting aside military duty Mr. 
Humke opened an office in Sheboygan, where he has since engaged in 
the practice of law, winning a very creditable place in the ranks of the 
legal profession. He is also the vice president of the Leverenz Shoe 
Company, operating two plants, one in Sheboygan, the other in New 
Holstein, Wisconsin. In 1930 he and his brother, Dr. HE. C. Humke, 
became co-partners in the ownership of Uhraltbauernhof, a farm of 
378 acres on Lake Michigan, five miles from Sturgeon Bay. There is 
a beautiful log house built in modern style, the black logs being put 
together with white mortar to give the black and white color scheme of 
the place. They are pioneer raisers of pure bred Dutch Belted cattle 
and have the only herd of fine pure bred Caracul sheep in the state. 
They also have pure bred Hampshire hogs, which are white and black, 
being belted like the cattle, and they have fine Arabian horses which 
are likewise black and white. Their livestock includes a yoke of 
Dutch Belted oxen. They also raise Muscovey ducks, peacocks, Silver- 
laced Wyandotte chickens, African geese and turkeys, and all animals 
and fowls that are raised carry out the black and white color scheme. 
Uhraltbauernhof is one of the show places of the countryside and 
everything about it indicates the progressive spirit of the owners. 

In 1925 Herbert S. Humke married Luella Leverenz, who is a 
daughter of Henry F. and Clara (Wegner) Leverenz. Her father, 
who was born in Calumet County, Wisconsin, November 21, 1862, died 
in Sheboygan in 1917. He was a son of John Leverenz, an early settler 
of Sheboygan County. He attended the public schools and the Chilton 
high school and then alternated teaching in the rural schools with 
attendance at the State Normal School until he completed the course, 
graduating in 1888. He was principal of the Waldo, Wisconsin, graded 
schools for three years and established the Waldo high school. In 
1891 he began teaching as principal of the Eighth ward school of 
Sheboygan and later was superintendent of the Sheboygan schools. 
His daughter, Mrs. Humke, who was graduated from the Milwaukee 
State Normal, also became a teacher, connected with the Beloit and 
Sheboygan schools. Mr. and Mrs. Humke have had four children: 
Conrad, born August 19, 1925, died in November, 1931; June, born 
June 4, 1930; Virginia, born May 20, 19382; and Herbert C., born 
July 19, 1934. 

Mr. Humke belongs to the County, State and American Bar Asso- 
ciations and he is a trustee and active member of the Wesley Methodist 
Episcopal Church. His interest in the public welfare has been evi- 
denced in many helpful ways and he has served on the city planning 
commission. He is a member of the American Arbitration Association 
and because he has endorsed the principle of arbitration for the pacific 
settlement and control of controversies as a way of maintaining peace 
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and unity within the nation and extending good will among all peoples 
he was made a member, September 24, 1941, of the National Panel of 
Arbitrators. 


DANIEL U. MurpHy, who became a resident of La Crosse in 
1892 and for many years was at the head of the La Crosse Paper & 
Box Company, controlling its activities until his death in 1928, 
was a native of Anamosa, lowa, born in 1867. His parents were 
William and Mary (Dugan) Murphy, who removed with their family 
from Iowa to St. Paul, Minnesota, when their son Daniel was a lad 
of twelve years. There he continued his education as a pupil in the 
parochial schools and from St. Paul he came to La Crosse. In the 
year 1891 the Fischer Paper Box Company of St. Paul sent Michael 
J. Kane, a cousin of Daniel U. Murphy, to La Crosse to open a branch 
of their business here, and when Mr. Kane’s health failed a year 
later he asked the Fischer Company to send his cousin here as his 
assistant. They were then operating in a small way on Front Street, 
manufacturing paper boxes. In 18938 Mr. Murphy purchased the 
business from the Fischer Company and began its expansion and 
further development. In 1919 Frank Kearney, a brother of Mrs. 
Daniel Murphy, purchased an mterest in the business and was 
associated therewith until his death, which occurred in the year 1930. 
In 1919 the company purchased its present fine building, extending 
from 106 to 112 Pear! Street, where they have a splendidly equipped 
plant, showing all the latest devices for manufacturing in their 
line. The business was incorporated in 1922 and so continued until 
1932, when it was reorganized as a partnership among members 
of the Murphy family. They conduct a wholesale business in paper 
and manufacture paper boxes, do a jobbing business in all sorts of 
paper and are now doing some defense work. Their manufactured 
line includes fancy and plain set up boxes of all descriptions and 
they wholesale a complete line of papers. An extensive business has 
been developed and is carried on under the name of the La Crosse 
Paper & Box Company, of which Daniel U. Murphy was the head 
until his death in 1928, establishing the business upon a broad and 
substantial basis. 

In April, 1900, in St. Raphael’s Cathedral in Dubuque, Iowa, 
Mr. Murphy was united in marriage to Miss Kathryn K. Kearney, 
a daughter of Michael M. and Mary (Griffin) Kearney, the former 
a native of New York and the latter of Ireland. In the Kearney 
family were two sons, Frank and Joseph, and three daughters, 
Kathryn, May and Agnes. There is only one now living, May, who 
is now Sister Mary Amabalis BVM. Mrs. Murphy was born May 6, 
1875, and was educated in St. Joseph’s Academy in Dubuque, Iowa. 
She presided most graciously over a lovely home in La Crosse, where 
her children, although now in homes of their own, were frequent 
visitors. To Mr. and Mrs. Murphy were born two sons and two 
daughters, the eldest being Mildred, born December 29, 1905, who 
is now Sister M. Catherine Agnes BVM. Joseph, who was born Dec- 
ember 17, 1907, attended parochial school in La Crosse and the 
Central high school, after which he entered Notre Dame University, 
where he was graduated in 1927. In the same year he joined his 
father in business and is now head of the La Crosse Paper & Box 
Company. He married Alice Bowen, of St. Joseph, Michigan, a 
daughter of Edward and Susan Bowen, and their children are: J 
William, born March 8, 1930; Mary Sue, born June 12, 1931; David 
B., born April 8, 1935; Daniel M., born September 27, 1940; and 
Timothy L., born January 24, 1941. The parents attend the Blessed 
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Sacrament Catholic Church and Joseph W. Murphy is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks and the Chamber of Commerce, the last named membership 
connection denoting his interest in the civic development and welfare 
of the community. Donald Murphy, the second son, was born in 
November, 1909, and, like his brother, is an alumnus of Central high 
school and of Notre Dame University, where he completed his studies 
as a member of the class of 1931, subsequent to which time he and 
his brother toured Europe. Following their return home he joined 
the business with which he is still associated. He married Ida May 
Sheridan, and their children are Donnamae, who was born in June, 
1938, Marguerite Ann, born in 1939, Mildred, born in April, 1940, 
Patricia, born March 10, 1942, and Alice, born September 20, 1944, 
Alice, who completes the family of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel U. Murphy, 
was born in La Crosse May 13, 1911, and is the wife of John W. Daly, 
of Chicago. She is a graduate of Clarke College of Dubuque, Iowa, 
and was a dietitian in the Cincinnati General Hospital of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, prior to her marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Daly are the parents of 
two children, John Joseph and Kathryn. 

Mrs. Murphy had that liberal culture which comes of travel and 
not only visited many points of interest in this country but also spent 
some time in touring Europe, accompanied by her daughter Mildred 
before the latter became a nun. Mrs. Murphy was a member of St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church, the Catholic Woman’s League and the 
Catholic Daughters of America and until recent years was very 
active in church work. Mrs. Murphy died May 24, 1944. 


ORVILLE §. LUCKENBACH, a member of the bar, is practicing in 
Shawano, his native city. He was born January 21, 1908, a son of 
SF. and Linda (Schweers) Luckenbach, and a grandson of Michael 
Luckenbach, who was born in Germany. He came to the United 
States and during the Civil War he served with the Merchant Marine. 
After the cessation of hostilities between the North and the South 
he came to Shawano, casting in his lot with the pioneer settlers and 
becoming one of the early merchants here. For some years he con- 
ducted a butcher shop, and he contributed in substantial measure to 
the upbuilding cf the community. Here he reared and educated his 
family, including S. F. Luckenbach, who was a graduate in pharmacy 
and became the owner of one of the first drug stores in Shawano. 
Later he sold that business and went upon the road as a traveling 
representative of a wholesale drug house. He was one of a large 
family. His brother William, also a registered pharmacist, became 
the owner of one of the first drug stores in Green Bay. Another 
brother, Anton, likewise a registered pharmacist, settled in Oconto, 
Wisconsin, while a third brother, John Luckenbach, went to Cali- 
fornia, where he became a successful business man. There were also 
five daughters in the family of Mr. and Mrs. Michael Luckenbach. 

SF. Luckenbach married Linda Schweers, a daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. August Schweers, who came from Germany to establish their 
home in America, and among the members of the Schweers family 
have been a number who have attained prominence in connection with 
various lines of business in this state. Unto S. F. and Linda 
(Schweers) Luckenbach were born two children, Inez and Orville S. 
The daughter became the wife of C. H. Bonnin and resides in Mont- 
clair, New Jersey. The father died September 15, 1930. 

Acquiring his early education in the schools of Shawano, Orville 
3 Luckenbach completed the high school course and then received an 
appointment to the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis, 
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Maryland, where he remained from 1925 until 1926 and then decided 


to make the practice of law his profession. He made preparation for 
the bar by studying in Northwestern University, where he won his 
Bachelor of Arts degree, and in 1932 he gained his Bachelor of Laws 
degree at his graduation from the John Marshall Law School of 
Chicago, which in 1935 conferred on him the degree of Doctor of 
Jurisprudence. In the same year he returned to Shawano to estab- 
lish himself in practice and in the intervening period he has steadily 
progressed, winning a clientage that connects him with much import- 
ant litigation heard in the courts of the district. His success has 
followed the careful preparation of his cases, with a clear under- 
standing of the points at issue and the law applicable thereto. He 
belongs-to the Shawano County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State 
Bar Association and the American Bar Association, and he is always 
careful to conform his practice to the highest ethical standards of his 
chosen calling. 

Mr. Luckenbach married Janice Whitman, of Rothschild, Wis- 
consin, a daughter of Mark Whitman. She is a graduate of Lawrence 
College of Appleton and for five years prior to her marriage she 
engaged in teaching. She takes an active part in Red Cross work and 
is a member of the Eastern Star, while both Mr. and Mrs. Lucken- 
bach have membership in the Presbyterian church. <A loyal follower 
of Masonry, he is now occupying an official position in the Blue 
Lodge. He is also serving as an advisor of the local draft board. 
He and his wife occupy an enviable position in the social circles of 
Shawano, and he is fast forging forward in professional circles, where 
already his position is such that many an older attorney might well 
envy. 


HENRY AUGUST STRAUBEL was one of the notable figures of Wis- 
consin’s history. Much of his life, which compassed the unusual span 
of one hundred and two years, was passed in Green Bay. He arrived 
during the territorial epoch, then a little lad of five years, for he was 
born May 11, 1841, in Schwartsburg-Rudelstat, Germany. His par- 
ents, Christian and Caroline (Weise) Straubel, had a family of five 
children——Charles, Ernest, August, Caroline and Minnie. Being 
unsympathetic to many phases of the Hohenzollern regime, the father 
decided to leave Germany and seek the opportunities of the new world. 
With his family he left Europe in May, 1846, and boarded a sailing 
vessel, the equipment thereof providing neither berth nor food, the 
travelers being required to bring with them sufficient food to serve 
them on the entire journey. They landed in New York City and then 
started westward for Green Bay, where they arrived after many 
hardships and disasters in September, 1846, about two years before 
Wisconsin’s admission as a State. Green Bay then had a population 
of about five hundred. Christian Straubel was a wagonmaker and 
began following his trade in the little village in which he located. 

Here H. A. Straubel was reared, often spending his leisure in 
catching trout, then plentiful in the nearby streams, or in hunting 
wild game in the unbroken forests. When twelve years of age he 
began assisting his father in the wagon making and repair shop, but 
after working there for eight years he desired to see something of 
the country and in 1861, at the age of twenty, he left home and 
had traveled as far south as New Orleans when the war between 
the North and the South was declared. When Lincoln issued his 
second call for troops Mr. Straubel returned home for the purpose of 
enlisting, walking the entire distance from Appleton to Green Bay. 
On the day of his return he joined Company H of the Ninth Wisconsin 
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Regiment, which trained at Camp Sigel, near Milwaukee, using sticks 
for guns in their drilling. With his regiment he was on duty largely 
in Missouri and Arkansas, taking part in various expeditions and in 
1863 he was captured by the Confederates, remaining a prisoner of 
war until late in 1864, when he was exchanged. 

Again reaching Green Bay, he reentered his father’s wagon shop 
and continued in the business until 1872, when he sold out and pur- 
chased the Edward Rothe home on the Cedar Creek road, intending 
to start a wagon and blacksmith business there, but he never did and 
after five years returned to Green Bay in 1877. In the same year he 
established a flour and milling business in partnership with John H. 
Ebeling and built a mill on South Washington Street, which was the 
first flour mill in Green Bay. In 1894 he sold his milling interests to 
his partner and largely retired from active business. However he 
owned a number of boats and spent some of his summers on a house- 
boat in his later years. In 1925, after spending a number of winters 
in Florida, he bought a home at Avon Park, that state, and maintained 
an active interest in the orange grove which he owned there. 

It was in 1869 that H. A. Straubel married Minnie Altman, who 
was born in Mishicot, Wisconsin, November 17, 1850, and who died 
on her forty-eighth birthday, November 17, 1898. They were the 
parents of six children, but four died in infancy. Those who survived 
are Charles A., born in Green Bay, December 2, 1870, and Arthur F., 
born in the Monroe Avenue home of the family, May 2, 1880. H. A. 
Straubel had passed the one hundred and second milestone on life’s 
journey when death called him March 24, 1943. He was a familiar 
figure to all Green Bay citizens, lovingly known as “Grandpa.” He 
had watched the steady growth and development of the state from 
pioneer times and, retaining a notably clear and accurate memory 
to the last, he would relate in most interesting manner events of both 
the early and later days, finding keen pleasure in the upbuilding of 
the commonwealth and its progressiveness along all worthwhile lines. 


LIEUTENANT COLONEL AUSTIN A. STRAUBEL was a representative 
of one of the well known and highly esteemed pioneer families of 
Green Bay and his record of military service is one that reflects fur- 
ther credit and honor upon the family name. He gave his life for 
his country in the vicinity of Soerabaja, Java, February 3, 1942, 
after having served in the United States Air Corps for a number of 
years. A native son of Green Bay, he was born September 4, 1904, 
his parents being Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Straubel, the latter now deceased, 
while the father is still an active business man of Green Bay. Colonel 
Straubel was a grandson of H. A. Straubel, who, after reaching the 
venerable age of one hundred and two years, passed from this life in 
1948. His life record appears elsewhere in this work. 

After his graduation from the East high school of Green Bay in 
1923 Colonel Straubel continued his education as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, completing his course there as a member of 
the class of 1927. In his youthful days he participated in various 
sports, starring in football as tackle with the East high school team 
and later with the Varsity team, while subsequently he played with the 
Eastern All Stars in the East-West game on the coast. Following 
the completion of his University studies, Colonel Straubel was for a 
time associated with his father in the conduct of the business of the 
Mid-west Cold Storage Company in Green Bay, after which, attracted 
by aviation, he enlisted in the Air Corps, receiving his training at 
March Field in Texas. There he completed his course in 1928, being 
graduated as a second lieutenant. His interest in flying had continu- 
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ally deepened and he determined to make the army air service his life 
work. During the succeeding fifteen years he visited nearly every 
army air post in the United States as well as many bases in other 
countries. For some time he was on duty in Indo-China and he spent 
three years in the Philippines, his record winning him recognition as 
one of the aces of the Air Corps. He attended every school of spe- 
cialized training from the time of his enlistment and he possessed 
expert knowledge of gunnery, aerial photography, military science, 
tactics and other special branches that added to his skill and dexterity 
as an airman. 

Colonel Straubel’was a member of the famous Caterpillar Club, 
to which belong Colonel Lindbergh and other renowned flyers who 
have been forced to bail out of their ships when they caught fire 
or otherwise got out of control. Colonel Straubel did not escape 
the usual number of hazardous and trying experiences which fall to 
the lot of members of the Air Corps. On one occasion he effected the 
rescue of another flyer over Chanute Field at Rantoul, Illinois, when 
the flyer, evidently opening his parachute too soon, had it caught in 
the tail of his plane. Colonel Straubel, witnessing the condition, ran 
to the kitchen near the field, snatched up a sharp knife and took off 
in his plane. As he neared the other plane he climbed out on the 
wing, fastened a sandbag to the knife to keep it from swaying and 
lowered it on a rope to the man dangling in the air, enabling him to 
cut away his tangled chute and with the emergency chute drop safely 
to the ground. Before entering active service in connection with 
World War II Colonel Straubel was stationed at Fort Douglas, near 
Salt Lake City. Sent to the South Pacific, his father and his sister 
watched him as he took off in command of an army bombing squadron 
for active duty in the Pacific. After arriving in that section he talked 
to his wife by radio-telephone, and was never heard from afterward 
by his family, the war department sending word of his death Febru- 
ary 3, 1942, near Socrabaja. 

The Colonel had married Isabel Walthall, daughter of a retired 
army officer, and they had two daughters, Susan, aged five, and Torin. 
aged two at the time of their father’s death. Following their mar- 
riage in 1936 Colonel Straubel and his wife had made their home in 
Los Angeles, California, where he had many friends as well as in 
Green Bay and in the various places where he was stationed. In 
the course of his travels he had acquired a fine collection of gems 
from foreign lands and also many fine specimens of the chase, for 
he was a lover of big game hunting. He always commanded the con- 
fidence and respect of his fellow officers and the full loyalty of those 
who served under him, and at all times he carefully guarded the 
imterests of those under his direction. 


LESTER CHARLES WEISSE, member of the Sheboygan County bar, 
with offices in Sheboygan Falls, was admitted to practice in 1930, and 
through the intervening years has made continuous progress until he 
now has a large clientele and has been associated with much important 
litigation in the courts of this district. He is also a recognized leader 
in political circles and has served as chairman of the Democratic 
county committee. His loyalty to any cause with which he becomes 
allied makes his influence a potent force in its behalf, and he is classed 
with the valued and representative citizens of this part of the state. 

Mr. Weisse was born in Sheboygan Falls, June 12, 1898, a son of 
Louis Albert and Nellie (Kuster) Weisse, and a grandson of Charles 
Samuel and Minnie Weisse, natives of Saxony, Germany. The grand- 
father was born at Statternheim, and in early life learned the shoe- 
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maker’s and tailor’s trades. Attracted by the opportunities of the 
new world, he crossed the Atlantic in 1852 and soon was established 
as proprietor of a small store in Milwaukee, but later came to She- 
boygan Falls, where in 1866 he entered the tanning business. In 1880 
he organized the firm of C. 8S. Weisse & Company. He was at first 
associated with J. D. Gould. Mr. Weisse became sole owner of the 
business in 1886 and from a small concern he developed it into one 
of the largest and most important commercial enterprises of Sheboy- 
gan Falls, engaging in the manufacture of harness and collar leather. 
He married Minnie Kallenberg, and he continued to carry on his tan- 
ning interests until his death, February 18, 1897. The business was 
then conducted by his sons, Charles H. and Louis A. Weisse. The for- 
mer was a member of Congress from this district for eight years and 
was a leading and substantial citizen as well as an outstanding business 
man. When the tannery was being managed by the two brothers a 
disastrous fire occurred, completely destroying the plant on September 
30,1919. A few days later, or on October 8, 1919, C. H. Weisse was 
killed by a falling wall while working in the debris left by the fire. 
He was a very prominent thirty-second degree Mason and his sterling 
worth made his death a cause of widespread regret. 

With the death of his brother Charles, Louis A. Weisse became 
sole owner of the tannery business and in addition he engaged in the 
livery and transfer business and likewise dealt in coal and wood. 
After the destruction of the tannery by fire he rebuilt it in 1920 and 
was president of the Weisse Tanning Company at the time of his 
death, January 31, 1922. He had taken a very active part in civic 
affairs and matters relating to the public welfare. For more than a 
quarter of a century he was chief of the fire department and was 
president of the town board from 1907 to 1909, inclusive, and again 
filled the office in 1912. His political support was unfalteringly given 
the Democratic party and he was.an influential factor in its ranks. 
On the 14th of October, 1891, he married Nellie Kuster, daughter of 
John Kuster, and they had a family of four children: Armin L.; 
Harvey J., a lawyer of Plymouth, Wisconsin; Lester C.; and Verdetta 
M., now the wife of Ralph Wolf, of Milwaukee. 

After attending the Sheboygan Falls high school Lester C. Weisse 
was graduated with the Bachelor of Arts degree from the University 
of Wisconsin with the class of 1922. From 1923 until 1925 he was 
president of the Weisse Tanning Company, and later was with Prange 
& Guisenheimer, hardware dealers of Sheboygan. After a brief period, 
however, he became an instructor in the Sheboygan high school, teach- 
ing history, economics and speech until 1933. Before this he had 
begun the study of law in the offices of Bowler & Bowler of Sheboygan 
and was admitted to the Wisconsin bar August 4, 1930. In that year 
he was appointed city attorney of Sheboygan Falls and during his 
tenure of office he revised the city ordinances. He has had charge of 
the legal phases of the bond issues for building the sewage disposal 
plant, the water softening plant and paving projects, and he reorgan- 
ized the city traffic rules to conform to the state statutes. As city 
attorney he is in charge of the collection of personal property taxes 
and has reduced delinquent collections to an almost irreducible mini- 
mum. For ten years he also filled the office of justice of the peace. 
Always taking a deep interest in the political situation, he served as 
chairman of the Sheboygan County Democratic committee for a term 
of four years. 

On the 12th of February, 1928, Mr. Weisse was married at Chip- 
pewa I*alls, Wisconsin, to Ruth Beatrice Miller, a graduate of Downer 
College of Milwaukee and the University of Wisconsin. She was 
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teacher of history in the high school of Sparta, Wisconsin, from 1921 
to 1923. Her father, the late Edwin Albert Miller, was a prominent 
banker and financier of Hixton, Wisconsin, was a thirty-second degree 
Mason and a leader in all progressive movements in his community. 
Mr. and Mrs. Weisse have three children: Louis Edwin, who is serving 
as a sergeant in the Pacific area; Richard Miller, a private, was killed 
May 30, 1945, while home on furlough; and Martha Ruth 
Weisse. The parents have membership in St. Peter’s Episcopal 
Church, in the work of which they are actively interested. He is 
serving as a vestryman and for the term from 1940 until 1947 as vice 
president of the Sixth Province of the Laymen’s League of the Kpis- 
copal church, which is a national organization authorized by the gen- 
eral convention of the church. Mrs. Weisse is prominent in the diocese 
work and is president of the Woman’s Auxiliary of the church, while 
formerly she was president of the Sheboygan County Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. Mr. Weisse is a past master of St. John’s Lodge No. 
24, ¥.& A.M, and a thirty-second degree Mason, and his wife is inter- 
ested in the Eastern Star. He is now president of the Sheboygan 
County Alumni Association of the University of Wisconsin and was 
president formerly of the Sheboygan Falls Chapter of the Alumni 
Association. He has filled the office of adjutant of Frederick Miller 
Post of the American Legion, having been a member of the Student 
Army Training Corps at the University of Wisconsin. He is likewise 
a4 member of the Sheboygan Falls Advancement Association, which is 


- similar to the Chamber of Commerce, having served as its president in 


1943-45. His hobby is gardening and he is particularly fond of lilacs, 
iris and peonies, of which he has some very fine varieties and has taken 
a few blue ribbons. In 1944 he received second place in the national 
peony show for the ten best varieties shown. 

In 1944 Mr. Weisse organized the She-O-Lac Cheese Company, in 
the operation of which he is manager. The purpose of the company 
is to market cheese in wholesale quantities. 


Dr. WmuiAM A. HENKE. The history of the medical profession 
in La Crosse would be incomplete and unsatisfactory were there 
failure to make extended reference to the life work of Dr. William 
A. Henke, who won a place among the eminent physicians and 
surgeons of this city and was the founder and business manager of 
the Grandview Hospital. He was born near Lake City, Minnesota, 
February 26, 1881, and led an active, useful and honorable life 
until death called him, but the hospital still stands as a monument to 
his effort and his high ideals of professional service. He was a son 
of August and Anna (Zorn) Henke, the former a native of Wisconsin 
and the latter of the State of New York. His grandfather in the 
paternal line was a native of Prussia and became one of the pioneer 
residents of Wisconsin. His son, August Henke, spent his life in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin and devoted his attention to farming, his 
labors being ended in death in 1914. His wife has also passed away. 
They were the parents of eight children, namely: Louis, William A., 
Joseph, Peter, Emil, Anna, Martha and Tillie. . 

Dr. William A. Henke spent his early life on his father’s farm in 
Wabasha County, Minnesota, and became a pupil in the grade schools — 
of Lake City, while later he continued his edueation in Thorpe and 
in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. About that time he determined to make 
the practice of medicine his life work and enrolled as a student in 
the Illinois Medical College, from which he was graduated in 1906, 
his M.D. degree being conferred on him at that time. He then located 
in Tomah, Wisconsin, where he continued in active practice until 
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J 
1908, when he went abroad to take up postgraduate work in Vienna, 
Austria. Following his return to Tomah he conducted a_ hospital 
there until 1911, when he removed to La Crosse. Again he took up 
further study, entering the medical school of the University of 
Illinois and there obtaining another degree in medicine in 19138. 
Subsequently he studied in Scotland, entering the University of 
Edinburgh, while later he attended the University of Berne in 
Switzerland. All through his life he eagerly embraced every oppor- 
tunity that would enable him to broaden his professional knowledge 
and thus advance his proficiency in his chosen calling, and few men 
had broader knowledge of the science of medicine and surgery than he. 


Perhaps Doctor Henke will be best remembered, however, as the 
founder and promoter of the Grandview Hospital. Following his 
return from abroad in 1914 he founded this hospital in La Crosse 
as a private institution and from the start it achieved success. In 
1917 it was reincorporated as a charitable hospital and from the 
opening day its patronage steadily grew and the institution was 
developed in keeping with the most progressive spirit of the. times 
as manifest in medical and surgical practice. An extended account 
of the institution is given elsewhere in this work. Doctor Henke 
remained the guide and promoter of the hospital until his demise 
in 1940 and the hospital stands as a monument to his efforts and his 
ability and as the expression of the broad humanitarian spirit that 
always guided his life. 

In 1912 Doctor Henke married Miss Beulah Smith, of Pittsville, 
Wisconsin, a daughter of William and Nancy (Hammel) Smith, 
both now deceased. She is a graduate of Pittsville high school and 
of the Tomah Training School for Nurses, and was one of a family 
of six children, of whom three have passed away. 

The Doctor was identified with various organizations of an 
important character. Not only was he a member of the La Crosse 
County Medical Society and the Wisconsin State Medical Society but he 
was also a fellow of the American Medical Association and a member 
of the Wisconsin Hospital Association, of which he served as trustee. 
He was a member of the Chamber of Commerce and the La Crosse 
Historical Society and he served as chairman of the La Crosse Board 
of Health. He found pleasure and relaxation in reading, and writing 
was also to him a matter of recreation. He was the author of the 
Rough Road to Civilization and of various articles having to do with 
professional interests. When death called him May 8, 1940, La 
Crosse lost one of her most able professional men and valued residents 
who had contributed much to her upbuilding through his ability in 
his chosen field of service to his fellowmen. 


GRANDVIEW HospiTaL, of La Crosse, is numbered among the 
‘city’s most worthwhile institutions. It has served the public here 
for thirty years, ever maintaining the highest standards and at all 
times staffed by a corps of competent and conscientious physicians. 
The hospital was incorporated as a private institution June 27, 1914, 
with*a capable stock of twenty-five thousand dollars, and the erection 
of the hospital building was begun on the 6th day of July of the same 
year. It was completed and ready for the reception of patients on the 
Ist day of March, 1915, and practically from the opening day has 
been crowded to the limit. On the 27th of December, 1917, the 
hospital was reincorporated as a charitable institution, the original 
name being retained, and it has functioned most efficiently through 
all the intervening years to the present, its service being a most 
valuable contribution to health conditions in this area. 
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It was in the year of its reincorporation that Dr. W. A. Henke 
gave thirty-three thousand dollars toward the building of the 
hospital and in 1921 he gave an additional sum of more than eighty 
thousand dollars for the erection of a new Nurses Home. During 
the first year of its existence three hundred and eighty-five patients 
were admitted and the crowded condition made enlargement neces- 
sary, so that an addition was made to the original building in 1917, 
increasing the capacity to forty-five beds. Still the patronage 
increased to such an extent that seven months later another addition 
became imperative, the work on which was started in September, 
1919, and was finished March 1, 1921, so that the capacity was then 
seventy beds. This addition included a suite of operating rooms, 
sterilizing rooms, washup rooms and a library, besides the additional 
rooms for patients. 

With the rapid growth of the hospital it became necessary also 
to increase the nursing staff, the old Nurses Home being inadequate 
to accommodate the nurses, many of them having to occupy rented 
rooms in private homes, but immediate steps were taken to erect 
a new home for the nurses and this was completed and ready for 
occupancy on the 22d of January, 1921, the building, exclusive of the 
grounds, having cost over eighty thousand dollars. The Hospital and 
Home are now valued at more than six hundred thousand dollars. 

The capacity of the hospital is now one hundred and sixteen beds. 
Grandview is located in the seventeen hundred block on Kast Main 
Street and there is an uninterrupted view of Grandad Bluff, one of 
the places of greatest scenic beauty in La Crosse, the location being 
ideal for the purpose for which it was used. The Hospital, which 
faces Main Street, is built of fireproof material—brick, pyro-bar and 
cement, and is one of the most perfect fireproof buildings of La 
Crosse, the floors throughout being of reinforced concrete, with a 
heavy layer of korkstone, while the spacious stairways are constructed 
of slate and steel. There is also elevator service to all floors. The 
kitchen is situated on the top, or fifth, floor, thus eliminating all 
cooking odors from the rooms of patients, and the equipment through- 
out is of the very latest, meeting all scientific and practical require- 
ments. The maternity and obstetrical departments are of exceedingly 
high standard. 

The Hospital receives patients of every religious denomination, 
for according to article VIII of the articles of incorporation the 
institution has no connection with any religious sect, order or society. 
The Nurses Home is located a half block east of the Hospital and is 
a three-story building, of the same materials as the Hospital, with 
classroom, demonstration room, swimming pool and laundry, every 
comfort for the nursing staff having been considered. The Hospital 
is in Class A of the approved list of the American College of Surgeons. 
Since the death of Dr. Henke, May 8, 1940, the hospital has operated 
under the direction of Albert F. Bishop, manager. He became associ- 
ated with the Grandview Hospital in 1920 and has held positions as 
registered X-ray and laboratory technician. In 1930 he also assumed 
the position of credit manager. Miss Angie M. Orwell is the secre- 
tary and treasurer of the Grandview Hospital, which position she 
has held since its organization. Miss Florence L. Arenz, R.N. is 
superintendent of the Hospital and the nurses and is the chief an- 
esthetist. She graduated from the Grandview Hospital Nursing School 
in 1923 and has been continuously connected with the hospital since 
that time. The board of directors of the Grandview Hospital are: 
J. W. Boyer, president; Alfred E. Au, vice president; Dror: 
Burrett, second vice president; and Angie M. Orwell, secretary. Each 
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member serves a three-year term, and is elected to office by the mem- 
bers of the association at the annual meeting held in January of 
each year. 

Dr. W. A. Henke was chief of the medical staff from its organi- 
zation in 1914 to his death in 1940. Some of the prominent doctors 
associated with him were Dr. B. W. Mast, Dr. A. A. Maurer, Dr. 
R. D. Jameson, Dr. Leo T. MacNicholas, Dr. N. Philip Anderson, 
Dr. R. L. Eagan. The personnel of the medical staff now consists 
of Dr. N. Philip Anderson, chief of medical staff; Dr. R. L: Kagan, 
eye, ear, nose and throat specialist; Dr. L. W. Ender, Di AeerDr, 
E. J. Schneeberger, Dr. G. D. Reay, Dr. G. R. Reay, Dr. Louis Hanson, 
Dr. Paul Anderson. 


THE WEBER LIFELIKE FLY COMPANY of Stevens Point heads all 
other companies in the variety and extent of the fly casting tackle 
manufactured in this country, and the business has been developed 
to extensive proportions. It had its origin in the deft handiwork of 
Carrie J. Frost, who first made fishing tackle for her father. She was 
born in La Crosse, Wisconsin, a daughter of John C. and Carolina 
(McMeekins) Frost, the former born in Auburn, New York, August 
24, 1835, and the latter in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, April 5, 1840. 
Soon after the Civil War they left the East to become residents of 
Wisconsin, and the father died in 1914, while his wife passed away in 
1916. They had a family of ten children: John, Charles, Edward, 
Joseph, Austin, Carrie J., Florence, George, Edith and Walter. 

Carrie J. Frost attended public school in Minnesota and afterward 
entered the Stevens Point high school, from which she was graduated. 
She began making fishing tackle for her father, and from this it was 
but a step toward making it for commercial purposes. The year 1896 
marked the beginning of the “fly-tying” industry in the kitchen of the 
Frost home at the corner of Jefferson and Reserve. The undertaking 
proved successful from the beginning and patronage steadily grew, 
so that in 1900 the business was moved to the Podach building at the 
northwestern corner of Jefferson and Reserve; in 1912 a new build- 
ing was erected on Normal Avenue, and in 1914 an additional site 
was secured on Ellis Street. The trade continued to expand and in 
1916 a new and more modern building was erected on the lot adjoining 
the Ellis Street location. 

In 1921, after conducting this enterprise for a quarter of a century, 
Miss Frost sold out tc Oscar L. Weber and a group of Stevens Point 
business men, the business at that time being located on Ellis Street. 
In 1922 Mr. Weber left this company to establish an independent 
business and in 1926 he bought the Frost Fishing Tackle Company, 
under which name the original business had been carried on after it 
had been sold by Carrie Frost. Mr. Weber then continued at the 
head of the enterprise as its president and active supervisor until a 
recent date, when elected chairman of the board. The present officials 
of the company are: Edward C. Wotruba, president and secretary ; 
H. M. Weber, daughter of Oscar L. Weber, vice president; and O. L. 
Weber, treasurer. Their product is all handmade and the factory is 
a model of efficiency, furnishing employment to 185 persons, mostly 
women. The present site of the Weber Lifelike Fly Company at 183 
West Ellis Street was occupied in 1928 and has since continued to be 
the home of the industry. It is well supplied with equipment of the 
most modern character needed in work of this kind, and the business 
has been based upon a determined purpose to make their products a 
feature in the real enjoyment of fishing by enabling the fisherman to 
accomplish his purpose, as well as upon a desire for commercial 
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success. In fact the latter has been made secondary to the former, 
for the men at the head are lovers of fishing sport and whatever they 
do and make must always be governed by their sense of responsibility 
for the precious hours of pleasure and satisfaction that one gets from 
the use of Weber-made fly tackle. Every conceivable device for land- 
ing the finny tribe is used in the making of their products, the 
excellence of which has secured them leadership in their particular 
field. 

Mr. Oscar L. Weber, who directed and promoted the business for 
many years, was born in Watertown, Wisconsin, June 16, 1878, and 
there attended the grade and high schools. His parents were natives 
of Watertown, Wisconsin, and in early manhood he assisted his 
father, who was a tinsmith, after which he traveled for a hardware 
concern for many years. While thus engaged he met Miss Frost and 
became interested in the line of flytackle which she was manufactur- 
ing, this leading him to enter the business and become president of 
the largest company of the kind in the world. He is a member of the 
National Executive Committee of the Izaak Walton League, and 
belongs to the Rotary Club. He married Metha Schempf, of Water- 
town, Wisconsin, and they have three children: Elizabeth, who is the 
wife of Dr. Morris Rice, a navy lieutenant, senior grade; Helen, who 
is vice president of the Weber Lifelike Fly Company and was active 
in its management until she became very active in Red Cross work; 
and Dorothy, who is the wife of Dr. James Fant, a lieutenant in the 
United States Army, M. C. 

Edward C. Wotruba, who is president of the Weber Lifelike Fly 
Company and thus its directing head, was born at Milladore, Wood 
County, Wisconsin, August 15, 1899, a son of John and Mary (Kotas) 
Wotruba, both of whom were natives of Bohemia. 

After completing his studies in the Milladore high school and in 
the Stevens Point Business College, Edward C. Wotruba started out 
in the business world as an employe in the First National Bank of 
Stevens Point, after which he spent one year in the United States 
Navy during the first World War. On his return from military service 
he took charge of a small bank in Wittenberg, Wisconsin, and it was 
while there that he met and married Marie Debot. In 1921 he joined 
Mr. Weber’s business organization and for more than twenty-four 
years has been active in the business, with which he has become 
thoroughly familiar in principle and detail. In this connection he has 
steadily worked his way upward and in 1943 he sueceeded Mr. Weber 
in the presidency of the company, which now sells its products all 
over the United States, South America, Newfoundland, Mexico and 
‘Hawaii. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wotruba are the parents of two sons: Edward Jr., 
born March 10, 1929, and Thomas, born March 29, 19386. Mr. 
Wotruba and his family are members of St. Stephen’s Catholic Church 
and he also belongs to the American Legion and the Izaak Walton 
League. 


STEPHEN A. OscAR is the president and directing head of the 
National Mutual Benefit, a fraternal life insurance company of Madi- 
son. He has been active in this field of business during the greater 
part of the present century, and his knowledge of insurance is com- 
prehensive and exact, while his progressive and enterprising spirit 
has been a strong contributing factor to success in this line. 

Mr. Oscar was born September 26, 1875, on his father’s farm near 
Towerville, Crawford County, Wisconsin. He is of Norwegian descent 
in both the paternal and maternal lines. His father, Tobias A. Oscar, 
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was born in Norway in 1852 and two years later was brought to this 
country by his father, Thomas Oscar. There were five children in the 
family of Thomas Oscar: Nettie, who married Gilbert Olson, of Wash- 
burn; Alfred, Theodore, Tobias A. and one brother who died in child- 
hood. The family settled first on a farm in Crawford County, Wis- 
consin, where Tobias Oscar married Nellie Kinney, a daughter of 
Nelson M. Kinney, a Norwegian by birth and a farmer by occupation. 
In 1891 Tobias Oscar removed with his family to Barron County and 
a year afterward to Washburn, Bayfield County. He followed farm- 
ing, fruit raising and highway contracting. He took an active part 
in public affairs, serving on the city council and as supervisor and 
highway commissioner. He continued to reside at Washburn until 
his death, July 11, 1921. In the family of Tobias and Nellie (Kinney) 
Oscar were: Stephen A.; Nels M., of Madison, who died in 1944; 
Minnie, who married Bertram O. Webster, of Madison; Clarence, 
serving in the state highway department at Madison; Henry, of Wash- 
burn, who -died when twenty-eight years old; George, of Portland, 
Oregon; and Merrell, who died in childhood. 

Stephen A. Oscar pursued his education in the rural schools of 
Crawford and Barron counties and in the city schools of Washburn, 
where he was graduated from high school. After working for a year 
in the office of the county treasurer in his home city he entered the 
University of Wisconsin, where he completed his course by gradua- 
tion in 1900, at which time the Bachelor of Letters degree was con- 
ferred on him. He then taught in a grade school at Cable, Wisconsin, 
for a year, after which he returned to the State University for grad- 
uate work. While pursuing his advanced studies he helped his finan- 
cial situation by working in the Legislature when it was in session. 
He afterward taught science and history in the Washburn high school 
for three years and then served as principal of the high school for 
two years. At that time he was elected city superintendent of schools, 
which position he filled most ably and ereditably for ten years. 

In the meantime Mr. Oscar became interested in the Beavers 
Reserve Fund fraternity of Stoughton and in 1907 he was elected a 
member of its board of directors and four years later became its sec- 
retary. In 1913 he left his educational work to increase his activities 
in the insurance field and removed to Stoughton to take supervision of 
the Beavers Reserve Fund offices. On January 1, 1914, the organiza- 
tion moved their general: offices to Madison. The National Mutual 
Benefit, of which he is now the directing head, is the outgrowth of 
the Beavers Reserve Fund fraternity and the name was changed to 
its present form in 1916 when it became a legal reserve company. Mr. 
Oscar is filling the responsible position of president, to which he was 
elected January 1, 1942, and under his guidance the business has 
steadily increased and has reached gratifying proportions. He is 
now well known in the insurance field, having served as president of 
the General Insurance Company of Madison, a mutual fire insurance 
organization. From 1938 to 1942 he served as a director of the State 
Annuity and Investment Board and has also served as a director of 
the Bank of Wisconsin and was on the directorate of the Central Wis- 
consin Trust Company at the time of its consolidation with the First 
National Bank. 

On the 27th of November, 1901, Mr. Oscar married Mabel M. Smith, 
a native of Canada, who came to the United States with her parents, 
William H. and Mary Smith, of Virginia, Minnesota. Mr. Smith had 
formerly been prominent in business circles in Houghton, Wisconsin, 
where he operated stone quarries. Mrs. Oscar is a member of the 
Woman’s Club of Madison, the Y.W.C.A. and other civic organizations, 
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was formerly quite active in church work, having been a member of 
the vested choir of the Madison Congregational Church for many 
years. Mr. and Mrs. Oscar have two daughters. Helen, born in 1902, 
a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, is now Mrs. Leo H. Federer, 
of Waukesha, Wisconsin, and has one daughter, Susan. Ruth, the 
second daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Oscar, also attended the University, 
married Charles E. McGinnis, of Kansas City, Missouri, now serving 
as a major in the army, and their two children are Roland and 
Patricia. 

Mr. Oscar is a thirty-second degree Mason with membership in 
the Blue Lodge and consistory in Madison and he is a past master of 
Washburn Lodge No. 24. Since its inception he has been a director of 
the Wisconsin State Chamber of Commerce and is now serving as vice 
president, and he is a past president of the Madison Chamber of 
Commerce. In September, 1944, he was elected president of the 
Presidents’ Section of the National Fraternal Congress of America. 
Both he and his wife are lovers of music and patrons of the art in 
Madison, finding much of their enjoyment in the work of the great 
music masters. He is also fond of golf and fishing and spends some 
time at his summer home on Lake Superior, where he has opportunity 
to indulge in these sports. His success in business has resulted from 
the able manner in which he has utilized and improved his oppor- 
tunities and step by step he has advanced until he has reached a 
prominent position in insurance circles. 


EDWIN H. HOFFMAN passed from this life Marcn 8, 1944. For 
many years he had been connected with journalism and at the time 
of his death was associate editor of the La Crosse Tribune and Leader 
Press. What he accomplished in that field won him admiration and 
respect, while his sterling qualities of manhood and citizenship 
endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. He was a native 
son of La Crosse, where he had an extremely wide acquaintance, 
and even though men might differ from him in opinion or policy they 
entertained the greatest respect for him because of his unfailing 
integrity and unfaltering loyalty to what he believed to be right. 

Mr. Hoffman had reached the age of sixty-nine, for he was born 
in La Crosse in 1875, a son of Cristian F. and Johanna (Grieser) 
Hoffman. His father was born June 19, 1822, in Germany, where he 
received his educational training, covering the common branches 
of learning and also literary and musical courses. Coming to the 
United States in 1850, he settled first in Waukesha, Wisconsin, and 
in 1855 removed to La Crosse, where he taught pipe organ. music 
and was also well known as the composer of instrumental music and 
many songs and was a much loved maestro in musical circles. His 
religious faith was that of the Lutheran church, in which he long 
held membership. His wife was born in Milwaukee. They became 
parents of a daughter and son, Julia and Edwin. The former, who 
was also a musician, receiving her instruction from her talented 
father, died in 1982. 

Edwin Hoffman began his education in the La Crosse schools, 
completing the work of the grades and the high school, after which 
he entered the field in which he was active during the greater part 
of his life, making his inital step as office boy with the Morning 
Chronicle, while later he was appointed to a position on its reportorial 
staff. After a few years spent in that connection he joined the editorial 
staff of the Daily Press, and following the consolidation of that 
paper with the Republican under the name of the Leader-Press, he 
continued on the editorial staff. Subsequently he was appointed to the 
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Tribune staff, devoting his attention thereto until 1911, when he was 
elected to the office of city clerk, being retained in the position by 
successive reelections for eight years, or until 1919. A decade passed 
and in 1929 the Fourth ward elected him one of the city’s aldermen, 
in which capacity he served during the two succeeding four-year 
terms, during which time he was a member of the important ways 
and means committee and at all times was a stanch supporter of 
every project which he deemed essential to the welfare of the city. On 
his retirement from the office of city clerk he had established a tire 
business, which he carried on for several years, but his interest 
always centered in newspaper effort and in 1929 he became identified 
with the La Crosse Times, a weekly publication. The month of 
August, 1930, however, saw him again enrolled on the reportial 
staff of the Tribune, and on the 17th of March, 1931, he was made 
city editor, followed by his advancement to the office of associate 
editor on the Ist of September, 1940. 

Mr. Hoffman was a man of ability in his chosen field. His knowl- 
edge came to him through practical experience and he early learned 
to discriminate between the essential and the non-essential in gather- 
ing news. He was always most loyal to the interests which he 
represented and to his employers, and his extremely wide acquaint- 
ance in the city enabled him to find material for the Tribune that 
others could not secure, or at least without considerable difficulty. 
It was this that made his writing of ‘“Curbstone Pickups” a most 
widely read column, which was first published in the Sunday 
edition and later appeared thrice weekly, presenting many reminis- 
cences of early days with which he was personally familiar, as well 
as facts gained in his interviews with others. At the time of his 
death he was preparing a series of articles on the mayors of La 
Crosse, many of whom he had known well, so that he could speak 
authoritatively on their administrations. He was also working 
assiduously to secure for La Crosse a public museum in which 
might be preserved the historic records and memoranda of the 
community. 

Mr. Hoffman married Louise Steinmann, of La Crosse, a daughter 
of Daniel and Elizabeth (Smith) Steinmann, both of whom were 
natives of Germany. They came to America about 1866 and settled 
on a farm in La Crosse County, where they lived for fifteen years, 
after which they removed to La Crosse, where Mr. Steinmann was 
employed as an engineer in a mill. Mrs. Hoffman, who was the 
youngest in her parents’ family of nine children, was educated in the 
public schools here and is a member of St. John’s Reformed Church 
and active in its work. 


THE WAUPACA CITY SCHOOLS are a contributing element to the 
high reputation that has been won by Wisconsin in connection with 
her system of public education. It was in the summer of 1851 that 
Mrs. Theodore Thompson opened the first school here, with twenty- 
one pupils in attendance. For her services she received only a dollar 
and a quarter each week, each patron paying his portion of that 
amount according to the number of children from his household in 
attendance. Mrs. E. L. Browne and her sister, Mrs. J. L. Lord, who 
came from Vermont in 1855 and were known as the Parish sisters, 
conducted a private school from soon after their arrival until 1856, 
when both married. In the same year Doctor Marsh, with a few 
others, conducted a Ladies Seminary in his home. Miss Hebard, an 
accomplished teacher from Attica, New York, came in 1856 and later 
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Miss Stede arrived and were teachers in the Seminary until the latter 
became the wife of Dr. W. A. Gordon. 

As the village grew schools were conducted on both sides of the 
river and in 1861 Colonel Duncan McGregor was engaged to take 
charge of the schools, but at the time of the Civil War he enlisted 
for service with the Union Army and Mrs. Marcus Burnham then 
taught the advanced classes. After the war Colonel McGregor again 
took charge, continuing until he became an instructor in the Platte- 
ville Teachers College. 

In 1867 the people of Waupaca built a fine brick schoolhouse, then 
the finest in the county, and it served until 1912, when it was replaced 
by the present building. The regular high school course of study was 
not adopted until 1875, although high school work had been done in 
the school under excellent instructors, and the class of 1876 was the 
first to receive diplomas. The present building, erected in 1912, has 
all modern conveniences of the first class school. To the regular 
course domestic science was added, music and drawing are taught 
and a commercial course furnishes excellent training for those who 
expect to enter the business world. 

One of the early principals of the school was Justice Burnham, who 
later became distinguished in the Pacific Northwest, being called the 
father of the Portland, Oregon, schools. Duncan McGregor, also an 
able principal, was born in Scotland and was educated there, receiving 
his academic training in Kings College at Aberdeen. After leaving 
Waupaca he became connected with the Platteville Teachers College 
and was later made its president. Lydia Humiston was a beloved 
teacher in the Waupaca schools for seventeen years, and a monument 
to her memory was erected in Lakeside cemetery by her former pupils. 

The school properties reflect credit upon the civie spirit of 
Waupaca’s citizens. The high school building has been thoroughly 
modernized and supplied with all modern equipment. A new elemen- 
tary school was buili in 1938, in which the classrooms and corridor 
floors are covered with marbleized asphalt tile blocks in two tone 
colors, while the ceilings are acoustically treated. Maple flooring is 
used only in the two gymnasiums, the stage in the little theater and 
part of the auditorium stage. The stairways and entrance lobbies 
are of terrazzo and the lavatory floors are covered with ceramic tile. 
The walls on the stairways and the foyers of the auditorium and 
gymnasium are of gray-brown trimmed marble. Another outstand- 
ing feature of the school is a radio and public address system with 
loud speakers in every classroom, the oflice, auditorium and gym- 
nasium. An inter-communicating telephone system has also been 
installed with switchboard in the general offices. The quality of 
construction of the school, the choice of material and equipment are 
on the same plane used in leading schools throughout the country. 

A new agricultural building is the latest addition to the school 
property. The high school, the new elementary school and the grade 
school that supplanted the first school built in 1880, are all situated 
in one block, making it most convenient for the development of 
courses. The school system of Waupaca has received commendation 
from the state on the fine work done and the outstanding teachers 
here employed. 

Harold M. Canaan, who is now (1945) superintendent of the 
Waupaca schools, was born in Richland County, Wisconsin, August 
12, 1910, a son of Marshall and Louise (Schauf) Canaan, who were 
parents of two children, Harold and Alvena. The father, who 
devoted his active life to teaching and for a number of terms served 


YUTAADOIA 
(on bas bovixis ebaia esilf 
; 10; SOW oT iw orl] gnisond 
pO : m1 y BlO0l WSIR 3} afliv orl 2A, 
NV OR | by wrt! fonolot) La8t ai bas teva 
| | ai hi 3 i4 ts Jod .elogdee oi) To SRIBAD 


: eee i ee * iil. a i Hiiw go {39a {or 
Ls 722819 VSOMk DA Sit seuss 
li guinatinos sya? A00% 


: “ae ihe ' ‘ 


ayetlo) avaroroT offi¥ 


ry 
ra y tits edauaW to olao it TORE at 

: : : ts 
jtit . i wa : / : leer ort 
j : i" a 
: BUST SB : METS) a 1G MAS YG 
“ i. ty ‘a 
aye | hatgobe toa 

a : f 
‘ : va) i}. i {it 3 : : MUTI og? 
P - ‘ * 
rel i957 et gmioiqibh Sv1999"l OF JAI 


rast 4 | ren BO OO! o mvsbom lis 
ff at 5" : bE rin f vreau abl BEW S2iSive 9329rn ob 821yo5 
(Af io} det doolleoxs sorleiory Seiu09 Isistomoros. # Dag 
tuiid shy astns oF JoeqEs 
» off} To sav 
b omteoed twial 
i of! to tadiat 
Ents % y {eeionira side 
ro ae anf : i ; sintatt oMnebes e ote 


oh, tel gaw bas 


giles off Stinvye .erotes) 


ferys ay | fiito Daa 
aia wits (ti Wibus of) to Triad 
f } rei on nme OSSA y iv Vis 
, ' ‘! ree 

‘yet muy: he CLs" taht 
open euporicl-¥ tO STR SABI 
at poor Tap. ) PIUILIT BAI 
+— - : if4ey evi : > ; Fil ni 58 Fe DMO 
~ os rittet wrt tro none t4atrt ‘TA ntivierRy 
; y! | buseuddsjews itive betesani 
: } 5 ent) .joorge efi to nomWouwtianes 
17 ’ i ¥ Ti & {7 SCG Tika OT Ao 
# fh, ¢ ‘ 

[ 4 “ waihtiud latuiluortys wed A 

; t i ie a al 
rT yt (iste, operat Apoay ; On9 bait Dis {7 T4S{OwW 
, , » fs “, 
ical Seicsts: fi od? bolaeiqque Jans loons 


Mas eerie? 


ny a aeyt f brita. Eos! matty » ows Io esivisg 
“ To “Poche a Tort bes acinseot Og oli svitos Bid bojoveb 


698 WISCONSIN 


as county superintendent of schools of Sauk County, and who received 
his degree from the Platteville Teachers College, is now living retired. 

Harold M. Canaan, who pursued the work of the grades in the 
schools of Cazenovia, Wisconsin, afterward attended the Lime Ridge 
high school and won his Bachelor of Arts degree from the Platteville 
Teachers College in 1932, while in 1936 the Master of Arts degree 
was conferred on him by the University of Wisconsin. He taught in 
the Melrose high school for three years and in 1986 came to Waupaca 
as a class teacher, so continuing until 1940, when he was made high 
school principal and in 1942 was advanced to the position of city 
superintendent of schools. He is a member of the National Education 
Association and the city superintendents division of the Western 
Education Association, and he keeps in close touch with the onward 
trend in educational work and methods. He has membership in St. 
Magdalene’s Catholic Church of Waupaca. He married Dorothy 
Roloff, of Wausau, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the Milwaukee 
State Teachers College and engaged in teaching prior to her marriage. 

The history of the Waupaca schools would not be complete without 
mention of Sophelia M. Kurkowski, now the librarian and teacher of 
history in the Waupaca high school. She was born in Berlin, Wis- 
consin, May 15, 1898, a daughter of Joseph and Clara (Bartol) 
Kurkowski, both of whom were natives of Berlin, Wisconsin, and are 
now deceased. They had two daughters, of whom Josephine is a 
graduate of the Milwaukee State 'Teachers College and now the wife 
of Hollis Wilson, of Amherst. 

Sophelia M. Kurkowski attended the Stevens Point State Teachers 
College and received the Bachelor of Education and Bachelor of Arts 
degrees from the University of Wyoming, which institution conferred 
on her the Master’s degree in 1932. She also studied for a time at 
the University of Texas. Early in her professional career she taught 
school for a year at Red Granite, Wisconsin, and for five years at 
Amherst, after which she came to Waupaca, where she has now taught 
for eighteen years, being first employed as teacher of history. She 
also lectures for various organizations on history and other subjects. 
She is now the school librarian and she is regarded as one of the best 
loved women of the town. Under her enthusiastic direction the 
library has preserved an interesting collection of clippings, pictures, 
letters, pins and insignia which refer to former students of the 
Waupaca schools who have had part in the war effort. It has been 
said by the president of the school board that Waupaca’s interest in 
history and in good reading is largely due to Miss Kurkowski’s efforts 
and influence. She has membership in the American Association of 
University Women and the Woman’s Club, and she belongs to St. 
James Catholic Church at Amherst. 


JUDGE FRANK W. BUCKLIN, who has presided over the County 
Court of Washington County for nineteen years and makes his home in 
West Bend, was born in Butler County, Pennsylvania, October 8, 
1880, a son of Frank J. and Eliza Ellen (Bruner) Bucklin, the former 
of English lineage and the latter of German descent. His grandpar- 
ents on the paternal side were Lucius Rodney and Winnie (Salisbury) 
Bucklin, who on leaving Herkimer County, New York, in 1850 removed 
to Iowa, where they took up their abode onafarm. F. J. Bucklin came 
to Wisconsin in 1884, settling at Brodhead, where he engaged in mer- 
chandising and also conducted a livery stable. He afterward removed 
to South Dakota, where he purchased land and carried on farming 
operations until he retired from business and removed to California, 
where his remaining days were passed, his death there occurring in 
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1925. His widow, Mrs. Eliza E. Bucklin, is still a resident of that 
state. Her parents never left the East. In the family of Frank J. 
and Eliza E. (Bruner) Bucklin were four children. In addition to 
the Judge the others are: Rodney, living in California; Nettie, a 
resident of Plymouth, Wisconsin; and Margaret, who also makes her 
home in California. 

Judge Bucklin attended the public schools of Brodhead, Wisconsin, 
until he had completed the high school course and then continued his 
studies in the University of Wisconsin, from which he received his 
Bachelor of Arts degree. He is self-educated in law, having pursued, 
his reading independently until he had qualified for admission to the 
bar. He was licensed to practice in the courts of the state in 1911. 
In 1915 he entered into partnership with Edward Gehl, which asso- 
ciation was continued until Mr. Gehl entered the United States armed 
forces in 1917. Judge Bucklin then continued in practice alone until 
1926, when he was called to judicial service. He has filled various 
positions of public trust, acting as county superintendent of schools for 
six years, while for an equal period he was district attorney. He was 
also a member of the school board of West Bend for fourteen years, 
and the cause of public education found in him a stalwart champion 
who did much to further educational interests here. In January, 
1926, he became County Court judge and has since remained on the 
bench, covering almost two decades, during which time he has always 
rendered decisions that are strictly fair and impartial and which have 
received the endorsement of the bench and bar alike, as well as of the 
general public. 

Judge Bucklin’s only other interest outside of his official service 
is in the Barton Corporation, of which he was one of the organizers 
and remains one of the largest stockholders. He is a loyal follower 
of Masonry, in which he has attained the thirty-second degree, and he 
belongs to the Rotary Club, while along strictly professional lines he 
is connected with both the County and State Bar associations. He 
finds his recreation in golf, greatly enjoying a game on the links, and 
he and his wife are very prominent in the social circles of the city and 
are much interested in the civic welfare of the community. 

Judge Bucklin married Rose Kuehlthau, of West Bend, and they 
have three daughters. The eldest, Dorothy, born August 9, 1907, is 
a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and did social service work 
prior to her marriage to L. C. West. They now reside in Washington, 
D. C., and they have a son, Hugh West. The second daughter, Bethana, 
born June 10, 1911, is also a graduate of the University of Wisconsin, 
where she took a pre-medical course and later was graduated from the 
University of Chicago Medical College. After receiving her M.D. 
degree she served as interne in the Cook County Hospital for a year 
and a half. She is now the wife of L. C. Deighton, of Wilmette, 
Illinois, and has two daughters, Eve and Jane, and one son, Mark. 
Mary Jane, the youngest of the family, was born March 8, 1917. She 
too graduated from the University of Wisconsin and she is now the 
wife of John Van Vleet, of Wauwatosa, and the mother of two children, 
Lynn and Peter. 


KENNETH E. SALZER is the president of the John A. Salzer Seed 
Company. Seventy-seven years have passed since this business was 
established and it is one of the important commercial features that 
has made the name of La Crosse known not only through the length 
and breadth of this land but in many foreign countries as well. The 
business was founded in 1865 by the Rev. John A. Salzer, grand- 
father of the present president. He was born in Dettingen, Wurtem- 
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berg, Germany, December 8, 1823, and in 1846, when twenty-three 
years of age, he crossed the Atlantic to try his fortune in the new 
world, establishing his home in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, but later 
removing to Galena, Illinois, where he was ordained to the ministry 
of the German Methodist church. His first assignment was in Des 
Moines, Iowa, and later he filled pastorates in Iowa City, Iowa, in 
Manitowoc, West Bend and Baraboo, Wisconsin, and in Peru, Illinois, 
before coming to La Crosse to take over ministerial duties in this 
city, his frequent removals being in accordance with the rulings of 
the church at that time, whereby a pastor could only remain in one 
church for three successive years. Ill health forced. his withdrawal 
from the active work of the ministry in 1869 and he turned to outdoor 
life, devoting his entire time to the greenhouse which he had prev- 
iously established. He had begun selling seeds as early as 1865 and 
subsequently he set aside one corner of his house for the business at 
1205 South Seventh Street, where the Salzer Seed Company still 
operates. In 1868 he built his first greenhouse and that year issued 
his first catalog, a six page pamphlet. Business was at that time 
carried on under the name of the John A. Salzer Floral Gardens 
and each year chronicled an increase in their trade. In 1879 John 
A. Salzer issued an illustrated catalog, picturing plants which he 
handled, and in 1886 his catalogs were issued in German as well as 
in English. 

On the Ist of September, 1886, the business was incorporated 
under the name of the John A. Salzer Seed Company and in addition 
to the founder his children, John P., Henry A., Benjamin F., Anna, 
Bertha, Emma and George, became stockholders and officers of the 
company, all being actively interested in the enterprise until the 
daughters married. In the meantime the trade had developed until it 
reached extensive porportions, ranking it with the foremost seed 
houses of the country. Reverend Salzer married Wilhelmina Jorris, 
and they had ten children, of whom two died in infancy, the others 
being: George, whose death occurred in 1922; Henry A., who died 
in 1916; Anna, who became Mrs. Carl Rau; Bertha Lee, who died in 
1929; Minnie, who passed away at the age of eleven years; John P., 
who died in 1928; Mrs. Emma Hellauer, of Springfield, Missouri; 
and Benjamin F., who passed from this life in 1915. The mother’s 
death occurred June 27, 1886, while the Reverend Salzer died Jan- 
uary 22, 1892. He had been a most generous contributor to various 
educational and charitable projects, and his interest and activity in 
his church was unceasing. 

Following the death of John A. Salzer, his son, Henry A. Salzer, 
was chosen president of the company which his father had founded, 
and under his wise guidance and executive control the business 
steadily increased, their ramifying trade relations reaching into 
every state in the Union and extending into many foreign lands. 
Henry A. Salzer was an astute business man, a forceful executive 
and utilized the sound commercial principles upon which the business 
has rested from its beginning. After his death in 1916 his brother, 
John P. Salzer, succeeded to the presidency and when he passed 
from this life in 1928 Carl Rau became the president, serving until 
July 1, 1932, when he retired from active business and Kenneth E. 
Salzer became head of the company and is still devoting his attention 
to the executive control. 

Kenneth E. Salzer, who has been a lifelong resident of La Crosse 
and is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Henry A. Salzer, was here reared and 
educated and during the first World War joined the army, becoming 


“4Tavo0cIW ity 


sorii-yinswi aofw O88I mi bua Sei 3 isdorssod virgen ied 
wou ont quot eid yal af oigasith. edd heezoi of, eRe To eTuey 
rote) tud .clasvivenaed gtysedeitid oi sod. sid goidetidates bow, 
tatnin: oc} of benishte eew sd osatiw .zioddl) ,wasls.) 0} gnivomer 
qd; w tromeeizes feat vill avuds teibodioM nema sft to 
ry WW .wol gi pajated<eq belli ed aatel bas .ewol @saioM 
joritl ax ii bas anew oodswdl bons bast JeoW »,owolingh 
sidd ai eoiinh ishrotebaing dove oolet ef’ oez0T) aL. 07 xaimoo. soled 
it dtiw aoursbreoos ai goied alevomset taoupett. cil Ye 
; obentes vino a « ydetsdw ortid ted} de dowuds oat» 
yBsTER | bxrtol ath it te Vviexsoque outll sot dower 
. HB i iyow ovitos orld oot 

van bed od pAnichw wolieore off of omit siiine eid witihoveb atit 
5 GUSl eR YiTes 2B HDS perl reed bar oH .bedeildates viewol 
id aid «ol sagod aid io rion so shies Jos od vifneupoedua: 

boot poxiss od). win Josvida dinsvee diuwo@ GORI 


aed 
i 
a 
= 
- 


house? vrov tedt b sodduene imva sid Hind od 8081 mal 29ie19Ga 
ud ted fe anew. ebonient bobdiysrts ygaq xia A golaiad teri, sid 


ths) ist yh A a > Je uen oft vobau mo beritmEe 
iol @7Ri wl sheet wi9dd zexrout as beloicdods {HOY ioee bite 


j y i} ee i ot - 
Pyle isi’dé Pi 6 3¢1 ’ Tie al J ‘ny lBIs » oo : iit TR. peuaal LOXLBG 7. 
‘4 § “ wire sie “ " ’ f _ 
low ea cnoret? nb fsteei oxow egubelao eid OS8L ot hae bothnad 


- deilyatt ai 
hajatad Ww RBS ‘2 c tqa@ to tel of) wO 
poitifba bain witnitiney bose roxtiue .A odo ofl to sorte Sat aspae, 
gctint wumeinad 2A wits idol .cotbiico art webavel sdi of 
le 249 by reblog » sitaved sRios) bas sata .adicse 
fiiow wetie sdf si beteovotnt yviovilen yited Tec agree 
loreal, hot elewt ay sorttiwenn eft .botriam erstdeed 

bis thy i aiAdnAt. ADOLTOgtog gvinnstxs bherdoset 

boa PY iin 4% brosevedl waves sdb To eoemort 

Y ) areal al bath-ow7 orodv . oorhtido wot bed youd bita- 

ib on A wanatl -ESea bssivese diseb svonw .ar0o)) : gated 

. met “sek bis cM onraoed ofw wana ralel ne 

ey iy %) son odt io yews boeeeg ow sinallf yesel 

if yheniacte Yo ~pouslioll amet 2M (aser at beth one 

2pOf al otf eh wort boeaad otfw ,.4 alnei aed bale 

isi) qentek hyretevah att oliciw Baal Te snl batriooo tase 

hed oH Ses SS vise 

YIL4ASOR bas yet) 2th bax atvetow sidetitads bas Tetolissbe 

. sanizeoony Raw ios sie 
soctes & woe foe a! [ Beit te . mito TO reed sii qgniwollod 


whiod bert reniet ei) douiw YWiegiioo aft to trebieorg neeot> aBw 
2S rttestc! fouldos avin bos soitabittg oetw eid soba bo 
oiai ewifoest ccsollalet Shaw? Qntvtier1 tieds ,beasetoni ylibaste 
shiel ueioiol vaonn otnt goibasixe ban aoinU odd ni stale yteve 
svituesxe wise? 2. aia easclived Sinden ce exw soslee A wih 
peacietid oft doldwy moqu xahgontte lisremeaos bivoe sd? bsxitidy bas 
attoad eid O20) at dapeb eid vollA -nainaiyed ef? mort hotest Bad 
basued of watw both Youoktpaig 977 0% babesouss: wosise@ “1 adot 
tau ecicioe Jusbieuig- odd oftigad sett trad BSOt at stil eins ston 
4 Lie euoniautl @vitoe Movt hetites ot nedw Shel Tt yt 
odd 4s : ett woitevob tte 4: bas yaaqitios of} to baod amassed tasiad 
Jotinos ovitusexs ond oF 
ogeett) ssl Yo tasbiaor yroletll a goed aad odw ,toxlee 4 rigomrs > 
bie boxsnot Grad saw weatae .A ware wi baa “Mi to'noe & ai Bas 
etiaosed .votva odd heniot wtW bhioW tei oft gatwb baa bujnouhs 


5 f 
my} OY Tete eos Bois ott W Wood 
; 


rn eee ee re ee eR eS a 


7 e3 
a> 
_ J 
= = i: 
2. 
¥. 
F 
x4 
rs : i: 
" Z 
es 
» ~ 
Ne t 
— oa 


BIOGRAPHY 701 


a lieutenant in the Signal Corps, but the war ended before he could 
be sent overseas. Returning home, he has since been actively con- 
nected with the business of the John A. Salzer Seed Company, and 
gained familiarity with every phase of the enterprise, so that he 
was qualified to take over the management when he was elected to 
the presidency in July, 19382. During the twelve years of his control 
the same high standard has been maintained and its progressive 
methods are in keeping with the modern business trend. The company 
has letters of commendation for its products from all sections of the 
country and in prewar times enjoyed an extensive export trade in 
Australia, Panama, South America, Canada, Africa, Korea and 
India. In addition to Kenneth E. Salzer as president, the officers of 
the company in 1944 are G. Salzer Gordon, secretary, and Roy R. 
Hottman, treasurer. They employ one hundred and seventy during 
the growing and shipping season and the number is not greatly 
lessened during the remainder of the year. They produce the finest 
in both vegetable and flower seeds. Their Cliffwood farm is thoroughly 
supplied with everything needed for production and they have the 
most modern equipment for cleaning seeds and for packing and ship- 
ment, nor do they hesitate to give a money-back guarantee for all 
their products. Their plant in La Crosse is a spacious and substantial 
structure covering several acres of floor space and stands as a monu- 
ment to the three generations of the Salzer family who have headed 
the enterprise. In addition to this business Kenneth E. Salzer is presi- 
dent of the Salzer Land Company. 

Mr. Salzer married Jeannette Hankerson, and their only child is 
Jane, born in 1921. Mrs. Salzer is very active in war work, is now 
head of the Gray Ladies and is active in the Canteen Corps and the 
Red Cross. Mr. Salzer belongs to the American Legion and in all 
matters of citizenship takes a. progressive stand, serving now as 
a4 member of the La Crosse park board. He also belongs to the La 
Crosse Club, the Country Club and the Elks lodge and he has member- 
ship in the Salzer Methodist Memorial Church, which was built as 
a4 memorial to his grandfather, the Rev. John A. Salzer, the honored 
founder and early promoter of the Salzer Seed Company, but who 
more than all else was interested in the religious development of 
the community. 


WILLIAM MAUTHE. Inseparably interwoven with Wisconsin’s 
records is the name of William Mauthe, for he left the indelible . 
impress of his individuality, his personality and his public spirit, 
as well as his business ability, upon many movements and projects for 
the upbuilding and for the honor of the state. All through his life, 
in its manifold and varied relations, he looked beyond the exigencies 
of the moment to the needs and the opportunities of the future, and 
thus when a decisive hour arrived he was ready to meet it, ever 
directing his efforts along constructive lines. He had a large follow- 
ing because of his leadership as an industrialist and business man and 
as one who made politics a source of adoption of high ideals in 
citizenship. 

Wisconsin proudly named William Mauthe as one of her native 
sons. He was born in Appleton, February 12, 1878, and at the usual 
age became a public school pupil, thus continuing his studies until 
1886, when he entered the German-English Academy in Milwaukee. 
During his attendance there he became much interested in physical 
culture and training and gained a place among the leading athletes 
and gymnasts of the state. He then entered the professional field, 
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going to St. Louis, Missouri, where he became a gymnast and athletic 
instructor. . 

Passing from the educational to the business field in 1900, Mr. 
Mauthe was later associated with many commercial and industrial 
enterprises of importance and thus largely contributed to the material 
prosperity of the state. In 1905 he was chosen president and general 
manager of the Northern Casket Company, which became one of 
the largest concerns of the kind in the United States, and later he 
served as its vice president and chairman of the board. After enter- 
ing business civcles his interests constantly broadened in scope and 
importance and his steadily developing powers were a factor in the 
successful management of many interests. In 1911 he became the 
president and general manager of the Fond du Lac Church Furniture 
Company, which was the predecessor of the Sanitary Refrigerator 
Company, and he continued as its executive head until 1934. He had 
the distinction of being the first president of the National Exchange 
Bank of Fond du Lac, of which he later served as vice president and 
as director. Many other enterprises profited by his cooperation and 
sound judgment. He became the vice president of the Bloedel Fuel 
Company, the Zinke Company, the Kummerow Furniture & Rug 
Company of Oshkosh and the Oshkosh Mirror Plate Company. He 
was also an official and director of the Demountable Typewriter Com- 
pany and a representative of the directorate of the Wisconsin Shares 
Corporation of Milwaukee, while with various other corporations 
he was actively and financially associated, always to their growth. 

In public matters pertaining to the welfare of the state Mr. Mauthe 
was very active and influential, and his efforts to protect the natural 
resources of the state led him to be widely known as the “father of 
conservation in Wisconsin.” Because of the value of his service to 
the state the name of Moon Lake in the Kettle Moraine State Forest, 
between Fond du Lac and Sheboygan, was changed to Mauthe Lake 
in his honor. Governor Fred R. Zimmerman, in 1927, first appointed 
him to the conservation commission, which had been newly created, 
and immediately his fellow commissioners elected him to the chair- 
manship, in which capacity he continuously served until 19833. That 
year witnessed his reappointment as a conservation commissioner by 
Governor Philip F. La Follette, but he declined to continue in office 
because of the demands of his many private business affairs. His 
efforts in behalf of conservation won him national recognition in a 
field of vital importance to the country. He was a close friend of the 
late Senator and Mrs. Robert M. La Follette from the time the former 
became a candidate for governor until death called him in 1925 and 
he was also numbered among the close personal friends of the present 
Senator La Follette and of Philip F. La Follette. 

Mr. Mauthe was long active in the ranks of the Progressive party, 
prior to which time he was a Republican. In 1912 and again in 1916 
the Sixth congressional district of Wisconsin sent him as a delegate to 
the Republican National Convention with instruction to support the 
senior Senator La Follette as a candidate for the presidency. In 
1922, when John J. Blaine was Wisconsin’s governor, he appointed 
Mr. Mauthe a member of the State Board of Conciliation and he 
remained in the office until 1927, when he was made a member of the 
Conservation Commission. When the State Department of Commerce 
was created he was made one of its original members, entering upon 
the duties thereof in 1937. Three years before, in 1934, when the 
Progressive party was organized, he delivered the keynote address 
and he worked untiringly to develop and promote the party’s interests 
and growth, serving as its representative at the constitutional con- 
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vention held in Washington, D. C., for the repeal of the national 
prohibition amendment. He advocated much progressive legislation 
for both state and nation and was particularly active in support of 
the workmen’s compensation law during the years when Governor 
McGovern was in office. His endorsement of any measure was an 
indication of his firm belief in its efficacy and his political integrity 
was ever above question. He originated the “steady employment 
plan,” which won nation-wide attention—a plan which was put into 
practice by his business organization in 1930, providing that the 
workers should be paid sixty-five per cent of their wages when they 
were obliged to lay them off. The aim was to provide continuous 
and steady employment for all factory workers, and the principle has 
been incorporated into many business enterprises. 

Mr. Mauthe was as deeply interested in community affairs as he 
was in matters of state and national importance, and because of this 
he was appointed a member of the fire and police commission of Fond 
du Lac and also served on the board of vocational education, the city 
planning commission and as a member of other public groups of the 
city and county. The Association of Commerce chose him as one of 
its first presidents, and he was active in national trade associations 
work, while in business circles he was likewise advanced to leadership. 
He was a memker of the National Refrigerator Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation and was an active member of the Casket Manufacturers Asso- 
ciation of America, filling the office of president in 1920-22, while in 
1911 and 1912 he had been president of the Wisconsin Furniture 
Dealers Association. The Rotary Club also found him a valued 
member. 

On the 29th of October, 1898, Mr. Mauthe married Adele Rueping, 
a daughter of Charles and Emily (Noehle) Rueping, the former born 
in Essen, Germany, and the latter in New York City. Both were 
early residents of Fond du Lac. To the marriage of William and 
Adele Mauthe were born two sons and a daughter: Armin, now 
president and general manager of the Northern Casket Company of 
Fond du Lac; Thelma; and Carlton, now vice president and superin- 
tendent of the Northern Casket Company. The death of William 
Mauthe occurred May 11, 1942, when he had passed the sixty-ninth 
milestone on life’s journey. He was a member of the First Presby- 
terian Church, and the nature of his interests was further indicated 
in the fact that he belonged to Fountain Lodge No. 140, F. & A. M.; 
Darling Chapter No. 20, R.A.M.; Fond du Lac Commandery No. 5, 
K.T., and was a life member of the Scottish Rite Consistory and of 
Tripoli Temple, A.A.O.N.M.S., of Milwaukee. His social contacts 
also came to him through his membership in Fond du Lac Lodge No. 
57, B.P.O.E., and he likewise belonged to the Travelers Protective 
Association. In what field of his life’s activities his influence was 
most strongly felt would perhaps be impossible to determine, but in 
every relation it was a beneficial force that led to higher attainments 
and greater perfection, and his record is one which can scarcely be 
overestimated. 


Orro A. REETZ, who since 1929 has been the superintendent of 
schools at Shawano and who was still in his minority when he took up 
the profession of teaching, was born in Bloomer, Wisconsin, Novem- 
ber 15, 1890, a son of Frederick and Anna (Ross) Reetz, both of whom 
were natives of Posen, Germany. The father was left an orphan 
when but five years of age and later, with his five brothers and sisters, 
he came to the United States, settling first at North Judson, Indiana, 
where after reaching man’s estate he married Anna Ross, who had 
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been brought to this country by her parents when a little maiden of 
thirteen summers, the Ross family also establishing their home in 
North Judson. In 1886 Mr. and Mrs. Frederick Reetz removed to 
Wisconsin and settled at Bloomer, where Mr. Reetz was first employed 
as a laborer, but later he owned and conducted a meat market. 

Otto A. Reetz was the seventh child in the family of ten children 
born to his parents and he pursued his early education in the schools 
of Bloomer, where he was graduated from high school with the class 
of 1912. Before his graduation, however, he taught school for three 
years as principal of the state graded school at Estella. After com- 
pleting his high school course he attended the Superior Normal 
School, where he was graduated in 1914 and during the ensuing 
scholastic period he taught in Plum City, as principal of the grade 
school. The succeeding year was spent as a teacher in Birchwood, 
and through these teaching periods he managed to save enough money 
to enable him to attend the University of Wisconsin, after having 
spent two previous summer sessions at the University of Minnesota. 

Having won his Bachelor of Philosophy degree at the State Uni- 
versity, Mr. Reetz next spent a year as principal of the schools of 
Edgar, Wisconsin, and then put aside all professional and personal 
considerations to join the United States Army during World War I. 
He became a member of the Fifty-seventh Engineers and went over- 
seas, spending a year in France, while later he was with the Army of 
Occupation in Germany, receiving his discharge August 11, 1919. 

With his return to Wisconsin Mr. Reetz resumed teaching, spend- 
ing two years as principal of the schools of Wittenberg, Shawano 
County, after which he taught history and sociology at the White- 
water State Teachers College for eight years. On leaving there he 
came to Shawano to accept the superintendency of the schools here 
and for fifteen years has headed the educational system of this city. 
He is a man of pleasing personality and kindly disposition as well as 
of keen mentality that has been strongly developed, and he has 
greatly endeared himself to this community. He has the respect and 
good will of the pupils, the cooperation and support of the teachers 
and the endorsement of the general public, and under his wise super- 
vision the schools have made steady progress along the lines of modern 
educational improvement. 

At the annual meeting of the electors of the school district of 
Shawano, held July 14, 1879, a resolution was adopted for the 
establishment of a free high school, the vote having been taken by 
ballot, as prescribed by law. Out of thirty-three votes cast twenty- 
nine were for the project and accordingly in the winter of 1880 the 
work of organizing a high school was carried on, the school being 
opened in the spring of 1881, L. D. Roberts becoming the first prin- 
cipal. He continued in that position until 1888, when he was suc- 
ceeded by J. J. Thompson. Examination of applicants for admission 
to the high school was held in 1880 and a class of four was graduated 
in 1881, since which time a class has been graduated each year except 
1882, when a year was added to the course. At that time the Searing 
course was adopted and later was superseded by an English and a 
scientific course. In 1891 the school was placed on the accredited list 
of the University of Wisconsin. 

The Lincoln school building was completed in 1888, the south half 
of the upper story being reserved for high school purposes. In 1892 
Miss Brant was engaged as assistant principal and was succeeded by 
Mary E. Godell, and in 1895 it was found necessary to add another 
teacher to the high school faculty. In 1897 the classical course, as 
mapped out by the University of Wisconsin, was adopted and in 1901 
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the curriculum was extended to include four years’ courses in German 
and Latin. In the fall of 1902 the new high school building was 
ready for occupancy and this was replaced in 1916 with the present 
high school structure. Athletics have always been featured in the 
school work, baseball, basketball and football furnish recreation for 
the student body, as does music, which is represented in the school 
orchestra and a glee club. The steady progress of the school under 
the wise direction of Mr. Reetz is very satisfactory to the public. 

Mr. Reetz married Alta Hansen, who was born at Ashland, Wis- 
consin, and is of Danish descent. She is a graduate of Milwaukee 
Downer College, which she attended after completing a course in the 
Bloomer high school, and prior to her marriage she engaged in 
teaching. Mr. and Mrs. Reetz have three children: Anne, who was 
born June 12, 1924, attended high school in Shawano and then studied 
for a year at Gulf Park in Gulfport, Mississippi, before entering the 
University of Wisconsin. Virginia, born July 16, 1925, is a high 
school graduate of Shawano, also studied for a year in Gulf Park and 
is now specializing in merchandising at the University of Wisconsin. 
Mary, born July 25, 1928, is a junior in high school. Both Mr. and 
Mrs. Reetz have membership in the Presbyterian church, and she is 
president of the Shawano Woman’s Club and is very active in Red 
Cross work. Mr. Reetz has membership in the National Education 
Association and the Wisconsin Education Association, and thus keeps 
abreast with all advanced steps which are being taken in educational 
methods and procedure. He is also a member of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society and belongs to the Rotary Club and the American 
Legion. He has been active in various war agencies and he has 
directed large pageants in Chicago, Minnesota, Illinois and elsewhere. 
He was the organizer of the Boys Honorary Club, which draws its 
membership from high school boys and which was formed before the 
Boy Scouts movement was introduced here. This organization owns 
sixty acres of land, on which it has built a large log cabin, and Mr. 
Reetz gives unstintingly of his time teaching the boys reforestation 
and sportsmanship. Through the proceeds of their endeavor he has 
brought real talent to Shawano, such as Upton Close, Madame Schu- 
mann-Heink, Carl Sandburg and others, the entertainments being 
sponsored by the club. His boys, as Mr. Reetz calls them, have twice 
won state recognition in dramatics, twice in oratory, twice in debate 
and innumerable times in athletics. He regards no effort on his part 
too great if it will assist in the physical and mental development of 
youth and in character upbuilding. 


ADAM GEORGE PFEILER, M.D. Back of his arrival in Sheboygan 
Falls where he opened an office in December, 1916, Doctor Pfeiler had 
had some broad experience in the work of the medical profession, 
especially in the field of industrial practice. His service to his fel- 
lowmen in connection with his chosen calling has been of wide scope 
and there are many who attest to its value and worth, as shown by the 
liberal patronage now accorded him. 

Doctor Pfeiler was born in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, August 30, 1885, 
a son of Adam and Emma (Scheibe) Pfeiler, and a grandson of John 
Pfeiler, who came from Germany in the late 1840s and, making his 
way to Sheboygan, there engaged in the hotel business, conducting the 
Park Hotel, which was one of the leading hostelries of this part of 
the state. He also engaged in the manufacture of pottery. The 
grandfather of Doctor Pfeiler on the maternal side was Christian 
Scheibe, who owned a brewery at Centerville, Wisconsin. The Doc- 
tor’s father was identified with a restaurant and tavern business in 
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Sheboygan, his restaurant having a state-wide reputation for its 
foods and its fine bar. He was also an accomplished musician, a con- 
cert flutist and a member of the Sheboygan Sextette, a well known 
musical organization. 

Doctor Pfeiler completed his public school training in the Sheboy- 
gan high school and while a student there was prominent in athletics, 
football, basketball, baseball and track work. He was graduated with 
the class of 1905 and engaged in clerking in a drug store for a brief 
time before entering the Northwestern University Medical School, 
where he completed his course and received his professional degree in 
1910. His college fraternity was Omega Upsilon Phi. Having served 
his interneship in St. Mary’s Hospital of Duluth, he was then with the 
Alger Smith Lumber Company and its subsidiary, the Duluth & North- 
ern Minnesota Railroad Company, in industrial practice at Knife 
River, Minnesota, for two years. Later he was connected with Rood 
Hospital on its medical and surgical staffs in industrial practice at 
Buhl, Minnesota, and at Hibbing, that state, being physician and 
surgeon for the Mesaba Range Railroad Company, the Great North- 
ern Railroad Company and several large mining companies from 1913 
to 1916. While there residing he also took an active part in com- 
munity affairs, serving on the Buhl school board and was active in 
public health work in both Buhl and Hibbing. 

Returning to his native county in December, 1916, Doctor Pfeiler 
has since practiced in Sheboygan Falls, devoting his attention to 
general practice in both medicine and surgery, for which his previous 
broad experience had well qualified him. He has always remained a 
close student of the profession, reading broadly and thinking deeply 
along this line and at all times keeping in touch with the latest 
knowledge that scientific research and investigation has brought to 
light. He is now public health officer for the city of Sheboygan Falls 
and for the towns of Sheboygan Falls and Lima, and is serving on 
the pension board. Fraternally he is a Mason, with membership in 
St. John’s Lodge No. 24, F.&A.M., and in the Royal Arch Chapter, and 
a member of the I.0.0.F. and B.P.O.E. He is a football fan and a lover 
of athletics of all kinds, an interest that has continued since his school 
days. He is a member of the American Medical Association, the Wis- 
consin State and Sheboygan Medical societies. 

In June, 1913, at Buhl, Minnesota, Doctor Pfeiler married Hana 
Reynolds, who was born and reared in Michigan. Her father, Caul 
Reynolds, now deceased, was engaged in railroading in Michigan and 
Minnesota, becoming general agent of the Duluth & Northern Minne- 
sota Railroad Company, and when the Alger Smith Lumber Company, 
which owned the railroad, discontinued its lumber operations, he 
removed westward and was living in California at the time of. his 
death. Mrs. Pfeiler is helpfully interested in the cultural, religious 
and benevolent work of Sheboygan Falls, is a member of St. Peter’s 
Episcopal Church, the Eastern Star and the Woman’s Club. Doctor 
and Mrs. Pfeiler are parents of one daughter, Helen, who was edu- 
cated at Stevens College of Columbia, Missouri, and the State Teachers 
College at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. She is now the wife of Gordon Grube, 
who is with the Northern Furniture Company of Sheboygan, and they 
have one daughter, Gail Grube. 


EDWARD B. SAMP, manager of the La Crosse Telephone Company, 
to which branch of business he has devoted practically his entire 
life, was born in Spencer, South Dakota, March 9, 1897. His parents, 
Gustav and Louise (Baars) Samp, were natives of Germany and 
came with their parents to the United States, Gustav Samp being then 
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about fifteen years of age. They first settled in fowa and afterward 
removed to South Dakota, where the father became a successful 
farmer. 

The ninth in order of birth in a family of ten children, Edward 
B. Samp spent his youthful days under the parental roof and during 
that time pursued a public school education which he completed by 
graduation from the high school of Spencer, while later he took two 
years in business administration in a school of Grand Island 
Nebraska. When this country became involved in World War I he 
enlisted for service and became a corporal with the American 
Mission Reserve Mallet on detached service with the French Army, 
and later spent eleven months overseas, receiving his discharge in 
June, 1919. 

Returning to his old home in Spencer, South Dakota, Mr. Samp 
became identified with the Spencer Telephone Company, accepting 
the position of lineman, in which capacity he served for two years. 
He then: went to Canova, South Dakota, where he was made manager 
of the Citizens Telephone Company, there continuing until December, 
1924, when he became associated with the McGraw interests owning 


the La Crosse Telephone Company. In 1939 he became district man- 


ager at La Crosse and has since acceptably and efficiently filled this 
position, giving to the public a service which fully meets the public 
demand. Thus he has worked his way steadily upward since first 
becoming associated with the telephone business, and his direction 
of affairs shows an intelligent understanding of the work in every 
particular. He had a signal honor conferred on him when he was 
the only man selected from the independent telephone group to take 
an orientation course at the Command and General Staff School at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Mr. Samp married Vera Fralich, of Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin, 
a daughter of Frank Fralich, who for many years was the manager 
of the Hoard dairy farm at that place. Mr. and Mrs. Samp have 
become parents of two children. Bernard, born January 26, 1920, 
attended the University of Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 
September, 1948, having taken preparatory law work. He then 
entered the midshipmen’s school at Notre Dame and is now a lieu- 
tenant junior grade, on ‘the U. S. S. LSM 396. Ardis Samp, who was 
born in Spencer, South Dakota, November 4, 1922, is a graduate of 
the high school of La Crosse and also took a course in the vocational 
school. She is now a secretary at the Camp McCoy Base Hospital. 

Mr. Samp is a member of the Methodist church, the Masonic 
fraternity, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Ameri- 
can Legion, the Rotary Club, the Chamber of Commerce and the 
La Crosse Club, associations that indicate the nature of his interests 
and the rules that govern his conduct in all his relations with his 
fellowmen. He enjoys hunting and fishing when leisure permits but 
allows nothing to interfere with the faithful performance of his 
duties in other connections. 


ALBERT C. WEBER. The student of history cannot carry his inves- 
tigations far in the annals of Shawano County and this section of 
Wisconsin without learning of the important part that Albert C. 
Weber has played in the development and upbuilding of this area. 
He has been the promoter of much that has been accomplished here, 
and many of the chief business interests have felt the stimulus of his 
enterprise and progressive spirit. Today he is largely living retired, 
but while taking no active part in business management he still looks 
after and supervises his investments with the same sound judgment 
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he has already displayed. Moreover he is recognized as the authority 
on historical matters in this section of the state, where he has 
witnessed the transformation from pioneer times to this era of 
modern day development. 

Mr. Weber was born in Shawano, April 2, 1871, a son of August 
and Augusta (Barfknecht) Weber, both of whom were natives of 
Germany. The father came to the United States when about twenty- 
two years of age and settled in Kentucky, but after a short time spent 
in that state came north to Wisconsin and took up his abode in 
Shawano County at a period when Indians still roamed through the 
wilderness and occupied their wigwams in the dense forests. Before 
leaving the old country August Weber had learned blacksmithing and 
continued to work at the trade after arriving in Wisconsin. Some 
time later he was appointed Government blacksmith on the Menomi- 
nee Indian reservation, and in many ways he contributed to the work 
of reclaiming this district for the purposes of civilization. To him and 
his wife were born four children, of whom three are now deceased. 

Having been enrolled as a pupil in the public schools of. Shawano, 
Albert C. Weber passed through consecutive grades to the high school, 
from which he was graduated with the class of 1887. He was 
ambitious and very desirous to earn money, so he began working as a 
lumberjack and as a river driver, being thus employed for several 
years. He was afterward appointed deputy register of deeds, which 
position he filled from 1891 until 1893 and he then started reading law 
in the office of Michael J. Wallrich, a prominent attorney, but after 
three weeks he decided that he did not care to make law practice his 
life work. However, this early acquaintance with Mr. Wallrich 
ripened into a warm friendship and an association that led to their 
partnership in a number of business enterprises. They organized the 
business of the Shawano Abstract Company and Mr. Weber continued 
to conduct this for a number of years. While in the abstract business 
he and Mr. Wallrich organized a timber and logging company and 
engaged in the purchase and sale of timber in this part of the state. 
They also organized the Langlade Land & Lumber Company, which 
continued its operations until 1919, when Mr. Weber sold his interest 
in the business. He was afterward senior partner in the Weber & 
Anderson Log & Timber Company, which was formed in 1920 and 
with which he was associated until 1937, when the partnership was 
dissolved. In 1915 Mr. Weber was identified with the organization of 
the Shawano Canning Company and the present plant was built. He 
was also interested in the Clintonville Canning Company, these two 
companies in season employing five hundred people. 

Mr. Weber was instrumental and active in promoting the project 
and was assistant council in 1907 when the Wisconsin & Northern 
Railroad was built. He made the original draft of the plans for the 
railroad that was built through this section and served the logging 
interests. He was also one of the organizers of the First National 
Bank and served as one of its directors until it was closed in 1983. 
He still owns considerable real estate, including valuable farm lands 
and river and lake front property and he platted several tracts of 
land for development purposes. His judgment in business affairs has 
always been sound and his broad vision has enabled him to recognize 
and utilize opportunities that others have passed heedlessly by. 

One of his outstanding activities has been prompted by his interest 
in Boy Scout work. He has made this his hobby and thereby has been 
of much assistance to the youth of the community. The Boy Scout 
property in this area covers fourteen hundred acres, with ten miles 
of river front and gives the Scouts excellent opportunity to engage 
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in out-of-door life. Mr. Weber is the president of the Boy Scout 
council and a member of the executive board. His humanitarian 
spirit is also shown in the fact that he was one of the organizers of 
the local hospital, and its president for twelve years. This is one of 
the finest and most complete in its equipment among the smaller 
hospitals in the state. Today, having retired from active work, Mr. 
Weber is a gentleman farmer, deriving a substantial income from the 
investments he has wisely made. He is a Rotarian and fraternally is 
a Mason who loyally upholds the high principles of the craft, to which 
he has belonged for forty-nine years. 

Mr. Weber was married on the Ist of August, 1908, to Marry E. 
Dodge, a daughter of Fred and Ida (Gumaer) Dodge. Her mother 
was born in Washington, D. C., March 26, 1846, and became the wife 
of Mr. Dodge on August 19, 1866. She was a daughter of Elias D. 
Gumaer. Mrs. Weber’s grandfather, Elias Gumaer, was the inventor 
and maker of the first envelope, producing this in 1830 when he was 
in charge of the document room of the House of Representatives in 
Washington, D. C. Fred A. Dodge, father of Mrs. Weber, was born 
at Seneca Falls, New York, January 17, 1833, and was the second in 
order of birth in a family of thirteen children. In his boyhood days 
he came west and remained a resident of Wisconsin until his death 
in 1915. His wife survived him until 1932, when she also passed from 
this life. 

Mr. and Mrs. Weber have had no children of their own but have 
given loving care, attention and consideration to an adopted daughter, 
Marjory, who became a member of their household at the age of three 
years. She attended Lawrence College and is a graduate of the 
University of Wisconsin and is now the wife of Jacob Klein, who is 
plant superintendent of the Shawano Canning Company. They have 
two children, Albert Weber Klein, born in June, 1942, and Jacob Carl 
Klein, born January 26, 1945. Mr. Weber is considered the historian 
of this section of Wisconsin. His memory goes back to the early days 
when the pioneer builders struggled through the hardships of frontier 
life, and he has long taken an active part in pushing forward the 
wheels of progress. He has led a busy and useful life and has made 
notable contribution to the state’s history. He is a gentleman of the 
old school, alert and enterprising though he has passed the Psalmist’s 
span of three score years and ten, and he still gives personal attention 
to his far-flung enterprises. 


THE LA CROSSE THEATERS COMPANY had its origin way back in 
the days when the old La Crosse and Majestic theaters were still 
presenting vaudeville. F. R. Schwalbe and F. L. Koppelberger became 
associated in the ownership and management of these two theaters 
and the name of Schwalbe has since been connected with the public 
amusement interests of the city. Frank R. Schwalbe was a son of 
Joseph Schwalbe, a native of Germany, who, coming to the United 
States, engaged in business in La Crosse as a contractor and builder 
and was thus closely identified with the improvement of the city. His 
son Frank R. became associated with him in his building operations 
and they were awarded the contracts for and built the postoffice, 
the Grandview Hospital, the Logan high school, the Rivoli building, 
the Newburg building, the Majestic theater (now the Wisconsin 
theater) and many other leading structures of La Crosse. Frank R. 
Schwalbe married Charlotte Kohlhaus, a daughter of Jacob Kohlhaus, 
one of the early settlers of La Crosse and one of the founders of the 
Segelke-Kohlhaus Company. Mrs. Charlotte Schwalbe is still living 
but Frank R. Schwalbe has passed away. 
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The theater interests of the city, however, have been continued 
under the management of members of the family here and today 
the La Crosse Theaters Company owns the Wisconsin, Rivoli, Riviera 
and Strand theaters, leading amusement houses of the city, where 
they display the productions of Republic, Metro, Warner Brothers, 
Universal, R. K. O. and other leading film producers, thus presenting 
the latest and best in moving pictures. The theaters are modern in 
equipment, comfortable as to seating capacity and are liberally 
patronized, so that the company now employs seventy people. M. 
Rosenstein is the president of the company with Edwin Schwalbe 
as the secretary, treasurer and general manager. 

Edwin Schwalbe has been a lifelong resident of La Crosse, where 
he was born March 1, 1894, a son of Frank R. and Charlotte (Kohl- 
haus) Schwalbe. In the pursuit of his education he attended the 
grade and high schools here and later was a student at the University 
of Wisconsin for a time. He then became associated with his father 
in theater work, but at the time of the first World War he enlisted 
for service and became a member of the Thirty-second Division, with 
which he was connected when in this country. He was commissioned 
a captain and afterward spent ten months overseas with an infantry 
division, and after his return home he remained a member of the 
Reserves for a time. 

Again in La Crosse, Mr. Schwalbe once more joined the theater 
organization and in 1920 he was made the manager of the Rivoli 
theater, the largest and best of the city. On the death of Mr. Kop- 
pelberger, on the 21st of May, 1943, Edwin Schwalbe succeeded to 
the office of secretary, treasurer and general manager of the company 
and now bends every energy to the careful direction of the business, 
maintaining the high standards which have always featured in the 
control of the different houses owned by the company. He keeps in 
touch with everything that means advance in connection with the 
amusement interests of the city and at the same time displays the 
qualities of the substantial business executive. 

Edwin Schwalbe married Marjorie Abramson, of La Crosse. He 
is widely and favorably known in La Crosse, where he has always 
lived, and he has membership in the Masonic fraternity, the Elks 
lodge and the La Crosse Club. 

Arthur Schwalbe, brother of Edwin Schwalbe, also remains in 
active association with the business interests of La Crosse, carrying 
on the general contracting business that was conducted for many 
years by his grandfather and his father and which is still operated 
under the name of F. R. Schwalbe & Son, a name long prominent 
in connection with the industrial development of the city. 


FreEpD G. BISHOP, first assistant to the state superintendent of edu- 
cation at Madison, served his apprenticeship as superintendent of 
schools for twenty-three years at Two Rivers, Wisconsin. He was 
born at Beetown, this state, March 23, 1885, a son of George M. and 
Elizabeth (Sturmer) Bishop, who were also natives of Wisconsin. The 
father followed farming until about twenty years ago, when he re- 
tired and moved to Dubuque, Iowa, where he later passed away. The 
mother, however, is still living. 

Fred G. Bishop was the eldest of three children and pursued his 
early education in the grade schools of North Andover and in the high 
school at Cassville. Later he enrolled at the State Teachers College at 
Oshkosh, from which he was graduated in 1905. Then he spent two 
years at the University of Wisconsin, which awarded him the Bachelor 
of Arts degree in 1915. He spent seven full summer terms at the Uni- 
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versity of Wisconsin and four summer sessions at Columbia Univer- 
sity in New York City, where he gained the Master’s degree in 1930. 

Mr. Bishop has devoted his entire life to educational activities and 
has progressed far in this field. He was principal of the Lincoln ele- 
mentary school at Oconto, Wisconsin, for a few months and assistant 
principal of the high school at Mondovi for three years. Then he be- 
came supervising principal at Wonewoc, Wisconsin, remaining there 
until 1914. From 1915 until 1920 he was superintendent of schools at 
Shawano and then went to Two Rivers, where he remained in charge 
of the public schools until 1948, when he resigned to accept the state 
appointment. While at Two Rivers he did outstanding work as super- 
intendent of schools. He sponsored construction of Washington high 
school, which is one of the finest in the state. It was built during his 
tenure of office at a cost of a million dollars and incorporates many of 
his advanced ideas. Mr. Bishop is connected with all the leading pro- 
fessional societies which are furthering the interests of public in- 
struction. . 


Dr. ANTHONY J. FREDERICK. The medical profession finds a 
worthy representative in Dr. Anthony J. Frederick, who for ten 
years has practiced in Columbus, where he is accorded a liberal 
patronage. He is also much interested in civic affairs and in matters 
of citizenship maintains.a most progressive attitude. The Doctor 
was born in Amsterdam, New York, July 4, 1904, and is therefore 
just in the prime of life with perhaps many more years of usefulness 
before him. He is of Austrian descent, his grandparents in both the 
paternal and maternal lines being natives of Austria, whence they 
came to this country prior to the Civil War. They always remained 
in the East and Anthony F. and Theresa (Kral) Frederick, parents 
of the Doctor, were born in the State of New York. The father, 
who was engaged in business as a contractor, died in 1934, and the 
mother is still living in the East. They had a family of ten children, 
of whom Anthony J. was the sixth in order of birth. 

After finishing the work of the grades and the high school in 
Amsterdam,. New York, Doctor Frederick attended St. Francis 
College at Floyd’s Knob, Indiana, and next entered Marquette Uni- 
versity, where the Bachelor of Science degree was conferred on him 
in 1928, while in 1932 he there won his professional degree, having 
completed the four years’ course in medicine. He spent one year 
as interne in the Milwaukee County Hospital, where practical experi- 
ence largely supplemented his technical training, and in the latter 
part of 1982 he came to Columbus, where he has since successfully 
practiced. For a period of six months he was associated with 
Doctor Murdoch and since that time has practiced independently. 
His patronage has grown year by year as he has demonstrated his 
ability to cope with the intricate and complex problems of health 
and now makes large demand upon his time and energies. Profes- 
sional problems are of deep interest to him from both the humani- 
tarian as well as the scientific standpoint, and he therefore keeps in 
close touch with the scietntific investigations that are bringing to light 
so many truths connected with the laws of life. He is serving on the 
staff of the local hospital in addition to caring for his large private 
practice, and he has membership in the Tri-County Medical Society, 
the Wisconsin State Medical Association and the American Medical 
Association. 

Doctor Frederick was first married to Miss Bertha E. Wiltzius, 
of Milwaukee, who was a graduate of Sts. Peter and Paul school of 
that city. They became the parents of three children; Francis, born 
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March 4, 1932; Elaine, born September 26, 1934; Kathleen, born 
March 11, 1989. Mrs. Bertha Frederick died December 23, 1941. 
On August 21, 1948, Doctor Frederick was married to Miss Roshara 
Bussewitz, of Horicon, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin. She had taught English and Latin in Oconomowoe 
and Milwaukee high schools. They are the parents of Rosemary, born 
August 25, 1944. Doctor and Mrs. Frederick have membership in 
St. Jerome’s Catholic Church and the Doctor is also connected with 
the Knights of Columbus. He is an active member of the Columbus 
Golf Club, the Kiwanis Club and the Boy Scout Council. Mrs. 
Frederick is active in Girl Scout work, the Woman’s Civic Club, 
Band Mothers, Golf Club and other civic activities, as well as in 
taking care of the four fine healthy children. Doctor Frederick is 
the president of the Alliance Conservation League and is intensely 
interested in that line of work. One of his strong motive forces is 
seen in his desire to help boys, to give them the right outlet for their 
activities and to direct their interests along lines that will bring 
out the best in their natures. He believes that if a boy can be 
interested in the great out-of-doors and is taught to appreciate nature 
he will easily develop into the right kind of citizen. He spends all 
of his leisure hours, aside from his profession, in promoting the 
conservation plan, and he and other leading men of the community 
have banded together in a real working effort whereby they promote 
the beauty and preservation of the forest that all may enjoy what 
nature has to offer to the human race. He greatly enjoys hunting 
and fishing, in which he indulges when he has an idle hour, but these 
are few in his life because of the extent and importance of his 
practice and by reason of his activity along progressive civic lines, 
especially for the benefit of youth. 


Dr. BURR MANUEL MCWILLIAMS, who measures up to all the high 
and exacting requireinents of dental practice, is well known as a 
leader and able representative of the science of exodontia which he 
has chosen to make his life work. He never deviates from the ethical 
standards of the dental profession and he is most accurate in applying 
his knowledge in a practical manner to the needs of his many patrons. 
He has practiced altogether for twenty-four years, eighteen years of 
which time has been spent in Madison, where he today has a well 
equipped and appointed office. 

Doctor McWilliams was born in Oregon, Wisconsin, March 19, 
1897, a son of Elmer D. and Harriet (Wolfe) McWilliams, who were 
farming people. ‘The father has now passed from this life, but the 
mother still makes her home in the town of Oregon. Elmer D. Mec- 
Williams was a son of John McWilliams, who was a native of North 
Carolina, but was taken to Oneida County, New York, by his parents 
when ten years old. In 1848 he accompanied a family named Augur 
by way of the lakes to Milwaukee and by wagon to Madison. During 
that winter and spring he split seven thousand fence rails for Mr. 
Augur. In 1845 he bought his first forty acres, near Oregon, Dane 
County, and set out his first orchard the next year. He was active 
in local civic affairs, and served as supervisor, collector and in other 
local offices. The grandfather of Dr. Burr M. McWilliams in the 
maternal line was Manuel Wolfe, another of the Oregon pioneers. He 
was born at New Market, Upper Canada, in 1826, and was brought 
by his parents to Richland County, Ohio, in 1836. He taught winter 
school there before coming to Walworth County, Wisconsin, in 1846, 
where he taught school one year. In 1847 he bought land at Oregon 
in Dane County. He married Emma Gifford, of Jefferson County, 
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New York, who was also a school teacher. Doctor McWilliams is the 
elder of the two children born to his parents, his sister being Cath- 
erine, who became the wife of Lee Mutchler and is now a resident 
of Fitchburg, Wisconsin. 

After mastering the branches of learning taught in the grades 
and in the high school of Oregon, Doctor McWilliams began prepara- 
tion for a professional career by becoming a student in the Chicago 
College of Dental Surgery, where he spent four years and was grad- 
uated with the class of 1921. On concluding studies there he went 
to the Mayo Clinic for two years on a fellowship and for three years 
thereafter was a dental surgeon there as a member of their regular 
staff, gaining broad and valuable experience through his association 
with eminent members of the profession. 

On the expiration of that period in 1926 Doctor McWilliams went 
to Milwaukee, where he joined Dr. L. A. Wandell, continuing in the 
practice of dental surgery in that city until 1927. He then removed 
to Madison, where he opened an office and has since successfully fol- 
lowed his chosen calling. It was not long before he was well estab- 
lished in practice here, for he soon demonstrated his ability to do 
most efficient work in dental extraction, and with the passing years 
his patronage has steadily grown in volume and importance. He has 
all modern facilities, utilizes the most modern instruments and meth- 
ods and at all times keeps abreast with the latest researches and dis- 
coveries in dentistry. 

In 1920 Doctor McWilliams was married to Marie Herfurth Vaas, 
of Madison, a daughter of August H. and Alice (Herfurth) Vaas, 
both of whom came from well known pioneer Madison families. Doc- 
tor and Mrs. McWilliams have a daughter and son: Jean Alice, who 
was born in Rochester, Minnesota, May 30, 1926, and is now attending 
the University of Wisconsin, and Burr M. Jr., born in Madison, April 
26, 1930. Mrs. McWilliams is a member of the Woman’s Club and 
the State Dental Auxiliary, the Doctor having membership in the 
Dane County, Wisconsin State and American Dental associations, 
whose proceedings keep him in touch with the most advanced thought 
and methods of the profession. He also is a Mason of high rank, 
having taken the Scottish Rite degrees in the consistory, and he has 
crossed the sands of the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine. 


FRANCIS EK. MANNING, who passed from this life in 1944, at the 
comparatively early age of forty-six years, was a most respected 
citizen and prominent in the business circles of Shawano, where he 
made his home for eighteen years. He was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
August 21, 1897, a son of Joseph and Laura (Ogden) Manning, both 
natives of Maryland. In their family were twelve children, of whom 
Francis E. Manning was the seventh in order of birth. He received 
his early educational training in the St. Charles parochial school of 
his native city and next attended St. Ignatius high school there, after 
which he took up the study of embalming. About the time he attained 
his majority he enlisted for service in World War I. 

After the war Mr. Manning continued his studies until he had 
completed a course in the Worsham School of Embalming in Chicago, 
being licensed to practice his chosen profession in 1920, after which he 
was connected with the Klaner Mortuary of that city and later with 
the McCreedy Mortuary of Chicago. In 1925 he removed to Shawano 
and purchased a residence at 412 South Franklin Street, which he 
converted into a fine funeral home that is beautifully appointed and 
tastefully and admirably furnished. A hearse and ambulance service 
are maintained and in addition a full line of caskets is carried. In 
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fact there is every equipment of the modern funeral home, and the 
methods of the house are highly satisfactory to the general public. 

Mr. Manning was a member of the American Legion and of the 
40 and 8 society. He was also identified with the Lions Club and in 
religious faith was a devout Catholic, having membership in the 
Sacred Heart Church. He also belonged to the Knights of Columbus, 
which order draws its membership from only those of the Catholic 
belief, and he served as the first grand knight of the council in 
Shawano. He likewise had membership in the Holy Name Society, 
and he did everything he could to promote the church work and 
extend its influence. He was connected with the local eerie of the 
Fraternal Order of Eagles, of which he served as treasurer, and he 
was very active in supporting and promoting the work of the Boy 
Scouts of America, desiring that the youth of the community should 
have every opportunity to develop physically and along the line of 
civic responsibility as well. Thus his life in many ways became of 
signal service to his community and he was accorded the warm regard 
of those who knew him, while his death was a matter of deep regret 
to his friends and neighbors as well as his immediate family and to 
the organizations with which he was connected, these including the 
Shawano Club as well as those already mentioned. 

Mr. Manning had married Catherine Quevillon, of Chicago, a 
daughter of Thomas and Margaret (Donahue) Quevillon, the father 
a native of Chicago, while the mother was born in Ireland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Manning became the parents of three daughters, the eldest being 
Mary Margaret, who was born February 4, 1922) in Chicago. She 
attended the parochial schools, then spent four years in high school, 
after which she studied for a year and a half in the College of St. 
Scholastica. She next entered St. Francis Hospital at Evanston, 
[linois, but discontinued her course there to take up the study of 
embalming in the Worsham School of Chicago. She is now a licensed 
embalmer and is active in the business with her mother, who has 
conducted the funeral home since her husband’s death. Catherine 
Anne, the second daughter, was born August 9, 1928, and is a student 
in St. Vincent de Paul’s Hospital Nursing School at Norfolk, Virginia. 
Francine, born December 26, 1936, is a pupil in the Shawano schools. 

Mrs. Manning is capably carrying on the business which was 
established by Mr. Manning and in this she has the assistance of her 
eldest daughter and two employes. Mrs. Manning is a member of 
Sacred Heart Church and she belongs to the Christian Mothers 
Society and to the Legion Auxiliary. She is also a member of the 
Senior Women’s Club of Shawano and has been active in the Gir] 
Scout program of Shawano. 


THE NORTHERN GLOVE & MITTEN COMPANY, a Wisconsin corpora- 
tion originated on July 5, 1920, when the company received its charter. 
The plant was located originally on the corner of Main and Baird 
Streets, Green Bay, remaining in this location for several] years. From 
the beginning the company engaged in the manufacturing of grain 
leathers such as horsehides, deerskins and split leathers into gloves 
and mittens, which at that time were sold to retailers. 

Continual expansion caused the company several years ago to 
purchase the property known as 1514-22 Morrow Street. The build- 
ing on this location was revamped to fit glove manufacturing needs, 
and in 1940 it was again found necessary to build an additional 
structure for plant expansion. 

The company continued to specialize in grain leathers and pro- 
ceeded to utilize the native deerskin stock into sport items, which were 
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sold under the brand name Polarmits. When war was declared, how- 
ever, the company turned its entire resources of manufacturing 
over to Government needs and has been able to produce a volume 
annually far in excess of units produced prior to the war. The 
officers of the company are W. C. Scherf, president, Edwin Sweet- 
man, vice president, M. Scherf, secretary, and C. E. Sweetman, treas- 
urer. 


GLENN FRANK, who during the last fifteen years of his life easily 
ranked among the most eminent Americans of his generation, was 
born and grew up in the country north of Kirksville, Missouri, and 
had earned something more than a local reputation before he left 
there to achieve his larger distinctions. His later twelve years as 
president of the University of Wisconsin (1925-1987) are often called 
‘“‘a golden age” in the history of the institution. 

Mr. Frank was born in Schuyler County, near Queen City, Mis- 
souri, October 1, 1887, son of Gordon and Nancy Elizabeth (Holmes) 
Frank. His father was for the greater part of his lifetime a country 
school teacher in the vicinity of Greentop. Both parents were of 
unusual intellectual ability and strength of character. Glenn Frank 
was a pupil in a school at Greentop of which his brother, thirteen 
years older, was teacher. This brother, William, later became a 
justice and chief justice of the Missouri Supreme Court. 

From childhood Glenn Frank absorbed culture through books and 
from his environment and at the age of sixteen he was a circuit- 
riding preacher of the Methodist church, looking after a circuit of 
six churches, preaching in three of them one Sunday and the other 
three the next. For three years he was a special student at the Kirks- 
ville State Normal School, usually attending only three months at a 
stretch, and in the three years he attended altogether for about 
twenty-one months. 

From Kirksville young Frank entered Northwestern University 
at Evanston, Illinois, putting himself through the University as he 
had maintained himself at the Kirksville school, by intervals of work 
as preacher, harvest hand, platform manager of a chautauqua circuit, 
filling some engagements as assistant to the famous evangelist, Billy 
Sunday, and as a result of his versatility the day after he received his 
B.A. degree in 1912 he was made executive assistant to the Univer- 
sity’s president, Dr. A. W. Harris. From the time he was graduated 
from Northwestern he was in demand as a lecturer. In December, 
1915, he attracted the attention of the great American merchant, 
Edward A. Filene of Boston, and from 1916 to 1919 was employed 
in business research and organizations for Filene. Working with Mr. 
Filene at that time was Dr. Hamilton Holt, for years the editor of the 
magazine, The independent, and later president of Rollins College in 
Winter Park, Florida. The menacing shadow of World War I already 
threatened America. Mr. Filene became interested with a group of 
thirty-five political scientists in forming a league to enforce peace. 

“Tt was this movement that later converted Woodrow Wilson, so 
Colonel House told me, to the League of Nations idea,” Doctor Holt 
has since declared. “Mr. Filene was brought into the inner circles 
of the movement, and while he attended himself most of the meetings 
he always saw that Glenn Frank was there too. So brilliant was 
Glenn Frank’s work with the League to Enforce Peace, both as propa- 
gandist and as one of the chief directors of the campaign, that he was 
put on the most important committees where his special talents were 
of the greatest possible service. When the full story of the League of 
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Nations is written the name of Glenn Frank will stand high on the 
roster of its framers. 

“During all this period I came into the closest contact with him. 
He was a handsome, immaculately dressed, magnetic young fellow, 
with an alert, penetrating, constructive and forward-looking mind, 
a retentive memory, and a gift for friendship. Many were the speak- 
ing and propaganda trips we took together. Even at that time his 
mind ran toward a career in education, for he told me with hopeful- 
ness that his name was before the University of West Virginia for 
consideration for the presidency,” 

In 1919 he was made associate editor of Century Magazine, and 
served it as editor-in-chief from May, 1921, to September i Ped bb PAT 

Looking back after all the intervening years one is astounded by 
the wealth of notable contributors Doctor Frank attracted to his 
columns and the variety, catholicity and timeliness of the subjects 
they treated. The greatest of all literary arts is the art of being 
interesting, and even today embraced within the Table of Contents are 
subjects not only interesting but absorbing. The list of contributors 
is a long one. A very few are James Lane Allen, Hamlin Garland, 
Frank Crane, John Galsworthy, H. L. Mencken, Gilbert Murray, 
Dorothy Canfield, Tagore, Sinclair Lewis, Agnes Repplier, Stephen 
Benet, Amy Lowell, Sarah Teasdale, etc. By no means the least in- 
teresting contributions were from Glenn’s own pen. They included 
such a variety of topics as “Politics Without a Soul,” “Madame Curie 
and Science,” ‘‘Hoover’s Opportunity,” “The New South,” “Anti- 
Semitism,” “Aviation,” “Political Parties,” “Wealth,” ‘Bernard 
Shaw,” “Main Street,” “Vachel Lindsay’s Poetry,” “Religious Leader- 
ship,” “Medical Reform,” and “Gandhi.” The latter, Frank said, was 
the most interesting living personality. 

Glenn Frank was already a national figure. His vibrant platform 
presence, his charm of expression, his ability to state a complicated 
problem in simple but colorful phrase, his understanding of economic 
and political problems and, above all, his sincerity, which Aristotle 
Says is the essence of eloquence, gave him a reputation and prestige 
that few, if any, men of his youthfulness in the country possessed. 

“IT know of no man in the country, aside from Woodrow Wilson 
himself, who embodied this ideal as perfectly as did Glenn Frank,” 
Doctor Holt concluded. 

At the age of thirty-two Glenn Frank wrote his first’ book, The 
Politics of Industry, and a year before he had collaborated in the 
publication, Stakes of the War, which became a textbook for the Stu- 
dent Army Training Corps. 

On September 1, 1925, he was inaugurated as president of the 
University of Wisconsin, a post he held until July 1, 1937. He 
administered the University through two periods, both most dif- 
ficult and totally unlike. The first was the boom period of 1925-30, 
which marked academic progress and the growth of the student body, 
the faculty and the plant. It was also the era of the experimental 
college and departmental shake-ups. The second period, which em- 
braced the hard times of the early 1930s, marked the curtailment of 
funds, the period of the “isms,” the strengthening of the faculty, and 
the growing reputation of the University’s president as a figure of- 
national dimensions and the consequent growth of political and per- 
sonal hostility to him. 

Dr. Frank’s twelve-year term as president will always be known as 
the focal period of his life. He Swept away antiquated customs, 
breathed a new spirit into the institution, and advanced it in rank 
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among the great American universities. After his death alumni, 
faculty, regents and state attempted to appraise the work by me- 
morials. A quotation will be cited from each because of the kaleido- 
scopic viewpoints of his achievements thus presented: 


Wisconsin Alumni Association: 


To his new task he brought a mind singularly emancipated 
from educational traditions but filled with a dream of what a real 
university should be. He faced innovation unafraid. Convinced 
that the University should serve the state rather than its limited 
student body alone, he injected new life into the agricultural short 
course, expanded the extension services of the University, and 
made them available to people of the farm, factories and small 
towns. 

Anxious for the forward march of his institution, his appoint- 
ments of men to lead the University were distinguished. And per- 
haps his greater service to our alma mater was that she became 
known the country over because of the brilliant oratory and 
powerful pen of her president. Under his inspiring leadership 
the University of Wisconsin rose from seventh to second place 
in most divisions and first place in some. 


The University Faculty: 


As president of the University of Wisconsin his interests re- 
mained broad. He kept the University in touch with the world. 
He was in great demand as a writer and speaker on the social. 
political and economic problems of the nation. Carrying forward 
the tradition of Wisconsin, emphasized by President Van Hise, he 
sought to have the University serve widely the people of the state. 
During his administration the research funds from the alumni 
and from the state increased rapidly and he vigorously supported 
the research program of the University even when budgets were 
reduced. 

This faculty, perhaps even more than the faculties of other 
universities, cherishes its right to freedom—freedom of speech 
and freedom in educational policy. This sacred tradition becomes 
increasingly important as one by one we see the lights of freedom 
dimmed in the universities of many nations. ‘To President Frank 
we owe much because he stood steadfastly for freedom of speech 
and academic tenure. He fought valiantly all attacks from outside 
the University; he was lenient with criticisms from within. He 
trusted us to make our own decisions and to formulate our own 
policies. 


The Board of Regents: 


Dr. Frank came to Wisconsin as the president of its Uni- 
versity at the youthful age of thirty-eight years. With his mind 
unfettered by any traditions which so often retard educational 
progress, he brought with him ideas and ideals of learning and 
service to mankind which, during his presidency, helped to ad- 
vance the University of Wisconsin to a foremost position among 
the institutions of higher learning in the nation. 

During Doctor Frank’s administration the University. made 
rapid progress in all three fields of its human endeavor—in edu- 
cation, in science research and in public service. He gave unstint- 
ingly of his time and energy in efforts to make the University 
better serve the state and nation in these three fields. 
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Under his inspiring leadership the University’s prestige 
throughout the state and nation gathered momentum; the Uni- 
versity’s enrollment increased from 8,0U0 to 11,000 students; and 
the University’s staff and physical plant were enabled to keep 
pace with the ever-growing demands of the citizens of Wisconsin 
for increased educational, research and public service facilities. 

During the twelve years of his presidency Doctor Frank signed 
his name to 23,082 first and higher degrees conferred by the 
University of Wisconsin on students who had completed their 
studies at Wisconsin. His signature on these diplomas now stands 
in thousands of homes throughout state and nation as a living 
monument to a man who placed service to his fellow men above 
self, who, indeed, at the last great moment of life sacrificed himself 
on the altar of public service. 


The State Legislature: 


Instinctively liberal, he took the presidency of the University 
of Wisconsin in 1925, and awakened the interest of educators with 
his so-called “Experimental College,” nursed ambitious plans for 
liberalizing mass education. Throughout his career as president 
of the University Doctor Frank faced the contradiction of being 
branded as a conservative by the liberals and a liberal by the 
conservatives. 

He had a gift for reaching popular audiences, a smooth, cul- 
tured voice, and a manner so suave as to be hypnotically persuasive 
and impressive. He achieved a wide audience through lectures, 
radio, a syndicated column, and numerous books on current prob- 
lems. As a friend said: “He is a Scotch Methodist marvel from 
Missouri with a Manhattan finish,” but this originality of view- 
point brought him to first rank as a publicist. 

A tribute to his reputation as a liberal intellectual with inter- 
ests ranging into many fields came in 1937, when he was chosen 
and entrusted with the important task of drafting in effect a new 
charter for the Republican party. 

This appointment seemed to open up an opportunity for which 
few men in the United States were so well fitted. As Albert Ed- 
ward Wiggam once wrote: “Glenn Frank’s career, in my judgment, 
will be one of the world events of the coming generation. His 
genius, scholarship, poise and insight represent the new type of 
statesman, of whom I have endeavored to write.” 


Doctor Frank’s service as president of the University coincided 
with a period of storm and stress in Wisconsin’s politics. And some- 
times politics becomes “bread and butter” in Wisconsin. Repercus- 
sions from his dismissal as president early in 1937 resulted in the 
Legislature changing the method of selecting university regents to 
obviate ‘‘packing the board” and in the defeat of the governor who 
maneuvered Frank’s discharge. Those interested further in this 
phase of Doctor Frank’s life may read the issue of the Wisconsin 
Alumni Magazine for July, 1943, where the matter is more fully 
discussed. 

Beginning in 1925, Glenn Frank wrote a daily editorial, syndicated 
in American newspapers. Possibly the greatest influence was exer- 
cised among the millions (Zona Gale estimated the readership daily 
at sixteen millions) who read the pithy philosophy and the clear cut 
language of these articles. His other books were: An American Looks 
at His World, published in 1923; Thunder and Dawn—Studies in the 
Outlook for Western Civilization, published in 1932; and America’s 
Hour of Decision, published in 1934. 
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After leaving the University of Wisconsin Doctor Frank devoted 
his time to editorial work and writing. In 1939 he accepted from 
The Lewis Publishing Company, Chicago, an offer to edit a history 
of Wisconsin and entered upon his duties. 

During 1938-40 Doctor Frank was chairman of the Republican 
Program Committee. In the summer of 1940 he entered the campaign 
for the Republican nomination for United States senator from Wis- 
consin, and many observers well informed on the state political situa- 
tion were convinced he would have been nominated. On September 15, 
1940, in the midst of this campaign, he and his only son, Glenn, met 
a tragic death at Greenleaf, Brown County, in an automobile accident. 
Both were buried in Forest Hilll Cemetery at Madison, after a state 
funeral held from the Capitol—an honor previously accorded only to 
two others of Wisconsin’s great leaders. 

Glenn Frank was married June 2, 1917, to Mary Smith, a native 
of Glenwood in Schuyler County, Missouri. They had known each 
other from childhood. Mrs. Frank is now a resident of Chicago, 
Illinois. 


EDWARD J. SKILLING, deceased, will long be remembered as one 
of the truly public spirited citizens and a leader in the affairs of his 
community. He was a native son of Door County, born in Jackson- 
port on April 7, 1890, a son of Joseph and Sarah (Bley) Skilling, the 
mother a native of Door County. The father, born in Quebec, Canada 
(as was his father before him), was a logger in the timberlands of 
northern Wisconsin and Michigan for many years. For long years 
he and his wife resided in Sturgeon Bay, where he died in 1923, while 
she passed from this life in 1929. 

Myr. Skilling was educated in the public schools of Sturgeon Bay 
and upon graduation supplemented his high school training by taking 
a commercial course. In 1907 he entered Government service as a cook 
on a Government light ship, following that occupation for thirteen and 
a half years. He was automatically placed in the navy during World 
War I as a ship’s cook, stationed most of the time on Lake Michigan, 
but after the war he was transferred to the department of commerce, 
under civil service ruling. Jn 1921 he left the Government employ 
and obtained an office position through the late Albert Kalmbach, 
thus continuing until about 1926, when he obtained an office position 
with the Ahnapee & Western Railroad Company. 

Mr. Skilling entered upon a new venture in 1929 and joined Miss 
Nora Fidler in organizing the Fidler-Skilling Fuel & Dock Company, 
which has been engaged in handling ice, fuel and, in connection with 
the dock business, all kinds of roofing, siding, sand, stone and cement. 
The company also sells stokers. Until 1932 they handled at their docks 
freight boats from Chicago. In 1942 the firm bought out the Eli Steg- 
man Ice Company. Through the years Miss Fidler served as secretary 
and treasurer, with Mr. Skilling in the position of president and 
general manager. The business has been most carefully directed, 
with the skillful application of progressive methods, resulting in con- 
stantly increasing patronage. Their dockage on Sturgeon Bay is three 
hundred and twenty-five feet and the property covers two acres. Em- 
ployment is given to from fourteen to twenty people, and they utilize 
seven trucks and one team. They started with but two men in their 
service and such has been the growth and development of their patron- 
age that their equipment has reached its present proportions in order 
to meet the demands of the trade. 

In 1911 Mr. Skilling married Melinda Olson, a daughter of John 
and Ingeborg (Olson) Olson, the father a native of Sweden and the 
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mother of Norway. They came to the United States after reaching 
adult age, became acquainted here and were married in this country, 
settling in Door County, where Mr. Olson engaged in business as a 
commercial fisherman for many years. Two daughters were born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Skilling: Ruby Mildred on September 14, 1913, and 
Arline Sylvia on May 14, 1917. The elder daughter is the wife of 
Fred Fidler, of Sturgeon Bay, and they have two children, Patricia 
Ann, born August 4, 1935; and John Edward, born December 24, 
1941. Arline is living at home with her mother and is employed in 
the accounting department of the Sturgeon Bay Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Company. 

Mr. Skilling’s sudden death on June 2, 1944, affected many im- 
portant-areas of community life in which his helpful participation 
contributed to the welfare and progress of his fellow citizens. He 
served as deputy coroner, as a member of the vocational school board, 
and on the harbor commission. As chairman of the Salvation Army 
Service Club, the Salvation Army drive, and in his affiliation with 
the Bay View Lutheran Church his influence in Spiritual matters 
counted greatly. Always an active patriot, he was at the time of 
his passing the Door County commander of the American Legion and 
a past commander of the American Legion. He wags also a past 
master of the Masonic blue lodge and had membership in the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles and in the Lions’ Club. In his political views he was 
a Republican. His hobby was collecting boat pictures, and in his 
well rounded life he found wholesome diversion from business cares 
in hunting and fishing, returning from such expeditions with new 
vigor to meet the varied duties that marked his unselfish service for 
others. 


CONSOLIDATED BADGER COOPERATIVE. Sturdy and strong were the 
men that stood back of the Badger Consolidated Cooperative in the 
days of its formative period, and sturdy and strong was their purpose 
to improve conditions for the milk producers of this section of Wis- 
consin that their labors might bring better financial results. It was 
on the 16th of April, 1931, that milk was first taken in by this 
organization, which had come into existence as a result of a discussion 
at a meeting of the Perfect Seed Circle in Shawano in October, 1929, 
when it was brought out that the average price being paid the dairy- 
men of Shawano County was twelve cents per hundredweight below 
the state average and twenty cents below what some good cooperatives 
were paying and that this price difference would have been sufficient 
for the farm taxes. 


With characteristic understanding and appreciation of opportuni- 


ties, Michael J. Wallrich, pioneer lumberman, lawyer and farmer, 
broached the idea of a cooperative and made a motion that a committee 
be appointed to make a study and report back to the organization with 
a program for action, and when the report was brought back the 
Perfect Seed Circle voted to carry out the project and a committee 
was appointed to undertake the task. The College of Agriculture of 
the University of Wisconsin was asked to make a survey, which was 
carefully done by R. K. Froker and H. T. Sondergaard. This resulted 
in the development of an organization campaign to secure one thou- 
sand members on a five year contract and a board of incorporators 
was chosen consisting of Tom Loken, of the town of Morris, Dr. O. 
F. Partridge, of Mattoon, O. B. Hagen, of Wittenberg, Otto Kroen- 
ing, of the town of Richmond, and A. H. Klebesadel, of the town of 
Belle Plaine, while the legal aspects of the situation were taken care 
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of by Matt Wallrich, son of Michael Wallrich, who had first set forth 
the idea. 

The plan naturally met opposition from those who had dairy 
plants, but in time all difficulties were overcome, for the purpose made 
strong appeal to the progressive dairymen when it was stated that the 
fundamental principles of the new organization were: ‘Larger 
volumes of milk in fewer plants to promote greater efficiency; plants 
flexibly equipped so that they could make a variety of products; 
utilization of the by-products to improve sanitation, increase the 
gross returns for milk and offset the transportation costs; quality 
improvement of the milk on the farms and of the products in the 
plants so that these products might be sold in wider and more profit- 
able markets; a financial structure that would provide for keeping 
the plant facilities abreast, or ahead, of the times and strong enough 
to carry the organization through stormy weather; membership con- 
trol and ownership so that the earnings of the cooperative are 
returned to the patrons in proportion to their contributions of milk.” 

In the early days of its existence the Badger Consolidated Coopera- 
tive received valuable assistance in organizing from the College of 
Agriculture and the State Department of Agriculture, while dairy- 
men aided materially in the drives for membership. After the first 
milk was taken in at Mattoon, plants were soon opened in Tigerton, 
Bonduel and Shawano, and F. D. Stone, a man of wide dairy experi- 
ence, was made manager. When the Shawano Milk Products Com- 
pany was taken over it brought George W. Rupple, the present 
manager, into the business. He was largely instrumental in getting 
the Chicago cream permit and putting farms in shape to comply 
with inspection, giving the Badger an outlet for Grade A milk 
that has meant so much to the organization ever since. 

While many obstacles were to be overcome during its pioneering 
days, since that initial period steady and substantial advancement 
has been made and an important forward step was taken with the 
establishment of the evaporating plant in 1983 and today thirty-five 
hundred cases of evaporated milk are turned out each day. This is 
unexcelled in quality and therefore finds a ready market. 

Another feature in the development of the Badger Cooperative 
has been the use of its by-products, the company steadily improving 
its facilities for their manufacture and sale. The Cooperative 
acquired a dried skim milk contract held by the Shawano Milk Pro- 
ducts Company and from the initial roller dryer the operation has 
progressed to the eflicient triple effect condensing of the skim, 
followed by spray process drying. The Cooperative also participated 
with the Western Condensing Company in its drying operation of 
whey. A new plant has recently been erected in Shawano, in con- 
nection with the Cooperative’s war effort, for the drying of whole 
milk and is now supplying the Government with a superior product 
in twenty-five pound cans, the daily capacity of this plant being 
four hundred and fifty thousand pounds of milk. An _ interest- 
ing incident in connection with the war was that recently a 
Shawano doughboy in the Pacific theater discovered that he was 
sitting on a box in which Badger evaporated milk had been shipped. 
In 1938 the Badger Cooperative acquired the plant in Appleton and 
later another Grade A plant of Appleton was merged with the 
Badger. This was followed in 1942 with the acquirement of a plant 
at Waupaca and then at Iola, the latter having since been greatly 
enlarged and improved to handle milk efficiently. The next addition 
was the purchase of the birnamwood plant in 1948, and there both 
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Grade A and Grade B are received. The company has also been 
responsible for many improvements being made in cheese manu- 
facturing. 

The Cooperative publishes the Badger Briefs, a semi-monthly 
paper, which keeps the farmers informed concerning any contem- 
plated changes and the reasons therefor, and necessary dissemination 
of such facts as the farmers have the right to know is made by a 
corps of fieldmen who contact farmers directly. Such questions are 
also discussed at district and hauler meetings and at the annual 
meeting held in March and usually attended by two thousand men 
and women. An annual audit is made by an accredited company and 
the business is directed in a most competent manner. Regular monthly 


meetings are held by the board of eleven directors, representing the | 


various districts connected with the Cooperative. 

In 1943 the gross sales of the Cooperative reached eight million 
dollars, the milk being purchased from twenty-seven hundred patrons. 
Today the company is manufacturing evaporated milk, sweet cream, 
whole milk, skim milk and whey powders, butter and cheese, of which 


sixty percent went to the Government in 1943 for shipment overseas _ 


and for lend lease. 

The Badger Consolidated Cooperative has done a unique thing in 
forming a youth organization, known as Future Badgers, for the 
purpose of giving them knowledge, experience and leadership in this 
line of work. Today the parent concern has a membership of more 
than twenty-six hundred, having enjoyed a steady growth, and never 
does it deviate from the high standards that were set up and have 
ever constituted the basis of its guidance. 

Today, with its headquarters in Shawano, the Cooperative is under 
the management of George W. Rupple, who was born at Medina, Wis- 
consin, February 2, 1909, a son of John and Eliza (Degal) Rupple, 
who were farming people, born in this state, where they lived until 
called from this life. They were the parents of six children, of whom 
George was the fifth in order of birth. After becoming acquainted 
with the elementary branches of learning in the grade schools of 
Medina, George W. Rupple continued his education in the high school 
of Hortonville, Wisconsin, and then started out in the business world 
with the Borden Company at New London, remaining in that connec- 
tion for nine years. He then came to Shawano and purchased a milk 
plant in 1930, but later sold this and joined the Badger Consolidated 
Cooperative in field work in 1931. He is now general manager, direct- 
ing the activities of two hundred and twenty-five employes, and he is 
constantly studying out new methods to improve the business, both 
in manufacture and sales. His high standing in his field of business 
is indicated in the fact that he is now president of the Evaporated 
Milk Association of America. 

Mr. Rupple married Anna King, of New London, and they have 
five children. He is a member of the Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
and also belongs to the Knights of Columbus and the Rotary Club. 


DR. CHARLES M. SMITH was the dean of the medical profession 
in Evansville when he passed away February 22, 1939, having con- 
tinued in active practice here for almost a half century. It was here 
that he was born March 28, 1866, a son of Dr. C. M. Smith and 
Julia (Sawin) Smith. The family is of English descent and the 
parents of our subject removed from the State of New York ta 
Wisconsin during the period of pioneer settlement and development 
here. At the time of the Civil War the father responded to the eall 
for troops to preserve the Union and for some time was on active 


ro |, aw el le | 
; 7 Pat A ae "9 


a) umsod als ead yitequtos of .bov : 


oo ee te ng 


ee 


Fn 


ri hal 
f ves -) 
6 1 - 
Pas t hart 7 a a 


rows 


" i‘. 


i ae 


7 
: a a) an 
a rt 
} ny ue en Ys 


~ i i ‘ . » gals stont >a 
viticom-inme a wlervh vogbo od? eemaifduq svideiqoon) aff 
«mgite® une auicwonoa bemtiotai eromrist sift aqood toidw sTaqaq a. oF 
aotinninoeeib (iaesgoen big. rol 1ed) uaesngs od} bra eogaady bedsig -* 
& vd abent ai woud of trigis sdf oved gxonrial sdf ea atont dda to 
ote antditteup dov2 .yUoosih ewertal josinos ow moamblof Yo eqig TF 
laueng off 3a baa egaitesm wived bae Jotieib 3e boxzuszib ovfe ” 
nom basavodt ows yd Bébanite vileuew bas dowM ‘ai bled yiiisont © “: 
bas valsqmos botibyroes me ud obant et sihvs Isunne cA stomow baa 
yidicorm twluyel sense daodoqnres Jorn a ai balsorth ai eeonigud ofS 7 
odd uniiaersigs: @ratossib avvols Yo bsed oft yd blad ots egatioggg 
oviiicsquo) adi dtiw balosatos efoitteth zuobuay! 9) rip 
soillics tdnio ferlanot avidevoqoo) sdf to eslee seovy ads Sher ni 
xoowted boibaud aevue-giirew) mot? beesdowag yalsd Alin oft e1atlob Pa ay 

masse doawe alia: batewusvs yuitsdoslynsne al yas odd YaboT iA 

doidw to .seseds haa tohtwd wasbwoq yonw bias aim mide ali slow 
esoziavo Jnamagide 1? 2201 oi lsematsvow sft of Jasw Jnsoteq vinta . 
92891 biel yor bag 

ai yaidd aupiaw « sgob end svUatequ09 belabiloesoD a9gb|ed oft 
edt s0% sisebsdl wie es mvond sxoilasinegio divoy a gui "|. 8 
etdt ai giderobasl bag soe yours ubsiworadt maf) aatyig to oak ‘a 


. 
> -th19.8 


unten seooto ni shem gried eiaempvorget 


: 


giem to gidaysdmenr & ead prostoo Ino1eq ods vaboT ~vitow To's 
toven has wiiworg vbeols & bovotas grived behtunt xte-yinawd adi ys 1; 
oved ben qu goa ase" dectt abtnbaste dgid ond smork steiveb Ties 


qovebiv® afi to eiaad od) botntiieaes reve 

. )« ‘ . 4w3 * 7 q miy _ - ‘(ca 

“obey ai ovis Kyau ail] con wsics (ui Bt siisuphsod ett Miw ysboT te 
-2tY snibott ¢@ avoid zaw oilw slqquil .W %g1090 To Inemeogeism oat” x _ 


alaquél (UsooG) “sii bra nfo io on nm OCT & viswided wien Ess Agile 


litca bovil vad? svwdlw Stata eidt ni aid Slqooq gninrrst siow onwo 
mode to .worhlide xe Yratdesaq of) grow YodT oll 2idd aor 008° deh 


a 


folnigupos wsiccovsd vat ditid to awhro ni dyth ot eew gpi69n) <a P 
to afooils ohare off af aetiartel to eodenaid yisissrele oft Miw 
foodae pfyid adt ci sotasehe eid bowatiaes siqaua .W syi090 .eaihs "hatha | 
binow seoriend oct wi duo heliale dorlt bas wtanooelW ,sllivnotol Yo i 


ono Jes ib Yoldiaosa ashiod wet Ja yeaqmo) nebtod ott iffiw % 
dlint «& hosatloivg bas Gamiede @ ocony aod} oH etaoy sata 4OT oid ia 


hatabilozna’) soabetl eft faatat bas eid bloa viel Jud 08Cl ni sasiq — e 
pootth avagane levee won ei oH .18er ai drow blot at svilaisqoo > 
; . zayoldine ovi-ghiew?) bis botbaod ow) to 2oilivitos pragtasce Mt 4 
- : na 7 AT. ty 7 
dosneet of} svonquil of aborlise: won to yaigbute yDaetanoa = 


jmoore vo bist.eit of geibaste dgid eit asies bas stusontuAsot fas "i 
sk: 


4 
a 
, 
td 
4 y 
7 


boletoasval off io inohiedeq wom ei od dads tos¥ odd nt botesibnt ef 4 > 
gotiem A to heitsivoazéA AM 9" 
eved yt! ban .wobmold wo te gut wand beinem siqqua aM ~ de ee | 
dowed stodtsD aoll bowea edt Yo sodmem #8 8i 6H -asrbliifs svt 
Q aut) yi ated oll baw asdmuloD to aidyindt ott oj eystotod ovle big” ve 
“ ‘ * 
noievtow: leslhem edt te avoh off caw HriMe .M exatanD «id bri? : 
woo yaivad 8&2 SS ysarniot yews boetaq od tonw ofltvedtaval a ; 
eed ettw tl Jourtteo Thal » teorts 401 otat spitontq' svitos ni boumit).” ee 
bus diet MO 1G % aoe # oo8i 2S dyn wrod eaw of sath 
of hen toovedh deilge: to si vlinet oT “tine (aiwea) silt Ss 
ot axof wet ko ointé et mot bevomat Sootdie wo Yo sings WO iad 
tosargolevsh Lita tnargelsiee toonoig to botieq srt anttub atarooniW 
line ate of bebuoqest toddat off 18 [ivi old to oorid oft JA” stan” | 
svitos ao caw ostid emoa 10t bag moinU orld vvise91qg of eqoot) FOR, 
- P = A ad 


| 4 oh hee ‘ <i 


® 
: 2 


—_ es aiettieedineitiadiiadenl > 


BIOGRAPHY 723 


duty. To him and his wife were born but two children, the daughter 
being Flora, now the wife of George Gordon, a resident of Lodi, 
Wisconsin. 

The son Dr. Charles M. Smith was accorded liberal educational 
privileges and after completing a course in Albion Seminary enrolled 
as a student in Rush Medical College of Chicago, where he was 
graduated in 1890, his professional degree being then conferred upon 
him. He put his theoretical knowledge to the practical test in Milton, 
Wisconsin, but after remaining there for a year he returned to his 
native town and continuously practiced in Evansville until his life’s 
labors were ended. He soon demonstrated his ability to handle difficult 
cases, and all through the years he was accorded a large and important 
practice.” He enjoyed the respect and confidence of his professional 
brethren as well as of the general public, and at all times he was 
most careful to conform his practice to the highest ethical standards 
of his chosen calling. 

Doctor ‘Smith served as medical examiner for several insurance 
companies and for twenty years he was health officer of Evansville. 
He likewise served on the county board of supervisors for twenty- 
five years, and ever discharged his official duties with promptness, 
fidelity and capability. He loved horses and racing was his hobby. 
His interest in the community welfare was pronounced and he did 
everything possible to advance the material, educational and moral 
progress of his community. He held membership in the Episcopal 
church and fraternally was connected with the Masonic order, in 
which he attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He 
also belonged to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
Knights of Pythias lodge, while along strictly professional lines he 
was identified with the Rock County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
State Medical Association and the American Medical Association, 
and through the proceedings of those bodies was at all times con- 
versant with the latest methods which scientific research and investi- 
gation brought to light in the field of medical and surgical practice. 
To the last he remained the loved family physician in many house- 
holds of Evansville and his success was the merited reward of his 
labors. 

On the 38rd of June, 1903, Doctor Smith married Jennie A. Frantz, 
a daughter of Levi and Lucy (Christ) Frantz. The father’s people 
came from Pennsylvania and settled on a farm in the Evansville 
district, and for more than fifty years Levi Frantz was an employe 
of the Baker Manufacturing Company. The only child of Doctor 
and Mrs. Smith is Ruth, who was graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin with the highest honors, having specialized in languages. 
In 1987 she became the wife of John G. Holcomb, a resident of Madi- 
son. Mrs. Smith still makes her home in Evansville and her interests 
and activities are shown in the fact that she is a member of the 
Episcopal church, of the Woman’s Literary Club and of the Order of 
the Eastern Star, in all of which she is helpfully active. She is well 
known here, and the hospitality of the best homes is freely accorded 
her, for her friends are many. 


MILTON L. MEISTER is a partner in the well known law firm of 
Cannon & Meister of West Bend, where he has practiced since com- 
pleting his law studies. He was born in Slinger, Wisconsin, April 10, 
1908, and is a son of Gustav and Margaret (Hausner) Meister. The 
family is of German descent, his grandfather having been Louis Meis- 
ter, who came from Willsdorf, Germany. He was married in that 
country to Alvina Klug, of Kneckhahn, Germany. Coming to the 
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new world, they settled in Milwaukee, and the family has since been 
represented in this state. Their son, Gustav Meister, and his wife 
still reside in Slinger, where he is engaged in the printing business. 
Through the maternal line Milton L. Meister is connected with one 
of the old pioneer families of this state. His grandfather, John Haus- 
ner, was born in Addison, Washington County, Wisconsin, in 1851 
and after reaching manhood married Theresa Miller, who was born 
in Williamstown, Dodge County, in 1854. 

During his youthful days Milton L. Meister was a pupil in the 
public schools of Slinger, where he mastered the work of the grades 
and of the high school, after which he entered the University of Wis- 
consin for the study of law. When he had completed his course he 
came to West Bend and since 1937 has been a member of the firm of 
Cannon & Meister. They are accorded a liberal clientage and, like 
his partner, who is mentioned elsewhere in this work, Mr. Meister is 
giving full demonstration of his familiarity with legal principles in 
the way in which he handles cases in the courts, after carefully forti- 
fying his position by thorough previous preparation. He is diligent 
and energetic and is stimulated by a laudable ambition that will carry 
him steadily forward. 

Mr. Meister is also well known in fraternal circles, having mem- 
bership in the Masonic order and the Loyal Order of Moose. He 
likewise belongs to the Kiwanis Club, which is indicative of his interest 
in civic welfare. 

On the 23d of September, 1933, Mr. Meister was united in marriage 
to Miss Charlotte Berg, a daughter of Oscar G. and Annu Berg, of 
West Allis, Wisconsin, and they have gained many friends during the 
period of their residence in West Bend. 


JOHN A. CANNON, attorney at law, now practicing as a member of 
the firm of Cannon & Meister of West Bend, was born February 4, 
1903, the youngest in the family of five children whose parents were 
John D. and Sarah (Heffron) Cannon, both natives of Wisconsin. 
The father was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Morgan Cannon, the former born 
‘in Ohio, while the latter was a native of Ireland. They became pioneer 
settlers of the New London section of Wisconsin and contributed to the 
substantial development of this part of the state. At the time of the 
Civil War Morgan Cannon responded to the call for troops and aided 
in defense of the Union. His son, John D. Cannon, was for many 
years connected with the State Department of Markets, but is now 
living retired in the enjoyment of a well earned rest. His wife died 
December 10, 1915. She was a daughter of James and Ellen Heffron, 
both natives of Ireland, although they were married in the United 
States. They became farming people of Wisconsin at an early period 
in the settlement of the state and Mr. Heffron also defended the 
interests of the Union during the Civil War. 

John A. Cannon, thus representing two of the old and well known 
families of Washington County, was reared in this district and began 
his education in the New London public schools, passing through con- 
secutive grades to the high school, after which he enrolled as a law 
student in Marquette University, there winning his LL.B. degree 
at his graduation with the class of 1925. He began practice at West 
Bend on the Ist of January, 1926, and followed his profession inde- 
pendently of partnership relations until 1937, when he was joined by 
Milton Meister in forming the present firm of Cannon & Meister. 

Mr. Cannon has served as district attorney, as city attorney, as 
court commissioner and is now divorce counsel for his district, and 
at all times has discharged his duties with promptness and fidelity, 
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Aside from his professional interests he is a director of the First 
National Bank of West Bend, but the major part of his time and 
attention is given to his professional duties. He is ever loyal to the 
interests of his clients and his ability is recognized in the many favor- 
able verdicts he has won before the courts. He belongs to the Wash- 
ington County Bar Association and the Wisconsin Bar Association. 
Fraternally Mr. Cannon is connected with the Loyal Order of 
Moose and with the Knights of Columbus, and he and his wife are 
members of the Holy Angels Catholic Church. He was married June 
28, 1930, to Kathryn Sexton, of Berlin, Wisconsin, a daughter -of 
Walter and Anna Sexton, who are stil] residents of Berlin, where the 
father is engaged in the real estate and insurance business. Mrs. Can- 
non is a graduate of the Oshkosh Normal School and engaged in 
teaching in West Bend prior to her marriage. The other member of 
the Cannon household is their daughter, Susan, born July 15, 1934, 


MARTIN C. Kartu is the owner of the Karth Funeral Home of 
Shawano, where he has carried on business since 1909, after having 
had five years’ previous experience as a furniture dealer and under- 
taker. He was born in Madison County, Illinois, December 3, 1883, a son 
of the Rev. Ferdinand L. and Laura (Glaser) Karth. The father was 
born in, Pomerania, Germany, and in 1864, when sixteen years of age, 
came to the United States with his father and the family, who settled 
near Detroit, Michigan. There Ferdinand L. Karth continued his edu- 
cation in the district schools for a time and later entered Concordia 
Seminary in St, Louis, Missouri. After completing his course there 
he was ordained as a minister of the Lutheran church in 1873 and his 
first work in the pastoral field was at Independence, Kansas. In 1876. 
he married Laura Glaser, whose father came from Saxony, while her 
mother was from Bavaria, Germany. On coming to the new world, 
they also took up their abode near Detroit. After serving as pastor 
of the Lutheran church in Staunton, Illinois, until 1885, Reverend 
Karth removed with his family to Howards Grove in Shebo gan 
County, Wisconsin, where he continued his labors for the church for 
thirteen years, and then went to Wittenberg, where he was the Lu- 
theran minister for a year and a half. Later he filled pastorate at 
Simco, Waupaca County, for six years, About that time the Lutheran 
church established an Old Folks Home at Wauwatosa, Wisconsin. and 
Reverend Karth was appointed its superintendent, there remaining 
until his death in 1910. His wife, surviving him for about fifteen 
years, passed away in 1925. They were the parents of four sons and 
four daughters, of whom two daughters and three sons are yet living. 

Martin Karth was but three years of age when the family home 
was established at Howards Grove, and there he pursued his education 
through the grades, while later he spent a year as a high school student 
in Wittenberg and a year in Concordia College, where his father had 
previously attended. He was but thirteen years of age when he secured 
employment in a box factory, being thus employed for three summers, 
while in the winter seasons he continued to attend school. Later he 
was employed in a newspaper office in Sheboygan and subsequently at 
Shawano he became field man for the German newspaper, the 
Wochenblatt, collecting and soliciting advertisements for the paper. 
In 1903 he married Louise Gustman, of Shawano, and the fol- 
lowing year they removed to Big Falls, Wisconsin, where Mr. Karth 
engaged in the furniture and undertaking business until a disastrous 
fire destroyed one half of the town, including his store. He then re- 
moved to Bear Creek, where he conducted a similar business for five 
years and then sold out, removing to Shawano in 1909, 
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Here Mr. Karth opened a furniture store and undertaking estab- 
lishment, which he conducted until 1923, when he disposed of the 
furniture stock in order to concentrate his entire attention upon the 
conduct of his funeral home. He had acquainted himself with the 
business as a student in the Western School of Embalming in Mil- 
waukee and was licensed to practice in 1906. When he first began the 
business his wife took charge of the furniture department and Mr. 
Karth concentrated his attention upon the undertaking business. In 
1924 he built the present funeral home, which is conceded to be one 
of the finest, most complete and best equipped of the small funeral 
homes in the state. It is air conditioned and beautifully and tastefully 
furnished, and Mr. Karth deserves all the credit for this, as he drew 
the plans for the building and with the aid of men to do only the 
heaviest work he built the funeral home, which is a two-story brick 
structure located on a corner, which simplifies the loading of cars. He 
carries a complete line of caskets and has the best equipment to facil- 
itate his work, while the funeral arrangements are carried out in a 
most dignified and satisfactory manner. Mr. Karth is a member of 
the Fox River Valley Funeral Directors Association, of which he is 
serving as an Official, and he is also the president of the Shawano 
County Funeral Directors Association and a member of the Wisconsin 
Funeral Directors Association and the National Funeral Directors 
Association, at all times keeping in touch with the advanced ideas con- 
nected with his work. 

Mr. Karth is also the treasurer of the Building & Loan Association 
of Shawano and at one time he was owner of farm property in this 
vicinity but two years ago sold that land. He built a summer home 
at the lake and there are many evidences of the fact that he has pros- 
pered as the years have gone by, owing to his reliability and capable 
management. He belongs to the Lutheran church and is serving on 
the building committee of the new church, supervising the work on 
this project. His interest in the public welfare has been manifest in 
many tangible ways. He was treasurer of the school-board when the 
new high school building was erected in 1916 and he was president of 
the city council for two years and during six months of that period 
acted as mayor of the city. He also served as county coroner for one 
term and ever discharged his official duties with promptness and 
fidelity. He belongs to the Chamber of Commerce and to the Rotary 
Club. 

The children of Mr. and Mrs. Karth are as follows: Paul, born 
March 12, 1904, attended the Shawano public schools and is now with 
the First Wisconsin National Bank of Milwaukee. Fritz, born April 
3, 1906, spent two years as a student in Carroll College and one year 
in an engineering school in Chicago. He is now serving in the army. 
Marie, born August 26, 1908, attended the Shawano high school and 
then entered St. Johns Hospital, where she became a graduate nurse, 
specializing as a medical technician. She is now the wife of Paul 
Hammer, of Green Bay. Karl F., who was born January 13, 1912, 
after completing his high school work, became a student in the Cin- 
cinnati School of Embalming and after receiving his license he joined 
his father in business, continuing with him from 1930 until February, 
1943, when he became identified with the P. J. Weiss Funeral Home 
in Milwaukee. Since November, 1944, he has been employed by the 
Forest Lawn Funeral Home, at Los Angeles, California. Walter J., 
born January 20, 1916, after completing his studies in the Shawano 
high school, attended Whitewater Teachers College, Lawrence College 
and Cincinnati College of Embalming. He received his funeral 
director’s and embalmer’s license in 1940 and then joined his father in 
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business. In 1945 he became a partner in the business. He was 
married to Gertrude Donaldson, September 19, 1936. They have one 
daughter, Barbara, born May 8, 1987, and one son, David, was born 
to them April 12, 1948, but he passed away November 15, 1943. 


OTTO KUENZLI. The life labors of Otto Kuenzli ended February 
25,1941. He had for thirty-five years engaged in the practice of law 
in Wisconsin, spending the last fifteen years of that period in Janes- 
ville, having located here in 1926. He was born in Milwaukee, June 
19, 1878, and was therefore in the sixty-second year of his age at 
the time of his death. His father, Sam Kuenzli, was at one time 
postmaster of Milwaukee. His mother, Freda Von Gadi Kuenzli, 
Was a relative of the music composer Neels Von Goddi. 

Otto Kuenzli was only eight years of age when his father died and 
he afterward partially provided for his own support by working as 
a newsboy and as a messenger. Attending the Milwaukee public 
schools, he completed the work of the grades in 1893 and was gradu- 
ated from high school in 1898. The same year he joined the United 
States Army for service in the Spanish-American War and was made 
a corporal of Company H, Fourth Regiment of Wisconsin Volunteer 
Infantry. He received an honorable discharge in 1899, after which 
he pursued a preparatory course of study at the University of Wis- 
consin, Where later he pursued his law course. 

In 1903 Mr. Kuenzli entered upon active practice in Milwaukee 
in association with the firm of KKanneberg & Cochems, with which 
he remained for five years, gaining valuable practical experience in 
the work of the courts and in the preparation of cases. In 1908 he 
became a member of the firm of Blaine & Kuenzli of Boscobel, Wis- 
consin, and was city attorney there until 1913. For thirteen years 
he successfully practiced in Watertown and was district attorney of 
Jefferson County. The year 1926 witnessed his arrival in Janesville. 
He held court as justice of the peace in his office at 29 West Milwaukee 
Street and also cared for a large private practice. All through the 
years he made steady advancement in his chosen calling, gaining 
knowledge through experience and wide reading of law works, and 
he was frequently seen as a practitioner in the Supreme Court, trying 
some important cases before that high tribunal. He was a man of 
keen intellect, not only well versed in legal knowledge but also 
widely read along other lines. He was very fond of reading and 
he possessed one of the largest private libraries in his section of the 
state, finding great enjoyment in thus associating with the men 
of master minds of all ages. . 

On the 16th of February, 1919, in Chicago, the late Governor 
Horner performed the marriage ceremony of Mr. Kuenzli and Miss 
Klizabeth Zindel of that city, and since her husband’s death she has 
been assisting in carrying on the business of the firm of Zindel & 
Kuenzli, the former a brother of Mrs. Kuenzli and a well known 
contractor and builder. The firm was opening and improving a 
subdivision of Janesville, which they were developing according to 
the most modern methods of city planning, and already it contains 
many attractive homes. For some years Mr. Kuenzli was quite active 
in fraternal circles. He was a prominent member of the Knights 
of Pythias and while at Watertown served as chancellor commander 
of Lincoln Lodge, K.P. He was also shiek of the Dramatie Order 
of the Knights of Khorassan in El Wakodis Temple of Milwaukee, 
and he had membership with the Elks, the Moose and the Eagles in 
Janesville. He had many friends in the different communities in 
which he lived because of his sterling traits of character and genial 
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qualities. He was a self-made man in the truest and best sense of 
the term, his continuous advancement in his profession coming to 
him as the reward of merit and capability in his chosen field of labor. 

Mrs. Kuenzli, who is a daughter of Philip L. and Katherine 
(Siebold? Zindel, was reared in Chicago and was graduated from the 
Nurses School of the North Chicago Hospital, after which she engaged 
in nursing there to the time of her marriage. She is proving a 
woman of excellent business qualifications in carrying on the enter- 
prise which her brother and husband established, doing much to 
further develop the business, which is being carried forward on a 
substantial and successful basis. 


MICHAEL T. BUCKLEY, superintendent of schools of Washington 
County since 1919 and recognized as one of the strong and able edu- 
eators of this section of the state, was born February 12, 1876, in 
the county which is now his home, his parents being Daniel and 
Catherine (Murphy) Buckley. The father was but three years of age 
when brought by his parents, John and Mary Buckley, from Ireland 
to the United States, the family settling in New York, where Daniel 
Buckley was reared to manhood. In 1887 he migrated westward to 
Wisconsin and in 1840 made his first purchase of land, acquiring 
a forty acre tract, on which he built a log house. From that time 
forward he gave his attention most earnestly to the cultivation of his 
fields. His wife, Catherine (Murphy) Buckley, was a young maiden 
of seventeen years when she accompanied her parents, John and 
Catherine Murphy, to the new world and she worked on Staten Island 
for four years before coming to Wisconsin, the Murphy family being 
among the early settlers of Washington County, where they were in- 
terested in farming. 

-Michael T. Buckley is the eighth in order of birth in the family 
of ten children who were born to Daniel and Catherine Buckley. His 
early educational training was received in the rural schools of Wash- 
ington County and later he attended the high school of Hartford, 
Wisconsin, where he was graduated in 1894, while in 1896 he com- 
pleted a course in the State Teachers College at Oshkosh. It was then 
that he began his life work, for since that time he has been teacher and 
principal in Washington County. His first high school teaching was 
done as principal at Lone Rock, Wisconsin, where he remained from 
1901 to 1906, after which he was chosen principal of the schools at 
Sauk City, where he was the original pioneer in promoting the extra- 
curricular activity that later received national recognition, and which 
was discussed in several popular magazines. 

In 1916 Mr. Buckley took a year off to engage in commercial pur- 
suits, but decided that teaching was the calling for which he was best 
fitted and in which he could render the utmost service to his fellow- 
men. It was at that time that he was selected as principal of the North 
Side school at Hartford, where he remained until 1919, when he was 
elected county superintendent of schools in Washington County and 
has since filled the position, covering twenty-four years—years in 
which his work has been characterized by continuous progress, stimu- 
lated by a commendable ambition and reaching ever forward to ad- 
vanced goals. His methods have always been practical and resultant, 
and under his guidance the educational interests of Washington 
County have been greatly promoted. He keeps in touch with modern 
methods and has shown marked initiative in gaining the cooperation 
of teachers and pupils and laying a firm basis for intellectual achieve- 
ment. 
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On the 18th of August, 1901, Mr. Buckley was married to Miss 
Jennie Mulbanny, of Farmington, Wisconsin, who was a primary 
teacher prior to her marriage. She possesses a studious nature and 
is a great reader of the classics and of modern literature. Mr. and 
Mrs. Buckley have become parents of six children, the eldest of whom 
is Dr. Mortimer J. Buckley, a graduate of the University of Chicago 
and now a successful practicing physician. The others are Gerald, 
who is a graduate of the Oshkosh Normal; Rosalie, who is a graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin and taught school prior to her mar- 
riage to Daniel O’Meara; James, a student at the University of Wis- 
consin; and Marie and Magdalene, who died infancy. The parents 
are members of the Catholic church and Mr. Buckley belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus and the Holy Name Society. He is a man of 
deeply religious nature and he feels that he owes a great deal to his 
little Irish mother, with whom he would walk through the fields when 
a lad of nine or ten years and listen to her words of admiration for 
the growing grain and her thanks to the Great Giver of the blessings 
that had come to her and her family. She contrasted their farm 
home with the rocky and unproductive soil of the section of Ireland 
from which she had come and reveled in the improvements that were 
had in her new found home, although the improvements of that day 
were still rather primitive. Thus Michael Buckley learned apprecia- 
tion for all that came to him. The little log cabin which his father 
built has been boarded over and still stands as one of the monuments 
of the early days, and the farm which they occupied is still in the 
possession of the family. 

Mr. Buckley belongs to the State Teachers Association and he is 
frequently called upon to lecture on various topics throughout the 
state, which he does to the interests of all his hearers. He has made 
a real success of his chosen calling, not only imparting to others the 
knowledge he has acquired but also awakening in those whom he has 
instructed an understanding and appreciation of their opportunities 
and the value of their educational activities. 


WESLEY A. STEFFKE has made notable and rapid progress in the 
business world as the founder, promoter and owner of the Steffke 
Freight & Transportation Company of Wausau, and his life story 
should be a stimulating example to others. Born in Marinette, Wis- 
consin, October 21, 1907, he is a son of Walter T. and Augusta 
(Young) Steffke. The father, who was a retail grocer at Marinette 
for many years, died in 1934, but the mother is still living. They had 
a family of four sons, of whom Wesley A. is the second. 

Entering the public schools of his native city, Wesley A. Steffke 
passed through the grades to the high school and started out in the 
business world as a messenger in the First Wisconsin Bank of Mil- 
waukee, where he was employed for a year. He then formed a 
partnership with John Stang and they embarked in the trucking 
business under the name of the Capital City Cartage Company, 
making the run between Madison and Milwaukee and continuing the 
business until March, 1930, when they sold to the Yellow Truck 
Company of Madison, with which organization Mr. Steffke remained 
until 1932. 

In that year he came to Wausau and organized the Steffke Freight 
& Transportation Company, which entered upon a profitable existence. 
The growth and development of the business has been so rapid as to 
seem almost phenomenal. Following its organization on the 1st of 
June, 1932, the company opened a direct line to Menominee, Michi- 


7 s a : se wie” as 
> © f : <~ " 7 - we heies s a 
: s 1 ae ae! e vie 7 7 see 
. Sait of Leitinet anw yell AM’ t 


Vricke qraming 2 saw onw mienosgt dag rat to yerisdis 

Bay hue onde avolbula 9 aseesetoq sd@ .ogairtent ied eo) Torq fetlonss” 
ban 04  .svotexstil atebost to bun ébieanis odd do sobaoy dasty set 
“5 modw jo 'teobl sot \sorhlidd xia to etitetag sHidoed ¢ yollovd ed 


ages? Yo ysiavevinl odd Te stiwbary @ vobloel 0 sertioM .1C a “a 

histoD om aiedio att srabiaxdy yaistisatq'Ivteessie 2 won baa ~~ 

siaubaerg o si odw vilaeol :ienrio deoddeO off to sdaubasg & alone ( - 
“isin ‘tad of ‘twitq foofloe Jdyuet bow niesooitW Jousiersvinl sdatot 
“iV? to vierevinU odt in Jaubuta o wore jaiseM"O fsined ofogeit) 
edootay odT .yonstat baih odw sasisbygsll bas 9itkM bre priemes |, 
yt of synofed voidewa «aM beta stotao oilordis® odt to e1sdeem Caen 


ie wi) 


> 
i 


to pant a et off .vteinog ome! yioH edt hue evdetuloD Yo.ewiginget = 
cid of [asb tore s kowo on dnd’ eloot of ban owen evoiuiler yigesh) } 
aorw ebleit-ade dawowtl) dew bluew od myocdw diive Sodposmdnhit ins 
<0% sollationbs % ebiow ied of aodell bie esmey 9d 10/onie to me aan 
eoiieesi¢d oft to vevil) daed) odd of cds 19d bos glare goiworged?. 
erat sie? beteartiws of@  .ylins? tod bus cod. of emto> bed > me 


hiteloil to auigsee ond dodioe svidsoborqrys has voor odd dhiw onmony 

stow ted} alnorevonrinl sd a holovet bas omos bed ade doiiw set rr 

yah tsrid Yo eteomavoigmt od? ciguorlsie amod. bavot wan tod i bad 

-sfoornqs beniaol yoliawra teatoiM andl .evittorisg yodtat Hite stow 

yoriat ett doidee aides yot siil odT. .mid of sore last a eee 

efnomucor: art Ww one ae abomis lite buy ive bobthod treed aad aa . ae 

efit at ite ai Beiquese ved? doidw mrad of? bas .eyeb vinae oft, ta. 

inst ol! lo noleenenog 

ef of han soiteinownA eorlaaeT ot23@ off) of eqnoled yoltoua aM > 

aft tuodywoiadl esigot emmiisy no sito! of moqu. belles yltasupert. oR 
' shanr ead of. wronged wid lin to etestotai of? od esob- ond foidw. state a 
i edt avstiie of guittacat vino ton .yrtilins aeaoda eid 70 sgecone [sot 8 

eed act mote saed? i aisteoddwa onla tud bexlupos ead od ogbelwond 


f 


4 


ie 
hd 
i 
, 
: ia 


iY aottinuiieuiys tied! to abiinisssqqe bas quibaasaisbay 8 botouriant a Kea 4 

vf egitividse Incoeitaoube todd to -ouleyv edd bag 

= iy > : ie.’ 
oft nt eeargor, bidet hea oideton obam and anTIaTe hk ysuaa Wy tad i 


effiai® aiff to. sonwo bie rofemong: sabmvol ont) ae how see Ang ‘aaa 
wrote stil eid baa seaue hl to ynaquoO somatroqenerl & ry es 40 

iW otleniistd ni oe 2eadto of olqmuixo yaitalumites od bluodg 1°) 7 es 
gieunek bas TP soft Yo noe n at od VOOT JS sadotsO ,alemod 
-etiontiaM ta ysootm fintet a enw arlw jrorlictedT. .ofieid (gist) 


a bad vertT” vautvil (ee at writen: oft tod NACL ai bob ereey Yaa, 300: eae 

i “a - hoogge ot ehh yoiae ? mor to nog 10% Io ylimet@ 4G 

| pihet® A le aW vis oviinn eid Yo vloorve vildaq odd goinsjaa hla 
/ oct i tuo batiate bre topdon dytd oct of sabarg oft dauotds b i Ae 

'| S728 Yo Anefl aiznosei W test’ off ai v9ynovesm a ae blow eeontand 7” 

Filehs \\ 8 bomwot codt of’ .1a9% 8 402 heyolyine eew ed ssofw soduaw 

ae \patiouw odd ni bedradaw yodt bra yrate mdtol pte ope oh 


ee engnaes ogetin yt Istiqa) odt lo oman odd soba pag 


idiot oxties2 odd besinapto brs enaveW of egies ot Oe cc 
soteize oldsiiowg a nogs betstas doitw pieqnioD ae 

ot es bigns ov need aed wesaieud oft Yo Ineanqolevel Cu 
to jel odd no nottesinepto ett gaivroliot amet i 
-idoiM soriioneM of sail Jooith @ bensqo ynaqao 


a 


BivA . . 


a J i fe an Beas, 
¥ eas a”, 


730 WISCONSIN 


gan, in October, 1933, after operating for a little more than a year 
with a single line between Wausau and Chicago, with stops at Stevens 
Point and Wisconsin Rapids. The second forward step was taken in 
1934, when the company arranged for branch stations in Milwaukee 
and Chicago, and it is the only company in Wausau having separate 
stations in those two cities. By 1935 the business had reached such 
proportions that a removal was made from their first location at 412 
Washington Street to the foot of Franklin Street and in that year 
the company established a daily trucking service to Minneapolis and 
St. Paul and also into Michigan as far north as Ishpeming. Company- 
owned repair shops were established in Wausau and Menominee in 
1935,.with eight men employed. In 1938 the company bought out the 
Wisconsin Car Loading Company of Wausau. Again its housing 
accommodations became inadequate and the company began the con- 
struction of its present modern plant and terminal on Bellis Street, 
thus obtaining nine thousand square feet of floor space, representing 
an investment of twenty-five thousand dollars. 

By 1939 the business, which was started with one truck, was 
operating fifty-four pieces of traveling equipment, covering five 
thousand miles per day. They inaugurated an intensive safety cam- 
paign, requiring their drivers and other employes to attend safety 
meetings, in which many of the problems of safe driving were 
discussed, and all their drivers were cautioned against taking out a 
truck that was not in first class running order. All this has resulted 
ina minimum of accidents for the company. The continued expansion 
of the business is shown in the fact that the company now employs 
two hundred people, utilizes one hundred and forty-six vehicles and 
has one hundred and thirty local stations, where local men gather 
freight for their pickup. Two hundred miles of travel is considered 
a day’s work and the average run consists of seven hours of driving. 
The business, which has grown by leaps and bounds, is today one of 
the profitable enterprises of Wausau and is the expression of the 
determination, close application and reliable methods of its founder 
and owner. In addition Mr. Steffke is a director of the First 
American State Bank of Wausau and he is a director of the Central 
State Motor Freight Association. 

Mr. Steffke recognizes and fully meets his duties and obligation 
of citizenship. He is now serving as vice president of the Chamber of 
Commerce and is a director of Disaster Relief. He is also a Rotarian 
and he has attained the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry 
and is a member of the Shrine. He likewise belongs to the Elks lodge 
and to the Fraternal Order of Eagles and his name is on the member- 
ship rolls of the Wausau Club and the Wausau Country Club. His 
wife is a member of the Emanuel Lutheran Church and they are 
prominent in the social life of the community, just as Mr. Steffke is 
prominent in its business circles. 

Mr. Steffke married Dorothy Nickelsen, of Marinette, who is a 
graduate of the high school of that city. She is very active in Red 
Cross work and is chairman of the Nurses Aid. Two children are 
now members of the Steffke household—Gretchen Ann, who was born 
August 31, 1934, and Nancy Diane, born August 18, 1941. 


Dr. CECIL F. DULL, a representative of the medical profession of 
Richland Center who is displaying a very high degree of efficiency in 
surgery and is a member of the surgical staff of the Richland County 
Hospital, was born in Boaz, Dayton township, Wisconsin, September 
19, 1896. He is the only son of Peter and Arta (Dosch) Dull, resi- 
dents of Milwaukee. The family also includes a daughter, Esther. 
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The grandparents in both the paternal and maternal lines were early 
residents of this state, living in Crawford and Richland counties. 
Samuel Dull, the paternal grandfather, removed from Ohio and 
settled on a farm near North Clayton in Crawford County, and on 
the old homestead his son Peter was born. John and Melissa Dosch, 
the maternal grandparents of Doctor Dull, were natives of Pennsyl- 
vania and on coming to Wisconsin settled in Richland County, where 
they continued to make their home until they passed away. 

In 1916 Doctor Dull completed his high school studies at Soldiers 
Grove and’then pursued a course in a business college of Milwaukee. 
There was then a decided change in his activities, for on May 28, 
1917, he enlisted for service in the United States Army, the country 
having proclaimed war against Germany in the previous month. He 
was assigned to Company C of the Three Hundred and Tenth Field 
Signal Battalion, which was a part of the Fourth Army, stationed 
at Camp Custer and with which he later went overseas. He was a 
sergeant. From September 16 to September 19, 1918, he was at 
San Mihiel and he participated in the operations on Woevre front 
from September 14 to 25, 1918. He was in the Meuse-Moselle sector 
on November 11 when the Armistice was signed, and he was with 
the Army of Occupation from November 17, 1918, to May, 1919. 
Returning to his own country, he was mustered out at Camp Custer 
June 19, 1919. 

After paying a visit to his home in Wisconsin, Doctor Dull was in 
the employ of the Ford Motor Company at Detroit for a brief period, 
and in September, 1919, he enrolled as a student in the University 
of Wisconsin, where he won his Bachelor of Science degree in 1928. 
Upon that foundation he built the superstructure of his professional 
knowledge, gaining his M.D. degree at Rush Medical College in 
Chicago as a member of the graduating class of 1925. For fifteen 
months thereafter he was an interne in the Evanston Hospital and 
on the 14th of August, 1926, he came to Richland Center, where he 
became associated with Dr. W. R. Coumbe, of whom he became a 
partner after two years, under the firm name of Coumbe & Dull, 
while later Doctor Sholtes entered the firm. Doctor Dull has special- 
ized in surgery and in this field of practice has made steady improve- 
ment. He has taken special work in surgery at Harvard and has 
also done post-graduate work in Chicago at the Surgical Laboratory 
of Technique. In fact he has eagerly embraced every opportunity to 
gain a more thorough knowledge of the most modern methods and 
exemplifies in his practice the latest ideas of surgical procedure the 
value of which has been proven. 

Doctor Dull married Mrs. Maude V. (Fyre) Martin, of Chippewa 
Falls, Wisconsin, who is a graduate of Anchor Hospital Nurses School 
of St. Paul, Minnesota, completing her course in 1927, after which 
she accepted the position of surgical nurse in the Richland Center 
Hospital, there continuing until her marriage to Doctor Dull. They 
have three children: Cecil W., who was born August 15, 1929, is 
now in his junior year at St. John’s Military Academy, Delafield, 
Wisconsin; Thomas W., born May 30, 1982; and Dorothy Lou, born 
December 4, 1983. The Doctor is a member of the Masonic order 
and the Kiwanis Club, while his fraternities are Phi Beta Phi and 
honorary medical fraternity Sigma Sigma at Wisconsin. He belongs 
to the American Legion and La Societe des 40 Hommes et 8 Chevaux, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. He has served as health officer for eight 
years and as county medical director and advisor of the health 
commission. In 1941 he was appointed by the president of the 
Wisconsin State Medical Association as cancer research commissioner. 
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Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Richland 
County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Association 
and the American Medical Association. He is regarded as one of the 
leading surgeons of southern Wisconsin. 


JESSE M. PETERS. Almost two decades have passed since Jesse 
M. Peters was admitted to the bar, and since that year, 1924, he has 
gained prominent place both as a lawyer and law maker, now prac- 
ticing successfully at Hartford. He is numbered among Wisconsin’s 
native sons, having been born at Iron Ridge, Dodge County, July 21, 
1897, a son of Michael M. and Theresa (LaBuwi) Peters. On both 
the paternal and maternal sides of the family he comes of German and 
French ancestry and both families came to America about the same 
time and knew Wisconsin in the period of its pioneer development. 
His grandparents, Nicholas O. and Mary (Gutschenritter) Peters, 
were early residents of Dodge County, where the grandfather fol- 
lowed mercantile pursuits. The grandparents on the maternal side 
were Fred and Theresa (Standenmayer) LaBuwi, the former a 
farmer by occupation who also served his community as a justice of 
the peace. Michael M. Peters, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Peters, 
was a blacksmith by trade and died in 1932, while his wife, the mother 
of Jesse M. Peters, died in 1942. 

After attending the grade schools of Iron Ridge, Jesse M. Peters 
continued his education in the high school at Pardeeville and next 
entered Marquette University to qualify for his chosen profession, 
being there graduated with the LL.B. degree in 1924. In the mean- 
time he had written the military chapter into his life history by 
enlisting in the first World War, becoming a member of the Ninth 
Trench Mortar Battalion at Camp Nicholas, Louisiana. He received 
his discharge at the close of hostilities and returned home to take up 
his law studies. 

Following his admission to the bar Mr. Peters located in Hartford 
on September 1, 1924, and formed a partnership with John C. Russel. 
They practiced together until 1928, since which time Mr. Peters has 
followed his profession without partnership ties. In politics he has 
always given his support to the Republican party and the offices he 
has held have been in the strict path of law practice. He served as 
district attorney in 1929-30 and in 1938 he was elected to the State 
Senate for a four year term, during which he earnestly sought to 
further the interests and welfare of the commonwealth. One of the 
bills which he sponsored and which was passed in the Legislature 
of 1941 was the local budget bill, No. 64 A. It became a law on the 
19th of June and provides that all units of the government must have 
a regular budget, down through all the departments, even to the 
school budget, and thus the taxpayer is given a chance to know where 
and how his money is being spent. Mr. Peters has long been helpfully 
interested in practical politics whereby the welfare of the individual 
is taken into consideration and he has been a stanch advocate of many 
measures for the general good. He is now giving his attention largely 
to his practice, and the number of his clients is indicative of the 
ability which he has always displayed in his work before the courts. 
Outside of professional lines he is connected with the American 
Legion, also has membership in St. Killian’s Catholic Church, and is 
a charter member of Hartford Council No. 2689 of the Knights of 
Columbus. 

Mr. Peters married Helen Bachhuber, a member of one of the old 
families of the Mayville section of the state, where she was born and 
educated. She is a daughter of John and Mary (Wilde) Bachhuber. 
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After pursuing her general education she studied in the Brown Busi- 
ness College and on the 20th of June, 1931, became the wife of Jesse 
M. Peters. 


HERMANN NABER, one of the most extensive agriculturists of 
northern Wisconsin, especially of Shawano County, was a represen- 
tative naturalized American, one in whom was exemplified the truthful 
saying that “intellect and industry are not incompatible.” There is 
more wisdom and will be more benefit in combining these attributes 
than some scholars like to believe or than the common everyday world 
imagines. Life has time enough for both, and its happiness will be 
increased by their union. 

Mr. Naber was born November 12, 1825, on a farm in the Grand 
Duchy of Oldenburg, Germany, the country whence the Saxons of old 
departed for England centuries ago. His father, John Diedrick 
Naber, a well-to-do and well educated farmer, held important offices 
in his locality, serving for ten years as president of an agricultural 
society. ‘‘Diedrick’”’ has for many generations been a family name 
with the Nabers, and the Dutch Admiral Diedrick is said to have been 
the original “Flying Dutchman” of romance. To John D. Naber and 
his wife, Annie Catherine (Hillen) Naber, were born ten children. 
Three died in youth or infancy but all the others filled a large place 
in pioneer American life. 

Hermann Naber received common school and special agricultural 
training. For about six weeks he took two lessons a week in English, 
all the formal schooling he ever had in that language. In 1848, when 
he was twenty-two, his parents sent him to the United States to 
prospect, especially in the State of Wisconsin, for future homes for 
their own family and for others, under agreement to report by letter 
or in person within three years. This was done, resulting in the 
establishment of many comfortable and prosperous homes in the new 
world. It was in 1850 that the young man, after “spying out the 
land” and studying the best mode of farming there, returned to the 
Fatherland to make his favorable report. He remained there long 
enough to embark on the sea of matrimony. The ceremony was per- 
formed June 6, 1851, and his choice of partner on life’s voyage was 
Miss Margaret Schweers, also a native of Oldenburg. Her people 
also journeyed to America and were prominent builders of the new 
Wisconsin community. The youthful pair set sail on June 15, having 
chartered the entire second cabin of the good ship Stephanie, which 
was filled with friends from the old country, all bent on seeking new 
homes in the new world. Their placid seven-week journey augured 
well for the new life opening before them. 

Mr. Naber first settled in Mayville, Dodge County, remaining 
there until 1858, when he moved his family to Shawano, traveling 
by team to Oshkosh, thence by steamer. This was not his first visit 
to Shawano. In fact he had on one occasion walked all the way from 
New London to Shawano, securing produce for the new settlers. The 
prospect of a railroad induced him to make his home in the latter 
place and he purchased 160 acres of land nearby. It was in 1881 that 
the Great Northern Timber Belt Railroad was chartered and Mr. 
Naber was one of the directors and vice president. After sections of 
this road were graded up to the Shawano city limits under a new 
board of directors the right of way was abandoned, and with trans- 
portation facilities gone large quantities of bark and timber which 
Mr. Naber had bought could not be shipped, causing him heavy finan- 
cial loss. However, Mr. Naber successfully conducted a mercantile 
business at Shawano, first as one of the partners of Naber & Rude- 
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busch, later as sole proprietor. He did a vast trade in lumbermen’s 
supplies, bringing the goods all the way from Mayville, a distance 
of over a hundred miles, the winter trips being made with sleighs when 
the river was frozen over. Mr. Naber built the first sawmill at Shaw- 
ano, operating it for many years, and he owned the first hay press 
and scales ever seen there, the pressed hay> being sent to lumber 
camps. His farm holdings increased until he owned a thousand acres 
in the county. Not only did he institute various business enterprises, 
but he gave away lots to encourage building and he cooperated in 
every movement for the benefit and progress of this section of the 
state. 

Notwithstanding his extensive business interests Mr. Naber found 
time to devote to the service of his fellow citizens, his adopted country 
and state. Politically he was not bound to any party but was governed 
always by what he considered of benefit for the common man. He 
was opposed to monopolies and to their financing of elections of Con- 
gressional aspirants. Always unselfish in his interests, he served 
variously in public office. In 1875-76 he was mayor of Shawano. He 
served as presidential elector in the Hayes-Tilden election of 1876. 
In 1889 he was elected county judge of Shawano County by all the 
votes cast except ten, and in 1893 was reelected to that office. In 1864 
he had been sent to the State Legislature, and succeeded in securing 
for Shawano the U. S. military road about to be built from Fort 
Howard, Wisconsin, to Fort Wilkins, Michigan. Elected to the same 
office in 1875, he worked to secure better educational facilities, being 
instrumental in the passage of the free high school law for the entire 
state, and it was largely through his personal efforts that the Shawano 
high school was later established. In 1880, during his third period 
of service in the Legislature, the matter of transportation was his 
major objective. He worked for years to get a railroad built into 
Shawano, and when the Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railway 
finally came to his town Mr. Naber gave the welcoming address at the 
station. He again served in the Legislature in 1883-84. During his 
legislative career he made an extensive acquaintance all over the state. 
He was genial, ccurteous and a hard working member, and through his 
industry and strict attention to the affairs of his county he made many 
friends not only in the county but in other parts of the state, so that 
in 1888 he was nominated by the Democratic party for railroad com- 
missioner. 

An eloquent speaker, frequently called upon to address public 
gatherings, Mr. Naber was also the author of a number of manu- 
scripts which include an interpretation (beautifully written at the 
age of fourteen years) of the catechism—‘“an interpretation such as 
is needed in the church today,” according to a minister who carefully 
analyzed it. For one of his daughters, for the closing day of school, 
he wrote an essay on Home, and (after the Haymarket riot in Chi- 
cago), an article entitled “Knights of Labor.” In a brief and modest 
autobiography Mr. Naber wrote these meaningful words: ‘While in 
much other business during my life, I have never claimed any other 
profession than that of a farmer, and the height of my present ambi- 
tion is not ‘office’ but to be allowed to retire to our family farm, on our 
beautiful Lake Shawano, to develop and cultivate it——not for profit, 
for there is no profit in farming now, but for a family life insurance, 
the cashier of which cannot lose the cash in gambling or otherwise, 
and for a harbor of refuge for all of my numerous descendants, who 
may get wrecked in the storms of business life.” This farm was left 
by Mr. Naber to his children, who continued to hold it until 1943, 
when they disposed of it. 
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The happy home, so beautifully referred to by Mr. Naber, was 
blessed by the birth of twelve children: Adaline, Matilda, Franklin 
Diedrick, Hermine, Charles, Emma, Hermann; Mary, the widow of 
William C. Zachow, mentioned elsewhere in this publication; Mar- 
garet, Henry, Anna and Gerhard. Three of the children are still living 
Emma, Mrs. A. V. Heimburg; Mary, Mrs. W. C. Zachow; Anna, 
Mrs. H. A. Salchert. 

Mrs. Naber was a woman of exceptional qualifications. Both she 
and her husband assisted largely in building the first Protestant 
church in Shawano. Although Mr. Naber did not have membership 
in any denomination, he was interested in the promotion of a church 
and its influence in his home city, and he and his wife gave of their 
time anid effort to gather sufficient money to build the first church 
edifice. Mrs. Naber was also one of the organizers of the cemetery 
association that established and improved the Woodlawn Memorial 
Cemetery. Their daughter, Mrs. Mary Zachow, has since carried on 
the work and the lovely chapel on the cemetery grounds was the ful- 
fillment of the mother’s dream. 

The fine family residence erected in 1871 was for many years one 
of the show places of Shawano. It was here that Mr. and Mrs. Naber 
celebrated their golden wedding on January 6, 1901; and here Mr. 
Naber passed away April 11, 1909, rounding out a long, rich, useful 
life. His beloved wife survived him by nine years, reaching the age 
of eighty-seven. Their influence is still felt in many ways, and the 
older residents speak with admiration of Hermann Naber who, com- 
ing to the new world, carved out for himself a noteworthy place in 
its life, contributing in outstanding measure to the upbuilding and the 
welfare of his community. In closing his published obituary of Judge 
Naber, Mr. M. J. Wallrich said: “As a whole Judge Naber’s life was 
a success from the standpoint of impressing his personality for good 
upon the community and the community is better because Judge Naber 
has been part of it and because he has nobly contributed his part for 
the general education of the masses and by advocating and practicing 
honesty in official life and purity in social life.” 


WILLIAM C. ZACHOW was a pioneer business man of Shawano 
who attained prominence in connection with various industrial, 
commercial and financial enterprises of this section of Wisconsin 
and thus contributed to its development and upbuilding. His sterling 
worth of character, as well as his business ability, was also widely 
recognized, and he long had high rating as one of the leading, valued 
and esteemed residents of his community. 

When Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Zachow were living in the town of 
Greenville, Outagamie County, Wisconsin, their son William Chris- 
tian was born April 2, 1857, and there he and his brother and sisters, 
John, Mary, Ida and Anna, were reared on the home farm until 
about 1875, when the family removed to Seymour. Previously 
William Zachow had attended the district schools near his father’s 
farm, and after they established their home in the town he secured 
a position in a box factory, while later he engaged in clerking in a 
store there. That he was ambitious to broaden his knowledge and 
promote his education is shown by the fact that while clerking he 
devoted his few leisure moments to reading such books as were 
available and would furnish him instruction. He was a student all 
his life, learning not only from books but from every experience 
that came to him and he became a man of sound judgment and of 
keen business vision. 
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When eighteen years of age Mr. Zachow went to Bonduel, where 
he entered the employ of Adolph Spengler, with whom he remained 
for a number of years, working in a general store. The store was 
sold to A. Kahn & Company and he continued with it. When the 
Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western Railroad Company built its line 
from Shawano to Oconto, and the community that is now Cecil came 
into existence, he felt that there might be good business opportunities 
there and in 1884 he and his father and brothers-in-law, P. H. Meyer 
and Frank Isstas, opened a general store in Cecil. There William 
C. Zachow afterward broadened his interests by establishing an 
elevator and selling grain. He also handled livestock and timber 
and developed a sawmill. There was nothing spectacular about his 
rise in business, which resulted from close application, keen insight 
and unfaJtering industry. He saw and utilized his chances and 
gradually he progressed to a point of affluence. He aided in organ- 
izing the State Bank at Cecil and he was vice president and one of 
the organizers of the First National Bank of Shawano. He was one of 
the promoters of the Wisconsin Northern Railroad, which named a 
village Zachow in his honor because of the large amount of shipping 
which he did at that point. 

In 1908 he removed with his family to Shawano. <A year or 
two before Mr. Zachow had been elected to the presideney of the 
First National Bank and, disposing of his varied business interests 
at Cecil, he concentrated his efforts and attention upon the financial 
affairs under his direction in Shawano. He was also one of the 
founders and early presidents of the Wolf River Fiber & Paper 
Company, and it was characteristic of him that all through his active 
business life, when he was developing his own interests and building 
up his fortune, he was never too busy to be a good friend of the 
working man. His sympathy was always with them who were 
struggling to rise, and he never hesitated to extend a helping hand. 
In the later years of his life he lived retired from active business, 
enjoying the rest which he had truly earned and richly merited. 

In 1887 William C. Zachow wedded Mary A. Naber, a daughter 
of Herman D. and Margaret (Schweers) Naber, and it was the old 
Naber home that the Zachow family occupied after their removal 
to Shawano in 1903. Mr. and Mrs. Zachow had five children. 
Margaret is the wife of J. L. Rollman, and they have four children; 
Henry; William L., who is with the United States Army in the 
South Seas; Mary Jane, a registered nurse; and Lucille. Jacob 
Zachow, the second of the family, died at the age of eight years. 
Lucille is the wife of A. F. Koehler, of Chicago, and they have two 
children, twins, Don and Donna. Marie is the wife of Thomas B. 
Kellogg, of Mellon, Wisconsin, and has one son, Robert Erickson, 
who was born of her first marriage. Anna Claire is the wife of Dr. 
V. P. Carroll, and their children are Patricia Ann, Mary Kathleen 
and Vincent P. Jr. Mrs. Zachow was one of a family of twelve 
children, of whom three are still living, and she attended the local 
grade and high schools, after which she engaged in teaching prior 
to her marriage. She is the president of the local historical society 
and is regarded as an authority on all matters pertaining to the 
annals of this region. She was president for eleven years of the 
Woodlawn cemetery and she belongs to the Christian Science church, 
of which Mr. Zachow was likewise a member. He long had member- 
ship in the Masonic order. He passed away April 29, 1989, at the 
age of eighty-one years. His entire record of success was a com- 
mendable one, for it was never strewn with the wreck of other 
men’s failures. He was just and upright in business, was a pro- 
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gressive citizen and at his own fireside was a devoted husband and 
father who found his greatest happiness in contributing to the 
welfare of his wife and children. Mr. and Mrs. Zachow celebrated 
their golden wedding September 28, 1937. 


CHARLES IF’. NABER is the president and general manager of the 
Wolf River Paper & Fiber Company, which owns and controls one of 
the largest and most important productive industries of Shawano. 
He was born here, a son of Franklin D. and Mary A. (Bucholtz) Na- 
ber and a grandson of Hermann D. and Margaret (Schweers) Naber, 
who are mentioned at length elsewhere in this work. Franklin D. 
Naber was born in Mayville, Dodge County, Wisconsin, May 21, 1853, 
and acquired his education in the schools of Shawano, after which he 
was employed in his father’s store until he reached the age of twenty- 
eight years. During that period he carefully saved his earnings until 
his industry and economy had brought him sufficient capital to enable 
him to engage in business on his own account and in 1882 he purchased 
the drug store of Charles Wiley, continuing to conduct the business 
most successfully for fourteen years. In 1894 K. M. Phillips, a: 
Shawano attorney, persuaded him to enter the pulp mill business. 

An organization was effected known as the Wolf River Paper & 
Fiber Company and for five vears operated a ground-wood mill and 
later a sulphite mill was built. The year 1902 witnessed the building 
by the company of a paper mill, and the steady development of the 
business has made it one of the largest and most important manu- 
facturing concerns of the county. Mr. Naber was largeiy instru- 
mental in its steady development, his well formulated plans guiding 
it through the initial stage and through the later years of growth and 
expansion, and the company which was originally capitalized for 
_ twenty-four thousand dollars had by 1924 increased its capital stock 
to five hundred thousand dollars. The company manufactured wrap- 
ping papers and found a market for its output that covered the entire 
country. 

In addition to serving as president of the Wolf River Paper & 
Fiber Company, Franklin D. Naber was one of the organizers, the 
vice president and a director of the Shawano Box Company, a - 
director of the First National Bank and the secretary and treasurer 
of the Naber Farm Company, controlling extensive agricultural inter- 
ests. He likewise dealt extensively in real estate and he platted three 
additions to Shawano, known as the Naber addition of twenty acres, 
the Fairview addition of forty acres and the Naber Park addition, 
embracing four acres. Notwithstanding the demands made upon him 
by his varied business activities, Mr. Naber found time to cooperate 
with and support all worthy plans and measures for the good of town 
and county and served as chairman of the county chapter of the Red 
Cross in World War I. His political allegiance was given the Demo- 
cratic party and his religious faith was that of the Catholic church. 

In Clintonvilie, Wisconsin, in 1882, Franklin D. Naber married 
Mary A. Bucholtz, a daughter of Alexander Bucholtz, who was of 
German descent. Three sons and a daughter were born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Naber: Bernard, who resided in Los Angeles, where he was a 
real estate dealer; Alexander, who became a civil engineer and was 
connected with the State Highway Department; Charles; and Pauline, 
the wife of Benjamin Schutz, of Shawano. 

Charles F. Naber, reared in Shawano, attended the Catholic school 
until he had completed the eighth grade, after which he completed the 
high school course, and then graduated from the Chicago Business 
College, a three year course. At the time of World War I he joined 
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the army as a member of the Thirty-second Division and spent a year 
and a half overseas, being on duty with the Army of Occupation in 
Germany for six months after active hostilities had ceased. At the 
close of his military experience he returned home and for two years 
was employed in the First National Bank, working in various capaci- 
ties. It was then that he became associated with the Wolf River 
Paper & Fiber Company, which was organized by his father, F. D. 
Naber, who became the president, associated with W. C. Zachow, K. 
M. Phillips and Joseph J. Wurtz, all of whom are now deceased. This 
was in 1894, prior to which time a dam had been built near the 
present plant, the builders of the dam meaning it to be used as a 
power dam. The water power that was thus secured was used by 
the company for a ground wood mill, and the business was thus 
carried on until 1901, when a sulphite pulp mill was started, followed 
by the building of a paper mill in 1902. The present extensive busi- 
ness is the outgrowth of these early endeavors and has become one of 
the leading manufacturing interests of this part of the state. When 
they began making paper in 1902 they employed thirty-five people in 
the plant and today they have two hundred employes. They produce 
sulphite wrapping paper in large quantities and make shipments 
from coast to coast and also have a considerable export trade. Addi- 
tions have beeii made to the plant from time to time as needed and 
today the buiidings and grounds cover approximately twenty acres. 
In 1910 the company owned six thousand acres of timberland, which 
has produced in the passing years wood for this mill, while at the 
present writing they secure their timber supply from other parts of 
Wisconsin and from Michigan, buying all the wood which they use in 
their manufacturing processes. Charles F. Naber became secretary- 
treasurer and general manager in 1929 and the president of the 
company in 1940. His executive control is a strong element in the 
prosperity that has attended the enterprise since he was called to his 
present position. ' 

Mr. Naber married Genevieve Flanagan, of Hurley, Wisconsin, 
and their children are as follows: John, who is a graduate of Notre 
Dame University, is now a lieutenant in the United States Navy; Dan 
is in the Army Tank Corps at Fort Knox, Kentucky; Mary Gene is 
attending high school; and Neil is a student in the grade schools. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Naber are members of the Catholic church, and 
she is active in the Girl Scout activities. Mr. Naber belongs to the 
Knights of Columbus, is a member of the executive board of the 
Chamber of Commerce, is a director and the chairman of the city 
planning committee and is also serving on the board of appeals. He 
has taken quite an active part in the bond sales and the Red Cross 
work and at all times does what he can in matters of progressive 
citizenship both in times of war and days of peace, his efforts being 
at all times effective and resultant. He was one of the organizers and 
the first president of the Shawano Lake Golf Club, organized in 1922. 


C. S. BAKER heads the leading industry of Evansville and has 
been identified with the enterprise for a long period. The public 
recognizes him as the vital force behind the business, for he has 
transformed it from a non-paying concern into a profitable industry 
that furnishes employment to many scores of workmen as well as 
yielding excellent financial returns to the stockholders. 

It was in 1873 that the leading men of Evansville publicly acknowl- 
edged that something must be done to stimulate manufacturing, and 
discussion of the subject led to the organization of what was known 
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as the firm of A. 8S. Baker & Company in April of that year. His 
associates in the undertaking were Caleb Snashall, L. M. Mygatt, 
W. 8S. Smith, Almeron Eager and L. M. Shaw, each of whom con- 
tributed $1000. This constituted the entire capital of the new concern, 
which undertook the manufacture of witdmills and iron pumps. 
In the first year Mr. Shaw withdrew, taking goods manufactured 
by the company as his share. The new undertaking did not prove 
a success in its initial period, so that assessments were necessarily 
levied for its continuance, and by 1876 $12,500 had been invested. 
Up to that time the enterprise had been managed by members of the 
firm, Snashall and Mygatt doing the buying and selling, Smith and 
ager the bookkeeping and collecting, while A. S. Baker managed 
the manufacturing and shipping. 

In January, 1876, at a meeting of the stockholders, it was acknowl- 
edged that the enterprise was proving not a success but a continual 
financial drain on the stockholders, and their talk was of discontinu- 
ance, but it was finally decided to make A. 8. Baker sole manager of 
the undertaking with a distinct understanding that no more debts 
were to be incurred and that the business must be run in the future 
without calling on the individual members for any further financial 
aid. This proved to be the turn in the tide, for on January 1, 1879, 
it was found that the net assets amounted to more than $20,000, and 
in February of that year it was decided to incorporate under the 
name of the Baker Manufacturing Company, with a paid up capital 
stock of $20,000, consisting of 200 shares, each of par value of $100. 

The officers of the new corporation were Caleb Snashall, president; 
L. M. Mygatt, vice president; W. 8. Smith, secretary; and A. S. 
Baker, treasurer and superintendent. These, together with Almeron 
Eager, constituted the board of directors, each of whom had shares 
of stock to the value of $4,000. Something of the steady growth 
and expansion of the business is shown in the fact that in 1883 the 
capital stock was increased to $100,000. The first dividend—one per 
cent—was declared January 12, 1891, for up to this time the stock- 
holders had allowed all the profits of the business to be applied to 
paying up in full the capital stock of the company. 

On the 26th of December, 1891, at a meeting of the board, it was 
decided to declare the company’s stock fully paid up, as the assets 
exceeded the capital stock, and later it was agreed to pool thirty 
shares of the stock to be offered to employes as an investment, while 
a six per cent dividend was also declared. In 1896 plans were 
discussed to interest employes in taking stock in the company and it 
was decided to increase the capital by $10,000 provided the stock 
could be sold to the workingmen. It was also in that year that J. S. 
Baker, son of A. S. Baker, entered the firm as engineer and developed 
a new windmill which had been patented. The following year he 
was elected to the board of directors, as was C. J. Smith, who was 
also made secretary of the company. That same year a new office 
and several additional buildings were erected to meet the continued 
expansion of the trade. The plant was equipped with the latest 
improved machinery in its line and every facility added to further 
the interests of the business. 

After 1892 a six per cent dividend had been regularly declared 
annually and in 1909 an additional ten per cent dividend was issued, 
while a six per cent dividend was also paid on the $7,750 invested in 
the electric plant, which furnished the electric supply to the city. 
For some time profit-sharing plans were under discussion by the 
board of directors and in 1899 a committee, composed of A. S. Baker, 
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J.S. Baker and C. J. Smith, was appointed to submit a plan for this, 
which they did and which was adopted February 7, 1899. This 
provided that each man who kad been in the company’s employ during 
the past year should be paid ten per cent in cash of the wages he had 
earned, including salaried men, and the amount thus paid was slightly 
in excess of $2,900. 

On February 24, 1899, at a shareholders meeting, it was agreed to 
increase the capital stock to $300,000, of which $200,000 was to be 
known as preferred stock and $100,000 as common stock to be paid 
in profit-sharing’ to capital and labor in proportion to the earnings 
of each. The earnings of capital were to be five per cent on the 
preferred stock and the earnings of labor the amount earned by each 
employe in day wages or salaries during the year. 

Each year ten per cent of the preceding year’s profit was set 
aside as a sinking fund and the balance divided in profit sharing, 
part paid in cash and part in the common stock of the company. No 
one participated in profit sharing before being in the company’s 
employ two years. 

In 1903 A. S. Baker became president and treasurer of the 
company, and during his regime, with his son J. S. Baker as general 
manager, the business was further developed with a proportionate 
improvement in the plant, including the erection of a three-story 
brick warehouse and a three-floor gas engine machine shop. Sales 
of stationary gas engines and windmills continued to increase until 
the company found it necessary to establish sales agencies throughout 
the country. 

In 1916 J. S. Baker was elected president, treasurer and general 
manager and not only introduced the present windmill design and 
electric water system, but through untiring efforts put the business 
on a sound financial basis, wisely directing its affairs through the 
recent financial depression of the country with uninterrupted opera- 
tion and a continuation of dividend payments to all stockholders. 
Today the corporation, the Baker Manufacturing Company, controls 
the largest industrial concern of Evansville and its ramifying trade 
connections reach out to various parts of the country, with branches 
and distributing points at Forth Worth, San Angelo, Lubbock and 
Amarillo, Texas; Enid, Oklahoma; Hutchinson, Kansas; Kansas 
City, Missouri; Omaha, Nebraska; Fort Dodge, Cedar Rapids and 
Fredericksburg, Iowa; Minneapolis, Minnesota; Memphis, Tennessee ; 
and Brandon, Manitoba, Canada. 

In the main plant at Evansville were manufactured the first 
beacons that first lighted the airways between New York and San 
Francisco and furnished a crew from its Evansville factory to install 
the towers. The manufactured line of the company now includes 
electric water systems, pump jacks, engine jacks, gasoline engines, 
pumps, cylinders, windmill towers, well supplies of every description, 
and airplane and radio towers, and the business has become of great 
worth in the industrial growth and progress of the state. 

At the head of the company now stand C. S. Baker, and J. G. 
Baker, sons of J. S. Baker and grandsons of A. S. Baker, one of the 
original promoters of the business, C. 8. Baker having succeeded his 
father as president, treasurer and general manager, while his brother 
is vice president, in charge of engineering. The name Baker has 
thus been prominently associated with the enterprise from the begin- 
ning and has been the synonym of enterprise and progressiveness in 
all that concerns the growth, development and expansion of the 
industry. 
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REV. EDWARD STEHLING, pastor of the Holy Angels Catholic Church 
of West Bend since 1928, was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Novem- 
ber 20, 1880, a son of Joseph J. and Catharine (Blommer) Stehling. 
He attended St. Boniface parochial school and then entered St. Francis 
Seminary, from which he was graduated in June, 1904. Following 
his ordination he went to Fond du Lac to become assistant to Reverend 
Wuelffing, pastor of St. Mary’s Church, there remaining for three 
years, after which he was connected with St. Raphael’s at Madison 
for three years. In 1910 he was assigned to his first pastorate, at 
Marytown, Wisconsin, taking up his duties as pastor of St. Mary’s 
congregation, where he remained for eighteen years or until 1928, 
when he was called to West Bend to take charge of Holy Angels 
Chureh, which under his guidance during the past seventeen years 
has made marked material and spiritual progress. 

The church of the Holy Angels existed as a mission for forty-four 
years. As early as 1849 missionaries ministered the sacraments in 
private.homes and the work has been continued since that time, with 
a gradual increase in power and influence among the people of the 
community. The first church, a little frame building twenty-three by 
thirty-four feet, was completed in 18538, and in 1862 a bell was pur- 
chased, this being the first church bell that rang in the town. It 
weighed six hundred pounds and was installed at a cost of $220, 
to which many people of the town generously contributed. 

By July, 1866, plans for a second church edifice were well under 
way, for at that time the cornerstone was laid, the structure being 
completed the following year save for the steeple. The church was 
consecrated October 20, 1882, and the first frame church was then 
used as a school building for many years. From 1870 until 1888 
Rev. M. Ruckengruber, of St. Mary’s in Barton, performed the mis- 
sionary labors at West End and in 1880, under his supervision, the 
church property was improved with the erection of a brick school- 
house, with dwelling rooms for the teachers, at a cost of $7,000. Its 
four rooms were arranged for giving instruction in the work of eight 
grades by four of the Sisters of Notre Dame. A steeple, one hundred 
and twenty-five feet in height, was added to the church in 1882, at a 
cost of about $20,000. 

Holy Angels ceased to be a mission and became a church in July, 
1893, when the Rev. Peter J. Stupfel became resident priest. In 1894 
the parsonage was built at a cost of $6,000. In June, 1914, the cor- 
nerstone of the present church was laid and the purchase of additional 
land was completed, giving the congregation an entire block, in the 
midst of which stands a fine edifice, Tudor-Gothic in style, built of 
concrete, brick and Bedford limestone. This was consecrated June 
20,1915, by Archbishop Messmer. The interior is tastefully decorated 
and there are magnificent windows, a fine altar and other church 
accessories. A new parsonage and a residence for the Sisters were 
also added to the church property, which is today valued at about 
$125,000. 

Today the parish has 1078 members, representing between 850 and 
900 families, with an attendance of 454 in the parish school under the 
care of eleven Sisters of Notre Dame, who give instruction in the 
work of the grades. The various branches of the church work are 
being steadily carried forward under the direction of the Reverend 
Stehling, who has continued his labors here for fifteen years. He is 
one of five sons of Joseph J. and Catharine (Blommer) Stehling who 
have become Catholic priests. His brother, the Rev. Charles Stehling, 
after completing his studies in this country went to Innsbruck, 
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Switzerland, and Rome, Italy, for further study. He has now passed 
from this life. Father John Stehling is pastor of St. Mary’s Church 
in Racine, Wisconsin, while Father Henry Stehling is located at Leroy, 
Wisconsin, and Father Joseph Stehling is superintendent of Messmer 
high school of St. Nicholas Church in Milwaukee. The other son of 
the family is Michael Stehling, who married Laura Mahoney, a sister 
of the Reverend Mahoney, pastor of St. Raphael’s Church at Madison. 
Thus the work of the church is being steadily carried forward by the 
other members of the family as well as by Father Edward Stehling, 
who has worked untiringly for the benefit of Holy Angels Church and 
who has added to the church property by the purchase of a tract of 
land from the city comprising twenty lots, on which has been erected 
a good- school building at a cost of $46,000. He has two assistant 
priests to aid him in the work necessary in connection with so large 
a congregation as that over which he has presided for a decade and 
a half. 


THE LANGLADE COUNTY MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, situated at the 
corner of Fifth Avenue and Aurora Street in Antigo, was established 
as a memorial to the soldiers and sailors who had given their lives in 
defense of American principles. It was in 1930 that a number of 
leading local citizens who were interested in such a project met for 
the discussion of the matter, desirous that Antigo should have a 
modern hospital adequate for all present day needs. As the result 
of their efforts the county brouzht out a bond issue of two hundred 
thousand dollars, of which one hundred thousand dollars was to be 
met by direct taxation and the remainder by voluntary contribution. A 
five acre plot of ground was secured and the plans were drawn by Van 
Ryn & Galleke, architects of Milwaukee, while soon afterward the 
work of excavation was begun by the Immell Construction Company 
of Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. 

From that time forward the work was steadily carried on until 
there arose a handsome structure, a heavy steel skeleton resting on 
concrete foundations, while the walls were of brick, backed by hollow 
tile, and the face brick is of the wire cut variety in two tones of buff 
yellow. The floors are of re-enforced concrete, faced with terrazzo and 
the steel staircases have the terrazzo treads. The partitions are built of 
hollow tile, faced with plaster and all doors,and window casings are 
of metal construction, while the doors and the other woodwork is all 
of walnut. In the northwest corner of the basement is the boiler 
room, equipped with two large type Kewaunee boilers and the Johnson 
system of automatic temperature regulation has been installed. The 
main kitchen is a large room in the east end of the basement, where 
electric cooking ranges and an electric dishwasher are in use, and in 
the basement is also found a large well-lighted laundry, while the 
X-Ray room is also located in the basement. 

The passenger elevator has a fireproof shaft and there is an auto- 
matic dumbwaiter for conveying the food to the different floors. 
The first floor is divided into patients’ rooms, the office and a small 
operating room for emergency cases, while on the second floor is 
found the maternity ward, the nursery and the solarium. The walls 
in the operating room are of green glazed tile to a height of seven 
feet. While the hospital is comparatively small, the structure and 
the equipment are such as to make it a perfect replica in miniature of 
the best hospitals in the larger cities. 

The building itself is one hundred and seventy-two by forty-two 
feet in dimension and stands in the midst of a well kept lawn, being 
situated far enough back from Fifth Avenue to escape all annoying 
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traffic noises. The ambulance approach is through a covered drive- 
way to a basement entrance. 

The Langlade County Memorial Hospital was completed in 1931 
but stood idle until December, 1932, as those in charge wished to 
have the right personnel take over its conduct and management. At 
the latter date the Sisters of St. Joseph of Canada were prevailed upon 
to take over the hospital. They purchased the property, made several 
minor changes and provided fitting furnishings and soon the Memorial 
Hospital was receiving patients. The Sisters are of the Order of 
Hospitallers of St. Joseph, the first of the order in America going to 
Montreal, Canada, in the year 1639. There they began their ministra- 
tions, but later the mother house on this continent was established 
at Chatham, New Brunswick, and today the Order of St. Joseph has 
three hospitals in Wisconsin, two in Chicago, two in Vermont, one in 
Maine and one at Polson, Montana, thus extending its work into the 
United States. 

The Sisters expended fifty thousand dollars for the furnishings 
and equipment and there are today fifty beds and eleven bassinettes. 
Every part of the building is occupied, the number of patients having 
greatly increased since this country entered World War II. There are 
eleven registered nurses and seven Sisters who are also nurses, and 
they also depend on the help of Nurses Aids. Sister MacIntosh, 
Sister Martin and Sister Rideout assumed charge of the hospital in 
December, 1932, and on the 22nd of March, 19383, it was dedicated by 
Rev. Conrad Saile, and clergy of both Protestant and Catholic 
churches participated in the ceremonies, in addition to clergymen 
and citizens from several nearby communities, Reverend Saile acting 
as master of ceremonies. From the beginning Sister MacIntosh has 
been the superintendent and the hospital is meeting a great need in 
the community. 


May K. Powers is well known in Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, where 
since the year 1933 she has been filling the position of postmaster. 
She has spent her entire life in Lake Geneva, as she was born on 
May 20, 1882, on a farm two miles east of the city of Lake Geneva, 
in Lyons township. She is the daughter of Richard and Mary 
sridget (Cassin) Powers. For four generations the Powers family 
has resided at Lake Geneva. Her father was born December 31, 
1848, on the Powers farm in Lyons township, Walworth County, 
where all his children were also born. He was the son of Patrick 
and Margaret (Derene) Powers, both of whom were natives of 
Ireland. At the age of eighteen Patrick Powers left his native land 
and sought the opportunities of the new world. He lived in Saint 
Louis, Missouri, for about seventeen years and then, on January 6, 
1845, came to Wisconsin and located on the Powers farm in Lyons 
township, Walworth County. He obtained a patent to this land 
from the Government. He was quite active in public affairs and 
took a keen interest in everything pertaining to the welfare and 
improvement of this section of the state. He lived on his farm until 
his death occurred in 1868. His wife survived him for fourteen 
years, passing away in 1882. They were the parents of four children: 
William, twins Michael and Richard, and John. 

Richard Powers remained on the old homestead until he reached 
the age of forty-five. His brothers Michael and William died when 
young men. Richard built a home in Lake Geneva in 1894, 
where he and his family have resided, and it is the present home of 
Postmaster May K. Powers. Richard Powers was a resourceful 
business man, enterprising and energetic. He and his brother John 
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built the first creamery in North Dakota. They acquired farm lands 
in North Dakota and a banking business. John Powers Sr. lived in 
North Dakota until he retired in 1941, returning then to Lake Geneva, 
where he passed away on December 7, 1942. In politics Richard 
Powers was a stalwart Democrat, and at one time served as alderman 
of Lake Geneva. Being a Catholic, he was active in promoting the 
building of St. Francis de Sales Church at Lake Geneva, where his 
father had also been instrumental in the erection of the previous 
church. 

On February 38, 1880, Richard Powers was married to Mary 
Bridget Cassin, a daughter of Stephen and Mary (Cody) Cassin, 
natives of Ireland, in which country Mrs. Powers was also born. 
Richard and Mrs. Powers were the parents of five children. 
Margaret, who is the wife of Oliver T. Cody, an attorney, lives in 
Chicago. The Codys have three sons: Edward, who with his wife 
and daughter lives in Chicago, where he is interested in business; 
Sergeant Oliver T. Cody Jr., who is serving with the Far East Air 
Forces in Korea, while his wife and infant son remain in Chicago; 
Lieutenant Paul C. Cody, who is a pilot and has just returned from 
serving in Europe during the war. He is now with his wife in 
Chicago. 

William Powers, the oldest son of Richard Powers, was a promi- 
nent business man in Montana, where he was interested in banking 
and served as secretary of state. He later moved his family to 
Spokane, Washington, where he was vice president of the Federal 
Land Bank at Spokane, Washington, which position he held at the 
time of his death, November 7, 1936. His widow and three youngest 
daughters, Georgianna, Mary and Patricia, reside in Helena, Montana. 
The oldest daughter, Margaret, is the wife of Lieutenant John 
Murray, of Langley Field, Virginia. The son is Lieutenant James 
A. Powers, of Montgomery, Alabama, where his wife resides while 
Lieutenant Powers is in service in the Army Air Forces. 

Kdward Powers, the second son of Richard Powers, was a well 
known banker and farmer at Medicine Lake, Montana, where he 
lived at the time of his death February 24, 1935. He was survived 
by his widow and three sons, who make their home in Lake Geneva. 
These three sons of Edward Powers have been in military service 
as follows: Lieutenant Richard Powers is a pilot in the Army Air 
Forces. Master Sergeant John T. Powers served three and a half 
years in the South Pacific and has returned to the United States, 
and the youngest son, Edward J. Powers, is a lieutenant in the 
navy in the South Pacific. 

The youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Powers resides at 
Oakes, North Dakota, where he carries on large farm interests and 
is prominent in public life. He has a wife and two children, William 
and Grace Mary, who are attending school in Oakes. 

May K. Powers of this review and the above named persons 
made up the family of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Powers. The death 
of Richard Powers occurred in his home in Lake Geneva, January 
19, 1930, and that of his wife on July 17, 1988. 

Miss May K. Powers was a pupil in the public school of Lake 
Geneva until she completed her third year of high school. Her 
parents then enrolled her at St. Clara Academy, Sinsinawa, where 
she graduated in 1901. A few years later she entered the business 
world, starting as a clerk in the local banks. For eleven years she 
was in the employe of the Wisconsin Power & Light Company at 
Lake Geneva. She resigned that position to accept the appointment 
of acting postmaster on July 15, 1933. Her permanent appointment 
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as postmaster was confirmed May 30, 1934, and she has since con- 
tinued in that office, discharging her duties with promptness, 
capability and fidelity. Her work has well served the community 
for many years. It was during her administration that the new 
post office building was erected in the year 1939. She is a member 
of St. Francis de Sales Catholic Church and belongs to the Catholic 
Daughters of America, the Woman’s Club and the Chamber of 
Commerce. Postmaster May K. Powers is widely known and well 
respected in Walworth County and has a large circle of friends. 


THE ENGER KRESS COMPANY, while established as a Milwaukee 
concern, has operated in West Bend for many years, becoming one 
of the Jargest and most important productive interests of the city. 
The officers at the present writing in 1945 are O. P.. Klein, president ; 
Howard A. Bauman, vice president; and A. E. Pischke, secretary- 
treasurer. The company makes goods of high grade and of many 
kinds and employs two hundred and fifty people in the factory and 
twenty salesmen. In addition to the American trade they also export 
to the Hawaiian Islands. 

The plant is the last word in equipment and facilities. It is a 
beautiful building, substantial and well lighted, and everything is done 
for the comfort and convenience of the workers. The lot on which 
the present factory stands was purchased by the Enger Kress Pocket 
Book Company. Mr. Hichelberg and A. R. Bauman were later mem- 
bers of the firm but the former sold his interest and Mr. Bauman is 
now living retired. George F. Groom came into the organization 
about 1916. 

George Enger, one of the organizers of the Enger Kress Corpora- 
tion of West End, came to America at the age of twenty-seven years 
from Germany, where he was born February 19, 1851. He obtained 
his education in his native country and in 1885 crossed the Atlantic, 
making his way to Milwaukee. He held the position of buyer with a 
wholesale importing company for three years and then established a 
business of his own, starting on a small scale in the work of manu- 
facturing leather products. He built a plant in North Milwaukee and 
the enterprise grew and prospered until two hundred and fifty people 
were employed, but the plant was totally destroyed by fire. 

At that time Mr. Enger removed to West Bend and again started in 
business in a humble way. Again success attended the venture, the 
trade steadily growing in volume and proportions. Mr. Enger pur- 
chased the ground where the present factory now stands and on 
the site erected a frame structure, but again fire wiped out the plant. 
Work was resumed in temporary quarters and thus carried on until 
a new factory was ready for occupancy. This today is one of the 
finest and best equipped in Wisconsin. The building is constructed 
of fine pressed brick, with cement floors and is structurally fireproof. 
The company is now engaged in the manufacture of all kinds of 
leather goods except ladies’ handbags, but includes a bill fold for 
ladies. The excellence of their products has insured a ready sale 
and the business has long been one of the important productive indus- 
tries of West Bend. 

August C. Kress, who originally was the other member of the 
Enger Kress Corporation, died May 14, 1911, when in his fifty-first 
year. He was born November 22, 1860, at Obernburg, Germany, and 
arrived in the United States when twenty-one years of age. He had 
been educated in Germany and learned the trade of making pocket- 
books in his native land. He worked at his trade in New York for 
three years and then came to the Middle West, settling in Milwaukee 
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in 1884. There he joined Mr. Enger in organizing the Enger Kress 
Pocketbook Company, which was the beginning of the present busi- 
ness that has been steadily developed with the passing years and 
remains one of the chief manufacturing concerns of West Bend, where 
operations have now been carried on for many years, with results 
beneficial to the business development of the town, while at the 
same time proving a source of gratifying income to the stockholders. 
In 1943 the Enger Kress Company was doing twenty-five per cent 
war work, in 1944 fifty per cent and in 1945 about forty-five per cent, 
making leather holsters, chin straps and head band liners for the 
Government. Post war plans are made to manufacture leather brief 
cases and other leather novelty items. Their trade mark is ELK. 


CHARLES MARTIN BoETtTcr. As president of the Berlin Tanning 
& Manufacturing Company, as mayor of the town and as a represent- 
ative of its banking interests, Charles M. Boettge won a place as one 
of the outstanding and valued citizens of Berlin. He was a man of 
high character and sterling worth, and he contributed much to the 
material, civic and moral development of the community. Born in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, March 23, 1861, he was a son of Martin and 
Fredericka (Mansee) Boettge, both of whom were natives of Ger- 
many, whence they came to America in early life and were married 
in this country. They settled near Oshkosh, where their remaining 
days were passed, the father devoting his attention to the cultivation 
of the home farm. He died in 1915, while his wife survived until 
1919. 

The youthful experience of Charles M. Boettge was that of the 
boy to whom farm work is a daily task and he early became familiar 
with the best methods of tilling the soil and caring for the crops. 
He supplemented his rural school education with a course in Daggett’s 
Business College of Oshkosh and decided that he preferred com- 
mercial to farm life. In 1887 he came to Berlin, where he engaged 
in the restaurant and bakery business, which he followed for a 
number of years, but in 1918, on the death of J. J. Hitchcock, president 
of the Berlin Tanning & Manufacturing Company, he sold _ his 
restaurant and bakery to become actively identified with the tanning 
business, for he had previously acquired a large interest in the 
tannery. Afterward his entire attention was given to the business, 
which prospered under his management. It had its beginning in 
1878, when H. D. Sears purchased some property on which a tannery 
was located, after which he operated the tannery for twenty years 
or more, at the end of which time the business was reorganized as 
a stock concern and was continued under the name of the Sears- 
Hitchcock Tanning Company, with Harry Hitchcock as manager. 
In 1919 the firm name was again changed and the business has since 
been conducted under the style of the Berlin Tanning & Manufac- 
turing Company. The original building on the premises was soon 
outgrown and the company then rented from J. F. Hamilton, who 
was one of the stockholders, a three-story building that had previously 
been used as a flour mill, then as a saw mill and later as a tannery. 

In connection with its tanning business the company also manu- 
factures leather products. When their quarters became inadequate 
they built a two-story addition, forty by eighty-five feet, and at 
that time increased their capital stock from $30,000 to $75,000. It 
was during that period that Mr. Hitchcock became ill and was 
never again able to resume his duties, so that the active manage- 
ment of the plant devolved upon C. M. and C. C. Boettge. The 
continuous expansion of their patronage led to a further increase in 
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the capital stock to $100,000, but all days in the history of the 
business were not equally bright, for on September 5, 1923, a 
disastrous fire destroyed their building, stock and machinery, 
entailing a very heavy loss. At a meeting of the stockholders, 
which was immediately called, it was decided to buy land and erect 
a new building, and the plant was again in operation January 1, 
1924. Experienced men in both the tanning and manufacturing 
departments are employed and the company has reached a leading 
position in its line of activity in this section of the state. Charles 
M. Boettge remained at the head of the business until his death, 
which occurred July 5, 19438. 

Mr. Boettge had married, on November 16, 1887, Miss Catherine 
Zeddies, of Sullivan, Wisconsin, who died in 1933, leaving a daughter 
and son. Cornelia, who became the wife of Archie Shonat and the 
mother of two children, Archie and George. Mrs. Shonat passed 
away in July, 1942. The son, Charles C., is now the head of the 
Berlin Tanning & Manufacturing Company. On the 22nd of June, 
1935, Charles M. Boettge wedded Mary R. Miller, of Berlin, who 
was born in Marquesan, Wisconsin, a daughter of James P. and 
Susan Jane (Willey) Richards, both of whom were natives of Corn- 
wall, England. Her father, who was born March 27, 1860, came 
to the United States in 1870 and for many years has been a resident 
of Marquesan, where he carried on business as a plumber and 
steamfitter but is now living retired. His wife, a daughter of John 
and Susan Willey, came to America with her parents in 1871, and 
they too settled in Marquesan. Mr. Richards is a thirty-third degree 
Mason, while Mrs. Richards has membership in the Eastern Star. 
Their daughter, now Mrs. Boettge, attended the Oshkosh Teachers 
College and afterward was teacher of English in the Berlin junior 
high school for fourteen years. She married Guy Edward Miller, who 
died in 1921. They had one child, Robert R., who was born in 1910 
and is a graduate of Ripon College. He married Doris Allen Riggs, 
also an alumnus of Ripon College, and their children are Doris 
Ann, born in 1938, and Mary, born in 1941. Robert Miller and his 
family reside in New York. 

Mrs. Boettge has taken a helpful interest in the work of the 
Eastern Star, of which she has served as worthy matron, and she 
is also active in Red Cross work. Mr. Boettge was prominently 
connected with civic affairs, serving for seven years as'a member of 
the volunteer fire department, during which time he was its captain 
for two years. He was also one of the aldermen and for eight 
years he served as a member of the county board of supervisors, 
while in 1983 he was elected mayor and occupied that office until 
1937. He was also connected with the financial affairs of the town 
as a director of both the Berlin State and First National banks, and 
his interest in the moral progress of the community was shown in 
his loyalty to St. John’s Lutheran Church, his earnest support thereof 
and his service as a member of the church council for several years. 
In every respect he measured up to the highest standards of manhood 
and citizenship and the community sincerely mourned his passing, 
for he had made for himself a most creditable position in business 
circles, had greatly promoted the public welfare as an office holder 
and had won close friendships among those who recognized and 
appreciated his sterling worth. 

The business with which he was long associated is now being 
carried on by his son, Charles C. Boettge, who is the vice president 
and active manager of the Berlin Tanning & Manufacturing Com- 
pany. He was born in Berlin and continued his education there 
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through the high school, after which he attended the University of 
Wisconsin. When he had finished his studies he joined his father in 
business and the association was continued until the father’s death. 
There is also a military chapter in his life record, for he served as 
a member of the United States Navy in the first World War. 

Charles C. Boettge married Hazel Thiele, of Oshkosh, and they 
have one child, John, now a pupil in the grade schools. Mr. and 
Mrs. Boettge have membership in the Union church and Mr. Boettge 
belongs to the American Legion Post, of which he is a past com- 
mander. He is also a Mason and has membership in the Lions Club. 
His interests and activities are those of a broad-minded citizen and 
progressive business man. 

JULIUS EH. GUENTHNER, who is the district attorney of Langlade 
County and in addition to the practice of law owns and conducts the 
Guenthner Insurance Agency, makes his home in Antigo, where he 
was born. December 29, 1902, a son of Joseph S., who is still living, and 
Lilly (Schloblasky) Guenthner, who died December 1, 1944. His 
grandfather on the paternal side was Joseph Guenthner, a native of 
Berlin, Germany, who to escape enforced. military service came to 
America as a stowaway on a westward bound vessel. A short time 
after reaching Boston, Massachusetts, he there opened a shoe store, 
but later was attracted by the opportunities and advantages of the 
rapidly developing West and made his way to Chicago, where he 
again engaged in the shoe business until his store was destroyed in 
the ever memorable fire of 1871. He then removed to Marshfield, 
Wisconsin, where he remained for a short time and next decided to 
come to Langlade County, where he homesteaded land, being one of 
the pioneer residents in this part of the state. Here he developed 
his land into a good farm. 

Joseph S. Guenthner, son of Joseph Guenthner, the pioneer 
founder of the family in Wisconsin, was born in the city of Milwaukee 
and he too took up the occupation of farming, which he has since 
followed. He is also engaged in a retail dairy business and is a 
potato grower and dealer. He married Lilly Schoblasky, who was 
born in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, as was her father, Julius Schoblasky, 
while her mother, who bore the maiden name of Ida Buelow, was 
born in Berlin, Germany, whence she was brought to this state in 
early girlhood. Both are still living at the age of eighty-four years 
and have celebrated their sixty-third wedding anniversary. Mr. and 
Mrs. Joseph Guenthner became the parents of four children, of whom 
Julius E. is the eldest, the others being: Harvey; Margaret, who 
became the wife of Oscar Wendt; and Joseph Jr. 

After attending a rural school until he had mastered the elemen- 
tary branches of education, Julius E. Guenthner enrolled as a pupil in 
the Antigo high school and later entered the County Normal, from 
which in due time he was graduated. He then took up the profession 
of teaching, which he followed in the schools of Wisconsin for six 
years, imparting readily and clearly to others the knowledge he had 
acquired, but it was his desire to become a member of the bar and he 
made preparation therefor, being admitted to practice in the courts 
of Arkansas, after which he located in Jonesboro, that state, where he 
followed his profession for two years, from 1932 to 1934. 

In 1936 Mr. Guenthner returned to Antigo, where he opened an 
office and has since continued his law practice with good success. In 
1942 he was elected district attorney, and the excellent record he made 
in office is manifest in the fact that he was reelected in 1944 without 
opposition, so that he is the present incumbent in the position, He 
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has likewise extended his activities into other fields, having in 1941 
organized the Guenthner Insurance Agency, handling all lines of 
insurance except life, accident and health. In this connection he has 
gained a liberal patronage and the business is steadily growing. In 
his law practice he was associated with H. F. Morrison for a year 
but since that time has followed his chosen calling without partner- 
ship connections. 

Mr. Guenthner married Josephine Augustyn, of Bryant, Wiscon- 
sin, a daughter of Andrew and Salome (Melski) Augustyn, both of 
whom were born in Poland. Her father is still living but her mother 
has departed this life. Mrs, Guenthner is a graduate of the Antigo 
high school and of the Milwaukee State Teachers College and was 
an instructor in the County Normal school at Antigo for one year. 
The children of Mr. and Mrs. Guenthner are Joan L., who was born 
in Antigo, January 18, 1931, and Michael J., who was born in Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, February 22, 1935. They have also taken into their 
home the young son of Mr. Guenthner’s deceased sister, who is 
between the ages of their two children. 

The cause of education finds in Mr. and Mrs. Guenthner stanch 
and loyal supporters. For three years he served as a member of the 
Antigo school board, of which he was president for a year, and his 
wife is a member of the Parent-Teacher Association, in the work of 
which she takes an active part, as she does in the Catholic Women’s 
Council. Both are communicants of St. John’s Catholic Church and 
Mr. Guenthner is a fourth degree member of the Knights of Colum- 
bus, and served as grand knight of the Antigo council for three years. 
He also belongs to the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the 
Loyal Order of Moose and the Fraternal Order of Eagles. He is 
connected with the Wisconsin District Attorneys Association and is 
the president of the Langlade County Insurance Agents Association. 
Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Langlade 
Younty Bar Association, of which he is the present secretary, and is a 
member-of the Wisconsin State Bar Association. He is a man of 
strong and outstanding personality, ambitious and energetic, and he 
is making rapid and commendable progress in a profession where 
advancement depends entirely on individual merit and ability. 


WALLACE MELVIN COMSTOCK, Owner and publisher of the Oconto 
County Reporter and president of the First National Bank of Oconto, 
where he established his home in 1900, was born in Ithaca, Michigan, 
January 30, 1860, a son of William W. and Margaret M. (Carothers) 
Comstock. His father, a native of the State of New York, was a well 
educated man who made his home in the East until after his marriage, 
when he and his wife removed westward to Michigan, establishing 
their home in Ithaca. They were the second family to settle in that 
town, where William W. Comstock became a leading and influential 
citizen. He was identified with various business enterprises. He 
followed farming, was a merchant in Ithaca, owned and conducted a 
photographic gallery there, was the owner of a grist mill and also 
owned and edited the local paper. He likewise served as postmaster 
of Ithaca and was active in the promotion of many projects and 
measures that benefited the community. 

Wallace Melvin Comstock was one of a family of seven children 
born to William and Margaret (Carothers) Comstock, of whom three 
died in early childhood, while of the four who reached adult age he 
is the only one now living. He pursued his studies in the Ithaca 
public schools and was next tutored for a year, obtaining the equiva- 
Jent of one year’s college training. He then entered the professional 
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field by engaging in teaching for three years, after which he studied 
telegraphy and was station agent for the North Western Railroad 
Company at Woodman, Livingston, Fennimore, Dousman and Dodge- 
ville, Wisconsin, for a period of fifteen years. He afterward managed 
his father’s farm for three years, and all this time was gaining 
valuable experience that has since stood him in good stead. 

It was in 1900 that Mr. Comstock came to Oconto. In his early 
teens he had assisted his father in the newspaper business, so that 
he had a knowledge of newspaper publication when he took over the 
Oconto County Reporter, which was founded in 1871. It had after- 
ward changed hands a number of times before Mr. Comstock took 
charge and later he purchased the paper and subsequently several 
smaller papers were merged with it. The plant was then located just 
west of the Parker Hotel. At the time there was no automatic 
machinery, all being hand composition, and six people were employed 
in the office. After some time he removed the plant to its present 
location two doors east of the Parker Hotel, and here he installed 
improved machinery, adding thereto as the paper grew in popularity 
and patronage. He first secured a typesetting machine and since 
then has added other machinery found in a modern plant until his 
office is now perfectly equipped for the issuance of the Oconto County 
Reporter, a twelve page weekly, which is published every Thursday 
and has a circulation of thirty-six hundred, covering the entire county. 

Mr. Comstock married Calista Mae Nelson, of Waukesha, and their 
two children are William T. and Grace C. The son attended the local 
schools and afterward was graduated from the University of Wis- 
consin. He and his father purchased the newspaper at Portage, 
Wisconsin, and the son is now manager of the business there. He 
married Mary Leone McKenzie, of Itasca, this state. Grace C. 
Comstock after completing a course in the Oconto schools attended 
the University of Wisconsin and Chicago University. She is the 
wife of Raymond Heath, of Worchester, Massachusetts, and they 
have two children. 

Mrs. Calista M. Comstock departed this life May 10, 1941. Mr. 
Comstock, at the age of eighty-five years, still remains an active 
factor in the world’s work, with a record that should put to shame 
many a man of much younger years who, grown weary of the 
struggles and trials of life, would relegate to others the burdens he 
should bear. He goes to his printing office every morning, as he 
also does to the First National Bank, of which he is president, 
checking on the business of both and making plans for their further 
successful conduct. His health is perfect and his mentality is as 
keen as a man of half his years. He embodies the spirit of Victor 
Hugo’s lines: 


Though the snow of winter is on his head 
The flowers of spring are in his heart. 


He has long been an honored representative of the Masonic order, 
has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite, and is also 
a member of the York Rite bodies, being now a past grand high 
priest of the Royal Arch Masons of Wisconsin. 


HANS J. HAGGE, president of the Employers Mutual Liability Insur- 
ance Company of Wisconsin, was born in Andover, Iowa, on October 
20, 1886, to Henry and Anna (Sieck) Hagge. He began his business 
career in a banking institution in Iowa and later established a court 
reporting agency in Chicago. On October 6, 1911, he moved to Wau- 
sau, Wisconsin, to accept the position of assistant secretary to the 
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newly organized Employers Mutual Liability Insurance Company. His: 
new connection was a most successful one for him and he was pro- 
moted steadily to various executive positions; in 1931 he was elected 
president and general manager, the office he now holds. 

On October 15, 1913, Mr. Hagge married Helen Single, of Wausau, 
daughter of Benjamin T. and Susan (Lamoreaux) Single. Mr. and 
Mrs. Hagge have two children: Robert Single and Daniel Lamoreaux, 
both of whom are in uniform and both of whom have many months 
of active overseas service to their credit. 

When Mr. Hagge joined the Employers Mutual Liability Insurance 
Company he was one of four employes. Today the company provides 
employment for approximately 1,400 persons located throughout the 
country, exclusive of its 804 men and women who are serving with 
the armed forces. It has eighteen branch and fifty-two service offices 
and is licensed in all forty-eight states and the District of Columbia. 
Its assets are in excess of $50,000,000. 

The new home office building of the Employers Mutual was opened 
to the public just thirty years after the founding of the company. 
It is a most attractive piece of architecture which would be a credit 
to any city, and it is so arranged and equipped as to permit maximum 
efficiency in operation. Mr. Hagge is also president and general man- 
ager of the Employers Mutual Fire Insurance Company, an affiliate 
company which was organized in 1935. In addition he is vice-presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin State Council of Navy League, a member of the 
board of trustees of Milwaukee-Downer College, and a director in the 
following: American Mutual Alliance, Commonwealth Telephone Com- 
pany, First American State Bank, Insurance Finance Company, 
Marathon Battery Company, Marathon Electric Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Montana-Dakota Utilities Company, Mutual Boiler Insurance 
Company, National Association of Automotive Mutual Insurance Com- 
panies, National Association of Mutual Casualty Companies and 
National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies. 


THEODORE W. SIMESTER, attorney at law of West Bend, where he 
has been located since 1931, and where his course has been marked by 
steady development and progress, was born in Cook County, Illinois, 
May 2, 1902, a son of George and Mary (Martin) Simester. The 
father was a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church who began 
preaching in 1906 and largely filled pulpits in the south central section 
of Wisconsin, continuing his active labors for the church until his de- 
mise in 1937. His widow is still living. Both were natives of England 
and on coming to the United States they settled in Chicago, where 
they resided until 1906 and then came to Wisconsin, living in various 
towns to which he was called by his ministerial labors. Mrs. Mary 
Simester is a daughter of Edward Martin, who married a Miss Palmer. 
Both were English and spent their entire lives in their native land. 
In the family of the Rev. George and Mary (Martin) Simester were 
four children: Edith, who is now the widow of E. E. Miller and 
makes her home in Milwaukee; Maud, the wife of H. H. Johnston, 
living in Glenwood City, Wisconsin; and Elsie, the widow of Thomas 
M. Redmond, of Marauette, Michigan. 

The other member of the family, and the only son, Theodore W. 
Simester, obtained his early education in the grade schools of Marke- 
san and Pardeeville, Wisconsin, and then attended high school in 
West Bend, after which he enrolled as a student in Northwestern 
University of Ivanston, Illinois, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1924, the Bachelor of Science degree being then conferred on 
him. After mentally reviewing the broad field of business with its 
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limitless opportunities along commercial, agricultural and profes- 
sional lines, he decided that he wished to make the practice of law his 
life work and entered the University of Wisconsin, where he gained 
his LL.B. degree in 1928. After finishing his course he went to Mil- 
waukee, where he joined James E. Coleman, with whom he was 
associated in the practice of law from 1928 until 1931. He then came 
to West Bend, where he practiced alone until he was joined by Henry 
O. Showalter in 1935, and the firm of Simester & Showalter now oc- 
cupies an enviable position at the bar of Washington County, having 
gained a large clientage that connects them with much of the impor- 
tant litigation heard in the courts of the district. 

In 1928 Mr. Simester married Miss Jemima Kerskamp, of She- 
boygan Falls, Wisconsin, a daughter of Edward H. and Arrissa (Me- 
landy) Kerskamp, and a member of a family that came from England 
in the 1600s. Mrs. Simester is a graduate of the Sheboygan Falls high 
school and attended Lawrence College. Both Mr..and Mrs. Simester 
are well known in West Bend, where the hospitality of the best homes 
is cordially extended them. . He is active in the public life of the city 
and is a past president of the Rotary Club, in that connection doing 
much to stimulate the civic spirit and bring about further substantial 
development and improvement here. He also belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity and is a member of the Methodist church, while along 
strictly professional lines he is connected with the Washington County 
Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar Association, being at all 
times a loyal follower of the high ethical standards advocated by 
those societies. 


REV. GIDEON KOSTERMAN, pastor of St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church at Montello, was born in Cambridge, Minnesota, September 
11, 1891, and was the seventh in the family of nine children whose 
parents were George and Mary Louise (Wright) Kosterman, both 
of whom are now deceased. He attended the Holy Name parochial 
school in Racine, Wisconsin, and continued his education and prepara- 
tion for the priesthood in St. Francis Seminary in Milwaukee, after 
which he was ordained June 16, 1918. 

His first assignment was that of assistant pastor at St. Joseph’s 
Church in Fond du Lac, where he remained for a year and three 
months, when he was transferred to St. Patrick’s Church in Mil- 
waukee, where he continued his labors for four years and five months. 
The following year was spent at St. James Church in Kenosha, and 
on the expiration of that period he was made pastor at Byron, 
Wisconsin. On concluding his work there he went to St. John’s 
Church near Fond du Lac, where he continued as pastor for seven 
and a half years, during which time he made many improvements in 
the church property. On leaving there he came to Montello to take 
over the pastorate of St. John the Baptist. He is a very able speaker 
and is wisely directing the work of the different church societies 
and the different branches of the church work. There are now 
sixty-eight pupils in the parish school, taking the work of the eight 
grades under the guidance of three Sisters of St. Francis and one 
music teacher. Reverend Kosterman is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and the Catholic Order of Foresters. 

The beginning of St. John the Baptist Church at Montello is 
somewhat clouded in obscurity, but tradition, somewhat well founded, 
has it that Father Marquette visited this district and planted a 
cross high on a protruding ledge of rock at Montello. As the white 
settlers of Catholic faith arrived in this area they were visited by 


| todaoqa olds yaov 4 ai of]. detiqull odd andot.t2 to sieiodeed odt 1s¥0 aa 


Se! % 


¢ 
oe, 


prdg ee ; Pe a Va t : 
 wremooetw 
-eoiorg bus Isyutluoims siosemined te wt Cake fe 
aid wel to soltoe1q at start of borleiw ond jad? bobiaeh sd aont 
botigy on etiw slemooriW to wisteviaU oft herins baa chow otf 
-[i'M of tnew od sesuoo vid goideinit sItA . SSE ni corgab Aalbetd 
enw of molw diiw cameo) <4 esmel boniot: ed stew ealuaw 
sinao teit 9H LCCL lisny S801 most wal Yo soijon1q odi ni bat 
yineH vd boniot caw od lew snols hscilostq of avedw baetldasWiok 
“so won w9ilewode S woleoaie to ori odd ban GCL mi astlewode.O 
uiived .ysowo0 molgninanW to tad ot dn motiieog oldaivias “tanta ty 
fd 


toqnnt of3 to down diiw ated! alssnnos tad) sysinsils sgiala 
Jovieth od3 Yo etujoo adi ni bised neilayid 
912 to gmetad secimol aeilé. boitvism wdaemie aM 88@h al 
id) seeitiéA bos A biewbl Yo t9tdgueh.e nienose!W allel aagyed 
DoaheaG ntovt ooo Jedd yliotal 2 to 1edmen.s bas .qatadetsA vbaef - 
futd alle< uguyelsda sad to stashews wal yoleomi2..erM .c000L edtal 
woleoraic, .1M bia 1M diol .qysiloD soaotwal bobastia bua loodsa ll 
nomiord Jeo ort te yiilatigqeod orf} s1edw basil teoW ni nworndl lisw st 
vio odi to gl oldu ond at oyisog af 9H. «mart bebastxe vilsibsop 
xilob noltzennoa Jad) at eld yreiod ont to taohivorg Jesq 2 ai baa 
lntiusiedue tartisut Jueds gaitd bun diniqe civic on? oigluenide od dour 
sitoesl odd of egioled gala ott .o1ted inonmvorgini bos Insmmqoloveb 
uncle stidw «doris jaihetioM sd} to t9dmom «a ai bos vinsstadt 
vinuod notunides WV ert dliw betonnoo af od gonil lenoizeslow, ylioiate 
{is te giied nottaiooasA Teil s1a)2 giawooeiW ont baa neitsiooneA ae 
vd botgoovbs ebvsbnata ivvidie dyixt od} Yo. sowollot layol @ sonst 
291391902 se0d) 


stlodtad teliqatl ot adel 42 lo 1cleaq .KAMSaTa2OR wogarD vad ‘ 
teademdasr shes ~eebridoan) al niod sew ofloiaot te cowdd 
neodw notblids enin to glimie) of} at dinevea odd caw bas LORE iF 
Hod wanvideod bilgi) ssmiod wel bre op1090D) otew elaotag 
laioisd ome yloli off! boiuetis 9H .beasosob won. eee monw 26 
inqerig bow sotisoube gid boustices bas wtieooeiW ntoall ni foonss 
valie ooluawht ni yrantne2 sicasyT 34 1b boodiasiig edd: sot Holt 
S10l i snut bosist iw eaw od oid 
evgseol J¢ ta vjeug lagteives Yo deal) enw toomurgiess ges ei 
soit bas taay 4 10) bedionan of si4dw osd ub boot ai dead 


ih ai dowd) evistiied 48 of borretennrt 2ew edsodw yehimomt 7. 
Atnort ovil bie amoey wot sof model aid bousitnos sd oly soluew hepa 
bos .sdeoseA ai dviud) asel J2 dn Jaoge saw isey yeiwollel sdf | 
moryd gn ose obam eaw od bore. Jedd Io oolfatiqxe odd ne A 


enol 4a Dt new of sid) dtow. ain poibuloaoo nO: snienookW 

navse wit Tltag eu bovnifaes on wrdw oa] wh boot aa9K sow AD 

mM elnomevotqat. ynom abut od genit doidw gniah 1sey Had s bow 
(fiat ot ollsiguM of amass ad stodt gaivesl QO. waeqetq domdo-adl 


\slvisee doindo lanistib sft Jo ssow odd gailoorii yissiwieihne 
wor aia stodT otiow Mowe edd to, sodomend: hewtib odd bax - 
Rigo odd Yo Wiow od usilss loodog deiuag of) ni aliqng au 7 
one bow tiotiadd Ie Yo wontele sored Yo seaebiug oft tebaw 3% Fi 
9 aifgiall ori} to sodosenr « al qamisicod baateved” asdonsd 


ivizat0"l to reliO oifoddacs: baw wudmolod a 
at oifatnoM Ja sow JjeltqeH ont. adel. 42) i ere oT. (i A 
bobuve) ow iadwooroa nollibet) sud ~vtinuesdo ab bohyols ce oct 
& batasig bas Joirtesb atid hotieiy sidougieM soddad jade di aed 
sjidw adj eA .ollsinoM in As07 Yo syboh ysiburtowg. 2 ao dgidiesons! 
vd Dedieiy syow yodd sore silt oi bovkrie sitist nilodieD Yo wrelites 


wi 


BIOGRAPHY 753 


itinerant missionaries and the first priest who is known to have said 
Selec here came soon after the arrival of Antonius Quantius and his 
family. 

Father Godhart is the first priest who is distinctly remembered 
by Montello’s oldest inhabitants, for church records were not kept 
at that time. He was followed by Father Dale and next by Father 
Godfey, a French priest. The first resident pastor was Reverend 
Fagan, who was assigned to Montello in 1862 and in 1867 was 
succeeded by Father Monaghan, whose pastorate was marked by the 
building of a rectory. In 1871 he was followed by Father O’Mally, 
who did outstanding work in behalf of temperance. In 1876 Father 

armer came and was instrumental in replacing the first church, 
built in 1856, by a new structure. In July, 1886, came Father 
Honeyman, who undertook the task of building a school, which was 
completed in 1889. Father Steinbrecher was next assigned to 
Montello, but resigned his pastorate in 1892, and Father Holzknecht 
took charge in August of that year. His duties here ceased on 
August 10, 1896, and Father Schwartzmeyer’s pastorate was of 
short duration because of his ill health. On July 3, 1903, Father 
Tully arrived, and under his wise guidance a new church was built 
and dedicated on October 25, 1904. On the 20th of November, 1904, 
he was transferred and Father Schwinn became pastor of St. John’s. 
He did much to improve the interior of the church edifice and was 
most capable in his spiritual guidance of his people. Father F. X. 
Schneider next came and was instrumental in the reestablishment 
of the school. 

Father Charles Olson became priest.at St. John the Baptist in 
August, 1916, and, though he only remained until the next March, 
he did much toward the redecoration of the interior of the church 
edifice. After Father 8S. J. Dowling became pastor in June, 1917, 
he undertook to beautify the grounds about the church and rectory 
and he also purchased a house for the Sisters’ use, it being remodeled 
for the purpose. A pipe organ was also installed during his pastorate. 
He was succeeded by Rev. H. A. Velte on September 16, 1920, and 
he succeeded in cancelling all the parish debt and establishing a 
parish library, now containing more than one thousand volumes. 
He establishea the Women’s Missionary Association and in the 
summer of 1921 fitted out a part of the church basement as a parish 
hall. In 1922 he inaugurated the Marquette Guild. Many other lines 
of work did he undertake and carry forward to successful completion, 
and at the same time cared most effectively for the spiritual develop- 
ment of the parish. When his labors here were concluded he was 
succeeded by Rev. Gideon Kosterman, and the work of the church 
thus continues as a strong vitalizing influence in the spiritual growth 
of the Catholic people of Montello, where for almost a century the 
church has flourished as an entity in the lives of its followers. 


ANTIGO PUBLIC LIBRARY was first opened on April 17, 1897, in the 
F. A. Millard building at what is now 711 Fifth Avenue, with one 
hundred and seventy-two volumes on its shelves. The following year 
Mrs. A. K. Brush, who was most influential in organizing the library, 
aided in increasing the number of books to four hundred and fifty, 
and the library was open two days each week, Camilla Thrall acting 
as the secretary in charge. 

The semi-annual anniversary of the founding was celebrated in the 
Congregational church on November 5, 1897, on which occasion all 
present donated a book. In October, 1900, new quarters for the 
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library were provided in the City Hall, at which time Friendship 
Union of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union, which had 
maintained reading rooms above Molle’s drug store, turned over its 
books, magazines and tables to the library on the condition that the 
city should expend five hundred dollars for necessary library fittings. 
To this the city agreed and the library opened its doors in its new 
quarters in the City Hall in December, 1900, there remaining until 
the Carnegie Library, suggesting a large colonial home, was erected 
in 1904. The second floor of the library is given over to the county 
museum, the district office of Farm Security Administration, county 
rationing and the civilian defense office. The original log cabin, the 
home of Francis Augustine Deleglise, “the father of Antigo,” and 
the first house in Antigo stands on the library grounds. It was 
built in 1877. 

At the close of the year 1944 the library’s collection contained 
26,315 books and the circulation for the year was 95,909, of which 
32,855 were drawn out by rural borrowers. The juvenile circulation 
makes up forty-three per cent of the total of 41,779. Classes from 
several of the city schools have regular fortnightly reading periods 
in the library, and books are circulated by the children’s librarian 
at two of the schools. All grade school classes make annual visits 
to the library. 

Books are circulated to rural communities from seven community 
stations and from traveling library collections located in the rural 
schools, as well as to rural borrowers coming directly to the main 
library. 

The present librarian, Marion M. Spear, has been librarian since 
1928, formerly having served in the Superior, Wisconsin, Evansville, 
Indiana, and Great Falls, Montana, libraries. 

Library service has been given in Langlade County since 1908 
through contract arrangement between the County Board and the 
Library Board. 


JOHN H. ENSCH, who is engaged in the furniture and under- 
taking business in Mauston, has been a lifelong resident of Juneau 
County and for many years has been associated with its commercial 
interests, for he started out at Mauston as clerk in a variety store 
here and has worked his way upward, reaching a substantial measure 
of success. He was born here October 6, 1879, and is a son of Peter 
and Katherine (Zingsheim) Ensch, the mother a native of Milwaukee, 
while Peter Ensch was born in Germany. He was only twelve years 
of age when brought to this country by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Nicholas Ensch, who after reaching American shores made their 
way to Cleveland, Ohio, where they lived until they came to Wis- 
consin. The Zingsheim family also came from Germany and estab- 
lished their home in Milwaukee. Peter Ensch and Katherine 
Zingsheim became acquainted in Marion and were married in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and afterward came to Mauston, where Peter 
Ensch turned his attention to the insurance and. real estate business. 
To him and his wife were born twelve children, and theirs is a 
remarkable record in that all are yet living. 

John H. Ensch, who was the fifth in order of birth in the family, 
was a pupil in the Mauston schools and after finishing the high school 
course he attended Valparaiso University, at Valparaiso, Indiana, 
where he took a business course. His first position was that of clerk 
in a variety store, where he remained for three years, after which 
he worked in a general store, handling drygoods and groceries, for 
four years. In this way he was gaining valuable experience and, 
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having mastered the principles of trade, he decided to engage in 
business on his own account and became a partner in the firm of 
Schroeder & Ensch, carrying a line of dry goods, men’s furnishings 
and shoes. He was thus busy through the year 1915 and in the succeed- 
ing year he went to the Mexican border. 

Mr. Ensch had become a member of the National Guard and was 
called to active duty when trouble arose with Mexico, serving with 
the Third Wisconsin Infantry as regimental sergeant major and as 
battalion adjutant. In 1917 that regiment was reorganized and 
with the newly formed One Hundred and Twenty-eighth Infantry 
he went overseas, spending a year on active duty in France, during 
which time he won a captain’s commission. After his return he 
remained a member of the Reserves for six years. 

On his return from France Mr. Ensch came at once to Mauston 
and decided to go into the furniture and funeral business, as he 
had finished a course in embalming at Worsham School of Embalm- 
ing at Chicago before going to the front. Upon his return he again 
entered the Worsham School of Embalming in Chicago for a post- 
graduate course, after which he took the Wisconsin State Board 
examination and received his license to practice in 1919. He then 
returned to Mauston and purchased of B. F. Broezel his furniture 
and undertaking business, which he then carried on with the help 
of Mr. Broezel until 1928, when C. A. Crandall became his partner 
under the firm name of Ensch & Crandall. They utilize three floors 
for the large stock of high grade furniture which they carry, and 
they also handle an extensive line of caskets. Their enterprise, 
reliability and progressive methods have gained them a liberal 
patronage and their business is now a substantial and prosperous 
one. Mr. Ensch was also a director of the bank in Mauston, from 
where he resigned a few years ago, and he was one of the directors 
of the Wisconsin Furniture Dealers Association and of the Furniture 
Dealers Fire Insurance Company, which position he filled for seven 
years. He is likewise a member of the Wisconsin Funeral Directors 
Association, and in all business matters keeps up with the progressive 
methods of the times. The company which he now heads was 
incorporated in 1930, and their store is one of the leading mercantile 
enterprises of the town. 

Mr. Ensch belongs to the Kiwanis Club, is one of its active workers 
and has served as its president. He has also been commander of the 
local post of the American Legion. He has membership in St. 
Patrick’s Catholic Church and belongs to the Knights of Columbus 
and the Catholic Knights of Wisconsin. He has led a busy and useful 
life, and through his industry and capability has advanced from a 
humble clerkship, progressing step by step, until he has become one 
of the most successful merchants of Mauston. 


LESTER A. BUCKLEY, who is engaged in the practice of law in 
Hartford, where he is now serving as city attorney, has been a lifelong 
resident of Wisconsin. He was born in Erin, October 6, 1907, a son 
of John and Monica (Toner) Buckley and a grandson of Daniel and 
Catherine (Murphy) Buckley. His great-grandparents were John 
and Mary Buckley, natives of Ireland, whence they came to the United 
States, settling first in New York, where their son, Daniel Buckley, 
was reared to manhood, He became the founder of the family in 
Wisconsin, where he arrived in 1837 and in 1840 he became a land- 
owner, purchasing forty acres, on which he built a log cabin, starting 
life here in true pioneer style. His wife was seventeen years of age 
when she accompanied her parents, John and Catherine Murphy, to 


756 WISCONSIN 


America, and she worked for four years on Staten Island before the 
family established a home in Washington County, Wisconsin, where 
her father followed farming. The grandparents of Mr. Buckley in 
the maternal line were Daniel and Mary (Murphy) Toner. The 
grandfather was quite active in local politics and also a well known 
character in business circles. Both John Buckley and his wife, Monica 
Toner, were born in Erin, Wisconsin, and are still living. The father 
has devoted his attention always to agricultural pursuits. 

After receiving instruction in the elementary branches of learning 
in the public schools of Erin, Lester A. Buckley pursued his high 
school studies in Hartford and next enrolled as a law student in Mar- 
quette University of Milwaukee, where he was graduated with the 
class of 1930, at which time the LL.B. degree was conferred on him. 
He then practiced in Milwaukee for about a year and a half, after 
which he came to Hartford in 1932 and here has remained for more 
than a decade, winning a desirable position in the ranks of the legal 
fraternity. He first entered into partnership with John Russel, with 
whom he was associated until the death of Mr. Russel in 1935. Since 
that time Mr. Buckley has practiced alone and he served most accept- 
ably as district attorney from 1933 until 1937, later filling the office 
of city attorney, at all times faithfully protecting the legal interests 
of the community. He and his wife are the owners of two fine farms 
in Washington County and Mr. Buckley finds genuine pleasure in 
supervising their cultivation and displays sound judgment in directing 
the planting and care of the crops. 

Aside from his professional and farming interests Mr. Buckley is 
connected with the Rotary Club, cooperating in all its measures for 
the general welfare. He is also a member of St. Killian’s Catholic 
Church, as is his wife. 

Mr. Buckley was married on the 1st of February, 1936, to Miss 
Dolores Gehl, a daughter of Michael Gehl, of the prominent family of 
that name in West Bend. The children of this marriage are a son 
and daughter, Michael and Mary. 


REV. RICHARD H. KELLER, pastor of St. John’s Catholic Church 
at Gillett, was born in Appleton, Wisconsin, March 4, 1906, a son of 
Doctor and Mrs. William Keller, the former now deceased. Their 
family numbered six children, of whom Reverend Keller is the third 
in order of birth. After attending St. Joseph’s parochial school in 
his native city he continued his education in the Minor Seminary at 
St. Lawrence College of Calvary, Wisconsin, and next entered St. 
Francis Seminary at Milwaukee, where he completed his preparation 
for the priesthood and was ordained on the 18th of March, 1932. 

Sent as assistant to the Sacred Heart Church in Manitowoc, he 
there remained from 1932 until 1934, when he was transferred to 
Oshkosh, there continuing until 1935 as assistant of Sacred Heart 
Church of that city. He was next appointed CCC chaplain and 
continued in that service for three years or until 1938, when he 
became assistant at Most Precious Blood Church in New London, 
Wisconsin. His labors there were concluded in 1940, when he was 
made pastor of St. John’s Church in Gillett and he also has a mission 
charge at Suring, where his congregation numbers ninety families. 

St. John’s Church in Gillett was originally a mission, administered 
from Laona and Oconto Falls from 1888 until 1907, when the Rev. 
Otto Kolbe was appointed the first resident pastor. He made addi- 
tions to the present church building and built the fine rectory. The 
membership at that time numbered fifty families. Reverend Kolbe 
continued his labors here until August, 1908, when he was succeeded 


+7 
: 
; 
‘ 
- 
4 
; 
; 
: 
| 
} 
: 
: 
Ai 
: 
1 


BIOGRAPHY 757 


by the Rev. James H. Schmidt, who continued as pastor until 1914. 
In that year the Rev. Theodore Kolbe, a brother of the first pastor, 
took charge of the parish and remained in Gillett until 1923, when 
the Rev. Roland Ahearn was appointed to serve St. John’s and 
continued as pastor until 1930. Under the supervision of Rey. George 
Weix, who succeeded Reverend Ahearn, a basement was built under 
the church to serve as a parish hall and the parish activities were 
continued under his direction for a decade, when Reverend Keller 
Was appointed pastor in Gillett. The church had been redecorated 
during the pastorate of Reverend Ahearn. The parish now numbers 
one hundred families and the Holy Name and Altar societies are 
here maintained. The church work has been well organized and is 
being earefully and successfully directed by Reverend Keller, who - 
has the cooperation of his people and is proving an influential factor 
in the community, in which he has spent more than four years. 
During these years Reverend Keller bas brought about many improve- 
ments for the church and its property, for under his direction a 
permanent confessional was installed, church decorations cleaned, 
altars and statues redecorated, the sacristy was remodeled with 
white ash plywood, new pews installed, a new organ has been ordered 
and the property has been beautified with flower beds, trees and 
shrubs. 


MILTON A. KJESETH, who since 1935 has been principal of the 
public schools of Mauston, in which he had previously been an 
instructor for a year, and who had successfully taught in other 
sections of the state, was born in Polk County, Wisconsin, January 
28, 1894, a son of Peter and Melia (Alm) Kjeseth. The father, who 
was born in Bergen, Norway, came to the United States when 
eighteen years of age and here spent his remaining days, his death 
occurring in 1918. He was a logger and also cooked for logging 
camps in the north woods and on steamers plying on the St. Croix 
River during the logging seasons. His widow died in November, 
1944, They had a family of three sons, Arthur, Clarence and Milton. 

After attending a country school near the family home and the 
high school at Amery, Wisconsin, Milton A. Kjeseth continued his 
education in St. Olaf’s College at Northfield, Minnesota, where he 
won his Bachelor of Arts degree, while in 1927 he received his 
Master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin. He has devoted 
his entire life to educational activities, first teaching in the Scan- 
dinavian Academy in Waupaca County, where he spent’ five years. 
He then taught in Mauston for a year, after which he was made 
principal of the schools of Winneconne, occupying that position for 
eleven years, his long continuance there demonstrating his ability 
as a school executive and his power of imparting clearly and readily 
to others the knowledge he had acquired. In 1935 he returned to 
Mauston as superintendent and still serves in that capacity, the 
schools making steady progress under his direction. 

The Mauston schools were early established, for the pioneer 
settlers here had real regard for the value of education and in 1854 
the first school board was elected. The first school organized num- 
bered but twenty pupils, with Miss L. A. Heath as the teacher, and 
was conducted in the home of John Brewer. Some time later the 
village was divided into two school districts, each having a school, 
which held sessions through a winter and spring term. In 1856 these 
two districts reunited and in accordance with an act of the Legisla- 
ture a board of trustees was appointed “for the purpose of estab- 
lishing, maintaining and conducting a school designated as the 
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Mauston Seminary.” It was housed in a two-story frame building 
at the corner of Oak and La Crosse streets. In 1861 this was 
enlarged by a seccnd story addition, which gave a seating capacity 
for three hundred. In 1888 this was replaced by a brick building, 
erected at a cost of eighteen thousand dollars, while in 1897 the 
south addition was built at a cost of fourteen thousand dollars. 

In 1875 the Mauston high school was organized and the present 
high school building was completed in 1915, costing forty-two thou- 
sand dollars. In 1987 Government grants made possible the erection 
of a new unit, containing grade school and gymnasium, at a cost of 
one hundred and thirty-seven thousand dollars. In 1884 the three 
year high school course was extended to four years and about 1900 
kindergarten instruction was introduced, while in 1910 music 
became a part of the school curriculum. The home economics 
department was organized in 1915 and the commercial department 
was added in 1919. Band instruction was offered in 1926 and a 
decade later the Smith Hughes vocational agriculture department 
was introduced. 

In 1881 the total enrollment in the Mauston public schools was 
267, of which sixty were high school students. Up through the years 
including 1945, 1,987 pupils have been graduated, and by 1945 
there were 312 high school pupils, with 3880 in the grades, 
while twenty-six teachers were directing the work under the 
immediate jurisdiction of Mr. Kjeseth, who for eleven years had been 
at the head of the Mauston schools, directing the activities in 
harmony with the advanced educational standards of the present 
day. He belongs to the Wisconsin State Education Association and 
to the National Education Association. 

Mr. Kjeseth has membership in the Norwegian Lutheran church 
and the Masonic order and is also connected with the American 
Legion, being a veteran of the first World War. He enlisted in 
Minnesota and was in the Hospital Corps of the navy, being stationed 
at the Great Lakes Training Camp for fifteen months. Following 
the close of the war he remained a member of the Reserves for three 
years. His membership associations also include the Kiwanis Club, 
of which he is new the president. 

Mr. Kjeseth married Olga Larsen, of Mauston, who is a graduate 
of St. Olaf College of Northfield, Minnesota, and taught in the Mauston 
schools prior to her marriage. Her father is L. O. Larsen, of 
Mauston. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Kjeseth are Peter, who 
was born July 24, 1928, and is now a senior in high school, and Borg- 
hild, who was born August 13, 1980, a sophomore. Mr. Kjeseth for 
recreation turns to fishing and hunting and he also greatly enjoys 
gardening, to which he devotes a considerable portion of his leisure 
time, with results that are gratifying. 


Harry U. AMIDON. Advancement at the bar is proverbially slow 
and it is a recognized fact that in no calling does advancement depend 
more largely upon individual effort and ability than in the practice of 
law. It is therefore evident that Harry U. Amidon possesses that 
ability, for he now occupies a most creditable position as a member of 
the Hartford bar, and in this respect his record stands in contradis- 
tinction to the old adage that a prophet is never without honor save 
in his own country, Mr. Amidon being a native son of Hartford. He 
was born September 18, 1889, his parents being Ur and Harriet M. 
(Turner) Amidon, and they too were born in Hartford. His grand- 
father, Elisha Amidon, was born in the State of New York and the 
grandfather in the maternal line, Chester W. Turner, likewise was 
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born in the Empire State, while his wife was a native of Connecticut. 
Both the Amidon and Turner families came to Wisconsin soon after 
the commonwealth was admitted to statehood, and representatives of 
both families have taken active part in the substantial development of 
their respective communities. 

Ur Amidon died June 20, 1944, at the age of eighty-five years. Mrs. 
Amidon has reached the age of seventy-nine. He was long an active 
and prominent figure in the mercantile circles of the city. His brother, 
Willard R. Amidon, established a small jewelry business in Hartford 
on August 14, 1874, having little more than window space in a drug 
store for the display of his tiny stock. Various removals were made 
from time to time, and, although difficulties and obstacles beset the 
new venture, the trade continued to grow and in 1880 Willard R. 
Amidon was joined by his brother, Ur Amidon, under the firm style of 
Amidon Brothers. They enlarged the scope of their business to in- 
clude the sale of sewing machines and musical instruments in addi- 
tion to their jewelry trade, and the passing years chronicled the ad- 
vancement and continued success of the enterprise. The business has 
been in existence for more than two thirds of a century, being the 
oldest jewelry house in Washington County. Though twice the stock 
was destroyed by fire, though other unforeseen disasters occurred, the 
determination and progressive methods of the partners brought about 
a continually developing success. While Willard Amidon, the founder, 
has also passed from this life. 

Reared in Hartford, Harry U. Amidon has lived to take his place 
among the leading and representative attorneys of Washington 
County. He obtained his early education in the public schools, passing 
through consecutive grades to the high school and afterward entered 
the University of Wisconsin, where he pursued a course in civil 
engineering during the period from 1907 until 1909. Subsequently 
he’ was employed at the Hartford freight depot of the St. Paul Rail- 
road and when the United States entered the first World War he 
responded to the call to the colors and for several months was with 
the army. Ashe neared the close of his military experience he became 
seriously ill and was obliged to spend many weeks in a New York 
hospital before he received his discharge. 

Mr. Amidon did not again attend school until 1924, when he entered 
upon preparation for the bar by becoming a law student at Marquette 
University, for he had decided to make the practice of law his life 
work. He there won his LL.B. degree and took the required examina- 
tion. In February, 1927, he opened an office in Hartford, where he has 
since practiced. Step by step along the lines of an orderly progression 
he has reached a position that is indeed creditable and enviable. During 
this time he served for twelve years in the office of city attorney. He 
practiced independently until 1988, when the firm of Amidon, Lauben- 
stein & Snyder came into existence and continued until June, 1942. 
Both partners are now in the U. 8. Navy. 

Along strictly professional lines Mr. Amidon is connected with 
the Washington County Bar Association and the Wisconsin State Bar 
Association. He has been the capable secretary of the Hartford 
Chamber of Commerce and he was made attorney for the Hartford 
Building & Loan Association, of which he is now a director. His 
interest in military affairs continued even after his war training and 
experience were over and he became a first lieutenant in the Wisconsin 
National Guard, serving as an intelligence, plans and training officer 
of the First Battalion of the One Hundred and Twenty-first Field 
Artillery. While his activity along some of these lines has slackened 
or ceased, other interests have taken their place and he is now a mem- 
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ber of the Lions Club and of the Masonic order. His recreational 
interests center in hunting and trap shooting. All of his activities, 
however, are made subservient to his law practice, and his loyalty 
to the interests of his clients is one of his outstanding characteristics. 

On the 6th of October, 1930, Mr. Amidon was married to Miss 
Rosella M. Haupert, of Hartford, and their only child is Marylyn 
Jean, born October 18, 1931. His strong qualities have been described 
as “not taking advantage of others because he knows the law, his 
weighing well all matters where his judgment is accepted as authority 
and his lack of hasty, ill advised opinions, combined with honorable 
living and honorable dealings with all.” 


ZELOTUS F. O’LEARY, a Milwaukee attorney, was born in Monroe 
County, Wisconsin, May 20, 1901, the son of John and Sarah (Carbin) 
O’Leary. The father was born at East Troy, Walworth County, Wis- 
consin, on January 22, 1861, a son of John O’Leary, who had immi- 
grated from the south of Ireland prior to the Civil War. Both father 
and grandfather were farmers in Monroe County and were actively 
interested in community affairs. The mother, Sarah (Carbin) 
O’Leary, was born in Wilton, Wisconsin, a daughter of Thomas 
Carbin, who made his way to the United States from Ireland in the 
pioneer days. Mrs. O’Leary passed away June 1%, 1939, and her 
husband is living retired in La Crosse. 

Zelotus F. O’Leary attended the district school near his farm 
home and graduated from the Wilton high school. He then entered 
Marquette University and won his Bachelor of Laws degree at his 
graduation in 1923 and was admitted to the bar the same year. He 
became an associate of the law firm of Wolfe & Kolinisky and re- 
mained with the organization when it became Wolfe & Hart, as it 
is known today. 

Mr. O’Leary is a member of the Milwaukee County and the Wis- 
econsin State Bar associations. He belongs to the Knights of Columbus, 
in which he has been advocate. His hobby centers in bowling and 
golf. He was married to Bernice McKevitt, a native of Milwaukee 
and the daughter of John and Rose (McGowan) Meckevitt. Her 
people were also descendants of Irish pioneers. Her father is de- 
eeased but her mother still remains a resident of Milwaukee. Mr. 
and Mrs. O’Leary have one daughter, Rita Rose, now attending 
Messmer high school in Milwaukee. 


THE ANTIGO DAILY JOURNAL, the only daily paper in Antigo and 
Langlade County, was launched September 18, 1904, by Berner 
Brothers Publishing Company, who brought forth its first issue on 
that date. They had previously published the Antigo Journal, a 
weekly paper, which they purchased in 1901, after returning to 
Antigo from Columbus, Wisconsin, where they were engaged in the 
newspaper and publishing business for a short time. The Antigo 
Journal had been started in September, 1898, by J. H. Fitzgibbons 
of Neenah, Wisconsin, who, however, did not meet with success in 
this venture, which was then taken over by the late George W. Hill, 
who sold it to Berner Brothers. 

The officers of the company in the beginning were Henry Berner, 
president, and Fred L. Berner, secretary and treasurer. Later Otto 
F. Berner, a third brother, was added to the official personnel. Fred 
L. Berner acted as editor from the founding of the daily until his 
sudden death on May 14, 1940. 

Launching a daily paper in Antigo in 1904 was a venture of 
faith, if not of daring. The only assurance of support in the form of 
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circulation was a preliminary survey which showed about two hundred 
families that agreed to take the paper. The first business man to 
promise advertising support was the late J. C. Lewis, a hardware 
merchant. The physical equipment of the new publication was 
meager, consisting mostly of what had been used to publish the 
weekly Journal. It included a hand-fed cylinder press, a Simplex 
typesetter and type set by hand. Part of the paper was ready-print, 
part was plate matter, received daily by express for use on the front 
age, and the rest was type set in the office. 

As circulation grew and advertising patronage increased the 
physical plant of the paper and the quality of its service to the public 
gradually improved. The temperamental, undependable Simplex type- 
setter -was replaced by the first linotype and by 1914 the office had 
two linotype machines and a “pony” wire service, receiving United 
Press news dictated at the sending office and taken down in steno- 
graphic notes. Later the receiving stenographer was able to write 
the dictation directly on the typewriter. 

As the years passed the newspaper and printing plant grew and 
the size of the office was doubled by occupancy of the second as well 
as of the first floor, with part of the basement being used for 
machinery. That further progress was being made is shown in the 
fact that the number of linotypes was increased to five. A flat-bed 
perfecting newspaper press was installed, later to be replaced by a 
high speed rotary perfecting press. Two cylinder job printing presses 
and self-feeding plate-presses, with much other mechanical equipment, 
were added. Printer telegraphs were installed to provide the full 
leased wire service of the Associated Press. 

In 1912 the Antigo Republican, a weekly paper started in the 
earliest days of the city, was sold to Berner Brothers Publishing 
Company and then discontinued. Subsequently the company also 
bought the physical assets of the Antigo News-Item, also a weekly 
paper, and those of the Antigo Herald, a weekly which was published 
for only a few years. 

Throughout its life the Antigo Daily Journal has followed the 
policy of furthering the progress of the community and of north- 
eastern Wisconsin. This policy was followed consistently by the late 
Fred L. Berner, editor through most of the paper’s history. In 
addition to editorial advocacy he gave generously of his time to the 
establishment of new enterprises, both civic and business. 

On the death of Fred L. Berner, Earle S. Holman, who had been 
managing editor, took over his editorial responsibilities. A graduate 
of the University of Wisconsin, where he completed a course in 
journalism with the class of 1910, he worked as a reporter on the 
Antigo Daily Journal in 1910 and 1911 and was then employed in a 
similar position by the Janesville Daily Gazette for more then two 
years, returning to become city editor of the Antigo Daily Journal 
in December, 1913. In politics the Antigo Daily Jowrnal is Republican 
and it now has a circulation in excess of five thousand. Mr. Holman, 
now the editor, was married October 22, 1923, to Inez Hall. 

As a result of a reorganization carried out in 1944, Otto Berner 
ceased his connection with the company and Henry L. Berner and 
Artemas F. Berner, sons of Henry Berner, retired, became president 
and secretary-treasurer, respectively. Both are graduates of the 
University of Wisconsin, Henry L. having completed a course in 
the College of Pharmacy, while Artemas is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity Law School. Henry L. Berner, before entering the business, 
was instructor in pharmacy in Baylor University of Waco, Texas. 
Artemas Berner was engaged in the practice of law before becom- 
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ing a member of the publishing firm. For many years the Berner 
Brothers Publishing Company has been the publisher of the Benefit 
News, official organ of the National Mutual Benefit. 


CHARLES W. WALTER, who is the secretary-treasurer of the Walter 
Brewing Company of West Bend and is also general manager and 
head of the organization known as the West Bend Lithia Company, 
was born in Appleton, Wisconsin, June 22, 1887, a son of George and 
Mary (Schlichter) Walter, the former a native of Wurtemberg, 
Germany, while the mother was born in Walworth County, Wisconsin. 
The father was a son of Jacob and Marie (Kipp) Walter, who on 
coming from Germany to the United States settled at Spencer, Wis- 
consin, They reached their golden wedding, which they celebrated 
in Kau Claire, Wisconsin, where they made their home through the 
sunset period of life, both reaching an advanced age. Their family 
numbered seven children, namely: Jacob, George, Mathias, Christian, 
Martin, Christina and Anna. The maternal grandfather of Charles 
W. Walter was John Schlichter, who married a Miss Brandt and 
became a resident of Walworth County, Wisconsin. 

George Walter, father of Charles W. Walter, was reared and 
educated in Germany and there learned the brewer’s trade. When 
twenty-four years of age he crossed the Atlantic, making his way 
first to Milwaukee, where he was employed by the Miller Brewing 
Company. Later he removed to Appleton and purchased the Fries 
brewery. His remaining days were spent in that city, where his 
death occurred in 1899, when he was fifty-one years of age. His wife 
survived him until 1911, and had reached the age of fifty-eight years 
at the time of her demise. Mr. Walter had served as a soldier of the 
Franco-Prussian War ere leaving his native land. To him and his 
wife were born children as follows: George, Laura, Martin F., Lena, 
Anna, Charles William, Henry, Rose and Edgar. 

Charles W. Walter attended the parochial and public schools of 
Appleton and was graduated from the high school with the class of 
1905. Later he enrolled as a student at the University of Wisconsin, 
where he pursued a course in engineering and after completing his 
course there he engaged in the shoe business in Appleton for a period 
of five years. In the spring of 1911 he came to West Bend and pur- 
chased an interest in the West Bend Brewing Company. He has 
since been identified with the brewing business and is now operating 
under the name of the West Bend Lithia Company, having become 
general manager of the business and head of the organization. The 
company employs thirty people and the business is capitalized for 
$100,000, all paid in. The personnel of the company consists of 
Martin Walter, Carl Pick and Charles W. Walter. The last named 
is also the secretary-treasurer of the Walter Brewing Company, and 
he figures in financial circles as a member of the directorate and the 
vice president of the First State Bank of West Bend, also as vice presi- 
dent of the West Bend Mutual Fire Insurance Company. He possesses 
sound judgment and keen business discernment and has carried for- 
ward to successful completion whatever he has undertaken. 

On the 14th of October, 1908, Mr. Walter married Miss Catherine 
Gorman, of Appleton, the only daughter of Thomas and Honor 
(Sweeney) Gorman, who were natives of Canada, as is their daughter, 
Mrs. Walter. On crossing the border into this country they made 
their way to Appleton and in 1911 removed to West Bend, where the 
father died the same year. By their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
have become the parents of seven children: Mary Winifred, Kathleen, 
Honor, Margaret Jane, Betty Ellen, Charles Jr. and Thomas Anthony. 
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Margaret Jane married Webster J. Weiss, of Allenton, and their chil- 
dren are William Charles and Michael Webster. Honor is the wife 
of Walter Nielson, of Kansas City, Missouri, and they have three 
children, Mary Kay, Ellen Sue and Walter B. Jr. Charles W. Walter 
Jr. is now in the U. 8S. Air Corps and has been in Italy since January, 
1944.. The family attends the Catholic church of West Bend, where 
Mr. Walter has now made his home for almost a third of a century. 


FULTON THOMPSON, senior member of the law firm of Thompson, 
Monk & Thompson of Racine, Wisconsin, with offices at 523 Main 
street, was born in Chester County, Pennsylvania, June 13, 1871, the 
son of John and Mary Jane (Kirk) Thompson. 

After pursuing his preliminary education in the schools of Chester 
County, Pennsylvania, Fulton Thompson decided to make the practice 
of law his life work. With this end in view he entered the University 
of Michigan, where he won his LL.B. degree in June, 1900. For a brief 
period in that year he practiced law in Omaha, Nebraska, but in Janu- 
ary, 1901, came to Racine, where he has since practiced continuously. 

Mr. Thompson was married to Elizabeth Clancy, daughter of Mar- 
tin and Julia Clancy, in August, 1908. They have four children: Mary, 
the wife of Lieutenant David Pryce Davies Jr., U.S. Navy; Lieutenant 
Commander John Fulton Thompson, U.S. Navy; Nancy, the wife of 
William Fromm; and Staff Sergeant Robert Fulton Thompson, U. S. 
Marine Corps, whose wife is the former Rosemary Federspiel, of 
Racine. 


THILMANY PuLPp & PAPER COMPANY, located at Kaukauna, 
epitomizes the progress of the great paper industry now so vital to 
every area of modern life. This firm had its modest beginning in the 
early 1880’s, when Oscar Thilmany came from Germany to test out 
freedom of opportunity in Outagamie County. The first product— 
highly appropriate to the needs of America’s dairyland—was butter 
plates made from ground wood pulp. Soon Mr. Thilmany decided to 
launch out into the manufacture of paper. He installed the necessary 
equipment, and in October, 1889, the first actual output of paper was 
produced. Two years later No. 2 machine was built to give the mill 
two Fourdriniers, 82 and 90 inches respectively, and four beaters. 
The years 1895, 1896 and 1897 each saw the installation of another 
unit, indicating the progress of the company and the successful ex- 
pansion of its business. Three of these machines were designed to 
make paper duplex in character, with a high finish on one side and 
a somewhat rough surface on the other. 

Mr. Thilmany, desirous of retiring and returning to his native 
land, in 1897 employed as manager of the business GC. W. Stribley, 
who had gained considerable experience through his former connec- 
tion with the Kimberly-Clark Company of Neenah. In 1901 Mr. 
Thilmany withdrew from the business, selling the mill to the present 
owners. M. A. Wertheimer succeeded Mr. Thilmany as president of 
the new corporation, and continued in that capacity until 1936, when 
Mr. Karl E. Stansbury became president, Mr. Wertheimer serving 
as chairman of the board until his death in 1939. 

One of the first sulphate pulp mills in the United States was built 
by the company in 1911. Originally designed to make thirty tons 
of Kraft pulp per day, this mill has been gradually enlarged until the 
present output is in excess of one hundred tons daily. Theirs was one 
of the first plants to bleach Kraft pulp. The Thilmany people also 
pioneered in the manufacture of asphalt laminated papers and 
originated waterproof liners for containers. In 1916 the company 
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purchased the plant of the Wisconsin Tissue Paper Company at 
Appleton, and in 1930 all of their manufacturing interests were con- 
solidated in Kaukauna. To the seven paper machines now in their 
possession an eighth, a new Fourdrinier, was added during that year. 
Another was installed in 1942, making a total of nine. 

Today the Thilmany Pulp & Paper Company is a major producer 
of many grades of paper. As the business consistently grew and 
prospered this company brought out many innovations and specialties 
which contribute importantly to the safety, comfort and well-being 
of people everywhere. It was the first company to make wrapping 
paper with surface designs introduced in the dryer chain. Thilmany 
products now include waterproof or asphalted papers in great variety ; 
printed wrappings; M. G. Tissues, No. 1 Kraft, No. 1 Bleached, striped 
and designed; sulphites of wide range; plain and striped bakers’ 
wrappings; M. G. Kraft, both bleached and unbleached, of many types; 
Glassine; Greaseproof; M. F. Kraft in standard, waterfinish and 
bleached grades; waxed and embossed papers and bags. 

The Thilmany plant now employs about twelve hundred people, 
and its products are distributed throughout the United States. The 
present personnel of the company includes Karl E. Stansbury, presi- 
dent; Elmer H. Jennings, vice president in charge of sales; C. R. 
Seaborne, vice president in charge of production; Marvin Preston, 
vice president; E. R. Sutherland, secretary and treasurer; W. A. 
Voie, assistant secretary. C. W. Stribley died in 1941 and Guy E. 
McCorison succeeded him as director. Members of the board of 
directors are Karl E. Stansbury, Jennings, Seaborne, Preston, Mc- 
Corison, R. S. Wertheimer, and George J. Stansbury. 

Karl E. Stansbury, president of the Thilmany Pulp & Paper 
Company, was born in Appleton, Wisconsin, July 29; 1879... His 
grandparents on both sides of the family were among early Wisconsin 
pioneers. Both grandfathers served their generation as ministers of 
the Methodist church. The Rev. Daniel and Gertrude (Milemon) 
Stansbury came to Wisconsin in 1851. The Rev. Mr. Stansbury died 
in 1860 in Janesville, where he served as presiding elder for that 
district. In the same year his son, Emory, was graduated from the 
Janesville high school and entered upon the study of medicine. With 
the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted and wag with the First 
Wisconsin Cavalry for a short time, receiving honorable discharge 
because of disability. He then resumed his studies with Dr. N. M. 
Dodson of Berlin, Wisconsin, and later was graduated from the Long 
Island Medical College of Brooklyn, New York, and still later from 
the Bellevue Medical College in New York City. 

After serving his interneship in Bellevue Hospital, Doctor Stans- 
bury returned to Wisconsin in 1868. He practiced first in Berlin 
and Winneconne. In 1869 he removed to Appleton, which became 
the scene of a lifetime of devoted service. In those days, before the 
motor age, the beloved physician ministered with selfless heroism to 
his people, often traveling on horseback over almost impassable roads 
to bring healing to those in need of professional care. Doctor Stans- 
bury was born in Baltimore, Maryland, August 28, 1839, and passed 
away in his sixtieth year, on April 3, 1899, in Appleton. 

Mr. Stansbury’s maternal grandparents were the Rey. Samuel C, 
and Lorian (Sheldon) Phinney, natives of New York, who came to 
Wisconsin in 1853. Their daughter, Mrs. Mary A. (Phinney) 
Humphrey, a young widow with one son, became the wife of Doctor 
Stansbury. Of that marriage there were born three children: Clara, 
now Mrs. F. P. Young; Karl; and George J., who is a director of the 
Thilmany Pulp & Paper Company and makes his home in Hollywood, 
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California, as does E. P. Humphrey. Their mother, Mrs. Mary A. 
Stansbury, was in 1858 a member of the second class to be graduated 
from Lawrence College, and from that college all of her children 
received their degrees. The eldest, KE. P. Humphrey, was graduated 
in 1885; her daughter, Clara, in 1899; her sons, Karl and George, in 
the class of 1901. Karl E. Stansbury is now a trustee of Lawrence 
College. Before entering college he had completed his work in the 
grade and high schools of Appleton, and as a young graduate he 
supplemented his college experience with a business course in Chicago. 
_ Here it was that he had his first business experience, remaining in 
that city for four years. In 1906 he joined his present organization, 
beginning as a clerk in the office. In 1936 Mr. Stansbury became 
president of the Thilmany firm. 

On the 16th of August, 1927, Mr. Stansbury married Clare Kloster- 
man, of Shawano, Wisconsin, daughter of George Klosterman, a 
pioneer merchant and banker of that city. The two children of this 
marriage are: Mary Ann, born August 27, 1928, who attended Mil- 
waukee Downer College, and is now a student in Chatham Hall of 
Chatham, Virginia; and Helen, born May 25, 1932, a pupil in the 
grade schools of Appleton. Mr. Stansbury is a member of Phi Delta 
Theta fraternity. He is a Mason, and holds membership in the North 
Shore Country Club, the Riverview Country Club and the Union 
League Club of Chicago. Mrs. Stansbury is actively engaged in the 
work of the Red Cross and that of the King’s Daughters organization. 


ZEL RICE, attorney at law, who has been actively engaged in 
practice in Sparta since 1905, was born at Wilton, Wisconsin, August 
7, 1881, a son of J. P. and Mary (O’Leary) Rice, both of whom were 
natives of Walworth County, Wisconsin. The Rice family is of 
Scotch origin and John Rice, the great-grandfather of Zel Rice, 
was born in Scotland and became a blacksmith by trade. His son, 
John Rice, also born in the land of hills and heather, likewise took 
up blacksmithing as his life work, and, coming to the United States, 
continued to engage in that business in Wisconsin, making his home 
in Walworth County. J. P. Rice, father of Zel Rice, was of the third 
generation of the family to engage in blacksmithing and later he 
devoted some time to public office, serving as county clerk and 
register of deeds. After his retirement from office he engaged in 
the abstract business. He had a broad knowledge of law because 
of his work as an abstractor and a county official. He passed away 
in 1940, at the age of eighty-seven years. His wife, who is still 
living at the age of eighty-seven, is a daughter of John and Elizabeth 
(Kerrigan) O’Leary, both natives of Ireland, who on immigrating 
to America settled near East Troy, Wisconsin. Their daughter 
Mary, who was reared in Walworth County, became the wife of 
J. P. Rice and the mother of two children, Zel being the elder. His 
sister, May, is the wife of William M. Gleiss, a Sparta lawyer. 

Having passed through consecutive grades in the Sparta public 
schools and completed the high school course by graduation in the 
class of 1901, Ze] Rice devoted a year to study in the law department 
of the University of Minnesota and then completed his preparation 
for the bar as a student in the University of Wisconsin in 1904. In 
the following year he came to Sparta and entered into partnership 
with Colonel R. A. Richards, under the firm name of Richards & 
Rice, an association that was continued for three years. In 1908 
Mr. Rice removed to the Knudson building to continue his law 
practice independently, and through the steady development of his 
powers he has won a most creditable position at the bar of this 


/antevgiment ao odw dbualetl lo eovites diod .yrsal'O. Casginie7) 
Rosi vad vott .cianosetW oxT dead, 1a9n  boltive aoitom A ot 


wey 


A cual el vrodiouws siodT oulgawh Af ‘A es0b ea >. 7 ; i: y 
botaubars od of easto baasas odd to tdiavtt « BGS mi sew medematc % is 
noiblids ret to is sgaflos tad mort bas ggolloD sonaiwed mot | 
Isisubarg saw. xordqauH SS  deablo off eootgsb tied) bevieoot 
ni a109) bas find eaon tod Geeet a oral srotdhuuab toil ¢ east nie 
ertiritinl to sotauid « won ot giwudenade LF few, .100L Io Railo odt 
of} ni drew eid bodelqmoa fed of oyollos garteing goted, syolloD 
si sisubery yasoy 6 es bas: getolqgA Wo aloodse, duit bas obamg =o oe 
oneoith) ai setuos eeoninad & diiw sousiiegxe sgeliog aid botnomolqqua 
ai ysiniamet sorsitoqzs sxeaieud tai aid bad ot dadd enw di cy): 
oitesinngTo ino eid bealet od O0CE al eimey suot 103 ytivtadd = 
opsoed qiodesste .1M. O6CL ol .apillo, odkymipadyels a8 gninaigod 
sem YanelidP oft to tnshivetg : 
aoteoft otal) boiviaee yrudamaté si Sel dewguA to di0Ledt.nO. ea 
2 smanreteolt. sgs00) te. sol#guab ,aienooaiW, ,ooawail@ to qian * . 
vidt to nothliso awd odT vyfioted? to tolted haa deadorom ooTolg oes” 
iM bebiotte odw S80 FR sengad ood ,oaAé visM : 918 sysirian 9 est) am 
io fizH maiad? at toobete « wou ci-ban opollo) sanwoU onlosw .% : | 
ott ai tique o Sehr 38 yal oved. nolo. baa paintgui¥ .cadiadD © A | 
gileG id. lo tsdmam.e2 vl yrudenal? 1M .coleiqqh to elooros oberg @g 
AtioV ond oi qidstedmo eblod bus oer wet off sinriett elodT U ghakk s 
nointd oft bas 1D vatweD weivrevifl of? dul) yvidawod m0tG eG 
att ni beaaune ylovilos abytuderate veil: cogsoidJ to dul) sugesl , ard, 
otissiaayte exoidguadl a'gniZl odi to tad) bas e019 hell sdt to arow Hs ie a 


i] aT; 
Bei 


e 
; mM 
, “4 i ; 7 Pa af 
ak bogsgae ylevites wgsed ard ory wal te yours de aout Jad | er eek 
jarguA sipmool'W not?! de mtu kaw GOCE sonia shreqe sm svitoeiq ae 
otew wrodw to diod oi (xiset'O) asl bets 44.0 noe @ PBBI FF 


10 ai vilcont agl of D> .siantotel W eine? dtsowleW to asvitand a | 
‘991 tS Yo asdicibnawg-taemg oft soi adol, bas aiuto dotead en 
nog all: ebaw yd ditarploght » smesved bas basitooa ni aed aaw ‘wear oa 


Soot auivvedil .zontnod bas allid to basl od? ai cod ogle oi ado” a3 
olote. betial! eld od suttemes bse dow otil aid ea guiddismedoald qu 
entoi aid. unica lene ai esnieud ied} ni seagad of baweiinos an 


bridt adt fo caw iS JON to wiktad ool 10 awed djxowls W st rn 
of ywinl Lay eeidtiowabaid: 4h, syegae of signed ont to moie19m9 
bie esly vine an eerthe .ootito oldu ot som gntos betoveb. = sh. 


ii bogeune of soo movt inomesitos eid 19ITA zbeoh Yo wisiget | ( 
sunssd wal io ogbelyend Drow « bet oH - .evoniend Jonitedacodd ait’ gh. oe . 
yews feoeng NL Jaioille. xtaes 6 bee tolomiteds ne ne tow gid pS Mo) 
lie ci ofw ottw silk  .waey aovoe-yidgis le eas add dsp’ ObOL Ht 8 

Hodsxii! bas afot to vetdguah « et wovoe-tiyle to sga.ed3 Ja gail a) 


Yo stiw ort ommed yinuod dtowlaW ai botsot eon odwe tiaM 7 
YUL soblo sit gnied fo ysoublide ow? to tomtom ent bus sf. .Lk 

SS sonal atragé 6 2sisiD Mi mali to oliw ad) ei we wstete 
slid .atte2 off oi eobere avituosesos dyvoid) beesaq univeall <, 
oft mi soltenherg vd oes, Joodoe Agid odd pr Von 0 
jeaudsageh val oti ab ybuda od ws, & batovaly ett fs MeL Ao. 
noliuagorg aii 5h gv pact baa atonoaiM 2p: a 
af DOCK ai minnoaxtW Yo ydierovin on} nt Inphutaw ee tad. 
qidetontrey oil bexedwo bite whip ef 9ated at) . 
d shiedot to onan oof ott rebse elriadsifi 4 
2005 al wang cout) sol bavaitnes aew Jet) sobtal 
wal sit autitnoy ot ynibtind. preg tan b 
eid to Javmngoloveh ybaste odt. di ban ) 
allt te sad oft Je qottigoy sidatifiyio Jeon 6 cow 


We ¥ 


766 WISCONSIN 


district. From time to time he has also been called to serve in public 
office, the duties of which he has discharged with promptness and 
fidelity. He has filled the position of supervisor on the county board, 
was city attorney for sixteen consecutive years and served as county 
judge while his former partner, General R. A. Richards, was in 
military service in the first World War. He and his sister, Mrs. 
Gleiss, own the Monroe County Democrat, which is published by the 
Monroe County Publishers, Inc., and which paper had formerly been 
the property of Mr. Rice and his father. Mr. Rice also has banking 
interests, being a director of the Monroe County Bank of Sparta. He 
is general counsel for the Monroe County Telephone Company and 
the Bangor Telephone Company. He is acknowledged one of Monroe 
County’s most capable attorneys. He has membership in the Monroe 
County Bar Association, the Wisconsin State Bar Association and 
the American Bar Association and in the American Judicature 
Society. 

Mr. Rice and his family reside at 402 West Main Street. He was 
married in 1918 to Vena Hemstock, of Sparta, a daughter of Dave 
and Clara (Hulbert) Hemstock, natives of Wisconsin. Six children 
have been born of this marriage: Mary Ellen, who was born July 
21, 1914, is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin and is now the 
wife of William H. Marzolf. John David, who was born June 28, 
1917, was graduated from the Junior College at Santa Monica, 
California, then attended the University of Wisconsin and is now 
serving with the Coast Artillery with the rank of lieutenant. He 
married Mildred Berge, of Altoona, Wisconsin. Patricia Ann, who was 
born January 19, 1921, and spent two years as a student in the 
University of Wisconsin, is now the wife of Lieutenant Harold 
Hoffman, of Bakersfield, California. Zel II, born July 4, 1923, was 
a sophomore at the University of Wisconsin when he enlisted for 
service in the present war. James William, who was born Octo- 
ber 19, 1924, and was educated in the University of Wisconsin, 
is also with the United States Army. Elizabeth Jane, who was born 
October 28, 1927, is a freshman in the University of Wisconsin. 
Mrs. Rice also attended the University of Wisconsin. Their family 
is one of which they are proud. 


CHARLES TENNENT VENABLE, the vice president and general man- 
ager of Tie Plugs, Inc., of Antigo, was born in Asheville, North 
Carolina, September 27, 1881, and since early manhood has been 
connected with the lumber industry, his activities in this field bringing 
him to his present responsible position, so that he is now directing one 
of the important business enterprises of Langlade County. In this 
he has departed from the field in which most of his ancestors have 
been active, for most of them in previous generations have been 
educators and one of them, a native of Prince Edward County, 
Virginia, was the founder of Hampden Sydney College in the Old 
Dominion. His grandfather, Abram W. Venable, who was a native 
of Virginia, removed to Granville, North Carolina, just prior to the 
Civil War and was a member of the United States Congress just 
prior to 1861. His son, Samuel Frederick Venable, father of Charles 
T. Venable, was born in Virginia and during the conflict between 
the states served as a soldier of the Confederacy, being made a major 
of the Engineers Division, for he was a civil engineer by profession. 
He married Mary Eddings Tennent, a daughter of Doctor Tennent, 
a practicing physician of South Carolina and member of a prominent 
family of that state. In thefamily of Samuel and Mary Venable were 
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a son and daughter, the latter being Mrs. Grace Venable Brest, whose 
husband was a medical missionary whom she accompanied to China, 
where her death occurred. The father was a most scholarly man 
who established a record when he was graduated from the University 
of Virginia at the notably early age of seventeen years. 

Charles T. Venable is a graduate of the North Carolina State 
College of Raleigh, where he completed his studies as a member of 
the class of 1908. His initial business experience came to him as an 
employe of the McKay Engineering Company in Baltimore, Mary- 
land. A little later he went to visit an uncle living in Panther, West 
Virginia, and while there he became associated with the W. M. Witter 
Lumber Company as an electrical engineer, and since that time he 
has been continuously connected with the lumber industry. He later 
became identified with the Pittsburgh Frampton Company, and when 
they took over at Antigo he was sent here to take charge, becoming 
the vice president and general manager of the Tie Plugs, Inc. 

This business was started originally by the Horgen Company at 
Glandon, Wisconsin, where they engaged in the manufacture of tie 
plugs. In October, 1929, B. Frampton & Company of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, purchased the business and removed the plant to 
Antigo, where a reorganization was effected and the business incor- 
porated in 1930 as a subsidiary of the Pittsburgh company. Tie 
Plugs, Inc., disposes of its entire output to the railroads, and its 
volume of production for several years past has been a substantial 
one, showing a steady and gratifying growth in their patronage. 
Switch ties and shims were formerly the principal products, while 
today the company is largely engaged in making tie plugs although 
the shims are also made to some extent. Their production of tie 
plugs in 1939 surpassed any in previous years. Cross ties and 
carloads of lumber, as a by-product of their operations, were manu- 
factured and shipped. The company logs its own timber holdings 
and builds its own roads on its timber lands, which are of considerable 
acreage, supplying the company with all its raw material. The 
company also cuts ore-dock timbers for use by the Chicago & North 
Western Railroad Company and makes rock elm plank for ore pocket 
covers. 

The Antigo plant, including grounds and buildings, embraces 
approximately five acres of land and today between forty and fifty 
men are employed. Besides owning acreage for stumpage they buy 
a large amount of stumpage. Ninety per cent of their raw material 
is supplied from their own holdings. From time to time as the 
business increase has demanded, additions have been made to the 
buildings, and the success of the enterprise is largely due to the 
efficient direction of Mr. Venable, who as vice president and general 
manager has entire charge of the operating end of the business. He 
has long recoguized that success is the direct result of careful expendi- 
ture of time, effort and material, and the work of the plant has 
therefore been carefully systematized in all of its phases, with results 
that have proven very satisfactory to the parent company. 

Mr. Venable married Grace Wendel, of Zanesville, Ohio, and they 
had seven children, of whom six are yet living: John, a resident of 
Bedford, Virginia; Mary Jane, who is the wife of Colonel Karl 
Bowman, of the United States Air Forces stationed in Philadelphia; 
Charles W., also a resident of Bedford, Virginia; Grace W., who is 
working with the United Service Organization at Rockford, Illinois; 
William R., living in Bedford, Virginia; and Julia R., who is now an 
ensign in the United States naval service, 
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Mr. Venable is a member of the Rotary Club and the Masonic 
fraternity and the family belongs to the Congregational church, 
while Mrs. Venable is a very active worker in the Red Cross. Their 
interests center in those activities which make for character building, 
for civic progress and for the benefit of the community at large, and 
they are regarded as a valuable addition to Antigo’s citizenship. 


DR. CLEMENT A. MEILICKE, who since 1927 has engaged in the 
practice of medicine in Oshkosh, was born in Hector, Minnesota, 
August 3, 1901, a son of Carl A. and Eugenia (Strehlow) Meilicke, 
the mother a native of North Dakota. The father was a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Meilicke, who were members of pioneer fami- 
lies of Minnesota, where they arrived between 1843 and 1845 and 
contributed to the pioneer development of that state. Edward Mei- 
licke was a grist miller who engaged in business along that line for 
an extended period and died when ninety years of age. William 
Strehlow, the grandfather of the Doctor on the maternal side, be- 
longed to a family that early cast their lot with the pioneer settlers 
of North Dakota and aided in reclaiming that district for the pur- 
poses of civilization. William Strehlow became a land owner and 
also engaged in merchandising and was the owner of a livery stable. 

Carl A. Meilicke, the Doctor’s father, was a minister of the Mo- 
ravian church. He prepared for preaching the gospel as a student of 
theology in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, and afterward served various 
churches in Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. To him and _ his wife, 
Kugenia (Strehlow) Meilicke, were born three sons, of whom the 
Doctor is the eldest, the others being Myron M., a resident of Penn- 
sylvania, and Francis, who is studying medicine in Philadelphia. 

Clement A. Meilicke pursued his early education in the schools 
of Wisconsin Rapids and after completing the high school course 
devoted three years to a pre-medical course in Ripon. Subsequently 
he enrolled as a medical student in Marquette University, where he 
was graduated in 1926, and after spending a year as interne in Mercy 
Hospital in Oshkosh he began practicing with Doctor Combs with 
whom he was thus associated for a year and a half. Since that time 
he has practiced independently and has been accorded a liberal pat- 
ronage, for the public recognizes that he is well versed in the science 
of medicine and keeps in touch with the most modern methods of 
medical procedure, constantly broadening his knowledge through 
his connection with the Winnebago County Medical Society, the 
Wisconsin State Medical Society and the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. In addition to his private practice he is serving on the staff 
of both hospitals of Oshkosh, where he does considerable work. When 
leisure permits he enjoys golf, hunting and fishing, these constituting 
his chief forms of diversion. 

Doctor Meilicke married Miss Helen RE. Weeks, of Orlando, 
Florida, a daughter of Melvin and Minerva (March) Weeks, who 
were natives of Wausau, Wisconsin. The father is deceased but the 
mother is still living. Mrs. Meilicke attended and was graduated 
from the Wausau high school and also studied for a time in Grafton 
Hall. Doctor and Mrs. Meilicke are the parents of a son and daugh- 
ter. Melvin is with the Hospital Corps in the Navy. He was born 
in Orlando, Florida, in 1926 and attended the high school of Osh- 
kosh. Eugenia, who was born in Oshkosh in 1929, is a pupil in the 
high school. Mrs. Meilicke is a member of the Episcopal church and 
is a very active worker in the Red Cross and other agencies helpful 
to mankind. 
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Dr. WILLIAM O. THOMAS. For more than four decades Dr 
William O. Thomas has engaged in the practice of medicine and sur- 
gery at Clinton and has made continuous advancement throughout all 
these years. Fully realizing the great responsibility that devolves 
upon the profession, he has ever been most conscientious and faithful 
in his duties and has closely studied modern methods and procedure 
in the sickroom, with results that on the whole have been highly 
satisfactory to his patients. 

The Doctor is a native of Rockford, Hlinois, born July 29, 1876, 
his parents being Orville Perkins Thomas and Alice A. (Carr) 
Thomas. His grandfather on the paternal side was William M. 
Thomas, who in 18388 left his home in Pennsylvania and removed to 
Illinois, settling near Harrison. He was a well educated man and 
conducted a school in the log house in which he lived, this being one 
of the early schools in that frontier region. He married Eliza Conklin, 
and through that line Doctor Thomas traces his ancestry back to early 
Colonial. times, when John Conklin came from his native land, Eng- 
land, and established his home at Salem, Massachusetts. Two of 
Doctor Thomas’ ancestors were Moses and Aaron Thomas, who were 
killed by the Indians in 1763. Nicholas Conklin, son of John Conklin, 
the progenitor of the Conklin family in the new world, was born at 
Havershaw, New York, in 1724, and afterward removed to Kast 
Chester, Pennsylvania. Thus the line comes on down through Wil- 
liam M. and Eliza (Conklin) Thomas to Orville Perkins Thomas, 
the Doctor’s father, who at the time of the Civil War responded to 
the call for troops to aid in the preservation of the Union an fought 
throughout the greater part of that struggle as a member of Company 
F, Seventy-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which he suffered 
injuries that left him slightly incapacitated for some years. In peace 
times he followed the occupation of farming until about ten years 
prior to his death, when he retired from business. 

Orville P. Thomas married Alice A. Carr, a daughter of John and 
Irene (Bibbins) Carr, who were farming people of the State of New 
York, and Mrs. Carr’s mother was a member of the Fargo family. 
Karly members of the Carr family had settled in the Kmpire State 
during the period of its pioneer development. John Carr removed 
from Penn Yan, New York, to Illinois, taking up his abode in Winne- 
bago County, where he became a successful agriculturist of that 
county. To Orville Perkins and Alice A. (Carr) Thomas were born 
three children, of whom the Doctor is the eldest. His brother, John, 
is now living retired from business in Rockford, Mlinois. The daugh- 
ter, Dora A., is deceased. 

In pursuing his education Doctor Thomas attended the Rockford 
(1ll.) Academy, which was then a normal school, and then began 
preparation for his professional career by taking up the study of medi- 
cine in Northwestern University Medical School in Chicago. After 
winning his M.D. degree he spent about a year as interne in St. Luke’s 
Hospital of Chicago, where he gained broad and practical experience 
through association with leading physicians and surgeons who were 
practicing there. He had made a specialty of surgery while in school 
but after completing his interneship he decided to locate in Clinton, 
where he has engaged in general practice. A liberal patronage was soon 
accorded him as he gave proof of his ability to cope with the intricate 
and involved problems of disease and its eradication, and at all times 
he has kept in touch with the onward march of the medical fraternity 
in its scientific research and investigation into the laws of health. He 
has membership in the Rock County Medical Society, the Wisconsin 
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State Medical Association and the American Medical Association and 
is quick to adopt any new method which his judgment sanctions but 
does not hastily discard the old and time-tried methods, the worth of 
which he has proven in his practice. 

Aside from his professional interests Doctor Thomas is connected 
with the Masonic order, in which he has taken the degrees of the 
lodge, chapter and commandery, being now a Knight Templar Mason. 
He also belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity and the Lions 
Club and in his church relations is a Presbyterian, while his wife, 
who passed away in October, 1942, belonged to that church and to 
the Eastern Star and the Woman’s Club of Clinton. 

It was in June, 1900, that Doctor Thomas married Miss Eulah 
Mabel Howard, of Rockford, a daughter of John K. and Frances 
(Parrish) Howard, both natives of the State of New York, whence 
they removed westward to Odell, Illinois. Later they became resi- 
dents of Rockford, Illinois, where her father engaged in the contract- 
ing and building business. Both he and his wife are now deceased. 
The Parrish family came to the United States from England in 1793, 
the progenitor in the new world being John Parrish. Doctor and 
Mrs. Thomas have a family of two daughters and one son. Dorothy, 
the eldest, attended Northwestern University, where she majored in 
music, and she is now the wife of F. H. Kelsey, of Evanston, Illinois, 
and the mother of three children, Eulah Elizabeth, Frederick H. Jr. 
and Patricia Anne. Eleanor, the second daughter of Doctor and Mrs. 
Thomas, is the wife of James D. Nutter, of Havre, Montana, and they 
have two children, Constance May and William Burton. The youngest 
of the family, William O. Thomas Jr., is a graduate of the Clinton 
high school, Philips Exeter Academy and of Dartmouth College, 
from which he received his Bachelor of Science degree. He then 
entered Harvard, where he pursued his medical studies and won his 
professional degree, after which he interned in the Boston City Hos- 
pital, of Boston, Massachusetts. He has specialized in surgery and 
has made an excellent record, of which his father is justly proud. 
He married Dorothy Streedbeck, of Helena, Montana, and is now a 
lieutenant, M. C., Navy, having been serving on the destroyer Rodman 
for two years. 


Dr. J. GREG HOFFMANN, physician and surgeon, who is dean of 
the medical profession in Hartford, where he has successfully prac- 
ticed for more than four decades, was born at Theresa, Wisconsin, 
May 25, 1881, and is of German lineage. His Grandfather Hoffmann 
was born in Germany and on coming to the new world settled in 
Wisconsin, where he died in 1871. His son, Philip August Hoffmann, 
the Doctor’s father, pursued his early education in Calumet County, 
Wisconsin, and later attended St. Francis Teachers Seminary at St. 
Francis, this state. For a number of years he engaged in teaching 
in Calumet County and was recognized as an able educator, but it 
became his desire to enter the medical profession and to this end 
he began studying in the University of Iowa, where he was graduated 
in 1887 with the M.D. degree. He then practiced for a year at North 
Washington, Iowa, after which he removed to Campbellsport, Wis- 
consin, where he devoted his attention to professional duties for 
twenty-five years. He was the typical country doctor of the early 
days, driving with horse and buggy to see his patients, no matter 
what the distance or the hardships involved, traveling through sum- 
mer’s heat and winter’s cold by day or by night. He reached the age 
of eighty-seven years, his death occurring in 1942. In young man- 
hood he married Miss Mary Brost, whose parents were natives of 
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Fond du Lae County, Wisconsin. Both Dr. Philip A. Hoffmann and 
his wife were members of the Catholic church. She is still living, at 
the age of eighty-three years. They had a family of seven children, 
of whom three reached adult age, while two still survive, Dr. Leo Hoff- 
mann, who is a practicing physician at Campbellsport, and J. Greg 
of this review. The other son who reached maturity was Mathias. 

In the schools of Campbellsport, Dr. J. Gree Hoffmann began his 
education, later studied in New Vienna, Iowa, and subsequently 
entered St. Lawrence College at Mount Calvary, where he was grad- 
uated as a member of the class of 1900. He next entered the Wisconsin 
College of Physicians and Surgeons at Milwaukee and won his pro- 
fessional degree at his graduation in 1904. After spending some time 
as interne in St. Joseph’s Hospital at Milwaukee he came to Hartford, 
where he opened an office in 1905. However he had spent about a 
year in practice in Prairie du Chien. He is now dean of the medical 
profession in Hartford. For a few years he was associated with Dr. 
D. Witte, but since then has practiced alone and his steady progres- 
sion in his chosen field has resulted from his thorough familiarity 
with modern scientific methods, combined with a broad humanitarian- 
ism that prompts him to put forth most earnest effort in behalf of 
his patients. 

The only interruption to Doctor Hoffmann’s continuous practice 
came at the time of the first World War, when he joined the One 
Hundred and Thirteenth Field Artillery. He saw active service in 
France, being stationed in the New York Hospital in that country 
for a time, but he was anxious to see active service at the front and 
did so. After his return to this country he remained with the Na- 
tional Guard Reserve Unit for a year. Again coming to Hartford, 
he resumed his private practice, which has always made heavy de- 
mands upon his time and energies because of its extent and impor- 
tance. He is constantly seeking improved methods to use in the care 
of the sick and at all times keeps abreast of the latest discoveries made 
in reliable professional circles. To this end he has membership in 
the Washington County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical 
Association and the American Medical Association. 

The Doctor is a Rotarian, and his interests in the progress, wel- 
fare and upbuilding of his city is manifest in many tangible ways. 
He also belongs to the Knights of Columbus and is a member of St. 
Killian’s Catholic Church. 

Doctor Hoffmann first married Cecelia Garrity, who died in 1927. 
Later he wedded Carmen Damm, of Mexico, whose father was of 
German descent, while her mother was of Spanish lineage. The 
Doctor finds his recreation in hunting and fishing, greatly enjoying 
a trip to woods, lake or stream when professional duties give him 
the opportunity. 


JOSEPH C. MARSH, deceased, was one of the influential and prom- 
inent business men of Marshfield for many years. He owned and man- 
aged the Marshfield Telephone Exchange for twenty-eight years and 
was also associated with banking interests here for almost a quarter 
of a century. His progressive spirit and unfaltering enterprise were 
also manifest in his activities as a citizen, and along many lines Wood 
County greatly benefited by his efforts. The record which he left at all 
times commanded the respect of his associates and contemporaries and 
should serve as an inspiration to those who know aught of his history. 

Born in Bradford, Pennsylvania, January 1, 1852, Joseph C, 
Marsh was a son of Nelson and Rocelia (Taylor) Marsh, who were 
also natives of the Keystone State, the former born in Middleton, 
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August 14, 1828, and the latter in Bradford, September 138, 1831. Mr. 
Marsh early learned the cooper’s trade, which he followed in Pennsyl- 
vania until 1857, when he removed to the West, settling near what is 
now Granton, Clark County. One of his brothers had located in that 
vicinity and wrote to Nelson Marsh about the excellent prospects of 
this new region, which was just being opened for the purposes of 
civilization. Accordingly he started with his family for Wisconsin, 
traveling by train to La Crosse and then by ox-cart to this destination. 
The section in which he settled was largely wild and undeveloped, 
there being but few settlers in the district, but he homesteaded one 
hundred and sixty acres of land and began breaking the sod, convert- 
ing the place into richly cultivated fields. In addition to farming he 
also engaged in shoemaking and in coopering. To him and his wife 
were born four sons and a daughter, who were reared on this pioneer 
arm. 

Joseph C. Marsh was the eldest of the five children and was five 
years of age when the family home was established in Clark County, 
where he went through all the experiences and hardships of frontier 
life. He attended the district school near his boyhood home and later 
became a student in Oskaloosa College at Oskaloosa, Iowa. For five 
or six years he engaged in teaching in Clark County, leaving home at 
the age of twenty-one years. He then took up logging and lumbering, 
building and operating several sawmills at Spokeville, Clark County, 
where he was married and made his home for sixteen years. In 1901 
he came to Marshfield and purchased the Marshfield Telephone Ex- 
change, which at that time had only 184 subscribers. He at once set 
about improving the service and secured many more patrons, so that 
the business became profitable and he remained the owner thereof 
until his death, when his wife took charge. In 1905 Mr. Marsh algo 
became identified with the First National Bank and served for a time 
as its vice president, while later he was elected president and directed 
its affairs with success. He was ever a man of strong and honorable 
purpose and his business affairs were wisely and carefully conducted, 
bringing substantial returns. 

Mr. Marsh also exerted a widely felt and beneficial influence over 
public thought and action. He was always a stanch supporter of the 
Republican party from the time he attained his majority, and from 
1895 until 1899 he represented Clark County in the State Legislature, 
giving thoughtful consideration to all vital questions that came up 
for settlement and aiding greatly in the adoption of valuable public 
measures. He was also chairman of the Clark County board of super- 
visors for two terms and, following his removal to Marshfield, he 
served for fifteen years as president of the board of education, the 
public schoo] system finding in him a stalwart champion whose efforts 
brought substantial improvement in the school system. He was like- 
wise an exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity and attained the 
thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and also became a Shriner. 

It was on the 21st of July, 1884, that Mr. Marsh was married in 
Clark County to Miss Amy E. Covey, who was born in St. Lawrence 
County, New York, June 24, 1866, a daughter of Martin and Mary 
(McComber) Covey. During her early girlhood she accompanied her 
parents on their removal from the Empire State to Wisconsin, the 
family settling near the Marsh home in Clark County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Marsh became the parents of a daughter and son. The former, Mar- 
tina M., born September 28, 1888, was educated at Lake Forest, Illi- 
nois, and is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. For a time 
she engaged in teaching in the grade schools, after which she took up 
landscaping as a profession, which she followed until her marriage to 
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Fred H. McKinney, of Birmingham, Michigan, who had studied law 
at the University of Wisconsin. He never practiced, however, but be- 
came associated with the Packard Motor Car Company, with which 
he remained until his death in 1988. Mr. and Mrs. McKinney had three 
children: Jean, who is the wife of Arthur Miller; Joseph M., attending 
Michigan State College; and Martina. Joseph C. Marsh, son of Joseph 
and Amy E. Marsh, was born May 6, 1900, and enlisted for service 
in the first World War, being sent to Leavenworth, Kansas, for train- 
ing. There he was taken ill of appendicitis and died June 20, TILos 
after which he was brought back to Marshfield for interment. 

After her husband’s death Mrs. Amy KE. Marsh became the presi- 
dent of the Marshfield Telephone Exchange and still holds that posi- 
tion, having remained in active control until about a year and a half 
ago when Reuben Connor became the manager. The company has 3185 
miles of wiring, employs thirty-seven persons, and serves 2650 sub- 
scribers. Mrs. Marsh’s daughter, Mrs. Martina McKinney, is vice 
president of the company. Mrs. Marsh, having now put aside business 
cares, largely gives her time to the supervision of her spacious and 
lovely home, over which she presides with rare charm. Her influence 
has been felt in many ways for the cultural, social and moral uplift of 
the community, for she has been active in the Presbyterian church, of 
which she is a member, in the Woman’s Club, the Eastern Star, the 
P. KE. O. and the Business and Professional Women’s Club. Her in- 
terests are thus broad and varied and her activities have been far- 
reaching and beneficially resultant. 


THE NATIONAL MANUFACTURERS BANK of Neenah celebrated its 
sixty-fifth anniversary in 1946. Sixty-five years before, in 1881, seven 
Neenah citizens met for the purpose of establishing a banking insti- 
tution which came into existence under the name of the Manufacturers 
National Bank. It was capitalized for $100,000, which has since been 
doubled to $200,000 of capital stock and there is now a surplus of 
$300,000 and undivided profits of almost 200,000 more. Its purpose 
was to provide adequate banking facilities to a growing community, 
as well as to furnish a source of profit to its stockholders, and the 
high standards of service that have always been maintained in its 
relations with the public have led to its steady and substantial growth. 
Today the bank is housed in a fine building which was completely 
renovated and modernized in 1945 and is splendidly equipped for 
the safe and efficient conduct of al] types of banking business. 

The name was changed to the National Manufacturers Bank in 
1901 and today its official personnel includes S. N. Pickard as presi- 
dent; S. F. Shattuck, vice president; A. C. Gilbert, vice president ; 
J. F. Gillingham, cashier; H. H. Hinterthuer, assistant cashier. In 
addition to its president and vice presidents, the board of directors 
includes Edwin A. Kalfahs, H. R. Hanson, E. E. Jandrey, Norton J. 
Williams, E. J. Aylward, James Webb, Dr. R. H. Quade and Roy J. 
Sund. 

The National Mannfacturers Bank of Neenah has enjoyed a steady 
expansion of its business and its connections from the beginning. This 
development is shown in the fact that December 31, 1931, its loans 
and discounts amounted to $920,538 and ten years later, on the oc- 
casion of its sixtieth anniversary, they had reached $1,774,448. Its 
surplus at the former date was $100,000 and at the latter was 
$150,000. It has now increased to $300,000. Its deposits in 1931 
were $1,592,744 and in 1941 had reached $3,370,244, while in 1943 
this had grown to $4,634,119 and in 1945 the deposits reached their 
all time high of $8,254,000. 
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The bank has taken a particularly strong position in support of 
the war effort and 8. N. Pickard, president of the bank, has been 
chairman of each of the eight War Loan drives in World War II. Back 
of the story of dollars and cents and columns of figures is a record of 
purpose and achievement. This has been set forth in an article writ- 
ten by S. F. Shattuck, senior member of the board of directors, who 
said: “A bank is a commercial institution, but it is also much more 
than that. It is a depository of living, human values. A savings 
account, for example, started when the new baby came into the home, 
to which the parents have added month by month until the son or 
daughter shall take over; or the nest egg laid aside by frugal parents 
looking to the day when the boy or girl should go to college; or the 
savings of the young couple against the day when they can break 
ground for the new home, or the financial cushion for the evening of 
life when the strong years are over. Truly such deposits are sacred 
trusts. 

“On the other side of the ledger are the loans made by the bank, 
from the combined deposits of its customers, to the business, pro- 
fessional and industrial interests of the community, which make it 
possible for men, materials and ideas to combine and thereby the 
community recreates and renews itself. A well conducted bank is 
indeed close to the heart of its city’s life—undergirding, stabilizing 
and facilitating the social, cultural and spiritual progress of its people. 

“Through two wars, four depressions and the many vicissitudes 
of sixty years the National Manufacturers Bank has carried on. An- 
other and greater war that demanded maximum sacrifice from all has 
just ended. This bank, like the banks of the nation as a whole, is in 
the strongest position in its long history. It stands ready to meet its 
obligations to depositors and borrowers, and to assume its citizenship 
responsibilities in a nation at peace as well as it did during this most 
recent war.” 


SAMUEL N. PICKARD, whose business life has been one of activity 
in the field of banking, is a native son of Neenah, where he is now 
president of the National Manufacturers Bank. He was born Decem- 
ber 3, 1897, a son of Herman W. and Lulu (Nelson) Pickard. His 
education was acquired in the grade school training department of 
the Oshkosh Normal, in the Wayland Academy at Beaver Dam, and 
in the high school at Ripon, Wisconsin. His initial step in business 
circles was made as a messenger in the First National Bank of Ripon 
in 1916. The following year he was promoted to the position of book- 
keeper and from 1918 until 1922 served as teller. He was made 
assistant cashier in 1923 and cashier in 1925, occupying that latter 
position until 1980, when he was elected vice president, while since 
1926 he has been a member of the board of directors. 

In 1932 Mr. Pickard accepted the position of executive vice presi- 
dent of the National Manufacturers Bank of Neenah and has con- 
tinued with this institution to the present time, remaining vice presi- 
dent until 1937, when he was advanced to the presidency and thus 
attained the senior executive position in the active management of 
what is regarded as one of the most substantial banking institutions 
in this state. He has also been a member of its directorate since 1932. 
In addition to his connection with the Neenah and Ripon banks, 
already cited, he is a member of the board of directors of the Universal 
Motor Company of Oshkosh and a director of Oshkosh B’Gosh, Ine. of 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin, as well as the Hardwood Products Corporation of 
Neenah. 
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Mr. Pickard’s activities outside of the direct field of business have 
been many and of varied character, indicating the breadth of his 
interests. He was manager of the Famous Artists Course, sponsored 
by Ripon College from 1920 to 1931; manager of the Ripon College 
Glee Club from 1919 to 1930; and is a member of Phi Delta Theta fra- 
ternity. He is serving on the board of trustees of Ripon College, of 
the Winnebago Day School of Neenah and of Wayland Academy at 
Beaver Dam. With membership in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Neenah, he is serving as chairman of its board of trustees and as a 
member of the Board of National Missions of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States. He is also one of the trustees and the treasurer 
of the Children’s Country Home at Winneconne, Wisconsin. He was 
president of the Wisconsin Bankers Association from 1938 until 1939 
and member-at-large of the executive council of the American Bankers 
Association. He is on the board of directors of the Wisconsin Taxpay- 
ers Alliance. Mr. Pickard is a Republican, is active in Rotary work, 
having been president of the Ripon Rotary Club from 1928 to 1929 and 
president of the Neenah Rotary Club from 1937 to 1938. He belongs 
to the Masonic lodge and the American Legion and has membership in 
the Neenah Club, the North Shore Golf Club of Neenah and in the 
Riverview Country Club of Appleton, Wisconsin, and Chicago Athletic 
Association. His military record covers service as a private in the 
United States Marine Corps from 1918 to 1919. 

On the 1st of September, 1924, Mr. Pickard married Dorothea 
Wilgus of Platteville, Wisconsin. They have five children: James 
Curtis, born December 5, 1925; Julia and Judith, twins, born March 
14, 1929; Thomas Nelson, born May 29, 1932; and Samuel Wilgus, 
born October 1, 1933. 


SIMON SCHWARTZ is the president of the Schwartz Manufacturing 
Company of Two Rivers, makers of all kinds of cotton goods for the 
dairy and cheese industries, and in this connection the family has 
developed an extensive and growing business which is today one of 
the important productive enterprises of the city. Mr. Schwartz, 
however, makes his home in Manitowoc. He was born in Poland, a 
son of Samuel and Alta (Lev) Schwartz, who were also natives of 
Poland and had two children, Simon and Anna, when they left their 
home near Minsk, Poland, and crossed the Atlantic to the United 
States. They did not tarry on the Atlantic coast but made their way 
at once to Wisconsin, settling first at Neenah. Later they removed to 
Sheboygan and subsequently established residence in Manitowoc. The 
family was in straitened financial circumstances and in order to pro- 
vide for his family Samuel Schwartz began buying and selling waste 
material, scrap metal and similar things. In 1910 he removed to Two 
Rivers, where his remaining days were passed, his death occurring 
in 1936. His wife is still living. They were the parents of six chil- 
dren: Simon, whose name introduces this record; Anna; Myron; 
Esther; Rosylyn, who died at the age of twenty-five years; and 
Bernard. 

After completing the work of the grades in the public schools 
of Manitowoc, Simon Schwartz began assisting his father in the 
business, but later, being not exactly satisfied with conditions, he 
obtained a position as clerk in a grocery store in Chicago, serving for 
two years. In the meantime he was learning much concerning busi- 
ness methods and he then obtained a position as a traveling salesman 
with the famous china goods store of Burley & Company, while later 
he traveled for the Zuhn Knitting Company and for a short period 
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was with the Standard Aluminum Company of Manitowoc. In the 
meantime his father’s business had taken a turn for the better and 
was steadily growing, so that Simon Schwartz again joined his father. 
It is characteristic of him that he has always been watchful of oppor- 
tunities and has used his chances to good advantage. Bringing in a 
load of -waste material one day, he was going through this when he 
came upon a lot of buffing wheels. This gave him the idea that if so 
many were being thrown away surely some one was using a lot of 
them. He spoke to his father about it and said he believed it might 
prove the opening for a profitable business. His father told him to 
go ahead and the foundation for the present flourishing business con- 
trolled by the family was laid in 1918. Simon Schwartz began mak- 
ing buffing wheels himself, and his first order, amounting to ten dol- 
lars, was from the Aluminum Goods Company. The first World War, 
however, shortened his operation and he served for six months in the 
United States Army, until the Armistice was signed. On his return 
home Mr. Schwartz purchased a used sewing machine and again 
started to make buffing wheels in 1919. Later he expanded his busi- 
ness by adding the manufacture of cotton sieves and all kinds of cotton 
goods used in connection with the dairy industry and cheese making. 
In 1928 he received an order for goods amounting to three hundred 
and fifty dollars, which was the largest order he had had up to that 
time. However the business grew steadily and rapidly and has de- 
veloped into the successful enterprise now carried on by Simon 
Schwartz and his brothers. 

It was in 1923 that his brother, Myron E. Schwartz, joined him 
and he now has complete charge of the dairy goods department. In 
January, 1940, they removed to their present quarters, having a fine 
modernistic factory and office building. It is outstanding in the style 
of architecture and modern in its equipment to the last degree. The 
company has six sales people on the road, covering the entire country. 
Bernard, the youngest brother, joined the firm in 1930 and the three 
have since carried on the business. They have incorporated and have 
one hundred thousand shares of common stock and fifty thousand pre- 
ferred stock. Simon Schwartz is now president of the company with 
Myron Schwartz as vice president and treasurer and Bernard 
Schwartz as the secretary, and they give almost their undivided time 
to the management and conduct of the business. 

Simon Schwartz married Sophia Apter, of Milwaukee, and their 
children are: Harlan, who was born July 1, 1926, and is now attending 
St. John’s Military Academy at Delafield, Wisconsin; and James R., 
who was born October 21, 1932, and is now in the grade schools of 
Manitowoc, where the family home is maintained. Simon Schwartz 
belongs to the Jewish congregation of Manitowoc and he has member- 
ship in the Rotary Club and the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, while he is also a Consistory Mason and a Shriner. 

Myron E. Schwartz, who was born in Wisconsin, in 1897, com- 
pleted his education in the high school of Two Rivers and in the 
University of Wisconsin. He married Miss Beth Wollen, of Mani- 
towoec, and they have one daughter, Jane, born March 14, 1943. 
Myron E. Schwartz is identified with the Jewish congregation and 
like his elder brother is a Consistory Mason, has crossed the sands of 
the desert with the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, is connected with the 
Elks lodge and with the Lions Club. 

3ernard Schwartz, the youngest of the three brothers, was born 
March 8, 1908, in Manitowoc and pursued his early education in the 
public schools of Neenah, while later he was a high school student in 
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Two Rivers and then attended the University of Wisconsin, joining 
the business in 1930. He married Fern Korn, of Chicago, and they 
have one son, Stephen, born July 14, 1937. They make their home in 
Two Rivers and Bernard Schwartz is an Elk and Rotarian and a 
member of the Jewish congregation, thus holding to the faith of his 
ancestors. The three brothers are recognized as resourceful and 
energetic business men who through determined purpose and the 
ready utilization of opportunity have steadily worked their Way up- 
ward to success. 


Kk. Scorr HATCH. Among the representatives of the tobacco indus- 
try in Wisconsin for many years was E. Scott Hatch, of Edgerton. He 
was familiar with every phase of the trade and his enterprise and 
diligence were basic elements in the upbuilding of a large and profit- 
able concern. Born at Bethel, Vermont, in 1859, he was a son of 
EK. Scott Hatch, who married a Miss Durkee, also a native of Bethel, 
Vermont. 

‘eared and educated in New England, E. Scott Hatch remained 
in that section of the country until he reached the age of eighteen 
years, when he came west to work for an uncle who was engaged in 
the tobacco business at Edgerton, Rock County, Wisconsin. Under 
his uncle’s direction he became familiar with every branch of the 
trade, familiarizing himself thoroughly with every department. He 
continued in his uncle’s employ until the latter’s death, after which 
he and a cousin took over the business, remaining in the trade at 
Kdgerton. He applied himself closely to his work, kept in close touch 
with the market and was buyer, superintendent and manager at 
Edgerton until his life’s labors were ended, his death here occurring 
on the 24th of December, 1940. For a half century he had been a 
representative of the industry here and was well known to the 
tobacco trade in this part of the country. 

Mr. Hatch was also a director of the Tobacco Exchange Bank of 
Edgerton, nor did he limit his activities to this line, for he was also 
a representative of the directorate of the Edgerton Shoe Company 
and a member of the board of the Highway Trailer Company. His 
cooperation was considered an asset to any business enterprise because 
of his keen discernment, his broad vision and his progressive spirit, 
qualities which won him the admiration and respect of all with whom 
he was associated. 

In 1894 Mr. Hatch was united in marriage to Miss Stella Keller, a 
daughter of Joseph and Margaret (Malloy) Keller. Their only child 
is Scott Hatch Jr., who is a graduate of the Edgerton high school and 
is now a salesman. He is married and has one son, Scott Hatch II], 
now seventeen years of age. The family is well known here, where the 
family name has been so long prominently connected with the business 
interests of the county and state. Mr. Hatch left an example for 
younger men to follow, his course having proven what can be accom- 
plished when industry points the way. 


JAMES C. DUTTON, one of the successful members of the legal fra- 
ternity in Marshfield, was born in Elroy, Wisconsin, October 28, 1899, 
a son of Charles and Ellen (Murphy) Dutton, who were also natives 
of Klroy, but both are now deceased. The father followed the occupa- 
tion of farming, and by reason of his interest and helpfulness in public 
affairs filled a number of local offices. 

The grandparents of James C. Dutton on the paternal side were 
Thomas and Margaret (Clark) Dutton, both of whom were born in 
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Ireland, whence they came to Wisconsin, where Thomas Dutton home- 
steaded eighty acres of wild land in Juneau County in the 1850s. He 
walked eighty miles to record that land grant, and when James C. Dut- 
ton, on settling his father’s estate, mentioned to his mother that he 
would need to get that record, she replied ‘I think I have it” and 
opened an old cigarbox which contained the paper the grandfather 
had placed in it, now yellowed with age but intact. Thomas Dutton 
proved up on that property and afterward purchased another 
eighty acres, constituting a farm which is still in the possession of 
the family and now occupied by a brother of James C. Dutton. In the 
early days Thomas Dutton passed through all the hardships and pri- 
vations of life on the frontier, but in his later years enjoyed a credita- 
ble measure of success, which he had truly earned and richly merited. 
His son, Charles Dutton, married Ellen Murphy, a daughter of Thom- 
as and Ellen Murphy, also natives of Ireland and afterward well 
known farming people of this state. To Charles and Ellen Dutton 
were born ten children, nine of whom are yet living. 

The third in order of birth in this family was James C. Dutton, 
who after mastering the elementary branches of learning in the dis- 
trict school near his father’s farm attended high school in Elroy. He 
next entered Marquette University in preparation for the bar and 
received his Bachelor of Laws degree in 1921. For a year he engaged 
in practice in Milwaukee in association with the law firm of Robinson 
& Saltzstein, after which he removed to Nekoosa, Wood County, where 
he remained in practice for twenty-one years. He served as city attor- 
ney there for an extended period and he built up a large and lucrative 
practice, being connected with much of the important litigation heard 
in the courts of the district. He was also prominently connected with 
public affairs and served on the county board of supervisors. In 1943 
he removed to Marshfield, and as his reputation as a capable lawyer 
was well known, he was accorded immediate success in his profession- 
al work here. He has always been most careful and painstaking in the 
preparation of his cases, and is strong in argument, logical in his de- 
ductions and clear and forceful in the presentation of his cause before 
the court. He has membership with the Wood County Bar Association, 
the Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Associa- 
tion. 

Mr. Dutton belongs to the Sacred Heart Catholic church and he 
is a member of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
American Legion. At the age of seventeen years he had enlisted for 
the first World War and was in the service for five and a half months 
as a member of the infantry, remaining on duty until the Armistice 
was signed, when he returned home and resumed his studies. . 

Mr. Dutton has been married twice. He was married June 14, 
1923, to Loretta Shinners, of Milwaukee, who died in 1935, and his 
second marriage was with Violet Fields, of Marshfield. There were six 
children born of his first marriage: Jane, who was born July 11, 1924, 
is a graduate of Holy Angels Academy of Milwaukee and is now study- 
ing at Marquette University; Marion, who was born February 12, 
1926, is a graduate of the Marshfield high school and now occupying 
a splendid position with Allis-Chalmers in Milwaukee; Catherine, 
born September 14, 1927, finished her studies at Holy Angels Academy 
and is now at Marquette; James Patrick Lincoln, who was born Feb- 
ruary 12, 1929, graduated from the junior high school of Marsh- 
field and is now at Campion College at Prairie du Chien; Elizabeth, 
born March 3, 1932, and Thomas, born September 24, 1934, are both 
pupils in the parochial school. 
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CAREY CRONEIS was elected president of Beloit (Wis.) College on 
June 13, 1944, assuming office on September 1, 1944. Now, at the age 
of forty-five he is the school’s fifth president in one hundred years of 
operation. 

Mr. Croneis worked part of his way through high school and 
college by clerking in grocery stores, driving spikes, making auto- 
mobile tires and machining 12-inch shells in a munitions factory 
during World War I. That was in Bucyrus, Ohio, his birthplace, where 
he was graduated from high school, and at Denison University, Gran- 
ville, Ohio, where he obtained a Bachelor of Science degree in 1922. 

He went to the University of Kansas for his master’s degree 
(1923) and to Harvard University for his Ph.D. in 1928. He has an 
LL.D. from Lawrence College and D.Sc. from Ripon College and 
Denison University. 

Mr. Croneis has been on the faculties of Wellesley, Radcliffe, 
Harvard University, the University of Kansas and the University of 
Arkansas. Prior to coming to Beloit he was a full professor of 
geology and paleontology at the University of Chicago since 1928. 

Nationally known as a geologist, he had charge of the mineral 
and geology displays at the Century of Progress in Chicago in 1933, 
and was director of the Hall of Science in 1934. As consultant to the 
National Defense Research Committee, he participated in Army and 
Navy field tests and served as civilian advisor for the War Department 
on foreign military mission which helped extend his already world- 
girdling experiences. 

He married Grace Williams in 1923 and they have two daughters, 
Christine and Catherine. 

He is a member of the Chicago Literary Club and is co-author of 
Down to Earth, geology text. He is associate editor of the Journal 
of Geology. 

Other offices: vice president, Paleontological Society of America; 
president, Society of Economic Paleontologists and Mineralogists; 
president, Chicago chapter, Phi Beta Kappa; president, Chicago 
alumni of Denison University; president of the Quadrangle Club (the 
faculty club of the University of Chicago) ; president of the Chicago 
chapter, American Association of University Professors; member of 
the Senate-Trustee Committee of the University of Chicago. 


REV. ALOYSIUS F. BAUMANN, pastor of the Sacred Heart Church 
at Mondovi, was born in Marathon, Marathon County, Wisconsin, 
February 4, 1910, and is the twelfth in a family of fourteen children 
whose parents were C. J. and Anna B. (Gasner) Baumann, both of 
whom were born in Wisconsin and the father is yet living. 

Father Baumann obtained his early educational training in the 
parochial schools of Marathon and afterward spent two years as a 
student in St. Norbert’s College before entering St. John’s University 
at Collegeville, Minnesota, where he devoted eight years to his prep- 
aration for the priesthood. He was ordained in St. Joseph’s Cathedral 
in La Crosse in 1937. His first assignment, of five months’ duration, 
was as assistant at Holy Trinity Church in La Crosse. From then 
until his appointment to the pastorate of the Sacred Heart Church 
at Mondovi he served as assistant pastor at St. Peter and Paul’s 
Church in Wisconsin Rapids. 

Sacred Heart Catholic congregation at Mondovi was organized 
in 1896, under the supervision of Father Edward O’Toole. Prior to 
that date Catholics in the vicinity had attended religious services in 
private homes served by priests from Chippewa Falls, Eau Galle 
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and probably Durand. About 1870 Father Joseph F. Bauer estab- 
lished St. Mary’s Church at Durand, with a mission at Canton, some 
five miles west of Mondovi. The lovely brick church, built about 
1897, though small, is perfect in detail. It is ideally located. Rev. 
P. O’Toole served as pastor of Sacred Heart from August, 1896, to 
June, 1901. Father James P. Campbell served two years (1902-04) 
as resident pastor and was followed by the Rev. Mark P. O’Connor 
(1904-09). During Father August J. Hovarka’s tenure of office (1909- 
18) the parochial school was built and the Sisters of St. Francis from 
La Crosse were placed in charge. Rev. Joseph Laufer served the 
parish for a few months in 1918, until the appointment of Father W. 
T. Hackner, who remained until 1932. Father Joseph Flad was tem- 
porary pastor until August of that year when Rev. Leonard C. Stieber 
assumed charge and remained until July, 1935. William Muehlen- 
kamp then continued in charge from July, 1935, until September, 
1948, followed by Rev. Fred Karlheim, M.S.C., from September until 
Novemher 28, 1943. 

Father Bauman arrived in Mondovi in December, 1943, and has 
since directed the activities of four hundred and fifty parishioners 
at Sacred Heart. He also has charge of the Rock Falls mission, 
Where one hundred and fifty persons attend divine worship. The 
Holy Name and Altar societies, as well as other branches of the 
church work, are well organized. Father Baumann has membership 
in the Knights of Columbus and in the Catholic Order of Foresters, 
but practically all of his time and attention are given to the imme- 
diate work of the parish, and with broad vision for the future he 
is laying plans to build up the parish so that it will be a real strength 
in the moral life of the community. 


Dr. FRANK A. GRUESEN. After comprehensive practical experi- 
ence in hospital work following the completion of his medical course 
Dr. Frank A. Gruesen came to Fort Atkinson, where he has since 
followed his profession with excellent results, now occupying a 
prominent position among the leading and skillful physicians and 
surgeons of Jefferson County. 

Born in Duluth, Minnesota, Doctor Gruesen is a son of Henry and 
Barbara (Alt) Gruesen, both of whom were natives of Germany. The 
father, who was born in Coblenz, April 27, 1855, came to the United 
States in 1882, and first settled at Virginia, Minnesota, but later 
removed to Duluth, where he engaged in the jewelry business. It was 
in this country that he married Barbara Alt, who was born in Rhenz, 
Germany, in 1855. Henry Gruesen died in 1928, at the age of 
seventy-three years, while his wife survived until 1933 and passed the 
seventy-seventh milestone on life’s journey. They were the parents 
of four sons and a daughter, namely: A. J. J. Henry, J. L., Mary, 
and Frank A. 

The last named, who is the youngest of the family, spent his 
youthful days under the parental roof in his native city and during 
that period attended the public schools until he had completed the 
high sehool course. Ambitious to broaden his knowledge, he then 
matriculated at the University of Minnesota, where he studied for 
four years, winning his Bachelor of Arts degree in 1929 and his 
professional degree was obtained at Marquette University of Mil- 
waukee as a member of the graduating class of 1930. He afterward 
spent several months as an interne at the Milwaukee County Hospital 
and for about a year continued his work in the Madison General 
Hospital, where his association with men of long experience and 
broad understanding of the science of health proved of great benefit 
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to him as a preparation for the duties and responsibilities that have 
devolved upon him since he began his private practice in Fort 
Atkinson in 1930. Here he has made rapid and substantial progress 
and is today accorded a prominent position among the leading physi- 
cians of this section of the state. His work is done with precision and 
care and he is most thorough and conscientious in all that he under- 
takes, realizing fully the responsibility that devolves on him in his 
efforts to check the ravages of disease. He holds membership in the 
Jefferson County Medical Society, the Wisconsin State Medical Associ- 
ation and the American Medical Association. 

Doctor Gruesen married Miss Geneva Gant, of St. Louis, Missouri, 
and they are parents of three children: Frank A., born May 25, 1930; 
’obert A., born May 21, 1932; and Kathryn, born May 18, 1937. 
The religious faith of the Doctor and his wife is that of the Catholic 
church and both are popular in the social circles of Fort Atkinson. 
Doctor Gruesen has membership in the local Chamber of Commerce 
and ig interested in all that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding of 
the community. 


REV. JULIAN F, BIENIENISKI, pastor of St. Michael’s Catholic Church 
in Berlin, was ordained to the priesthood in 1926, when about twenty- 
three years of age. He was born in Ironwood, Michigan, August 
28, 1903, a son of Anton and Martha (Fiss) Bienieniski. The father 
has now passed away but the mother is still living. Their family 
numbered six children, of whom Reverend Bienieniski is the eldest. 
He mastered the work of the grades and of the high school in Mil- 
waukee and later was graduated from the Catholic University in 
Washington, D.C., and afterward from Columbia University of New 
York City. He completed his theological studies at St. Francis Sem- 
inary of Milwaukee and holy orders were then conferred upon him. 

Reverend Bienieniski is a man of scholarly attainments and is an 
outstanding speaker, brilliant, forceful and eloquent. For a time he 
taught in a high school in Chicago. He has been heard on the radio 
during the “Catholic hour,” and is frequently in the Chautauqua 
assemblies as a lecturer and is a linguist, familiar with several lan- 
guages. He is particularly interested in youth movements and in 
sports of a manly nature, and he believes that by keeping young 
people busy and happy, their time being fully occupied, you have 
given them the chance to be good and to develop the best traits of 
character. He often puts on amateur theatricals for them, assisting 
them in the presentation and he cooperates in promoting healthful 
and interesting sports among them. 

Reverend Bienieniski is frequently sought as a public speaker 
and has the ability to present his subject in a clear and logical as 
well as entertaining manner. He came to St. Michael’s Church as 
pastor in 1941 and has a congregation of two hundred families, with 
one hundred and fifteen pupils in attendance at the parish school, 
which is taught by five Sisters of the Felician order. St. Michael’s 
is located at 608 West Franklin Street in Berlin and is a fine brick 
church which has been redecorated during the pastorate of Reverend 
Bienieniski, while a new roof has also been put on and other repairs 
made. 

St. Michael’s parish was organized in 1885 and has enjoyed a sub- 
stantial growth. The Rev. Victor Zarinczy was in charge from 1907 
until 1910 and was followed by Father J. C. Wozny, who continued 
here from 1910 until 1912. Rey. Felix A. Goral was pastor from 
1912 to 1923. The Rev. J. A. Mikolajezak served the parish from 
1933 until 1935 and was succeeded by Rev. John Stencil, who remained 
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from 1935 until 1937 and was followed by Rev. J. A. Bonk, who con- 
tinued from 1937 to 1941, when Reverend Bienieniski was assigned 
to St. Michael’s. The work of the church is well organized, the dif- 
ferent societies doing their designated part, and both church and 
school feel the beneficial influence and wise direction of the pastor. 


U. G. BUSSAN, who is engaged in the practice of law in the City 
of Lancaster, was awarded a Bachelor of Science degree at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin in the class of 1924. He then acted as the prin- 
cipal of the State School for the Blind at Janesville for a period of 
three years, and then returned to the University of Wisconsin and 
pursued the course of law. He was awarded the degree of Bachelor 
of Laws in the year 1930. Following graduation from law school and 
after being admitted to practice law, he entered practice at Lancaster, 
where he has since followed his profession. 

Mr. Bussan is a member of the Grant County Bar Association, the 
Wisconsin State Bar Association and the American Bar Association. 
‘During the year 1946 he served as president of the Grant County 
Bar Association. 

He has been active in civic affairs and served as the post com- 
mander of the Richard Burns post of the American Legion, at Lan- 
caster, and as County Commander of said organization. 

In 1926 U. G. Bussan married Prudence MacKenzie, of Davenport, 
Iowa, a daughter of Herbert MacKenzie, M.D. and Emma (Pierce) 
MacKenzie. Her father was for fifty years a successful and highly 
respected physician of Clinton County, Iowa, who died in 1938. Mrs. 
Bussan is a graduate of the University of Iowa of the class of 1924. 
She was a member of Alpha Delta Pi sorority and taught English 
in the schools of Rochester, Minnesota, prior to her marriage. 

Mr. and Mrs. U. G. Bussan have three children: Marilyn, born 
November 22, 1931; Priscilla Jane, born January 2, 1984; and Dee 
Dee, born May 21, 1938. 
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